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ADVERTISEMENT. 


After  an  interral  of  many  years  X  venture  to  lay 
before  the  public  a  seventh  volume  of  "  The  Lite- 
rary Illustrations  of  the  Eighteenth  Century ;"  of 
which  my  revered  Father  lived  to  publish  four 
▼olumes  ;  and  to  which  two  more  were  added  after 
his  decease. 

The  correspondence  efcntained  in  this  volume 
was  not  in  my  possession  at  the  completion  of  the 
sixth  volume,  but  has  been  acquired  since  by  pub- 
lic s^e.  I  had  no  Booner  become  possessed  of  this 
Uterary  treasure,  than  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  show 
my  sense  of  the  respect  and  gratitude  1  felt  to  the 
memory  of  Bishop  Pbrcy,  for  hia  uniform  kind- 
ness to  my  Father  and  myself,  by  making  a  selec- 
tion from  his  correspondence,  as  a  portion  of  "  The 
literary  Illustrations"  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived. 

Ferlmps  there  was  no  person  who  mixed  more 
extensively  with  the  learned  men  of  his  day  than 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore.  In  early  life  he  was  the 
intimate  friend  of  Johnson,  Goldsmith,  Burke,  Rey- 
nolds, Boswell,  Steevens,  Malone,  Lord  Stowell, 
and  the  whole  of  the  celebrated  Literary  Club ;  as 
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well  as  of  Shenstone,  Dr.  Grainger,  Dr.  Farmer, 
Dr.  Lort,  and  other  eminent  men  of  lettera.  In 
his  latter  years  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  attach 
to  himself  friends,  who;  whilst  he  waB  himself 
resident  in  a  distant  part  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
contributed  to  his  happiness  and  amusement  hj  the 
richness  of  their  correspondence ;  from  some  one 
or  other  of  whom  he  was  sure  to  hear  of  any  event 
that  occurred  in  the  literary  world. 

The  letters  of  and  to  Dr.  Jambs  Grainger  are 
the  first  in  point  of  time,  and  open  to  view  much 
oi  the  aspiration  of  two  young  authors  ardent  in 
their  pursuit  of  literary  distinction.  Dr.  Percy's 
letters  to  Dr.  Birch,  and  his  correspondence  with 
the  Rev.  George  Ashbt,  are  connected  with  the 
Bishop's  early  works ;  as  those  of  the  Rev.  Hbnry 
Mebn  are  with  his  later  puhlications. 

The  letters  of  George  Stbbvbns,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  are  few,  but  very  characteristic  of  that 
lively  and  satirical  writer. 

Nor  are  the  letters  of  Jambs  Boswell  less  cha- 
racteristic of  the  Biographer  of  Johnson.  His 
letters  to  Percy  are  followed  by  others  by  him,  and 
by  some  addressed  to  him,  chiefly  relative  to  the 
character  of  the  great  Colossus  of  Literature. 

One  of  the  most  communicative  of  the  Bishop's 
correspondents  was  the  well-known  antiquary.  Dr. 
Michael  Lort  ;  who,  mixing  in  the  first  literary 
drcles  in  London  and  Cambridge,  was  in  constant 
communication  vrith  Percy.  I  have  added  to  the 
Lort  Article  some  correspondence  between  Dr. 
Lort  and  Dr.  Birch  ;  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
my  friend  Sir  Frederic  Madden,  K.H.,  Keeper  of 
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ADVERTISEMENT.  TU 

the  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  I  have  inserted 
an  interesting  series  of  letters  from  Dr.  Lort  to 
Horace  Walfole,  at  the  close  of  which  Walpole's 
conduct  to  Chatterton  is  satisfactorily  defended. 

The  correspondence  with  Percy  of  the  learned 
and  accomplished  scholar  Archdeacon  Nares,  has 
been  much  enlai^;ed  by  a  collection  of  his  letters 
to  bis  literary  friends. 

The  Bishop's  epistolary  intercourse  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  Mends  he  had  left  behind  him  in 
fiogland.  From  Edinburgh  he  was  furnished  by 
Dr.  Robert  Anderson,  Lord  Woodhouseleb, 
Mr.  Pineerton,  and  others,  not  only  with  the 
literary  news  of  the  Northern  Metropolis,  but  with 
much  that  they  had  themselves  learned  from  their 
own  correspondents.  In  Ireland,  Dr.  Thomas 
Campbell,  Dr.  Edward  Ledwich,  Joseph 
Cooper  Walker,  and  others,  added  to  the  grati- 
fication of  the  good  Bishop. 

To  the  articles  of  the  Rev.  George  Ashby,  Dr. 
Campbell,  Dr.  Ledwich,  and  Mr.  Walker,  I  have 
added  their  correspondence  with  Richard  Gouqh, 
Esq.  from  the  large  collection  I  possess  of  the 
literary  remains  of  that  eminent  Antiquary. 

I  had  intended  to  have  completed  the  Percy 
CoRRBSPOMDBNCE  in  One  volume,  but  it  has  ex- 
tended to  half  of  another.  It  is  printed,  but  re- 
served to  be  published  with  a  Gbnbrai.  Index  to 
the  whole  Eight  Volumes  of  the  "  Literary  Illus- 
trations of  the  Eighteenth  Century,"  to  be  com- 
pleted, if  my  life  and  health  are  preserved,  at  as  short 
a  period  as  is  consistent  with  so  laborious  a  task. 

The  notes  in  this  volume  are  studiously  short, 
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but  it  is  hoped  will  be  found  useful,  as  the  object 
has  been  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  dates  of  the 
deaths  of  the  parties  spoken  of ;  and  to  refer  to 
those  works  where  the  most  ample  memoirs  of 
them  may  he  found. 

A  pleasing  duty  remains — to  return  my  best 
acknowledgments  to  my  kind  friend  the  Rev.  John 
MiTFOBD,  of  Benhall,  Suffolk,  (by  whose  recom- 
mendation the  Percy  Correspondence  was  selected 
for  publication,)  and  to  Sir  Prbdbric  Madden, 
K.H.  To  their  kind  perusal  of  the  work  during 
its  progress,  I  am  indebted  for  many  friendly 
hints,  some  of  which  appear  as  useful  notes. 

The  Rev.  Josbph  Huntbr,  F.S.A.  and  Wm.  B. 
D.  TuRNBULL,  Esq.  F.S.A.  have  obligingly  affonied 
me  assistance  in  the  artiole  of  Dr.  Grainger,  a  lite- 
rary character  of  whom  little  was  previously 
known. 

To  E.  G.  Ballard,  Esq.  I  am  indebted  for 
much  literary  assistance. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  the  Volume  has  much 
profited  by  the  careful  revision  of  my  attentive 
son,  J.  G.  Nichols,  F.S.A.  Had  not  bis  time  been 
occupied  by  other  laborious  literary  pursuits,  the 
"  Seventh  Volume  of  Literary  Illustrations  "  would 
probably  have  appeared  many  years  since,  com- 
piled from  different  materials.  Those  stores,  some 
of  which  were  originally  intended  for  this  work, 
still  remain  at  his  disposal,  to  be  produced  here- 
after in  any  way  that  public  encouragement  may 
demand. 

J.  B.  N. 

Ftb.  19,  IS48. 
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note) ;  letter  of  Jobnaon  to  Mr.  Lerett ;  JohnaiHi'l  TerMe,  when  a  ohild,  on 
.   havingkilledaduoli;  Mn-Porter-arecollectionaof  JohnaonCaeenote)     821 
Sue.     March  25.— Chuuter  of  the  "  Tonr  to  the  Hebridea ;"    BonreH'a 
'    ancntrj,  and  reQectiona  on  it ;    Mn.  Montagu  (aae  note)  ;  oplnbot  of  tbs 
-    "Toiirtotha-Hebridea"       ........       328 

Hisa  Sbward  lo  Qbmt.  Hio.     Jan..  10,  ITSG.-^tnotum  on  Dr.  Jobmon, 

and  on  tbe  reviev  of  the  "Tonr  to  the  Hebrides;''  Darid  Gvriok  .  S28 
BOSWKU.  to  Oeht.    Mao.       March    g.^RelatiTe  to  a  acnrriloua  attack   on 

tbe  ".Tonr  to  tbe  Hebridea"  (see  sate)  .      S31 

MiBB  SsWAftD  to  OEin.  Mao.     April  12. — On  the  cbaraoter  of  Dr.  Johneon 

as  drawn  by  hie  varioui  biagtspbera  333 

BoeiTKIX  to  GtKn.    Mao.     Apnl  IT,  1T8S. — Obsemtiona  on  Mn.  Pioui'n 

"  AnecdolM  of  Dr.  Jahnaon"  .....       338 

A.  D.  to  Gent.  Maq.    J«/y  T,  1TS7.— A  defence  of   Dr.  Johuaon  in  "OIU 

Fodnda,"bj' Biabop'Home  .....       340 

Misa  SEWAB.D  to  Oeht.  Mao.     Avg.  9. — ObsenatioDB  oti  tbe  diaraeter  of  Dr. 

Johnaon  in  "  011a  Podrida "  .  .341 

BoewEU-'e  Adrartiaement  relative  to  Jobnaon 'a  CoDneraMion  wttfa  Hi*  Hs- 

jeaty,  and  Johnaoo'a  Letten  to  Lord  Cbeeterileld;    Aleunder  Cbalmen's 

"  Loiaon  in  Biography,"  &c.;  Extract  from  Byrom  apptieable  to  Bcsweil  S4i 
Misa  Sbwa&d  to  Qtan.  Mao.     Oct.  13,  1TB3.— Dr.  Johnion'a  "  Venu  on  a 

Sprig  of  Mynle  from  a  Lady  V  MS 

BOBWELL  to  Gekt.  Mao.     Not.    16.— On  the  above  oommuniotion  of  MIbb 

Sewud        ........      346 

Hub  SawAKD  to  Geht.  Mao.     Dtc.  14.— In  reply  to  Mr.  Boavelt ;  BUiop 

Newtoo'a  cdkaraeter  of  Jobnaon  .....  3G0 
Mr.  BoewBLL  to  Qnn.  Hao.    Jan.  30, 1794.— In  hia  own  vindication,  with 

letter. from  Mr.  E   Hector  .....       SES 

Ret,  H,  White  to  Gem.  Mao.     Martk  !».— On  the  "  Ten«e  on  the  Sprig 

of  Myrtle"  ........      362 

Baub.     0<<.2].— On  the  charaoter  of  Mr.  Seward  aadnwn  by  Dr.  Jobnaon  ; 

Miaa  Saward  acknowledgea  the  letten  of  "  BeDTOlio"  aa  hen  363 

Boswell   to    Qaebjck.      Stpt.    18,    1771.— Mr.    Oisy'a   death    and    (dia- 

racter.  ;    Mr.  Hickle  and   bii  tngedy  ;    General  PaKal  Paoli ;  Jobnaon'* 

intended  Jonmey  to  ScoUand  ;  Mr.  Donaldaon'a  edition  of  Shak^wre  864 
Sahe.     AprU  11,  1771.— Death  of  Dr.  Goldamith  ;  Dr.  MoreH'B  Pronietbeni 

(note)!  JohnaoD  and bii  "Northern  Tonr"  ....  866 
BiMwkll's  "  Bemarka   on   the    Profeaiion    of  a  Player.''     In   three  ^nyi. 

Pint  printed  in  1770  .  .  868 — 888 


,..d:,i.  Google 


BtOBSiFBiuL  Notice  of  Ret.  Qeobqe  Ashby  SS4 

COSBEWOHDEIICB  BETWUM  Mk.    AtBBT  IND  Db.  PkKCI. 

AnsT  to  Pebct.    Dneription  of  tba  Hawud  Book  at  Cuobridge  38S 

Sahb.   (Eitnet.)    Oct  28,   1 709.— Obnrationi  on  the  "  NorthiunbcTtuid 

Honebold  Book,"  (or  pertwpt  tha  Honrd  Book]  S8G 

SiHE.     Dm.  13,  1773.— "Paebles  to  the  Plsj"  aod  "Cbiut'i  Kirk  on  tba 

Oiwn"        ........      886 

8a>E.     Dte.  SI Old  Scotch  Soog* ;  ^a  GIchuj  to  Douglu  ;  Sootob  wri- 

tcn  ;  Scot4^  phiua  ;  Bui  tad  Dniidiai  ;  Belluo,  mnd  the  analog}  of 

UngoBgei  .,.,....  386 
SoiE.     March  30,   lT74.^Tha  "  Roliquea,"  rsmuki  promiwd  ;    Death  of 

Mh  Herter  Percj  ;  halplm  itate  of  Mr.  Aahbj'itathar,  Edmund  |,Me  note); 

imprOTementa  in  the  "  Kellquea"  luggeBBAd  ...  -       888 

SiHE.     April  19.~.AcaaDnt  ofa  onriotiB  Legeod  or  Hiracla  FU;,  oallad  "Con- 

ulaloriam  Peocatonim  ;"  the  *•  Howard  Book"        .  .889 

SiME.     May  2^.~01j  Prandng  (lee  note)  ;  Hr.  Umb*^  "  FloddsD  Pidd'* 

<■«  ootB)    ........      891 

SiME.    Juiu  8 Od  the  ume  aabjeot  .  .  .892 

fUHE.     JiJf  S.— On  tha  aanie  anbjeet  .  .  .892 

SaML     .4}>n/lS,  1776.— Od  theumenilOect  .  .293 

CSOBKEIPaXDBHCB   Of   tBS    BeT.  QbOKQE  AbUBT  WITB  DTHBS  LiTEBlBT   HlK. 

A*BBT  to (>e«  note).      Jmt  12,  ITSO.— On  tha  purohiM  of  a 

book  1  the  Tidtatiop  Book  of  LdcKtenhiie,  1619   .  .  .391 

Notice  of  Hr.  Aabb]>*i  paper  on  a  ooin  of  Nerva  .  .       39S 

AtnBi  to  RiCHiBD  GouoH,  EsQ.  fVi.  H,  1773. — Od  Hr.  Gongh'i  error 
in  the  pte&ce  to  Aictueologia,  reapsoting  Hanry  Faran  and  the  Goadbji  j 
Honley'l  Imcripdona  ;  houae  at  Bhepreth,  Cambridgeahire  .  .       B0S 

AtBBT  to  Oent.  Xao,  Not.  1 TT4. — On  a  paaage  in  Hamlat  (we  note)  ; 
"  UOansled,' &c.     .......       SSS 

Sabb.     J/arcil,  1T7S.— On  tfaeiameiubjeat  .897 

SiHr      March.— ^a  celebrated  laiKe  diamonda  .       399 

AiBBT  to  OocOH.  JfsrcA  26.— A  HS.  copied  br  Mr.  Gou^ ;  attack OB 
If  T.  DiTBOt,  relatiog  to  lome  ancient  coiui ;  the  new  roonu  at  SoDxnet 
Hoow  of  the  Bojal  and  Antiquarian  Societiee  100 

Sine.  April  10. — Hr.  BrTsnt  on  the  ApameiD  Uedal  (lea  nc«e)  ;  Dr. 
Hunter  and  hia  cabinet  of  coioi ;  on  tha  general  subject  of  coina  ;  on  an 
aadent  gold  ring  (sea  note)  ;  Biographia  Britanuica,  and  Dr.  Kippia  (mm 
note);  the BajauxTapeatij.  .401 

Sake,     ^ny  21.— On  theaubjecl  ofcoina,  in  reptf  to  Mr.  Bryant        .       101 

flUIE.  Oct.  28. —Roman  Hitliarj  at  Leicaaler  (lee  note)  ;  Monic  PaTemenM 
(•ee  note)  ;  BlomaUdd'a  Norfolk  ;  Burton'i  Leicertenhiie,  and  Sir  T. 
OaTe*a  M8.  copj  (■eeoote)  ;  LordChetwjnd  ;  Bridgea'i  NortbantptoDihire  ; 
Hntehina'i  Dimlahirs  i  Dr.  Qawar*!  Chaahire  ;  Roman  HilluTf  at  Lel- 
eeatar  ;  the  Apamean  coin  ;  attack  od  Mr.  Qougb  in  Qent.  Mag.  (lee 
note}:  Hr.  Tjaan'i  drawing  from  Feokeabam  Churoh  (lee  note)  ;  Mr.  Tj- 
•on'a  preferment  (*ee  note)  .  .406 

SiME.  Dk.  it.— Leiceiter  Roman  Mllliaiy  ;  the  Apanwau  coin  ;  Sir  J. 
Cnllnm'a  MS.  copy,  with  addiHona,  ofSir  Richard  Gippeo's  "  Suffolk  Oenti?,'' 
and  colloetion  of  Suffolk  Epitapba;  the  Ocaliat'aitamp         .  .       403 

Babe.  Jan.  2,  1777.^ — Roman  Hilliarr,  and  Roman  coin  ;  Sir  John  Cnihun 
and  Hr.  Lort;  the  Roman  road  at  Spittle  in  the  Street  ;  tha  Rojal  Society 
and  the  Prcadent'i  ipcecbe*  ■,  Hr.  Flanta,  &o.  (t<ee  note)     .  .       409 

Bake.  Dtc  11.— Thetfiird  [ho  nolo);  Satirical  Uedal  of  Lion  tnd  Lambe  ; 
Hr.  Chariton'i  Hiitorj  of  Whitbj  (aee  note)  ,411 

Bahe  to  JoBN  NiCBOU,  Em.  Jfay  13,  1781.— Ralatire  to  raprin^  Mr. 
AafabjC-E^jonOentoo  Uwa"  (■eenota)  ,  .412 

Babe  to  Hb.  Wiluah  Bbbbebt.  April,  178T.~An  Hiitorical  Dianrtation 
on  Lad*  Elii.Tirwil'iBaokofPrajera,  and  Queen  KatlurineParr'aPrayeri4I2 
»2 
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81HE  to  Gouaa.     liarth  13,  1788.— DaMh  df  Hn.  Nkboli ;  UOj  Hi- 

wit'i  Book  of  Pnjen  As,;  Hr.  Qon^'i  "Sepulctml  MoDnnunto "  .  418 
8*luc  to  NicHOLB.     April  S. — I«iiebain*B  Knnihrafth;  LtAy  Tiitrit'a  Book 

ot  Prajen  (see  note)  ...  ...       420 

Samb.  ' April  12. — TbeOold  Book;   Holnie*'  Aoadam]! of  Armoiy;  Queen 

EUiabeth  ud  Huj  Quean  of  Scoti  (fta  noto)  .  .  .423 

SamB  to   UxxBEXT,     Jwu  4,    1790.— Tlis    QiAi  Book  ;    DkTid   Clemeat'i 

kceounl  of  Rmre  Books,  and  an  error  in  a  date  ;  the  "  ^ioe  Wanton  "  and 

tha "  Shephnrdu  Calendar "  .  .  .  .424 

Sake   to  NicBDU.     Jum  23.— Countj  Hutorka,  Sir  William  Burrell,   and 

Cnven  Ord  \  Sir  Tboouu  CaTea  cop;  of  Barton'a  Laiontanhire  (sea  note) ; 

Mr.  Pock'a  MSS.;  Biihop  More'i  HSS.  at  CMnbridca  426 

Siua.     Atig.  S. — SuggeatioDi  and  Hateriali  for  the  Hiatoi?  of  Ldceatenlili« 

(see  note)i  rapritit  In  Oent.  M^.  of  the  "  Gold  Booki"       .  427 

Ma.  K[CH1BD  Gbeen^  aooouDt  of  a  Manual  ot  Devotioni  of  Quaen  Katliarina 

Parr,  bound  in  plated  uliar  .  .  .  .  .428 

GoDOH  to  Gkht.  Hia.    A^.  6. — On  the  Queen'i  Prajm      ■  ^^^ 

Hbbbebi  to  Gent.  Mia.    Sep.  10.~On  the  tame  lubjeot       .  .      430 

Abbbt  to  Ub.  NicHou.'    Dk.  8.— (Jn  the  aame  aubjeot  .  .      430 

HKSBEitT  to  Gent.  Hia.    /oh.  16, 17S1.— On  the  lannaubjeot  .      432 

AsHBT  toQcKT.  Maq.  JfarcAlO.— Ontheiameaatgect  .  .       43G 

Abbbt   to   Nichou.    Jiae   21,    1790.--'NichDli'i   Material!  for  hi*   Leioea- 

tanhireiDr.  Poote  Gower's  CoUecUona  for  Cheahira  (aee  note)  .       43G 

SamB.     Nor.  7, 1791. — Bridgea'BNoTthainptaaihiio(aeenote);  Ur.Pennaot^ 

method  with  Hr.  A^b;       ......      438 

Same,    ilartk  23, 1800.— Hr.  Dainn  Bairinpon  on  the  Statuteai  bii  portiait 

deaiTedi  diaooierlug  hut  maidenheads  l^  meeiing    .  .  .      436 

Additiotul  Notei  to  the  A^b;  Article  .  .  .437 

NoticbofBe*.  HichikLost,  D.D.  .438 

CaoHmpoKDENci  BBTWEsn  Db.  Lost  AHD  BuaoF  Pbbct, 
LOBT  to  Pehct.     Jail.,  31, 1781. — Gotenior  PowuiJI'i  Pa^r  on  the  Origin 

and  Progreal  of  Lettera  (aee  note)  .....  438 
Sake.     AprU  5.— Relating  to  Dr.  Percj'a  promotion  in  the  Church  ;    the 

death  of  Hr.  Thnle;  Dean  Mill«  and  Bowle;'>  poema  .       438 

Same,     OcL  2,  1782.— Notice  of  Rev.  William  Allen   (aee  note),  ohi^lain  at 

Liaboni  Dr.  Fetoj'aBOn  ;  Col.  Barr£  .  .  .  .440 

Sahb.  Oc(.11.— BeUtiTe  toBiahopPercj'aaon;  LotdShelbume  .  441 
Sauk.  OO.  12.— Dr.  Heberden'a  brother  at  Uftdeiia  i  Lord  Howe^  fleet  441 
Same.     Ifm.  11. — Biihop  Percy's  aon;  Hr.  Henchel  and  the  Georgium  Sdna 

Dr.  Neville  Madtelrne,  Aitronomer  Rojal  (aee  note)  .  .       442 

8a>k.     /an.  is,  1783. — RelaliTe  to  aome  degree  given  at  Ijunbeth ;  American 

Independence,  and  anecdote  of  Dr.  FiankUn ;  Hr.  Rhaon  and  hia  attack  an 

Warton,  &o.;  Dr.  Johnaon'a  ill  health;  the  meeting  of  Pailiament,  and  B 

peUtioD   agaJDat  translation   of  Bishopi ;    the  Conatitntional    Sooietj,  and 

Pamphlet  bf  Sir  William  Jones  (see  note);  Dean  Tuckar'a  Letten  to  Lord 

Shelbume  (see  note) «48 

Sake.      Ja*.    2S.— D«an   Tucker's  Pamphlet    (see   note),   and    Dr.   Palsy's 

ComecratioD  Sermon  ;  London  and  Court  news  ;  Mn.  Biddona  .  444 
Same.     FA.  2G. — Palitlaal  news.  Lord  Shelburne  diamiaed.aad  the  state  of 

partita;  Mn.  Thnde,  and  Dr.  Johnson's  healthi  "  A  Letter  bund  nsarStraw- 

beny  Hill  "  on  the  Rovle;  oontroToraj  ....  445 
StHB.  Jfarc&ll. — Stateot parties; FranlLlin's"Refi>miedComnionPrB7ar" 448- 
Sahi.    Marth  13.— Poiitioal  news;  the  Emproa  of  Bnasia      .  .      447 

Same.    JforfA  IS.— The  Duke  of  Portland  Promier;  Bishop  Watson'i  Letter 

to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbur;"  (see  note)  .  .  .      443 

Sake,     lianh  24, — Death   of  Archbishop   Comwalliai  Arcbbiahop    Moore; 

political  news;  Bishop  Watson's  pamphlet ;  tbe  Cosrt ;   Dr.  James  Soott; 

hii  abooting  Hr.  Allgood  (aee  note)  .....      448 
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Suu.     Aprm.—Piiliaai  abangW)  dnuigw  in    tlu  OmrA;  pui^ilet  M- 
Bibuted  to  Dm  Sbiplcr      ......      ISO 

Sua.     Apr^lb.—Ur.  mtt  Piune  Hinbtar  (mb  note);  nenpiper  palUkSf 
HMiOf  Wataoa'i  Sanntm  ktComti  abridgnHnt  of  Crndeo'i  ConconUnce  bj 
Ti^;  Mwbookof  Coatt  of  AntMi  Sir  WUliun  Jonw'a  "  Dtalogne  "  (lee 
mm);  I>«a  Bhip)c>r'i  puapblet  (tee  note);  ftment  of  Archbialiop  Corn- 
••lUi;  THiow  aiiUaeM  of  SbMktpmn  in  fauid  .      4fil 

•■  A  CWid  to  dm  BWtop  of  LUudoff"  .153 

Sun.     .i4pr>f  19. — New  Laid  Uealaiuut  ;  iUaaai  of  BiilK^Toiige  md  Lord 
Hudwieka  .......       468 

Sams.     April  2S.— Diath  of  BUiop  Patij'w  Mm  ;  dcatln  of  Dr.  StintOQ  ud 

BiifacVYoiiga;  Irfahpiomotioiu;  Halone'ipunphlatonShakqMra    .       4Gt 

SaML     JfnylO. — Politiaal  nem;  Iriih  appoiatmsnU ;  dnth  of  Prlnoc  Oo- 

laTiiu  (h  note);  Cnrft'i  Bnd  &  Q.  P«ge'i  book  nln,  ud  Qukton^  Illiu. 

ttatad  Gn^er  ....'..       Ififi 

Suu.     JToy  19.— The  Frimite  Dr.  BobiuoB  ;  Dr.   Stinton'i  destli;  prefer- 
laHtaiBtlie  Cbueh;  Dr.  SooH  retnnu;  Mr.  H.   Hoirarth,  the  eminnit 
CeanMl   (lee  note);  iOntm  of  Lord  Hudwlcke  ;    Hn.  ThrUe'i  redooed 
ftwlniMa  ;    Cuine'i   Bible;  tmuUtiDn  of  Salomon'!  Song   bj    Hn.   Anae 
Fnnde  (aas  note} ;  Mr.  Ritio&'i  pamphlet  agsinit  the  editon  of  Shikipaare  ; 
Mr.  Capel'a  8ohool  of  Shak^Mre       ....  4S6 

SaMK.     Jmu  a. — Thanka  Biahop  Pero;  for  hia  oongiatnlailona  on  Ui  marriage 
(•«  note) ;  ohancter  of  hia  wife  (aee  note) ;  Biidii^  Mawtao^  nsaoBa  for 
DBRTiDg  (note)  ;  Biahop  Watnn  and  Ifr.  CumbeclaBd  (aee  noM);  Lori 
Uafdwieka^  balth .  ......       4fi7 

SamM.     Jtm4  t. — Hr.   Cumbeilaiid  and  Biahop    Wataon  (aee  note);    "The 
OaauUc;  Cnnte^  Anver  ;"  Rowlej'i  Poenia,bj  Bubert  Croft;  "LiAaf  the 
Coil  III  wa  of  DVTOBafaiK;"  Conntva  of  Cxlnle  oasfined  in  the  Tower  doling 
tke  Inlanqnnm     .......      468 

Sun.     Aitf,  1. — Dr.  JotuuoD'a  hcoltb,  and  hit  poitratt  bj  Opie  (ue  note); 

Idcd  George  OordoD'apunphlel;  Biahop  of  Mota  Scotia     .  469 

SiMi.     FA.  14, 1784.— Ueath  of  Dean  HiUea  (aee  nola);  cfipoaiUan  to  Sir 

Joaaptt  Banka  in  the  Bojal  Sociatj  (lee  note)  .  .  .       4fl0 

Suu.      FA.  24.— Hr.  King  eieoted  Pr»ident  of  the  Soinet;  of  ADtiqnaricB 

frv  tampon;  Lord  De  Ferma  expected  to  praide  (aee  note);  death  of  Dr. 

Morall  (aee  Dotal;  aHoog  part;  againat  Sir  Joaaph  Banka;  ill  health  of  Dr. 

JolinaoD;  inatitntioD  of  a  waekl;  oinb  in  Eaiai  Street  (aee  note} ;  thoLitemy 

Oab;  thePoitludVaMdooribodbjBartoUand  Wright  461 

Sun.     FA.  28.— Ueftat  in  the  R^  Sooie^  of  tbe  putj  againat  8ir  Joceph 

Banks;  Hr.    Wiliiam  PreatOD,  atlerwtrdi  Biahop  of  Ld^n  (ae«  note); 

oheirieaat  St.  %d.  k-pieoe  to  treat  Billj  Pitt;  tbe  DiMonten,  Bepublicana, 

and  BefiinDan  in  hia  bTonr  .....       462 

SiaMK     JfaicA  28.— Hr.  lUobard  Gamon  disappoints  the  Duke  of  Chandoa'a 
■vpKtatioDs  (aee  note)  ;  the  QreM  BmI  stolen;  DInea  of  the  Prince  di 
Wales;  Jsremj  Tajlor  blunt  his  "  Libart;r  of  PrajdiSB^g;"  sale  of  the  Yat- 
*erton  iibnrj  .......       463 

Samk.    Jidy  27.— Mrs.  Thnle's  marriage  with    Piotii ;  Major  Tallaoce;  ; 
Bogeoa  Aimm'^  CeltioDiotioBarj  J  hia  greM talents  (sea  note);  Oiatlerton'i 
Work  and  bia  WiU  ......      484 

SaMC  Am^.  19. — On  some  ai^lieation  to  tbe  Archbishap  of  Canlerbutj;  a 
Biahop  of  Non  Sootla  piDpaaod;  tronblod  state  of  the  Irlah;  the  Yelverton 

MSB.  (see  note) 4eS 

Sun.  ilai/  S,  17S6. — Dublin  Antiquarian  Sooie^;  Gorenior  Pownall  and 
Hr.  Ledwich  relatirato  the  Ship  Temple;  death  of  Alderman  Norfolk, Mn. 
Last's  bthap;  deathof  Dr.  Johuoo,  nndaoeadoteaofhin  (seenote);  Bkliap 
Pnstou,  and  hia  rise  ;  T.  Warton  nuule  poet  lantwte  (we  note)  466 

SusB.  Jumt  34.— Prinia  of  the  Piinee  of  Walea  and  Prunals  of  IreUnd;  the 
B«w  Antigoarim  Sooistj  of  Dublin  (see  ■■oto);  Sir  Asbton  Lercr'B  Hnaeom 
(we  note);  Hr.  Dnaneli  ooins;  prints  of  tho  Emptiorof  China's  battles  with 
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the  Tutuii  Handenon^  ut  of  Hoguth.'i  prioti;  Alaxudriftn  Naw  Tarti^ 
Dumt  (*e«  note)(  thinlu  of  vkhiiig  Bishop  Percj  il  Dromare  460 

Sua.  Aug.  IG. — Journej  to  Cheriar,  &a.;  Mr.  TimTu'i  uuwer  to  Qibbos; 
Rabart  Henm'i  (PinkertOD'i)  "  Lottan  on  Utantnra;"  Dr.  JoIiiuod'b 
Pnjen;  Boawidl'*  oonTSiHtioD  with  the  King  rdative  to  the  title  at  tbs 
"    ■     ■  471 


SiHE.     Oct.  SL— HuuKTipt  of  the  Goapek  in  Dnblin  CollEfje  Libnrji  Hn. 

.  Pioni  &ud  her  "Aneodolea  of  Dr.  Johnaoni"  Boawell'a  "Tour  to  the 
Habridtie;"  Jahnion'i  Dictwnu;;  Sir  Jobu  Hawliiaa'i  Lifb  and  Woi^i  of 
JohoioDi  Hawkina'a  "  Ignoramus;''  IbJiui  pU;  of  B^iits  Pottt,  tbundbj 
Dr.  Fumer  at  Clue  Hall;  De  FrnS  Hlitcnj  of  Union  of  Scatlud  with 
En^and,  and  bis  other  propoaed  worb ;  the  Earl  of  Bristol  (Bi^op  of 
Den;,  and  Mn.  Yesmler  (see  note);  portnits  of  Irish  patriots  47S 

S«H(.  Dec.  16,  lT86.~Hr.  Pinkerton  and  his  woriu)  Dr.  Towen's  Ule  of 
Dr.  Johnson;  WhiCebojs  in  Ireland;  Americ&a  Biahopa;  Bishop  Ek^niy 
and  bis  mitre;  obsrge  in  the  annotated  Tatler  against  Swift  (see  note]      1T4 

Suu.  jraKA8,1787.— DisturbedstateoftheCbuichinlralutd;  tbe Uisaanteia 
and  the  Teat  Aet;  the  Amecioui  Bidiop*;  Mn.  Pioxii  and  hei  mar- 
riago  ........       i77 

8iHB.  JfartA21.— The  IiM  Church  and  the  DiMenten;  Mra.  Pioni  and 
her  inteoded  work  on  JidmsoD;  sopplemenluT  TOlume  of  Johnson'a  Woriu, 
"The  Debates  Id  the  Senate  of  I  jlliput "  (see note) ;  rariewof  the  "Sabtime 
and  Beautiftil,"  b;  Hurph;,  not  Johoson  .178 

S*HB.  ^jn^  8.— Emection  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Twt  Act ;  political  taotid; 
the  republiciilion  of  Sherlock  and  Hoadly'a  pamphlets  on  the  Uissealejs;  Dr. 
Wm.  Campbell's  answer  to  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne  (see  note}  ;  poetical  aqoib 
against  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  on  his  turning  Protestant;  female  asBoinBtion  in 
Ireland  against  payment  of  tithes ;  a  cunous  pamphlet  of  tbe  same  kind 
pablidied  lese  in  England,  with  an  eitract  .479 

BlIfB.  AprU  9.— The  Dissenters  and  thdr  pamphlets  ;  Biahopa  Shipley  and 
Watson  ;  Dr.  James Hacknigbt's  tnuuUtionof  the  Epistles,  (see  note);  Lady 
Percy,  that  was  in  the  Ring's  Bench  prison  with  Sheriff  Sayre,  (see  note)  ; 
Tbe  King  has  the  gout  .  ...  .182 

Same.  Jfay  13. — Journey  to  Cambridge  and  Ely  nith  Biriiop  Barrington  ; 
tbe  Dablin  MS.  of  St,  Mattheir>  Gospel  about  to  be  published  ;  the  Alaz- 
kndrlan  MS.  ;  sermon  to  pioTe  the  authenticity  of  tbe  Doiolcgy  ;  Dr.  Bent- 
ley's  nlnmea  of  the  New  Testament ;  "  The  World"  conducted  by  Capt. 
Topham  and  Mr.  Miles  Peter  Andrews  ;  Priotley'a  letter  to  Mr.  PiU  ; 
Lord  North's  last  speech  and  total  blindness  ;  Rei.  Jos.  Beriagtoa's  letter 
to  Priestly,  and  other  Roman  Catholic  pamphlets,  (see  note);  Lindsay's 
Liturgy  used  in  America  ;  Irish  Society  for  Christisn  Knowledge ;  portrait 
of  O'Loacy  ;  Mrs.  Fioiii  and  "  Johnson's  Letters  ;"  Sir  John  H&wklns 
pnlled  to  piecn  in  the  Monthly  Reiiew  (see  note)  ;  Bp.  Feicy'a  Lettw  on 
FossU  Hems  in  Ireland  (see  note) ;  Pinkerton  on  the  Celts  .       IBS 

Slim,  /km  26.— ControveraisI  pamphlets  (see  note);  Conrayer's  Last  Sen- 
timents (see  note) :  David  Williams's  Liturgy  on  i;nivenal  Principin  (aee 
note)  1  Beaufort's  Map  of  Ireland  ;  the  state  of  the  Irish  Ctrnrch  ;  On  at 
Dodsley's  warehouses,  and  wwks  burnt  .  .  .       48S 

Same.  Aug.  14. — Dr.  Inglis  elected  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia;  doctrine  at 
the  Oenenl  Assembly  of  Scotland,  respecting  the  head  of  tbe  Cbonh  ;  Mr. 
Wharton,  a  Popish  priest,  converted,  and  bis  pamphlet ;  Ol^esry^  letter  48S 

PncT  to  Lom.  Mattk  2,  173S. — Mr.  Browne's  pamphlet  vindicating  the 
QoTemment  ralatiTc  to  the  Artiolea  of  Limerick  ;  Dr.  Porteus  made  Bishop 
of  London  ;  London  nuisances         .....       490 

LOKT  lo  Percv.  April  17. —Bishop  Porteus  ;  preferments  in  the  Cburoh  ; 
Mr.  Soame  Jenyns  and  his  works;  Mr.  Bnice's  Trmiels  satirised  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Walker  in  his"  Irish  Bards;"  "Johnson's  LeCters,"  and  Mrs.  Pioni ; 
Dr.  Pritatiey  called  Anti-ChrlM  ;  state  of  the  Church  in  America  ;  emigrant* 
lo  America  (see  uote)  ......      492 
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Sua,    JfaySl: — Dr.  Fumar'a  muriage  with  Min  Hallon  btolten  off;  Mr. 
Cottiiighun^  muriige  to  Mia  Wolt«7,  with  ■  ■hoitaooouot  of  tbe  lAd;  and 
htrbaaij  .......      465 

Sm.  Aug.  1. — Hr.  Cottinghmtn  uid  fail  msmiige  ;  punpbleli  on  Iretnad 
bjDr.  HalsmfldMi.  Browna  ;  Dr.  Hsln^>'8urve;  ;"  Abicon  eipsdition, 
•nd  Ur.  Ledjmnl  (tee  note)  ;  tha  Wentminiter  Election  ;  robbw;  of  coiai 
udmedalaattlieDiikearDevDiMfain'i  .       ISfl 

SiKB,  April  13, 1789.— Dr.  Lort'i  ill-health  ;  the  King^  illnen  ud  reco- 
Tsi;  ;  the  pamplileti  inued  at  that  period  ;  Ihe  Dinentera  and  ths  Teat 
Act ;  Hn.  Pioui'a  "TnTola  ;"  Min  HaRon  mairied  ;  iateoded  cetebntion 
uSLPanl'iforthaKiiig'BreooTerT  .  .498 

Sua.  Jmt  14.— BuTStt^  "  HiMoiJ  of  Bristol,"  and  Chatlerton  ;  Hr.  Rit- 
■onnpnlwdatlbaSoeietjotAjitiquaria;  Mn.Piaiii'iTnvBli;  thaDinenten 
and  tbe  TMt  Act      .  .       4BS 

8m.  yWy  11. — Lord  BtBnfaDpe*B  Billa  for  Toleration  ;  Dr.  Farmar'i  pam- 
phlet on  Shak(p«n ;   "Hintato  theNawAwKiation;"  Barratfa  "  Hlitorj 

ofBriW^d" 601 

Sunt.      JfonA  12, 1790.— Dr.  Lorfa  aocoont  of  hia  tour  in  tbe  North        502 

Sam.     Afrii\6. — Sends  a  number  of  pamphleta,  with  remarks  j  Hr.  Bnrke 

and  bk  "  tteflactiatig  on  tbe  french  ReTolutian  ;''    Afrioan  AiHiciatiaii ) 

G«at|[C  Stecrena  and  bia  trick*  on  Qough  and  Pegge  j  Ihe  Amerioaa  inacrip- 

.    &»,  luerted  iatbe  Arcbteologia  G04 

Ma,</  1 Tbe   Popiah  Bishopa'  oppoaition  to  the  pmceediagi  of  the 

imitlse  relatiTe  to  thor  anit  to  Parliament ;  letter  to  one  of  the  Biahopa  ; 
Lerd  PaCre'i  letter  to  Bidiop  Honle;  ...  SOS 

R«narka  on  Lord  PMre'i  latter  b;  Biabop  Percj  .  t>07 

Sa>m.  -  J/ajf  fi. — Biaht^  Honlaj'a  pamphlet  againiE  the  D\BBentarfl  ;  "  Apo- 
logy %at  the  Cler^  and  Liturgj,"  and  other  pamphleta^   Soame  Jenjna  ; 
JohMwn'B  Monamenl  prapoMd  (aee  note);  Steoveoa'a  satir«  oa  the  Anti- 
qnariao  Soeiat;  . .  .  .  .       fiDT 

flitn.     May  11. — Proposed  oath  of  Ihe  Catholici ;  Roglish  newspaper  to  be 
printfld  in  Paria,  and  Mr.  CouiUney  ;  the  lot  books  of  Lli;  ;  Mr.  Whalej 
the  Iriah  tnTeller,  and  hia  journey  to  Jenualem  SOU 

SaMB.  yuwie,— Sir  RobertChamban's  letter  tent  to  H.Walpoiei  Sir  William 
Scott  and  If  r,  Bleerens  ;  papeia  relatiTe  to  Rowley  lodged  in  Britiib  Museum 
bj  Dr.  Qlyns  ;  Sir  Robert  Chamben's  IMter  i«comDvnded  M  be  pabliahed 
in  European  Hagaiina  (see  note)  ;  tbe  Arabic  tianalation  of  Uvj  \  anecdote 
of  Mr.  Wlwley  (see  DoU)  ;  Bruca's  TmTala  ;  the  African  Aaiociation  ;  Mr. 
QeoT^  Chafanean's  editioa  of  Da  Foe's  works  .  GIO 

Sax*.     f<ilf  13. — I>r.  Lett's  accident,  and  Hn.  Percy'a  illness  ;  sends  pam- 
phlet ;  mnarki  on  them  ...  ,  fill 
Balu.      J<dy  1,7.— De  Foe'a  Litto ;  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell'i  ■■  Strictum  on  the 
.  History  of  Inland  ;''  Dr.  D.  A.  Beanbrfs  tnnacripts  from  Lord  Carew'a 
MBS.  at  Lambeth    .......       fil3 

Sake.     A»g.  S.— -Dmidioal  Temple  transfdanled  by  Qenent  Conway  to  Park 

place,  near  Henl^;  the  lost  books  of  Livyj  sends  pamphlets i  tbs  names  of  (bur 

RamBD  Catholic  Bishopa;  tha  Irish  Catholics  and  the  oath)  the  "  L«yman'i 

Latter  •*  two  redoia  of  Harylebone  at  one  time  Gil 

San.     A*g.  5.— Sen<b  pamphlets  ;  Sir  U.  Englefleld  elected  Vic«-Pr«sident 

orSoide^afAntiqnariea  .       5U 

SaMB.       A*g.  21. — RelaUTe  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Hill  of    Maiylebone  ; 

T"-' — ;■  Percy's  sermon;   animal  magnetiBm;  Qeoige  Cbahners'a  IJf^  of  De 

Foe;  Dr.  itiat  Canol,  ths  Roman  Catfaolic  Bidiop  of  BalUmore        .       S14 

SaMS.    'A7X.  4.— Mts.  Hill  ;    Mrs.  Percy's  ill-h«Blth  ;    Mr.  Steerena  on  the 

•nppoaeJ  diaintarment  of  Milton's  corpae       ....       £10 

Pncr  toHBS.  Lon.    Ftb.  1791.— On  the  death  of  Dr.  Loit  617 

H».  \jaxt  to  PmvCT.     FA.  27.— PromiseB  to  retoro  all  the  Biahop'a  letters  ; 

niUtiTe  to  Mn.  Hill 51S 
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LsiTEai  BirvKiK  Da.  Loht  mv  Da.  Bikck. 

BiKca  to  L0B.T.     Mag  9, 1761  .—Mr.  Lorfs  pnjpaMd  Lifs  ud  CorreqiondnicM 

of  Dr.  Baotlsj  ;  illnen  of  Bbhop  Sherlook    .  .  .  .       G19 

Lost  M  Bibcb.     JUay  12.— Dr.  Beotlef'i  letlen;  Lord  Qnurilla  i  Bmtlsj'i 

worlu  ........       G19 

SaMB.     JTm.  30,  1702.- Lord  Bkcon'i  letten  ;    MS.  of  Quine  Bcmlp,  tha 

DoladBUok  .......       fiSO 

SiKB.     ilTov.  13, 1764.— On  Ika  letUn  of  Howud  Eul  of  Northuspton  lo 

Cut  GuI  oT  8«aenet  (■••  note)     .  .  .  .       G30 

Sahe.     Pm.  2. — Loid  NorthauqitoB'*  Utten ;  aopj  of  >  latter  of  tha  Eul  <rf 

Narthampbm  to  tha  Bulof  Someraat  ....       522 

Same.     Ifm.  29, 17U.— Ma.  ■oconnt  of  OutIm  II.'b  eraqjo  kftar  tba  b»ttle 

of  WorceaUir  (>ae  note)  1  Sir  Darid  TMrpapla,  Lord  Hkitea  .      533 

Lettbhs  fAOH  Dm.  Lobt  to  tbk  Hon.  Hoa&ca  ff alfolb. 

LoBT  to  KioHAKD  CuBBiBLAitD,  Esft.  (hs  hoU).     Dk.  22,  1759. — Dr.  B«ni. 

Isy^  •■  Ldcui  )"  reqneria  Hr.  Cnmbariuid  to  iatroduaa  him  to  Mi.  Walpols  625 
Some  cunorjp  Ramuks  on  Walpole'i  Cat^ogne  of  Rojal  and  Nobis  Antbon, 

bj  Dr.  LoR  .......      526 

Lean  lo  Wauols.     Ftb,  7,  1760.— Pnrtbcir  RaauAi  <m  ■*  Ro;^  ind  Kobla 

Anlbon  i"  ladj  MuhMB  ;  Lad;  HiraKHiia,  Ooontaaa  irf  Wanriok,  an  ma- 

thoiea  ;  Lord  (^al'>  "  Dailj  ObaemtioDa  ["    pamphlat  aaoribad  to  Hr. 

Robert  Walpole        .......       529 

Bau.       Ftb,   26.— Lord  Del«*aT*a  acoonnt  of    Virginia  ;    Lord  Chandoi^ 

"  Hans  Bnbaericn"   (aev  nolo)  ;    Ballad  of  "  Ohriit'i  KJrk  of  the  Qrawi  i" 

Lord  Qrej'B  "  Anoonnt  of  the  Plot"  ....       580 

Sank.    July  27.:-Hr.  Loit'e  MrmoB  baton  the  UniTenIt;  .      Sll 

Sau:     Jfar«kl4,  ]7S2.—Coiiimenda  the"  Aneodotaa  of  Painting"  532 

Same.    JTiu  10,  I76S.— Oorre^iondeneeor  Ckn  Bari  of  Somenet  and  Oth^ 

beij 682 

Sahb.    AmS.— HntderofSirThoiaaeOTertiniT;  SirJohnHoUea  6SS 

Sahe.  Ai.l,lTT3.~RelatiTatoabookafuiecdotea;AdniinbleCrejgfah»634 
8aiu.  July  6,  1776. — RelMiTe  to  a  anrioni  oaae  of  inuatuoui  maniage  534 
Bamk.     /mm  11, 17TS.— Totae'a  print  of  Ctiarl«I.  and  hi*  Qneeo,  the  nme 

aa  tliat  published  b;  Tan  Voorat ;  mention  of  it  in  the  Hinatea  of  Sodetj 

ofAntiquarie*  .......       534 

Same.  July  10.— Tbanki  for  M>mepiotaraB  lent  bj  Mr.  Walpola  .  S3S 
Same.  Aiig.  1.— Send*  piinta  of  WiUon  the  punter,  and  St.  Paul's  Croa  635 
Bahb.  Aiig.  6.— Hr.  WaddiloTe'a  lell«r  on  Engliafa  Portiaita  In  Spain  6SS 
Sank.     Aiiff.  7.— Note*  of  St.  Panl'a  Crow  ;  HnnU  on  Enouiitia  Painting  ; 

Mr.  Waddiloie;  Dr.  Hatj;  Hr.  Lort')  intended  jonmaj to  the  North       638 
Same.    Jwu  20, 177S.— Hr.  Loif  a  paper  aa  Celts,  &o.  ;  Tiaooant  ^uumon's 

"IHsconnee"  .......      S37 

Sanb.    JuUiO.—"  Clubbe'i  KijdogDomj,"  aod  H<^utb>  print ;  Shirie;^ 

tranla  ;  Hogarth^  mirki ;  mateiala  6>r  the  "  NarratiTe"  relating  to  Chat' 

terloD  ;   letter  of  ChaKerton  to  the  "  Town  and  Coantij  M^asine"      637 
Sake.     July  2S.-^>n  Chatterton^  Poems  .  .640 

Same.     Sept.  4. — Rowlej  oontwiTCaj  ;  Hr.  George  Catoott  against  Waiton, 

and  dehnoe  of  Rowlej  ......       640 

Same.     Jan.  11, 1779.— Mr.  Waddi]ove'stett«rabaatplotaTes  which  belonged 

to  Charles  I.  at  Madrid  ;  Mr.  Swinburne's  "  Aooount  of  Spain"  641 

Same.     May  IS. — Sends  a  dimwiog  bj  Mr.  l^aon  ;  Ur.  Qrimm  ennged  to 

make  a  drawing  of  the  "  Embarkation  of  Henr;  VIII."  at  Windioi  (lea 

note);  Hn.  Pennj>  poems  .....       611 

Same.     Jam  8. — Artiide  rdaliTe  to  tha  Anndel  Harblea  In  Qent.  Hag.,  aap- 

poaed  to  be  by  Judge  Blackitons  ;  HS.  with  nota  bjr  Six  John  Cnllnm  543 
Waifole  to  Lon.    Jwu  4. — The  MS.  illustratiTt  of  the  pcMrailB  on  panael 

of  Henr;  TI.  &a.,  at  Bur;,  and  dcaoription  of  them  (see  note)  ,       542 

LoBT  to  Walfole.     Jvu  11.— On  the  abore  rojal   portnits  ;     Hogaith'a 
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h>at^u«!•  to  "  OnUiTw'i  TnTdi  j"  "  The  Seoond  AnticipUiiin,**  uorib^ 
to  BU17;  Lemon  "  Oortame"         .  .  ,  .  ,       Sit 

SuL    Aug.  31.— SeDdibMikiiiDtn>diictiiHiti>theLMiaNuntiT«arH«nn 
aixth'a  nit  to  B1U7  (ne  note)  .fill 

Sial.    Sit*.  8.— Mr.  Walpole^  critieinu  on  Hiraohtsld^  "  'Hieoi?  of  Qu- 
litniBg  ;"  *■  Thiorie  d«  Jwding  ;'■  Mr.  Wtultivj  on  "  OwdeiunK  f  the 
Kmfnm  ol  Bohs  wl  tho  Jnoita  ;  Dr.  Loit  ^pi^lod  Clutplaln  to  Arob- 
bidwp  Commllb  ......       filfi 

Suu.    Ac.  a,  17S0.-^aliD  Cuter'a  dnwing  of  tlu  hcaut  of  Haaj  III. 

(loe  Dotw) 6ia 

auic     IT81.— SheldoD'B  nk  <na  note);  Prince  Clurln  of  Lor- 

„~»« HT 

Suu.    ^}>ra2.^.  Cutar'ihewlofHeiiqrin.  .      MT 

Buu.     5^.  17. — US.  on  pMnting  lent  ^  Siahop  Hmcbliflb  ;  notea  nude 

dariDg  Ua  not  to  Soira; ;  atktuB  of  a  Saxon  king  found  in   WeatmlDUer 

Hall ;  J<Jin  Outer  .  .MB 

SiMM.     Sam.   S. — Mr.  Vilpale'a  Intunded  memoir  of  Madame  Du   De&nd 

(be*  note)  i   inbee  for  a  joat  chuacler  of  Toltaiie  ;  pamphlet  coutBining 

kttv*  bjr  Cher.  BoaSoi  .....       MB 

Buc    ^iirtA7, 1T8S— PSctnreotoneoftheTamar&mil;  fi49 

Bam*.     Dtc  SO.~Dr.  Lort  lasTee  I^mbeth ;   letter  frvna  Dr.  Ewin  to  Sir 

Walts   Bavlinaan,    announcing    the  daath    of    Rct.    WiUiam  Colo  (aee 

"*•) 660 

BUI.     ysa.  0,17Sfl.— Send*  "Life  of  Father  Archangel)"  .       660 

Suu.     JiJjie,lTS8.— Rer.  Q.  Aahbjand  hiaMS.  bookofpnfanof  Queeo 

Katharine  Put  ;  robbeiy  of  ooina  at  the  Duks  of  Davoiuhira'i  G6I 

Buu.    July  25.— PMMge  in  "  HiUngea  de  Tignenil  Harrtille  "  ralatiTe  to 

Sr  Eanelm  Dtgbj  and  hia  ladj  .....       GGl 

Suu.     J^y  28.— Tbanki  Mr.  Walpole  for  hia  remarka  on  Mr.  Aahbj'a  US. 
nliune  ;  the  Derooahire  medala  ;  Lend  Buchan'i  "  Life  of  Napier  ; "  Ur. 
Maam'a  pamphlet  on  the  ■*  York  Lunatic  Hoapital ; "  intended  Joumej  to 
Bonkf^e  to  aee  antiquitice  .....       651 

Sua*.  J^ot>.IO.~-DT.QtegDi:r'euiemoii'ofChattertonfortheBiog.Brit*iinicaGfi3 

SalU.    /ii/j   8,  1789.- Hr.  Porter,  and   letter  iwommending  bim  to  Dr. 

Poatlethwaita  .......       663 

Suu.     jlsjr.   1. — Hr.  Bairett'a  "  Hiatorj  of  Briatol,"  and  matoriaJ*  for  the 

*  Namti*e  "  relatiTe  to  Chatterton  (aae  noto)  .  .  .       663 

fuMEB,  Rn.  Db.  (o  Qknt.  Mao.    Jfny  26,  1793.— Relatjn  to  Walpole'k 

eornapondeuce  witb  Chatterton  (aae  noto)     .  .661 

Lou  to  WaLTOLB.     Aug.  T,  1789. — Send*  some  venea  Ihna  an  old  Cambridge 

edlectioo  ;  the  I^tiu  letter  iutrodnccd  b;  Barrett  in  the  Pra&cs  to  hia  Bift. 

terj  of  Briatol  written  bj  Dr.  Qljnn  ;  the  two  >oiu  of  the  Duke  de  Lian- 

eoort  bmo^it  to  England  for  education        .  ,  ,       GG6 

WiLtoLi'B  oandoct  towarda  Chatterton  ;  Dr.  aiegoi7'B  opinion  ;  oop;  of  Ih'. 

Liwr'atiodicstion    of  Mr.  Walpole  with  regard  to  Chatterton,  from  the 

Biop^hw  Bfitannisa         ......      S68 

te  Chattorton'a  knowledgo  of  Henldij,  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bigland,  Somenet 

Heiald,  pnbabl;  bj  Iter.  James  Dallavaj'   .  .      ES6 

Limu  OF  Db.  Pbhct  ano  Dk.  Bikcb. 

NoncM  or  thb  Ret.  Db.  THoaas  Bibch        ....      EST 

PiacT  n>  Bibch.    Apnl  21,  1763.— Worka  of  the  Duke  of  Bimkingfaain; 
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bj  Mia  Charlotte  Brooke 707 

Sam.  Eft.  SO.— Inqiuriea  ^wnt  oopiea  of  hli  "  Iriih  Drev"  iieut  to  Mr. 
ElnlT TOT 

WaixHB  to  Pmboi.  StpL  16. — "  BeotdleotkiDi  of  the  Life  of  Bheuitone" 
(les  note) ;  Whila^  "  Onrtioni  of  CSoen  ;"  Hoole^  tnulation  of  Ercilla'i 
pDon  ;  ahariattaSniith'B"&nn^ine;"  RabertM>n'i"HiMa7of  Amcrlea;" 
aneodola  of  Chariei  V.;  BitaonV  Tiilt  to  Ireland    .  .  .708 

Vux^  to  EhWBH.  Dte.  21.— Print  of  Iridi  DnMa  from  MS.  FrolMart  it 
Oxfvd         ........      TOO 

Qovds  to  Walkbk.  /ok.  12, 1TB9. — OoDohuJoB  of  Mr.  Qongh'i  addition*  to 
"  Irdand"  In  Camden'e  BriUnnia;  the  "  Iriah  DnM''  not  adTeitiiad  ;  re- 
nwki  (A  the  [tetaa  ;  iknr  progiMi  of  the  noond  vdiune  of  "  Sc^oldiial 


WjtLKBK  to  QousH.  FA.  22.— Bariewa  of  the  "  Iriih  Dreaa"  bj  EngUib 
Beiiew  and  Qent-M^.i  oomplaina  of  the  latter  Beriew     .  710 

WaLU*  to  Pn«T.  atpL  22.— Writea  to  Mr.  Bitun  ielati*a  to  hla  attack 
onBidwpPwcy;  wrileatoHr.  Ha;l<7  on  tha  iobjeot  of  the  "  ReUquei ;" 
Mr.  Shea 710 

SaMB.  No:  T.— Mr.  RHwn'i  leplj  to  Mr.  Walker,  with  eztraota  ;  Mr,  Wal- 
ko^tonrto  Buloo;  DMeli  with  •  popil  of  old  ^117,  wlio  plaji  aoma  tonee 
1000  jeari  old;  Hn.  Laey  of  Oaillile  .Til 
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Walbck  to  Qeht.  Hio.  Aiy.  20,  ITBO.— Renwrk*  on  Mretal  miticla  in 
Oent.  Bilig.  ;  Mr.  J.  Ui^ier.;  ^gtutare  of  CUo  Id  tba  "  SpwiUtM  f  mms- 
Ooleat  Ote  Pocte  Fap«  ud  Fhil^  ;  new  adltioa  of  ■■  Tlia  World  i"  d«w 
edition  of  Eenrj  Bimke'i  Woriu,  bj  hia  daogliter  .  .  71! 

WALKEBtoPBECT.     ^t^.  3, 1791.— B^  given  b;  the  Blaclor  of  M«aU   71S 

Same.  A^g.  31. — Dr.  Ledwieh  and  hii  work  ;  Gme'i  "  Irghnd  ;"  Hr. 
Oandon's  monument  lor  Gme;  deUh  of  Kn.  Merrjn  AnJuUU  (loaiioto)! 
Dr.  t>edvich preparing  papers  for  the  Dablin  Tmuactioiu )  Un.fimith'i 
DOT^  of  "  Celertinn"  and  "  Henniane;"  Colonel  V«ll»ncoj'«  "Tour  in  Iro- 
lutdi"  Ur.  WalkerpropoMB  to  make  ■  touronthe  Continrat;  Lord  Cbaris. 
mont;  the  Knniui  Court  pracnU  the  DabliD  Academy  with  *  Ghvek  timna- 
la^on  of  Tii^l  ;  Ur.  Qnjdou  pr««eDl>  tfaem  with  toiuli:  Briitid;  Him. 
Veanley  ;  the  Held  of  theHftj-tteck  ;  Chetteitou'e  mother  and  ibter  ;  linen 
occuioned  b;  Mn.  Qanning's  punphlet       ....       71X 

BiHK.  Stpl.  11. — Mki  Gunning  and  the  King  of  Fiance  ;  Bnlprii'  On«k 
truulatioD  of  Virgil  (aee  note) ;  Mr,  Bojd'a  poemi  ;  Ur.  Ritaon  ;  Paine  and 
hie  Life,  bj  Mr.  George  Chalmen;  Mr.  Kirwan  and  Hn.  0'Neil(  original 
portraita  found  at  Delvillo  ;  hia  intended  tour  to  Ttalj  ;  requnta  an  Istro- 
duction  to  Sir  William  Hamilton      .  .  .717 

PHHcr  to  Walkks.  Sept.  34— Girea  a  letter  of  introdoction  la  Mr.  Bjtm  at 
Rome  [we  note);  Lord  Charlemont;  the  handwriting  of  Milton  in  htaoi^j 
of  Lycophron  identified-,  Hr.  Bjrea,  the  Pope'i  anCiquai;  ;  Hona.  Hallel'a 
"  Introdoction  to  the  Uiiitorr  of  Denmark"  .  .       718 

Walker  to  Pkxct.  Fmnkfort.  Jidy  23, 1TB2 — Mr.  Bjm-.ttx.  Moir,  hi*  na- 
nephewandaooceHir.ridicuIedontheltalianitagei  H.  MalletandhiilMkri 
■tate  of  aocietj  at  Rome  ;  Sir  William  Hamilton  aDd  aocieQ  at  Nifdea  ;  tha 
hermit  of  the  monotain ;  varioDB  incident!  of  bit  toor  .  .       719 

Same.  Jan.  fl,  1793.-1110  atUtck  of  the  Det^nden  on  Mr.  Blanker  and 
othen;  the  engagement  at  Canicknacnaa  ;  Hr.  John  FoMer  the  Speaker's 
efforta  to  qndl  the  riola  (aee  iiate)i  return  to  Dublin  .  .      733 

Sake 17S4. — (See  uote}  ;  on  the  ooudnot  of  Mr.  Ritaon  lowarda 

BiahopPeroj  .......      726 

Walkeb  to  PlNKEBTON.  Jfov.  16. — Mutual  oorreqnndeDce  deaind  ;  Mr. 
Ledwich  and  Mr.  Walkcr'a  contribaUona  Co  the  AoadaiiT  TranMOttona  ; 
Mr.  EInulj;  Qanenl  Tallancej;  Hiia  Chariotte  Brooke'a  Reliea  of  Iridi 
Poetr;  ........       728 

WALKEBtoPBECT,  Jfoir*  7, 1797.— Mnidor  of  RoT.  Dr.  W.  Hanultoo  and 
Mn.  Waller  (am  note]  ;  capture  of  Spaniih  ihipa  ;  Hajley'e  "  Lih  of  Hil- 
toDj"  the  hiatorj  of  blank  Tone  in  En^and  ;  on  the  rotrictioD  of  the  Soa- 
net  b;  tbs  Italians    .......       73» 

Sake.  (Date  unknown) .-^Notes  an  panagea  in  the  ■'  Beliquea,"  and  on  the 
flrat  edition  of  Shakapfare ;  genius  of  Shaiupeare  ;  bints  to  Mr.  Haloneontha 
Iiiah  character;  Dr.  Warton  and  bia  edition  of  Pope's  works  ;  Dr.  Bunuy^ 
'•  Memoin  of  Metsstasio,"  and  •'  Hiatorf  of  Uuaio"  .  ,731 

Waleeb  to  PiNKEXTOn.  JfortA  13. — Hii  iiteraij  pro^aota  ;  on  tha  death 
of  Homee  Walpole;  scenery  of  Wicklov       ....       78S 

Waleeb  to  Pebct.  March  20.— Observatioiu  on  blank  Terse  among  tha 
Italians  and  Fiench  .  .734 

Same.    JforrA  2G. — Same  aDbjeetcooUiinad   ....       738 

Sahs.  Apr^  3.— Poem  of  the  Earl  of  Ettex  ;  Hr.  Maisden's  "  CUalogne  of 
DictioDUiea;"  death  of  Mr.  Pinkerton's  child  ;  illncaa  of  the  Earl  of  Mwtk 
(■ae  note)     .  .  ...  .  .789 

SaeB.  Jfoy  20.--AuthentiaiIj  of  Percy's  Han  Eion  Chonan  ;  Mr.  Catoott 
and  the  Chatlartoa  Papen  (see  note] ;  state  of  politicn;  Dr.  Hnasej'i  "  Faa- 
tonl  Letter  ;"  Dr.  Hamilton's  widow;  Dr.  Browne's  "Leotnna  on  CitU  and 
Eooledastical  Law;"  "Hemoin  of  Sir  Joshna  Reynolds"  710 

Same.  Juiu  6.— CorreapondonDe  with  Hr.  Catcott;  Chineae  noTsl;  Sir  Hu- 
bert Croft'i  "  Lots  and  Hadncaa"  (see  note)  ;  the  fttM  edition  of  •'  Italia 
Liberata;"  the  political  state  ol  Ireland        ....      7<1 
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Wunato  PmMBnHi.     /km  27.— ObHrratioiu  od  lUlUa  poM*  and  hU- 

WAuntoP^.    /iijy  8.— On  Bii^  bluk  MiM  !      749 

Sua.     Aitg.  Z5.— Od  tba  nrae  nibjsct  .  .744 

Sue.  jrnral  11, 179S — LanlSaTre;Y"Oenl<liiic'' (kc  Dota);  tbaMthorof 
"  Ths.  Oimnga;'  uTcat  ot  Iriah  eon^intrai  i  T4G 

Sams.  Martk  20. — Lnd  Bannr't  "  Osnldins  i"  tl>"  Iiidi  oonpiiMon;  AUe 
of  Inhnd;  Dr.  Yonngt  Paper  on  Colonn    .  .747 

WiLKMB  to  PlitunoR.  Mag  12.— Piukertou'B  Hiitory  of  ScotUnd  oom- 
MBdH]  (wo  nota) 748 

Suu.    Ac.  2.— PtekwIODli  "  PMtkkl  Woriu"  .740 

Sue     Jam.  IB,  ]7»9.— Hr.  Walker-i  Hsmoir  on  Ittliuk  Tngw];       .       750 

Sua.  Ftb.M. — Walker^  Em;  on  the  KarinlaftheDianiatie  Art  iaIl>l7  7G0 

SiME.    Jiuul.— Sunenibjecl  .       7C0 

e  24. — Death  of  Juneg  Tanie,  the  gem  engramr;  Iter.  Jaiaw 
i'>  collection  of  hoda  on  Northern  Liteiatnre  .  .       751 

OlU.  Dte.  l.~ComednofthBOannannnnHrffiwitha(>aeQ0te};  Walker-* 
Bw^  OD  the  "  Rerinlof  the  Dnma  in  Ital;;"  hii  otherworki;  Taiimunew 
wo>k>  untioed  .......       7S1 

SlHE.  Apn£SS,  IBOfl.—I^teron  Walker^  ■■IrnhBardii"  publication  of  h> 
Ena;  "On  the  Drama  in  Italy''       .....       TG2 

SiMK.  Oct.  2.— On  fail  "  Iridi  Barda"  and  "  Ein;  on  the  Drama  ;"  Lord 
Hollands  "  Life  of  Lopo  do  Vega;**  Irring'i  "  Life  of  Qoorge  Bochanaa,'* 
and  hia "  Livea  of  the  BcottiJi  Potto"  .  .768 

PinsaiOM  to  WiLKUL.  Jan.  15,  ISOT.— Hia  Qeograph;;  remarka  on  Walber^i 
'■Eh.T  on  the  Italian  Oranu>"  .       TS8 

Wu.ua  to  PinKEKTON.  Ja%.  2S.^Ob>enatiani  on  the  eaeontion  of  hia 
"  Eh;  on  the  Italian  Drama ; "  denrea  the  French  tranalaUoua  of  hia 
work*  ........       Tfi4 

Wiun  to  Owm  Hus.  May  2.  Inqnirea  for  the  foreign  tnaalatioai  of 
hia  (Toriu  i  Sir  Egtrton  Brydgea'a  "  Ceniura  Literaria"  .      756 

WtLUB  to  Bet.  H.  Botd.  Nov.  29,  1S04.— Hr.  Walker'a  aerere  illnev  ; 
thanks  for  tHirn  Stewart's  Ode  .....       7GS 

PncT^  Booarka  on  the  abore  letter,  oennuing  the  dnplicdt;  of  Mi.  Walker 
and  BIr.  Bojrd  .......       7S7 

MnoiB  of  Bet.  Thohu  Campbeli.,  LL.D.      ....       759 

CboraiBtioD  between  Dr.  Johnaon  and  Dr.  Campbdl  on  tlie  right  of  Con^ueat  763 
Lkttebb  B^rwEER  Db.  Cufbbll  akd  BiBBOF  Pkhci. 

CaMFBBU.  to  Pebct.  fa.  27, 17S7.— On  the  US,  Annala  of  UlRer,  in  rela- 
tion to  Mr.  Pinkerton'i  work  ...  707 

Same.  Aug.  27.— Sendi  Mr.  Ptnkerton'i  work  ;  paitionlan  of  the  rspaiia  of 
hia  ctmrchi  viait  to  Paris;  opiniona  Armed  of  the  people;  thdr  Celtio 
origin  ........      768 

Same.  Od.  25.— Cliancter  of  the  English  b;  a  French  [ad;  )  iaterview  with 
nnkeiton  (aee  note);  intention  of  uniting  a  ininmar;  >iew  of  the  eeole- 
siiitical  and  literal;  faislor;  of  Ireland  for  the  Dablin  Chronicle  ;  Colonel 
Vallanee;'!  Iborteenth  TOinme;  Ur.  O'Connor'a  threat  to  Dr.  Campbell 
nlatiTe  to  a  work  b;  him,  which  was  printEd  bat  noTer  publidied     .       770 

CaMFSBUMo  PiHBESiON.  /U.  6, 1788.— Burke's  '•  Hibemia  Dominicana ; " 
tlu  Triaa  Thaamalucga  ;  Pinkerton'a  "  LiTea  of  the  Scottiah  Saints ;  "  Uia 
Dublin  Qtronide,  containing  "  Slight  Sketch  of  the  Eeoleaiaatiaal  Uistor;  of 
Iraiaad  ; "  (he  ori^n  of  this  work      .....       TT2 

CaliPDKLL  to  Pebct.  Fd>.  26.~Kecila  letter  to  Pinkerton  (see  note) ;  Itr. 
arattan,  and  the  political  itate  of  Ireland  (see  note)  .       778 

SaliE.  Dec.  16.  Mr.  Oisttan  and  the  "Hiatoi;  of  the  Rerolntion  of  Ire- 
land" (see  note);  progras  of  his  "Summary  View,"&c.  and  obaamtioni  on 
ft  (see  note)  ;  aniline  of  his  intended  '■  Honoin  of  the  Religion  and  iJtera.. 
tare  of  Ireland "         .  .  .774 

Same.  Martk  SS,  1790.  Thanks  lor  the  BUkop'a  eEUtions  in  hia  brather'* 
fcTow 778 
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Same.     AprCie.     Ra«.   Ur.   Ba<lm;  Rar.  Dr.  Paul'i  etuata  ;    Ufa  of  Dr. 

Goldnoith        .        ,  .  .  .  .  .777 

SiHE.     May  20. — Dr.  Oeld(mith>"Pr«ant8tet«o(Laniiiif  inBnrope"  77S 
8ah>.     Jtiiu  16.— De^  of  RsT.   Dr.  I^u,  and  Dr.  CkmpbaH's  hn&art 

preferment ;  progicv  of  tbe  "  Life  of  QoldimUh  g  "  inqnirj  for  hii  workf ; 

Arohbiehop  Bobinaon  and  Biabiqi  John  HaUum        ■  .       778 

SiiiK.     /wu  80. — Goldsnith'a  ■•  Lite, "    end  inqnirica  abont  the  matetiak; 

thanks   (or  Dr.  CampMI't   brothar'a  pretgnnant,  and  paitlciilaia  ef  the 

living  ........       7S0 

BiKK.     /Uy  23.— Hi*  brother'i  indoDtion        .  .  .  .781 

StHK.    A^.  S. — Colonel  TaUanoe]''!  "  ColleetaiM*  "  (Kenote);  Ledvidi  and 

Beanfbrt  propoee  a  joint  prodnetko  about  ValUnoe;  .  783 

SiMB.    3tpl.  B. — ReceivcaaD  anonjmotu  letter  thnn  Loudon  ;  Hr,  Ledviidi 

the  reriewar  of  Col.  Tallanocg'i  work  in  Bleater't  paper  ;  "  Ufe  of  Qold- 

■milh"  (aaa  nola} ;  Oil  Biohard  Pemt'i  Li&  .  .783 

StMM.     SfpC,  22.— Colonel  Vallanoq'a  "NoMradamu  Hibamknu  "     .       784 
StUM.     Atg.  13, 17S1. — Dr.  Campbell  bnilding  a  cdinnb  ;    lawinit  rtapaot- 

tng  hie  nephew  j  muriage  of  Dr.  Halca        ....       78E 
SiHB.     Jan.  6, 1792.- Hia  miona  engagemanle  ;  atate  of  the  Roman  Oatho- 

lioB 786 

Sam.     FA.  8. — Intended  Jonmej  to  I«ndon;  Mia.  Vtraj't  health;  Botwell'e 

"  Life  of  Johnioo  ;"    Roman   Catholioa ;  lllneae  of  Lord  Rokabj,  Abp.  of 

Dublin         ........      787 

Sun.    /oh.  12, 1703.— The  Hilitla  Act  in  Iiriand;  d«th  of  Manrim  Oold- 

Bnilh,  bntlur  of  the  Poet  (tee  note)  ....       789 

BlU.     Btpt.  16. — Dr.Campbell'abrDtheT'itKniblere^acitinghiatithaa;  node 

a  Sermon)  Biifaap  Bennett'i  ehaige     ...  .  .      700 

Sahb.     ^|irtl  18, 179fi. — The  atate  of  tbe  tithe  qn«Btion  in  Ireland;  tmopa  in 

Ireland  ........       7B1 

SuiK.    April  22. — The  ilata  of  paitlea  rdatiTa  to  Catholio  flniaBdpalio&     798 
RiT.  Chableb  CiMPBBLL  lo  PsKCT.     F^.  10,  ISIQ. — iDquJiH*  abont  Ibrm  of 

Pn^ar  for  Faat  D^;  death  of  bii  anola.  Dr.  Tbomia  Campb^ ;  bia  biothw 

goes  lo  Botanj  Ba;  ......       795 

Sau.    fa.  S8.— FnthH'  aooonnt  of  hk  unde^  death  790 

Lerbm  betwbeh  Db,  Cantbell  and  Richakd  Gooob,  Eiq. 
Lou>  Dackb  to  OoDOR.    Jtmt  17,  1783. — On  Hr.  Goa^'i  edition  of  Cam- 

den'i  "Britannia;"  Dr.  CAmpbell^  offer  of  aniitance  .  .       797 

Oouos  to  LoBD  Dacbb. — Thaiju  for  the  offer  of  Dr.  Ouapbdl^aadMauoe  797 
LoM>  Dacbi  to  GouaH. — Inoloaea  a  letter  be  hu  NodTod  trom  Ot.  Ctmp- 

bell 798 

Sank.    Jo*,.  7.  17S1.-~Dt.  Campbell  aenda  notae  on  Iralaod  lor  Mr.  Oooi^j 

cztmot  from  hia  letter  ......       798 

GOUQH  to  Campbeu.     Jam.  10. — Detaila  hia  plan  of  editing  Camden'a  "  Bri- 
tannia ".>..,...       799 
Same.     /as.  20, 1738. — Beqneeb  intsnnatiiro  on  tbe  OornnmBit  of  Inland 

traa  the  time  of  Camden  to  tbe  pneent        ....      799 
CAKFBaLL  to  OotiaH.    Fdi.  e. — The  impeifec^ian  of  Dr.  Campbdl^  "  ndlo- 

•ophioal  Burre;  ;"  Danlab  F<Hti;  Ronnd  Towen;  Edmnnd  Buke'i  HBS.; 

promlaei  a  aketoh  of  the  Iriih  CoDatintion  btat  Rodario  O'Connor  leOecaga 

tbe  Third  ;  rttiotuea  oa  Mr.  Qon^'i  "HialoiT  of  the  Ooniljtatioa"         800 
GoDOH  to  CAUFBau..    r«i.— Thanki  tta  bii  OMlwtiane  ;  hta  eom^ondeDta 

Walker,  Ledwiob,  and  Beanford       .....       802 
Campbrll  to  Gooaa.    FA.  20.— Senda  part  of  bla  "  Ban;  on  the  IriA  Con. 

aUtntioD  ;"  notice  of  Hr.  Oon^'i  en«i ;  aenda  "  Patriok'i  PnigatoiT"  803 
OOTOH  lo  CaUfbbll.    ^«e.2e.—Aokna«l«dga  tbe  reecdpt  of  tbe  packet,  and 

■attlea  IbMia  ooiTMpondanoa  ,  .804 

CAMniLL  to  Ooiroii.    Mardt  8.— Sends  the  remainder  of  the  "Sketdi  ;" 

amr  of  Mr.  Oongb  mpeoling  the  Iikb  Biahopa       .  .804 

Samx,    Aprii  II. — Aseoimla  iSr  ddi^  in  nnding  the  "  Skabih  "  805 

Sake.    ^prillC— Tanniofeocreqxnidniae;  theRoundTovaraandlUthaSOS 
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AtM*.    AprU  2S.— Ttiuiki  for  iotroaiutioa  to  Hr.  Wallwr;  -nikm  cnon 
OHTMtad ;  nouuk  npoB  flilal%  hi  the  printing  the  "  Bkatch,"  and  gina  liii 

QoDOB  to  Cakfbbll.    Mag  8.— Detaid*  hima^  bca  the  alwgv  qI  mntila- 
ting  the  "  SkMeb"  ......      80T 

SuiE.    ./n/y  2.— Ciga  diqateli ;  ntoi  to  hk  Kumer  Istler    .  808 

auiE.    Jiuu  4, 178S.— PrewDH  him  wiUi  "IreUad,"  cxtnotsd  from  Cun- 


Hnuis  or  Bn.  Edwabd  Lxdwich,  LL.D.,  F.8.A.  .  .  .809 

CoMummDEno  of  Db.  Lidwich  hid  Bobop  Psict. 
Lbdwich  to  Fkhct.     ITSS. — "  Anthologu ;"  ugnmentiiphiit  "  Berntatoi;" 

IntrodnetiDn  to  Vol.11,  of  Qiaa>  IroLuid;  Clinch,  author  of  "  Finauimunry," 

hk  litsvy  •eqoimuenla  8lS 

Sua.   AM2S,17Sa.— Widi«topiwMhi*KniT{th  Vr.8tottDfDnnnara810 
StMM.     jMm4  39.— St&te  of  kfUn  in  Fnutca    .  .  .818 

Suu.    A/jF  IS. — The  iMc  of  Pnuice  continued  ;  hif  intsnded  Pra&oa  to  hi* 

WoAi         ........      818 

Sine    July  IS. — Promitu  not  to  mention  the  Bidiop  by  nunc  in  id;  (atnrs 

pablkabon;  Sir  Ricfaud  Hu^rmTe  buj  in  writing  (*ee  note)  817 

Sun.     Juiy  23. — Settlement  of  hii  ion  ud  daughter  ;  inqnliy  iboDt  the  old 

Iridi  language  ipoken  in  the  Monme  monntaina        .  .  818 

Sun.    Aug.  6.— The  Round  Town*  oiigiuillj  balfric*;  boniiDg  of  Hr.  J.  C. 

Walkv^  home        .......      818 

SaMb     Jiy. — ThejniMdktionofthe  Biih<^  don  not  eztcDd  to  Mourne ;  the 

blMoi7oftbe"ltad-diuki;"  alumorPreniihlnntioB  819 

DtMDBDEiH  to  PiBCT.    Jvm  20. — iDoloing  a  iluteh  of  the  fmuidatiDo  of 
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ADDITIONS  AND   CORRECTIONS. 


p.  1, 1. 8,/w  680  md  660. 
P.  2S.    Notes  *  ud  t  u«  tnnqxaad. 

P.  tS,  BOta  *,  Una  8,  nad,  Bm  ■  memoir  of  Buhop  Bennett  in  Litenry  Illiu- 
tmiaB^  IT.  703  ;  and  in  GenL  Mmg.  br  1S20  (not  1830)  U.  184.  Biahop 
BoiiMtt  WM  bnried  at  Ptnnutaad,  Kent  |  and  in  the  olinrchpjd,  oo  tha  nutb 
ada,  ii  u  altar-tomb,  thai  iDKribed ;  "  Wm.  Bennett,  Lord  Bp.  of  Clojne, 
iM  It  Jolj,  1820,  aged  It."  He  Hied  at  9haoter<«  Hill,  ia  tbe  pariifa  of 
Flnmrtaad.  Serai^  lotten  of  Biahi^  Bennett  to  Mr.  Oougfa  and  Mr.  Nicholg 
are  printed  in  Lilermrj  Illuattations,  sol.  IV,  pp.  703—712. 
P.  TS,  DotB.  Mr.  Qeorge  Faton  died  in  Marob  ISOT  (not  Ua;). 
P.  87,  L  24.  See  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Qraioger  mentioiied  in  a  letter  from 
Hn.  Gnmger  to  Biahop  Percj,  in  p.  29S. 

P.  9*.  B.  III.  1.  SI,  U—  meana  Daniel  Hathew,  hia  wife-a  nnole.  See 
MM. 

P.  I2T,  note.     Tbe  Hon.  W.  Herbert,  d«n  of  HanohMter,  died  Ha;  28, 
IMT.     See  m  monoir  of  him  in  Qent.  Hag.  N.  S.  vol.  XXTUI.  p.  42S. 
P.  ITS,  note,  1.  nit.  add,  and  bemfter,  p.  262. 

P.  ISS.  SflTeral  of  the  early  poenu  of  Her.  Dr.  T.  Percj  «ra  in  Ctant.  Hag. 
Sag  hb  "  Vawa  on  the  Death  of  Dr.  Joboaon,"  4M.  1786,  reviewed  in  Qent. 
Mag.  ToL  LV,  p.  882. 

P.  216,  1.  23.  The  "  tikditlonal  longa  "  here  apoken  oT  vera  original 
ceopuailloiia  of  a  genina  akin  to  Bumi,  liie  dace  welf-knewn  Allan  Canning. 
ham.     See  hia  Life  by  bia  Son. 

P.  223,  L  1.  Thia  letter  ia  addmaed  to  Mr.  HeredtCh  Darby,  aecretaiy  to 
BUiop  Percy  ;  wbo  bj  Uring  «o  much  vlth  his  Lordafaip  enjoyed  hia  full 
coofidaiee.  See  a  letter  from  Hn.  lated,  the  Bbfaap'a  daughter,  to  Mr. 
Nicbob,  in  Literary  lUuatiBtlona,  Tel.  TI.  p.  691,  where  hia  name  ia  bj  mistake 
priDted  Darley. 

P.  22*.  I,  18,  rmd  Bridgenortfa  ;  1.  3  (Wim  bottom,  /or  Ambnae  read 
Samael. 

P.  230, 1. 13.  "  The  Sngar  Cbne"  was  reviewed  by  Dr.  Johnaon  and  Mr. 
Per^  in  the  London  Chnmicle  ;  Dr.  Johnaon  wrote  the  introduction  to  tbe 
Renew,  wfaieh  waa  reprinted,  from  Dr.  Johnaon'a  antognph  copy,  in  Qent. 
Hag.  (if  Sept.  1847,  p.  262.  The  Poem  wm  alao  rcTiswed  in  Monthly  Review, 
XXXI.,  lO&i  and  aee  Gent.  Hag.  1764,  S04,  842. 

P.  24S,  note;.  Of  tbe  R«T.  Robert  Binnal,  aee  Literary  Illnstntiona,  vol.  TI. 
p.  660. 

P.260, 1.  IS,  "Delta'inncle."  Delia  waa  Him  Gntteiidge,  afterwaida Hra. 
Percy.  And  bat  "  uncle"  waa  probably  the  Ber.  Hr.  Sntteridge  at  Thorpe 
Habor,  NorthamptoDahbe,  who  died  Jan.  T,  1769  (Gent.  Hag.  1TG9).  He  might 
ba  bratlur  to  Butin  Onttaridga  (hOur  of  Hn.  Ferny),  wbo  died  in  1T67 
(KiduU'a  Laimtenhire,  lU.  OS*).  Again,  the  Rev.  Bartin  Outteridge  (who 
waa  a  inbaraiber  to  Biidgnli  Northamptontbire)  might  have  bean  a  aon  of 
Baitin  Outteridge,  who  died  in  1767,  and  brotber  of  W.  OntUridge  ;  on 
wlmae  death,  in  1788.  without  imue,  hia  nater.  Bin.  Percy,  succeeded  to  the 
noia^  oif  hia  estate.  Thorpe  Melaor  is  near  to  Elaaton  Maadalt,  Hr.  Percy's 
living;  and  HiM  Outteridge  waa  probably  her  unole^  visitor  at  Thoipe  Holaor. 
P.  286, 1.  27.    Thomas  Apporley,  Eaq.    See  Literary  Illnatratiana,  vol,  TI.  p. 
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ZXXVl  ADDITIONS  AND  OORRECTIONB. 

P.  S17,  kdd  to  note:  Andrew  Uiufaell,  Eiq.  wn  Undw.S 
ITIS  to  1T4G,  to  the  Harqncsiot  Tweeddale,  theo  Sacretarr  of  State  for  SooUaod, 
which  office  was  suppreaaed  in  the  latter  jcbt.  In  ITSO.  being  tbeo  >tjled  of 
Thjimlon,  CO.  AbeideoD,  he  wm  elected  to  Parlumeat  for  that  shire,  for 
which  he  Mt  until  tbe  dianlutiDii  in  1764.  In  December  at  that  jear  he  was  re- 
turned on  a  vacBDCj  for  the  Elgin  distriot  of  bni^,  which  ha  cMatinned  to 
represent  until  hi»  death.  In  1TS6  he  was  sent  aa  Enio;  Extraordinaij  and 
Plenipotautiaij  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  where  he  remained,  with  adiort  inteml, 
until  hii  death.  HewaamadeaKnightofthe  BathDec.  13,1766.  BirAndrew 
HitcheU  died  (it  is  belieied  at  Berlin)  Jan.  SS,  I7T1.  From  hie  papen,  pre- 
aerved  in  the  Britiih  Huaenm,  aevenl  latten  haie  been  pabliabed  in  the  Sscond 
Serin  of  Sir  Henrj  Ellia'a  Original  Letten,  and  one  of  Sir  Philip  Finnoia  in 
the  Qentieman'a  Hagaiine  for  April  1S47. 

P.3ei,1.2S.   H ■(Moneua)  wuthaaignatDieuMd  bjtheRer.  H. 

F.  Cmj. 

P.  3SG,  L  11,  imtead  of  "the  Northumberland  Household  Book,"  them 
remarks  a^l;  to  the  Howard  Book  at  Cambridge,  noticed  in  the  preoediog 


1.8. 

P.  436, 1. 29, M  17t»e,  rtad  17S0. 

P.  694,  note,  I.  ult.  add,  and  Gent.  Mag.  Sept.  1847,  XZTIII.  p.  256. 

P.  6Te.  Bee  an  aooount  of  Dr.  Jamn  Nuw,  the  composer,  by  hlason,  Mr. 
ArchdeaooD  Karea,  in  Q«nt.  Mag.  1786,  LVIII.  23S. 

P.  608,  note.  Dr.  Crotch  died  Dec.  2S,  1S47,  aged  72,  See  a  monoir  of 
him  In  Oent.  Mag.  for  March,  1848,  p.  816. 

P,  703,  Dote,  1.  nit.  See  soroe  inleresti^  anecdotes  of  Bishop  Jcbn  Law  in 
Jetfenon's  Hiataij  of  Caxliale,  p.  423,  note. 

P.  742, 1. 18.  The  life  of  Tas»  waa  oompUed  hi  1600,  not  pabliabed  till 
162lBt  TeniecrcoriDtedin  1624, and  with additianibjOmlliat Rome,  1634. 
Senssi  sajs  that  Hanso  only  became  acquainted  with  Taaso  in  the  latMr  part 
of  his  life,  and  adrancea  manj  i^rnunstanees  relaUre  to  the  sail;  part  of  it, 
which  are  exaggerated  or  improbable;  that  he  ia  inaccuiate  in  dales,  but  tiuX  it 
is  nlnabls  as  regards  tha  tiaw  Tano  qient  at  Naples  in  the  latter  part  of  hia 
life,  where  he  lived  Id  intimaoj  with  Im  biographer. — J.H. 

P.  763,  L  30.  Hr.  Irring^  Lives  of  Buchanan  and  ot  the  Bcottidi  Poeta 
are  works  abounding  in  learning,  instmction,  and  loand  critioiim.  Hr. 
Park  laja  of  the  latter  work,  that  it  is  written  ■  with  gnat  reMareh  and  critical 
ingeuni^.'    See  Walton's  Hiator;  of  English  Poettj,  ed.  Bto.  lii.  p.  467— J.H. 

P.  761, 1.  82.  In  the  Qent.  Hag.  1790,  p.  319,  are  some  good  remarka  b; 
way  of  reriew  of  Dr.  Ckmpt>ell^  Strictures  on  Iriih  Hiitorj,  signed  K.  T. 

P.  Blfi,  DOte  t,  add,  Hr.  Walker's  letter  ia  reprinted  in  this  toI.  p.  728. 
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THE  PERCY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Gborqe  Stbbvsns,  Esq. 

A  BBiBP  memoir  of  this  distinguished  Commen- 
tator on  Shakspeare  will  be  found  in  the  "  Uterary 
Anecdotes,"  vol.  ii.  p.  680 ;  and  a  Series  of  hia  ' 
Letters  in  the  "literary  Illustrations,"  toI.  t. 
p.  427  to  443.  The  following  Letters,  addressed 
to  Bishop  Percy,  contain  much  literary  informa- 
tion, and  are  reiy  characteristic  of  the  writer. 

Gbobok  Stebvins,  Esq.  to  Biahop  Pbbot. 

**  Mt  DBAB  LOBD,  Hmnprtrnd  BtHh,  Im.  11,  17BB, 

"  As  I  left  my  ovn  house  at  tfae  beginning  of  Septem- 
bCT,  and  only  retorued  to  it  just  before  Chnstmaa,  your 
letter  did  not  reach  my  hands  till  some  months  later  than 
it  was  written.  I^ce  I  came  home,  two  deaths  in  my 
fiunily  have  famished  me  with  a  considerable  share  of 
vol..  VII.  B 
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2  1LLUSTHATI0N8    OF  LITBRATDBE. 

bosineas,  and  therefore  I  have  been  obliged  to  delay  my 
thanks  to  your  Lordship  till  nov. 

"I  should  be  inclined  to  follow  Lord  Charlemont's 
advice  with  much  readiness  and  gratitude ;  but  our  paint- 
ers are  too  self-sufScient  to  avail  Uiemselres  of  any  hmt  or 
instruction  I  could  afford  them.*  All  dresses  which  are 
not  in  modem  use  they  conceive  to  he  ancient;  or,  to 
express  myself  more  clearly,  provided  they  clothe  their 
characters  m  such  habiliments  as  were  never  seen  in  Eng- 
land (or  perhaps  anywhere  else),  they  suppose  they  shul 
escape  censure  on  uie  score  of  anachronism,  or  impro- 

friety.  As  to  the  head  t  you  do  me  the  honour  to  mention, 
haraly  suppose  such  a  thing  can  ever  be  wanted ;  for  so 
lar  from  expecting  to  bring  the  work  to  a  conclusion,  I 
may  not  live  to  see  even  its  beginning.  In  short,  ^e 
pnq}rietors  by  no  means  exert  themselves  with  a  d^ree 
of  zeal  proportionable  to  the  encouragemmt  they  have 
received.  Of  any  advances  toward  the  production  of  this 
book,  except  a  picture  or  two  punted  for  it,  I  am  utterly 
tincons<uous,  nor  have  I  heard  a  syllable  further  on  the 
score  of  paper  or  typography.  It  may  be  supposed  that 
the  remonstrances  of  the  public  will,  ere  long,  awaken 
Messieurs  Boydell^  into  more  active  measures.  I  believe, 
within  a  few  months,  you  m^  expect  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  Malone's  Shakspeare.  I  have  been  told  that  Mr. 
Colman  also  threatens  us  vnth  a  new  edition  of  the  aame 


*  On  ths  nibiBct  irf  Bof  dell'*  Shalupam  Oillarj. 

t  hobsUirLordChulemoiit  mMnt  iportnit  of  Mr.  StcBTCDitobeMUed 
to  BOTddl'a  ahiknieara.    Ur.  SUeniw  ww  to  inperintaBd  tha  prew 

t  Aldenun  JAa  BajdeU  died  Doc.  II,  1804.  Ad  account  of  him  will 
be  foond  1b  "  literarj  AnecdotM,"  *ol.  III.'p.  411,  in  which  tbaMl  hftfat^ 
of  the  oricin  of  the  Bhakipeare  Odlu?  nid  tiie  ipleodld  editiOB  of  Shak. 
■peve  i*  alM  detailed.  A  moie  daborate  miBmoir  of  him  !>  rinn  b;  Mr.  Cbat- 
attn,  hi  Biog.  Diet.  TI.  301.  HJa  nephew  lodtlt  OojlM,  Mq.  wu  wd 
known  a*  an  aniiielit  eDoovTager  of  tbe  Aitt,  and  iiiiuelf  a  varj  aopertot 
■rtlat.  He  wu  H  m&n  of  mild  and  nnaMUinlnK  mannera,  atiiot  intrgiitr,  a«d 
great  beoerolence.  On  the  eatabUabmant  of  the  Coipi  of  Uampataad  T»- 
Inuleer*  in  1803.  Mr.  BoTdell,  Who  had  beta  the  Ibat  fai  commaBd  of  tbe 
Hampitead  Aaiociation  (diabaoded  abont  a  twelTemonth  before),  and  had 
bean  extmn^  acUvs  in  the  fbimation  of  the  new  cotpa,  waa  Bsininionalr 
eloeted  lienteaaat  Commandant.  After  haTii^  been  manj  jeui  a  paitiu r 
with  hia  nncle,  he  locceeded  not  onlj'  to  the  eiteuglrB  bnaiaeaa,  but  to  the 
dric  sown  Taeant  bj  Ua  nncle'i  death  in  1^4.  Hia  health  bong  coMl- 
ds^j  impaired,  be  rcaignBd  the  oaee  of  Alderman  in  1BD9.  In  181 1  ho 
waa  elected  Maater  of  the  Statioaera'  Compan;'.  Alter  the  expiiatioa  of  that 
rar,  hia  atreDeth  and  ipirita  gradualtr  and  vlaiblT  declined,  and  be  died  at 
HelUford  in  IdlddlMai,  March  37,  1817. 
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author.  I  say  Ihreatm*,  betwise  his  publication  wUt 
prove  suffidenuy  hostile  to  those  of  his  predecessors. 

*"nie  line  of  Spenser  which  Iiord  Charlemont  enquires 
after,  is  in  the  second  Canto  of  the  third  Book  of  the 
'¥wirj  Queen.'  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Lordship 
with  my  best  compliments  to  him,  and  hope  he  will  not 
impute  the  tardiness  of  my  uiswer  to  any  voluntary  negli- 
gence of  his  commands. 

**  The  character  your  Lordship  ^ves  uf  Mr.  J.  Monck 
Mason's  production*  is  thoroughly  just;  He  is  ol^a 
ingenious  and  sometimes  right ;  out  occasionally  outdoes 
even  Dr.  Warbnrtui  in  absurdity  of  conjecture.  There  is 
idso  somewhat  of  ferocity  in  his  manner  which  had  better 
been  avoided.  Still,  with  all  his  extravagances,  I  must 
allow  that  he  is  a  man  of  thinking  and  erudition. 

*'  BoBwell's  bookf  is  not  yet  gone  to  press.  He  waits, 
I  believe,  till  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  published  two  volumes  of 
Johnaon's  correspondence  witii  her,  which  is  expected  to 
comprisce  near  200  letters.  Lord  Ixtnsdale  has  appointed 
Boswell  recorder  of  Carlisle,  and  he  is  gone  to  tuie  pos- 
session of  his  new  ofBce. 

"  Mr.  Jephson's  % '  Julia'  1  have  nether  seen  nor  read ; 
but  am  told  the  plavhonse  lost  by  performing  it,  and  t^t 
die  autlior's  only  gam  has  been  by  the  sale  of  the  copy. 

^  In  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  we  are  to  expect  the 
diice  volumes,  quarto,  which  conclude  Mr.  Gibbon's  cele- 

*  nia  Bi^it  Hon.  John  Hondc  Maioii  wu  a  priTj  councillor  of  IreUnd, 
H^  eommiMlonar  of  nrama  for  tbtt  kingdom.  He  pnbliihed  tha  DramdJc 
Work*  of  Jolm  Mudnger,  with  Note*  crlUcil  and  cipluiatorf ;  to  which  is 
pnOxed,  an  Emit  on  hiaUftud  WriUngt,  Loud.  1779,  1794,  4  rola.  Bto. 
CoouMBto  on  Raed'i  editioti  of  Sbaktpeam'i  Plajra,  1785,  8n>.  CommenU 
im  the  tUtf  of  BeannoDt  ud  Fletoliar ;  with  an  Appeodii,  containinR  loma 
fnthei  ObacmtloM  on  Sbskipcare,  extended  to  the  Ute  edition  of  Malone, 
hj  Steeraiu,  Load.  1TB8.  An  Ontlon  oonuneiDorati*e  of  the  late  Mqor- 
Gen.  Hasilton,  18M,8*o.    Halt  amang  tha  beet  of  the  Shahepeareoritioi. 


Henrj  Joaepb  Uonck  Muon,  LL.D.  of  Dargle  cottige,  co.  Dablin,  author 
of  BB  EaeaT  on  the  <»4giii,  authority,  and  conatitntion  of  Farliamenla  in 
Iieluid,  and  •  woilc  on  the  Introdnction  of  Chriilianitj  into  that  conatcr, 
•ad  Ifca  rdigiaM  doetrioea  of  her  primiliTe  >ainta,  &c.  he. 
f  Ufa  of  E>r.  J<duBon. 

"  **-  ••-•---'  '— ' —  'he  dramadc  writer,  waa  born  tn  Ireland  in  1736, 
IT  Dublin,  Hiy  31,  1803.  ForMamoiri  of  him; 
t  fbr  Jnae  1803,  p.  800 1  and  Chalmon'a  JBiog. 
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brated  work.  Mr.  Bruce'a  Abysaini&n  Tour  is  also  at 
press,  but  will  be  withheld  till  next  winter.  It  will  be 
dedicated  to  the  Honourable  Daines  Barrington,  with 
singular  propriety,  as  he  is  the  only  one  who  poasesBea 
credulity  enough  for  the  author's  purposes.  Your  Lord- 
ship  and  I  may  perhaps  unwillingly  believe  that  in  the 
kingdom  of  Amhara  eveiy  jessamine  tree  is  aS  big  aa  two 
English  oaks;  and  yet  this  fact  our  traveller  is  said  to 
have  asserted  in  conversation.  I  relate  it  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Gibbon. 

"  I  hear  with  pleasure  of  your  kindness  to  the  relation 
of  our  friend  Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  hope  the  expiration 
of  copyright  will  soon  afford  scope  to  your  supplemental 
charity.  Your  proposals  have  not  hitherto  ftdlen  in  my 
way. 

"  I  have  been  so  long  absent  from  the  literary  world, 
that  the  intelligence  I  offer  you  is  scarce  worth  your 
reading.  One  circumstance,  however,  I  must  not  omit. 
Your  antagonist  Mr.  Bitson,  about  a  month  ago,  got 
drunk,  and  assaulted  an  inoffensive  barber,  who  brought 
an  action  against  him,  and  has  obliged  him  to  pay  severely 
for  his  frolic ;  a  proper  warning  to  critics  militant 

"  Your  Lordship  has  expressed  a  desire  to  possess  a 
cast  from  NoUekens*.  bust  of  Johnson.  Such  a  thing  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  had,  and  without  much  ezpenoe.  But 
as  I  lately  attempted  to  execute  a  similar  commission,  and 
had  the  mortification  to  find  that  any  package  containing 
a  plaster  of  Paris  figure,  unless  taken  uncommon  care  o1^ 
will  not  travel  with  safety,  especially  when  its  transit  is 
both  by  sea  and  land,  I  wish  you  to  wait  for  a  resemblance 
of  our  deceased  ftiend  till  you  come  to  England,  and  can 
give  orders  about  it  yourself.  I  sent  a  very  expensive 
group  not  very  long  ago  into  the  country,  and  had  the 
misfortune  to  hear  it  was  half  ground  to  powder  before  it 
reached  the  person  who  desired  me  to  provide  it ;  and  yet 
it  was  packed  by  the  artist  who  made  it.  Any  commission 
of  a  less  hazardous  kind  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  under- 
take for  your  Lordship. 

"  Supposing  your  Lordship  ^ther  is,  or  will  be  soon,  at 
Dublin,  I  address  you  at  your  former  place  of  residence ; 
and,  with  my  best  comphments  to  Mrs.  Percy,  and  much 
apology  for  these  pages  of  inanity,  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Lordship's  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Geo.  Stbbtbns," 
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*  *  *  *  *     "  If  therefore,  my 

Ijordj  you  are  Krioiu,  and  really  have  a  Nephew,  I  request 
that  my  best  compliinents  may  be  delivered  to  him,  ae- 
companied  by  a  sincere  wish  that  he  may  hve  to  bring 
forward  gome  collection  equal  in  merit  to  the  HeHgnea, 
which  (I  borrow  the  very  words  of  your  antagonist  Rit- 
BOn)  is  ondoabtedly  *  one  of  the  moat  delightftd  books  of 
cariosity  and  entertainment  that  was  ever  pnbUshed.' 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord,  your  moit 
iaithful  and  obedient  serrant,  Geo.  Stbsvbnb." 


"  HunpttMd  H«atli,  Jane  8,  1796. 
"  Mr.  Steerens  presents  his  best  compliments  to  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore,  and  is  sorry  to  find  that  the  miscel- 
laneous volume  contiuoing,  among  other  articles,  the  jure- 
nile  work  of  James  I.  was  lent,  about  a  month  ago,  to  a 
gentleman  who  has  carried  it  with  him  into  Nottingham- 
^ire.  It  was  borrowed  for  the  sake  of  another  curious 
tract  bound  up  with  the  '  Reulis  and  Cautelis.'  When  the 
book  returns  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Steevens,  it  shall  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  the  Bishop,  if  he  is  at  that 
time  in  England." 


"HimpttMMl  HmOi,  Dot.  U,  ITM. 

"  My  very  good  Lord,  and  most  esteemed  Uncle;  not- 
withstanding you  persist  in  refusing  to  acknowledge  me 
in  the  character  of  your  legitimate  Nephew,  I  hare  not  so 
far  forgotten  my  du^  as  to  neglect  your  interests  on  the 
slightest  occasion.  I  therefore  take  the  liber^  of  point- 
ing out  a  passage  in  our  late  friend  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  edition 
of  Chaucer,  that  seems  to  encourage  an  idea  that  there 
has  been  blank  verse,  by  a  century  at  least,  more  ancuent 
than  any  you  have  ascertained.*  Such  a  circumstance,  I 
trust,  may  deserve  mention  in  the  preface  to  your  nepotick 
publication. 

**  "He  l^le  of  Melibeus.']  Mr.  Thomas  has  observed, 
that  *  this  Tale  seems  to  have  been  written  in  blank  verte. 
[MSS.  notes  upon  Chaucer,  ed.  Urry,  in  Brit.  Mus.]     It 

*  Dr.  ParoT  oolkcted  and  piislod  ipoclmeni  of  th«  turUttt  Blink  Vom  in 
•or  lagmiKi      ' '  '  '  -  "^-     *  ""   '   °  "' 

llar)erUiH 
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is  certain^  that  in  the  formor  part  of  it  tro  find  a  number 
of  blank  verses  intermixed,  in  a  much  greater  proportion 
than  in  any  of  our  author's  other  prose  vribngi.  But 
this  poetical  style  ia  not,  I  think,  remarkable,  beyond  the 
first  four  or  five  pages.' — Vol.  iv.  p.  S26. 

"  I  cannot  conclude,  my  Lord,  without  oonjoring  you  to 
present  my  duty  to  the  good  Lady  Isengnne  mine  aunt, 
and  also  to  express  my  best  vishes  towards  my  fur 
cousins,  the  Ladies  Oeraldine  and  Blanch.  And  (though 
he  may  finally  supplant  me  in  your  codicils,  8ec.)  I  must 
not  forget  to  oner  my  respects  to  the  young  Ingulfos, 
whom  (though  with  perfect  jocularity,  I  nope)  you  style 
your  Nephew,  instead  of  appropriatiuK  that  title  where  it 
IS  most  due,  I  mean,  to  your  indubitable  Nephew,  and 
most  duthful  humble  serrant,  6.  Stbivbns." 

"  P.  S.  On  the  24th  of  last  month,  when  our  excellent 
friend  Dr.  Farmer  returned  horn  Badi  to  colle^  be  was 
the  mere  shadow  of  what  he  had  been.  He  assured  me, 
he  had  neither  tbe  benefit  of  appetite,  sleep,  or  spirits. 
In  the  course  of  the  next  three  weeks,  howeTer,  he  eat  as 
much  as  he  ought,  slept  wiih  few  interruptions,  and  en- 
livened bis  companions  as  much  as  ever.  But  in  tiiese 
drcumstances,  I  must  confess,  I  have  little  confidence. 
He  still  wants  flesh  and  the  genuine  colour  of  health. 
His  disorder,  I  am  afraid,  is  referable  to  the  state  of  his 
liver.  I  should  add,  that  this  supposition  is  merely  my 
own,  and  has  not  bean  authorised  by  our  London  or  Cam- 
bridge physicians.  I  sincerely  wish  I  could,  consistentiy 
with  truth,  have  transmitted  you  more  welcome  intdh- 
gence. 

"Another  word,  and  I  have  done.  You  cannot  more 
successfully  ingratiate  yourself  with  your  coadjutor,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Meen,  than  by  requesting  him  to  give  you  a 
copy  of  "  Happineaa,"  *  a  poem  in  blank  verse,  which  he 
puDlisbed  while  he  was  resident  in  Emanuel  college. 

"  More  last  words. — Of  Mr.  Burke's  genuine  pamphlet 
published  on  the  20th  by  the  Rivingtona,  five  editions, 
conmsting  of  a  thousand  each,  are  already  sold ;  and  half 
as  many  of  the  spurious  and  pirated  copy  by  Owen,  are 
said  to  have  been  dispersed.  Before  now,  I  must  sup- 
pose yon  have  seen  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  pubUca- 

'  This  «*rtT  pradution  Mr.  Hun  ww  tbtj  dafroui  UiM  hii  Mendi 
•honld  fotgM,  whkb  wnnd  the  iricked  wag  to  Monaaiend  It  to  tha  biihop's 
notice.  Sec  Mr.  Mnd'*  Letter  to  Bjp.  Bttvj,  Dec.  1>,  1136,  piiatsd  krv^lw. 
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tiona,  which,  I  tnut^  will  be  as  wurmly  received  in  yonr 
kingdom  m  m  ours.  Mr.  Burke  hw  commenced  a  auit 
against  Owen,  wfaoea  treaoherr,  ingratitude,  and  impur 
denoe,  are  without  a  panllel  m  bibliopoUc  history.  Ib 
one  of  his  very  eztruHdinary  advertisements  he  appears 
to  threaten  Mr.  Burke  for  having  puhlisbed  his  own  pam- 
phlet   Surely,  this  i»  a  bravado  worthy  of  DtUtlin  itae^. 

**  Mr.  Tbomaa's  rematk  on  die  mttrical  turn  of  the 
MelibeiiB,*may be. countenanced, perhaps, in  somede^iree, 
by  the  following  article  in  Du  Freanoy's  Khiiotheqne, 
voL  ii.  p.  248.  '  La  roman  de  Melib^,  &c.  -en  vert,  in 
folL  manuBCiit,  et  in  4.  dans  la  Bibliotheque  Siguier.' 

"  Some  such  MS.  might  have  been  Chaucer'a  original 
He  might  have  eommenoed  his  imitation  in  verse ;  and 
whoi  be  changed  his  design  might  have  been  too  lasy  to 
ebfitoate  the  vestiges  of  his  first  resolution." 


**  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  HMnprtMd  BmUi,  Dee.  26, 1796. 

**  On  the  2Sd,  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  next 
morning  commnnicated  it  to  little  Meen,  whom  I  found 
in  the  veabT  at  St  Paul's. 

**  He  told  me  he  had  -sent  you  at  least  three  sheets 
nnce  von  left  England.  But  he  id  so  confused  and  irre- 
gular m  all  his  mtdertakingB,  that  I  believe  he  hardly 


*Ib.  noBM^MMnkod,  thatCIumaar'i  Tak  of  UeUtwns  •< 
«bcawTittafa  ^hnkTon;  and  thebto  innnloBi  Editor  of 
rd  obwrra,  Out  in  the  flnt  ww  t  nomber  Of  blank  Tens*  m  inter- 


na reader  maj  obavre  dM  bUmring  mptdmeat  ■■ 
Chauar,  vol.  iL  page  S43. 


Apoatle  hnle  nuto  the  Roeiainei  wrttetii, 
I  lul  rejoj 


Han  lul  rejorce  *Kh  bam  that  maken  joje, 
And  wspen  wj^  (wiebe  folk  ai  mpem. 

And  ag^.  p.  SM. 

Banembreth  yon  that  Jeeii*  Sink  njtli, 
A  mas  that  <*  }ojoa*  and  glad  in  berte 
It  Um  eoueeneth  toiitting  in  bii  age. 
••      •         He  nitk  Aa  tbna, 
^kat  aonve  in  luite  aleetli  fol  many  a  ml 

AsdinpagcU. 

Fer  Jemt  Sink  aaytli,  ibat 


a»  Ur  gnatcr  preportkm,  tbongb  ia  •  Und  of  poMle  proae,  <■  ntlarlr  inca- 
pable of  tnf  Bocb  metrical  arraagemeDt ;  dwM  fnr  mOamt  are  ao  inter* 
mixed  dwrewHIi  Oat  (her  leem  erideuthr  canial,  and  nnUkrir  to  haTe  lu- 
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knows  the  number  of  the  proofB  he  has  reTised.  I  am 
alsD  well  convinced  that  he  often  takes  what  he  means  to 
do  for  what  he  has  really  done.  I  have  strivea  in  vain 
to  make  him  more  Attentive  to  your  tnut;  bnt,  as 
Shakspeare  says,  it  were  as  easy  to 

'  <  _—» Imiths  life  tato  >  itoiie, 
QakkeD  ■  rock,  (od  mtke  it  dance  ouiuj," 

as  to  enforce  his  punctuality,  or  accelerate  his  motions. 
He  has  much  learning  and  many  virtoea;  bat  theM 
estimable  requisites  are  too  often  thrown  away  for  want  of 
a  snffidenrdqirree  of  method  and  constancy  in  dieir  appli- 
catioR.  Hence,  he  is  always  em[doyed,  without  dcnne 
anything;  and  climbs  downward,  and  advancea  backward, 
more  adroitly  than  any  other  man  in  the  whole  drole  frf 
my  acquaintance.  The  very  table  be  writes  at,  and  the 
room  he  sits  in,  are  emblematick  of  himself;  for  they 
contiun  many  articles  of  value,  but  in  such  disorder  that 
nothing  wanted  can  readily  be  found.  In  short,  my 
endeavours  to  render  him  more  useful  to  your  Lordship 
have  hitherto  been  quite  thrown  away,  and  consequently 
are  discontinued. 

"  You  will  find  the  Tale  of  the  two  Swmmes  reprinted 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  iaat  edition  of  Iceland's  Itine- 
rary ;  I  think,  at  the  very  beginning  of  it.  The  original 
in  1690  I  have  never  seen,  nor  am  I  acquainted  with  any 
person  who  has  it ;  a  faint  recollection,  however,  augfesta 
that  it  may  be  found  at  Oiford,  the  Alma  Mater  of  my 
brother-nephew.  It  was  also  republished  in  a  small  Latin 
collection  which  I  have  met  with  more  than  once,  though 
at  present  it  does  not  occur  in  the  catalogues  of  our  prin- 
cipal booksellers,  whom  I  have  applied  to  on  this  emer- 
gency. But  Mr.  Nichols,  in  all  probability,  has  Leland, 
or  at  least  can  borrow  it  to  print  from, 

"  Our  newspapers  may  have  informed  you  that  a  com- 
pound of  illiterateness,  foUy,  and  deceit,  entitled,  '  An 
Authentic  Account  of  the  Shakspearian  MS8,  *  &c.  by 
W.  H.  Ireland,'t  bas  made  its  appearance.  In  this  publi- 
cation a  new  game  of  fraud  should  seem  to  have  been 

■  On  the  pratwbls  origin  of  thii  Utenry  fargcrj  ie«  Litenrj  Illaiba- 
tLoni,  *al.  V.  p.  463. 

t  Of  Sunnd  Ireland,  who  died  in  Julf  1800,  on  ■ccoimt  i»  glwta  in  th* 
QenUemut'i  MaguiDB  for  1800,  p.  901  )  tnd  hii  chonctor  is  defanded  p, 
125B.  Ui>  notorioDi  loa  Williua  HoDr7  Ireluid  died  April  17,  """ 
Uii  uicwer  tu  the  accnuLioii  i  ....-■. 

hii  romuice  oF  "  The  A.bbeH." 
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ten^ved.  The  hopeful  youth  takes  on  himself  the  guilt 
of  the  entire  foi^rT)  and  strains  bard  to  exculpate  his 
worthy  father  from  the  slightest  participation  in  it.  The 
fcther,  on  the  contrary,  declares  tnat  his  son  had  not  sufS- 
rient  abilities  for  the  execution  of  so  (Ufficnlt  a  task.  Be- 
tween them,  in  short,  there  is  a  pretended  quarrel,  that 
tbey  may  not  look  as  if  they  were  acting  in  concert  on  the 
present  occasion.  No  credit,  however,  is  given  to  this 
extraordinary  performance,  which  is  produced  with  the 
sde  view  of  whitewashing  the  senior  culprit,  and  thicken- 
ing  the  veil  between  the  pnblick  and  the  other  parties 
concerned  in  the  original  imposture.  We  are  threatened 
with  a  second  pamphlet  (or  rather  hook)  by  Ireland  the 
elder.  In  this  he  says  (I  use  what  is  reported  to  have 
been  his  own  elegance  of  expression)  he  will  give  a 
lemppmff  to  all  his  adversaries.  Mr.  George  Chalmers 
likewise  is  almost  ready  with  a  third  work,  desired  as  an 
Apology  for  the  late  Believers,  &c.  He  means,  I  suppose, 
since  the  house  has  been  on  fire,  to  throw  a  feath«bed 
ont  of  the  window,  that  he  bims^f  may  ftdl  soft:  upon  it. 
I  have  told  my  story  vilely;  for  I  ought  previously  to 
bsve  said,  that  (acconling  to  your  friend  Mr.  Ritson's  ac- 
coant  of  Mr.  Ireland's  intended  narrative)  the  names  of 
all  those  who  subscribed  to  the  autbenticuty  of  the  Norfolk 
Street  MSS.  will  be  published,  and  that  tne  words  at  the 
head  of  the  paper  subscribed  were  furnished  by  Dr.  Parr. 
Hia  name,  and  that  of  our  friend  Dr.  Joseph  Warton,  for 
this  laat  week,  have  been  the  sport  of  our  daily  papers. 
lake  my  neighbours,  I  am  very  poor,  and  had  a  serious 
regard  for  the  lOOW.  I  subscribed  to  Mr.  Ktf  s  loan,  by 
which,  even  then,  I  expected  to  be  a  loser ;  but  if  any  one 
woold  double  that  sum,  and  give  it  into  my  hands  at  this 
very  moment,  I  would  refuse  the  present,  if  the  terms  of 
it  were,  that  my  signature  should  be  found  on  that  register 
of  shame — Mr.  Ireland's  list  of  believers.  Yet  in  that 
situation,  I  bear,  your  friend  Pinkerton's  will  make  its 
appearance.  But  I  forbear  to  take  up  more  of  your  Lord- 
anip's  time,  by  any  further  descant  on  so  worthless  a 
subject. 

"  The  Club  goes  on  as  usual.  A  long  and  stubborn  cold 
lias  prevented  me  from  attending  it;  but  Sir  J.  Banks 
assures  me  that  no  step  toward  filling  up  our  vacandes 
faaa  hitherto  been  taken. 

"  Dr.  Farmer,  as  I  learn,  continues  in  a  state  of  con- 
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Talescence.  The  Inat  reports  of  him  were  sa£Bcaaitly 
fkTonnble.  To-morrow  (being  St.  John's  day]  he  feasts 
his  whole  College ;  and  I  have  just  despatched  the  half  of 
a  house'lamb  as  my  contribution  to  his  entertainment. 
Tour  Lordihip  happily  reudes  in  a  cheaper  country  than 
oars.  A  tenant  of  mine  in  Essex  is  obliged,  by  lease,  to 
famish  me  every  rear  with  a  few  lambs  at  a  settled  price. 
When  three  of  tfaeae  were  sen^  a  few  days  ^o,  to  be 
kQled  and  dressed  in  Leadenhall  Market,  as  Christmas 
presents,  for  a  couple  of  the  beasts  (which  were  remarkably 
iaitge  and  fine)  an  eminent  butcher  offered  me  the  sum  of 
nmepotmdg. 

"Mr.OoughhasissuedoatthesecondTolnmeofbiB  Se- 
pnlohTBl  Monuments,'*  price  nine  guineas.  It  is  a  splendid 
pubhcstioo^  and,  in  m^  opinion,  a  cheap  one ;  for,  exclu- 
UTe  of  head  and  tail-pieces,  it  contains  131  {dates,  many 
of  which  are  engraved  in  a  very  finished  style.  In  respect 
to  decoration,  we  must  allow  its  superiority  over  the  work 
of  MontAucon.  Gough's  third  and  last  volume  also  will 
appear  in  the  conrse  of  a  few  months ;  at  leas^  so  says 
fa]8  printer  and  yours,  Mr.  John  Nichols. 

"  My  sheet  being  now  full,  your  Lordship's  patience 
can  be  no  longer  subject  to  the  tediousness  of  your  very 
bithfnl  and  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  Stbrvbns. 

"  My  best  compliments  attmd  your  N^hew." 


*'  Mt  dear  Lord,  HunpitMul  HmA,  Jn.  a,  nst. 

"  When  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  had  not  discovered  the 
following  small  snap  for  your  Lion. 

^  At  the  end  of  the  commendatory  verses  prefixed  to 
'The  EKATOMnAeiA.  or  the  Passionate  Centurie  of 
Love,'  &c. — '  composed  by  Thomas  Watson,  gentJetnan,* 
&c.  4to.  b1. 1,  [no  date,  but  entered  on  the  bmiks  of  the 
Btationers  Company,  1581,]  is  the  following  specimen  of 
ante-Miltonian  blank  verse. 

'  7b  tht  Authour, 
'  It  graner  headdu  iluU  connt  it  oner  light 
To  trote  of  Lone ;  uy  tboa  to  tb«m  :  A  italne 
Ii  iBcliiaiit  Tnto  tba  flneat  dio. 
And  jet  no  itaino  U  all  it  ij  for  thee, 

■  SeemeralnotioMof  thiiipleodid  work inlndei  to  litem?  Aneodote*. 
ToL  Til.  p.  273. 
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limt  iKfM  of  Lone,  u  0171^  to  mdudwfjr. 

To  fiiUoiv  tMt  thy  ud  Autigona, 

Vliich  111*7  lx*fB  oot  ■  broader  worke  then  tbla, 


OMfBltlekl 

Uydd  tbeei 


O.  Pbbu.' 

**  Your  Lordship  viU  be  pleased  to  observe,  tbat  in  the 
6fli  of  these  delectable  lines.  Master  Peele  refers  to  the 
Antiffone  of  Sophocles,  which  Watson  translated  into 
Latin  Terse,  and  published  in  1581.  See  also  his  Intro- 
duction to  Sonnet  79. 

"  Hoping  that  the  French  have  neither  burnt  yoar 
black-letter  hbrary,  nor  castrated  your  Nephew,  I  remain 
yonr  Lordship's  very  faiUifiil,  &c. 

"  Q.  Stbbvbns. 

"  P.  S.  I  cannot  close  my  letter  without  adding,  that 
yesterday  Mr.  Ireland,  senior,  published  an  ei^teen- 
penny  pamphlet,  with  the  following  title : 

"  '  Mr.  Ireland's  Vindication  or  his  Conduct,  respect- 
ing the  pablication  of  the  supposed  Sbakspeare  MSS. 
Being  a  Prefoce  to  an  Introduction  to  a  Reply  to  the  Cri- 
tical labors  of  Mr.  Malone,  in  his  '  Enquiry  into  the 
Anthentidty  of  certidn  Papers,  &c.  &c.' 

** '  London,     Published  by  Mr.  Faulder,  &c,' 

"  llifl  poor  performance  (which  exhibits  ^sh  indica- 
tions of  forgery)  threatens  a  yet  more  potent  attack  on 
Malone,  who,  I  hope,  will  content  himself  with  laughing 
at  them  both. 

"  In  the  foregoing  work  (which  I  have  neither  read  nor 
purchased,  though  I  skiro'd  my  eye  over  it  in  Egerton'a 
window)  tiie  names  of  the  whole  nest  of  ninnies  who  sub- 
Bcaibed  to  the  anthentidty  of  the  forged  MSS.  are  pub- 
lished. Dr.  Parr,  Boswell,  Chalmers,  Pinkerton,  and  Sir 
Isaac  Heard,  form  a  part  of  this  brilliant  constellation,  or 
(as  Stnunbo,  in  the  tragedy  of  Locrine,  calls  it)  corutulta- 

UOH." 


"  My  DBAK  Lord,  Huapitead  Heath,  Jan.  30,  1T97. 

"  I  had  your  Lordship's  favour  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
will  pay  my  respects  to  tiie  visnomy  of  mine  honoured 
TJncle  as  soon  as  opportunity  offers.  In  the  mean  while, 
he  may  rest  assured  that  a  sufficient  artist  will  undertake 
to  scrape  a  mezzotinto  from  Mr.  Abbott's  painting,  on 
terms  very  different  from  those  of  Yalentioe  Green,  whose 
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reputation  is  not  bo  high  in  the  world  aa  to  authorise  the 
extravagBnt  prices  he  is  pleased  to  set  on  his  own  labonn. 
"  I  inch)Be  another  ancient  poem  in  blank  Terse  (the 
two  last  lines  excepted),  and  lament  that  I  am  enabled 
only  to  feed  my  Brother-Nephew  by  morsels,  aa  I  am 
-convinced  that  nis  appetite  (if  it  be  genuine)  muat  be 
ready  to  gorge  whole  carcases  of  such  metre ;  at  least,  if 
his  stomach  for  black-letter  food  is  as  capacious  as  that  of 
his  Uncle  'i'  th'  olden  time  hath  been.'  As  your  Lordship 
might  not  hare  the 'Mirrour  for  Magistrates,*  1587,  in  your 
library  at  Dromore,  1  have  exactly  transcribed  Master 
Higgins's  performance,  which  I  think  is  not  to  be  found  in 
any  prior  copy  of  the  same  collection.  From  my  tran- 
script you  may  safelv  print. 

"Mr.  Chalmers*  lias  published  a  most  virulent  invectire 
against  Mr.  Malone,  in  an  octavo  containing  626  pages. 
One  flower  from  this  Scottish  nosegay  I  will  take  out  for 
your  Lordship  to  smell  at.  It  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
pohteness  with  which  our  friend  here  and  nis  noble  &iend 
in  Ireland  are  treated.  '  His  best  apology  is,  while  the 
Believers  require  none,  that  he  was  misled  by  the  intem- 
perance of  his  zeal  to  reason  from  a  fancied  uniformity, 
which  being  only  a  will-o'-th'-wisp,  led  him  headlong  into 
Me  great  bog  of  Allen,  Here,  with  Lord  Charlemont  by 
his  side,  he  plunges  a  while.  At  length  they  flounder 
through,  &C.' — Can  your  Smock-alley,  my  Lord,  or  our 
St.  Gues's,  produce  any  thing  more  low  and  vulgar  than 
this  is?  We,  who  are  the  surviving  editors  of  Shak- 
8peare>  are  not  only  censured  in  the  lump,  but  absolutely 
belied.  The  backs  of  all  our  cats  are  consequently  up. 
My  own  giimalkin  tail  is  become  as  thick  as  a  bottle-brush. 
Malone,  however,  may  have  ample  reprisals ;  for  I  hardly 
ever  saw  a  book  with  more  or  more  ludicrous  misappre- 
hensions and  mistakes  in  it.     To  use  the  words  of  Pope, 

>  Some  dwDOli  nbiipor'd,  Chalmen.  hive  >  tuts.' 
He  certainly  was  a  BeUever  when  he  began  to  write ;  and 
the  old  leaven  predominates  throughout  his  work,  not- 
withstanding his  repeated  assertions  that  his  creduhtyhad 
long  been  at  an  end.  Take  one  instance  more  of  his  ab- 
Burdity.  He  gravely  insists,  that  all  the  Sonnets  of  Shak- 
speare  were  indiscriminately  addressed  to  Queen  Elizabetb. 
If  they  were,  her  Majesty  was  bless'd  with  the  insignia  of 
*  Mr.  George  Cbilmen  died  Maj  31,  lB2a,  aged  ^2.  Sae  a  memoir  of 
Uoi  In  GentleiuaD's  Ms^anne  for  Dec.  162S,  p.  SG4  ;  with  aebaracterof  him 
by  the  Ule  Hr.  Joha  Taylor,  copied  from  At  San  Newipap«r. 
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both  sflses ;  and,  as  Loth&rio,  in  the  Fair  Penitent,  ex- 
pressea  himself,  was 

•  Eqiu]  to  both,'  and  arm'd  for  clth«r  field.' 
Pray  tarn  to  the  XXth  Sonnet,  Malone's  edit.  vol.  X; 
p.  208.     Chalmers  has  certainlv  battered  down  some  of 
Malone*s  comic^  but  his  citadel  is  as  firm  aa  ever. 

"  I  put  yom-  Lordship's  letter  with  my  own  hands  into 
the  Penny  Post. 

**  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  I  can  send  you  no  good  ae- 
count  of  our  friend  Dr.  Farmer.  I  am  taught  to  believe 
lie  is  in  a  confirmed  decline ;  that  he  is  quite  unmanage- 
able ;  and  both  eats  and  drinks  in  direct  opposition  to 
such  advice  aa  has  been  offered  by  the  most  experienced 
of  his  medical  neighbours.  I  have  likewise  been  told  that 
there  is  an  appearance  of  swelling  in  bis  legs.  Should  this 
last  tnrcnmstance  prove  true,  a  dropsy  may  be  at  no  great 
difltance.  I  cannot  conclude  without  a  hope  that  my  ap- 
prehennons  are  groundless. 

"  Mr.  Reed  is  greatly  recovered,  but  still  he  wants 
flesh ;  his  calves  having  been  much  reduced  by  the  seve- 
rity of  his  late  indisposition. 

"  I  am  willing  to  believe  the  French  are  not  inclined  to 
pay  yea  a  second  visit,  because  their  prospect  of  success 
•hotdd  seem  to  have  been  founded  on  the  unexpectedness 
of  their  atteck,  as  well  as  on  the  hope  of  finding  you  a 
more  divided  people  than  you  reuly  are.  I  sincerely 
congratulate  yon  on  your  escape  from  such  a  horde  of 


**  My  best  compliments  attend  your  Nephew. 
(■  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord, 

"  Tour  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Gso.  Steevens, 
'*  P.  3-    On  Tnesd^  the  24th,  there  was  a  ballot  at  the 
Club,  and  the  Hon.  i^ederick  North*  was  diosen.     Sir 
Harry  Englefield  -{-  is  the  next  candidate,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  eqnwy  sure  of  his  election."    - 


*•  Mt  DIAB  Lord,-  H«npA«d  Hrath,  Feb.  e,  IT97. 

"  It  is  my  present  du^  to  inform  you,  that  your  Nephew 

*  Aft«n»Tdi  the  fifth  Eirl  of  Gnilford,  chancellor  of  the  nnlienltj  of 
Coth,  and  F.E.S.  See  memolra  of  hiin  in  the  GenUemui'i  Magaiioe,  *ol. 
xcviT.  iL161,64B. 

t  Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield,  Bart,  died  March  31,  1822,  in  hii  TOth 

Sir.     See  a  memoir  of  Um  in  the  Gentlemui'i  Magaiine  for  April  1BS2,  p. 
3 ;  and  an  enlofj  on  hia  character,  In  Mr.  Sotheb;  the  Poet,  with  a  liit  of 
Ua  paUkatiotia,  In  the  ume  to),  pp.  418—4^. 
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liaa  drawn  more  blanks  firom  oar  Gothick  Lottery.  Here 
they  are,  and  joy  go  with  them  1  My  labour  in  tranBcrib- 
ing  such  stuff  from  the  dulleat  of  all  publications,  must  be 
allowed  to  deserve  encomium.  I  think  I  am  at  least  en- 
titled to  the  perusal  of  Mr,  Percy's  best  Discourse  on  the 
subject  of  Patience. 

"  The  punctuation  of  the  delectable  extract  you  are 
about  to  read,  will  afford  you  some  employment.  I  leave 
these  packthread  Miltonicuis  for  your  Lordship  to  disen- 
tangle, having  scarcely  changed  a  single  stop  to  be  found 
in  my  originsl. — When  you  piint  from  the  enclosed  tran- 
script (should  any  difficulfiea  occur),  the  4to  bl.  L  may  be 
borrowed  from  Mr.  Beed. — I  may  have  committed  a  few 
trivial  mistakes ;  but  could  not  endure  the  thought  of  tra- 
velling throu^  such  heavy  matter  again  in  quest  of  cor- 
rections. 

"  Your  Lordship's  coadjutor,  little  Meen,  in  the  course 
of  the  week  before  last,  spent  a  few  days  at  Cambridge, 
and  brought  back  a  most  unpromising  account  of  Dr. 
Farmer's  beallii.  One  of  the  curates  of  this  parish  also 
called  on  Tuesday  last  (by  my  desire)  at  Emmanuel,  and 
speaks  of  onr  friend  in  temis  yet  more  unhvonrable.  I 
b^n  to  fear  that  my  last  autumnal  visit  to  onr  Uaiver- 
sity  has  been  paid.  I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  (with  my  best 
compliments  to  your  Neidiew,) 

"  Tour  very  frdttifnl  and  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  Stbbvbns. 

"  P.  S.  I  cannot  help  subjoining  a  few  of  the  prices  at 
vhich  the  old  Quartos  of  Shakspeare  sold  in  the  auc- 
tion of  Dodd  the  player  * : —  »  . 
Midsummer  Night's  Dream     .     .     1600 

Henry  IV.  Part  1 1622 

King  John I6II 

Richard  III 1621 

Merchant  of  Venice 1600 

Do Do. 

King  Lear 1608 

Romeo  and  Juliet 1599 

TroiluB  and  Cressida  ....  1611 
Whetstone's  Promos  and  Cassandra  1578 
Gammer  Gurton 1575 

*  Hr.  Jimei  Dodd,  ot  Dnrr  Lue  Theatre,  and  ftther  of  th«  Rer.  Junei 
Dodd,  ODe  of  the  Uih«n  of  WetUninMar  School,  died  Sept.  17,  1796,  ii 
SoDthamptoQ  Row,  Bloomiborr.— Ooit.  Mag.  Sept.  1 796,  p.  79e. 
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"  On  pernsal  of  this  account,  perhaps  your  Lordafaip 
may  find  yourself  runber  than  yon  thought  you  were." 


"  Mt   drab   Lord,  HainpttMd  HMth,  Much  10, 1797. . 

"  I  have  executed  both  your  cororaissions.  Mr. 
Nichols,  among  his  own  books,  has  Leland's  Itinerary, 
and  will  print  tram  it,  according  to  such  instructions  as 
he  may  hereafter  receive  from  you. 

^  I  nave  seen  your  Portrait,  and  a  most  excellent  one  it 
is,  both  in  respect  of  colouring  and  likeness.  I  have  also 
delivered  your  message  to  Mr.  Abbott  You  must  forgive 
me,  however,  if  I  cannot  help  smiling  at  the  part  of  your 
letter  that  expresses  so  much  concern  and  sohcitude  about 
tiie/eelinffs  of  your  firiend  G,*  For  these  supposed  feel- 
btffg  of  his  I  cannot  entertain  the  smallest  degree  of  ten- 
derness ;  because  he  is  a  consummate  coxcomb,  and 
seems  officiously  to  have  intruded  himself  into  your  ser- 
vice, with  a  view  to  his  own  future  emolument.  He 
attended  your  sitting,  that  he  might,  with  an  enormous 
profit,  ensure  to  himself  the  publication  of  your  resem- 
blance  when  it  was  finisbed.f  Believe  me,  my  Lord,  that 
such  an  artist  as  Mr,  Abbott  required  no  hints  from  your 
Vals,  your  Ruperts,  and  other  affected  names  by  which 
the  G[reen_]  family  have  hitherto  distinguished  them- 
selves. Did  your  Lordship  ever  meet  with  'The  Secret 
Flot,  a  Tragedy  of  three  Acts,  written  by  Rupert  Green, 
Dec.  30,  1776,  aged  eight  years  and  eleven  months,  13% 
1777?'  This  stuff  was  published  by  V.  G.  himself;  and, 
if  your  Lordship  continues  in  your  high  opinion  of  him, 
I  cannot  help  wiahine  that,  by  means  of  a  dedication,  he 
bad  dropped  his  iniant*s  dramatic  cack-a  at  your  door^ 
*  Valentine  Gncn,  esq.  F.S.A.,A.R.A.  miboniBt  Salford.iuu'Emliun, 
0«t.3,lT39.  HlifatherwuacoantrTdandDK-iiiuter.  Hewuappnntleed 
to  Mr,  Rabat  Hancock,  oigimTer,  of  Waroater  i  to  whoM  buinMi  he  nic- 
ewdad,  iDil  TBtind  in  1765,  in  (kioor  of  Mr.  Jamea  Rata.  Hr.  Qraen'a 
fint  "SoTTcr"  of  Worcciter  <rai  pnUiihcd  In  S.  Gunidce  in  1764, 
■ader  the  direction  of  the  ReT.  Samuel  Gaibet,  theo  mident  tai  Sidbarr,  a 
aabnri)  of  Wonarter,  whitit  Hr.  Oram  waa  an  apprentloe.  Hh  aacond 
tmi  enlaigad  adtttoo  oT  the  Hiftorr  of  Wor«aater  appeared  in  1796.  Ha 
«aa  keeper  of  the  Britidi  loilitstion  at  the  tune  of  bii  dcalh,  which.  hq>- 
peaad  in  St.  Aibaa'a-ttreet,  Jane  !9,  1813,  Id  hla  74th  year.  The  above 
particalBr*  ware  ooBUUiicated  to  the  Oentleman'a  Magaiiiie  for  Not.  1813, 
p.  448,  br  hii  Mend  Mr.  Jamea  Ron,  who  obaerrea  '■  be  could  uj  mora 
abont  his,  bat  leaTca  it  to  lome  more  able  pen.''  Hia  portrait,  bjr  L.  P. 
Abbott, and enprnTcdbj  J.FittleT,iiprefixedtolhe"Higtor7of  Woreeit«r." 
t  Tbe  Portraitof^Pen^,  painted  bf  Abbott,  waa  engratedbjrOgbome, 
nd  paUiabad  b;  S  jlrfalar  Itwdlng. 
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How  were  bis  feeiingi  engaged,  when  he  touk  a  step  that, 
at  some  future  period,  may  chance  to  render  his  son  most 
completely  ridiculous  \ 

"  And  now,  my  Lord,  to  business.  Since  1  had  the 
honour  of  your  last  commands,  ante-Miltonian  blank  verse 
in  abundance  has  emerged. 

'*  Imprimis,  EUxabeiha  TWwfR/^Aofu,  &c.  &c.  by  J.  A. 
[t.  e,  James  Aske.] 

"  At  London,  printed  by  James  Orwin,  for  Thomas 
Gabbin  and  Thomas  Newman.  1588. 

"  This  poem  contains  above  a  thousand  lines  [perhaps 
J 189],  and  has  been  reprinted  by  Mr.  Nichols,  in  bis 
second  volume  of  Q,ueen  Elizabeth's  Progresses.  From 
this  book  your  Lordship  can  take  it,  as  well  as  the  follow- 
ing articles : 

"From  the  Queen's  Entertunment  at  the  Earle  of 
Hertford's,  1591,  page  8 — 9,  "The  Poefs  Speech  to  ber 
Majestic,  64  Unes. 

"■'  Ibid.  p.  14.  The  Oration  of  Kerens  to  her  Majesty, 
37  lines. 

"  Ibid.  p.  16.    The  Oration  of  Sylvsnus,  SO  lines. 

"  Ibid.  p.  17.    The  Oration  of  Fure  Nesera,  16  lines. 

"  Ibid.  p.  21.  The  Speech  of  the  Fairy  Quene  to  her 
Majestic,  16  lines. 

"  Ibid.  p.  22.  The  Poet's  Speech  at  her  Majesties  de- 
parture, 22  lines. 

"  See  also  the  Gresta  Grayorum,  pp.  42,  4S,  44,  45,  46, 
47)  in  the  same  volume. 

"  I  wish  your  Lordship,  however,  to  examine  this  col- 
lection yourself,  before  you  bsue  out  orders  for  printing 
from  it ;  as,  perhaps,  you  may  suppose  a  few  of  the  articles 
here  pointed  out  are  of  too  dramatic  a  cast  to  be  received 
OS  proper  examples  of  ante-Miltonian  blank  verse. 

"Though,  I  tiiink,  the  subject  of  Luzamei  has  been  auf- 
.  ficiently  discussed,  you  may,  if  you  please,  subjoin,  that 
in  the  year  1600  Queen  Elizabeth  bad  in  her  wardrobe, 
'  one  Frenche  gowne  of  tawney  sattin,  embrodered  all 
over  with  knotts,  sonnes,  and  clouds  of  golde,  silver,  and 
silke,  furred  with  luzama' 

"  If  your  Lordship  cannot  find,  in  Dublin,  Queen  £>li— 
wbeth's  Progresses  as  published  by  Mr.  Nichols,  you  can 
direct  bim  to  send  you  a  copy  of  them  immediately.  I 
am  assured  that  this  curious  work  (of  which  250  were 
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printed)  will  aodn  be  very  scarce.    Tbe  price  of  it  in 
boards  is  2L  12«.  6d* 

"  I  believe  I  hare  noted  a  few  lines  of  blank  verse  that 
appeared  after  the  year  1600.  I  shall  seek  for  ibtm,  and 
transmit  them  hereafter. 

**  One  would  almost  think  tJiat  Milton  coold  not  have 
met  with  any  considerable  spedmena  of  narrative  blank 
antecedent  to  bis  own ;  for  ne  would  scarcely  have  ven- 
tured the  assertion  which  yoa  have  quoted,  had  he  been 
consdoaa  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  some  of  his  readers, 
at  least,  to  contradict  it. 

*<  I  am  told  that  Sir  Harry  £[nglefieldl  f  had  two  black 
baBs  at  the  Cbaib.  No  subsequent  candidate,  to  my  know- 
ledge, has  been  offered. 

**  The  accounts  of  our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Fanner  be- 
come  more  and  more  nnfavourable.  He  is  sinking  very  fast. 
Hia  legs  swell;  as  often  as  he  sleeps  he  is  attached  by  the 
oamp ;  and,  contrary  to  his  former  practice,  he  sees 
every  ^ing  through  a  gloomy  medium.  I  had  these  par- 
ticulars from  his  nephew,  who  left  Cambridge  bat  a  few 
days  ago. 

"  &T  John  Jervis*B  X  victory  has  given  a  fillip  to  the 
spirits  of  the  public.  Some  politicians  aver  that  the  good 
effects  to  be  augured  firom  it  are  almost  incalculable.  If 
this  position  prove  just,  I  hope  your  country  will  have  an 
ample  share  m  the  general .  benefit ;  and,  consequently^ 
Uut  your  episcopal  revenues  will  proceed  without  diminu- 
tion. 

**  I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  feithfiilly,  &c-. 

"  O.  Stebvbns. 

"A  word  or  two  more  about  Milton. — It  should  be  re- 
membered, that  most  of  the  black-letter  collections  from 
which,  now  a-daya,  we  derive  so  much  assistance,  were  in 
his  time  unfomuHl ;  and  his  lof^  mind  would  hardly  have 
•looped  to  inquire  after  stuff  which  was  then  considered 
as  inapidicable  to  any  poranits  of  literature.    And  yet, 

*  Two  TidmM  «f  Tbe  Tiot^trntt  of  Oatm  BUoliath  mra  pablUied  la 
1IB8  I  ud  ■  ^nl  Tolmna  wu  added  to  Uw  Canactioii  in  ISOO.  Id  mdm- 
qM^  et^tmtt  Mr.  Nieholi'i  pramlMi  in  1808, Hm  work  baA  becowii  ■> 
•eaice,  aad  bmght  ndi  high  pncei  when  it  occaited  in  boolc  niM,  tb^ 
Hr.  NIckali  WM  LadaMd  to  nmodel  the  work,  ud  npntdith  it  io  8  to1«. 
4t».  in  lass.    To  wUcb  be  aftanrardi  idded  The  FrogmiM  of  King  Jamfa 

I.  to  4  nk.  isse. 

t  See  p.  IS. 

X  CiwM  BmI  St.  l^oceat,  is  ooBeeqaencc  of  tUi  iplcndid  TictoTf, 
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when  he  attempted  tocotnpile  an  Etigltsti  DictioBaryjlie 
must  have  ordered  many  books  of  different  sorts  and 
dates,  ID  verse  aa  well  as  prose,  to  be  examined.  And  if 
he  gave  (as  has  been  supposed)  any  considerable  portion 
of  assistance  to  his  nephew  Philips,  while  he  was  nrritii^ 
the  British  part  of  his  '  Theatrum  Poetarum,'  it  may  be 
imagined  that  onr  great  Epic  Bard  had  previoosly 
acquainted  himself  with  the  diaracters  of  some  obscnre 
poets  *  of  the  English  School.  Lord  Surrey,  Gascoigne, 
Peele,  and  Marlow,  are  names  that  occur  in  Philips's  cata- 
logue of  modem  versifiers.  But  these  are  merely  loose 
hints  thrown  out  for  your  Lordship's  better  consideration. 
I  possess  no  materius  that,  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
will  tend  to  contradict  the  assertion  of  MUton  in  his  Essay 
prefixed  to  the  Paradise  Lost.  From  his  Life,  however, 
one  important  truth  may  be  inferred.  I  mean, — the  great 
convenience  of  a  Nephew.  To  a  young  divine  of  this 
description  I  request  that  my  best  compliments  may  be 
delivered." 


"  Mt  dear  Lord,  Hunprteri  Heith,  April. IS,  IJOT. 

•  "  I  received  both  your  favonrs ;  but  have  no  more  rime- 
Ui»  verse  to  offer  you.  There  may,  indeed,  be  some 
larking  in  ancient  miscellaneous  books  that  have  not 
bithuto  occurred.  The  chances  of  finding  it,  however, 
are  small.  I  usually  look  into  every  antiquated  volume 
that  falls  in  my  way,  but  cannot  promise  myself  moeh 
snccess  in  my  future  researches. 

"  My  chief  question  is— If  Milton  had ,  seen  all  the 
blank  verse  your  Lordship  has  amassed,  would  he  have 
regarded  it  as  of  sufBcient  consequence  even  to  have  mtta- 

fated  his  pretensions  to  originality  in  that  kind  of  metre? 
Sethaps  not;  and  especially  as  so  considerable  part  of 
it  Waa  employed  in  mere  translation.  I  think  (like  the 
iQueen  in  Hamlet)  he  '  doth  protest  too  much,'  and  yet  he 
•might  have  supposed  his  declaration  to  be  virtually  justi- 
fiable. 

"I  confess  I  should  not  have  suspected  he  had  been  a 
Teader  of  miserable  black-letter  trash,  if  I  had  not  proof 
Ipf  his  having  occasionally  borrowed  from  it.  When, 
therefore,  it  could  be  proved  that  he  had  been  indebted 
to  midi  an  -inglorious  original  as  PymUco,  or  Etome  Red 
e  coqM  not,  with  propiHrty,  ba  called 
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Cefpe,  &C.  1609,  it  will  not  seem  unlikely  that  he  might 
aJso  fasve  looked  into  the  works  of  Surrey,  Marlow,  &c. 
who  had  exhibited  the  Roman  poeta  in  an  Sngliih  dreaa. 

Had  my  amiable  fiiend  Tom  Warton  lived,  we  might 
hare  expected  an  ample  comment  on  Paradise  Lost ;  in 
tbe  coarse  of  which  I  am  sure  I  could  have  furnished  him 
with  material  assistance  &om  the  ablegate  of  oar  ancient 
prose  and  poetry. 

**  The  Paradise  Lost,  Regained,  and  the  Sampson 
Agonistes,  hare  not  yet  been  properly  edited.  Bishop 
Newton  was  wholly  unacqoainted  with  the  Gothic  sources 
of  Milton's  imagery.  The  mere  reader  of  Homer,  Virgi^ 
Aiiosto,  Tosso,  and  Spenser,  is  not  half  equipped  for  the 
talk  of  illustrating  a  writer  whose  appetence  of  knowledge 
led  him  (like  his  own  Satan) 

"  O'er  bof,  DT  iteep,  throng  ftnut,  rougb,  diBK,  or  nre." 

"  It  was  my  design  to  have  spent  the  Easter  week  at 
Cambridge,  where  I  coald  have  employed  a  part  of  my 
mornings  in  searching  the  Publick  Librair,  as  well  as  the 
old  (not  the  Pepys)  collection  at  Magdalen,  in  quest  of 
£n£lish  antiquated  pieces.  But  as  I  find  Dr.  Farmer  is 
BO  languid  that  he  cannot  bear  company,  and  even  avoids 
the  parlour  at  Emmanuel,  I  begin  to  fear  that  my  last 
visit  to  our  university  has  been  paid.  He  has  slmoat 
determined  on  a  tour  to  Leicester ;  but  bis  nephew  (who 
came  to  town  on  Saturday  last)  assnres  me  he  is  utterly 
irresolute,  and  seems  to  have  given  his  case  up  as  a  lost 
one.  what  is  still  more  discouraging,  I  learn  that  our 
physical  professors  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

"  Your  friend  Pmkerton*  has  got  himself  into  a  shameful 

Eredicament.  He  employed  a  Mr.  Auderaon  of  Edin- 
nrgh,  to  transcribe  records,  &c  &c.  for  the  service  of  a 
new  History  of  Scotland ;  and  then  not  onW  evaded  pay- 
ment adequate  for  the  trouble  he  had  given,  bat  published 
a  part  of  Mr.  Anderson's  private  letters,  with  remarks  of 
a  molt  malignant  tendency.     Mr.  A.  commenced  a  suit 

•  UT.JofciiPiakcrtondiedM*n:falO,lB3C,  iKadtr.  8m ■  Bi«m^  ofUia 
!■  Utonry  lllartntioni,  vol.  T.  p.  661.  Hi*  "  litertTy  C«zTtafoaiaaoe  " 
-mm  psUuhed  hj  Mr.  Dawxn  Tomer  Id  1830.  Boe  Gaot.  H^.  Ju.  1831, 
Lp.4£.  In  the  G«otlemAU*i  HaguioB  forAngiut  1S33.  p.  ISI,arefoiir 
kcten  ftsB  Mr.  Finkerton  to  Bp.  Percy,  OlaitrUiiig  and  fllUiig  nptlia  corre- 
ipuodr^  poUiibld  by  Mr.  Tnmei ;  ud  la  Oant.  H^.  for  April  IS39,  are 
■  nloaUa  Mnea  «r  NoIm  on  Mr.  Titnm^  Volnuei,  bj  tha  Bar.  J.  Mitford, 

c  2 
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tgUDst  him ;  arrested  some  of  hU  rents,  to  «ecure  his 
Dtoney  in  ScotUnd ;  compelled  payment  with  costs  of  suit; 
and  has  since  pubUshed  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  *  Answer  to 
»ii  Attack  made  by  John  Pinkerton^  esq.  of  Hampstead, 
in  his  History  of  Scotland,  lately  published,  upon  Mr. 
William  Anderson,  writer,  in  Edinburgh;  conlainiDg  aa 
Account  of  the  Records  in  Scotland,  and  many  strange 
Letters  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  accompanied  with  suitaUc 
Comments  necessarily  arising  from  the  subject.'  Mr.  A.'s 
charges  ag^nst  P.  are  corroborated  by  his  own  letters,  and 
aeem  to  admit  of  no  extenuation. 

"  I  put  your  letter  to  Mr.  Taylor  into  the  penny  post 
with  my  own  hands.  Your  other  letter  I  left  witii  the 
Duke  of  Leeds's  porter,  his  Grace  being  abed  at  twelve 
o'clock,  when  I  called  at  his  house  in  St.  James's  Square 
yesterday  morning. 

"  I  entreat  that  your  Lordship  will  show  your  regard  for 
Vally*  some  other  way  than  by  urging  me  to  peruse  his 
works.  Tou  may  send  for  him  to  secure  a  likeness  of 
your  grandson,  while  Rupyf  composes  a  poem  on  his 
natiyity,  and  predicts  his  attachment  to  the  fine  arts  and 
the  illustrious  family  of  the  Greens. 

"  As  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  X  is  doing  his  own  duty  at  St. 
Paul's,  I  have  not  met  with  little  Meen  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month.  I  heartily  wish  success  to  your  spurs, 
whether  they  be  applied  to  your  corrector  or  your  pnnter. 
If  you  have  not  hitherto  collected  matter  enough  to  com- 

filete  your  second  volume,  you  can  easily  fill  it  out  by  the 
ength  of  your  Preliminary  Dissertation.  The  longer  yoa 
miuce  it,  we  more  the  poblick  will  be  obliged  to  you.  It 
will  also  serve  to  dilute  your  sin  in  republishing  Torber- 
vile's  Translations,  of  which  the  moat  patient  man  alive 
cannot  endure  to  read  a  dozen  lines. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  liord,  your  most 
tiithful  and  obedient  servant, 

G.  Stbbvbns.'* 


"  Mv  DEAR  LOBD,  HunpiteaJ  Heath,  Mi;  I,  1797. 

"  On  Saturday  night,  after  my  return  from  the  dinner 

at  the  Royal  Academy,  I  found  your  favour  on  my  table. 
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mnd  un  sorry  it  is  not  in  m;  power  to  fumi^  you  with 
'  Mr.  Anderson's  Answer  to  the  Attack,  &c.'  having  aheady 
despatched  my  copy  of  it  to  Dr.  Farmer,  who  by  this  timef 
I  hope,  is  hreathing  his  native  air  at  Leicester. 

"  The  original  publication  of  Blizabetha  Trtymphang 
shall  be  ready  for  you  whenever  you  want  it  No  disco- 
very of  additional  blank  verse  has  occurred  since  I  wTottf 
to  yoa  last. 

"  Your  nephew,  the  Rev.  Henry  Meen,  has  the  me- 
grima ;  and,  supposing  that  purer  air  than  Uiat  of  London 
is  necessary  to  the  restoration  of  his  health,  has  taken  a- 
honse  at  Ch^ell  in  Essex.  Your  Lordship's  chances  of 
typographicu  acceleration  will  not,  therefore,  be  much 
improved,  unless  you  can  find  another  nephew,  who  has 
some  spring  in  his  mind,  as  well  as  greater  proximity  to 
Ked  Lion  Passage.* 

"  When  you  reach  town,  I  shall  he  much  obliged  by  % 
aght  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  verses.  Till  then,  I  have  the 
honour  to  remain,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  faithful  and 
obedient  servant, 

"  G.  Stbevens." 


"  My  dbab  Lord,  H™i»t««iJ  Hnth,  juij  it,  1797. 

"  For  ten  days  I  had  been  following  my  hay-carts  in 
Essex,  and  consequently  did  not  receive  your  inquiries 
till  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  answer  them  by  Saturday's 
post. 

"  George  Chapman  very  often  signed  his  pieces  with 
his  initials  only ;  nor  has  it  been  discovered  that  these 
initials  can  belong  to  any  other  writer  of  the  same  period. 
I  know  not,  however,  of  any  poem  of  his  in  blank  verse, 
exc^  that  reprinted  by  Hacklayt. 

"  The  name  of  Ja.  Aske  has  not  occurred,  except  in  the 
place  where  we  have  found  it. 

"  You  may  rest  assured  that  Pontius  Pilate's  Letter 
did  not  appear  in  print  till  1587.  See  Warton's  Hist,  of 
EiwliBh  Poetry,  vol.  III.  p.  269,  270. 

For  an  account  of  Hi^ns,  see  the  same  work  and  vo- 
lume, p.  259.  As  you  may  have  frequent  occasion  for  re- 
fcrences  to  thia  book,  you  should  borrow  it  (if  it  is  to  be 
found  in  your  present  neighbourhood],  or  order  it  to  b6 
sent  to  you  frcAn  London. 

*  Ht.  Nicholi'i  Printing  OSca. 
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"  Toa  have  undoubtedly  leamt  ^m  the  public  prints, 
that,  since  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren,*  the  dub  }ua  lost 
another  member  in  Mr.  Burke.f  We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
and  I  proposed  the  Rev.  Stephen  Weston  %  (1  mean  the 
translator  of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek  hexameters],  to  fill 
up  one  of  the  four  vacancies.  My  recommendation  was 
seconded  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  Mr.  Windham  talked 
of  four  other  candidates,  out  of  whom  a  future  selection 
might  be  made ;  viz.  the  Lord  Chancellor,^  the  Bishop  of 
Rocheater,||  Dr.  Lawrence,1[  and  Mr.  Conning.**  If  Parlia- 
ment is  not  dissolved  beforehand,  we  are  to  have  onoUier 
club  on  the  Tuesday  after  next. 

"  Your  Lordship  has  certainly  fevoured  me  vith  s 
postscript  that  was  designed  for  some  other  of  your  cor- 
lespondents ;  as  1  know  no  more  of  a  '  Mr.  Wigley,*tt 
*  his  franks  and  his  circuits,'  than  I  do  of  the  man  in 
the  moon.]:t 

"  Foi^ve,  my  dear  Lord,  the  hasty  mode  in  which  I 
have  answered  your  queries,  as  I  am  obliged  to  spend 
this  whole  morning  at  the  bank,  in  the  receipt  of  dividends 
on  various  accounts,  and  for  different  friends  in  the 
country. 

"  I  remun,  my  dear  Lord,  your  very  ^thful  and  obe- 
dient servant,  Gbo.  Stbbvbns. 

"  P.  S.  The  atoiT  yon  may  have  read  in  the  newspapers 
about  money  lost  by  tjie  D.  of  Leeds  at  the  gaming-table 
is  absolutely  false.  No  such  event  has  happened.  I  had 
this  information  from  the  Duke's  own  mouth. 

"  I  am  this  moment  informed  that  your  nephew,  litde 


•  Kdnrd  Wuren,  H.D.  died  Juae  3,  179T.  Sea  Utcnar  AoeodotM. 
IlL  130. 

t  Mr.  Borkedied  Jol;  8,  1797. 

J  Rot.  5tn>lMa  WotoD  diod  Jan.  8,  1830.  Su  Gent.  Mag.  Apiil  1830, 
p.  970.  He  u  frequently  alladed  to  ia  the  Litrniy  Anecdatei,  lea  Index. 
VII.  pp.  4C2.  T09.    Literarr  IlliutnitiDal,  III.  7»9.  764. 

t  Lord  LoDgbbonrach,  erealad  Bni  of  RomItq  1801,  cad  died  Jan.  3 
1B05.     See  Chalmen' Biag.  Diet.  XXXI.  267. 

I  Dr.  Honlcf.  See  lAttmj  Anecdate*,  IX.  pp.  673— G93 ;  end  VII 
p.137. 

Y  Dr.  French  LiimDce,  M.P.  died  Feb.  37, 1809.  See  >  menMur  of  hiM 
iaOent.  Meg.  1B09,  p.  2SS. 

••  Mr.  Cenning  died  Aa|.  8, 1887. 

tt  Edmund  Wigley,  e«q.  M.P.  for  Woree«t«r  ud  recorder  of  Leloeatn'. 

Xt  Thii  PS.  wu  deiigiud  for  Mr.  Heeu.  See  Mr.  Meen'i  Letter  to  tba 
Biihop,  M«y  2,  1T9T,  pnnttd  hi — '^ 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBKCY    CORRESPONDBNCB.  .28 

Meen,  is  gone  to  Ramwate  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
his  hulth,  vhich  he  is  uways  willing  to  tiiink  is  on  the 
decline." 


"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  Himpatead  Heath,  7ane  10,  I79T. 

**  I  vas  on  a  journey  when  your  favonr  arrived,  or  the 
book  yon  desire  to  see  would  have  been  despatched  sooner 
by  twenty-four  hours. 

"  I  shall  drop  this  parcel,  which  is  pocketable,  accord- 
ing to  your  instructions,  and  trust  it  will  reach  you  safe. 

"  Our  fears  concerning  Ireland  for  some  days  past  have 
been  over,  and  I  hope  we  shall  very  soon  be  released  from 
our  anxieties  abont  the  Navy.  The  conduct  of  the  sailors 
will  have  produced  one  good  effect,  I  mean  a  temporary 
union  among  ns. 

"  Our  friend  at  Emounuel  is  growing  -weaker  and 
weaker,  and  was  utterly  unable  to  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  his  college  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  on  Tuesday 
last.  I  was  one  of  the  stewards;  and,  in  consequence  of 
an  old  promise  of  yours  to  Dr.  Farmer,  was  anthorised  to 
name  you  as  my  successor;  an  honour  of  which  I  rea^y 
availed  myself, 

"  Little  Meen  will  be  in  town  till  September,  aiid  then 
be  returns  to  his  hermitage  at  Chigwell  in  Essex. 

"  I  have  no  Uterary  mtelJigence  to  transmit,  except 
that  a  few  days  ago  I  received  as  a  present  from  the  au- 
thor (viz.  the  Rev.  James  Plnmptre*  of  Clare  Hall,  Camt- 
bridge,)  a  pamphlet  written  to  prove  that  the  character  of 
Hamlet  waa  meant  for  that  of  Jamea  the  First,  and  tiie 
Gho$t  for  the  representation  of  Lord  Damley-  As  Falstaff 
says  to  Mrs.  Ford,  "  Would  yon  desire  better  sympathy?" 
I  rejoice,  however,  to  find  that  our  critick  bais  made  no 
revelations  to  the  disadvantage  of '  one  Lucianus,  nbfhew 
to  the  King.' 

Tour  Lordship's  dramatic  property,  left  behind  you  at 
Dromore,  increases  every  day  in  value ;  for  three  quarto 
fx>pies  of  Shakspeare's  single  Plays  were  sold  at  the  fol- 
lowing prices,  on  Thnrsday  Ust,  by  Messieurs  Leigh  and 
Sotheby,  Torb  Street,  Covent  Qarden : 
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A    a.    d. 
King  Henry  IV.  6rst  part      .     1599      .     10    0    O 
Do.  second  part.     1600      .      8     B     0 

Much  ado,  &c.        .         .         .     1600  7  10    0 

At  the  same  sale,  Hughes's  "  Misfortanea  of  Arthor,  Utiber 
Peodntgon's  sonne"  (title-page wanting),  12mo.  15874pn>- 
duced  16;.  15*. 

"  And  now,  my  dear  Lord,  I  have  no  more  to  add, 
except  that  I  am  always  your  yery  &ithfiil  and  obedient 
bamDle  servant, 

^  Obo.  Stbbtbnb. 
' "  I  atill  hope  we  shall  see  your  Lordship  in  London 
before  yon  return  to  Ireland." 


"  Mt  DBAB  LoBn,  H«mptt*«d  HmUi,  Sept  3, 1797. 

"  Since  I  receiTed  your  favour,  I  have  spent  some 
hoars  in  a  fruitless  inquiry  about  the  Epilogue*  you  have 
<pK>ted ;  but  even  the  accumte  Mr.  Reed  can  supply  no 
information  on  the  subject.  As  there  is  nothing  appro- 
priate in  this  composition,  perht^  the  author  produced  it 
as  a  piece  of  sale-work,  for  the  seirioe  of  a  chance  cu»- 
tomer,  or  for  his  own  ^ture  use.  Finding,  however,  no 
commodious  vent  or  employment  for  fais  ware,  he  might 
^terwards  have  worked  ap  some  of  its  materials  into  ano- 
ther fabrick.  I  may  add,  that  several  of  his  lines  appa- 
rently glance  at  the  sentimental  pieces  of  his  dramatic 
rivals,  Kelly  and  Cumberland,  ana  therefore  on  mature 
consideration  might  have  been  suppressed. 

'^  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  fit  yon  should  learn  that  any 
present  attempt  to  throw  a  ring  fence  round  the  poetical 
demesnes  of  Goldsmith  will  be  ineSectoal,  as  a  late  disco- 
very has  been  made  of  a  dramatic  piece  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. It  turned  up  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Mr. 
Dodsley ;  which,  by  the  bye,  eshibit  all  your  Lordship's 
agreements,  receipts,  and  other  literary  transactions  wiUt 
the  deceased  bookseller,  ab  ovo  uigue  ad  mtUa.  These  docu- 
ments are  to  be  preserved  as  evidences  of  literary  pix^ 
perty.  The  oratorio  in  question,  entitied  Captivity,  was 
sold  by  the  Doctor  to  Dodsley,  Oct.  31,  1764,  for  ten 
guineas ;  and  Newbury  was  to  have  the  option  of  a  share 
in  it.     It  is  now  setting  to  musick  by  an  eminent  oom- 
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poMT,*  and  great  expectations  are  formed  of  its  raccesa. 
One  of  the  aonga  belonging  to  it  has  been  already  pnb- 
hshed  in  former  editions  of  oor  little  Poef  s  worka.f 

**  But  a  void  or  two  more  about  them ;  for  perhaps  you 
are  oiiacqnainted  with  a  metrical  production  of  his  on  the 
death  of  the  Princeaa  Dowager  of  Wales.  It  was  spoken 
and  song  at  the  celebrated  public  rooms  of  Mrs.  Comelys 
in  Soho  Square,  and  was  afterwards  printed.  Several 
other  pieoes  of  Uie  Doctor's  are  still  in  MS.  in  the  hands 
of  TBTious  people.  The  late  Mr.  Wright,]:  the  printer,  who 
had  been  either  apprentice  to  or  in  the  service  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  at  a  time  when  Goldsmith  composed  numerous 
eaaays  for  Magazines,  articles  for  Reviews,  &c.  &c.  pre- 
■erved  » list  of  these  fiigitiTe  pieces,  which  are  now  re- 
printing, and  will  make  thor  appearance  in  the  course  of 
next  winter.  Goldsmith  likewise  oegan  a  periodical  paper^ 
vbich,  being  iinsa&ce3sful,  was  laid  aside,  after  a  few 
numbers  of  it  had  been  issued  out.§ 

"  I  have  no  copy  of  Harlow's  Lucan.  Mr.  Malone  ia 
in  possession  of  one,  and  from  him  you  may  possibly  get 
the  loan  of  it.  I  once  bad  this  curiosity,  out  lent  it,  I 
believe,  to  Tom  Warton,  or  some  other  careless  friend, 
from  whom  I  have  not  recovered  it.  As  the  meetings  of 
oor  dub  have  for  some  time  been  discontinued,  no  elec- 
tion can  take  pUce  till  we  are  are  again  assembled  at  the 
Session  of  Paniament. 

"Dr.  Farmer  still  continues  in  the  same  melancholy 
ntnation,  nor  can  any  hope  of  his  recovery  be  entertained. 
He  baa  taken  to  a  milk  luet ;  is  said  to  be  as  pale  as  the 
fluid  he  lives  upon ;  and  is  qmte  reduced  to  a  skeleton. 
He  will  see  none  but  fais  own  &mily ;  and  consequently  I. 
iliall  not  diink  of  paying  my  cnsteimary  autumnal  visit  to 
Cambridge. 

"  As  your  Lordship  is  desirous  to  know  what  figure  yon 
make  in  the  blundermg  ungrammatical  catchpenny  of  Sir 
G.  S.||  I  will  banscribe  from  vol.  ii.  p.  297,  the  only  men- 
tion that  is  made  of  you.     '  The  Orphan  of  China,  how- 

*  IW*  MDft  bid  liwii  priated  turn  tfa«  Onbnjo.    Fuoa. 
t  Hi.  Steenn*  thaeomraur.  NothinfTentltedlVDinUiiipnqeet.  Priok. 
i  or  Mr.  namu  Wrigbt,  who  di«d  Mucb  3,  1797,  we  literan  Adbc- 
4atM.voI.  III.  p.  898. 

1  Tkaa  &T  of  Oiii  Latter  ii  oopM  in  Prlor'i  lib  of  GoUtaith,  II.  10, 


,..d:,i.  Google 


36  ILLUSTRATIOKS    OF  LITBBATDRB. 

ever  improTsd  in  an  English  dress,  by  i  very  respectable 
dramatic  poet,  may  be  considered  as  no  onfavounible  spe- 
<nmen  of  Chinese  tragedjr ;  and  the  Pleamtg  Hiatory,  of 
which  an  English  transUaon,  ander  the  care  of  a  learned 
and  ingenious  Prelate,  was  published  several  years  ago, 
is  an  instance  of  Chinese  noTel-writiDg  that  is  interestiiig 
and  simple.' 

"That  Sir  G/a  book  was  the  composition  of  an  /mA- 
man,  perhaps  you  will  think  sufficiently  manifest  from  the 
following  extracts.  '  In  Nicholas  bay  was  a  oonvenient 
rivulet  for  watering;  and  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
shore  a  village,  where  bt^iatoes,  potdlry,  fruit,  and  other 
vegetables  were  to  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable  rate.' 
Vol.  i.  298.  Does  not  uiia  passage  remind  your  Lordship 
of  the  celebrated  inscription  over  a  shop-door  in  one  of 
the  streets  of  Dublin  ?  *  Old  boots,  beef-ateaks,  rat-t^aps, 
and  other  tweetmeata,  sold  here  by  Terence  O'Shocknesy.' 
Again,  vol.  i.  p.  308, '  Every  day  presented  new  Ulanda  to 
the  view,  displaying  a  vast  variety  in  form,  sise,  and  colour. 
Some  itolated,  and  some  collected  in  clutters'  Did  any 
but  a  genuine  native  of  Blunderland  ever  tliink  it  neces- 
sary to  inform  his  readers  that  some  t«2an<bwere  igoUUed? 
and  where  is  the  designed  contrast  between  some  tnnt- 
liUed  and  aome  in  cltutert  ?  Clusters  of  small  islands 
would  form  a  number  of  bigger  islands ;  as  twelve  dump- 
lings, when  compressed  into  three  puddings,  would  still 
be  surrounded  by  the  water  they  were  boiled  in,  and 
consequently  preserve  an  insular  construction.  Again> 
vol.  i.  p.  334.  '  In  some  of  the  boats  the  fiaherman,  his 
wife,  and  children,  continue  with  Aim.*  That  is — the 
^herman  continued  with  himae(f.  Here  your  Lordship 
cannot  fail  to  recollect  a  beautiful  passage  in  one  of  the 
amorous  epistles  from  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  Ladv 
Groavenor,  where  he  complains  of  having  '  nobody  with 
■him  at  sea  but  himself.'  Any  further  remark  on  aueh 
stuff  would  be  (as  Dr.  Johnson  says)  to  waste  criticism  on 
.unresisting  imbeciUty.  Yet  by  such  a  pubUcation  Sir  Q. 
expects  to  gain  at  least  ten  thousand  pounds,  exclusive  of 
the  7,000/.  allowed  him  by  the  East  India  Company  for 
ibe  time  he  expended  on  the  embassy,  and  an  additiunal 
3,000/.  to  pay  for  his  copper-plates,  which  are  very  poor 
ones,  and  have  been  rendered  still  more  worthless  by  the 
unsldlfnl  manner  in  which  they  have  been  worked  off. 
His    vignettes    deserve   a    somewhat    better    character. 
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About  tro  years  ago,  ^e  lai^  and  small  paper  copies  of 
duB  work  were  advertised  at  the  price  of  three  and  five 
gWDeaa,  bat  before  pi;d>Ucation,  the  Baronet  levied  anoth» 
guinea  on  each  impression.  As  be  is  a  known  democrat^ 
it  is  reported  that  the  King  refused  to  accept  a  dedicatioa 
from  him.  His  Majesty  has  been  long  in  possession  of 
Lord  Macartney's  ^onmal,  and  thence  wilt  be  able  to 
ascertain  how  much  of  his  associate's  narrative  is  credible. 
Prom  the  turn  of  it,  the  reader  might  be  led  to  supptwe 
Aat  die  Embassy  had  been  in  some  d^ree  sucombM; 
iriiereas  &t  Joseph  Banks,  Major  Bennell,  and  the  gen- 
tlemcQ  in  Leadenhall  Street,  are  unable  to  point  out  any 
siiu^  beneBt  derived  from  this  adventure,  which  cost  the 
Inma  Company  150,000/.  I  am  told  that  Sir  O.  was 
originklly  a  sui^^n's  mate.  He  afterwards  became  a 
doctor  and  apothecary  in  the  West  Indies,  where  his 
ooaatrymm  Lord  Macartney  met  with  him,  took  him  by 
Ae  band,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  present  affluence. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  Collins  the  bookseller  at 
Salisbury,  and  had  with  her  a  good  fortnne.  His  former 
trade  will  aoconnt  for  his  digressions  on  some  very  ele- 
gant and  agreeable  subjects,  vis.  sea-sickness,  human 
ordare,  and  castration.  The  public,  however,  has  such 
«D  intimtine  taste,  that  every  picture-book  is  sure  of  sale. 
Hence,  the  entire  4to  edition  of  this  work  is  already 
gone.  A  second  edition  of  the  same  size  is  in  the  press. 
An  octavo  copy  in  3  vols,  is  ready;  and  several  abridg- 
ments have  been  advertised.  Sir  G.  though  tenacious  of 
his  property,  and  preparing  (aa  far  as  he  is  able)  to  defend 
himself  from  the  depredations  of  pirates,  has  allowed  the 

Gesbyteriaa  editor*  of  a  democratic  magazine  (I  mean  the 
ontfaly)  the  privilege  of  copying  one  of  his  plates.  This 
raving  represents  a  Chinese  wheel  to  ruse  water.  But> 
ilnckily,  the  same  contrivance  might  have  been  known 
without  going  to  the  East  Indies  for  it ;  as  there  is  a  si- 
milar piece  of  machinery  at  Payne's  HiU,t  in  Surrey,  and 
another,  as  I  have  been  assured,  at  Acton  iu  Middlesex, 
I  moat  subjoin,  that  Sir  G.  has  given  his  book  to  all  the 
Beviewera,  and  consequently  wiU  ensure  to  himself  the 

*  Dr.  A&Ib.  He  died  Dee.  7.  1832.  See  a  memoir  of  him  In  Gent. 
Has.  IMS,!. eft. 

t  Near  Cobhem,  the  eett  orifinellr  of  the  Hmi.  Ut.  HtmHtaa,  who  dU- 
played  there  a  Tery  fine  taite  in  Uodtcip*  (ardenlDg.  Thit  inunoue  water' 
wheel  ftOlexiita,  and  ii  need  to  ruie  water  from  the  riTerHole. 


engravi 
niuiick: 
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praiae  of  Ub  brethren  the  Diasenters.  Nor  is  it  likely  diat 
the  time-serring  aathors  of  the  British  Critic  can  he  very 
eerere,  since  each  of  them  also  has  been  mollified  by  a  pre- 
sentation copy  of  this  erudite  narrative. 

"  The  first  Toluoie  of  this  tedious  prodnction,  and  part 
of  the  second,  only  furnish  accounts  of  places  that  are  often 
visited,  and  have  been  better  described ;  nay,  all  that  is  to 
be  learnt  from  the  remainder  of  the  book  m^ht  have  been 
comprized  in  a  half-crovn  pamphlet.  Of  aome  parts  of 
the  work  I  am  no  competent  judge ;  but  am  told  by  those 
who  are,  that  in  whatever  treats  of  nautical  matters,  na- 
tural  history,  and  experimental  philosophy,  our  author  has 
displayed  a  very  auffident  share  of  ignorance.  If  you  were 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  friend  Sir  J.  Banks,  you  mi^t 
hear  more  on  this  subject;  for  he,  with  your  humble  ser- 
vant, and  others,  has  enjoyed  several  hearty  laughs  at  the 
expense  of  our  plenipotentiary  writer.  In  tne  mean  while, 
I  can  assure  you  that  his  rival,  vSneas  Anderson,  is  pre- 
paring for  war  against  him,  and  declares  that  his  account 
of  the  embassy  is  replete  wit^  misrepresentation,  if  not  with 
£alsehood;  and  continues  to  affirm  that  the  ambassador  and 
his  suite  were  close  prisoners  during  their  stay  in  any  of 
the  cities  of  China ;  a  circumstance  that  seems  ascertained 
by  their  inabiUty  to  afford  the  slightest  account  of  the  in- 
side and  furniture  of  any  house  belonging  to  a  mandarin, 
.or  even  a  private  person. 

"  Let  me  now  conclude  this  incoherent  gosaipping  non- 
sense with  an  apology  for  the  flimsy  paper  it  is  written 
upon,  which  has  not  even  the  recommendation  of  gilt 
edges.  I  had  covered  half  of  it  before  I  perceived  I  had 
taken  hold  of  a  new-fangled  sheet,  contrived,  it  seems,  to 
prevent  letters  sealed  with  wafers  from  being  opened.  A 
female  relation  of  mine  left  this  &sbionable  cobweb  in  the 
room  of  some  thick  post,  which  she  has  carried  off  with  her 
into  the  country.     I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord, 

"  Your  moat  faithfm  and  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  Stbbvbns." 


"  Mt  dear  Lord,  Hunpitcud  Heath,  8«pt.  9. 1797. 

"  Once  more,  my  absence  from  home  must  apologise 
'for  the  tardiness  of  my  reply  to  your  favour.  I  went  from 
hence  on  Tuesday  last,  and  did  not  return  till  this  morn- 
ing.    I  must,  therefore,  bespeak  your  indulgence  in  favour 
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of  the  hasty  scnbhle,  which  I  forward  to  too,  in  oonsft- 
qnence  of  your  request  that  no  time  may  oe  lost  on  the 
present  occasion. 

"  Yon  do  me  much  honoar  by  consulting  me  on  the 
subject  of  your  bibliopolic  transaction ;  but,  I  fear,  my 
adnce  will  not  prove  worth  your  acceptance. 

"  Provided  you  find  yourself  tuiaole  to  hold  the  book- 
sellers to  their  bargain,  you  can  at  least  threaten  them 
with  an  edition  to  be  printed  by  subscription,  as  well  as 
pte&ced  by  an  account  of  their  miibehaTiour.  If  this 
MTe  no  efiect  on  them,  I  know  not  what  wilL  The  works 
of  Goldsmith  are  among  their  staple  commodities ;  and 
they  will  hardly  choose  they  should  fall  into  any  otlier 
hands  than  those  of  their  leading  publishers ;  nor  can  I 
believe  they  will  think  it  prudent  eiuier  to  lose  or  provoke 
a  pen  so  pointed  and  so  popular  as  yours. 

"  It  should  seem,  however,  from  your  own  representa- 
tion  of  this  affair,  that  you  only  '  expected  they  would 
give  you,  &c ;'  not  that  any  specific  terms  were  formaUy 
settled  between  the  Knights  of  the  Rubrick  Post,  and 
your  Ijordship.  If  such  be  the  case,  I  think  you  will  find 
some  difficnlty  in  proceeding  on  ^e  ground  of  agreementj 
and  on  that  of  libfraUty,  your  cause  is  still  more  hopeless; 
for  wherever  the  elder  Cadell  has  influence  (and  he  is  stiU 
said  to  have  it  over  bis  late  shop  in  the  Strand),  all  ideas 
of  a  generous  turn  must  be  placed  quite  beside  the  ques- 
tion. I  have  also  learnt,  in  the  course  of  this  monmig^ 
horn  the  records  of  die  Chapter  Coffee-hohse,  that  t£s 
booksellers  had  agreed  to  print  your  projected  edition  of 
Goldsmith's  pieces,  so  long  ago  as  Nov.  6,  1795,  and 
exactly  cm  the  terms  they  now  offer;  at  least  no  mentioa 
is  there  made  of  the  200^  for  the  emolument  of  the  poor 


**  The  rudeness  of  your  correspondents  I  can  easily 
imag^e.  The  sentiments  of  sodi  priests  of  Mammon 
are  rarely,  I  believe,  expressed  with  any  great  delicacy  of 
language, 

"Mr.  Longman,*  of  Paternoster  Row,  and  Mr.  Egerton, 
over  against  the  Admiralty,  concnr  in  assuring  me  that 
the  settled  price  of  doing  up  an  octavo  volume  in  blue 

*  Thomu  Ltn^man  bad  in  1797  jut  nicceed«d  hii  UUta  inbtuiiieM  u 
>  bookaellcr.  Hg,  in  conjiiDction  wilb  bit  putnen  in  bauiieu,  Meun. 
Bsnt,  tUdiOrae,  Brown,  and  GracD,  curled  on  buiiiieii  to  an  extent  nsrer 
btfcre  knowD  In  Landon.     Ur.  Loncnum  died  Aii|.  29,  1842,  a^ed  71. 
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paper,  is  two  pence,  or,  in  boards  covered  with  blue 
paper,  /our  pence. 

"  The  executors  of  Mr.  James  Dodsley*  (in  whose  hands 
the  papers  mentioned  by  your  Lordship  remain)  are,  Mr. 
George  NleoI,t  bookseller  to  his  Majesty,  Pall  Mall;  Mr. 
Walter,^  of  the  same  profession,  Charing  Cross ;  and  a 
third  person,  with  whose  name  I  am  unacquainted.§  Your 
chance,  however,  of  recovering  your  40^  is  sm^;  for 
your  demand  would  be  deemed  out  of  time,  as  more  tban 
.three  times  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  publication 
of  the  third  edition  of  the  Rehques  of  Ancient  £ngliah 
Poetfy. 

"  The  copy  of  Marlow's  Lucan,  which  came  to  your 
Lordship  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Meen,  belongs  to  Dr. 
Farmer. 

**  Concerning  Dr.  Warton's  edition  of  Pope,  you  may 
read  the  first  article  in  the  Monthly  JEteview  for  August 
last.  I  wish  our  venerable  friend  had  not  undertaken  this 
worii  at  so  late  a  period  of  his  life.  But,  though  it  will 
add  tittle  to  his  reputation,  for  bis  trouble  he  received  no 
less  a  sum  than  five  hundred  pounds.  But  more  on  this 
subject  hereafter. 

"  I  should  have  informed  your  Lordship  (but  I  have 
told  my  whole  story  most  vilely)  that  your  correspond- 
ents C.  and  D.{|  in  spite  of  all  their  boasts,  are  not 
allowed  to  be  at  the  bead  of  their  trade  in  the  line  of  pub- 
lication. That  post  of  honour  is  often  and  successfully 
disputed  by  the  Robinsons  ^  of  Paternoster  Row ;  and  fre- 
quent quarrels  are  the  consequence  of  this  struggle  for 
power.  In  my  opinion  you  might  have  treated  more 
advantageously  with  the  latter  than  you  have  done  with 
the  former ;  but,  as  the  parties  are  united  on  the  present 
occasion,  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them. 

"  Thus,  my  Lord,  you  are  left  to  make  the  best  of  your 
baivain;  for,  if  you  cannot  intimidate,  you  must  submit. 
It  IS  true  that  Uie  works  of  Goldsmith  will  always  be 

'  *Of  Mr.  JtniMDodileT,  wbodicd  Feb.  19,  179T,M«  LitemrAnecdotn, 
♦oL  VI.  p.  438. 

t  Mr.  G.  Nicol  died  June  3S,  1B29,  mg«d6a.  See  Timperler'i  Dictioau;, 

J  Mr.  John  Welter  died  101^25,  1B03.     See  Literur  Anecdatet,  VI.  443. 
}  Mr.  Thomu  Tairney  mi  Hie  othor  execator. 
II  Mewn.  Cadell  md  Datiu. 
.   ^  Oftfaebe*dt>ftUifirm,Mr.Qt«rgaBobiiiiaii,«hodieJ  Jaii«6,iaoi, 
MeiBieiirairbjMr,  A.  Ch«liiien,  in  literur  AnecdoUi,  III.  445, 
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sought  after;  bat  irilh  equal  trath  it  may  be  observed, 
lliat  in  this  kingdom  you  will  discoTer  little  zeal  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  bis  needy  relations,  hundreds  of 
objecta  hens  having  a  superior  claim  to  pablick  charity. 
All  these  circnmstances  you  will  weigh  in  your  pwn  mind ; 
and  now,  heartily  wishmg  success  to  your  Lordship's 
Qiidertaking,  I  hasten  to  repeat  that  I  am  always  your 
most  fi^thful  and  obedient  servant,  Q.  Stbevens. 

.  "  Mr.  Reed  (on  whom  I  called  this  morning)  requests 
that  his  beat  compliments  to  you  may  be  offered;  and, 
once  more,  my  go<>d  Lord,  I  solicit  your  whole  indulgence 
to  this  unconnected  scrawl,  which  is  despatched  in  great 
haste,  for  fear  of  being  too  late  for  the  post." 

Bishop  Pbhcy  to  Mr,  Stebvenb. 

"10  S«5)t.  1797. 

"  Tout  obliging  Letter  was  received  this  morning,  and 
merits  my  best  thanks,  which  I  could  not  defer  presenting 
a  moment.  Tet  I  fear  you  will  have  reason  to  repent  of 
your  r^iness  to  serve  your  friends,  when  you  £nd  it  has 
encoQiaged  me  to  trouble  you  agun. 

"  The  Epilogue,  of  which  I  sent  the  exordium  and  con- 
claiion,  I  find  (by  an  endorsement  which  escaped  me  when 
I  copied  them  for  you)  was  intended  to  be  spoken  by  Mrs. 
Bolkeley.  I  wish  she  could,  by  some  means,  be  asked  if 
«he  remembers  for  what  play  it  was  intended.  It  may 
possibly,  after  all,  be  not  written  by  Goldsmith,  but  only 

firen  for  him  to  correct,  though  I  think  he  would  scarce 
are  adopted  the  four  lines  in  his  epilogue  to  his  printed 
comedy  from  it  bad  it  not  been  his  own. 

'*  He  ^ve  it  me  among  a  parcel  of  letters  and  papery 
jotne  written  by  himself,  and  some  addressed  to  him,  with 
not  moch  explanation.  But  I  have  always  considered  it 
as  his.  Yet  it  would  be  awkward  if,  after  being  inserted 
in  bis  Works,  some  other  author  should  prove  his  claim 
to  it,  and  therefore,  before  I  close  with  the  booksellers, 
who  are  impatiently  pressing,  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  ascer- 
tain this  point. 

"  I  have  another  unprinted  poem  of  Dr.  G.'s,  in  his  owd 
handwriting,  that  is  undoubtedly  his,  which  is  of  more 
consequence,  together  with  many  original  and  some  very 
carious  letters ;  so  that  I  shall  not  abate  of  my  terms  with 
the  booksellers,  even  if  this  should  be  withdrawn.    How- 
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ever,  ndittier  to  them  nor  to  the  utress,  would  I,  in  the 
present  ttage  of  the  boMiiess,  excite  any  doabt  concerning 
the  Epilogue,  of  which  I  BUppoae  the  lines  I  sent  you  are 
•ufficient  to  awake  any  recollection  which  the  may  have 
on  the  subject''* 

.  Mr.  Stbbtbnb  to  Bishop  Percy. 

"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  HamjwtMd  Heath,  S^pt.  14, 1T9T. 

**'mi  now  1  have  not  expressed  the  least  backwardnesa 
in  undertaking  to  execute  any  commission  you  might 
please  to  entrust  me  with  ;  but  you  must  foif;ive  me  i^ 
on  the  present  occasion,  I  decline  the  honour  of  your  com- 
mands. The  lady  you  would  have  interrogated  ceased  to 
be,  at  least  seven  years  ago ;  and  what  would  the  public 
say,  could  it  be  known,  that  your  Lordship,  a  Protestant 
Bishop,  was  desirous  to  send  your  sober  correspondent 
into  the  other  world  a  harlot-hunting  ? 

"  Yet  thoagh  I  may  not  choose  to  proceed  in  person  on 
this  errand,  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  who  hkea  to  under- 
take it^  I  will  surest  the  following  hints,  by  attention  to 
which  he  may  save  some  d^ree  of  trouble  in  his  research. 
I  would  not  advise  him  to  present  himself  at  Lucretia's 
rout,  or  Penelope's  tea-table,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  Mrs. 
Bulkeler  at  either  of  these  places.  It  is  more  probable  he 
will  find  her  inprivate  conference  with  Jocasta,  the  mother 
and  wife  of  CEdipus ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  our  &ir 
epilogue-speaker  was  kept  by  a  player,  and  seduced  hia 
son  to  her  bed.  For  tiiis  conduct  she  was  repuitedly 
hissed,  and  compelled,  during  several  seasons,  to  with- 
draw &om  the  stage. — "  Some  sins  do  bear  their  privilege 
on  earth,"  says  S^kspeare ;  but  he  would  not  have  ena- 
merated  the  act  of  Mrs.  B.  in  the  catalogue  of  venial  of- 
fences. The  captain  of  a  trading  vessel  was  afterwards 
fool  enough  to  marry  her,  and  in  his  possession  she  died. 
In  short,  out  one  out  of  all  the  actresses  who  figured  in 
Goldsmith's  comedies  is  now  alive. 

-  *'It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  original  MS.  of  his  f  Epilogue 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputy  Licenser ;  and  that 
the  copy  given  to  you,  might  nave  been  a  prompter's 
transcnpt  for  the  use  of  the  Uieatre.  Why  it  was  returned 

■  Priori  Life  or  Goldunitb,  voL  IL  p.  6,  ttom  M 
tha  poneuion  of  Mr.  MiKn. 
t  Goldnaitli'i. 
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to  its  author,  cannot,  at  this  distance  of  time,  he  ascer- 
twned. 

"  I  foretold,  that  the  first  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  poor 
Fanner  *  would  be  the  last  moment  of  his  esistence.  He 
waa  striving  to  throw  up  some  bile,  and  died  in  his  exer- 
non.  He  sunk  back  on  his  bed,  as  if  asleep,  and  left  the 
world  without  the  slightest  struggle.  His  nephew  Tom 
was  with  him ;  and  Captain  Farmer  (who,  I  believe,  is  his 
executor)  was  immediately  sent  for  from  Leicester.  Dr. 
Pamer  will  be  buried  in  the  chapel  at  £mmanuel,  near  the 
remains  of  his  friend  and  predecessor,  Harry  Hubbard. 
About  the  contents  of  his  will,  and  the  destination  of  his 
library,  I  have  nothing  to  say  at  present;  nor  can  I  learn 
that  his  successor  in  Amen-comer  is  announced.  I  am 
eqn^T  doubtful  respecting  the  Mastership  of  the  College. 

"  The  author  of  the  '  Pursuits  of  Literature '  is  still  un- 
known.t  He  is  undoubtedly  an  Etonian,  and  one  of  the 
parasites  of  a  certain  Cambridge  Doctor  of  PhysickjJ  who 
(if  he  had  the  power)  would  exterminate  all  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  detection  of  the  Fseudo- Rowley. 
"  1  am,  my  dear  Lord, 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
"  G.  Stebvbns." 


"  Mv  DBAR  Lord,  Uampttead  HeUb,  Nor.  lOtb,  I79T. 

"The  necessity  of  my  immediate  examination  of  many 
thousand  papers  oelonging  to  our  late  friend,  will,  I  trust, 
he  receired  as  an  apology  for  the  briefness  of  my  reply  to 
your  last  &vour. 

"  When  I  was  requested  to  look  over  these  manuscripts 
I  was  ntteriy  unconscious  that  even  a  single  letter  would 
be  found  among  them ;  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  met 
with  seTend  hundreds,  written  on  an  infinite  variety  of 


"  From  a  careful  review,  therefore,  of  some  of  these 
docnmentSf  I  think  mysejf  authorised  to  inform  your 
Lordship,  that,  exdnmre  of  the  memoranda  you  allude  to, 

■  Dr.  VuBMTdiBdS^.  8,  1797.  Of  thb  diitiagnUied  ichaUr  (m  ample 
mMDoin  1b  lAtenrj  Anecdota,  tqI.  II.  p.  618  ;  and  Indoz  toI.  VII.  pp. 

132,  set. 

f  Aftcnrardi  Moettaloed  to  b«  Mr.Thomu-Jamei  Mathiu.  HediedAag. 
..,1S35.     BMxDemDiranilmiTiGeiit.  Mag.  ISSS,  TOl.  IV.  p.  550. 

I  Dr.  Etaticrt  Glynn  Clobery.  He  Jied  Feb.  8,  18O0,  In  hii  SIM  jcar.  S«e 
MeoMiin  of  him  In  LiteiuT  Anecdote*,  toI.  VIII.  p.  211. 
VOL.  VII.  D 
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not  leflfl  thaa/bur  of  yoUr  own  episties  confxdn  acknov- 
ledgments  of  a  debt  long  due,  though  the  quantum  of  It 
Ib  unspecified.  This  deficience,  however,  tnay  in  some 
degree  be  snpplied  by  the  report  of  Dr.  Farmer  himself. 
In  October  1794  I  casually  asked  him  hoW  it  happened 
that  you,  vbo  are  an  Oxonian,  took  your  Doctor's  aegree 
at  OUT  UniTersityi  He  immediately  gave  me  a  distinct  ac- 
eoont  of  tiie  whole  la^nsaction  j  and  concluded  by  observ- 
ing, that  the  £100  which  he  had  lent  you  to  pay  for  your 
ttcademiceJ  honours  was  not  at  the  time  of  bur  conversa- 
tion re-piud.  He  subjoined  more  particulars,  such  as  your 
preparation  to  read  your  Thesis,  &c.  and  Jpur  progress 
tiirongii  other  solemnities  of  your  act.  These  drcum- 
fltances  are  &esh  in  my  remembrance ;  though  I  Can 
assure  you  that,  as  yet,  I  have  not  mentioned  to  thfe  Rev. 
Thomas  Fanner  a  Word  about  them,  or  the  specific  sum 
entrusted  by  his  uncle  to  you.  Do  not  suppose,  however, 
that  bH  nonce  of  the  debt  is  confined  to  my  single  testi- 
mony] for  much  the  same  intelligence  had  beeti  already 
communicated  by  the  deceased  to  another  gentleman,  Who, 
like  myself,  has  the  honour  of  yonr  Lorduiip's  acqnunt- 
ance. 

"  If,  therefore,  I  may  be  permitted  to  advise  you  (which 
I  do  according  to  my  best  judgment,  and  I  am  sure  viih 
the  utmost  sincerity)  the  £100  should  be  immediately 
re-paid,  that  no  further  inquiry  may  be  urged  about  it. 
The  sum  is  trifling  compared  with  inconveiiiencies  that  may 
sugeest  themselves  to  youT  own  Consideration. 

"Let  me  now,  conclude,  my  Lord,  by  observing  that 
though  in  the  course  of  your  correspondence  with  Dr. 
ParmCr  I  have  discovered  a  few  traits  relative  to  Idyaelf, 
which  might  aa  well  have  been  omitted,  I  act  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  with  the  strictest  impartlaUtr,  and  es&Ctly  as 
1  should  have  done,  hod  your  Lordship's  later  sentiments 
concerning  me  been  as  favourable  as  your  first. 
"  1  haVe  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 

"  Your  most  feithful  and  obedient  servant, 

''  Geo.  StK£V£N&. 

"  Forgive  the  interlineations  of  the  letter^  which  I  have 
not  time  to  transcribe." 
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"  Dbar  Sib,  Eiton,  Not.  18,  1797. 

"  Yonz  last  relieved  me  from  a  disagreeable  oncertaintyj 
as  it  mentioned  the  specific  debt  supposed  to  be  owing  to 
Dr.  Fanner.  For  waen  bis  nephew  informed  me  indis- 
tinctly that  my  name  was  given  in  to  him  by  the  deceased 
among  his  debtors,  I  had  the  hard  task  to  ptove  a  nega- 
tive, and  also  to  find  out  as  I  could  arainst  what  indefinite 
chai^  I  was  to  produce  my  proof.  But  as  to  the  money 
lent  me  when  I  took  my  degree,  I  doubt  not  to  show  that 
it  was  paid  him  20  yeats  ^o ;  find,  therefore,  so  far  from 
wishing  {as  you  advise)  that  no  further  inquiry  may  be 
made  about  it^  or  desiring  that  it  may  not  be  mentioned 
to  the  Rev.  lliomas  Farmer;  t  request  that  he  may  be 
immediately  informed  and  desirad  to  communicate  to 
C^it.  Farmer*  what  you  heard  from  the  deceased ;  and 
let  the  same  be  told  to  every  individual  you  please,  whe- 
ther friend  or  foe,  because  if  I  do  not  satisfy  every  impar- 
tial person  that  ^e  money  has  been  paid,  far  from  taking 
advant^e  of  the  lapse  of  time,  I  will  still  repay  it,  not- 
«Mutanding  my  oWn  conviction  that  it  haa  been  paid 
already.  I  must  only  require  to  be  allowed  to  examine 
my  papeiB,  which  unfortunately  are  in  Ireland,  and  cannot 
be  inspected  till  my  return.  And  if,  in  the  interim,  I  may 
not  be  allowed  extracts  from  such  of  my  letters  in  youf 
hands  as  acknowledge  the  debt,  &c.  I  hope  it  is  not  too 
mach  to  ask  to  be  favoured  with  the  date  of  the  last  of 
them,  wherein  it  is  mentioned,  to  assist  my  recollection. 

"  I  little  thought  it  could  ever  have  been  possible  for 
me  to  have  wished  to  survive  a  friend  so  beloved ;  yet  now 
I  cannot  but  think  it  providential  that  this  charge  has  not 
been  brought  after  my  decease,  when  it  could  not  have 
been  deared  up  by  my  family,  and  must  have  left  impu- 
tations on  my  memory. 

**  I  know  not  What  you  may  have  found  in  ray  Letters, 
written  in  the  most  unreserved  confidence,  and  under  the 
mend  seal  of  friendship,  nor  under  what  impressions  at 
the  moment ;  but  as  I  formerly  entertained  a  very  sin- 

*  It  ii  meliDdioIir  thai  to  cIdh  the  carreBpondence  of  two  mch  eminent 
Men  U  BUhop  VtTcj  and  George  Steevena.  ft  ihould,  <a  juitlce,  be  added, 
tbst  the  rmilj  of  Dr.  Parmer  exprened  their  latiifaction  at  the  Biihop*B 
upUnaUon.  Sm  Mr.  Mecn's  letter  to  Bp.  Venj,  Not.  J5,  1T99,  pitete4 
-r,  p.4B. 

D  3 
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cere  r^ard  for  you,  so  I  had  again  reneired  my  former 

sentiments,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  written  to  you  as 
I  have  done  lately.  Whether  this  be  believed  or  not,  I 
am  perfectly  easy,  as  to  any  advantage  that  may  be  taken 
of  my  Letters,  or  of  any  transaction  in  a  life  which,  though 
full  of  imperfections  and  error,  I  trust,  has  never  been 
sullied  by  any  intentional  act,  which  can  entail  dishonour 
on,  dear  Sir,  "  Yours,  Sec 

T.  Dbomobb." 
"  7b  Geo.  Steeveru,  Eeq." 


REV.  HENRY  MEEN,  B.D. 

The  Rev.  Heniy  Meen  was  a  Fellow  of  Emmanuel 
College,  Cambridge;  B.  A.  1766;  M.  A.  1769; 
B.D.  1776.  He  was  Rector  of  the  united  parishes 
of  St.  Nicholas  Coleabbey  and  St.  Nicholas  Olave, 
London,  to  which  he  was  collated  in  1792,  and 
preben(^]7  of  Twyford,  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Paul ;  in  which  Cathedral  he  held  also  the 
office  of  Lecturer.  This  very  amiable  and  learned 
man  completed,  in  1 780,  Mr.  Fawkes's  Translation 
of  the  "  ArgonauticB  of  ApoUonius  Rhodius ;"  in 
the  preface  to  which  he  speaks  too  modestly  of  his 
own  share  in  the  work,  having  written  all  the 
notes,  and  some  of  the  translations.  He  was  also 
the  translator  of  "  Coluthus  Lycopolites,"  in  Dr. 
Anderson's  edition  of  "Translations;"  in  which 
C.  stood  for  Coadjutor,  who  was  Mr.  Meen.  He 
afterwards  distinguished  himself  in  a  critical  work 
of  very  considerable  erudition  on  an  obscure  sub- 
ject, entitled,  "  Remarks  on  the  Cassandra  of 
Lycophron,"  originally  published  in  the  Europeui 
Magazine,*   and  reprinted  in    a    distinct    rorm, 

*  the  Criticiimi  on  Ljcophron,  In  the  European  Maguine,  bqnn  i* 
April  1796,  ind  are  continued  in  May,  June,  July,  Septecab#r,  October,  and 
November)  in  Maich,Ma;,  June  1797  i  and  NoTcmber  IT99.  Tbtae  eUrrtm 
commvnieationi  oie  si|^ed  E.   The  aignatare  afterwiTdt  change)  to  R.  wbea 
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8to.  1800.  These  remarks  consisted  of  portions 
of  the  Cassandra^  made  into  sections  of  Latin 
Aliments,  Greek  Ori^als^  the  Latin  Prose 
Translations,  an  English  Translation  by  Mr. 
Meen ;  together  with  short  notes  on  the  original 
Greek,  and  short  English  notes. 

This  work  *  was  published  as  a  specimen  of  an 
entire  Translation  of  the  Cassandra  of  Lycophron, 
which,  from  the  specimen  afforded  by  this  pam- 
phlet, it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  learned 
Translator  did  not  lire  to  publish,  as  he  thoroughly 
understood  his  dark,  mysterious  Author,  and  would 
hare  brought  him  before  the  English  Public  in  a 
dear  and  elegant  transIation.-|-  It  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted  that  this  laborious  undertaking  was  not 
presented  entire  to  the  literary  world,  as  we  are 
asenred  that  Mr.  Meen  completed  his  translation, 
which,  with  the  rest  of  his  books  and  MSS.,  was 
sold  I^Mr.  Sotheby  in  1817. 

In  1BI6  was  published  "  Succisivse  Operse;  or 
Selections  firom  Ancient  Authors,  sacred  and  pro- 
fane, with  Translations  and  Notes,"  J!  8vo.  Of 
these  literary  Scraps  (Mr.  Meen's  own  modest 
phrase  for  his  "  Sucdsivs  Operae  ")  the  most  con- 
siderable are  Translations,  with  notes  on  portions 
of  his  favourite  Lycophron's  Cassandra,  and  of 
I^dar's  Odes.  This  work  also  contfuns  observa- 
tions  on  Horace ;  on  a  book  entitled  "  De  Reli- 

tbe  Critidimi  igiiu  •pp«>T  in  Itnaaij  1801.  uid  ire  contiBued  montUf 
ARiashoBt  tint  rear;  in  1B02,  are  clvien  more  namben  ;  in  IB03,  ii  one) 
i>  ISM,  araietai)  in  1805,  ■refonri  in  1S06,  is  one ;  la  I80T,  ii  one;  in 
ISoe,  isoDCiin  1809,  are  fooT  1  in  1810,  ue  nine  i  in  1811  >ra  ntcd  j  in 
IS13,  n«  tlvM  i  tad  In  1813,  vb  hted.  In  1803  tre  lii  cridcinni  on 
Piadur,  ud  in  1804  *re  IIti  more. 

*  Venani  in  tba  GmlleiDan'*  Maguim,  1801,  p.  57. 

f  A  tranbtiOB  of  tbe  CMundra  of  Ljoophron  wh  priTitdj  printed  b; 
Ike  late  Lord  RoTitoD,  4I«,    1806:   a  work  of  great  eicelteiica,  decuted 


^,wh«renfter,  p.  67.)    Since  pnbliihed,  with  a  memoir, 

hf  Dr.  Ho^,  tlw  pnwnt  Biahop  of  Worceiter. 

t  Wa  w«i%  to  ablT  nrlewed  In  the  Gentleuan'i  Uisudiw,  tsL  Ixxsr, 
pvttt.pp.336-<S9. 
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^one  Tractatua,"  1705;  St.  Paul's  first  Epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  xi.  29 ;  Gataker's  and  Pfoche- 
nius's  Remarks  on  Lycopbron,  Milton,  and  Nlcan' 
der;  St  Luke,  xii.  49,  and  xvi.  9;  1  Cor.  L  19 ; 
and  St.  James's  Epistle,  i.  17.  In  1766,  he  pub- 
lished ^th  his  name,  "  Happiness,  a  Poetical 
Essay,"*  4to.  London.  Of  this  Poem  he  spoke  as 
a  juvenile  performance.  In  1798,  he  preached 
before  an  Association  of  Volunteers,  and  printed 
and  published  his  Sermon  in  4to. ;  the  text  G^ 
iv.  18.  Mr.  Meen  was  frequently  consulted  by 
Authors  on  the  publication  of  their  works,  and 
was  most  liberal  of  his  assistance  in  correcting 
them  for  publication,  or  seeing  them  through  the 
press :  among  others,  he  corrected  the  proof-sheets 
of  Bishop  Percy's  *'  Blank  Verse  before  Milton,"-t-  a 
work  which  was  destroyed  by  Messrs.  Niohc^'s 
fire.  He  died  at  his  rectory-house  in  Bread 
Street  Hill,  Jan.  3,  1817,  aged  73. 

The  Rev.  H.  Meen  to  Bishop  Pbbot. 
"  My  Lord,  jnlj  26.  IT9«- 

"  Last  night  1  received  this  sheet,  which  I  send  with 
my  own  emendations.  It  will  be  satisfactory,  no  doubt, 
to  see  what  correctionB  I  have  made,  and  to  judge  of 
their  propriety.  Bver^  interjection  and  every  vocatiTe 
case  is  pat  between  a  parenthesis.  These  parentheses  am 
retained.  Your  Lordship  may  possibly  respect  them  for 
their  antiquity's  sake.  I  am  sure  they  are  respectable  on 
no  other  account.  Our  translator  is  for  the  most  part 
faithfuL  In  one  instance,  however,  I  have  caught  aim 
tripping.  Permit  me  to  detun  your  Lordship  for  a  mo- 
ment with  this  matter,  and  to  request  the  favour  of  your 
opinion. 

"  The  line  is  this : — ■ 

Bit  ■liqni  fngnto  merituin  exprobrare  ?oInptM. 

HKfhUT. 

*  8«e  p.  6,  and  42. 

t  TUtiifrtqamllr  tlwiBlqMt  of  tfasi^isqMotaiKTMiMsteM,  Bee 
before,  p.  5. 
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(.  e.  There  is  some  pleasure  id  upbraidine  an  ungrateful 
man  with  his  deserts.    That  pleasure,  says  Medea,  I  shall 
now  eDJOT. 
«T.  thus : 

It  b  lome  pleamre  to  nnthankfall  wighti, 

For  to  object  the  good  fonpuied  tnnu. 
Neither  the  sense  of  the  passage,  nor  the  Latinity,  will 
admit  of  this  construction.  Ingrato  is  govemed,  as  the 
grammarians  speak,  by  exprobrare.  '  Exprobrare  aliquid 
alicni '  is  good  Latin.  It  is  Ovid's  Latin  here, — '  expro- 
bnre  meritum  ingrato.'  Bnt  Am  construction  is,  Est  all- 
^ua  Tohiptas  ingrato — exprobrare  meritum.  Can  this  be 
Tight  ?  I  will  ^ide  by  your  I^ordship's  decision ;  for  I 
have  consulted  no  commentators.  But  your  Lordship's 
intimate  knowledge  of  these  matters  will  give  to  every 
word  its  proper  orthogrMhy,  and  rescue  every  line  from 
such  emta  as  remain.  I  am  concerned  only  with  the 
rough  draught.  The  finishing  touches  are  reserved  for 
Toar  Lfordsnip's  pen.  I  was  happy  to  read,  that  your 
Jonmer  to  Northampton  was  safe  and  pleasant ;  and  sin- 
oerriy  hope,  that  the  remainder  of  it  may  be  equally  so. 
In  ezpeetation  of  the  favour  of  a  line  before  you  proceed 
tat  Ireland,  I  remain,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  obliged 
and  obedient  s«yan^ 

"H.  Meen, 

"  P.  S.  Dr.  Fanner,  we  hear,  intends  b>  spend  some 
part  of  the  samiaer  at  Bath  or  Buxton.  We  are  eorrf 
to  learn  that  he  is  not  better  in  health  than  when  he  wa* 
in  tovB<  Messrs.  Steevens  and  Reed  present  their  com- 
{rfinaiiti  to  your  Lordship.'^ 


*  Mt   Lobd,  Brexd  Street  HIQ,  Aog.  6, 1T96. 

"  Tfce  favour  (rf  your  Lordship's  letter  I  received  this 
morning.  Not  having  yet  had  the  pleasure' of  seeing  your 
nej^MW,  I  was  willing  to  take  the  earhest  opportunity  of 
iaokwii^  and  forwarding  the  last  proof-sheet  for  your  in- 
epeoCion.  Tonr  oorrections,  though  numerous,  were  neces- 
sary. Some  few  errata  had,  however,  escaped  even  your 
LomsUp's  aecnracy.  After  all  our  care,  some  inaccuracies 
my  Mill  remain ;  something,  omitted  or  added,  may  stand 
in  need  of  faitiier  cOTrection. 

*■  Id  a  ^kwBary  to  Chanoer  I  found  *  quappe'  thus  ex- 
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plained:  *quaupe>T.  for  quake.'  Mr.  Malone,  to  whom 
1  mentioned  this  word,  did  nut  recollect  it.  He  recollected 
only  *  quakk .'  On  consulting  his  glossary, he  found  'quappe/ 
in  Chaucer,  page  158.  The  sense  requires  me,  accardmg 
to  your  Lordship's  emendation.  But  the  words  '  that  me 
trapt  by  thy  forme,'  might  have  been  spared ;  for  they  are 
the  translator's  addition,  who,  contrary  to  his  usual  cus- 
tom, has  spun  out  the  two  lines  of  Ovid  into  four  of  his 
own.  The  comma,  which  had  been  placed  at  '  wights,* 
and  is  now  transferred  to  *  pleasure,'  restores  the  passage 
to  the  author's  sense.  Thus  my  fabric  of  criticism,  which 
was  built  on  no  firmer  foundation  than  a  misplaced  comma, 
foils  to  the  ground.  Your  Lordship's  little  notes  at  the 
bottom  are  of  use;  hut,  in  my  opinion,  a  glossary  at  the 
end  of  die  book,  as  in  the  ReUques,  would  have  been  more 
useful  still.  He  that  knows  not  the  meaning  of  *  to  goile,' 
is  equally  ignorant  of  '  bauen  blase.'  The  page,  whic^ 
occasionally  presents  him  with  one  solitary  note,  ne  wishes 
to  have  been  enriched  with  a  thousand.  Your  Lovlship's 
directions,  ^ven  in  your  letters,  shall  be  my  rule;  and  I 
am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  these  useful  communications. 
Be  pleased  from  time  to  time  to  favour  me  with  them, 
that  I  may  proceed  according  to  art,  and  not  add  to  the 
errors  of  the  press  the  errors  of  the  pen.  I  shall  be  hiq>py, 
however,  in  an  opportunity  of  paying  my  respects  to  your 
nephew  in  town,  of  talking  over  these  matters  with  him, 
and  acquainting  him  with  our  progress.  Be  pleased  to 
give  me  your  opmion  of  this  sheets  and  correct  what  errors 
may  yet  remain. 

"  I  remain,  vrith  compliments  to  the  ladies,  yoor  Lord* 
ship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant,  H.  Mebn." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Bread  street  Hill,  Oct.  3,  ITM. 

It  has  been  my  endeavour  to  revise  and  transmit  this 
sheet  to  your  Lordship  with  all  imaginable  speed.  If  it 
reaches  not  Dromore  so  soon  as  you  expect,  be  pleased  to 
ascribe  the  delay  to  winds  and  waves,  or  to  some  trans- 
marine  accident,  with  which  we  on  this  side  the  water  are 
not  concerned.  The  pointing,  as  corrected  in  the  margin, 
is  very  accurate.  It  seems,  indeed,  sometimes  too  pre- 
cise, if  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the  rule  laid  down  by  your 
Lordship  resjKcting  Master  Turberville's  punctuatioa, 
which  was,  to  leave  it  as  we  find  it,  unless  in  those  places 
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where  the  sense  was  rendered  obscure  hy  it,  and  its  ab- 
sonfi^  was  manifest. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  the  remaining  errata  are  in 
this  last  proof-sheet  Tery  few.  SHU,  humarmm  eat  errare, 
i,  e.  from  some  cause  or  other,  errors  will  creep  in.  It  is 
not  in  the  power  of  scholars,  compositors,  or  devils, 
printers'  devils  I  mean,  to  keep  them  out  Yoar  direc- 
tions respecting  the  other  parts  of  this  publication  shall 
be  dnly  attended  to.  I  uiank  your  Lordship  for  your 
Und  wishes  of  success  in  my  business  at  St  Paul's  ;  but 
matters  are  at  present  in  statu  quo.  The  Dean*  is  not  yet 
returned  to  town.  We  are  in  expectation  of  the  pleasure 
vX  seeing  Dr.  Farmer  towards  the  end  of  this  month. 
He  is  now  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Steevens  and  Mr.  Beed 
are  with  him.  He  has  certunly  been  benefited  by  his 
ezcnrsion  to  Bath ;  but  I  have  not  had  the  satisfaction  of 
leoeiTing  a  line  from  him  or  his  nephew,  since  their  re- 
tort) to  Cambridge. 

**  To  yoor  n^bew  I  am  now  writing ;  being  desirous 
to  thank  him,  though  late,  for  his  polite  and  fnendly  let- 
ters. I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obe- 
^Dt  aerrant,  H.  Mbbn." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Bi«mI  street  Hm,  Dec  19, 1T96. 

**  You  Lordship  has,  I  fear,  been  loiu;  in  expectation 
of  a  padtet  The  P.  S,  to  your  last  ^tter  expresses  a 
hope  ror  another  sheet  of  Turberville.  It  is  my  wish  to 
trsosact  this  business  for  your  Lordship  without  delay ; 
but  the  printers  are  sometimes  dilatory.  The  press  is 
filled  with  other  works,  and  tJiey  are  for  a  time  inatten- 
tive to  this.  Not  to  mention  the  many  petty  avocations 
that  are  perpetually  calling  off  the  attention,  and  occar 
aioning  duay.  Twice  every  day  I  attend  at  St.  Paul's,  in 
tbe  absence  of  the  Residentiary.  Next  February  I  hope 
once  more  to  see  our  friend  Dr.  Fanner  in  town,  and  to 
see  him  in  better  health  than  when  be  last  attended  here. 
His  nephew  returns  to  town  next  week.  From  him  I 
expect  to  hear  a  particular  and  a  &voumble  account  of 
the  state  of  his  health.  I  am  willing  to  flatter  myself 
that  yoor  Lordship  will  find  this  sheet  tolerably  correct. 
In  revinng  it,  I  have  availed  myself  of  both  the  copies 
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of  Tiubarilte,  Hr.  MKlone'i  and  my  awn  ;  and  oorreoted 
the  *  Steel-Glass*  by  Mr.  Steevens's  edition,  Be  pleated  to 
x«pe«t  your  injonctiont,  and  signify  by  letter  vbat  farther 
araeodmeBta  you  may  wish  to  be  adoptecL  Permit  me 
to  ask,  whether  your  nephew  is  likely  to  succeed  ta  the 
valuable  livina  in  your  Lordship's  ^ ;  and  whether  it  be 
tenable  with  his  preferment  in  England.  He  inclined  to 
think,  aa  I  learn  from  his  letter,  that  his  Irish  benefice  might 
be  held  together  with  his  English  fellowship.  The  event  I 
have  not  beard ;  hut  should  be  happy  in  an  opportunity 
ot  congratulating  him  on  his  good  suooeta.  Mr.  Reed 
oontiuues  very  tU.  Mr.  Steevens  thinks  him  in  great 
danger.  He  desired  me  to  present  his  duty  to  his  uncle, 
Tiom  him,  I  presume,  your  Lordship  heard  for  the  first 
time  of  my  juvenile  production,  called  a  *'  Poem  on  Hap- 
inneaa,"  I  wrote  it  when  an  under^graduata ;  at  a  period 
when  I  ought  to  have  been  employed  about  othw  and 
better  things.  Mr.  Steevens,  whom  nothing  esoapea, 
disoovered  among  rubbish  this  silly  thing ;  and  mortifies 
me  frequently  with  repeating  lines  from  it;  though  he 
knows  that  every  quotation  Is  a  sarcasm.*  Be  pleased  to 
bvour  me  with  a  line,  giving  me  your  directions  and 
emendations,  and  whatever  may  appear  necessaiy  to  your 
Lordship,  that  this  work  may  come  from  the  press  as  free 
trom  errata  aa  possible.  Be  pleased  to  present  my  com- 
pliments to  Mrs.  Percy  and  to  your  nephew. 

"  The  conuilimenta  of  the  season  to  them  and  to  your 
l«rdship.     1  remain,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant^ 
*'  H.  MfiSN." 


"  Mt  Load,  Bmd  Stnct  Hm,  Jn.  S3, 179T. 

"The  omiwion  of  '  Cydiptw  to  Aeontiui'  was  a  Btrange 
oversi^t.  But  your  I^ordabip  will  hwe  recuve  a  part  of 
that  epistle,  revised  with  care,  ftwn  Mr.  Malone*B  and  my 
own  copy.  I  will  endeavour,  since  such  is  your  Lordship's 
wish,  to  tenet  out  The  7\ffo  Sweumet ;  aineerely  iKqpiqg 
that  it  may  not  i»ove  a  wild-goose  chase. 

"The  state  of  Dr.  Farmers  health  will  not  permit  bim 
ta  ratom  to  town  in  February,  which  is  his  month  iA  ren- 
denoe)  I  tiierefbre  took  the  first  opportunity  that  offend 
to  pay  my  raspecti  to  him  in  oolle^  and  spend  a  few 
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d&ys  witb  my  ooU^e-frienda,  It  will,  I  am  oertain,  be 
satiofootary  to  your  Lordship,  to  know  how  Dr.  Farmer 
does.  I  wiih  it  ware  in  my  power  to  give  you,  my  liord, 
a  more  fiiToumble  account  of  our  worthy  mend's  healUi. 
But  he  is  Tery  far  from  well.  There  is  a  visible  change 
in  his  person  and  appearance.  He  looks  enfeebled  and 
cpMoiatod.  Ocouionaily  his  spirits  reviTe,  and  he  re- 
ooren  for  a  time  his  usual  cheerfulness.  He  complains 
mocfa  of  the  cramp,  which  frequently  disturbs  his  rest  j 
and  be  is  apprehensive  that  it  will  finally  seize  some  vital 
part,  and  prove  fatal.  No  arguments  will  prevail  upon 
ttim  to  alter  his  habits.  He  takes  but  little  exercise,  and 
sees  but  little  company,  except  that  of  his  own  society, 
with  whom  he  spends  his  most  comfortable  hours.  But 
I  am  hi^^y  to  hear  him  say  that  he  intends  to  be  with 
us  in  Jane.  I  sinoerely  wish  that  he  would  exert  himself 
a  little ;  and  not  sink  under  his  infirmities  with  a  langour 
bOTdering  upon  despondenoy.  Much,  it  is  thought,  might 
yet  be  done  by  a  ofaange  d  air,  diet,  and  exercise  t  and 
nothing  aurriy  ihoold  m  omitted,  that  oui  prolong  a  life 
TidnabM  as  ku.  It  will  afford  me  much  pleasure,  to  have 
onea  nore  an  opportunity  of  paying  my  respects  to  your 
nafdiew  in  town;  whose  return  to  it  your  last  letter  en- 
oiHiragee  me  to  expect,  I  sincerely  oonmtulate  him  on 
the  good  living  to  which  he  has  succeeded }  and  which  be 
bolos,  I  iHesume,  witii  his  preferment  here.  Be  pleased 
to  present  my  comphments  to  him  and  to  the  ladies. 
Tour  Lordship's  obliged  aiid  obedient  servant, 

«  H,  Mbbw." 


«  Mt  Lobd,  Bread  SttMt  HiD,  Mardi  14,  nn. 

**  It  is  with  pleaanre  that  I  embrace  the  earliest  wpor^ 
tvnity  of  forw^^ng  these  sheeta  to  your  Lonlabip.  Your 
printer's  numerous  engagements  will  not  always  allow 
him  to  be  so  expeditioUB  as  he  could  wish.  But  we 
oagbt  rather  to  double  our  diligence,  than  be  rmoisi  in 
this  woritj  which,  through  Iiilr.  Steeveni's  diligent  and 
mcoenful  researches,  is  likely  to  swell  into  s  bulky 
Tohime.  Bendes  The  two  Swanne»,  he  has  discovered 
another  poem  of  the  sort  you  are  in  seard)  of,  named 
fiiiroMAii  Triumpluiiu,  by  one  Aske.  I  have  corapared 
this  sheet  of  Turberville's  Ovid  with  Mr.  Maloue*s  and 
my  own  copy.    I  hav«  aliq  nompared  what  you  here  fiud 
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of  Gascoigne'a  *  Steele-Glass'  with  Mr.  Steeveas's  edition 
and  my  own.  You  will,  I  hope,  find  both  the  one  and 
the  other  tolerahly  accurate.  There  are  some  lines 
towards  the  end  of  this  Epistle  of  Cydippe,  which,  yoar 
Lordship  will  allow,  are  not  a  little  dimcult  even  in  Ovid. 
Elucidation  is  by  no  means  our  translator's  talent.  He  is 
for  more  dexterous  at  creating  difficulties  than  removing 
them ;  at  obscuring  his  author's  sense  rather  than  clear- 
ing it.  The  notes  of  Oascoigne's  Nightingale  are,  it  must 
be  confessed,  not  very  enchanting.  Now,  just  now,  while 
I  was  writing  this,  Mr.  Percy,  whom  I  have  long  ex- 
pected, has  favoured  me  with  a  call.  He  has  spent  some 
time,  he  tells  me,  at  Oxford.  He  retains  his  fellowship, 
and  resigns  his  Essex  Uving.  It  certainly  must  be  highly 
pleasing  to  him  to  make  Oxford  his  plsice  of  occasionu 
residence,  and  to  divide  his  time  between  his  friends  on 
this  and  that  side  the  water.  I  could  but  remark,  how 
much  his  health  is  improved  since  I  last  saw  him.  His 
stay  was  short ;  for  he  was  hastening  to  Essex  with  all 
speed.  He  mentioned  the  panic  into  which  yoa  had  been 
thrown  by  the  French ;  and  ^m  which  your  Lordship 
and  family  are,  I  hope,  long  since  recovered.  The  winds 
providentially  blew,  and  the  locusts  were  dispersed.  Are 
we  to  expect  the  pleasure  of  seung  your  Lordship  in  Lon- 
don this  summer?  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  lordship's 
obliged  and  obedient  servant,  H.  Msbn.' 


"My   Lord,  Bf«>d  street  Hill,  H>7  2,  1797. 

"  I  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  your  return  to  Eng- 
land, to  the  quiet  of  Northamptonshire  from  the  turbu- 
lence of  Ireland.  I  have  been  favoured  with  two  letters 
firom  your  Lordship.  As  directed  by  the  former,  I  called 
on  Mr.  Wigtey,*  and  foond  him  at  home.  He  presents 
his  compliments,  and  expressed  his  readmess  to  frank 
any  letter  or  pamphlet  to  the  Bishop  of  Dromore.  T^e 
limit,  one  ounce,  would  have  prevented  my  inclosing, 
together  with  the  sheet,  the  corresponding  part  of  my 
copy  of  the  Steelfr-GlasB.  The  method  of  conveyance 
suggested  by  your  second  letter  is  therefore  preferable.  I 
have  corrected  sheet  q,  and  returned  it  to  the  press,  that 
the  corrected  proof  may  be  ready  for  your  Lordship,  and 

*  8w  btfon,  p.  28. 
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come  accompanied  with  the  Steel-Glass.  I  am  this  morn- 
ing preparing  for  my  country  residence  at  Chigwell  in 
Euex.  Indigestion  and  a  want  of  appetite,  arising  from 
my  confinement  in  this  filthy  air,  have  rendered  such  a 
duuige  of  utoation  necessary.  It  is  my  intention  to 
Tetom  to  town  every  Saturday,  with  a  view  to  my  church. 
Tour  Lordship  may  rest  assured  that  the  present  work 
shall  not  on  this  account  be  delayed.  I  shall  wish  to 
double  rather  than  remit  my  diligence,  and  finish  what  we 
hare  so  well  began  with  more  than  usual  dispatch.  I 
apent  a  few  days  at  Cambridge  lately.  Dr.  Farmer,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  rery  unwell  j  weaker  and  worse  than  in 
January.  He  has  been  mudi  solicited,  and,  I  believe,  is 
come  to  a  resolution,  to  spend  some  time  with  his  fiiends 
and  relations  at  Leicester.  The  change  of  air,  of  diet,  of 
company,  and  the  kind  attention  of  iriends  constantly  about 
hini,  will  certainlv  be  of  service,  and  contribute,  I  hope, 
to  prolong  his  valuable  life.  Mr.  Steevens  and  Mr.  Reed 
are  both  well,  and  present  their  compliments  to  your 
Lordship.  Tour  letter  encoor^es  me  to  hope  that  your 
Lordship  will,  in  the  course  of  me  summer,  pay  a  visit  to 
town*  and  pass  some  weeks  with  us.  I  shall  be  happy  in 
the  opportunity  of  piling  my  respects  to  your  Lordship 
on  your  return,  and  of  transacting  anv  business  that  may 
be  of  use.  My  stay  at  Chigwell  is  onfy  during  the  month 
of  May.  Your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
«H.  Mbbn.» 

**  Mt  I^RD,  BrMd  Street  Hill.  June  15,  1T97. 

"  My  absence  from  home  has  prevented  my  acknow- 
ledging the  favour,  of  your  Lordship's  letter  so  soon  as  I 
wished.  I  have  collated  the  last  sheet  of  Gascoig^ne  with 
the  original  edition,  and  marked  the  variations  with  accu- 
racy. The  spelling  differs  in  many  places  from  that  in 
Mr.  Steevens's  copy.  This  is  my  month  of  residence  at 
St.  ^ul's,  for  my  good  friend  Dr.  Farmer.  I  sincerely 
wish  I  could  give  your  Lordship  a  favourable  account  of 
his  health.  But  he  continues,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  in  very 
indifferent  health,  and  is  unwilling  to  quit  his  college 
residence  for  Ijeicester,  to  which  place  his  relations  and 
fnends  are  desirous  to  bring  him.  Mr.  Steevens  and  Mr. 
Beed,  who  are  well,  join  in  compliments.  I  am,  my 
Ijord,  your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  H.  Meen." 
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"  Mt  LoBDj  BfMd  Stnet  HUI,  Anf.  tO,  1797. 

''  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  yoar  land 
inquiries  after  my  health.  My  jaunt  to  Ram^ate  has 
been  of  aerrice.  The  Bea  water  and  sea  breeces  haTfl  ooii' 
tiibuted  to  remove  my  complaint,  and  I  am  muoh  bettu-* 
Thia  morning  I  called  on  Mr.  Nichols)  and  left  with  hik 
Bon  the  First  Book  of  Luoan'a  Pharsalla  by  Marlow; 
requesting  him  to  take  particular  care  of  it,  aa  it  belonged 
to  Mr.  Steerensj  and  was  a  scarce  book>*  He  will  wnd 
me  soon  the  sheets  that  have  been  t)i*>nted  off  nnca  my 
la&t  inspection^  I  lament  that  my  indisposition,  and  ooiH 
sequent  absence  &om  town,  hare  interrupted  my  pnjgraaa 
in  revising  the  sheets,  and  obliged  me  to  diBContinuB  Uie 
Work,  which  I  lindeitodk  with  pleasure,  ttnd  wbitili  I  sbaU 
now  be  ready  to  resume^  should  your  Lordship  tee  ooo»- 
sion  for  my  assistance.  It  is  my  intention  to  spend  next 
month  bt  Chigwell^  a  pleasant  village  in  Essex^  near 
Woodford^  end  only  ten  miles  from  town.  I  resided  there 
in  May  lask  September  is  Dr.  Jackson's  month }  who, 
I  believe,  will  reside  the  whole  of  it  at  Amen  Comet. 
His  constant  residence  in  his  respBctive  months  gives  mfl 
an  ofipoftunity  of  taking  these  short  eicutsiona  for  ihi 
benefit  of  my  health,  t  wish  I  oOuld  give  your  Lordsliip 
a  more  favourable  account  of  Dr.  Farmer's  health,  than 
that  which  I  have  Very  lately  received  fiom  his  nepheW 
Mf.  Fanber,  who  is  constantly  with  bis  uncle  at  collie. 
He  writes  thus :  '  The  Master  seems  to  be  no  worse  now 
than  when  you  last  saw  him,  some  montlu  ago  |  though 
in  the  interim  he  has  been  veiy  bad  indeed.  Prof^sor 
Harwood  thinks  Dr.  Fanner  might  in  some  measure  rein- 
state nis  health,  if  he  would  get  into  the  air.  But  he 
has  not  been  down  stairs  these  two  months  and  upwards.' 

"Mr.  Steevens  and  Reed  present  their  compliments, 
and  will  be  h^py  to  see  your  Lordship  here. 

"tn  the  i^uropean  Magazine  for  this  month|  «bidt 
iHU  be  published  on  the  1st  of  September,  under  the 
article  paelry,  p.  115,  your  Lordship  will  see  a  copy  of 
verses  by  tieroert  Croft  '  On  returning  the  key  of  Ute 
gardens  at  Ham  House  to  the  Earl  of  Dysatt.'  His  name 
IS  written  at  length.  These  verses,  on  his  marriage*  are 
accompanied  with  notes,  of  which  this  is   one :     *  Sft 


I'LtttatoBp.  FWiT,  S^9,  lT9T.inp.2a. 
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8«]tt  1795,  tiie  Bet.  Hetbert  Cfoft  was  lluuMed,  bjr 
special  Hcence,  At  Hsm-Hou  Be,  b;  th«  Sishop  bf  I]^^ot«, 
to  MiflB  Lewis.'  t  amj  my  liord,  your  Loraahip's  Obliged 
and  obedient  serrent, 

"H.MUBlt." 


**Mt  Lord,  Br«td  strnt  hoi,  Dm.  16,  nsf. 

**  I  sincerely  condole  with  your  Lordship  oti  the  loss  Wti 
have  Kiut^ned  bv  the  AeMi  of  oor  lamented  ttlid  tduch- 
eMeenled  firiend  Ut*.  Fbriner.*  'the  buDiness  which  ytMi  let- 
ter explained  to  me,  will,  t  hope,  be  settled  to  the  satisfkc- 
tion  <fl  both  parties,  *hert  an  opportunity  offers  of  cdtlsult- 
inj;  thokepBpefa  to  frbich  your  Lordship  defers,  and  men- 
tions aa  beins  In  It^laAd.f  Be  assured,  should  the  sUbjeet 
be  mferttionea  to  me,  I  shall  nob  fail  to  stats  tt  according 
to  your  Lordship's  representatioii.  The  parcel  of  kttets, 
wbicb  Mr.  iSteevens  delivered  to  me  sealed,  shttU  be 
packed  up  in  a  box,  and  sknt  atcording  to  your  direcUon. 
1  shall  be  happy  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  Lordship  itl 
town ;  and  reati  with  pleasure  your  intention  of  paying  Mh 
a  Tint  soon.  1  wish  an  ettrlier  day  had  been  mentioned  J 
and  that  you  eootd  have  ttaade  tt  conyenietit  to  have  talcen 
a  ibat  at  8t.  Paul's  on  the  l^anku[iTing-day.]:  GKat 
preparatiohB  iiA  taking  there,  antf  great  intefest  fot 
tickieti  oh  that  day. 

•*  The  MS.  notes  on  the  New  1*estameTit^  \t  put  ItitQ 
tuy  hands,  shall  b8  taken  cafe  o^  with  other  pApefs. 

"  1  am,  my  Lord,  youf  Lofdship'a  obliged  and 
obedient  serrant.  It.  MBEtf." 

"  &f  V   LoBD,  BtttA  Street  biU.  Nor.  ES,  1799. 

"  I  rejiHce  to  find  that  your  Lordship  writes  in  so  godd 
spirits,  and  that  you  haVe  fonned  the  good  resolution  of 
continuing  firm,  as  you  express  yourself,  at  your  post, 
amidst  and  spite  of  tiie  scenes  of  turbulence  and  distrao- 
t)on  with  which  you  have  been,  but^  1  hope,  are  no  longer 
snrniiinded.    I  lead  your  Lordship's  letter  to  Mr.  Iteed, 

'  See  p.  33.  -|-  Beep.  35. 

J  For  Lanl  Dobcu'i  utiI  fietorj  tt  Ctmpenknrn.    Kliig  QtioTfe  III. 
hi*  CoHtrt  nd  C«Bit  w»t  in  fUte  to  St,  FtoL'i  Galbfdral,  Dttmba 
19, 1797. 
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who  tells  me  that  he  cannot  recollect  any  poema  of  Dr. 
Grainger  in  the  European  Magazine,  nor  under  what 
signature  they  appeared  there.  He  also  obserred,  that 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore  is  himself  in  possession  of  the 
European  Magazine.  To  say  the  trut^,  Mr.  Reed  seems 
to  be  somewhat  displeased  that  application  should  be 
made  to  him  on  this  occasion,  under  the  character  of 
editor  of  the  above-mentioned  Magazine.  He  is  not  the 
editor,  he  asserts  ;  nor  does  he  wish  to  be  so  considered. 
Dr.  Lettice  *  presents  his  compliments,  and  bess  leave  to 
inform  your  Ijordship,  that  he  has  somewhere  m  his  pos- 
session six  epistles  of  Ovid  translated  by  Dr.  Grainger. 
He  told  me  that  it  once  was  his  design,  together  with 
Dr.  Gnunger,  and  the  assistance,  I  think,  of  Mr.  Hunter, 
to  translate  ^  Ovid's  epistles;  but  that  bis  attention  was 
called  away  to  other  pursuits,  and  the  design  was 
dropped. 

"  Tour  Lordship  is  so  obliging  as  to  inquire,  what  are 
my  present  literary  labours  ?  I  am  engaged  in  publishing 
a  volume  of  poems  written  by  a  Scotch  lady,  Mrs,  Scott. 
They  are  chiefly  elegiac,  possess  merit,  and  will  be  pub< 
Mshed  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Lumley,  a  Northamptonshire 
clergyman,  whose  wife  was  sister  to  the  author.  They 
will  oe  printed  by  subscripton,  are  dedicated  to  Itady 
Elgin,  and  among  them  is  a  poem  written  to  Mr.  Dundaa, 
who  was  a  near  relation.  There  will  also  be  inserted  a 
poem  written  by  Bums,  and  another  by  Blacklock.'  If 
these  great  friends  intend  to  patronize  the  work,  and 
exert  their  influence  in  favour  of  it,  subscriptions  will  be 
numerous  and  respectable,  and  the  expenses  of  pubUca- 
tion  will  be  no  longer  formidable. 

"  I  will  endeavour  to  procure  a  list  of  the  sereral 
magazines  in  which  any  of  Dr.  Grainger's  poems  have 
appeared.  In  the  mean  time,  should  your  Lordship  see 
occasion  to  write  to  Mr.  Reed,  I  am  persuaded  he  could 
give  you  the  most  satis&ctory  information. 

*'  The  present  Sub-Dean  of  St.  Paul's  is  the  Rev, 
Weldon  Champneys.t  Mr.  Farmer  has  expressed  to 
me  his  satisfaction,  and  that  of  his  family,  at  your  Lord- 


158,752;  uulamemdrarhiBinGBnt.Hig.  1833,  a.47}. 

t  TlieBcT.Wel<)oaCliMnpiHTi,D.D.wuilMVie*Ti>rSt  Pucni,wlMre 
be  died,  Oct.  S6,  IBIO,  In  hii  TGth  rear.    Sm  an  KcomU  of  Un  In  G«nt. 
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ship's  statement.*  Be  pleased  to  present  my  compli- 
ments to  Dr.  Percy.  I  should  be  happy  in  an  opportu- 
nity of  paying  my  respects  to  him  and  to  your  Lordship 
in  town.  Dr.  Lettice  resides  at  Hampstead,  and  is  tutor 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  Beckford.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant,        H.  Mben." 


"  My   Lord,  Breid  street  Hill,  Feb.  U,  laoo. 

"The  favour  of  your  Lordship's  last  letter  should  have 
been  acknowledged  sooner,  had  not  I  waited  for  the 
tnmslationa  of  Ovid's  Epistles,  which  Dr.  Lettice  could 
not  immediately  find.  They  are  now  before  me,  and  are 
these :  Epistles  1,  2, 3,  4,  5,  and  IS.  They  are  written  in 
a  hand  remarkably  small,  neat,  and  delicate.  After  the 
title  of  the  18thj  viz.  Leander  to  Hero,  Dr.  Grainger's 
name  follows  in  a  parenthesis,  thus,  (By  Dr.  Grainger.) 
Iliis  is  the  only  epistle  that  bears  his  name.  Dr.  Lettice 
tells  me  that  be  has  some  other  epistles,  five,  I  think, 
irtiich  he  employed  and  paid  a  friend  to  translate  for  him, 
as  it  was  onoe  his  intention  to  pubhsh  a  complete  tranala- 
tion  of  these  love-elegies,  but  that  his  design  was  pre- 
vented by  other  arrangements.  Among  the  little  poems, 
md  to  be  written  by  Grainger  in  the  European  Maga- 
sine  for  Sent.  17dSt  only  one  appears  in  any  subsequent 
number,  viz.  On  Fancy,  inserted  in  the  Magazine  for 
Jane  1 739.  The  author  of  this  sliort  account  of  Grain- 
ger's life  and  writings  may  possibly  have  the  other  poems 
in  his  possession ;  at  least,  he  may  be  the  properest  per- 
son to  give  any  further  information  about  them.  These 
first  five  cpisUes,  your  Lordship  informs  me,  were  written 
by  Grainger's.  &iend.t  The  18th  was  certeinly  written 
by  Graingei  hioiaelf,  as  his  name  is  annexed  to  it.  But 
you  apeak  of  two  epistles  as  written  by  him.  Dr.  Lettice 
may  probably  have  overlooked  the  other. 

**  The  unwelcome  news  of  the  death  of  your  old  friend 
Georve  Steevens,  Esq.^  has,  I  presume,  long  since  reached 
your  Lordship's  ear.  His  decline  was  rapid.  Repeated 
strokes  of  the  palsy,  quick  in  their  succession,  and  more 
violent  in  their  return,  shook,  impaired,  and  at  last  de- 
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stToyed  an  understanding  the  moat  vigoroua,  and  a  body 
apparently  strong  enough  to  combat  with  ordinary  dia- 
eases  for  many  years  to  come.  But  the  palsy  msi  I  un- 
derstand, a  family  complaint ;  and  he  seems  to  have  had 
a  presentiment  uiat  such  would  be  his  end.  He  left  bj 
mil,  to  Dr.  Fanner  an  lOo;.,  and  an  1001.  to  Mr.  Reed, 
with  benefit  of  survivorship.  The  valuable  copy  of  his 
own  edition  of  Shakspeare,  enriched  and  ornamented  with 
more  than  460  heads,  he  bequeathed  to  Lord  Spencer. 
To  Mr.  Windham,  the  member,  he  left  bis  complete  and 
curious  Collection  of  Hogarth's  works.  Not  a  single 
book,  besides  these  now  mentioned,  has  he  reaerred,  aa  a 
token  of  r^ard,  for  any  of  bis  friends :  neither  hu  be 
consigned  them  to  any  public  body  or  museum.  Tbey 
are  become  the  property  of  his  relation  Miss  Steevens,  to 
whom  he  left  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,  and  whom  he  has 
appointed  his  sole  executrix.  His  collection  of  books, 
though  not  large,  is  more  curious  and  valuable  than  was 
gentmlly  suapected.  They  will  be  disposed  of,  moat  pro- 
bably before  May,  at  a  public  auction,  and  their  deatma- 
tion  will  be  announced,  as  usual,  by  the  fall  of  the  ham- 
mer. This  inglorious  end,  which  Mr.  Staerens's  sagad^ 
must  have  foreseen,  his  vanity,  one  might  have  thouht^ 
would  have  determined  him  to  prevent.  On  the  30tn  of 
Jannvy  his  remiuns  were  interred  in  the  chapel  of  Pojh 
lar.  Tnis  was  his  native  place,  and  here  his  ^mily  waa 
buried.  He  was  followed  to  his  grave  by  tJie  clei^ymen 
of  Poplar  and  Hampstead  in  one  coaim  ;  and  by  Mr. 
Reed,  Mr.  Nettleship,  and  myself  in  another.  Mr.  Net- 
tlflship  is  partner  with  Mr.  Nichols,  who  was,  your 
Lordship  probably  recollects,  Mr.  Steevens's  sttarawy  and 
friend.  £very  token  of  regard  which  Mesidahip  could 
shew,  or  merit  claim,  was  Uberally  mmifasted  on  this 
mournful  occasion. 

"  The  poems,  which  I  took  occasion  to  mention  to  yosr 
Lordship,  in  consequence  of  your  kind  inquiry  after  my 
literary  parsuits,  were  written  by  a  Scotch  lady  of  the 
name  of  Scott.  She  has  been  some  years  dead.  These 
poems  have  long  been  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  LnmleTf 
who  married  her  sister.  He  has  the  living  of  Bamwdl 
in  Northamptonshire;  and  is  very  intimate  with  Captain 
Brown,  witii  whom  your  Ijords^>  was  once  acquainted, 
when  you  lived  in  those  parts.  Iney  both  oallwl  on  your 
Lordship  at  Northumberland  Houae  in  town.    He  desiru 
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to  Mtarn  his  tlianks  for  the  hononr  of  your  name,  to  be 
•dded,  by  penniasion,  to  his  respectable  listof  subacriben. 
It  woald  be  highly  aatiafectory  to  me  to  have  an  oppor- 
tanitt'  of  tabmitting  these  poems  to  your  I<ordahitrs  in- 
specoon,  who  are  so  able  a  judge  of  these  matters.  There 
is  scKrcely  a  poem  which,  on  some  or  other  account,  is  not 
TdT  fitulty,  and  ktanda  in  need  of  corrections:  yet 
amidflt  these  many  defects  are  interspersed  beanties  and 
ezceUencea  of  an  high  order.  There  runs  tiirough  every 
oompoaition,  great  or  small,  a  vein  of  poetry  of  the  better 
sort ;  such  as  Blacklock  and  Bums,  her  particular  friends, 
would  have  been  disposed  to  commend. 

"  TcKit  Lordflfaip  will  see  inclosed  in  this  parcel  a  like- 
nest  of  Jane  Gibbs,*  and  proposals  for  publishing  Mrs. 
Scotfi  Poems.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordsbip's  obliged 
and  obedient  aerrant,  H.  Mxbn." 


•'  Mt  Lord,  Brud  Str«t  Hill,  Ang.  2S,  1800. 

'"IIhi  favour  of  your  Lordship's  letter  should  have 
been  acknowledged  sooner,  had  I  been  able  to  procnre  or 
gire  aome  information  respecting  Farmer's  pubbcations. 
^ley  are  ail  scarce ;  particularly  nia  treatises  on  the  De- 
tnomacs  and  on  Mirades.  Worthington  wrote  an  Answer 
to  the  Demoniacs,  as  did  also  Fell.  ITiey  are  8vo  volumes, 
and  sell  for  about  eight  or  nine  shillings.  Farmer  replied 
to  WoTthbigton.  The  Temptation  can  be  more  easily  met 
with  than  his  other  works.  Not  one  of  these  books  could 
t  procnre  at  Lackington'a.  They  were  in  his  Catalogue, 
but  are  sold.  I  have  met  with  some  of  the  above-men- 
tioned books,  but  not  all.  When  I  have  procured  the 
whole,  and  collected  such  other  pamphlets  as  the  subjects, 
either  of  the  Demoniacs  or  of  the  Temptation,  may  have 
given  birth  to,  your  Lordship  may  rely  on  my  care  in  for- 
warding them  to  you  according  to  your  direction.  But  the 
works  of  Fanner  are  not  to  be  found  in  every  bookseller's 
shop ;  much  less  are  the  Answers.  They  must  be  sought, 
botn  the  one  and  the  other,  at  stalls,  and  in  alleys  and  dark 
corners,  known  only  to  the  curious-  The  two  boxes  are 
safely  deposited  in  my  house,  which  shall  remain  their 
place  of  security  till  called  for.     It  will  afford  me  sincere 

iqdaUiig  itrcet-wklker,  ths  temr  of  the  b«aiu  of  flnt 
B  2 
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Eleaaure  to  hear  of  the  continuance  of  your  Lordship's 
ealt^,  and  that  you  have  received  benefit  from  your  ex- 
cursion to  the  pleasant  villa  you  mention.  Thanks  to 
your  Lordship  for  your  friendly  invitation ;  but  my 
engagements  fix  me  to  this  place,  where  I  shall  be  always 
happy  to  transact  any  business  for  your  Lordship.  In  toe 
mean  time,  with  my  Dest  wishes  for  your  Lordship's  safe 
journey  and  speedy  return  to  this  place,  I  remain,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

«  H.  Mbbn." 


"  My  Lord,  Bread  street  Bill,  April  B,  IBOl. 

"  Permit  me  to  return  your  Jjordship  my  sincereat 
thanks  for  the  favour  of  your  last  letter,  to  the  contents 
of  which  J  have  not  failed  to  pay  the  earliest  attention. 
That  I  have  thus  long  delayed  to  answer  it,  your  Lordship 
wiU,  I  am  confident,  be  disposed  to  ascribe  to  any  other 
cause  than  wilful  and  intentional  neglect.  Since  the  time 
your  letter  reached  me,  the  preservation  of  my  health  has 
called  me  to  Margate,  Brighton,  and  to  various  places ; 
and  for  sotue  weeks  past  I  have  been  rocking  the  cradle 
of  declining  age,  and  rendering  the  bed  of  sickness  and  of 
pain  tolerable,  if  not  easy,  to  an  aged  mother,  who  had 
reached  the  utmost  limits  of  life,  and  had  been  patiently 
expecting  the  summons  which  she  at  last  received.  Such 
are  the  avocations  and  disquiets  by  which  my  time  and 
attention  have  been  frequently  called  away,  not  only  from 
my  own  littie  concerns,  but  from  those  more  important 
commissions  of  my  friends  which  claimed  my  immediate 
attention,  and  which  it  is  my  desire  always  to  execute 
with  alacrity  and  diligence.  The  day  I  received  your  box, 
I  opened  it  as  desired,  and  acquainted  Mr.  Bremner,*  book- 
seller, that  at  my  house  was  a  parcel  containing  two  folio 
volumes  of  MSa.  directed  for  Mr.  Foulis,  printer;  that 
it  was  your  Lordship's  desire  that  he  would  take  particu- 
lar care  of  this  parcel  till  orders  were  given  for  the  disposal 
of  it.  The  parcel  is  still  at  their  house,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Mr.  Etmsly  ;t  for  Mr.  Bremner^  who  has  been 
long  ill,  is  since  dead.     It  is  somewhat  strange  that  Mr. 


*  OfHr.  DaWdBremDer.ieeLiterarr  Anei:dot««,IIl.  311. 
t  Mt.  Peter  Elntlj,  booh>ellBr,  died  M«t  3, 1802,  (ged  67.     See : 
of  him  in  lAtenrj  Anecdottt,  VI,  140. 
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Foulis  ahoold  not  once  in  all  this  time  hare  dther  written 
or  sent  after  thia  parcel, 

"  My  attention  is  at  this  time  more  immediately  directed 
to  the  publication  of  those  poems,  to  which  your  Lord- 
ship was  so  kind  and  condescendmg  as  to  become  a  sub- 
Boiber. 

"  Permit  me  to  take  occasion  here  to  renew  my  thanks 
to  your  Lordship  for  your  very  acceptable  present  of  the 
last  edition  of  the  Rehques  of  Ancient  Poetry.  I  was  not 
aware  till  lately  what  treasures  it  contained ;  how  many 
delicious  little  pieces  lie  scattered  through  the  various 
parts  of  this  very  entertaining  work ;  whose  story  in  many 
instances  instructs,  and  whose  poetry  never  fails  to  please. 
In  cxiUecting  Mrs.  Scott's  Poems,  I  have  had  occasion 
to  consult  your  volumes,  and  have  availed  myself  in 
a  note  of  the  information  they  afforded  me.  She  certainly 
read  poetry,  and  wrote  verses  from  an  early  period,  and 
seems  to  have  been  not  a  little  fond  of  l^;endary  tales. 
Here  is  one  in  her  collection  that  bears  that  name,  which 
she  calls  Edwin  and  Edith.  But  I  must  not  detain  yonr 
Lordship  with  particulars  now.  This  would  be  to  tres- 
pass on  your  time  and  patience,  and  to  exceed  the  limits 
assigned  to  a  letter.  I  can  only  express  my  wish,  my 
X»rd,  that  you  had  been  in  town  at  this  time,  as  I  should 
gladly  have  embraced  the  opportunity  of  submitting  these 
poems  to  your  perusal,  and  should  have  been  disposed  to 
estimate  their  worth  by  the  sentence  you  might  pass  on 
them. 

"  Dr.  Lettice  and  Mr.  Reed  desired  me  topresent  their 
particolar  compliments  to  your  Lordship.  Ilie  former  is 
still  resident  at  Hampstead,  busily  employed  in  teaching 
the  young  ladies  bis  pupils,*  and  occasionally  lamenting 
that  his  tune  is  not  more  at  his  own  disposal.  Mr.  Reed 
proposes  writing  to  your  Lordship  soon.  He  therefore 
reserves  his  intelligence  of  whatever  kind  for  his  intended 
letter.  Has  your  Lordship  completed  the  collection  of 
I>r.  Grainger's  Poems?  If  there  be  anything  wanting 
that  I  can  possibly  upon  inquiry  supply,  be  assured  that 
in  this  or  in  any  other  instance  I  shall  be  always  ready 
to  give  my  assistance.  Miss  Steevens,t  who  succeeded  to 
our  late  mend's  property,  and  lived  in  his  house,  died 
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there  lately,  after  having  enjoyed  ihu  contiderable  aooM- 
sion  to  her  fortune  only  one  year.  Her  complunt  waa  a 
dropay,  for  which  she  had  been  tapped.  Her  age  was 
about  52. 

1  Ument  my  absence  from  this  place  whan  Mr,  Haale- 
wood*  favoured  me  with  a  call.  I  was  equally  unsucoesaful 
in  my  call  on  him.  We  have  not  yet  met,  I  wished  to 
have  asked  him  many  questions  respeotiug  your  lA>rd8hip'i 
health,  the  time  of  your  return  to  this  place  a>  a  raember 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  where  Dr.  Feroy  t  is,  and  many 
other  particulars  i  oonceming  which  a  line  from  yoor 
Lordship,  whenever  and  as  often  as  your  leisure  will  ad- 
mit, will  be  esteemed  a  favour,  that  will  satisfy  every  ia- 
quiry,  and  give  me  real  pleasure. 

"  My  health  i»  at  this  time  much  better  than  usual.  Its 
permanency  depends,  upon  my  care;  for  health  at  my 
time  of  hfe  is  as  capriciouB  as  fortune, — it  comes  not  bat 
with  solitntatioti,  and  leaves  us  without  ceremony.  Be 
aasored  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  the  oontinuanov  of 
your  Lordship's  heal^,  and  that  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant,        H.  Mbbk," 

'*  Mt  Lord,  Breid  Strett  HUl,  Jut.  39,  1801. 

"  In  the  last  letter  with  which  your  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  favour  me,  and  which  now  lies  before  me,  dated 
May  6th,  you  tske  occasion  to  mention  your  expecta- 
tion of  being  summoned  to  the  Imperial  I^rliament  next 
year.  As  the  year  to  which  your  Lordship  refers  is  now 
commenced,  I  am  wiUing  to  hope  that  the  period  is  not 
distant  when  we  may  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  yonr 
return  to  town.  Accept,  in  the  mean  time,  my  compli- 
ments and  beet  wishes  for  the  continuance  of  your  present 
good  health,  and  for  the  return  of  many  new  ana  happy 
years  to  yourself  and  to  your  family.  You  have  probably 
seen,  my  I<ord,  Todd's  new  edition  of  Milton.  The  pe- 
rusal of  it  will,  I  am  confident,  afford  your  Lordship  real 
pleasure.    Mr.  Todd  J  has  lately  left  Caoterbury  ior  this 

*  Tha  Bn.  J.  D.  Hulewooil. 

i  Di,  PvoT,  tks  BijlwB't  nephew,  died  Hn  14,  1108.  See  •>  UUnn 
Aoecdatei,"  VIII.  14S. 

t  The  Rev.  H.  J.  Todd  left  Csaterbarr  In  IBM,  and  locepted  Ot 
MMotT  of  AUhiUon,  Lombard  Straat.  la  1890  Iw  raauved  iata  Toik- 
ahire,  oa  beinc  preMoUd  to  the  recCorf  of  Settnagton.  In  1832  he  wai 
^)Iioiated  Ardideacoii  of  CleTeUad,  and  he  died,  beloTed  and  retpeeted,  Dec. 
!M,  1845.  S«e  •  memoir  of  him  iu  Qent.  1I«|.  1»4«,  L  SIN  i  UtKu; 
AMcdole*,  ladoi  Til.  U3  ;  ud  Utanr;  lUMlnrtlMi,  VI.  tM,  6%,  Ma, 
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Slaoe,  where  he  has  been  put  in  posBession  <A  a  dty-living. 
Ir.  Keed  U  intimate  with  him.  Among  other  curioiu 
mBtters  oontBined  in  his  'Account  of  the  Life  of  Milton,* 
the  BditOT  has  inserted  the  following! — '  I  have  to  notice 
the  existence  of  another  treasure,  viz,  Milton's  copy  of 
Lifa^kroH,  with  his  own  mai^al  obserrationB.  Of  this 
remarkable  curiosity,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  publio,  I 
received  my  information  h'om  Mr.  Walker,  by  whom  it 
had  been  inspected  in  the  library  of  Lord  Chartemont,  the 
present  fortunate  possessor  of  it.'  Knowing  your  I^ord- 
ship*5  friendly  partiality  to  my  humble  attempts  towards 
illnstrating  this  author,  you  will  excuse  the  hoerty  I  have 
taken  in  turning  your  attention  to  this  interesting  anec- 
dote. Tour  Lordship  may  perhaps  be  acquunted  with 
atoB  nobleman;  or  you  may  have  bad  occasion  to  consult 
his  library.  I  am  confident,  however,  that  if  you  will  be 
so  kind,  my  Lord,  as  to  request  the  use  of  this  book  for  a 
ceitwn  time,  and  for  the  purpose  intended,  you  will  be  put 
in  immediate  possession  of  it.  How  desirable  an  acqusi- 
sition  a  un^e  remark  from  Milton  would  prove  in  a  work 
like  thia,  yom*  Lordship  well  knows.  Let  me,  therefore, 
only  add  my  apolt^es  for  the  hberty  now  taken,  and 
which  the  experience  of  your  Lordship's  repeated  Idnd- 
nesaes  could  alone  have  induced  me  to  take. 

"  A  copy  of  Mrs.  Scotf  s  Poems,*  which  your  liOrdship 
'was  pleased  to  honour  with  your  name  as  a  subscriber,  u 
reserred  for  you  here.  Your  boxes  are  taken  care  of;  as 
ahall  whatever  other  things  you  may  hereafter  see  occa- 
sion to  commit  to  my  trust.  Dr.  Lettice,  who  presents 
his  compliments,  leaves  Hampstead  and  his  present  con- 
nexions there  about  Midsummer  next,  being  summoned 
to  residence  by  his  Bishop.  Your  Lordship  nas  probably 
seen  Dr.  Vincent's  f  animated  defence  of  his  school,  sug- 
gested by  some  passages  contained  in  Notes  written  by 
Dr.  Rennell4  and  by  the  Bishop  of  Meatb,^  in  their  re- 
apectiTe  anniversary  Sennons. 

"It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  inform  -your  Lordship,  that 
Mr.  Reed  is  much  better  in  health  than  he  has  for  some 


EHk.  CmU."  Bto.    8«b  HiiotUj  Rnin,  XXXTlil 
t  Dr.  ViwMt'i  "  DdteM  of  FabH«  Eduatkn,"  1808. 
t  Dr-  BomII'*  SumoB  Ufbn  tke  Society  for  tkc  PraptgatlM  M  thi 

f  Br-  T.  LmtIi  (TBeirac'i  Ssraum,  r«lteT«tli^  tiM  o^oat  of  Dr.  Rei' 
BcU.    See  Qeut.  H^.  1802,  p.  148. 
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time  been.  He  doslred  me  not  to  foiget  his  particular 
compliments.  Dr.  Berdmore,*  whom  prob&bty  your  Lord- 
ship knew,  lies  dangerously  ill  at  his  house  in  Southamp- 
ton Buildings.  From  having  been  well  as  usual,  he  was 
suddenly  and  violently  attacked  by  an  inflammatory  fever. 
He  has  lately  published  a  littie  pamphlet,  containing 
strictures  on  Gray,  Hurd,  Warburton,  &c.  I  am,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  H.  Mbbn." 

"  My  Lord,  Br«Kl  street  HOI,  Mirdi  IT,  1803. 

"  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  many  and  sincere  thanks 
for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  dated  19th  February,  in 
which  your  Lordship  has  obligingly  promised  to  exert 
your  influence  in  procuring  Milton's  copy  of  Lycophron 
of  its  noble  possessor.  It  would,  as  your  Lordship  well 
knows,  be  to  me  a  valuable  acquisition.  As  it  is  probable 
that  the  curiosity  of  many  may  have  been  already  excited, 
and  that  applications  may  have  been  early  made  to  obtain 
this  treasure,  it  seems  but  a  prudent  step  to  adopt,  as 
soon  as  possible,  whatever  means  your  Lordship  may 
think  proper  to  employ  for  the  purpose  intended.  If  you 
would  be  BO  obliging,  my  Lord,  as  to  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  writing  to  this  young  nobleman,  the  informa- 
tion wished,  will,  I  am  confident,  be  immediately  given. 
Such  early  application  is,  I  think,  most  likely  to  be  at- 
tended wiui  success.  Thus  might  the  book  be  in  reacU- 
ness  for  your  Lordship  in  your  way  through  Dublin.  Bat 
I  am  ashamed  to  be  thus  troublesome.  I  am,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"  H.  Mbbn." 

"  My  Lord,  Brud  street  Hill,  lane  36,  1B02. 

"  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
favour  of  your  Lordship^a  letter  just  now  received,  and  for 
your  kind  condescension  in  pursuing  your  inquiries  after 
Milton's  Lycophron.  Milton's  Notes  and  Emendations 
may,  perhaps,  be  neither  numerous  nor  important ;  but 

*  The  Rer.  Dr.  Suunel  Berdmore,  the  Inrned  ■cboolmuter  U  the  Chirter 
Hoiue;  elected  in  1769,  imd  resigned  1791.  He  vu  ■  Dicmber  of  tb 
Unincreanble  Club.  He  pabliibed  "  Spedmena  of  Liitenrr  RcMmbiuue  in 
ttu  Warki  of  Pope,  Gnr>  ■■■''  other  c^brated  writen,  with  critiul  oIkm-- 
vatiofu,"  SvQ,  1801  ;  ud  died  Jtm.  30,  1B02.  See  (n  ftoeoimt  of  bim  in 
Gent.  H^.  1803,  p.  91. 
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j^nr  Lordship  well  knows  into  what  consequence  even 
trifles  me  when  the  pen  that  wrote  them  has  attained  its 


"  Dr.  Lettice  is  ahout  leaving  Hampstead,  and  retiring 
to  his  living.  Mr.  Reed  continues  in  tolerable  health,  and 
desired  me  to  transmit  to  you  his  kind  and  respectful 
compliments. 

"  The  Ist  volume,  in  4to.,  of  a  work,  called  '  LonditUmn 
JUi&vivum,'  is  just  now  published.  It  is  also  called  in  the 
title-paee, '  An  Ancient  History  and  Modem  Description 
of  Iiondon ;  compiled  from  parochial  records,  archives  of 
various  foundations,  the  Harleian  MSS.,  and  other  authen- 
tic sources.     By  James  Feller  Malcolm.'  * 

"  A  weekly  publication,  entitled,  '  The  Philosophical 
IVansactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  abridged'^  viU  make 
it  ai^ieBrance  on  Saturday, 

**  Your  Lordship's  truly  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
"  H.  Mbbn." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Bread  StreetHill,  Ju.  1BD3. 

"  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  sincerest  thanks  for  the 
favour  of  your  letter  and  the  information  it  afforded  me. 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  pointing  out  to 
me  the  channel  through  which  I  may  hope  to  be  indulged 
with  a  sight  of  Milton's  Lycophron.  Its  greatest  curiosity, 
so  &r  as  I  can  leam,  is,  that  it  bears  tlie  name  of  Milton 
in  his  own  hand-writing.  I  cannot  leam  that  it  contains 
any  marginal  notes.  Tet  is  it  difficult  to  conceive  that 
flnch  an  author  as  Lycophron  could  ever  possibly  have 
been  read  by  such  a  reader  as  Milton  without  having  en- 
riched it  with  ori^nal  remarks  and  conjectural  emenda- 
tiona. 

**  Be  assured  I  shall  with  the  greatest  pleasure  receive 
of  your  bookseller  two  or  more  sets  of  Goldsmith's  works, 
and  shall  be  happy  to  second  yuur  Lordship's  charitable 
design  by  the  sale  of  a  few  copies.  This  edition  is  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  literature.     And  as  it  is  ji  work 

*  Mr.  Hilcolm  wai  in  ibte  inUqntrr  and  •  ikiKol  drangfaUnMa.  He 
died  Ana  S,  tSlS ;  and  an  acconnt  of  faim  ii  giTcn  in  Gent.  Mag.  for  1815, 
i.  p.  4fiT-489. 

t  TUa  ratable  Abridgment  of  the  Philoaophical  TraiuactiQU  waa  cam- 
pDed  ^  the  celebrated  Dr.  Hattoo,  Dr.Sha*,  and  Dr.  BiGhaidPeanoii,  and 
w«  prtlhfcBd  b7  Ht.  R.  BaUirin,  rf  PMenotter  Bow. 
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which  has  had  the  good  fortune  not  only  to  have  been 
finiabed  under  your  Lordship's  inspection,  but  to  have 
been  furnished  with  valuable  materials  from  your  own 
literary  stores,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  have  many  por- 
ohafters. 

"  The  new  edition  of  Shakeipearej  with  additions  by 
Mr.  Steevens,  will,  I  understand,  soon  make  its  appear- 
ance. This  business  your  Lordship  knows  ia  in  Mr. 
Reed's  hands,  who  desires  me  to  present  his  compliments. 

'*  Mr,  Todd,  the  ingenious  editor  of  MUton,  is  very 
busy  in  preparing  a  splent^d  and  useful  edition  of  «U 
Spenser's  Foems. 

"The  book  of  antiquities,  entitled '  Londinium  Bedivi- 
vum,'  by  Malcolm,  lately  published  here,  has  met  with 
considerable  euoouragement.  It  is  patronized  by  Mr. 
Nichols  and  Mr.  Gougb.  Mr.  Malcolm  is  an  industrious 
antiquary.  He  has  collected  his  materials  from  places 
hitherto  unexplored,  and  has  arranged  them  in  a  manner 
tliat  pleases  and  informs. 

"  But  the  period  I  hope  is  not  far  distant  when  an  op- 
portunity will  offer  of  congratulating  your  Ijordship  on 
your  return  to  this  town  after  a  very  long  absence.  In 
the  mean  time,  be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  services,  in 
whatever  instance  you  may  see  occasion  for  uiem,  I  luve 
not  had  the  utiauotion  of  bearing  from  or  seeing  your 
nephew  Dr.  Percy  for  a  long  time.  Be  pleased  to  present 
my  complunents  to  him.  Whenever  he  pasaes  tbrougfa 
town  I  snail  be  glad  to  see  him,  and  hope  tnat  ha  will  not 
forget  to  hvour  me  with  a  call,  I  am,  my  Ixird,  your  Lord- 
ship't  moat  obliged  and  obedient  servant,         H.  Mbbh." 

"  My  LOBD,  Bmd  Start  Hffl,  May  X»,  IMS. 

"  The  favour  of  yova  Lordship's  letter  was  highly  gn* 
tiding,  «a  it  conveyed  to  me  the  moat  satubotwy  ac- 
count of  your  better  health  and  gradual  reoorery.  Indeed 
I  have  been  long  anxious  to  bear  from  your  Xjoidshijp, 
having  understood  from  various  quarters,  that  you  had 
been  very  much  indisposed.  I  was  therefore  liqq>y  to 
have  received  from  yourself  this  fsvourable  accowit; 
which  I  shall  with  pleasure  communicate  to  inquiring 
friends.  Permit  me  once  more  to  express  my  ri<*iitlt^j 
and  acknowled^  my  obli^tions  to  your  Lordship,  through 
iHiose  friendly  intenra^on  and  kind  exertions  I  am  put 
in  poaseanon  of  Miltm'i  LycopbrfMi*    In  mnirgiiMini  oS 
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a  note  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Canl£eld,  I  wuted  upon  him  at 
his  house,  and  returned  vitii  this  literary  treasure  in  my 
pocket.  On  examining  it  I  found  a  greater  number  ttf 
mai^al  notes  than  I  ^d  been  led  to  expect;  viz.  about 
50.  Many  of  these  notes  are  but  trifles ;  they  are  mere 
references  to  other  editions,  and  intimations  of  the  pre- 
ference w}ucb  Milton  was  disposed  to  give  to  other  read- 
ings. But  in  some  few  notes,  to  the  amount  of  five  or 
ni,  he  has  called  forth  his  critical  talents,  and  given  some- 
thing, Buo  de  pent),  vortby  of  himself.  It  will  be  proper, 
I  think,  to  rollect  these  mai^inal  notes  together,  and 
auign  Qiem  a  place  by  them&olves;  for,  like  precious 
ore,  long  buried  in  the  mine,  and  late  extracted,  tney  will 
be  prised  for  their  worth  and  rarity.  Mr.  Caulfield  haa 
indulged  me  wi&  the  use  of  this  book  till  bis  return  to 
town.  It  is  my  intention  then  to  accompany  it  with  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  Lord  Charlemont,  requesting  him  to 
give  me  leave  to  insert  the  late  I/ord  Charlemont'a  well- 
written  account  of  this  literarr  curiosity.  This  paper 
came  iockised  in  the  book,  and  was  transcribed  by  Mr. 
Caulfietd  from  the  laiginal.  I  have  also  other  rarities  to 
{woduce,  of  which  I  can  aay  nothing  now,  having  already 
trespasaed  much  too  long  on  your  time  and  sight. 

^  Mr.  Todd  is  still  busily  employed  about  Spenser.  Ha 
has  gained  much  reputation  ny  his  edition  of  Milton. 
The  Dooksellers  have  agreed  to  pay  him  a  veiy  liberal 
sum  for  his  SpenseT' 

"  In  consequence  of  what  had  passed  in  a  former  letter 
from  your  Iiordship,  respecting  the  sale  of  some  copies 
of  Goldsmitii's  Works,  1  expected  to  have  recdved,  kmg 
sinoej  some  copies  from  Mr.  White.*  But  he  has  sent 
me  none,  and  seems  not  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
your  Loi^ahip'a  intention.  I  should  be  happy  to  receive 
them  by  the  channel  you  had  mentioned,  and  for  the 
pnipoae  you  deaimed. 

"  I  hope  your  Lordship's  complaint  is  gradually  going 
off;  wd  that  1  may  be  gratified  with  hearing  sooii,  tliat 
your  former  bnlth  is  established. 

"  Mr.  Heed  piesenta  tua  compliments.  He  continiws  ia 
tolerable  healui.  We  both  unite  in  our  wishes  for  your 
Lordship's  retom.  1  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  truly 
obliged  and  obedient  servant  H.  Mbbn." 


,..d:,i.  Google 


60  ILLUSTBATIONS   OP   LITEKATUBE. 

"  My  Lord,  Knd  street  Hm,  Aug.  1S03. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  return  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for 
the  f&TOiir  of  yova  letter  lately  received.  On  the  receipt 
of  it,  and  without  delay^  I  inquired  after  Mr.  Charlea 
Goldsmith^  and  learned,  that  he  had  lodged  for  some  time 
at  a  house  in  Somers  Town.  The  master  informed  me, 
that  on  the  return  of  peace  he  left  England,  and  went  over 
to  France ;  from  which  country  he  had  reaaon  to  suppose 
that  he  was  not  yet  returned.* 

"Mr.Reed,who  desires  me  to  present  his  particular  com- 
pliments to  your  Lordship^  assures  me,  that  the  plate  and 
note,  respecting  the  men  whose  heads  appear  not  above 
their  shoulders,  are  inserted  in  that  edition  which  he  has 
just  now  published.  I  am  in  possession  of  the  former 
edition,  of  the  year  17^3,  published  under  the  immediate 
inspection  of  Mr.  Steevens,  In  reading  Cymbeline,  I  was 
much  entertained  and  informed  by  an  excellent  note  on 
'  her  attendants  are  all  sworn  and  honourable,'  for  which 
permit  me  here  to  return  your  Lordship  my  thanks. 

"Your  Lordship  may  reasonably  conclude,  that  Lord 
Charlemont's  Milton  has  been  long  since  returned  to  him. 
Tliat  it  is  not,  must  be  ascribed  to  a  circumstance  which  I 
will  relate  in  few  words.  When  I  received  this  book  of 
Mr.  Caulfield,  who  with  great  politeness  allowed  me  to 
take  it  home,  it  was  my  wish  to  return  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Having  satisfied  my  curiosity,  and  transcribed  the 
notes,  a  few  weeks  after  my  first  call,  I  repeated  my  visit 
to  Mr,  Caulfield  at  his  lodgings,  taking  wiUi  me  a  copy  of 
my  Remarks  on  Lycophron,  intending  to  request  the 
&TOur  of  his  acceptance  of  it.  He  was  not  at  home.  I 
then  left  a  note,  and  a  copy  of  my  Remarks,  requesting  to 
know  what  day  he  would  choose  to  appoint,  on  which  I 
might  wait  upon  him  with  the  Lycoplm)n,  and  accompany 
it  with  a  line  of  thanks  to  his  Lordship.  To  this  note, 
which  was  left  on  his  table,  together  with  my  Remarks,  in 
the  presence  of  his  servant,  no  answer  was  returned.  I 
was  every  day  expecting  an  answer,  but  received  none ; 
till  at  last,  but  not  till  Mr.  Caulfield's  return  to  Ireland,  I 
was  favoured  with  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  expressed 
his  surprise  that  I  had  so  long  detained  this  book,  con- 


WMt  Indiw.    See  Frior'a  Uh  of  Goldtmitb,  tl.  57(. 
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trary  to  hia  own  and  his  brother's  expectation.  Th&t  I 
uuirered  diis  letter  immediately  your  Lordship  needs  not 
donbtj  and  explained  particulars,  as  I  hare  now  related 
them.  But,  as  I  coola  not  recoUect  the  day  on  which  I 
waited  upon  this  gentleman  the  second  time,  I  bad 
recourse  to  my  journal.  Here  I  minute  the  little  occur- 
rencea  of  the  day ;  and  hence  I  learned  when  first  I  re- 
ceared  the  book,  and  when  I  made  my  second  call.  After 
hariiu  recnrred  to  my  journal,  and  learned  the  day  of  my 
secona  call,  I  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Caulfield,  acquainting 
him  that  I  left  with  hia  servant  a  note,  &c.  From  my  two 
letters  to  this  gentleman,  explanatory  of  this  business,  I 
am  induced  to  hope  that  Lord  Charlemont  will  ascribe  tJie 
detention  of  his  book  to  an  accident,  and  not  to  any  in- 
tended neglect.*  I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  favour  if 
your  Lordship  would  be  pleased  to  explain  the  matter  to 
Lord  Charlemont  as  it  is  here  stated ;  and  to  assure  him 
that  hia  book,  while  it  continues  with  me,  is  perfectly  safe ; 
and  that  it  shall  be  returned  whenever  any  one  authorized 
by  his  Lordship  to  receive  it  shall  call  for  it.  In  the  mean 
time  I  b^  leave  to  repeat  my  obligations  to  Iiord  Charle- 
mont for  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of  perusing  this 
book;  and  to  your  Lonlship,  through  whose  friendly 
interposition  1  obtuned  it.  You  will,  I  am  confident,  be 
90  kind  as  to  excuse  this  long  detail  of  particulars,  as  I 
was  anxious  to  exculpate  myself  from  the  charge  of  neglect 
which  I  might  probably  have  incurred  through  this  long 
detention  of  the  book,  which  is  detained  contrary  to  my 
wishes,  but  is  safe  under  my  protection. 

"  Not  only  the  two  numbers  of  the  European  Magazine, 
but  also  a  third,  which  respeots  the  same  subject^  is  here 
inclosed.  A  page  or  two  from  the  month  of  August,  as 
well  as  from  die  months  of  February  and  July,  forms  a 
part  of  this  packet ;  for  they  all  equally  relate  to  Mr.  Rolt. 
I  therefore  thought  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  your 
Lordship  to  see  Uiem  all.  The  biographical  sketch  of  this 
extraordmary  man,  drawn  up  in  the  Magazine  for  July, 
afforded  me  much  pleasure.  It  is  certainly  a  well-written, 
as  well  as  a  faithful  narratiTe. 

*  We  praramc  thi>  copj  of  LjcopbroD  ii  in  Lord  ChirlemoDt's  libnTy ; 
but  we  remember  a  copj  of  Ljcopliraii,  with  Wilkea'a  ■ntocniph,  oStrtA 
for  priTile  wle  *.  few  jenn  after  thit  date  ;  and  we  pnrcbued  SDOtber  book 
that  had  belonged  to  the  Mme  pcnoo, — Anthologia  GnecK,  with  HS.  Dota 
by  Upton.— J.  M. 
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"  Tour  Lordship  is  bo  condetcending  as  to  inquire 
after  my  literary  piuvuits.  Tfaia  inqniiy  a  probabI]r  mkde 
irith  r^(trd  to  my  Lyoophron ;  on  whom  I  oooewonaUy 
write  a  note,  and  correct  my  translation. 

"  In  the  Suropean  Maganne  for  August,  tlia  leaf  tlut 
eontaiDS  some  acoonnt  of  Richard  Rolt,*  oontaina  on  the 
other  nde  a  few  lines  of  Pindar,  a  venicm,  and  remarks. 
I  shall  be  happy  if  this  short  speoimen  meets  with  yonr 
Jjordsbip'a  approbation.  Some  such  literary  trifle  it  has 
been  my  amusement  to  write,  and  it  has  found  a  place  in 
tiw  Maganne  of  erery  month  through  the  year. 

"  I  ainoerely  lament  the  inflammation  of  wbioh  yoor 
Lordship  complains,  as  settled  in  your  eyes,  and  wnich 
renders  writing  diffioolt.  It  will  rive  me  much  pleamre 
to  henr  that  tbu  oomphunt  is  wholly  removed,  and  that  I 
may  hope  to  be  tsToured  with  another  letter  from  yaat 
Lordship  much  sooner  than  before.  But  I  hope  ihe  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  we  may  consrattdate  your  Lord- 
ship on  your  return  to  this  place.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  truly  obliged  and  obedient  aerrant, 

"H-Mbbh.** 


"  Mr  Lord,  Brwd  street  nm,  Hudi  13,  leot. 

*•  The  farour  of  yonr  Lordship's  letter,  lately  received, 
afforded  me  the  sincerest  pleasure.  I  lament  to  find, 
that  the  comptunt,  of  which  you  made  mention  some 
time  since,  stul  continues  to  be  troublesome;  and  that 
writing  is  rendered  painful  to  your  Lordship  through 
weakness  of  sight.  This  disorder  will,  I  hope,  be  removed 
by  the  return  of  spring,  and  warm  weather  with  it.  I  am 
extremely  obliged  to  your  XiOrdship  for  the  trouble  yoU 
have  been  pleased  to  take,  in  transmitting  to  Lofd  Charle- 
mont,  through  the  hands  of  Mr,  Caldwell,  a  copy  of  my 
letter,  that  respected  the  return  of  the  book.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  learn,  that  his  Lordship  is  fully  convinced  that 
no  delay  was  intended,  and  that  the  book  remains  still 
safe  in  my  hands.  Be  pleased,  my  Lord,  once  more  to 
present  my  compliments  to  Lord  Charlemont,  with  many 
thanks  for  this  singular  favour ;  assuring  him  at  the  same 

*  Thii  «ica11ent  mnndr  of  IUcb*rd  lUIt  vu  lent  from  DnbllD,  ud  ma 
not  nnllkslf  tent  by  Bp.  Fen?;  Mr.  Clialmen  hu  copied  ft  in  hfi  "  Biogr*. 
phleal  Dlclloiurr.''  The  iBtereatbig  letters  tb«t  pitied  between  Toltalre 
■nd  Bolt  v«  print«d  tn  tbe  Enropeia  Mag;,  for  Feb.  1803. 
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time  of  the  safety  of  his  book,  and  of  my  refcdinbas  to 
Ktnm  it  either  to  ibs  Honourable  Mr.  Caal£eld,  or  to 
any  other  friend  whom  his  Lordship  may  appoint  to 
reoeiTe  it. 

**  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  hla  Lordahip'a  inquiry  after 
my  little  pamphlet,  and  sfaall  request  that  he  will  do  me 
the  honoor  to  accept  of  a  few  copies,  which  will  accom- 
pany the  return  of  his  Lycophron. 

"  I  mlT  much  on  the  hope  of  seeing  yonr  Lordship  in 
town  bcAire  the  summer  is  over,  and  of  conTersing  mth 

ra  on  the  subject  of  Milton's  Notes  upon  Lycophron. 

[e  shows  himself  to  have  been  curious  and  inquisitave  at 
an  early  period.  He  read  all  the  Scholiasf  s  Notes  in  due 
<»dar,  and  without  exception.  This  I  collect  firom  his 
baring  read  a  story  there  told,  and  whioh  he  has  noticed 
aa  being,/liAeAa  UjMa. 

**  Mr.  Rirington  will  not  fotget  to  tnnsaot  the  buainasa 
raqotred.  To  prevant  mlatakea,  he  took  a  oopy  of  your 
Lordahip'a  letter  respecting  it. 

**  Wm  regard  to  litenry  news,  I  fear  it  will  not  ba  in 
my  power  to  collect  much  which  has  not  already  reached 
yon  throu^  the  Tarious  channels  of  public  or  private 
intelligence.  Dr.  Lettice  unt  me  lately  from  Peaimanh, 
where  ha  now  resides,  a  Pboi  qf  Lectura,  which  he  in- 
tended to  read  in  London,  on  the  subject  of  '  Artifinal 
Mmm/m,'  His  intention  was,  to  improve  upon  Grey's 
Menuma  Taohnlca,  and  by  extending  hia  plan  render  It 
more  generally  us^uL  He  Is  prepared  for  publishing  a 
new  and  enlai^ed  edition  of  Grey's  work.  On  his  return 
to  town,  he  probably  consulted  with  friends.  He  called, 
not  loiw  sinoe,  on  Mr.  Reed  and  on  me;  and  has,  I  am 
tohl,  wholly  dedined  Ae  project  of  reading  these  Leo* 
toree.  An  impnrred  edition  of  Orev's  Memoria  Teoh- 
nioa  would,  I  inollne  to  think,  be  well  received.  But  the 
subject  is  not  of  sufKdent  mi^itude  or  importance  to 
fall  tt^ether  a  number  of  people  to  attend  a  regular 
ooarse  of  lectures. 

"  Mr.  Todd  is  busily  em^ployed  in  preparing,  as  yonr 
Lordship  knows,  a  new  edition  of  Spenser. 

"  Mr.  Warton,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Warton,  is  preparing 
a  new  edition  of  Dryden'a  works.* 
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"  Not  long  since,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  at  ibe 
Bishop  of  Cheater*B  *  with  Dr.  Bennett,  the  Bishop  of 
Cloyne.  I  was  pleased  to  see  him  so  well,  and  to  pay 
ray  respects  to  him  after  an  interval  of  more  than  twenty 

Cm.  But  I  most  forbear  to  trespass  longer  on  your 
rdsliip's  sight,  and  request  to  know  in  your  next,  when 
we  may  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing,  and  congra- 
tulating you  on  your  return  to  town.  Be  assured,  I  look 
with  pleasure  to  that  period,  which,  I  hope,  my  Lord,  is 
not  far  distant.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Ijordship's  most 
obUged  and  obedient  serrant,  H.  Mbbn." 


"  My  Lord,  BrMd  Stnet  HUl,  Jnly  SO,  1B04. 

"Permit  me  to  return  my  siacerest  thanks  to  your 
Lordship  for  the  favour  of  two  letters ;  the  former  written 
'  with  the  pen  of  your  secretary,'  the  latter  by  yourself. 
Be  assured,  I  was  highly  gratified  by  the  opportunity  you 
afforded  me  of  reco^ising  your  own  hand-writing  in 
your  second  letter.  It  induced  me  to  suppose,  what  I 
hope  you  will  confirm,  that  your  sight  is  better.  Agree- 
ably to  your  Lordship's  wish,  as  expressed  in  your  second 
letter,  I  called  on  Mr.  Mayne.f  He  is  a  Scotehmftn,  and 
a  proprietor  of  a  daily  paper  called  the  Star.  He  lives  in 
Carey  Street,  No.  1,  Star  Printing  Office ;  where,  when  I 
had  explained  the  occasion  of  my  call,  he  received  me 
with  great  politeness.  He  apologized  for  the  liberty  he 
had  tiiken  of  sending  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  his  poem, 
and  for  his  omission  of  his  place  of  abode. 

"The  Bishop  of  Cloyne  is  still  in  town.  He  is  at  this 
time  wholly  &ee  from  toe  gout,  and  in  perfect  health.  He 
desired  me  to  present  his  particular  compliments  to  your 
Lordship  when  I  wrote.  You  will  receive  this  letter 
through  the  favour  of  his  ^ank,  which,  at  your  Lordship's 
suggestion  in  a  former  letter,  I  requested.     His  house  is 

•  Dr.  Mijandia ;  tnuuUted  to  Bingor  1B09.  Ha  died  Jnly  9,  1B30, 
See  &  memoir  of  him  io  Gent.  Mag.  1B30,  ii.  S73. 

t  Hr.  Jobn  Miyne  died  March  14,  Ig3G,  it  kd  ■dTwiced  tge.  He  mi 
br  trade  ■  printer,  and,  itbet  lerTinK  bii  time  with  Menn.  Foalli  at  Gta>. 
gow,  he  came  to  London,  which  he  nerer  afterwardi  quitted.  Tha  poem  bj 
which  he  it  moit  Iedowd,  "  The  Siller  Gun,"  vat  firtt  publiibed  in  ITTT,  bat 
wai  afterwsrdi  enlarged.  He  nlgo  publiihed  "  Glugow,''  a  poem  ;  but  he 
moit  excelled  in  ballad  effuioiit.  Hewai  kind  to  ererj  one,  and  uniTenaHr 
belored.  A  good  memoir  of  him  Ei  in  Gent.  Mag.  for  Maj  1836,  in  which 
pobUcatlan  ■uu;  of  bit  maner  piecet  mj  be  found,  from  ISO?  to  1617. 
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in  Qoebec  Street ;  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining 
with  bis  Lordship,  on  the  day  appointed  by  himself  for 
confening  on  me  and  my  Ward  the  favour  of  a  charity 
sermon.*  Thus  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne  has  followed  the 
good  example  of  the  Bishop  of  Dromore ;  and  I  mnathere 
rqieat  my  obligations  to  them  both  for  this  singular  mark 
of  condescension  and  kindness,  I  assure  you,  my  I^ord, 
mj  ne^bboors  frequently  inquire  after  the  hralth  of  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore  j  and  recollect  with  pleasure  the  ia.- 
Toar  yon  conferred  on  them,  when  you  preached  for  the 
benefit  of  their  charity  your  excellent  Sermon. 

"  Once  more  your  Lordship  must  allow  me  to  return 
yon  my  thanks  for  interesting  Lord  Charlemont  in  my 
nrour,  and  putting  me  in  possession  of  Milton's  Notes  on 
Lreophron.  I  wish  much  lor  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  your  Lordship  on  these  subjects ;  and  congratulating 
TOO,  M  I  hare  been  accustomed  to  do,  on  your  return  to 
London. 

"  I  have  lately  purchased  a  Translation  of  the  Argonan- 
ties  of  A^llonius  Rhodius,  in  three  volumes,  by  William 
Preaton,  fisq.  Dublin.  Tins  gentleman  published  a  book 
of  Poems  some  few  years  since.  His  Dissertations  pos- 
sess, I  think,  considerable  merit.  Of  the  Translation  I 
shall  say  nothing }  but  of  both  the  one  and  the  other  I 
rather  wish  to  Imrn  your  Lordship's  opinion. 

"  Mr.  Beed  is  now  on  a  visit  to  his  friend  Mr.  Bndtb- 
waite,t  at  Amwell,  a  pleasant  village  in  Herts,  once  the  re- 
sidence of  Scott,t  the  Quaker ;  whose  critical  Essays,  pub- 

•  BUbop  fiennBtt  died  Jnl;  16, 1830.  He  wu  puticnbrir  kind  la  tdvo- 
caliBg  from  the  pnlpit  the  dtima  of  the  London  chAntie*  on  Mvenl  ooo«- 
■ioBi.  Bee  a  meniiiiT  in  Gent,  Hig.  1830,  ii.  184,  tnd  >  wtrin  eniogj  on 
Bp.  Bennett  inHr.  QHdiaer'*  "  Mariend  PrieniU,"  copied  in  Qent.  Hig. 
lfo9,i.933. 

■f  DuielBnithmlte,  Mq.F.ILS.  (odF.S.A.  died  in  Hu-pnr  Street,  Dec. 
IS,  IBITi  ^ad  8fi.  He  had  retired  from  hil  office  of  Comptroller  of  the 
FOMon  FiM  OfliM  taranl  yean  before  fail  death,  on  a  Ubenl  pension,  in 
mari  tor  titt  labMioua  dnliea  be  bad  m  long  and  so  well  perfocmed.  Hia 
iMlirti*  gai  integritf  in  ofice  were  onlr  excelled  by  the  plicid  ■meuitiei  of 
Us  print*  Uft.  He  wai  a  member  of  the  Uninonawble  Clab ;  wu  Terr 
intlMCe  wilfa  Mr.  Dm^,  who  bit  him  a  les*^  of  lOOO/.  ;  with  Mr.  Beed, 
and  oQur  c^  bia  leanted  eontemporariei.  He  enjoyed  hi>  mental  fluoltiei 
to  <fae  lait,  and,  tbonjb  nearlj  Uind,  indulged  in  his  faToorite  eiereiae  of 


walkiiv  till  tba  end  of  bia  mortal  »ii«lence.     In  1807   Mr.  Nichola 

tor  Mr.  Biaitbwalte  2S  conei  of  a  little  Poem,  "  An  Epiitle  to  D.'B.  bj 

T.  F."     On.  i  Wbo  waa  T.  P.  ?    Vat  it  lliomai  Parli  ? 

t  Of  tUiamiiddaanddererQiulMrFoetiee  Literary lUnatntioiH,  Tol.  V. 
p.  7«. 

VOL.  Til.  F 
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lished  by  Hoole,  vour  Lordship  will  recollect.    But  I  miut 
not  trespass  any  longer  on  yoar  time  and  sight. 

"  Be  assured,  my  Lord,  I  shall  be  always  nappy  to  hear 
from  your  Lordship ;  and  to  transact  any  business  foryoa 
here,  whenever  you  may  see  occasion.  It  will  afford  me 
real  pleasure,  to  leam  your  I^ordship's  sight  ia  better,  and 
whatever  else  you  may  please  to  communicate  to,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant^ 

"  H.  M««M." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Braid  stntt  hui,  ju.  to,  IM7. 

"  My  long  silence  has,  I  assure  your  Lordship,  j»d- 
ceeded  from  no  other  cause  than  my  apprehennon  leat 
my  letters  should  occasion  you  unnecessary  trouble ;  for 
I  could  not  but  observe  with  concern,  that  when  Tonr 
Lordship  last  favoured  me  with  a  letter,  it  was  not  written 
with  your  own  hand.  This  single  circumstance  induced 
me  to  fear  that  the  weakness  of  your  sights  of  which  yon 
had  often  complained,  was  not  lessened,  but  increased.  I 
shall  be  sincerely  glad  to  receive  from  your  Lordship  a 
more  fovourable  account.  In  the  mean  time,  I  once 
more  venture  to  trespass  upon  your  Lordship's  patience 
and  time,  by  ^ving  you  the  earliest  information  of  tiie 
loss  we  have  sustained,  by  the  death  of  our  excellent  and 
justly-valued  friend,  Mr.  Isaac  Reed.*  His  paralytic  affec- 
tions have  for  some  years  been  gradually  increasing.  To 
persona  thus  afflicted  all  exertion  is  painful.  It  has  long 
been  an  effort  of  no  common  sort  to  move  from  his  room, 
in  which  he  constantly  sat,  surrounded  by  his  books,  and 
occasionally  relieved  oy  the  calls  of  his  mends.  Impor- 
tuned by  tnem,  he  sometimes,  though  but  seldom,  con- 
sented to  dine  out.  He  dined  with  Mr.  Braithvrute  on 
New-year's  day.  His  appetite  continued  to  the  last,  as 
did  that  of  his  friend  Mr.  Stcevens ;  for  their  compltunts 
were  similar.  On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  4th,  I  odled,  as 
usual,  to  drink  tea  with  nim ;  when,  to  my  surprise  and 
sorrow,  I  found  him  confined  to  his  bed.  On  tne  morn- 
ing of  the  following  day  it  was  the  misfortune  of  his  sur- 

•  Mr.  Reed  died  JkD.  5,  1B0T.  Whilit  confined  to  Mi  bed  b;  ■  frstand 
ttiigli,  Mr.  Nichols  dictated  n  Memoir  of  hii  fricad,  which  «■■  priated  (n  the 
Gent,  M^  for  Jan.  IS07|  p.  9Q\  ud  reprieted,  with  idditioai,  ia  literarr 
Anerdolei,  II.  G(i4. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBACT  CORRSSPONDBKCE.  67 

minding  frieods  to  see  him  dying  and  dead.  The  talents 
■nd  TirtQM  of  this  excdlent  man  are  too  well  known  to 
yonr  Lordship  to  need  any  recital  from  me.  His  books 
will  be  sold  by  auction,  according  to  the  directions  given 
in  his  will ;  which  was  drawn  up  by  himself  with  perspi- 
cnity  and  precision,  and  bore  the  evident  marks  of  a 
benevolent  mind. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  commnnicate  to  your  Lordship  a  piece 
of  literary  intelligence,  which  I  am  confident  has  not  yet 
readied  you,  for  it  is  scarcely  known  here;  it  being  a 
work  that  is  printed  only  for  the  perusal  of  a  few  friends. 
The  work  to  which  I  referj  is  a  translation  of  Lycophron 
into  blank  verse,  by  Lord  Royston,*  the  eldest  son  of^Lord 
Hardwicke.  The  poem  is  illustrated  by  mythological 
notes  and  a  pre&ce;  and  it  is  printed  in  4to.  Mr,  Reed 
was  of  opinion,  that  I  ought  not,  on  account  of  this 
Tcraion,  to  desist  from  pursuing  my  intended  plan,  which 
will  comprise  many  critical  notes,  the  Greek  test,  and, 
through  Uie  favour  of  your  Lordship's  friendly  exertions, 
the  curious  MS.  notes  of  Milton. 

"  Mr.  Thirlweli,t  who,  I  understand,  is  not  unknown  to 
yoor  Lordship,  and  was  for  some  time  curate  to  Dr. 
PercT,  is  about  publishing  some  select  parts  of  Bp.  Jere- 
myTaylor's  excellent  works,  particularly  his  'Holy  Living 
and  Dying.'  He  intends  to  prefix  a  life  of  the  author ; 
bat  finds  it  difficult  to  collect  materials.  It  occurred  to 
him,  that,  as  he  was  for  some  years  Bishop  of  Dromore,  it 
was  likely  tiiat  some  of  bis  more  valuable  papers  may 
have  been  preserved  in  some  muniment>-room  or  reposi- 
tory in  your  cathedral.  Indeed  it  appeared  to  me  very 
Erobable  that  your  Lordship's  research  may  have  been 
ing  since  turned  to  discoveries  from  thia  quarter;  and 
that  you  may  have  in  your  possession  some  curious 
docmnenta  respecting  this  distinguislied  man.^  Be  pleased 
to  excnse  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  in  turning  your  atten- 
tion towards  him  and  his  works :  any  information  ^m 
your     Lordship,    with     regard     to     either,    would    be 

•  Smp.36. 

t  TIm  Her.  Tbomu  Thiilwill,  M.A.  cnnte  and  lecturer  of  Stepnej,  md 
rector  of  BoircnGiffQrd,Eun.  He  dkd  March  17,  1B2T.  He  wu  fitber 
of  Dr.  Connop  TbirlwiJI,  lip.  of  SI.  D»Tid'i.  The  "  PrimitiBe"  of  the 
latter,  pnbluhed  when  be  wu  oalj  11  jetT%  of  age,  were  dedicated  to  Bp. 
PCrc;.     See  s  memoir  of  Mr.  ThirlwBll,  in  Gent.  Hag.  182T,  1.  5b'H. 

;  On  thia  lubiect  *c«  remuks  bj  the  Rer.  E.  Jonet,  in  "  Litenrr  Anec- 
dote*," Vlll.  M8. 

F  2 
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esteemed  a  sinsular  favonr,  aud  would  be  acknowledged 
with  gratitude  by  Mr.  Thirlwall,  who  desired  me  to  pre- 
sent his  respectful  compliments  to  yonr  Lordship. 
Dr.  Jeremy  'raylor  is  generally  spoken  of  as  Bishop  of 
Down  and  Connor.  But  in  his  ^neral-sennoii  by  Rust, 
are  these  words :  '  the  great  Doctor  Jeremy  Taylor  was 
resolved  upon  for  the  Bishoprick  of  Down  and  Connor; 
and  not  long  after,  Dromore  wot  added  to  it.'  But  I  am 
trespassing,  I  fear,  on  your  time,  my  Lord ;  and  troubling 
you  not  only  with  the  length  of  my  letter,  hut  with  the 
request  it  contains  respecting  J.  Taylor's  works. 

"  I  sincerely  condole  with  your  Lordship  for  the  loss 
you  have  sustained ;  *  as  does  Mr,  Nichols,  who  desired 
me  to  present  his  respects,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  two  letters  from  your  Lordship,  which  he  would  have 
answered  immediately,  had  he  not  been  confined  to  his 
bed  by  a  fall,  as  he  was  walking  in  his  printing-office. 
By  this  accidental  fall  he  has  fractured  fhe  bone  of  one  of 
his  thighs.  He  is  assured  by  bis  medical  friends,  that  he 
is  in  the  way  of  recovery  and  doing  well ;  but  that  he  must 
submit  with  patience  to  a  long  confinement.  This  to  a 
man  of  his  activity  is  distressing.f 

"  Be  assured,  my  Lord,  it  wiU  afford  me  the  most  mn- 
cere  pleasure  to  hear  of  the  continuance  of  your  good 
health,  and  of  whatever  else  you  may  please  to  communi- 
cate through  the  favour  of  a  line  from  yourself  or  friend. 
I  shall  be  happy  to  transact  any  business  for  your  Ixird- 
ship  here,  in  whatever  way  you  may  choose  to  point  out; 
being,  with  much  sincerity,  your  Lordship's  tnily  obliged 
and  obedient  servant,  H.  Mesn." 


*  Tfae  dsath  of  Mr*.  Pere;,  the  wife  of  tlie  Biihop,  whtdi  occnned  D«c. 
30,  1806.  Sea  Gent.  Mig.  IBOT,  p.  91 ;  ■  Poetical  EpiUph  on  Hn. 
Percf,  bf  Hofii,  ia  the  ume  Maguine,  p.  60  ;  aDd  Lines  to  the  Memotj  of 
Mn.  PeroT,  b;  the  Rev.  H.  B^d,  in  the  tame  vol.  p.  IBS.  Senolj 
Poepi)  bj  Uafii  appeared  ia  the  Gcntlemaa't  HagaiiDe  from  1801  to  1817. 
See  General  iDdei  to  the  Poetry,  tol.  111.  p.  508, 

t  Mr.  Nicboti  irsctniwl  bU  thlgb  bj  a  foil  Jan.  8,   1807  (aoe  Gent, 
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ROBERT  ANDERSON,  M.D, 

RoBBBT  Anderson,  M.D.  well  known  to  the 
public  as  the  editor  and  biographer  of  the  Briti^ 
Poets,  was  bom  at  Camwath,  an  extensive  parish 
in  lAnarksbire,  and  was  educated  at  a  celebrated 
school  in  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Lanark.  His  aca- 
demical studies  were  prosecuted  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  and,  ahex  an  extended  course  of 
literature  and  sdence,  he  there  took  his  Doctor's 
degree.  For  several  years  he  practised  as  a  phy- 
sician at  Ahiwick,  in  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land, where  he  married  Miss  Grey,  a  lady  related 
to  the  noble  family  of  that  name ;  and  being  thus 
emancipated  from  the  necessity  of  professional 
exertion,  he  finally  returned  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  for  upwards  of  forty  years, 
in  a  nmditioD  of  life  removed  from  affluence,  but 
perfectly  consistent  with  genuine  independence  and 
comfort. 

The  works  of  Dr.  Anderson  are  various  and  va- 
luable, and  have  been  fovourably  received  by  the 
public ;  they  are  principally  critical  and  biogra- 
phical. His  edition  and  lives  of  the  British  Poets 
in  14  lai^  volumes,  was  published  in  1795,  and 
was  soon  followed  by  an  edition  of  Dr.  Moore's 
Works  :  both  were  more  creditable  to  the 
editor  than  to  the  publishers,  who  injured  the 
sale  of  them  by  an  ill-judged  parsimony  in 
brii^Dg  them  out.  He  next  published  the  Mis- 
celltueous  Works  of  Dr.  Smollett ;  this  passed 
through  six  editions;  the  eighth  made  up  a  separate 
edition  under  the  title  of  "The  life  of  Tobias 
Smollett,  M.D.  with  Critical  Observations  on  his 
Works,"  Edin.  1800;  this  work  is  held  in  great 
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and  just  estimation ;  but  that  which  is  most  ad- 
mired is  his  "Life  of  Samuel  Johnson,  LL.D., 
with  Critical  Observations  on  his  Works,"  third 
edition,  Edinburgh,  1815,  8vo.  He  also  made 
numerous  contributions  to  various  pubUcations, 
but  more  through  his  fondness  for  literature  than 
any  love  of  money.  His  correfpondence  with 
literary  men  was  extensive,  by  whom  he  was  held 
in  the  greatest  esteem,  not  more  for  his  talents 
than  the  frankness  of  his  temper  and  the  warmth 
of  his  heart.  He  was  very  attentive  to  the  interest 
of  men  of  letters,  and  peculiarly  so  to  that  of 
young  persons  in  whom  be  perceived  any  indica- 
tions of  genius.  He  was  in  his  politics  a  sound 
whig,  and  from  his  earliest  youth  showed  the 
highest  respect  for  the  civil  and  religious  liberties 
of  mankind ;  this  his  passion  appeared  even  stnmg 
in  death,  for  on  the  very  evening  before  he  ^ed, 
he  called  for  a  map  of  Greece,  that  he  might  ob- 
serve the  elements  of  this  new  state,  in  whose 
future  fortune  he  had  felt  himself  so  deeply  inte- 
rested. 

Though  Dr.  Anderson  lived  to  so  good  an  old 
age,  his  mental  and  corporeal  faculties  betrayed 
few  symptoms  of  it ;  he  had  been  uniformly  tem- 
perate and  regular,  and  he  possessed  an  habitual 
cheerfulness.  He  was,  in  many  cases,  kind  even 
to  enthusiasm. 

Dr.  Anderson  died  in  Windmill-street,  Edin- 
burgh, March  20,  1830,  in  his  79th  year,  as  much 
regretted  in  his  death  as  he  was  esteemed  in  his 
life.  Although  he  had  outlived  many  of  bis  oldest 
fricaids,  he  still  enjoyed  the  society  of  a  respect- 
able circle,  who  knew  how  to  appreciate  his  cha- 
racter, and  will  retain  a  pleasing  sense  of  his 
worth,  and  a  lasting  affectionate  respect  fw  his 
memory.* 

"  0«Bt.  Ab(.  April  IS30,  p.  STB. 
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Bp.  pBBOT  to  Dr,  RoBBBT  Andebson. 

"  Sib,  DuWiB,  Jtiljr  21,  U9B. 

"  Your  edition  of  the  Poets  of  Great  Britain  does 
so  much  hoQour  to  their  biographer  and  critic,  that  every 
bieod  to  literature  should  assist  his  candid  and  ingenious 
Ubours;  this  I  hope  will  serve  aa  my  apology  for  address- 
ing a  letter  to  you,  without  a  more  regular  introduction. 

"  The  part  of  your  work  in  which  I  have  found  myself 
more  puticokrly  mtereated,  is  the  article  of  my  beloved 
£riend  Dr.  Grunger.  Tou  have  done  justice  to  bis  merits 
as  a  man  and  as  a  writer,  but  hare  been  very  imperfectly 
possened  of  bis  writing.  Here  I  can  possibly  be  of 
KTvioe  to  you,  as  I  can  not  only  point  out  to  your  notice 
many  anonymous  poems,  which  he  allowed  to  be  printed 
in  periodi(»l  miscellanies,  but  several  that  were  never 
pabliahed,  which  he  betiueathed  to  me,  with  all  his  MSS. 

"  His  only  surviving  daughter  succeeded  to  a  very 
handsome  fortune  from  her  mother's  family ;  otherwise  a 
comidete  collecrtion  of  Dr,  Grainger's  Poems  might  have 
beea  published,  to  great  advantage,  by  subscription,  for 
hex  benefit.  I  have  often  wished  Uiey  could  have  been 
fftYtax  to  tlie  world  in  a  perfect  form ;  out  the  booksellers 
will  not  undertake  an  edition  without  greater  expectation 
of  profit  than  could  be  excited  by  an  elegant  but  retired 
poet.  I  ahoold  be  very  glad  to  deliver  over  to  you  alt 
these  treasures,  to  make  what  use  of  tbem  you  pleased, 
dtiiei  to  publish  them  aeparately,  or  in  a  future  edition 
of  your  genentl  oollection. 

"  If  tais  o&r  should  prove  acceptable,  you  will  be 
{desaed  to  address  a  line  to  the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  in 
Dublin,  where  I  am  at  present,  and  when  I  go  to  my  see 
(which  the  cesaation  of  our  disturbanoes  ^ve  me  hopes  I 
ahall  do  soon),  I  will  look  over  my  pwers  and  give  you 
more  perfect  information  on  the  subject.  In  the  mean 
tisM  I  remain.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  soran^ 

"TtDBOUOBB." 
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Dr.  RoBBBT  Andebson  to  Bishop  Fbbot. 

"  Mt  Lobd,  Heiiot'i  Oraen,  Edinbuxli,  Not.  SO,  1798. 

"  The  Tery  polite  and  flattering  letter  which  your  Lord- 
ship was  pleased  to  write  to  me  mtm  Dublin,  in  July  last, 
concerning  my  edition  of  the  British  Poets,  happened  to 
be  sent  to  my  house  during  my  absence  from  town,  and 
reached  me  only  about  the  middle  of  SepteDober.  It  is 
but  an  ill  return  I  make  to  your  Lordship  for  the  atten- 
tion and  approbation  with  which  you  have  honoured  my 
willingness,  rather  than  my  abili^,  to  do  justice,  among 
others,  to  the  memory  of  your  friend  Dr.  Grainger,  to 
have  delayed  my  aocnowledgment  so  long.  I  doubt 
whether  I  shall  easily  obtain  your  Lordship's  pardon  for 
my  tardiness ;  but  if  you  ima^ne  that  it  naa  proceeded 
£rom  either  neglect  or  indifference,  you  neither  do  justice 
to  yourself  nor  to  me.  I  am  incapable  of  delibenUely 
showing  any  disrespect  to  the  learned  and  ingenious  editor 
of  the  **  Reliques  of  Ancient  English  Poetry,"  the  most 
competent  judge  in  our  nation  of  the  value  of  my 
eodeaTours  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  many  too  nmm 
neglected  English  poets ;  and  can  never  be  insensible  of 
the  pohteness  and  liberidity  of  the  venerable  Bishop  of 
Dromore,  the  Mend  of  Shenstone,  Johnson,  Goldsmith, 
and  Grainger,  in  condescending  to  offer  me  his  asnatance 
in  reprinting  with  additions,  the  poems  of  the  elegant 
author  of '  Tlie  Sugar-Cane.* 

"  The  correspondence  of  many  respectable  persons  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  whom  I  am  peraonally 
unknown,   I   reckon  no  inconsiderable  addition   to  the 

Eleasure  I  have  had  in  contributing  to  extend,  however 
ttle,  the  honour  of  our  national  poetry  and  the  bounduies 
of  literary  biography.  But  from  those  who  have  made 
the  poetry  of  our  country  an  object  of  deliberate  investi- 
gation, I  had  not  the  vanity  to  expect  either  attention  or 
approbation;  and  least  of  all  from  Dr.  Percy,  the  most 
respectable  poetical  antiquary  now  living,  who,  co- 
operating witn  his  learned  contemporaries  Warton  and 
Tyrwhitt,  has  not  only  strengthened  and  recommended 
the  taste  for  poeticEd  antiquities,  by  the  revival  and  ilhu- 
tration  of  our  ancient  popular  poetry,  but  reflected  a 
lustre  on  the  poetry  of  elder  time  by  the  exquisite  delicacy 
and  beantifal  simplicity  of  his  own  compositioni. 
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"  I  had  certainly,  my  Lord,  every  reason  imaginable  to 
be  gratified  by  the  favonrable  opinion  of  a  man  of  your 
chuitcter,  whoae  literary  merits  have  long  stood  him  in 
Hie  public  esteem ;  and  if  I  had  followed  my  inclination  I 
ahoold  certainly  have  answered  your  letter,  as  far  as  it 
depended  upon  me,  inunediately,  by  signifying,  as  I  do 
now,  my  titankfol  acceptance  of  your  polite  offer  of 
Grainger's  MS.  poems  in  your  possession,  and  my  readi- 
ness to  co-operate  with  your  Lordship  in  preparing  a 
complete  collection  of  bis  poetical  works  for  a  separate 
edition.  Bat,  in  order  to  return  your  Lordship  a  satisfac- 
tory  answer,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  prevail  upon  some 
bookseller  to  undertake  the  publication.  This  I  found  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty.  From  the  times  being  so  un- 
fsToorahle  to  literary  productions,  and  Grainger  being,  as 
yonr  Ziordship  has  observed,  though  an  elegant,  rather  a 
retired  writer,  I  could  not  prevail  upon  the  booksellers 
here  to  engage  in  the  undertaking,  though  I  offered  to 
famish  the  materials,  and  to  give  my  assistance,  gra- 
toitoiulT*  Having  some  time  ago  recommended  to  Mr. 
Mandell,  printer  to  the  Univemty  of  Glasgow,  the  wto- 

er  of  the  British  Poets,  a  separate  edition  of  *  The 
-Cane,'  I  again  apphed  to  him,  stating  the  plan  yon 
soggested  in  the  most  encouraging  manner;  but  being 
then,  as  he  has  been  during  the  last  two  montiis,  in  Lon- 
don, he  delayed  ^ving  me  a  final  answer  till  his  return  to 
Scotland.  The  weight  of  Dr.  Percy's  name  has  at  length 
determined  him ;  and  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform 
your  Lordship  that  he  expresses  his  wiUingness  to  engage 
m  the  publication,  upon  the  conditions  that  it  shall  not 
exceed  two  moderate  duodedmo  volumes,  and  that  either 
TOOT  Lordship  or  I  shall  be  responsible  for  the  edition. 
I  imaeine  there  is  no  hazard  in  my  agreeing  to  the  first 
oondition.  With  respect  to  the  other,  uough  I  am 
sensible  that  there  is  no  person  living  better  qualified  to 
perform  the  office  of  Grainger's  biographer  and  editor 
than  yonr  Lordship,  and  that  no  employment  could  be 
more  grateful  or  honourable  to  your  feelings,  at  the 
diatanoe  of  so  many  years,  yet  there  may  exist  circum- 
stances of  delicacy  connectea  with  your  episcopal  charac- 
ter, vhidi  may  induce  your  Lordship  to  decnne  itj  in 
which  case,  though  conscious  of  my  inability  for  the  task, 
I  am  willing,  as  my  necessary  avot^tions  and  a  very  deli- 
cste  state  of  healtm  may  pennit,  to  give  a  portion  of  my 
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not  scruple  to  acknowledge  every  proper  regard  for  the 
memory  and  writings  of  my  friend,  and  will  ff.v6  every 
assistance  to  the  edition  for  which,  when  Mr.  MondeU 
desired  one  of  us  to  be  responsible,  I  suppose  he  meant 
that  one  of  us  should  appear  at  edUor;  if  so,  your  kindly 
stepping  forward  lays  me  under  a  particular  obUgation. 

''In  the  European  Magazine  for  September  1798,  page 
192,  the  editor  is  promised  the  following  poems  of  X)r. 
Grainger,  from  copies  in  his  own  hand-writing,  viz. 

1.  Solitude;  an  Ode. 

2.  Cheerfulness ;  an  Ode  [which  is  printed] . 

3.  Fancy ;  an  irregular  Ode.* 

4.  An  Address  to  the  Evening  Star. 

5.  The  Imperfect  Retreat. 

6.  Love ;  an  Ode. 

7.  To  the  Nymph  of  P***  Waters." 


Dr.  Andbbson  to  Bp.  Pesct. 

'*  Mt  Lord,  Heriot'i  Qnea,  Jane  30,  1799. 

"  I  seize  with  pleasure  the  opportunity  of  a  gentleman 
of  this  place  scttmg  out  for  DuDlin,  to  return  your  Lord- 
ship my  acknowledgments  for  the  favour  of  your  tndy 
acceptable  and  interesting  letter,  dated  Feb.  21,  &om 
Dromore. 

*'  Amidst  much  ill  health,  and  the  cares  that  daily  press 
upon  me,  these  acknowlegments  would  have  been  sooner 
made,  had  I  not  waited,  £r  some  time,  in  expectation  of 
rec^ving,  by  some  private  conveyance,  the  copies  of 
Grainger's  \ISS.  and  printed  poems,  which  your  Lordship 
deemed  worthy  of  publication,  with  your  coirections,  &c. 

"  I  waited  also  for  the  recovery  of  Mr.  Paton  from  a 
tedious  indisposition,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  give  your 
Lordship  some  account  of  the  Grangeriana  in  his  posses- 
sion. That  worthy  and  communicative  gentieman  re- 
ceived your  Lordship's  remembrance  with  great  satisfoc- 
tion ;  and  such  at  the  time  was  his  hncied  activity,  that 
he  promised  to  send  me,  in  a  few  days,  every  tetter,  &c. 
belonging  to  Grainger,  with  remarks  on  my  account  of  his 
Life ;  but  since  that  time  (the  beginning  of  March)  the 
infirmities  of  age  have  increased  so  fast  upon  him,  that  he 
has  never  been  able  to  exert  himself  suffiraentiv  for  tiiat 
purpose.     His  very  valuable  and  extensive  collection  is, 

*  Printed  in  EuropMn  Meg- 1799,  p.  MS, 
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indeed,  bo  iU  arranged,  that  it  is  at  all  times  difficult  for 
him  to  produce  what  is  in  his  possession.  He  is  very 
feeble,  bat,  as  the  wann  season  advances,  I  hope  he  will 
gain  a  little  strength,  and  favour  me  with  his  recollec- 
tions ;  yet,  at  the  dge  of  eighty,  the  most  vigorous  consti- 
tation  cannot  afford  much  hope.* 

"  I  now  regret  that  I  did  wait  upon  any  account  what- 
ever, since  to  your  LiOrdship  I  may  seem  to  render  an 
unworthy  return  for  the  amicable  obligations  you  have 
conferred  upon  me. 

"  I  am  trniy  indebted  to  your  Lordship  for  a  friendly 
call  I  received  some  time  ago  from  Dr.  Trail,  of  Lisbume; 
irtio,  while  be  gave  me  the  assurance  I  wanted  of  your 
continuing  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  health  and  domestic 
tranquillity,  strengthened  at  the  same  time  by  his  in- 
quiries (a  conviction  I  before  entertained],  that  I  had 
delayed  these  acknowledgements  too  long. 

"  I  have,  indeed,  my  Lord,  been  silent ;  but  never  for 
a  moment  insensible  of  yourpolite  attention,  nor  un- mindful 
of  the  task  I  imposed  upon  myself  of  editing,  with  your 
assistance,  the  Works  of  Grainger  at  the  Glasgow  press. 

"  Upon  mature  reflection,  I  am  still  of  opinion  it  would 
be  creditable  to  your  Lordship,  and  highly  advantageous 
to  the  edition,  that  it  comes  out  under  your  name,  and 
with  such  an  account  of  the  author  and  his  writings  as 
yoB  are  best  able  to  give ;  in  which  case,  I  profess  my 
readiness  to  obey  your  instructions,  to  the  utmost  estent 
of  my  ability,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  printing  it,  and 
saperintending  it  through  the  press.  Mr.  Mundell  will 
riaV  the  expence  of  an  edition  in  two  volumes  small  Bvo, 
but  will  promise  nothing  to  the  editor,  but  as  many  copies 
as  be  may  choose  to  present  to  his  Mends,  For  the  sake 
of  Grainger,  for  the  sake  of  literature,  1  wish  your  Lord- 
ship to  be  the  editor ;  but  if  higher  considerations,  such 
as  I  formerly  suggested,  oppose  my  wishes,  I  urge  them 
no  further,  but  think  myself  honoured  in  being  your  co- 
adjutor in  doing  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  worthy  and 
ingenious  man.  At  present  my  hands  are  pretty  full :  the 
revinon  of  the  Lives  must  be  forwarded.  I  proceed  pro- 
gresnonally  through  the  old  poets,  but  slowly,  waiting  for 
Malone's  transcripts  from  Aubrey's  MSS.  Any  additional 
notices  respecting  them,  or  the  modem  poets,  especially 
your  contemporaries,  Shenstone,  Jago,  Goldsmith,  War- 
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ton,  &C.  &c.  will  be  thankfully  raceived.  I  will  qmt 
them,  however,  awhile,  for  Grainger,  whenCTor  yon  are 
pleased  to  furnish  me  with  materials  to  work  upon.  If 
you  have  made  a  selection  of  the  proper  pieces  for  publi- 
cation, a  safe  conveyance  now  offers  by  the  return  of  the 
rntleman  who  leaves  this,  in  passing  through  Dromoie. 
inclose  his  address,  for  any  parcel  sent  to  Belfast  by 
the  coach  in  eight  days,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Robtnt 
Thomson,  care  of  J.  S.  Ferguson,  Esq.  Belfast. 

"  Two  very  dear  and  ingenious  friends  of  mine,  ad- 
mirers of  Dr.  Percy's  writings,  have  availed  themselves 
of  tioM  conveyance  to  desire  your  Lordship's  acceptance 
of  some  of  their  pubhcations, '  The  Pictures  of  Poetry'  * 
and  'The  Pleasures  of  Hopej't  the  last  is  universally 
admired  here,  and  has  had  an  un|»eoedented  sale.  The 
intended  edition  of  Grainger  is  known  in  Itondon,  and 
has,  I  observe,  been  noticed  with  approbation  in  several 
periodical  publications.  Having  to  write  by  this  convey- 
ance, upon  a  very  short  notice,  to  Mr.  Ck>oper  Walker 
and  Mr.  Whyte,  in  return  for  books  and  useful  inibrma- 
tion,  will,  I  trust,  apolo^ze  for  this  hasty  and  imperfect 
acknowledgment,  from  my  Lord,  your  Xiordship's  grate- 
ful aerrant,  "  Bo.  Andbbbon." 


Bp.  Pbbcy  to  Dr.  Andbrson. 

"  Dear  Sib,  Dromore  Home,  Jnly  Irt,  1799. 

"I  received  your  very  obliging  letter  of  June  20th, 
accompanied  with  two  elegant  presents  of  poems  &om 

Jour  ingenious  friends,  to  whom  I  beg  you  wiU  return  my 
est  a(£nowledgments.  I  should  gladly  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you  by  Mr.  Thom- 
son the  MSS.  of  my  dear  Mend  Dr.  Grainger,  but  I  have 
found,  by  collating  the  copy  of  his  Poem  on  Cheerftdneaa, 
in  the  European  Msgazine  for  August  179B,  with  a  printed 
and  B  manuscript  copy  in  my  possession,  that  it  would  be 
very  desirable  first  to  coUate  his  other  poems  with  the 
copies  promised  in  the  European  Magazines  for  Septem- 
ber et  seqq.,  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure 
in  this  remote  region,  but  I  am  expecting  them ;  and,  as 
soon  as  I  can  settle  a  good  text  from  these  variona 
copies,  I  will  easily  get  the  whole  conveyed  to  you,   and 

•  Bjr  Aleundcr  Tbonuon.     See  Monthlr  Rsvleo,  vol.  XXXIII.  149. 
t  B;  TkomH  Cunnbell.  '.He  di«d  June  IS,  1944.    Bn  Gent.  Hu.  1844, 
ii.>l3. 
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titea  we  can  settle  the  terms  and  adjtist  the  mode  of 
printing  tJie  proposed  edition  of  Dr.  Grainger's  Poems,  &c. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  I  must  request  your  acceptance 
of  mj  last  edition  of  the  '  Reliqaes  of  Ancient  English 
Poetry,'  from  the  editor,  my  nephew. 

"  In  your  life  of  Shenstone  you  refer  to  a  passage  in 
ill.  Graves's  '  Recollections,'  concerning  the  share  he 
(Mr.  Shenstone)  is  supposed  to  bare  had  in  the  *  Reliqaes,' 
&C.  On  this  BubjcM^  be  pleased  to  look  into  a  Note  in 
my  XVefaoe,  toL  1,  pi^  xvii.  (t) ;  and,  if  you  have  his 
letter  to  Mr.  GiaTes  there  mentioned,  yon  will  see  how 
tltat  matter  was.  But  I  have  bad  a  letter  of  retractation 
in  form  from  Mr.  GraveB  himself,  which  I  hope  to  show 
yon. 

"  As  I  could  not  now  send  you  Qrainger's  Poems  pre- 
pared for  the  press,  I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  send- 
ing you  these  slight  Tolumes  j  and  if  I  had  been  possessed 
of  ^ro  copies  more,  I  would  hare  transmitted  two  other 
sets  for  the  two  gentlemen  who  so  obligingly  fevoured  me 
with  the  productions  of  their  muse ;  but  if  you  will  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  how  my  Uondon  bookseller  can 
transmit  the  books  to  them,  they  shall  be  forwarded  to 
Edinbni^h  without  delay ;  as  also  another  copy  for  Mr. 
I^ton,  if  he  has  never  received  one  of  this  edition. 

"  In  the  mean  time  bdiere  me  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant  Tho.  Dbohore." 


Dr.  Andekson  to  the  Bishop  of  Dbouoae. 

**  My  Lord,  Heriot'i  Green,  July  Slit,  17B9. 

**  TTiis  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  Lordship  by  your 
friend  Dr.  Traill,  who  seta  out  from  this  place,  on  his 
fetam  to  Ireland,  to-morrow,  and  expects  to  be  at  Dro- 
more  in  the  course  of  eight  days.  The  Doctor  was  so 
obliging  as  to  take  the  trouble  to  call  at  my  house  this 
morning,  to  inquire,  by  your  Lordship's  desire,  if  I  had 
received  a  parcel  you  sent  by  Mr.  Thomson ;  and,  with 
a  politeness  that  seems  natural  to  him,  to  offer  to  take 
eharge  of  anything  I  had  to  send  to  Dromore. 

"  I  tfaanknilly  and  willingJy  avail  myself  of  the  Doctor's 
oflFer,  to  write  a  few  hasty  lines  to  your  Lordship;  for 
though  I  have  not  yet  received  the  present  you  intended 
for  mc,  owing  to  Mr.  Thomson's  not  returning,  as  he 
intended,  by  Belfast,  I  feel  myself  obliged  by  the  honour 
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you  h&Te  done  me,  by  presenfiTig  me  with  a  copy  of  your 
'  Reliqucs/  and  seize  this  opportunity  to  return  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  such  an  obhging  mark  of  your  attendon 
and  regard.  I  am  impatient  for  the  amval  of  the  parcel, 
and  I  have  hopes  tiiat  your  Lordship's  much-valued 
present  may  be  accompanied  with  some  papers  or  osefiil 
information  relative  to  Grainger;  but  I  am  under  no 
apprehension  for  its  safety.  Mr.  Thomson  assures  me 
that,  upon  his  leaving  Dublin,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  FeiguROn 
at  Belfost,  to  be  careful  to  send  any  parcel  that  might  be 
addressed  to  him,  by  a  safe  shipmaster,  to  Greenock. 
As  he  haa  not  yet  received  any  of  the  goods  which  he 
commissioned  at  BelAist,  he  supposes  that  no  ship  has 
come  from  that  place  to  Greenock  since  he  was  there, 

"  I  was  favoured  by  Mr.  Thomson  with  a  letter  from 
your  Mend  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  containing  some  usefnl 
information  for  my  republication  of  the  Lives  of  the 
Poets ;  particularly  some  information  relating  to  Gold- 
smith's '  Auburn.'  I  am  at  present  engaeed  among  the 
old  poets.  '  To  your  stock  of  biographic^  notices,'  says 
Mr.  Walker,  '  respecting  them,  I  can,  I  fear,  add  but 
little;  but  from  my  friend  Bp.  Percy  you  may  derive 
much.  I  hope  his  Lordship  will  indulge  us  with  a  Life 
of  Surrey.'  Need  I  add  my  wishes  to  those  of  your 
ingenious  and  learned  friend?  I  wish  also  to  be  indulged 
with  those  notices,  which  you  are  best  enabled  to  give,  of 
Shenstone,  and  your  other  poetical  contemporaries,  Mr. 
T.  Park,  of  London,  has  favoured  me  with  a  curious  MS. 
poem,  Eloisa  to  Abelard,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Malone,  bears  indubitable  marks  of  being  an  anterior  pro- 
duction to  that  of  Pope.  It  is  supposed  to  be  of  tJie  era 
of  Q.  Anne,  and  probably  belonged  to  Gay.  The  parol* 
lelisms  are  numerous  and  striking.  Who  could  have  the 
idle  vanity  to  compose  a  poem  ^er  Pope,  on  a  similar 
subject?  This  poetic  curiosity  I  reserve  for  critical  dis- 
quisition in  my  repubUcation  of  Pope's  Life. 

"  Another  poem  of  Grainger's  *  has  appeared  in  the 
Curopean  Magazine. 

"  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Paton 
is  upon  the  recovery.  I  dined  with  him  last  week ;  his 
conversation  was  cheerful  and  instructive,  but  he  has  as 
yet  found  no  poems  or  letters  of  Grainger's.  He  is  to 
renew  his  researches. 

•  "  FuM7,  u  irregnkr  Ode."    S«e  ToL  XXXV.  p.  405. 
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"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
&ithfiil,  humble  serrant,  Ro.  Anderson. 


"  My  Lord,  Heriot'i  Green,  38  Sept.  1799. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  Lordship's  last  favour  of 
July  1st,  and  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  mach  valued  present  of  a  very  elegant  copy  of  the 
new  edition  of  the  *  Reliques,'  which  accompanied  it. 
The  parcel,  irhich  should  have  been  brought  here  by  Mr. 
Tliomson,  bad  been  loi^  delayed  at  Belfast^  and  after- 
wards at  Greenock ;  for  it  reached  Edinburgh  only  about 
three  weeks  ago,  when  I  happened  to  be  from  home. 
The  volumes,  very  fortunately,  had  been  so  carefully 
packed  that  they  received  no  injury.  They  have  been 
Irequently  in  my  hands ;  and  are  now  upon  my  table. 

"  I  observe  many  useful  and  important  additions,  &c. 
in  the  pretimioary  essays  and  prefatory  notices ;  but  no 
additions  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  poetry.  In- 
deed  very  little  could  have  been  added  without  enlarji^ng 
the  volumes  to  an  inconvenient  sise,  or  forming  an  addi- 
tional volume.  Yet  I  could  have  wished,  among  other 
pieces  that  might  be  mentioned,  that  both  the  fint  and 
t^XHtd  parts  of  '  Love  will  find  out  the  way '  (vol.  iii.), 
which  are  said  in  the  St.  James's  Chronicle  to  have  been 
printed  together  '  at  London,  for  F.  Foulis,  dwelHng  in 
the  Old  Baily,*  had  again  been  united  in  one  publication. 
It  is  there  said  also  that  the^rsr  part  of  this  ballad  varies 
in  many  instances  from  that  printed  in  the  '  Reliques.' 

"  In  a  folio  MS.  collection  of  old  heroic  ballads  and 
songs  in  my  possession,  I  observe  a  diSerent  copy  of 
'Sir  Patrick  Spence'  from  that  printed  in  the  '  Reliques.' 

"  The  elegant  and  appropriate  inscription  of  the  '  Ke- 
liqnea '  to  tne  memory  of  the  late  Duchess  of  Northum- 
berland, is  highly  honourable  to  her  Grace's  character 
and  to  your  Lordship's  feelings,  yet  I  cannot  help  regret- 
ting the  omission  of  the  former  dedication  to  the  Countess, 
which  I  have  always  admired,  as  it  contains  a  handsome 
vindication  and  recommendation  of  the  work,  and  exhibits 
a  beaatiful  specimen  of  dignified,  delicate,  and  well- 
turned  compliments, 

"  I  observe  an  allusion  to  that  magnificent  and  high 
ipirited  Udy,  the  rebuilding  of  Alnwick  Castle,  and  the 
local  scenery,  in  a  MS.  '  Moaody'   in   my  possession, 

VOL.  VII,  G 
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written  in  1797  by  a  gentleman  *  who  had  resided  in  Aln- 
wick, on  the  death  of  a  beloved  wife,  a  relation  of  the 
Howick  family.  The  subject,  at  least,  will,  1  think,  please 
your  Lordship ;  for  the  Percy  family,  and  the  scenery  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Alnwick  Castle,  which  your  taste 
contributed  to  embellish,  must  be  associated  in  your  mind 
with  many  agreeable  and  affecting  images.  If  I  am  not 
prerented,  I  will  transcribe  the  passages  relating  to  Aln- 
wick, for  your  Lordship's  perusal;  and  likewise  uie  ballad 
above  mentioned.  I  have  a  strong  temptation,  in  the 
opportunity  of  a  private  conveyance,  of  which  I  wil- 
lingly avail  myself,  though  I  must  write  in  haste. 

"  My  poetical  Mends,  Thomson  and  Campbell,  are 
much  obliged  by  your  Xjordsbip'a  acceptance  of  th^  little 
volumes ;  and  highly  flattered  by  the  honour  you  intend 
them  of  a  present  of  the  '  Reliqaes.*  They  bid  me  say 
that  copies  addressed  to  Messrs.  Mundell  and  Son,  Sdia- 
burgh,  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Longman  and  Rees,  book- 
sellers. Paternoster-row,  London,  will  come  hers  safely, 
with  other  books.  Mr.  G.  I^ton  has  not  yet  received  a 
present  of  the  new  edition,  and  is  equally  gratified  with 
the  honour  you  intend  him.  The  copy,  he  bids  me  say, 
may  be  sent  here,  by  the  same  conveyance,  to  Messrs. 
Mimdell  and  Sons.  I  have  just  been  with  this  liberal 
and  communicable  old  man,  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  '  Oi^ 
pheus  Caledonius,'  for  the  use  of  my  friend  Dr.  Currie  of 
Liverpool,  the  biographer  and  editor  of  Burns,  the  Scottish 
poet. 

"  I  have  observed  only  one  other  piece  of  Grainger's  in 
the  European  Magazine,  which,  probably,  you  have  seen. 
I  am  thinking  to  desire  a  friend  in  London  to  send  the 
Editor  a  note,  requesting  him  to  print  the  remaining 
pieces,  that  your  Lordship  may  be  enabled  to  proceed 
with  the  collation.  My  hands  are  pretty  full  at  present, 
with  revising  the  old  poets ;  corresponding  with  Dr. 
Carrie  on  Scotish  song,  &c.     6.  Chalmers  likewise  is 

freparing  a  Life  of  A.  Ramsay,  and  levying  contributions, 
have  observed  the  note  respecting  Shenstone.  1  wish 
for  more  information ;  but  I  cannot  urge  your  Lordship 
further.  Surrey's  Life  I  yet  expect  from  you,  when  yon 
edit  bis  poems,  so  long  promised.  I  am  always,  ny 
Lord,  yours,  most  Mthfully,  Ro.  Andbbson," 

*  lUi  «u  Df,  Andenon  Unudf.    See  p.  6S. 
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Bp.  Perot  to  Dr.  Robert  Anderson. 

"  Dear  Sib,  Londan,  Jane  18,  ISOO. 

"  On  the  16th  April,  I  sent  you  in  a  cover  firanked  by 
Caspar  Ercbe,  Esq.  (Under  Secretary  at  War,)  from  Dub- 
lin, as  complete  a  collection  of  Dr.  Grainger's  Poems  as  ' 
had  been  able  to  procure  in  print  or  manuscript,  but,  as 
never  received  notice  of  their  coming  safe  to  your  hands, 
I  (ear  they  miscarried.  They  were  directed  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Mundel)  and  Son,  Edinburgh.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  find  that  they  have  not  miscarried,  and  can  very 
readily  excuse  your  having  omitted  to  write  to  me,  on 
account  of  the  continual  demands  upon  you  for  your  time 
and  attention  by  other  more  pressing  literary  claims." 


Dr.  UoBBST  Andbrbon  to  Bp.  Percy. 

**  Mt  Lord,  Heriot'e  Green,  31  June,  IBM. 

"  Your  Lordship's  kind  favour,  dated  Dublin,  April  16, 
accompanying  the  Poems  of  Dr.  Grainger,  arrived  here 
very  safely,  and  has  remained  too  long  unacknowledged, 
I  am  nnquestionably  very  much  to  blame,  in  not  sooner 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  packet  so  truly  valuable 
and  acceptable.  My  omission,  I  confess,  has  been  partly 
intentional ;  but  there  is  danger  in  delaying  the  perform- 
ance of  any  duty.  I  flatter  myself,  however,  that  to  your 
Lordship's  candour  it  will  not  convey  the  slightest  sus- 
picion of  deliberate  inattention  to  the  honour  of  your  cor- 
respondence. 

**  Knowing  that  your  Lordship  was  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter  to  me,  I  intended 
to  offer  you  my  early  congratulations  on  the  happiness  of 
being  re-united  to  your  family  in  Northamptonshire,  after 
■0  long  period  of  separation,  anxiety,  and  alarm,  irape- 
rioosly  exacted  by  the  high  considerations  of  public  duty. 
1  communicated  my  intention  to  an  ingenious  friend  here, 
who  wished  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  submit 
to  your  Lordship's  inspection  one  or  two  of  his  composi- 
tions in  the  style  of  the  ancient  Scottish  halkd,  in  testi- 
mony of  his  high  respect  for  your  character,  and  of  his 
gratitude  to  the  editor  of  '  The  Reliques,'  upon  which  he 
formed  his  taste  for  ballad  thinking  and  expression.  He 
happened  soon  after  to  go  into  the  country,  where  h«  has 
been  detwied  till  now,  when  he  does  himself  the  honour 
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he  intended,  br  transinitting  two  ballads, '  The  Eve  of  St. 
John,'  and '  Glenfinlass,'  for  your  Lordship's  opinion,  and 
desires  me  to  offer  yoa  the  testimony  of  his  sincerest 
esteem  and  veneration.  The  name  of  my  friend  is  Walter 
Scott,  Esq.  a  native  of  Tiviotdale,  of  the  Harden  family, 
an  Advocate,  and  Sheriff  of  Selkirkshire.  He  is  the  trans- 
lator of  Bui^^s's  '  Leonore '  and  '  Earl  Walter,*  and 
Goethe's  '  Goetz,'  and  vill  soon  appear  as  editor  of  a  col- 
lection of  Border  Ballads,  to  be  entitled  '  Tlie  Minstrelsy 
of  the  Border,'  in  one  volume,  printing  at  Kelso,  upon  the 

ftlsn  of  *  The  Reliques,'  which  will  be  followed  by  two  vo- 
umes  of  'Illustrations  of  Border  History,  Poetry,  and 
Popular  Antiquities.'* 

"  I  have  now,  my  Lord,  to  return  you  my  cordial 
thanks,  in  the  name  of  the  public,  for  the  care  and  pmns 
yon  have  taken  to  collect,  collate,  and  transmit  to  me  the 
uncollected  and  inedited  poems  of  Dr.  Grainger,  for  a 
complete  and  uniform  edition.  I  cannot  express  my  feel- 
ings on  the  sight  of  the  writings  of  a  man  of  genius  Uius 
put  into  my  hands  for  publication,  by  the  kindness  of  an 
affectionate  &icnd,  so  long  after  his  death ;  but  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  expressing  my  opinion  of  the  poems,  which, 
upon  a  cursory  examination,  I  easily  perceive,  though  of 
unequal  merit,  as  must  ever  be  the  case  in  a  collection  of 
juvenile  poetiy,  are  upon  the  whole  creditable  to  the 
talents  of  the  writer,  not  unworthy  of  the  author  of '  The 
Sugar  Cane '  and  the  '  Ode  on  Solitude,'  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  afford  even  a  higher  idea  of  liia  powers.  I 
am  happy  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  your  Lordship  and 
Mr.  Boyd  respecting  the  emendatory  variations  in  the 
pieces  printed  in  the  European  Magazine.  What  he  deli- 
berately printed  in  the  Grand  Mag.  is  certainly  entitled 
to  respect ;  but  the  additions  and  alterations  have  so  much 
the  appearance  of  improvement,  that  they  may  reasonably 
be  supposed  to  have  oeen  the  result  of  a  subsequent  revi- 
sion. If  the  editor  of  the  European  Magazine  (who  is,  I 
believe,  Mr,  Reed  of  Staple's  Inn,]  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  communicate  (if  at  liberty)  the  pieces  in  his  pos- 
session, for  the  use  of  the  edition,  or  the  name  of  tiie 
person  (if  known)  from  whom  he  received  them,  every 
ground  of  doubt  and  suspicion  might  be  removed  by  the 
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evidence  of  the  poefs  handwriting,  and  the  history  of  the 
MSS.  If  this  favour  could  be  obtuned  through  the  inter- 
vention of  any  of  your  Lordship's  Uterary  friends  in  London, 
it  might  put  me  in  the  possession  of  some  valuable  addi- 
tions to  the  collection,  and  some  useful  inteUigeuce.  There 
can  be  no  objection  to  Mr.  Boyd's  assodating  the  two 
^liatles  from  Ovid  with  his  own  version  of  the  Heroides ; 
but  correct  copies  of  them  at  least  may  probably  be  wanted 
before  his  work  be  published ;  for  I  cannot  settle  the  plan 
of  the  edition  with  Mr.  Mundell  and  the  arrangement  of 
the  pieces  till  the  whole  materials  be  in  my  possession. 
'He  Fate  of  Capua,'  a  tragedy,  among  your  Iiordship*8 
5>apers  in  England,  though  not  prepu^  for  representa- 
tion, may  perhaps  be  worth  brin^g  forward  in  the  edi- 
tioD.  I  have  lately  met  with  a  poetical  curiosity,  a  neat 
edition  of  *  The  Sugar  Cane,*  with  '  Beauty,  a  Poem,  by 
the  same  Author,'  in  12mo,  London,  printed  and  sold  by 
tJie  booksellers,  1766.  The  poem  consists  of  5L5  lines,  in 
blank  verse,  and  is  a  chaste  and  elegant  performance.  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  your  Lordship's  authority  to  ascribe 
it  to  Dr.  Grainger.*  I'he  internal  evidence  seems  fovour- 
able  to  the  supposed  authenticity.  Dr.  Johnson's  '  Irene,'t 
in  particular,  is  noticed  in  it,  I  think,  in  a  friendly  way. 
I  will  thank  your  Lordship  for  your  opinion  of  this 
novelty,  and  to  dilate  a  little  at  your  leisure  upon  the 
plan  of  the  edition,  upon  the  impression  which  the  powers 
and  manners  of  Dr.  Grainger  made  upon  your  mind,  and 
upon  the  biographical  illustrations  which  may  be  tjiought 
necessary.  Notices  of  his  friends,  communicated  in  tjie 
'  Sugar  Cane' and  the 'Tibullus,' will  be  acceptable.  Some 
of  them  are  designed  by  initials,  which  may  now  be  given 
at  length. 

"  Elaving  been  called  away  when  I  had  written  the 
ahove  this  morning,  I  had  Uie  pleasure  to  find  on  my 
return  your  Lordship's  most  obliging  Aivour  of  the  18th 
inst.  from  London  on  my  table ;  which  has  lud  me  under 
additional  obligations  to  your  liberahty  and  indulsenoe.  I 
am  truly  sensible  of  your  Lordship's  kindness  in  doing 
justice  to  my  sentiments  towards  you  at  all  times ;  if  yon 
should  suspect  me  of  inattention  to  your  coirespondenoe, 

*  See  hereafter,  p.  BT. 

t  An  antognph  finrt  iketch  of  "  Irene  "  was  prnented  b;  Bennet  L«%' 
ton  to  Georie  tbig  Third,  and  i*  ngiw  in  the  Britiih  Hoienin.  Hie  Tiriatioaa 
from  Uw  prided  mp;  an  piAiM  mt  b;  Boswdl  in  Ui  Life  9f  Jobucai. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


86  tLLUSTKATIONS  OP  LITERATURE. 

it  would  give  me  piin ;  or  if  you  should  conceive  that  1 
had  ralJier  make  excuses  than  acknowledge  in  time  tlie 
receipt  of  vour  favours ;  this  also  would  hurt  me.  Having 
waited  so  long,  I  thought  it  better  to  wait  till  Mr.  Soott'a 
arrival  should  enable  me  to  make  mj  return  to  your  Lord- 
ship more  aocepti^le. 

**  I  r^um  your  Lordship  my  thanks  for  the  copy  of 
Mr.  Qraves's  Letter,  which  will  oe  of  use  to  me. 

"  Dr.  Frome  (with  whom  I  have  frequently  the  pleamre 
to  converse)  has  misunderstood  my  correspondence  with 
Dr.  Currie  of  Liverpool,  the  editor  of  Bums,  for  which  he 
IB  admirably  qualified,  as  your  Lordship  will  perceive  now 
that  the  edition  is  come  out. 

*'  I  am  to  be  drawn  aside  from  my  Prefaces,  to  edit 
the  whole  worka  of  Drummond,  in  2  vols.  6vo. 

"  I  am  interested  in  Mrs.  West,  and  will  be  obliged  to 
your  Lordship  for  her  Poems,  which  may  be  sent  to  die 
care  of  Mundell  and  Son  here,  to  Messrs,  Longman  and 
Reea,  London. 

"  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Thomson's  copies  of  the  '  R«- 
liques'  bare  not  come  to  hand. 

"  I  am,  &c  R.  Andbbsok.*' 


"  My  LoBD,  Heriot'i  Green,  13  S«pt.  18M. 

"  I  have  this  day  been  ftvoured  with  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  accompanying  Orainger'a  MS. 
Tra^dy ;  and  have  again  expenenced  your  kind  indul- 
gence to  my  culpable  tardiness  in  acknowledging  your 
most  obliging  favour  of  Axig.  8,  a  present  of  Mrs,  Wesf  s 
Poetry,  and  three  copies  of '  The  Retiqnes'  for  my  Mends 
here,  of  which  I  am  truly  sensible. 

*'  I  have  many  apologies  to  make  for  my  omissions, 
which  to  your  Lord^ip's  candour  I  am  sure  would  not  be 
made  in  vain ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  best  excuse 
I  can  make  for  them  is  to  dispatch  this  cordial  acknow- 
ledgment of  your  Lordship's  favours  with  as  Uttle  delay 
and  as  little  ceremony  as  possible. 

"  I  was  truly  oonoemed  to  hear  of  your  Lordship's 
indisposition  before  you  left  town,  but  now  flatter  myself, 
from  the  intention  you  express  of  setting  out  soon  on 
your  return  to  Dromore,  that  your  health  has  been  tole- 
rably re-estabhshed ;  and  by  the  quiet  and  good  air  of  the 
cooatry  I  pray  Qod  it  may  long  continue,  for  the  sain  tk 
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yoar  firienda  and  the  wofld  at  iMg^t  but  little  inten-upted 
by  the  fev  infirmities  which  «  temperate  declining  age 
brinn  on  frail  mortality. 

"Before  I  had  yottr  Lordship's  lett«t,  I  found  th« 
poem  on  Beauty,*  given  by  Pear^,t  on  good  authority  I 
■appose,  to  Shiels,  who,  J  I  think,  wrote  also  a  potim  on 
Uk  dwtb  of  Thomaon,  entitled  '  Musidorus.'  I  wished 
to  hare  fall  information  ootioeming  the  copies  of  Qrain- 
rt's  poems  in  the  European  Maganne ;  bnt  Hinoe  your 
Lordsiup  is  satisfied  they  Ue,  w  they  appear  to  be, 
the  genuine  productions  of  Grainger,  it  is  of  little  import- 
■Dce.  I  have  just  had  time  to  guince,  with  eagemetra,  at 
the  uifinlsfaed  tragedy.  One  or  two  good  pMsi^^ei 
canght  my  eye :  If  it  be  too  imperfeot  for  pablics^n,  it 
will  give  Bome  idea  of  his  powers  for'dramatic  composi- 
tioR,  When  the  Ovidian  Epistles  arrive,  the  collection 
will.  I  suppose,  be  complete,  and  the  printing  may  pro- 
ccc«L  Your  liordahip,  I  presume^  would  prefsr  the 
printed  copies,  and  bring  forward  no  Tariationsi  I 
eameetly  req&eflt  your  LKtrdship^  at  yodr  leisure,  to 
isTour  me  with  the  communicatton  of  such  oorrectionB 
and  additions  to  the  printed  Life  as  yofl  life  able  to  give. 
Does  your  Lordship  know  of  any  portrut  of  Qrainger  for 
an  ei^rsved  bead? 

"  I  bad  the  pleasure  to  present  the  copies  of  *  The 
Keliquea*  to  Mr.  Paton  and  Mr.  Thomson,  who  both  ex* 
pressed  their  obligations  to  your  Lordship  for  the  ho* 
noBT  yott  bAve  done  tbwd,  ana  Will  thank  you  themsclres 
by  this  Opportunity.  Mr<  Campbell  is  at  present  in  Oer- 
maay,  hut  is  expected  to  return  in  a  few  mon^a*  Mr. 
Paton  is  TCry  ill,  out  is  to  write  your  Lordship. 

"  Mr.  Scott  was  highly  gmt^&ed  by  yoUr  Lordship's 
approbatioa  o(  bis  ballads^  and  the  scheme  of  his  cdllec- 
tioa  of  Border  Lays,  Vbicb  is  not  yet  gone  to  press. 
I  know  Mr.  Jamieson,§  through  my  accomplished  friend 
Mr.  Heber,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  introduce  faim  to  Mr. 
Seottf  in  whom,  instead  of  an  imperious  riTat,  he  found  a 
friesd  and  liberal  promote  of  bis  intended  tmblication  of 
a  '  Collection  of  Old  Scottish  B^ada/  witb  some  Anno- 
tations written  bv  himself.  He  intends  to  ^e  alto^ 
mods  a  TC^me  of  Old  English  Ballads,  and  a  valume  o^ 

*  tMf.  St.  t  GodeedMof  Totim,  e  *«i»,  >7?S. 

t  Bebwt  HMk  wm  a  mtiwwiiii  of  Dr.  tt^aoe.  I{e<IM  Dae.  ST| 
ITS*.     8e«em>H«lT>3,p.fi9ai  Ud  Lit.  Ante.  T. »». 

»tap.ff. 
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Gaelic,  Welsh,  and  Norse  Ballads.  He  is  very  desirous 
of  bdng  known  to  your  Ix>rd3liip,  and  I  am  bsppy  to 
bear  my  testimony  to  his  leamine,  ingenuity,  candour, 
and  int^rity.  The  old  copy  of  Gil  Morice,  in  your  pos- 
session, he  la  most  anxious  to  see,  and  would  esteem  it  a 
great  favour  to  have  the  liberty  to  copy  it  for  the  purpose 
of  collation.  He  is  known  to  Sir  F.  M.  Eden,  whose  re- 
commendation will  be  more  effectual  than  mine. 

"  Mr.  Thomson,  an  advocate  here,  a  relation  of  the  late 
Lord  HaileBjis  about  to  publish  a  collection  of  his  original 
Works,  with  his  life.  Has  your  Lordship  any  letter  or 
papers  that  would  promote  his  undertaking  ?  I  send  you 
a  packet  by  Mr.  Aust.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
most  futhful  servant,  "  Ro.  Anderson. 


"  My  Lobd,  Heriot's  Gieen,  Sept.  H,  IBM. 

"  Writing  your  Lordship  yesterday,  in  unavoidable 
haste,  I  omitted  to  mention,  amongst  other  things,  the  in- 
formatian  I  obtained  from  Mr.  Foulis,  relative  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  French  MSS.  They  may  be  left,  he  says, 
with  Mr.  David  Bremner,  bookseller,  opposite  Southamp- 
ton-street, Strand,  London  j  the  partner,  I  beUeve,  of  Mr. 
Elmsly.  The  pecuniary  acknowledgment  your  Lordship 
^udes  to,  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  very  acceptable  to  the 
owner,  a  degenerate  and  unworthy  son  of  Mr.  Eteevir,  of 
Scotland. 

"Dr.  Trail  and  Lady  Frances  have  been  in  Ireland,  and 
returned  about  two  weeks  ago,  of  which  your  Lordahip 
had,  no  doubt,  been  informed  by  the  Doctor  himself,  whom 
I  have  scarcely  seen  since  his  return,  having  been  mach 
hampered  with  temporary  business. 

"1  owe  your  Lordship  my  particular  thanks  for  Mrs. 
West's  Poems,*  with  the  perusal  of  which  I  have  been, 

*  The  Writingi  of  Mn.  Jtae  Wut  were  highlf  approTsd  of  and  rtecw- 


mied  bj  Bp.  Veicj.  Her  irorVa,  i 
doioMtie  dotica,  bwn  been  freqneatlj  commaoded  in  the  pigta  of  tb«  Gfn- 
Uemin's  Mnuine.  See  1799,  p.  IISB ;  IBOl,  pp.  7,  99.  Hot  Lettcn  to 
ber  Sou  were  miEWed  in  IBUJ,  p.  T35.  A  letter  of  Mrs.  Weit,  to  l^dj 
Dorcheiter,  occun  in  IBM,  p.  318,  ood  lonne  aoTiaeta  of  hen  pp.  370,  16S ; 
■bo  lioee  addreaMd  to  her,  p.  466.  In  the  Qeot.  Mag.  1B09,  p.  100,  ia  a 
letter  ugaed  "  Deaborongh,"  rffciring  to  the  Britiih  Ciitk  for  Nor.  1801, 
for"  a  Yery  lati [factory  acconot  of  tbe  perBon,  eharacter,  and  familjof  Mn. 
Weat,  which  were  of  the  most  retpectable  coonectiana.  Although  her  woilhj 
hiuband  farmed  hia  own  estate,  and  she  luperintended  the  management  of  ba 
bonaehold  and  diir;  with  Che  moat  eiemplarf  eeonom;,  the;  were  ncdther  of 
them  in  the  low  altution  which  a  writer  in  the  came  Maguiiw  (^  7)  M 
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upon  the  whole,  much  delighted.  They  do  credit  to  the 
genius,  taste,  pietr>  and  benevolence  of  the  amiable  and 
elegant  writer.  They  do  not,  in  general,  possess  the  spirit 
and  elevation  of  the  higher  poetry,  but  they  abound  in 
tender,  interesting,  and  moral  sentiments,  elegantly  ex- 
pressed in  easy  numbers,  and  adorned  with  pleasing  po- 
etical imagery.  In  some  instances,  as  in  the  '  Ode  on 
Voetrj,'  she  soars  far  above  mediocrity,  and  approaches 
to  sublimity.  I  am  interested  in  Mrs.  West  as  a  wife,  a 
mother,  and  a  friend.  She  is  little  known  here,  but  the 
domestic  sketches  your  Lordship  sent  me,  have  been 
eagerly  circulated  among  my  friends,  and  I  have  ^^uently 
had  the  pleasure  to  introduce  her  ingenious,  chaste,  and 
elegant  volumes  into  the  collections  of  persons  of  taste  and 
virtue.  Her  novels  are  more  generally  read  and  admired. 
''I  have  to  apologize  for  troubling  your  Lordship  with  a 
packet  containing  so  many  scraps  and  notices.  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  little  [amusement]  for  your  Lordship  to  compare 
'  Lord  John  and  Proud  Ellen,'  with  '  Child  Waters,'  in 
'  The  Reliques,'  and  I  had  it  transcribed  by  a  little  girl  at  my 
elbow,  in  whose  hands  your  volumes  are  very  frequently, 
from  a  pretty  lai^e  MS.  collection  of  old  Scottiah  Ballads, 
commanicated  by  Mi's,  Brown,  wife  of  Dr.  Brown,  minis- 
ter of  Falkland,  in  April  last,  to  Professor  Tytler,  and 
lent  by  the  Professor  to  me.  The  story  seems  to  be  the 
same  with  that  of '  Child  Waters ;'  the  one  is  apparently  a 
Scottish,  the  other  an  English  ludlad;  as  to  which  is  the 
oldest,  I  pretend  not  to  say.  It  is  remarkable  that  Mrs. 
Brown  (a  daughter  of  the  late  Professor  The.  Gordon,  of 
Aberdeen,)  never  saw  any  of  the  ballads  she  has  trans- 
mitted here,  either  in  print  or  MS.,  but  learned  them  all, 
when  a  child,  by  hearing  them  sung  by  her  mother  and  an 
old  maid- servant  who  had  been  long  in  the  family,  and 
does  not  recollect  to  have  heard  any  of  them  either  sung 
or  said  by  any  one  but  herself  since  she  was  about  ten 
years.  She  kept  them  as  a  little  hoard  of  solitary  enter- 
tainment, till,  a  few  years  ago,  she  wrote  down  as  many  as 
she  could  recollect,  to  obhge  the  late  Mr.  W.  Tytler,  and 
again  very  lately  wrote  down  nine  ballads  more  to  oblige 
hu  SOD  the  Professor. 

hMdleMlj  repKMntad  then,  witii  ■  bUmeable  luttentioD  to  thn'r  feeling*.'' 
Un.  Wttt  Iwd  the  mUfintooe  U>  low  her  hniband  Jui.  33,  1823,  «nd  n^d  ■ 
JMt  tribtrta  to  Ui  111011017  '»  Q*°t-  ^*9-  l^^i  <•  ^'^-  Mn.  Wett  loit  ber 
m,  Mr.  T.  WMt,  to  whom  Imt  nliubliB  lett«n  w«f«  addnMcd,  April  10, 
1B43.    She  it  stiU  firing  (Not.  IMS.) 


,..d:,i.  Google 


&0  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  LITBHATURE. 

"  Mr.  Jamieion  visited  Mrs.  Brown  on  his  return  here 
from  Aberdeen,  and  obtained  from  her  tecoUection  five  or 
six  ballads  and  a  fragment.  If  this  treaiore  excites  your 
Lordship's  curiosity,  I  shall  tnuiBDnit  to  you  the  titles  of 
the  ballads,  with  the  first  stansa,  and  number  of  stansas 
of  each.  The  greater  part  of  them  i*  unknown  to  tlie 
oldest  persons  in  this  country. — I  accompanied  Mr.  Jamie- 
son  to  my  friend  Scotfs  house  in  tite  oouotry,  for  the  sake 
of  briiogng  the  collectors  to  a  good  understanding.  I  tbea 
took  on  me  to  faiat  my  suspicion  of  modem  manufactore, 
in  which  Scott  had  secretly  anticipated  me.  Mrs.  Brown 
is  fond  of  ballad  poetry,  writes  verses,  and  reads  every 
thing  in  the  marrellous  way.  Yet  her  character  places  her 
above  the  suspicion  of  litraary  imposture ;  but  it  is  voa> 
derful  how  she  should  happen  to  be  the  depontor^  of  so 
many  curious  and  valuabu  ballads. — Mr.  Scott  ^ves  a 
few  metrical  romances  in  his  Border  Ballads.  He  would  be 
greatlr  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  some  more  informa- 
tion about  '  E^r  and  Greme.'  We  have  recovered  '  Sir 
Tristram.'  Mr.  Heber  has  sent  me,  from  Mr,  Ellis,  Way's 
FabUauz,an  elegant  and  delightful  work.  I  am^veryrespect- 
fully,  my  Lord,  your  futhful  servant,      "  R.  AjfDBasoir. 

"P.S.  Mr.  Jamieaon*  is  a  native  of  one  of  the  nOTthem 
eoontiei  of  Scotland,  studied  at  Aberdeen,  and  has  resided 
about  dght  years  in  England,  is  master  of  Macclesfldd 
Scho(^  about  80  years  of  age.  He  speaks  the  GaeHc  lan- 
guage, and  shows  a  strong  propensity  to  settle  all  doabt* 
nil  etymol<^;ies  by  reffnring  to  that  langni^.  Agaitut 
this  pracdoe,  so  feUadous  and  unsatisfactory,  I  had  many 
objections.  I  objected  also  to  his  plan  of  editing  the  Old 
Ballads,  with  interpolated  stanzas  written  by  himactf, 
whenever  he  conceives  the  narraUons  defective,  or  the 
transitioiu  abrupt,  obscure,  &c.  He  is  to  mark  his  addi- 
tions. In  othu-  re^>cots  he  appears  to  hare  rightly  cati- 
mated  the  duties  of  an  editor. 

"  I  am  quite  ashamed  to  send  yonr  Lordship  tfait 
hasty  scxawl,  but  have  not  time  to  copy  it  over  before  the 
post  zo  out,  and  I  vish  to  repair  my  onnsuons  as  soon  as 
possible." 


*  Rotwrt  JimkMOi  HA.  and  F.SA.  nntlior  of  "  Popnlir  BalhA  nd 
Soi«S"lTClfef*.iaee.  SMManaivKafinrtsm',  TCl.ui.a.lt  — 
}.  WH  JoiBt  sAtDT,  witk  Mr.  W*er,  of »  nuUKtOM  of  Marten  A 


J.  WH  JoiBt  sAtDT,  witk  Mr.  W*er,  of »  nuUKtOM  of  Marten  AstM. 
ti«a ;  frov  dM  MtHer  TtBtoria  knd  SoMlblotail  KawaMi,"  ita.  ISIfc 


8MU4ntli)yBntew,  Lxn.  3M.uszi.aB.  IntUtworkMr.  W^mtH 
tnted  TMmw,  uid  Mr.  JimicKo  lUwH «M  OmM  Am^sMM. 
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"  Mt  Lord,  Hniot'i  Gtmu,  Ju.  e7tit,  leoi, 

**  I  receired  the  pleBSore  of  your  Lordship's  most 
oUigii^  letter  from  Ecton,  inclosing  a.  kind  and  accept- 
aUe  communication  for  Mr.  Scott,  for  which  I  must 
entreat  your  Lordship  to  give  me  credit  for  the  truest 
■entiments  of  esteem  and  obligation.  I  know  your  Lord- 
ship has  too  much  goodness  not  to  make  proper  allowance 
for  the  Tiriety  as  well  as  urgency  of  my  present  avooa- 
tiMia,  and  to  ezcose  me  whenever  I  shall  naTC  appeared 
retniss  in  my  duty. 

"  Mr.  Scott  was  highly  gratified  and  obliged  by  your 
Lmdship's  attention  to  his  inquiries  respecting  ttie  old 
metrical  romance  of  Eger;  and  the  obligation  was 
enhanced  by  yoor  transcribing  several  stanzas  of  it  for 
him,  at  a  time  of  much  hurry  and  interruption.  On  Mr. 
Scott's  part,  he  felt  that  pulicular  thanks  were  doe  to 

J  oar  L(»dship  for  your  polite  attention,  and  I  fnmitdied 
im  with  your  address,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  on 
<qiportQnit^  of  shovring  his  gratitade  and  respect,  and  of 
correspondmg  with  yoor  Lordship  on  the  suoject  of  the 
publicattoQ  of  bis  Border  Ballads.  The  desire  you  ex- 
pressed to  see  a  list  of  the  titles  of  the  Ballads,  has,  I 
doubt  not,  been  long  ago  satisfied  by  Mr<  Scott^s  letter  to 
your  Lordship,  whioi  was  not  long  delayed ;  and,  thou^ 
It  did  not  excuse  my  omission,  served  to  assure  your 
Lradahip  that  your  packet  to  me  came  duly  to  hand, 

**  By  the  way,  I  believe  Mr.  Scott  has  not  yet  made  a 
final  selection  of  the  Ballads  to  be  insrated  in  his  two 
volumes.  The  contents  of  the  first  volume,  which  consists 
of  Historical  Balladt,  and  is  now  for  advanced  at  the 
[vess,  are  nearly  settled;  but  the  arrangement  of  the 
second  volume,  which  consists  of  Romantic  BaUade,  is 
not  yet  completed.  Mr.  Lewis  has  offered  him  a  BalUd 
Ittely;  but  he  has  so  much  discredited  himself,  as  a  man 
of  talenta  and  fortune,  by  the  puMcation  of  his  *  Tales  of 
Wonder,'  that  the  editor  of  die  Border  Ballads  seems 
ashamed  of  bong  associated  with  him  in  that  work,  and 
disposed  to  decune  his  assistance.  Mr,  Jamieson,  of 
Macclesfield,  is  so  much  alarmed  by  the  disapprobation 
expressed  concerning  the  *  Tales  of  Wonder,'  that  he  is 
mora  than  half  resolved  to  proceed  no  farther  in  his 
intended  publication ;  hot  he  is  too  easily  dejected,  and 
most  be  encouraged  to  proceed. 
**  A  fijnrth  volmu)  of  '  The  Reliques,'*  from  Dr.  Perey, 
*  Henr  piMUwd,    Sm  Jibnr;  Aii«cdotei,  Tf.  SS3. 
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has  ^reiij  as  may  be  expected,  very  great  pleasure,  and 
excited  very  general  expectation  here.  It  will  gin  me 
much  satisfaction,  if  any  of  the  Ballads  in  the  list  I  now 
send  your  Lordship  from  Mr.  Ty tier's  collection,  be 
thought  new  or  curious,  to  transcribe  correct  copies  for 
your  perusal  or  use. 

"  Mr.  Tytler  is  son  of  the  late  William  TyUer,  Esq.  of 
Woodhouselie,  in  the  county  of  Midlothian,  author  of  the 
Vindication  of  Queen  Mary,  and  editor  of  the  Poetical 
Remains  of  James  I.,  and  a  considerable  contributor  to 
the  Antiquarian  and  Royal  Society  Transactions  of  Eldin- 
burgh.  He  is  Professor  of  Universal  History  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  and  Judge  Advocate  of  North 
Britain,  and  author  of  '  Principles  of  Translation,'  *  Out- 
lines of  Universal  History,'  '  Principles  of  Military  Law,' 
and  editor  of  Fletcher's  '  Piscatory  Eclogues,'  and  a  con- 
tributor to  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  of 
which  he  is  Secretary  to  the  Literary  Class,  A  copy  of 
his  '  Principles  of  Translation'  will  be  presented  to  you 
by  his  brouier  Colonel  Tytler,  upon  the  Irish  Establish- 
ment. 

"  The  death  of  Mr.  Mundell  threatened  to  derange  our 
plan  respecting  Qrainger;  bat  I  am  now  happy  to  inform 
your  Lordship  that  the  business  is  to  be  carried  on  by  his 
brother,  who  is  ready  to  begin  to  print  Grainger.  I  am 
afnud  I  tire  your  Lordship  by  my  entreaties  to  send  over 
the  remaining  materiab  in  your  possession,  with  such 
corrections  and  additions  to  the  Life  as  you  can  give. 
Mr.  Mundell  wishes  to  bring  forward  the  edition  Hub 
winter. 

"  I  have  been  writing  the  Life  of  Smollett  over  again, 
for  a  second  edition  of  his  works  j  and  I  beg  your  Lord- 
ship's acceptance  of  an  extra  copy,  and  your  opinion  of 
the  controversy  between  him  and  Grainger.  A  thousand 
tlianks  for  your  kind  invitation  to  Dromore  House. 
Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  obey  it. 
Dr.  Trail  desires  his  respectful  comphments. 

"  I  am,  &c.  Ro.  Andbbson." 


"  My  Lord,  Heriot'»  Gr«n,  ai«r  9lh,  1801. 

"  It  must  have  appeared,  I  fear,  not  a  little  extraoidi- 

nary  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  shoiild  have  sent,  for  your 

acceptance,  a  copy  of  my  Life  of  Smollett^  and  other  httle 

thmgs,  wiUiout  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
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from  Noitbamptonshire,  of  a  distant  date.  I  confess  that 
a  sore  self-accusatioTi  lies  on  my  mind  for  my  omission. 
I  am  anxious,  however,  to  convince  your  Lordship  that  I 
am  not  quite  so  culpable  as  I  may  have  appeared ;  and,  in 
testimony  of  this  truth,  I  inclose  a  letter  written  several 
months  ago,  and  supposed  to  be  forwarded  by  a  gentleman 
going  to  Dublin,  together  with  some  things  abovemen- 
tioned,  but  which  was  left  behind  in  consequence  of  the 

rtleman's  forgetting  to  put  the  parcel  into  his  trunk. 
was  sent  back  (to  my  great  surprise]  on  his  return 
fix>m  Ireland;  soon  after  Messrs.  Mundelt  and  Son  found 
an  opportunity  of  sending  it  by  a  private  conveyance  to 
Bel^t,  but  unluckily  the  young  man  who  prepared  it  at 
the  warehouse  left  out  the  letter.  It  contains  the  acknow- 
ledgment long  since  due  j  and  the  list  and  initiatory  stanzas 
of  the  old  Ballads  in  Mr.  Tytler's  MS.  collection.  I 
trust,  therefore,  it  will  plead  more  powerfully  for  me  than 
if  it  were  re- written, 

"  A  considerable  length  of  time  has  elapsed  since  the 
arrival  of  your  last  packet  from  Dromore  Ilouse,  accom- 
panied by  the  last  fasciculus  of  Grainger's  Poetical  Re- 
muns.  During  the  greater  part  of  that  time  I  have  been 
afflicted  with  a  serious  indisposition,  threatening  a  pul- 
monic affection,  which  weakened  me  exceedingly,  and 
rendered  me  incapable  of  the  exertion  of  writing.  I  am  now, 
I  thank  God,  considerably  better,  tliough  I  am  still  languid, 
and  have  an  habitual  feverishncas  that  never  leaves  me. 
1  have  deferred  the  performance  of  my  duty  to  your  Lord- 
ship, till  I  am  roused  from  the  languor  that  oppresses 
me,  and  called  away  by  Messrs.  Mundell  and  Son  from 
the  idleness  of  desultory  reading,  to  prepare  the  works  of 
Grainger  for  the  press.  The  death  of  Mr.  James  Mun- 
dell (me  successor  of  Foulis)  has  been  a  serious  loss  to 
me,  and  indeed  to  literature  in  general,  for  his  mind  was 
enlarged  beyond -the  mere  lucrative  views  of  his  profes- 
sion.  I  possess,  however,  the  confidence  of  his  relations, 
who  carry  on  the  printing  and  bookselling  business  here, 
and,  though  I  feel  the  want  of  his  active  and  liberal  co- 
operation, I  am  to  execute  the  extensive  plan  of  the  Lives 
of  the  British  Poets,  and  the  other  literary  undertakings 
he  left  unfinished.  They  begin  to  print  Grainger  next 
week.  The  Collection  is  calculated  to  make  two  volumes 
small  8vo.  like  Mrs.  Wesfs  Poems,  but  not  so  thick. 
The  '  Sugar  Cane,'  with  the  '  Life'  (which  is  not  yet 
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written),  will  make  the  first  volume.  As  yon  mention  no 
corrected  copy  existing,  I  believe  I  must  send  it  as  it 
■tanda  in  ttie  4to  edition.  Several  passages  want  illos- 
trationj  which  probably  yoa  can  ^ve,  not  to  be  used  as 
notes,  but  for  my  information.  B.  i.  1.  19,  '  AureUus,' 
the  Gtovemor  General, — who  is  meant?  1.  231-2,  where, 
when,  and  in  what  situation  did  he  live  in  Doraetahire  ? 
Who  are  meant  by  1.  329,  *  Amyntor  j'  1.  544, '  Christo- 
belle;*  1.  580,  'Mortanoj'  1.  607,  *Theodosia?'  B.  h. 
1,  23,  the  partimilars  of  his  intimacy  with  *  Shenstone  ?' 
Is  the  tale,  1.427,  founded  on  fact  ?  B.  in.  1.31,  'M***,' 
if  Colonel  Martyn  mentioned  in  the  preface?  1.  153, 
when,  where,  and  in  what  situation  did  he  live  in  Annan- 
dale!  1.  377j  comphment  to  Whitehead,  partJculars  of 
their  intimacy?  1.  463,  '  Avaro,'  who  is  meant?  1.  509, 
dieparticulars  of  his  intimacy  with  *  Johnson,'  *  Percy,' 
*  White,'  and  'Mrs.  Lennox.'  Who  is  'White?'  1.  514, 
is  *  Peeon's  son*  Armstrong  ?  if  so,  particulars  of  their  inti- 
macy? B.  IV.  1.  25,  *  Melvil!,'  I  suspected  to  mean 
Oeneral  MelviU,*  and  he  himself  admits  it.  Through  the 
kindness  of  my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Bochan,  the 
worthy  General  has  lately  honoured  me  with  his  corre- 
spondence, and  communicated  some  valuable  notices, 
highly  honourable  to  the  poet  and  himself,  and  very  flat- 
tering to  your  Ijordship.  The  miscellajieous  poems  are 
not  yet  arranged.  Does  your  Lordship  approve  of  a 
daastcal  airangement,  Odes,  El^es,  &c.  ?  I  beg  your 
advice.  Are  me  various  readings  to  be  printed,  or  only 
what  seems  best?  I  think  the  Epistle  can  give  no 
offence  to  the  Highlanders.  I  request  your  Lordship  to 
send  me  the  corrections  and  additions  you  can  furnish 
for  the  '  Life,'  as  soon  as  possible.  When  did  Mrs.  G. 
and  her  daughter  die  ?  to  whom  was  the  surviving  daugb~ 
ter  married  ?  where  does  she  live  ?  Dilate  a  little,  if  you 
please,  on  the  statements  of  BosweU,  and  favour  me  with 
your  remarks  on  the  controversy  with  Smollett,  men- 
tioned in  the  'Life'  I  sent  you.  I  suspect  he  was  a 
writer  in  the  Monthly  Review  at  the  time, — a  sufficient 
ground  of  quarrel.  Do  yon  know  any  of  his  contribu- 
tions, and  when  he  ceased  to  write  in  it?  Give  me  the 
history  of  his  '  Tibullus,'  of  bis  coadjutor,  Bonnel,  and 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBROT  COBHBSPONDRNCB.  95 

the  knonymons  traDBbtors  of  Orid'i  Ele^ea,  &c.    What 
became  of  Bourryan  f 

Dr.  Trail  called  upon  me  before  he  vent  to  Enriand, 
and  showed  me  the  spedmen  of  young  Cunningnam's 
poetry,  which  is  very  promising.  It  has  an  originat  ur, 
and  what  is  uncommon  in  the  productions  of  uneducated 
youth,  more  diatingnished  by  good  sense  than  exuberance 
of  fancy.  I  shall  be  bappy  to  hear  of  the  further  progress 
of  luB  mind  and  studies,  under  your  Lordship's  oenevo- 
lent  patronage. 

"  1  expect  with  impatience  the  appearance  of  '  Lord 
Surrey,*  and  the  fourth  volume  of  the  '  Reliques.' 

"  Mr.  Scott  has  resolved  to  extend  his  *  Minstrelsy  of 
the  Scottish  Border '  to  three  volumes.  The  first  is  nearly 
fiuiahed.  He  is  likewise  to  print  very  soon,  at  the  same 
press,  an  edition  of '  Sir  Tristram,'  from  a  MS.  in  the  Ad- 
vocates' Library.  In  England,  similar  exertions  are 
malciiig  to  bring  forward  the  metrical  romances. 

**Mr.  Park*  u  an  amiable,  ingenious,  and  accomplished 
nan,  of,  I  believe,  a  very  moderate  fortune.  He  is  author 
of  '  Sonnets  and  other  Poems,'  12mo,  179S}  and  is  the 
best  informed  in  our  old  poetical  literature  and  biography 
of  any  person  I  have  the  honour  to  correspond  with  in 
Enriand.  He  asusts  Ellis  in  his  'Specimens,'  Way's 
'  Fuilianx,'  and  the  '  Romances.' 

**Mr.  Jamieaon  is  preparing  his  collection,  and  is  anxious 
to  hear  from  your  Lordship, 

**  I  beg  leave  to  offer  your  Lordship  my  sincere  congra- 
tolations  on  the  maniage  of  your  daughter  t  into  the  noble 
family  of  Clanwilliam,  an  event  which  cannot  fail  to  add 
to  jour  domestic  felicity. 

"  I  am,  &c.  Ro,  Ahdbrson.'* 


"  Mr  Lord,  Hertof  b  Gmn,  Jnoe  IS,  ISOl. 

"  I  sent  a  i>retty  laree  packet  for  your  Lordship  a  con- 
siderable time  ago,  addressed  to  Mr.  Ercke,  of  the  War 
Office,  Dublin  Castle,  with  a  request  to  forward  it  to 
Dromore  House.    Although  I  hope  it  has  arrived  safely, 

•  Ht.  PukdM  It  Htupftnd,  Nor.  SG,  183S,  «ged  TS.  Sm  a  memoir 
•fhiw  ia  Gent.  Uag.  N.S.  Tid.  V.  p.  683. 

t  Tbe  Hod.  ■od  Rer.  Fierce  He«le  ww  lurried  April  6,  IBOli  to  BUu- 
bcth,  ToaagMtdaofMAT  o'  Bp.  Percj. 
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yet  I  feel  uneasy  about  it,  as  I  am  very  anxious  to  obtiun 
the  forgiveness  I  solicited  from  your  Lordship  for  the  delay 
that  happened  in  ray  sending  it,  and  desirous  to  receive 
from  you  the  information  I  want  respecting  the  life  and 
writings  of  Dr.  Grainger,  of  which  I  have  undertaken  to 
give  an  account  in  the  new  edition  of  his  Works,  now  far 
advanced  at  the  press.  Permit  me  therefore  to  beg  a  line 
from  your  Lordship  on  the  subject,  at  your  leisure,  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  proceed  in  my  task  with  as  little  delay 
as  jpoasible.  Besides  the  urgency  of  the  publishers,  which 
is  incessant,  I  have  a  reason  for  expediting  the  publica- 
tion that  concerns  myself;  as  I  expect,  about  the  end  of 
July,  some  friends  from  London  on  a  tour  in  Scotland, 
who  have  a  claim  upon  my  time  and  attention  here  and  in 
the  country,  which  is  indispensable, 

"  It  would  give  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  show  my  personal  veneration  for  your 
Lordship's  character,  by  obeying  your  polite  invita- 
tion to  Dromore  House,  and  presenting  you  with  my 
own  hand  the  collected  Works  of  your  deceased  friend. 
Your  name,  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  respect 
from  my  school-boy  days;  your  extensive  and  accu- 
rate  knowledge  of  ancient  and  modern  poetical  litera- 
ture, to  which  I  have  been  much  indebted  in  the  course 
of  my  studies ;  and  your  curious  and  valuable  library,  so 
rich  in  the  treasures  of  foreign  and  domestic  poetical  anti- 
quities, possess  attractions  which,  in  better  health  and 
more  convenient  circumstances,  would  be  irresistible.  Such 
a  visit  would  not  only  be  interesting  to  sensibility  and 
curiosity,  but  is  calculated  to  produce  biographic  and 
htcrary  impressions  of  the  highest  value.  The  conver- 
sation of  such  men  as  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Walker  would 
also  be  extremely  gratifying  and  instructive.  1  am  un- 
willing to  abandon  the  hope,  that,  when  Grainger  is  off  my 
hands,  and  other  indispensable  duties  are  performed,  it 
may  yet  be  in  my  power  to  pass  over  to  Ireland  tiiis 
summer. 

"The  first  volume  of  Grainger  is  nearly  finished.  I 
shall  proceed  through  the  second  as  well  as  I  can.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  difficuhy  that  attends  all  posthumous  pabU- 
cations,  and  that  they  should  never  appear  without  the 
authority  of  the  original  writers  or  their  judicious  sur- 
vivors, who  were  in  their  confidence,  and  zealous  for  their 
reputation. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBRCT   CORRESPONDENCE.  P7 

^  I  am  sorry  to  seem  importunate,  bat  I  cannot  help 
agaia  requesting  your  lordship  to  f&Tour  me  with  the  advice 
and  information  you  are  best  able  to  give  respecting  the 
several  difficulties  and  queiies  I  troubled  you  with  in  my 
last  at  your  first  conveniency.  From  a  hint  in  Hull's  letter, 
I  suspect  your  Lordship  furnished  the  Translations  from 
Ovid.  Dr.  Trail  called  upon  me  last  week,  and  is  perfectly 
well.  I  am,  my  lord,  with  great  respect,  your  lordship's 
faithful  servant, 

"  Ro.  Akdebbon. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  an  opportunity  of  a  private  conveyance 
which  I  have  long  waited  for,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  going 
from  this  place  to  Dublin,  who  takes  charge  of  this 
packet.  I  beg  your  Lordship's  acceptance  of  a  copy  of 
Miss  Bannerman's  Poems.  She  has  written  about  nine 
or  ten  tales  of  superstitition  and  chivalry." 

"  My  Lord,  Heriot'j  Qntu,  Ang.  1, 1801. 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  lordship's  most 
friendly  and  obliging  favour  of  the  20th  June,  with  your 
answer  to  my  queries  concerning  the  '  Sugar  Cane'  in  due 
course.  Every  letter  I  receive  lays  me  under  additional 
obligations  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  can  only  repay  with 
grateful  thanks.  My  acknowledgment  of  your  last  favour 
has  been  delayed  till  I  am  reminded  by  Dr.  Trail's  going 
to  Ireland  that  it  has  been  delayed  too  long.  For  some 
time  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  fix  the  day  of  my 
own  departure  from  this  place,  to  make  my  visit  to  Dro- 
more  House,  to  which  your  Lordship's  kind  invitation, 
renewed  in  the  most  liberal  and  friendly  terms,  made  me 
look  forward  with  very  great  pleasure.  While  any  hope 
remained  of  my  being  able  to  accomplish  it  I  was  un- 
willing to  trouble  your  Lordship  for  the  additional  in- 
formation you  can  give  concerning  the  life  and  writings  of 
Grainger.  I  now  fear,  my  Lord,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power,  at  this  time,  to  follow  my  inclinations,  which  have 
been  long  fixed  on  this  favourite  visit,  on  account  of  the 
pressure  of  temporary  business,  and  the  attention  I  owe 
to  the  necessary  duties  of  life.  A  visit  of  a  week  to  Lord 
Bachan,  at  Dryburgh  Abbey,  in  the  beginning  of  last 
month,  to  inspect  his  lordship's  literary  and  antiquarian 
collections,  and  to  see  the  '  Land  of  Song,*  and  several 
excarsions  I  have  since  made  in  this  neighbourhood  with 
vol..  VII.  H 
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tnyMflndf  Messrs.  Martbs  (three  sons  of  J.  Martin,  Esq. 
M.F.)  taid  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dsrke,  of  Woroestershire,  on 
their  way  to  the  Highlands,  hare  intermpted  my  attention 
to  Onunger,  and  delayed  the  publication  of  his  W<n^s. 
The  printers  are  teasing  me  to  go  on,  that  the  work  nunr 
be  finished,  and  I  am  desirous  to  pnt  it  otf  my  hands  ttiui 
aft  little  delay  as  possible ;  so  that  I  am  obliged  to  request 
your  Lordship  to  farour  me  with  that  information  in 
writing,  which  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  receiving 
iroin  yon  in  conversation.  In  giving  you  this  trouble^ 
which  might  have  been  spared,  I  do  not  wiah  it  to  be 
understood  that  t  despair  of  seeing  your  Lordship  this 
year,  for  1  cherish  the  fond  hope  that  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  present  Grainger's  Works  to  you  with  my  own 
nandjat  iJromore  House. 

**  The  parentage  and  birthplace  of  Grainger  are  in- 
volved in  some  obscurity.  General  Melvul  and  Dr. 
Wright  think  he  was  bom  in  Edinburgh.  Mr.  G.  Paton 
doubts  his  father  having  an  estate  in  Cumberland.*  I  had 
it  upon  the  authority  of  his  brother's  widow,  who  is  now 
dead,  I  hope  to  obtain  more  authentic  information 
respecting  the  early  part  of  his  life.  For  the  rest  I  hare 
great  rehance  ugwn  your  Lordship,and  beg  leave  to  mention 
particularly  my  unanswered  queries.  Your  answer  to  mv 
queries  on  the  '  Sugar  Cane'  will  be  very  useful ;  thongb 
in  some  particulars,  of  no  great  importance,  unsatis&- 
tory.  Every  particular  that  may  serve  to  illustrate  his 
persond  or  literary  history  will  be  acceptable.  The  text 
la  nearly  finished.  To  the  first  volume  I  Intend,  with 
the  assistance  of  Dr.  Wright,  to  add  a  Linntean  Catalogue 
of  the  West  India  Plants,  8tc.  With  some  hesitation  I 
have  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  others,  and  sent  the  £nig- 
mcnt  of  the  *  Fate  of  Capua'  to  the  press.  It  is  incorrect 
as  well  as  imperfect,  yet  it  has  passages  worth  preserving. 
It  is  the  last  article  in  the  second  volume,  which  is  rather 
small.  As  soon  as  I  am  favoured  with  your  Lordship's 
answer  I  shall  begin  to  prepare  the  Life,  sc.  Your  Lord- 
ship will,  I  hope,  permit  me  to  mention  my  obligations  to 
you  in  their  proper  place.  The  work,  indeed,  which  owes 
Its  existence  to  you,  might,  with  peculiar  propriety,  be 
inscribed  to  you.    I  hope  your  Translations  from  Ovid 

*  In  •  Utter  of  Gnlngv  to  hij  brother  in  Uw,  Mr.  Burt,  ba  onMNlj 
Mjt,  "  I  un  the  ion  of  ■  geatlemin  of  Combtt'liiid,  who  ml  rained  bj  hU 
mm  extntngaet,  Rud  that  et  hli  idrtt." 
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are  preMrred,  uid  will  b«  pren  to  tbe  world.  Tour  share 
in  the  '  'Hbullus'  I  tlways  Eidmired,  without  suspecting 
the  editor  of  '  The  Reliquei.'  Oa  my  ntum  ftota  the 
ooontr^  I  fotind  Dr.  Trul's  card,  (who  knew  Graingar  in 
the  West  Indies,  where  he  was  lat^  physician  to  the 
army,  and  is  a  warm  admirer  of  the  '  Sugar  Cane,*  and  is 
himaelf  an  excellent  botanist) ;  and  I  hasten  to  acquunt 
Mr.  Tytler,  who  wishes  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  his  Esiay, 
and  throngh  my  hands. 

"  I  am>  &C.  Ro.  Andsuoh." 


Dr.  Anderson  to  the  Rer.  Dr.  Trail. 

*<  DSAR  Sib,  H«rlot-i  Oraen,  Dea.  t,  IMI. 

**  A  few  minutes  after  I  bad  your  obliging  meisa^  h^m 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
NoTember  was  laid  on  my  table,  containing  Cunning- 
ham's Verses  '  On  tbe  Peace,'  of  which  it  announced  the 
^pearance. 

"  I  perused  this  effusion  of  untutored  genius  with  eager- 
nesa,  and  I  can  truly  say,  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfito- 
tion.  Although  it  has  some  weak  lines,  and  some  &ults 
of  style,  yct  it  bears  indubitable  marks  of  the  feeling  and 
imagination  of  a  poet,  and  exhibits  the  disposition  ^  the 
Biahop's  ingenious  proteg^  in  an  amiable  point  of  view. 

*'  Toung  Cunningham,  in  my  mind,  is  not  of  the  first 
order  of  genius }  but  when  be  has  attuned  to  taste,  and 
acquired  sufBdent  stull  in  veraification,  he  may  become 
an  elMant  and  reapectable  moral  poet. 

"  I  luiTe  a  oopy  of  Dr.  Grainger*!  £ssay  on  the  West 
India  Diseases,  which  makes  it  unnecessary  for  the  Bishop 
of  Dromore  to  send  over  bis  copv,  in  portions,  by  post,  i  u 
is  now  in  tiie  hands  of  my  wortny  friend  Dr.  Wnght,  for 
tbe  benefit  of  lus  notes  and  illuatratiuns,  which  he  is  well 
qonlified  to  give,  from  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
qiawtiT**  and  natural  history  of  the  West  Indies.  If  it  be 
not  appended  to  'The  Sugar  Cane,'  it  is  to  be  reprinted 
as  a  aeparate  pubhcation,  with  Dr.  Wright's  notes  and 
additions.' 

*'  I  shall  write  my  learned  and  venerable  correspondent 
in  a  few  days,  and  thankfully  avail  myself  of  his  polite 
offer  of  aooommodation  resjKcting  my  Irish  correspond- 
ence.   I  am,  &c.  no.  Amsuaoti." 

B3 
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Dr.  Anderson  to  the  Bishop  of  Dkouobb. 

"  My  Lord,  Henat'i  Oreen,  M>;  &,  1808. 

"  I  owe  your  Lordship  many  obhgations  for  your  last 
kind  favour,  and  the  useful  memorandums  that  accompa- 
nied it,  which  would  have  been  acknowledged  sooner,  if  I 
had  not  resolved,  at  your  su^estion,  to  lay  Grainger  aside 
till  you  come  to  England,  and  to  discontdnue  for  a  while 
to  trespass  farther  upon  your  kindness.  My  resolution 
was  turned  into  a  necessity  by  my  subsequent  indis- 
position, which  dispirited  me  exceedingly,  and  from 
which  I  am  but  imperfectly  recovered ;  haying  an  habitual 
feverishness  that  never  leaves  me,  and  a  repugnance  to 
take  up  the  pen  that  nothing  exceeds,  except  my  delight 
on  seeing  the  handwriting  of  a  friend,  and  my  satisfaction 
in  performing  a  necessary  duty.  By  the  kindness  of  Dr. 
IVail  I  was  enabled  to  assure  your  Lordship  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  your  packet,  and  to  acknowledge  the  satisfaction 
I  receivea  from  the  information  it  cont^ned  respecting 
several  particulars  I  was  desirous  to  know ;  and  his 
friendly  visits  afforded  me  opportunities,  from  time  to 
time,  of  receiving  accounts  of  yoiu"  health,  which  were  very 
satisfactory.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  a  few  lines 
to  your  Lordship,  in  unavoidable  baste,  by  the  worthy 
Doctor,  on  his  returning  to  Ireland,  to  accompany  a  copy 
of  Dr.  Grunger's  "  Essay  on  the  West  India  Diseases," 
which  he  obhgingly  takes  over  with  him,  for  your  accept- 
ance. On  looking  over  the  Advertisement  to  the  Essay, 
rour  Lordship  will,  I  hope,  be  satisfied  with  the  reasons 
have  given  for  reprinting  it  in  a  separate  form.  General 
MelvtU  has  expressed  his  approbation  in  the  most  flat- 
tering manner,  and  thinks  Dr.  Wright's  Notes  a  valuable 
addition.  I  speak  of  the  Advertisement  as  my  own,  he< 
cause  it  was  wholly  written  by  me,  though  signed  by  Dr. 
Wright,  who,  at  my  request,  wrote  the  Notes  in  an  inter- 
leaved copy  of  the  Essay  belonging  to  me.  As  the  idea 
of  reprinting  it,  though  in  another  manner,  originated 
with  your  Lordship,  I  could  not,  in  the  character  of  the 
Editor,  ^ve  the  history  of  the  publication,  correctly, 
without  mentioning  your  name.  The  Doctor,  Uke  me, 
gave  his  assistance  gratuitously,  receiving  from  the  pub- 
lishers only  a  few  presentation  copies,  which  were  so  dis- 
tributed as  to  serve  as  an  announcement  of  the  pubUca- 
tion,  in  London,  Liverpool,  &c. 

"Although  the  publishers  suffer  some  loss  by  the  delay 
of  the  publication  of  Grainger's  Poems,  yet  they  wait  very 
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willingly  till  it  be  convenient  for  me  to  furnish  them  with 
the  Account  of  his  Life,  and  such  additions  to  the  poeby 
as  ^our  Iiordship's  diligence  may  yet  procure.  Of  seven 
BTDctes  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  European  Ma- 
02ine,  vol.  XXXIV.  Sept.  1 798,  in  the  handwriting  of 
Grainger,  Nos.  5  and  6,  intituled,  "  The  Imperfect  Re- 
treat," and  "  Love,  an  Ode,"  have  not  yet  appeared  in 
that  Miscellany.  The  application  which  your  Lordship 
has  been  so  good  as  to  say  you  will  make  to  the  Editor 
respecting  them,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  procure  either  their 
being  printed  immediately  in  the  Magazine,  or  communi- 
cated for  the  use  of  the  edition,  if  you  think  they  have 
sufficient  merit  for  that  purpose- 

"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  my  inquiries 
concerning  the  birthplace  and  family  of  the  poet  have 
been  unsuccessful.  A  friend  of  mine  in  Dunse,  himself  an 
elegant  poet,  inspected  carefully  the  parish  register  from 
1719  to  1731,  but  found  no  vestige  of  the  name  or  family 
of  Grunger.  His  inquiries  concerning  the  residence  of 
his  father  in  that  place  have  been  equally  fruiUess.  No- 
body seems  ever  to  have  heard  of  him,  and  yet  Mrs.  W. 
Grainger's  information,  which  is  given  in  the  printed  I^e, 
and  copied  into  the  new  edition  of  the  Biographical  Diction- 
ary ,assigns  Dunse  the  honour  of  his  birthplace.  His  brother, 
Mr.  W.  Grainger,  was  of  the  qualified  Episcopal  Church, 
probably  from  education ;  in  which  case  his  father,  being 
an  Episcopalian,  would  not  record  the  names  of  his  chil- 
dren m  the  baptismal  register  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Does  your  Lordship  recollect  whether  Grainger  was 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England, 
or  a  Dissenter,  at  the  time  he  resided  in  London? 
The  speUing  of  the  name  with  an  i  is  Scottish ;  but 
unfortunately  no  person  of  tiie  name  existing  in  Scotland 
claims  any  relation  to  the  family  of  the  poet.  I  have 
yet,  however,  hopes  of  obtaining  more  satisfactory  in- 
formation. I  suspected  Granger's  writing  in  the  Monthly 
Keview,  from  the  style  of  Smolletf  s  attack,  of  which  it 
might  be  the  principal  cause.  Does  your  Lordship  know 
of  any  other  ?  I  wish  to  see  his  '  Letter  to  Smollett,'  but 
cannot  procure  a  sight  of  it  here.  I  should  be  obliged  by 
having  your  Lordship's  opinion  of  the  controversy,  and  of 
my  statement  of  it  in  the  Life  of  Smollett.  He  appears 
to  have  been  in  Italy  previous  to  1756;  and  his  subse- 
quent connection  with  Mr.  Bourrysn.  I  know  not  in  what 
cspadty  he  explored  the  continent:    as  an  inquisitive 
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phrsidan,  or  a  trBvelluig  tutor  ?  Roialmda,  to  wfaam  his 
'  El^es  from  Italy*  are  addreised,  wm  probablf  a  real, 
not  a  fancied  mistreii.  In  the  WeatminBter  MasBsine 
for  Decatnber  1773,  the  story  of  his  marriage  is  tola  with 
drenmatances  afterwards  retracted  by  the  writer.*  Did 
your  Lordship's  '  Vindication '  of  Mr.  Grainger  appear  in 
that  pablicabon,  or  where  ?t  As  the  lively  and  agree- 
able, though  Tun  and  orednlons  biography-  of  Johnson^ 
was  your  Lordship's  friend,  I  must  request  your  advice 
respecting  the  beat  manner  of  correcting  his  misrepre- 
aentationi  on  thia  delicate  point.  I  wish  also  to  oMm 
i||our  account  of  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  recit«. 
tion  of  the  ludicrous  passage  in  *  The  Sugar  Cane.'  INd 
the  Homeric  imitation  occur  in  the  first  sketches  of  the 
poem  transmitted  to  you  ?  Who  were  present  at  the 
reading?  and  what  the  process  observed  in  correcting  it? 
I  r^ret  that  Boswell's  tattle  has  made  it  neceaaaiy  to 
mention  such  a  trifling  circumstance.  Your  Lordship 
willj  I  trust,  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  you  on  account  of 
my  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  the  character  of  Oraingo*. 
On  your  Lordship's  coming  over  to  England  this  sum- 
mer, I  shall  expect  to  be  favoured,  at  your  convenience, 
with  the  information  contained  in  the  collection  of  his 
Letters  in  your  possession,  which  will,  I  hope,  clear  up 
many  obscurities  of  his  life.  I  shall  then  ne  enabled 
to  put  the  preliminary  matter  off  my  hands,  and  the  work 
will  be  completed.  I  beg  leave  to  recur,  at  this  tame,  to  m 
wish  I  expressed  some  time  ago,  but  which  your  Lord- 
ship's attention  to  more  important  business  has  made 
you  overlook,  to  inscribe,  with  your  permission,  the  Work, 
undertaken  at  your  suggestion  and  completed  by  your 
assistance,  to  you.    I  am  fully  aware  of  the  delicacT  of 

For  Lordship^s  situation,  and,  upon  mature  reflection, 
am  convinced  that  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in  my 
showing  my  respect  for  you  in  a  place  that  calls  for  die 
assooation  of  your  name  with  that  of  Qreinger,  your 
beloved  friend,  a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  virtaie. 
"  The  Ijfe  of  Goldsmith,  which  your  Lordship  re- 
commended to  my  notice,  has,  I  presume,  been  improved 
by  your  information.     Who  is  the  writer  ?§    I  am  in  poi' 

•  In  tbe  Nimbei  lor  Ju.  17T4>  p.  32. 

f  Id  the  VUtelwU  BTeniiv  Fort,  ThBndar  Jin. , .  Ml*. 

t  Hr.  BonrcO. 

S  BuiBri  Bow,  wq.  wu  th«  sditor  of  0«M«Ub't  KlanlUaagm  Woriui 
1801.  HediedDccSl,  18M,  andS;.  8aeUt.Ai>.  lU.  SBT.  Lit,  lilM- 
tnUoM,  rl.  9B3. 
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letnon,  by  tbe  Idndnesi  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  lome  valaable 
Bommmucaliong  &om  Ireland  respecting  Qoldamith'a 
fuoilvi  &c> 

"  Lord  Woodhoaadie  (Mr.  Fraser  Tytler]  ww  nnioh 
gntified  by  your  Lordahip'a  good  withes  on  hia  advancs^ 
meat  to  a  seat  on  the  Bench.  By  a  private  conveyance 
ba  nnt  for  your  acceptance  hia  '  Kssay  on  Petrarch,'  and 
'Unirenal  History-' 

"  Mr.  Walter  Seott  desired  Cadell  and  Daviea  to  forwmrd 
■  am  of  the  *  Minstrelay  of  the  Saittiah  Border'  to  yoor 
Lordship,  which  I  hope  you  have  received. 

"  I  aent  you,  by  Dr.  Trail,  a  number  of  the  '  Monitenr,' 
on  aeeount  of  a  notice  in  it  tliat  concerns  you ;  and  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Hay  Pnimmond's  '  Verses,'  which  I  assisted  in 
brin|iog  forvsrd  under  that  modest  title.  You  have  sem 
tlie '  Conplaynt  of  Scotland,'  and  I  should  be  obliged  by 
your  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  my  young  friend  has 
perfonned  hia  taaM  Dr.  Trail  likes  '  The  Godly  Ballads, 
&G,'  which  I  believe  are  accurately  edited ;  the  prehmi- 
oary  nuttter  requires  great  indulgence.  I  see  Mrs.  West 
hu  pabU^ied  *  Letters  on  Education ;'  but  I  have  not 
bad  an  ojqKNrtunity  of  reading  them.  Mr.  Park  will  pr&- 
MtA  your  lionUhip  tlie  book  from  which  he  made  the 
biDscripts,  on  your  arrival  in  London. 

"  I  BID,  &C.  Ro.  AKDBRaOH." 

"  Mt  Lost),  Heriofi  Green,  Jtlj  S,  1803. 

"  I  am  apprehensive  that  tbe  time  which  has  elapsed 
nnce  I  had  tbe  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Lordship's 
ncaeaiive  favours  of  the  3d  and  6tb  of  uut  month,  may 
have  made  me  appear  negligent  or  insenBible  to  the  honour 
uid  kindness  you  have  done  me  by  your  obliging  invita- 
tion to  Dromore  House,  and  your  friendly  anxiety  on 
•cconnt  of  my  health.  Although  the  silence  I  have  ol>- 
KTVed  has  been  I  confess  too  long,  yet  I  can  aay  vith 
truth  that  I  have  not  ceased  for  a  single  moment  to  reflect 
on  yov  Lordship's  kindness  with  gratitude  and  sensibi- 
Utj,  nor  discontinued,  for  a  siugle  day,  to  meditate  on  the 
joDrney  you  planned  for  me,  in  the  most  obliging  and 
flattering  manner  imaginable,  in  order  to  arrange  my 
nattai  ao  as  to  enable  me  to  undertake  it  with  aa  little 
inoonveoienoe  and  delay  ai  possible. 

"  After  some  fluctuation  of  purpose,  occasioned  chiefly 
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by  my  invalidism,  I  now  think  I  cannot  better  express 
the  obligation  I  feel  on  account  of  your  Lordship's  friendly 
attention,  and  especially  the  kindness  that  prompted  you 
to  mention  among  the  mducements  to  my  leaving  home, 
the  infirm  state  of  my  health,  than  by  &ankly  oluming 
the  privilege  you  have  given  me  to  partake  of  the  hospi- 
tality of  Droroore  House,  and,  by  exchanging  for  a  while 
the  atmosphere  of  Auld  Reekie  for  the  fine  air  of  Down- 
shire,  try  to  invigorate  my  relaxed  nerves,  and  find  relief 
from  my  uneasy  languor,  and  an  habitual  feverishness 
that  never  leaves  me. 

"  If  this  note  is  fortunate  enough  to  find  your  I<ord- 
ship  at  home  and  disengaged,  about  the  middle  or  end  of 
this  month,  I  propose  to  set  out  on  my  journey  to  Dro- 
more  House]  on  or  about  the  I4th  inst.,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  reach  Dromore  on  or  about  the  20th  of  the  month, 
by  the  way  of  Port  Patrick. 

"  I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  before  said,  and  now 
feel,  of  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  with  which  I  look 
forward  to  the  time,  so  near  at  hand,  when  I  shall  enjoy 
the  conversation  of  the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  whose  cha- 
racter I  so  highly  esteem  and  venerate,  and  from  whom  I 
have  received  so  many  proofs  of  kind  regard  in  the  course 
of  a  correspondence  which  has  been  continued  for  several 
years,  with  much  honour  and  advantage  to  me.  I  am, 
with  sincere  esteem,  respect,  and  veneration,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  faithful  servant,  Ro.  Andbbson." 

"  My  Lord,  Heriot'e  Green,  Julj  29,  IBOS. 

"  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  your  Lordship's  kind 
favour  of  the  lOth  inst.  two  days  before  I  was  to  set  out 
on  my  journey  to  Ireland ;  so  that  I  was  able  to  defer  my 
departure  till  after  the  27th,  with  perfect  readiness.  I  am 
extremely  indebted  to  your  Lordship's  attention;  for  I 
am  sensiole  that  my  visit  to  you  at  the  time  of  the  Pri- 
mate's visitation  must  have  proved  inconvenient  to  you, 
and  very  unpleasant  and  mortifying  to  me.  By  ditferring 
my  departure,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  obeying  your  Lord- 
ship's wishes,  and  of  devoting  eight  days  to  my  Mend  Mr. 
Jervis,*  Lord  Wycombe's  tutor,  and  Dr.  Kippis's  suc- 
cessor, on  his  way  to  visit  the  Western  Islands  and  High- 
lands, with  two  Germans,  who  arrived  here  the  same  day 

*  The  Ser.TbomuJervu  died  Aog.  31,  1933,  >ged  85.  Of  tliu  emiiMt 
diMentiiig  diTiiK,  u  «xcelleiit  memoir  irill  ba  found  in  Gait.  Mu.  cm. 
U.  370. 
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that  your  letter  reached  me.  I  am  eully  discouraged^  yet 
I  hare  nothing  to  regret,  except  tlie  prc^ess  of  the  sea- 
son, that  must  shorten  my  stay  in  Ireland,  and  the  loss  of 
an  agreeable  travelling  companion,  who  vent  without  me ; 
though  that  may  yet  be  supplied  by  a  gentleman  of  this 
place  going  to  Dubhn. 

"  I  now  propose  to  set  out  on  my  journey  to  Dromore 
House  on  Uie  SIst  inst.,  or  at  latest  on  the  2d  of  August, 
by  the  direct  way  to  Portpatrick,  without  passing  through 
ula^w,  where  I  might  be  detained. 

"  In  the  near  prospect  of  showing  my  respect  to  yonr 
Lordship,  where  I  am  most  desirous  to  see  you,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  the  fears  I  have  of  being  self-obtrusive, 
and  of  intimating  that  my  visit  may  not  in  the  smallest 
d^ree  prevent  your  attention  to  any  necessary  business  or 
daty.  I  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  veneration,  your 
Wdship's  most  futhful  servant,  Ro.  Anderson." 


"  Mv  Lord,  Ecde.  Street,  Oct.  Ut,  1802. 

"  Amidst  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  going  every  where, 
and  of  seeing  every  thing  worth  seeing,  and  of  conversing 
with  every  body  worth  knowing  in  this  city,  I  take  up  the 
pen,  with  great  pleasure,  to  discharge  some  part  of  the  im- 
mense debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  your  Lordship  for  the  un- 
wearied kindness  you  shewed  me  during  my  long  residence 
at  Dromore  House.  At  present  I  must  content  myself 
with  making  you  a  hasty  and  imperfect  acknowledgment, 
an  inadequate  expression  of  my  feelings ;  having  to  thank 
you  ^rticularly  for  introducing  me  to  the  acquaintance  of 
Dr.  Campbell,  of  Newry,  and  of  Sir  Richard  Musgrave, 
Mr.  Ledwich,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  of  this  place,  from  all  of 
whom  I  have  experienced  the  most  friendly  and  flattering 
attentions  imaginable.  I  went  directly  to  St.  Valeri,  with- 
out stopping  at  Dublin,  and  delivering  your  letters,  where 
I  spent  ten  days  very  agreeably  in  the  sodety  of  a  very 
anuable  and  interesting  circle  of  friends.  St.  Valeri*  is  de- 
lightfully situated  at  Uie  confluence  of  three  rivers,  near 
the  entrance  to  the  Dargle,  about  a  mile  from  Bray,  oppo- 
iite  to  the  two  Sugar  Loaves,  the  most  beautiful  mountains 
in  Wicklow.  The  grounds,  which  do  not  exceed  eight 
acres,  are  laid  out  with  great  taste.  The  lawn  before  the 
bouse,  doping  to  the  river,  was  laid  out  this  year  in  wheat, 

*  Tbe  teat  of  Joteph  Cooper  Walker,  uq. 
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for  the  pnrpoM  of  wno  further  uDwoTMnflpL  Tbe  Utmir 
13  e>n  el^Dtsnii  spacious  roonit  veil  Med  with*  jadiooDi 
election  of  books  in  »11  the  depaitmenlj  of  claMtcal  ud 
polite  literature'  Mr.  Walker  accoospamed  me  to  Dablin 
on  Thursday  sen'nigbt,  and  oontinues  to  shew  me  onwM* 
ried  attention,  almost  beyond  his  ability,  I  lire  with  him  at 
bia  brother's  bouse,  who*«  carriage  is  constantly  at  our 
service.  He  is  one  of  tbe  vorthieit  of  tsen,  with  a  taind 
highly  Gultirsted.  I  regret  our  muiiing  tbe  Proroat (moor 
way  to  town.  My  attention,  however  little,  to  litentUTe) 
has  procured  me  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Kirmn,  Dr. 
Hill,  General  ValUocBy,  Mr.  Preston,  I>r.  Rjwi,  and  nwy 
ntiier  learned  and  ingeoioua  m«n,  and  invitation!  firom  Mr. 
Latouche,  of  BeUevue,  Countess  of  Moira,  and  Q&.tn, 
which  I  have  been  obliged  to  dadioe,  aa  I  expeot  to  uU 
for  Scotland  to-monrow  or  next  day.  Mr.  Liadwicb  baa 
afforded  me  ranch  valuable  information ;  but  I  have  not 
yet  seen  Beauford.  I  saw  your  god-child,  lookiiig  well, 
and  the  mother  perfectly  youthful  and  lovely.  General 
Vallancey  shewed  me  every  thing  in  the  collection  of  the 
Dublin  Society,  attended  me  through  the  Botanic  Oarden, 
and  presented  me  with  their  publicationsj  and  the  proof 
sheets  of  bis  Dictionary,  itself  a  large  volume.  He  is  in 
weeable  man,  and  ought  to  confine  bis  exertione  to  tiie 
DubUn  Society,  which  are  useful  and  laudable,  Sir  Bicb- 
ard  *  shewed  me  the  country  around  Dublin*  and  has  pre- 
sented me  with  a  copy  of  his  History,  with  a  very  fnendly 
and  flatteiing  insciiption.  J  am  much  indebted  to  hit 
polite  attention.  Lloyd  I  like  very  much,  but  I  have  not 
room  for  particulars.  Remember  me,  in  the  kindest 
manner  to  Mrs.  Percy,  and  believe  me,  my  Lord,  alwayi 
yours  Mtbfolly, 

*^  The  kindness  I  have  experienced  here  is  inexpresaible. 
The  presents  of  books  and  pampblets  from  authors,  edi- 
tors, &c.  fill  two  large  boxes. 

"  Mr.  Walker  desires  his  best  respects  to  yooi*  Lord- 
ship, and  begs  you  would  lend  him  a  transcript  of  Harvey's 
MS.  Notoa  relative  to  Spenser,  for  die  use  of  Todd,  ttwt 
is,  aocfa  as  are  not  printed  by  Malone." 
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"  Mr  LOKD^  HhM'i  GfMB,  K«r.  f ,  1S03. 

"When  I  wrote  to  yoor  Lordthip  trom  I)ublin  I  ex- 
pected to  nil  for  Scotiaod  the  day  following.  The  *p- 
jffoedi  (^  the  atonny  seaaon  warned  me  to  depart,  but  I 
TU  detained  by  Tariout  unavoidable  obataolei  and  engage* 
meBte  till  the  lOtb  of  October. 

"  I  had  a  very  pleaaant  and  eipeditioufl  passage  to  Salt* 
eoett  in  thirty  hours,  with  a  smooth-water  wind  firora  the 
lud  all  the  way.  liie  pleaaure  of  my  short  voj^ga  waa 
mneb  enhanced  by  the  fineneta  of  the  weatherj  which  gare 
DW  an  opportunity  of  aeeing  the  bay  and  mty  of  Oublia 
ud  the  adjacent  country  glittering  to  the  morning  aun ;  a 
Kne  of  unparalleled  beauty  and  magnifioenoe.  I  had 
enjoyed  the  aame  scene  before  with  Sir  Richard  Maa- 
^Tc,  in  a  morning  ride  to  Clontarf  j  but  the  view  from 
tlti  fa»  waa  infinitely  aapetior,  I  apent  a  few  dava  with 
Ot.  Wodrow  at  Stevenaton,  and  Protiessor  Kdurdson  at 
QUagow,  where  I  met  Prince  Ruapoli,  the  new  Grand 
Abater  of  Malta,  and  on  the  16th  waa  h^ipily  re-united 
*itll  my  family,  after  an  abaenoe  of  eleven  weeks,  for 
'rioA  I  duly  acknowledge  the  kindneaa  of  Providence. 
I  fear,  uy  Lord,  I  cannot  juitly  aay  that  my  health  has 
beea  benefited  by  leaving  home ;  but  I  can  aay,  with  pride 
tuA  pleaaure,  that  my  exenralon  haa  been,  in  every  other 
napcot,  hwbly  gratimng  and  uaeful.  I  left  the  hoepitable 
thwe  of  Ireland, "the  Kni^wtM  Queen  of  Isles,"  with  a 
^  of  regret,  in  leavii^  many  learned,  ingenioua,  wtd  es- 
timable fhends  whom  I  will  never  see  more.  I  here  apend 
By  days,  without  the  hope  of  ever  again  visiting  Promore 
Utnue }  but  the  woodlands,  the  groves,  and  the  meadows, 
which  I  Utety  trod  with  you,  are  associated  in  my  mind 
vith  the  recollection  of  many  instaucea  of  peraonal  kind- 
'Kta,  and  many  topics  of  instructive  conversation,  which  I 
Till  remember  as  long  aa  I  can  remember  any  thing, 
'Ruiisnot  thepUce,  nor  the  time,forme  tospeakofyou, 
W  1  request  your  Iiordship  will  have  the  goodness  to 
niaks  my  acknowledgments  of  the  amiable  condncension 
ud  polite  attention  of  Mrs.  Percy  as  acceptable  to  her  as 
poanW 

"  "nie  lawyera,  phyaioians,  and  clergymen  I  met  with  in 
DaUh  an  not  inferior  to  the  sauM  cUaaea  of  men  in  Bri- 
^t  batth«maas<^  the  inbabitanta,  even  those  of  rank 
uid  fcftone^  seem  mora  diBtuigaisbed  by  en  MoeaaiTe 
^Uty,  ostentatiousuess,  and  Inzury.    Thers  u  little 
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taste  For  elegant  amusements ;  even  the  theatre  is  n^- 
tected,  except  when  a  celebrated  player  appears.  My  kind 
friend  Walker  would  have  introduced  me  to  the  Provost; 
but  I  did  not  like  to  owe  my  introduction  to  him  after 
being  at  Dromore  House.  Mr,  Beauford  is  so  strangely 
shy  of  strangers  that  Mr.  Ledwich  could  never  bring  aim 
to  see  me.  I  have,  however,  got  a  publisher  and  a  good 
price  for  his  MS.  and  wrote  Mr.  Ledwich  to  that  purpose 
a  few  days  ago.  I  have  a  packet  from  Sir  Richanl  Mus- 
grave,  containing  some  papers  for  publication  in  the  News- 
papers and  Magazines,  which  I  shall  attend  to.  I  deured 
Mr.  Ramsay  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  paper.     I  think 

rou  will  be  gratified  with  Mr.  Hay  Drummond's  sonnet, 
found  it  on  my  table  at  my  return,  Mr.  Boyd  has  done 
himself  and  me  honour  in  a  poem  addressed  to  me  after  I 
left  Newry,  which  I  suppose  you  have  seen.  Miss  Stewart 
has  praised  the  banslator  of  Dante  in  strains  equal  to  his 
own.  I  have  heard  from  Dr.  Trail ;  he  is  well.  I  gave  Mr. 
Hay  Drummond  one  of  the  prints,  which  he  values  highly. 
I  request  you  would  send  one  to  Joe  Walker.  I  pn>- 
mised  to  make  the  request  for  him.  I  have  been  much 
hurried,  and  have  not  yet  taken  up  Grainger ;  but  will  do 
it  immediately.  I  beg  the  favour  of  a  line  firom  you  con- 
cerning your  health,  occupations,  and  amusements. 

"  I  am  under  obUgations  to  the  Dublin  authors,  editors, 
&c.  for  their  publications,  which  filled  two  large  boxes. 
Vallancey  alone  gave  me  nearly  a  score,  Transactions  of 
the  Dublin  Society,  County  Surveys,  &c.  Preston,  a 
learned,  ingenious,  and  classical  poet,  is  printing  a  version 
of  Apollonius  Rhodius,  with  two  volumes  of  Disserta- 
tions and  Notes. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  ever, 

"  R.  Anderson." 


Lady  Dalryuple  (widow  of  Lord  Hailes)  to  Bp.  Pebcv. 

"  My  Lord,  Newhsiles,  lOth  Not.  IBOS. 

"  Your  Lordship's  letter  of  so  old  a  date  as  the  ISth 
of  September  only  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  owing 
to  my  having  been  from  home,  and  to  some  mistakes  in 
the  method  of  transmitting  it  to  me ;  this  will  account  to 
your  Lordship  for  my  seeming  neglect,  and  I  shall  not  be 
quite  easy  till  I  know  that  you  have  received  and  accepted 
my  apology. 
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"  I  am  no  stranger  to  the  friendship  that  subsisted 
between  your  Lordship  and  my  husband.  I  have  often 
heart!  him  mention  it  with  pleasure,  and  also  your  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  Popular  Scottish  Poetry. 
There  are,  I  know,  a  good  many  letters  of  yours  to  Lord 
Hailes  preserved,  which  shall  certainly  be  transmitted  to 
Dr.  Anderson,  according  to  your  Lordship's  directions,  a^ 
soon  as  the  person  who  arranged  the  letters  returns  from 
England,  where  he  now  is,  but  will  undoubtedly  be  in 
Edinburgh  (in  this  neighbourhood)  in  a  few  days, 

"  I  believe  it  is  the  wish  of  many  of  Lord  Hailes's 
fiiends,  that  a  complete  collection  of  his  publications 
should  be  made,*  as  well  as  some  account  of  bis  life  given ; 
the  first  I  dare  say  will  be  accomplished,  but  with  regard 
to  the  last  I  am  more  doubtful,  as  there  are  none  of  his 
fanuly  now  alive  who  can  afford  any  assistance  as  to  dates 
or  anecdotes  of  his  early  life,  always  looked  for  in  such 
pnbhcations.  I  trust,  however,  that  his  literary  labours, 
when  put  together,  will  prove  fully  to  the  world  what 
were  his  grand  objects  in  life,  the  cause  of  religion,  virtue, 
and  learning,  consequently  the  happiness  of  all  mankind. 

"  If  your  Lordship  has  happened  to  preserve  any  of 
Lord  Hules's  letters,  that  you  think  may  be  of  use  in 
■ssisBng  any  attempt  that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  give 
some  account  of  his  life.  Miss  Dalrymple  and  I  will  take 
it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  will  transmit  them  to  ns  at 
your  leisure.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordship's 
roost  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  Helen  Dalrymple." 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Bp.  Percy. 

"  Mt  Lord,  Heriot'a  Green,  Dec.  IG,  ISOS. 

"  I  am  much  flattered  and  obliged  by  the  last  token  I 
received  of  your  Lordship's  friendly  remembrance.  For- 
give me  for  any  appearance  of  inattention  in  my  having 
delayed  tlie  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  have  had  much  incli- 
naUon,but  little  power  for  correspondence;  fori  have  been 
often  unwell,  and  much  hampered  by  temporary  business. 
I  have  even  shamefully  neglected  to  send  your  Lordship 
the  inclosed  letter  from  Lady  Dalrymple.  I  avail  myself 
of  an  envelope  from  one  of  your  members,  sojourning 
here,  to  forward  it;  and  here  transcribe  the  following  sen- 

*  Lord  HuIm'i  Worki  hare  nerer  been  pabljitied  in  a  collected  form. 
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tflnoe  firmn  Lkdy  D,'i  Letter  to  m«  for  your  Lofdifaip'i 
information. 

" '  LmIt  Dalrymple  pifeiomea  Dr.  Andcnoti  is  faHj 
acqwdDt«a  with  the  subject  of  tbt  letter,  and  asstiies  bim, 
that,  as  Booa  aa  the  genUeman  who  arnmsed  Lord  Uailei* 

Eipera  returns  ttom  a  jaunt  in  which  he  &  at  present)  ill 
ishop  Perey'i  letters  that  have  been  found  shall  be  traiu- 
mitted  to  Dr.  Anderson.'  Her  Ladyship  ha»  not  ytt 
trananitted  anv  letters  to  me. 

"  'With  Lord  Woodhouselie's  letter  before  me,  acknow* 
ledging  the  receipt  of  the  present  I  sent  him,  I  am 
tempted  to  transcribe  the  following  passage  i — *  I  retom 
you  many  thanks  for  the  portrait  of  onr  exoallent  and 
much  valued  friend  the  Bishop  of  Dromore }  and  for  the 
Yetse*  on  the  Death  of  Dr.  Johnson,  which,  conndefiag 
the  early  age  at  which  they  were  composed,  are  Toy 
remarkable.  It  gives  me  high  pleasure  to  know  that  I 
am  kindly  remembered  by  a  character  so  emmently 
respectable  and  deserving.  I  am  proud  of  his  esteem, 
and  2  annex  the  highest  value  to  nts  friendship.'  It  ii 
highly  gratifying  to  me  to  have  to  transmit  sentiments  of 
reciprocal  esteem  between  two  friends  I  valne  so  much  as  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore  and  Lord  Woodhouselie.  Your  Lord- 
ship may  he  assured,  that  I  did  not  miss  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  conveying  to  Lord  WoodhouseUe  your  invitation 
to  Dromore  House,  to  meet  Lord  Redesdale ;  but  1  have 
not  seen  him  since,  for  this  is  session  time.  The  last  time 
I  saw  him  he  expressed  a  strong  wish  that  your  Lordship 
would  take  Edinburgh  in  your  way  to  England,  to  give 
him  and  your  friends  here  the  pleasure  of  showing  yoo 
their  respect.  In  my  Mend's  wish  I  do  most  coimlly 
join,  for  myself  and  oUiers. 

"  I  have  had  no  answer  from  Mr.  Ledwich  relative  to 
Beauford's  Essay.  1  hope  he  is  not  offended  at  my  zeal 
to  bring  it  forward.  I  acquiesce  in  the  jusdce  of  your 
Lordship's  censure  of  my  Scotticisms,  and  feel  much  Ot- 
tered by  your  favourable  opinion  of  my  Preface.  I  am 
revising  them  with  slow  haste,  and  beg  the  favour  of  yonr 
Lordstup's  corrections  and  additions.  The  printers  ire 
busy,  and  do  not  begin  Orainger  till  after  Christmu. 
Where  is  your  Lordship's  Answer  to  the  Account  of 
Orainger  in  the  Westminster  Magazine  to  be  found  ?*    I 

•  la  Ih*  WUtsblO  SmlK  Port,  Ihwi^  tai. ..  1771. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


VnOT  OOMBflTOMOBKCB.  Ill 

btf  mf  best  iwpecti  to  Mm.  Percy  lad  to  Dr.  Pucy.  I 
nn  aCmid  of  over-mighty  and  niBst  oondode.  I  ahaU 
write  agutl  soon.    1  fttn,  my  Lord, 

"  YooTB  ftffeGtionBta]y> 

^  Ro.  Andbbbon.'* 


**  Mt  DBAR  LoKD,  Beriofi  Qma,  H«r  lltt,  1803. 

**  I  am  indebted  to  your  Lctfdihip  for  yout  rery 
firini^y  ^Mter  to  ne^  of  »  dittwit  date,  fiw  which  I  omd 

ra  u  iclmowladgbient  at  tiie  tune,  Init  I  defaired  it  till 
should  have  something  n«v  or  important  to  commu- 
Ai«Me,  which  might  be  more  acceptable  than  the  ri^tition 
of  isy  cordial  thanks  for  yoar  oontlntied  kindnesses,  and 
for  yoor  fHendly  confidenco  In  my  attacbmflnt  and  atten* 
tion  to  any  thing  that  meets  your  regard. 

**  I  expected  some  literary  ooctirrence  would  afford  me 
an  early  opportunity  of  performing  my  duty  to  your 
Lordahip  in  an  acceptable  manner.  It  »  not  neoessary 
to  nmind  one  of  your  experience,  how  often,  at  almost 
every  torn  in  life,  we  are  disappointed  of  some  pleamre, 
and  dragged  away  from  something  t^pveable^  and  chained 
down  to  someUung  piunfol  to  our  feelings.  Such  has 
been  my  rituation. 

**  I  miMed  not  an  opportunity  I  owed  to  the  kindness 
of  Dr.  Trail,  of  sending  your  Lordship  some  literary 
tridea  for  yoar  amusement,  by  Mr.  Macartney ;  and  I 
flaaigned  you  a  letter  by  Uie  post,  to  announce  a  larger 
parul,  which  1  bad  an  opportunity  of  sending,  soon  after, 
in  « Itale  tot  Mr.  Gilbert,  ixwbKller,  In  Dnbhn,  to  be  for- 
warded by  a  safe  convffyance  to  Dromore  House. 

"  At  that  time  I  caught,  as  I  thought,  a  common  cold, 
a  dieordff  to  which  my  flimsy  constitution  is  extremely 
liable  in  the  winter,  which  did  not  yield  to  tihe  usnd 
remedies,  and  was  followed  by  a  tedious,  feverish  indisposi- 
tion, on  which  the  influenza  supervened,  and  laid  me  up 
aeveirely,  and  debilitated  and  dispirited  me  so  exceedin^y 
an  to  render  me  incapable  of  attending  to  any  kind  of 
buinesa,  not  even  the  indolent  occupations  ot  reading 
and  writing. 

**  I  am  now  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  go  into  town, 
though  I  fed)  at  this  moment  in  some  d^ree,  the  lassitude 
ffid  tthgnor  which  attend  thu  disorder  in  erery  stage. 

"  Never  was  anything  more  general  than  the  influenza. 

It  hai  bniaght  into  kMidty  w  our  ehnmle  eontplaints. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


11:^         ILLUSTRATIONS    OF  LITBRATURE. 

but  has  not  been  fatal  here,  except  in  caaea  where  it 
supervened  on  some  previous  infirmity.  Such  was  the 
lamented  case  of  Dr.  Robert  Kennedy,  who  died  a  few- 
days  ago ;  a  young  man  of  the  highest  reputation  fur 
physic^  science  in  this  city.  It  has  appeared,  I  hear,  in 
Ireland,  but  less  generally.  I  sincerely  hope  it  has  spared 
my  highly  respected  friends  at  Dromore  House.  By  a 
letter  I  had  lately  from  Mr.  Boyd,  I  find  he  has  been 
very  ill,  and  his  complaints  seem  to  resemble  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms  of  this  disorder.  But  he  is  recovered 
again,  and  flirting,  as  usual,  with  the  Muses. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  give  your  Lordship  any  trouble  thrt 
might  be  spared.  The  recurrence  to  the  multiplied  evils 
which  the  influenza  has  produced,  is  painful  to  myself. 
1  have  SEud  enough.  I  only  mention  tnese,  to  show  yim 
that  I  have  had  my  share,  and  that  my  long  silence  hns 
not  been  voluntary. 

"  From  my  friends  in  Dublin  I  have  received  many 
proofs  of  continued  kindness,  and  experienced  much  in- 
dulgence. The  memorials  of  my  gratitude  and  esteem 
which  I  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  have,  1 
learn,  been  duly  forwarded;  and  among  the  rest,  I  doubt 
not,  the  parcel  for  Dromore  House  has  come  to  your 
Lordship's  hands.  The  '  Chronicle  of  Scottish  Poetry,'* 
3  vols,  and  '  Tales  of  Superstition,'  are  presents  from  Mr. 
George  Patoii  and  Miss  Bannerman;  the  other  books 
come  from  me  as  literary  novelties,  for  your  acceptance. 

"  Our  excellent  friend  Mr.  Ledwich  has,  at  length, 
transmitted  to  me  Mr.  Beauford's  curious  MS.  and  draw- 
ings, for  which  he  has  received  20/.  through  the  hands  of 
our  amiable  and  patriotic  friend  Sir  Richard  Musgrave. 
They  will  appear  soon  in  an  edition  of  Ossian,  from 
Mundell's  press.  Dr.  Smith  thinks  them  suSicieiitl]: 
interesting  to  curiosity  and  to  learning  to  deserve  publica- 
tion, and  Mr.  Laing  is  of  the  same  opinion,  so  that  they 
come  abroad  with  the  approbation  of  both  parties,  and 
valeant  quantum  vaiere  potmnt.  The  Doctor  has  aban- 
doned '  Highland  Antiquities'  to  his  brother.  He  break- 
fasted here  yesterday,  and  has  laid  on  my  table  a  volu- 
minous MS.  Commentary  on  the  Bible,  for  publication. 
He  speaks  of  yoiu-  •  Key'  in  terms  of  high  approbation. 

"  Mr.  Cooper  Walker's  Essay  on  the  revival  of  the 

*  TtwChTDiiicleorScotti»hF<Kti7,b7Mr.Slbb*Id,in4Tolt. 
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Dnma  in  Italy,  and  a  new  volume  of  Poems  from  Mr. 
Boyd,  will  likewise  proceed  from  Mundell's  press  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  in  an  elegant  style. 

"  Grainger  has  been  long  standing  still,  waiting  your 
aniral  in  England,  and  the  lud  of  your  promised  commu- 
nications. 

"  A  third  edition  of  my  account  of  Smollett  is  going  to 
preas  immediately.  The  second  edition  of  the  '  Bonier 
Minstrelsy'  will  be  out  in  a  few  days,  with  a  third  volume. 

"  Coloiipl  Johnes  is  printing  his  translation  of  Froissart, 
at  Hafod,  in  a  magnificent  style,  only  200  'copies,  and  25 
fine  for  the  amateurs,  and  20  or  30  engravings.  I  send 
yoQ  a  specimen.  I  hear  from  him  very  frequently,  and 
he  deaires  me  to  say  to  you  '  that  he  is  indeed  ashamed 
for  not  having  stated  to  you  his  progress.'  He  invites 
me  warmly  to  Hafod,  to  see  Don  Quixote's  library,  8cc. 

"  He  daily  sight  of  your  portr^t,  the  dearest  ornament 
of  my  dining-room,  the  frequent  perusal  of  the  copy  of 
the  '  Rehques'  you  presented  to  me,  and  a  desire  to 
please  me,  have  produced  an  admirable  Ode  from  the  pen 
of  Miss  Stewart.  It  does  my  venerable  friend,  and  the 
£uT  writer,  infinite  honour.  I  have  suggested  some  addi- 
tional topics  of  illustration,  and  will  send  it  to  you  as 
soon  as  it  is  finished.  Lord  Woodhouslie  and  your  other 
friends  here  wish  you  would  take  Edinburoh  in  your  way  to 
Northamptonshire,  Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Percy. 
I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  with  truth,  affection,  and  respect, 
yonr  obraient  servant,  Ro.  Andirson. 

**  P.S.   Dr.  Trul  set  out  for  London  about  a  month 

J  I.  He  expects  to  meet  you  in  England  in  the  coarse 
the  summer.  At  the  time  of  his  departure  we  ex- 
changed a  note  or  two  concerning  Ritson's  Preliminary 
Dissertation  to  his  Metrical  Romances,  which  contains  a 
repetition  of  the  gross  and  unmannerly  abuse  of  the 
Editor  of  the  '  ReUques.'  My  indignation  against  this 
nretched  man  was  the  greater,  that  I  heard  him,  in  this 
house,  speak  of  Warton,  and  of  you  particularly,  in  a 
placable  and  penitential  way,  which  gave  one  reason  to 
think  that  he  would  make  his  amende  honourable  the  first 
opportunity.  Besides,  you  nobly  made  him  an  offer  of 
your  Ronuuices.  Mr.  Brougham  has  reprimanded  him 
severely  for  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  his  attack. 

^  I    entreat    your    Lordship,  the   very  first    moment 
VOL.  VII.  I 
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of  leisure,  to  devote  a  welcome  page  of  forgiveDess  and  of 
infonnation  to  me." 


"  Mt  DBAS  LOKD]  BerlotVGren,  Jaw  »,  1803. 

"  In  my  last  to  your  Lordship,  I  mentioned  an  Ode  to 
the  Bditor  of  the  '  Reliques/  by  Miss  Stewart,  which  I  ex- 
pected to  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  you  in  a 
short  time.  In  the  mean  time,  I  expressed  the  sincere 
hope  I  entertained  of  being  favoured  with  a  single  line 
from  your  Xiordahip,  to  say  whether  the  transmisaioQ 
would  correspond  with  your  intended  journey  to  Enj^&nd. 
I  now  suspect  that  my  letter  may  have  arrired  at  Dio* 
more  House  after  your  departure,  and  so  may  not  yet 
have  reached  you.  I  hesitate,  therefore,  about  sending  the 
Ode  by  my  fnend  Mrs.  Bindon,  going  to  Limerick,  lent  it 
should  come  too  late,  and  so  perform  a  circuitous  journey 
to  Northamptonshire.  I  have  written  by  this  opp(»ta- 
nity  to  Mr.  Stott,  requesting  him  to  give  me  the  informa- 
tion I  want  respecting  your  Lordship's  motions.  I  faei^ 
with  send  you,  at  a  venture,  a  few  detached  stanzas,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  Ode,  willingly  transcribed  by  my  youngest 
daughter,  the  author's  moat  intimate  friend.  In  the  S7tb 
stanza,  Easion  may  be  substituted  for  fVeibye,  if  it  was,  as 
I  think,  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  'Reliqaes,'  the 
place  of  your  residence,  near  Lord  Sussex.  It  was  at  first 
written  "  in  yonder  classic  grove ;"  but  I  thought  a  local 
designation  more  appropriate.  The  other  czamplea  are 
chiefly  "Northumberland  betrayed  by  Douglas,"  "I^ady 
Bothweli's  Lament,"  '•  Earl  of  Murray,"  "  Merrow, 
gentle  river,"  "The  Battle  of  Otterbum,"  &c.  The 
young  author  addressed  sixteen  quatrain  stanias  to  me, 
with  the  Ode,  beginning 

■  Thro'  the  dim  iluulowi  of  moDuda  ntght. 
Wild  Fnncj  prases  in  her  dubiona  wtjr, 
To  work  for  thee,  who  checr'd  het  lond*  flight, 
The  hmrtfelt  wtcbUagi  at  her  gntOal  U;.' 

And  ending, 

*  Ah '.  while  thou  witcheat  her*  mfiterloiu  riirtDe, 
WheK  lODg-lost  viiiDDB  meet  thy  truu^d  *iew, 
Oh  wilt  thou  turn  lad  trace  the  doubtfiil  lion 
My  weak  hnad  sketch'd  in  Pancj'a  dying  hoe. 
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*  Mo  iMgls  tinti  1b  th«M  hint  ptctam  ihlna, 
No  bright'aiBg  nj  the  pallid  ihadei  tlluiMi 
And  tOOB  ihBll  Time'i  expiring  hours  reiign 
Theii  ftiding  cattnm  to  ObHilon's  gloom  ; 

'  Yet,  ei«  thsj  dit,  mcttunka  the  motciI  light 

That  glowi  Hrene  tn  Frieadahlp'B  geaeron*  beam, 
II»  ina  ni>lul«  fton  diia  MnnuDing  night 
Tba  1*7  ciMtion  of  th'  Mkthuiiut't  dream.' 

"  I  write  this  note  in  unavoidable  haste,  but  I  expect 
very  soon  to  have  an  opportunitv  of  writing  to  your  Lord- 
■hip  at  greater  length.  Meanwhile,  believe  me  to  be,  my 
dear  ix^,  ever  your  faithful  and  affectionate  humble  aer- 
rant,  Ro.  Anderson. 

**  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs,  Percy  with  respect- 
ful regsrd." 


*<  Mt  DBAS  Lord,  Heriot't  Oreen,  16th  Aug.  1S03. 

"  I  could  not  easily  express  how  much  I  felt  gratified 
by  your  lordship's  successive  favours  of  the  20th  and  23d 
of  Jaly>  the  first  accompanied  by  some  valuable  letters 
relating  to  the  Grainger  family.  Long  intervals  of  epis- 
tolary silence  will  always  create  uneasiness  in  the  party 
most  aaxioua  to  secure  the  friendly  intercourse  which  has 
been  cultivated.  I  was,  therefore,  extremely  solicitous  to 
hear  from  your  Lordship,  hut  the  proofs  which  your  letters 
contain  of  the  continuance  of  your  friendly  regard  bare 
taught  me  to  rely  on  you  vrith  a  confidence  more  worthy 
of  Tou  and  more  becoming  myself.  My  own  ill  health, 
ana  the  prevalence  of  the  infiuensa,  had,  I  own,  increased 
my  anxiety  about  you  not  a  little,  and  the  painful  oircum- 
■tancea  in  which  yon  wrote  to  me  have  verified,  in  an 
alarmine  degree,  my  fears.  The  thought  of  your  being 
confinea  to  a  darkened  room,  deprived  of  the  sight  of 
one  eye,  and  threatened  with  the  loss — the  dreadful  loss — 
of  the  other,  gives  me  very  sincere  concern ;  for  I  know 
no  man  to  whom  such  a  privation  would  be  a  greater 
calamity.  It  would  not  merely  be  a  heavy  private 
affliction,  hut  a  serious  public  misfortune.  I  pray  Ood  the 
sight  of  your  right  eye  may  yet  be  preserved  by  the 
means  you  are  using,  by  the  advice,  no  doubt,  of  the 
most  experienced  practitioners  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
1  offer  you,  my  dear  Lord,  all  that  I  can  give,  at  this 
distance,  the  expression  of  my  sympathy,  heightened  by 
the  knowledge  I  have  of  your  disposition  and  iiabits  of 
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life,  and  my  affection  for  your  person  and  veneration  for 
your  character.  In  the  concern  which  I  feel,  on  this 
occasion,  all  your  friends  here,  and  all  who  honour  talents 
and  Tirtue,  deeply  participate.  From  two  letters  now 
Ivinz  hefore  me,  one  from  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  dated 
Diyburgh  Abbey,  Aug.  5th,  the  other  from  Colonel 
Jonnes,  dated  Hafod,  Aug.  15th,  I  transcribe  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs,  as  testimonies,  among  others,  of  the 
esteem  m  which  you  are  held  by  wise  and  good  men,  and 
of  the  interest  they  take  in  your  personal  comfort : — 

"'I  sympathize  with  you  (writes  the  Earl)  most 
sincerely  on  the  melancholy  tidings  from  Dromore  House. 
The  worthy,  amiable  Bishop  Percy  has  been  a  real  bene- 
factor to  English  literature  and  a  credit  to  his  profession. 
Your  pleasing  residence  last  summer  with  the  Bishop,  and 
the  manner  in  which  that  residence  was  employed,  cannot 
fail  of  retaining  a  classical  and  heart-engaging  place  in 
your  memory,  and  even  in  your  life.' 

"'Loss  of  sight  (writes  the  Colonel)  appears  to  me 
the  greatest  that  can  happen  of  ills ;  and  Milton  seems 
to  have  felt — '  O  loss  of  sight,  of  thee  I  most  complain !' 
and  to  such  a  good  and  excellent  man  as  Dr.  Percy  it 
must  be  very  grievous.  I  hope  he  may,  at  least,  retain 
one  eye.' 

"  litis  time  last  year  I  had  the  happiness  of  being  under 
your  roof.  I  lament  that  my  lot  is  so  cast  that  I  have 
little  prospect  of  sedng  you  ag^n ;  but  every  circum- 
stance of  your  friendly  reception  and  instructive  conver- 
sation is  (as  Lord  Buchan  truly  remarks)  indelibly  im- 
pressed on  my  memory.  A  visit  to  such  a  man,  like  that 
of  a  pilgrim  to  a  distant  shrine,  forms  an  era  in  the  life  of 
a  private  individual.  Although  it  may  have  the  appear- 
ance of  personal  vanity,  I  have  satisfaction  in  reflecting 
that  my  visit  to  Dromore  House,  in  connection  with  our 
literary  correspondence,  has  contributed,  however  little,  to 
recal  you  from  your  long  retirement  in  Ireland  to  resume 
your  station  in  the  ranks  of  learning,  and  to  receive 
renewed  testimonies  of  public  gratitude  for  your  eminent 
services  to  English  poetry." 
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"SsptlS,  1803. 

"  I  wrote,  my  dear  Lord,  the  preceding  pages  about  a 
month  ago,  as  a  part  of  a  letter  to  your  Lordship,  and 
being  suddenly  <^led  away  to  Roxburghshire,  I  laid  it 
aside.  Since  my  retarn,  I  intended  you  a  letter,  written 
more  largely  and  distinctly  for  the  sake  of  your  eyes, 
bat  have  had  my  hands  pretty  full,  with  correcting  my 
&aollett,  the  fourth  time,  and  my  tiine  much  occupied  by 
lintantit.  Dr.  Tnul  has  stimulated  my  indolence  by 
calling  this  forenoon  to  apprise  me  of  a  private  convey- 
ance  for  my  letter.  So  I  take  the  opportunity  to  send 
you  what  is  at  hand,  rather  than  what  I  might  have  writ- 
tea  with  more  leisure,  and  solicit  your  indulgence.  It  is 
proper  to  mention,  that  I  delayed  writing  to  you  at  the 
time  your  letters  came,  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  announcing  the  transmission  of  Miss  Stewart's  Ode  to 
Mr.  Ercke.  It  is  now  finished ;  but  a  fair  copy  must  be 
made  for  you,  and  my  female  amanuensis  (for  the  Bishop) 
has  been  with  her  friends  at  Alnwick  for  some  time,  and 
only  returned  with  her  sister  yesterday.  She  will  proceed 
to  transcribe  without  delay,  and  I  will  write  to  you  by 
post,  when  the  transcript  is  ready  for  transmission.  Miss 
Stewart  has  addressed  some  beautiful  stanzas  to  me  with 
the  Ode,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  sent  with  it.  My  young 
friend  is  greatly  flattered  by  the  favourable  opinion  you 
express  of  the  specimen  of  her  Ode  to  you.  She  has 
caught  a  portion  of  my  affection  for  you,  and  composed 
her  verses  con  anwre.  A  present  from  you  of  a  copy  of 
the  '  Reliqnes'  would  be  esteemed  by  her  the  highest  ho- 
nour and  the  most  acceptable  acknowledgment  you  could 
bestow.  A  similar  present  to  Miss  Bannerman  would 
likewise  be  highly  valued.  Mr.  Geoi^e  Paton  has  already 
received  a  present  from  you  of  the  '  Reliques,'  through  my 
hands.  He  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  Chronicle  of  Scottish 
Poetiy,  in  testimony  of  gratitude  and  respect.  He  is  not 
the  emtor  of  these  books,  but  a  Mr.  Sibbald,  a  bookseller, 
lately  dead. 

"  Your  Lordship  owes  me  nothing  on  the  score  of  sub- 
scriptions, or  on  any  other  account.  Such  books  as  I  am 
concerned  in  bringing  forward  are  subject  to  my  contribu- 
tion for  niy  friends.  I  have  got,  at  length,  your  Letters 
to  Ixird  Hailes,  but  Dr.  Trail  does  not  think  this  convey- 
ance a  proper  one  for  a  packet  so  precious.  It  is  too  large 
for  Mr.  Ercke.  The  Letters  of  Mrs.  Grainger,  Dr.  Cuming, 
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&c.  will  be  very  useful  to  me.  I  wish  to  see  your  Letter, 
and  1  Kjoice  to  think  that  I  shall  be  able  to  do  justice  to  an 
injured  woman.*  The  publishers  are  willing  to  wait  yoor 
conTenience  respecting  the  ta^nsmission  of  the  remuning 
letters  and  papers.  They  are  printing  Smollett  in  a  sepa- 
rate volume,  corrected  and  greatly  enlarged.  Our  amiable 
and  patriotic  friend  Sir  R.  Musgrave  has  ^ven  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  abominable  tragedy  [murder  of  Lord  Kil- 
warden,  &ct]  that  was  lately  acted  in  Dublin,  Mr.  Led- 
wich  likewise. 

'*  Make  my  kindest  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs,  Pwcy. 
"  1  am,  &c.  R.  Andbb»on." 


«  Mtt  DEAB  Lord,  Heriort  Green,  Oct  U,  18M. 

"  Our  worthy  friend  Dr.  Trail  was  here  yesterday,  and 
lirought  me  very  agreeable  intelligence  from  DrotDOR 
House  respecting  your  Lordship's  general  health,  and  tlie 
fate  of  my  last  letter  to  yoU,  written  at  different  titties,  and 
dispatched  hastily  by  a  private  conveyance.  I  had  some 
uneasy  apprehensions  about  it,  and  as  it  appears  to  have 
been  strangely  delayed,  and  in  some  danger  of  being  lost, 
I  believe  I  shall  henceforth  take  the  liberty  you  have  given 
me  to  transmit  my  communications  to  you,  even  if  they 
should  happen  to  exceed  the  size  of  a  single  letter,  by  the 
common  post. 

"  The  absence  of  Miss  Stewart,  and  of  my  daughter,  who 
went  into  the  country  with  her  friend  almost  immediately 
after  she  returned  from  Alnwick,  has  prevented  the  tran- 
scription of  the  Ode  from  being  completed,  with  the 
necessary  alterations,  before  now.  On  Wednesday  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  putting  it  under  a  cover  to  Mr.  Ercke,  and 
before  this  reacn  you,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  be  in  your  pos- 
session. The  number  of  stanzas  does  not,  you  will  ob- 
serve, correspond  with  the  specimen  sent  before.  Ttere 
were  even  more,  hut  it  was  thought  proper  to  omit  those 
that  might  be  easily  spared.  As  it  is,  it  may  yet  be 
thought  too  long  ;  and  my  young  ftiend  submits  it  to  tiie 
inspection  of  the  great  Judge  and  master  of  the  wild  and 
wonderful,  with  trembhng  hope.  I  have  been  Uikicna 
that  you  should  see  correctness  united  with  entkuaiastti, 
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but  Mvenl  impeifai^ons  yet  remain.  The  word  exile  is 
twicw  ocxsented  wrong,  in  me  Scottish  muiner.  The  title 
'  On  the  Reliquea,'  &c.  might  be  better, '  On  reading,'  &c. 
or  more  shortly,  '  Ode  to  the  £ditor  (or  the  original 
Editor)  of  the  Reliques,'  &c.  But  this  is  a  matter  for  your 
ooosidai^on.  The  Stanzas  to  me  accompany  the  Ode, 
as  they  refer  to  it;  and  as  they  exhibit  a  striking  review 
of  the  process  observed  in  the  composition  of  it,  and  a 
fine  testimony  of  my  amiable  friend's  modest  estimate  at 
her  own  performance,  and  of  her  kindness  and  gratitude 
to  ne.  The  Ode  aod  Stanzas  have  been  read  wi&  almost 
equal  admiration  by  the  best  judges  here,  and  a  generd 
wwh  has  been  expreased  that  they  should  be  lointed,  in 
some  way  or  other,  with  your  approbation.  I  have  aome- 
tinMS  tboaght  that  tine  Ode  at  least  would  not  be  mia- 
plsoed  in  uta  fonrth  volume  of  the  '  Reliques,'  which  is 
expected  from  Dr.  Percy,  If  this  idea  meet  with  your 
approlNrtioQ,  perhaps  some  other  topics  of  illustration 
night  be  suggested,  and  the  whole  corrected  and  ad^>ted 
to  your  wisbea.  Such  a  fine  enumeration  of  some  of  the 
BMst  anivws^y  interesting  irnoes  in  the  '  Ueliques  ot 
AaxMBt  English  Poetry'  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  an 
appropriate  and  suitable  testimony  to  the  Tidne  of  die 
coUtction,  and  to  the  merit  of  the  original  editor.  If  I 
•m  wroB^  I  know  your  L<»dship  will  liAve  the  goodnew 
to  pardon  the  suggeatim. 

"  When  Dr.  IVail  was  here,  I  put  into  his  hands  the 
prasKHU  de|K>sit  of  ymir  Zjordshjp's  Letters  to  Liord 
.Hailiin,  at  he  ejects  to  have  an  opportunity  very  soon  of 
sending  tbem  to  IreUnd  by  a  safe  oonreyaiMe.  Iiiey  came 
into  WT  hands  alewly  and  rductantly,  and  I  have  been 
»oaaamd  at  sidiw  and  abetting  ^e  removing  them  from 
this  oouotry.  Your  Ziordship  knows  it  was  no  sucgeation 
of  aine.  At  the  desire  of  um  gentleman  alludea  to  by 
l«dy  Dalryra^c^  I  solicited  for  him  a  sight  of  Locd 
HaiMa'a  LaUers  to  yo«,  for  the  use  of  aa  intended  edition 
of  his  original  works.  In  the  application  to  Lady  Dal- 
nm|>te  I  acted  aa  your  friend  wiui  good  will*  end  with 
aiiicmcf  and  respect  towards  her  Ladyship,  who  is  no 
WBV  to  Uame  for  withluddine  them  fkom  you  so  long.  I 
had*  very  pc^te  letter  from  ser  Lady^iip,  apologtBing  for 
the  d^y,  aad  m«ntioaiag  her  having  wnttoi  at  the  sane 
tuM  to  you.  As  the  loss  of  Lord  Hailes's  Letters  to 
yon  is  irreparable,  Mr.  Thomson  wishes  me  to  say  that  he 
mndd  be  greatly  obtiged  to  yoat  Lordship  to  give  him  a 
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general  account  uf  their  contents,  as  far  as  your  recollec- 
tion -will  serve,  uded  by  your  own  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence, for  the  use  of  his  MemoirB  of  his  Life,  &c.  Mr. 
Thomson  is  a  man  of  ezceUent  taste  and  learning,  and 
will,  I  am  sure,  make  a  judicious  use  of  any  informatioti 
you  can  gjve  respecting  your  epistolary  correspondence 
with  Lord  Hailes. 

"  As  to  our  *  Orainger,'  I  have  prevailed  on  the  pub- 
lishers to  wait  your  Lordship's  convenience,  and  I  expect 
in  due  time  further  communications  from  you,  to  enable 
me  to  put  him  off  my  hands.  Mr.  Laing,  Mr.  Thomson^ 
and  ouier  uabelierers  in  Ossian  here,  think  yonr  Lord- 
ship's testimony  of  the  highest  importance  in  me  contro- 
versy, and  concur  in  requesting  you  to  put  in  vritine  a 
statement  of  your  conversations  with  Sir  John  Elliott 
respecting  Macpherson,  and  the  impression  which  they 
made  on  your  mind. 

"  They  are  printing  here  a  new  edition  of  '  Brace's 
Travels,'  in  7  vols,  8vo,  with  additions,  and  a  Life,  by 
Mr.  Murray,  a  young  Orientalist  of  my  acquaintance.  I 
could  wish  to  see  your  narrative  of  Bruce's  conversatioii 
at  Alnwick  Castle,  written  in  Lobo's  Travels,  which  I 
neglected  to  transcribe. 

"  Mr.  Park's  new  edition  of  '  NugBB  Antiques'  will  soon 
be  out.  He  wishes  me  to  say  that  he  is  very  sensible  of 
vour  Lordship's  kind  intentions  respeErting  the '  Reliqnea,' 
but  that  he  has  already  a  copy  of  the  last  edition ;  and 
that  if  it  were  easily  in  your  power  to  procure  him  a  copy 
of  the  'Northumberland  Household  Book,'  he  womd 
reckon  it  an  inestimable  &vour. 

"  I  believe  I  sent  your  Lordship  my  learned  and  worthy 
friend  Dr.  Jamieson'a*  '  Prospectus '  of  an  '  Etymolt^csl 
Dictionary  of  the  Scottish  Language.'  As  you  are  an 
encourager  of  Mr.  Boucher's  work,  which  is  essentially 
different,  I  did  not  venture  to  solicit  your  subscription, 
but  I  know  he  would  reckon  your  name  a  distinguished 
honour. 

"  Mr.  Cooper  Walker's  '  Essay  on  the  Revival  of  the 
Drama  in  Italy'  will  soon  proceed  from  Mundell's  press, 
with  Professor  Richardson's  'Poems  and  Plays,'  Mr. 
Beauford's  '  Ossian,  with  notes,'  &c.  Mr.  Boyd  tells  me 
he  has  a  volume  of  Poems  on  its  way  from  Ireland.  He 
has   finished    the    'Araccara,'   and    wants    a   publisher; 
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bat  it  is  too  great  an  undertaking  for  Edinburgh  pub- 
liaherB,  I  procured  Mr.  Winter'a  pamphlet '  On  the  pre- 
sent Temper,  &c.  of  the  Irish  Nation,'  to  be  reprinted  here. 
It  has  been  greatly  admired.  The  author,  a  gentleman  of 
luge  fortune  in  the  connty  of  Meath,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
a  model  of  what  a  country  gentleman  ought  to  be,  sent 
roe  a  copy,  and  I  thought  the  reprinting  it  wonld  do  some 
good  here. 

**Sir  Richard  Musgrave  addressed  to  me  a  short  narra- 
tire  of  the  late  insurrection  in  Dublin,  which  was  printed 
in  all  our  newspapers.  From  the  late  trials,  it  appears  that 
the  conspiracy  was  as  irrational  and  wild  in  the  design  as 
it  was  BBTage  and  detestable  in  the  execution. 

''Mr.  Rees,  the  partner  of  Mr.  Longman,  was  here 
htely.  He  ^ve  me  such  an  account  of  the  late  edition  of 
GoloBiiiilJi's^^orka,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Davies,  as  to 
make  me  wish  very  strongly  to  have  an  exact  account  of 
it  from  your  Lordship,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned, 

"  I  have  made  no  use  of  Mrs.  Wesf  9  play,  but  I  believe, 
with  her  permission,  I  conld  get  it  printed ;  in  which  case, 
it  is  probable  she  might  ^sh  to  revise  it.  It  would  be 
improper  to  print  any  thing  with  her  name  that  would 
lessen  her  reputation  with  the  public  as  an  ingenious  and 
moral  writer. 

"  Mr.  Scott's  '  Sir  Tristrem,'  printed  more  than  two 
years  ago,  is  still  nnpnblished,  for  want  of  a  preliminary 
dissertation  and  glossary.  He  has  great  difficulties  in 
ascribing  it  to  Learmont;  and  his  able  coadjutor  Leyden 
is  gone  to  India.  He  has  a  romance  of  his  own  ready  for 
the  press,  entitled  *  The  Lay  of  the  last  Minstrel.'  The 
third  volume  of  the  'Minstrelsy  of  the  Border'  has,  I 
understand,  neither  added  to  the  reputation  of  the  editor, 
nor  increased  the  sale  of  the  former  volumes.  Did  your 
Lordship  ever  receive  Mr.  Scotfs  intended  present  of  the 
volumes  of  the  Minstrelsy? 

"  A  letter  came  here  a  few  days  ago  from  Mr.  George 
Chalmers,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  miserable  end  of  that 
wretched  man  Joseph  Ritson.  According  to  Mr.  Chal- 
mtn^»  account,  he  was  taken  in  a  state  of  mental  derange- 
ment from  his  chambers  in  Gray's  Inn,  where  he  had 
previously  destroyed  all  his  MSS.  &c,,  to  a  place  of  con- 
finement in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  where  he  soon 

*  "  Sr  Triitnm"  wu  pnbliibed  in  the  jeai  ISOi,  with  disMrtition  ind 
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after  died.*  Neither  Mr.  Park  nor  Mr.  Heber  haye  men- 
tioned his  death  to  me,  nor  has  it  appearod  in  the  news- 
papers. 

"  I  must  conclude  with  requesting  your  Lordship  to 
make  no  return,  in  the  present  state  of  your  eyesigit^ 
bat  what  is  very  brief.     I  will  continue  to  write  to  yon. 

"  Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Percy.  I  am,  my  dear 
Lord,  your  affectionate  seirant,  Ro.  Andsiuon." 

"  Mv  DBAH  LOBD,  Hwiot'i  OiMB,  Udi  Jm.  IMM. 

"  I  am  conscious  I  must  appear  ungrateftd ;  to  reowve 
so  agreeable  and  affectionate  a  token  of  your  fii«idsbip 
and  regard  as  your  letter  to  me  of  October  21,  uid  not  to 
acknowledge  it  immediately,  will  seem  truly  ongracious. 
Had  I  followed  the  first  impulse  of  my  mind,  not  « 
moment  would  have  elapsed,  but  I  recollected  that  it 
might  seem  inconsistent  to  be  grateful  in  words  and 
negligent  in  practice.  I  had  a  commission  to  execute  for 
your  Lordship  which  I  trusted  to  accomplish  by  mewaa  of 
a  si^e  private  conveyance,  and  no  opportunity  baa  oooonvd 
since  Dr.  Trail  returned  the  pat^et^  in  his  dttputure  for 
England,  till  the  present  moment^  when  I  avail  myself  of 
mr  friend  Mr.  Thomson  going  to  Dublin,  to  attmd  tbe 
s^es  at  the  Linen  Hall,  to  confide  the  precions  dwKMit 
to  his  care.  I  have  requested  him,  if  it  be  possil^  in 
paswig,  to  put  it  into  your  own  hands,  for  the  sake  of 
security,  ana  that  he  may  gratify  himself,  and  me  on  his 
return,  by  seeing  your  Lordship,  and  receiving  a  cotAnar- 
ation  of  the  assurances  I  have  bad  from  enry  q«arter  of 
tbe  restoration  of  your  eyesight^  and  the  continuance  <tf 
your  health.  If  he  cannot  spare  tim«^  I  have  deaind  Umi 
to  commit  it  to  the  oare  of  the  I^wtmaster  at  Dronw^ 
or  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Stott^  to  wbon  he  is  kaown* 

"  Soon  after  Dr.  TWl's  deputure,  my  time  and  tlHMi^da 
were  occupied  in  the  perfonaanoe  of  duties  tht  most 
melancholy  and  sacred  in  tbe  world.  Oh  tbe  7th  of 
November,  in  the  evening,  while  my  Very  dear  and  toag- 
tried  friend,  Mr.  Alex.  Thomson,  author  of  '  Pn radian  of 
Taste,'  'Pictures  of  Poetry,'  &c.  was  «onv«wt^  with 
me,  in  the  midst  of  his  family,  he  was  seized  with  A  pva- 
lytic  affection,  which,  in  a  moment,  deprived  him  of 
>  Mr.  Ritnn  died  Sept.  3,  lSt3.      Sec  tn  Scecnmt  <oF  !u»  ta  IlL  As. 
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sense  and  motion,  and,  in  &  f«w  hours,  of  life.  The  scene 
I  witnessed  was  dreadful.  A  disconsolate  widow  and 
ux  infant  danghten,  moderately  provided,  surrive  to 
lament  his  loss.  The  care  of  his  MS3.,  and,  in  con- 
jimcfion  with  some  other  friends,  the  management  of 
their  little  affairs,  hare  devolved  upon  me.  His  '  History 
of  Scbttish  Poetry'  is  very  imperfect  {  but  his  series  of 
'Ftetares  of  Pobtry'  is  complete,  and  bis  'Essay  on  the 
GeniBB  and  WridtigM  of  Gray '  prepared  for  publication. 
NotiuDg  can  simply  to  me  the  loss  of  a  friend  of  so  amek 
wf^tfa,  geaiiu,  end  learning. 

**  About  a  month  after  Mn  Thomson's  death  my  young 
friend  Miss  Bannerman  wtts  deprived  of  hw  mother  by 
a  nmilar  calamity.     Her  death  was  instant,  and  without  a 

rat.  The  loss  of  a  mother,  an  only  parent,  is  one  of 
heaviest  misfortunes  incident  to  life,  but  to  lose  witii 
a  mother  the  means  of  subsistence,  depending  on  annui- 
ties, ia  dreadful  indeed.  Such  is  the  lot  oi  my  young 
friend.  Your  lordship  may  easily  conceive  the  nature 
and  extent  of  my  anxiety  about  poor  Miss  Bannermui.* 
Her  heidth  Is  at  all  times  so  uncertun  and  so  ill-prepucd 
to  stand  such  a  shock  as  it  has  been  exposed  to,  that  my 
fern  are  great ;  bat  When  to  her  uncertain  health  I  add 
the  feverish  inability  of  her  mind,  heightened  by  cUi- 
stitntioaal  causes, — ^her  total  inalMUty,fromhealthandincli< 
BKtil>ii,  to  pursue  the  ordinary  means  by  wbi<^  thoee  of  her 
s»  are  usually  enabled  to  secure  a  livelihood,— her  entire 
want  of  relations,  for  I  do  not  know  that  she  ever  saw 
one  who  is  entitled  to  that  nun^ — I  will  acknowledge  that 
my  fieara  rise  to  a  very  painful  height.  Her  utersry 
powers,  eminent  as  they  are,  do  not  seem,  from  any  of 
ner  efforts  hitherto,  to  be  of  ready  or  popular  application. 
Tliey  are,  perhaps,  Ijetler  qualified  to  acquire  fame  than 
profit.  The  Almighty  regards  with  an  equal  eye  all  the 
wo^  of  his  hand,  but  I  cannot  conceive  what  is  to 
become  of  my  young  friend,  1  think  that,  from  her  own 
inability  to  earn  a  Uvelihooti,  her  tot^  want  of  relations, 
and  her  great  merits,  the  public  money  might  be  worse 
^plied  than  in  affoniinff  her  a  small  annuity.  But  I  will 
n>are  your  Lordship  tine  trouble  of  dwelling  longer  on 
this  aoectins  subject.  It  is  very  near  my  heut,  and  your 
nodness  wm  excuse  the  mention  of  what  it  is  bleeding  to 
Oinkof. 
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"  Although  I  had  no  right  to  expect  it,  it  would  hare  been 
esteemed  a  high  favour,  amidst  the  cares  that  press  upon 
me,  to  have  had  a  line  from  your  Lordship,  with  the  agree- 
able accounts  of  your  recovery,  that  I  heard  lately  from 
Mr.  Boyd. 

"  I  am  almost  sick  of  aiding  and  abetting  authorship, 
yet  I  am  in  the  press  again  with  the  Ode  to  your  Lord- 
ship, announced  in  the  list  of  books  in  the  press  which 
accompanies  this  letter.  It  is  splendidly  printed  on  an 
imperial  quarto,  as  the  booksellers  will  have  it,  though  I 
preferred  a  common  quarto.  Does  your  Lordship  wish 
any  particular  number  of  copies  (the  impression  is  only 
200)  to  be  sent  to  Dromore  House  ?  They  can  be  for- 
warded with  the  books  you  wanted,  and  a  copy  of  my 
Account  of  Smollett,  reprinted  in  8vo.,  "Ja.,  for  your 
acceptance,  to  Mr.  Robinson,  at  Belfast.  By  this  con- 
veyance you  may  have  any  book,  review,  or  other  thing 
you  want,  by  writing  a  hne  to  me,  with  as  Uctle  delay  aa 
possible,  for  the  communication  with  Ireland  ia  infre- 
quent, and  attended  with  pecuUar  di£5culties. 

"  You  will  see  '  Grainger'  is  announced  as  in  the  press. 
The  publishers  are  impatient,  and  I  am  ready  to  ao  my 
part,  if  your  Lordship  would  enable  me,  by  your  pro- 
mised assistance,  to  do  it  worthily. 

"  In  my  next  letter  I  will  state  the  conversation  I  had 
with  Rees  respecting  Goldsmith,  &c.  My  friend  Park  is 
highly  flattered  and  obliged  by  your  kindness.  He  is  wor- 
thy of  your  esteem  and  confidence. 

"  My  cordial  remembrances  wait  on  Mrs.  Percy. 

*'  I  am,  &c.  R.  Andbbbon," 


"  My   DBAB   LoBD,  Heriot'i  Green,  May  G,  1804. 

"  I  duly  received  your  Lordship's  repeated  &Tonrs ; 
and  though  I  kept  silence  from  my  inability  to  make  you 
my  acknowledgments  properly,  I  felt  deeply  my  obliga- 
tions to  your  continued  kindness. 

"  By  the  death  of  some  valuable  friends  and  the  dis- 
persion of  others,  I  got  entangled  in  a  multiplicity  of  oc- 
cupations, of  sacred  obligation,  which  employed,  almost 
incessantly,  my  time  and  thoughts  during  tne  winter,  and 
occasioned  a  temporary  suspension  of  my  private  studies 
and  literarv  correspondence. 

"The  sight  of  your  Letter  of  the  7th  April,  with  its 
valuable  inclosures,  so  long  expected,  gave  me  sincere 
pleaBore,  tiiough  I  was  then,  and  have  Deen  during  the 
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whole  month,  the  most  inclement  ever  known  in  this 
ooimtry,  laid  up  with  a  severe  cold  ;  from  which  I  am  now 
recovering,  though  still  languid  and  feverish,  and  incapahle 
of  much  exertion  of  any  kind. 

"  The  weather,  since  the  beginning  of  May,  has  been 
loft  and  warm,  and  I  have  ventured  to  take  the  range  of 
the  Green  beside  my  house,  and  expect  to  be  able  to  go 
into  town  on  Monday. 

"  I  most  sincerely  regret  the  anxiety  my  seeming  inat- 
tention has  occasioned  your  Lordship;  and  I  earnestly 
request  you  will,  at  no  time,  or  upon  any  occasion,  in 
future,  attribute  my  accidental  omissions  to  any  thing  like 
forgetfulness,  ingratitude,  or  want  of  respect  and  affec- 
ti<m,  which  no  length  of  time  or  distance  can  diminish. 

"  It  has  given  me  much  satisfaction,  from  time  to  time, 
to  hear,  from  every  quarter,  of  your  Lordship's  progressive 
recovery ,  of  which  your  handwriting  itself  is  to  me  a  de- 
lightful proof;  in  your  two  last  letters  the  improvement 
is  most  remarkable,  though  you  still  speak  of  the  effort 
of  writing  as  painful,  and  diminish,  in  some  degree,  my 
pleasure,  as  well  as  discourage  me  from  exciting  you  to 
make  the  exertion. 

"After  consulting  Mr.  Ware,  the  most  eminent  oculist, 
after  Baron  Wenzel,  in  Britain,  I  do  not  think  the  advice 
of  Dr.  Monro  would  avail  any  thing.  He  is  not  consi- 
dered, at  all,  as  an  oculist ;  and  indeed  we  have  no  medical 
practitioners  here  of  any  reputation  in  diseases  of  the 
eyes,  except  Dr.  Rutherford  and  Mr.  Wardrop ;  neither  of 
whom  are  eminently  skilful,  though  I  know  the  first  has 
studied  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  eye  very  particu- 
larly. 

"  As  soon  as  I  am  tolerably  well,  and  the  General  As- 
sembly of  our  Church,  which  brings  many  of  my  friends 
to  town,  is  over,  I  shall  put  the  additions  to  Grainger's 
Works  into  the  printer's  hands,  and  put  together  the  ma- 
terials I  have  collected  for  his  Life,  which  are  still  scanty 
and  imperfect.  I  have  no  account  of  his  family  and  birth- 
place properly  authenticated.  Even  Dr,  Cuming  is  mia~ 
taken  in  several  particulars  which  he  might  be  supposed 
to  know  correctly.  The  Letters  are  of  great  value,  as 
they  serve  to  illustrate  his  character,  and  place  his  mar- 
riage and  the  conduct  of  Mrs.  Grainger  in  a  proper  light. 
The  originals,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them  transcribed  for 
my  use,  shall  be  carefully  returned  to  your  repositories, 
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As  I  proceed,  I  fear  I  shall  frequently  have  reooune  to 
your  advice  and  assistance. 

"  Miss  Stewart's  Ode  has  been  delayed  at  the  press, 
partly  on  my  account.  It  is  at  len^;th  printed,  in  a  saperi> 
folio,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  tne  moat  splendid,  as 
it  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  striking  productions  of  the 
Edinburgh  press.  Two  hundred  copies  only  are  thrown 
off,  which  the  publisher  cannot  afford  to  sell  under  1».  Gd, 
each  copy.  If  your  Lordship  has  no  objection  to  the 
price,  I  could  wish,  for  the  sake  of  re-imbursing  the  pnlK 
usher,  that  you  would  take  twenty  eopies,  for  your  Mends, 
-which,  I  understand,  there  will  soon  be  an  opportunity  of 
forwarding  in  a  bale  of  books  for  Magee  at  Belfast,  ^te 
notes  are  chiefly  selected  from  the  '  Reliques,'  and  printed 
at  the  end.  I  wished  them  to  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
pages,  but  the  printer  sacrificed  convenience  to  el^;anoe. 
A  small  part  of  the  introductory  address  has  been  printed ; 
as  my  young  friend  would  not  appear  without  shewing  the 
encourager  and  director  of  her  poetic^  studies  a  public 
testimony  of  her  respect.  Mr.  Stott's  Verses  to  the  Author 
are  good,  except  a  few  lines,  and  very  gratii^g  to  her, 
but  any  poetical  compliment  would  have  been  misplaced 
in  her  volume.  Another  poet  has  praised  her,  a  few  days 
ago,  in  an  Ode,  the  strain  of  which  is  of  a  higher  mom), 
resembling  the  wild  and  wizard  strain  of  Gray's  Cambrian 
lyre.  I  shall  get  a  copy  from  "  the  nymph  of  fairy  song," 
for  "the  mighty  lord  of  legendary  lore,"  and  transmit  it  in 
my  next  to  Dromore  House.  If  the  perusal  of  Miss 
Stewart's  volume  fail  to  give  your  Lordship  the  pleasure 
it  was  intended  to  produce,  it  will,  at  least,  I  am  sure, 
convince  you,  if  it  be  necessary,  that  my  opinion  of  your 
distinguished  merit  has  not  been  lessened  by  personal 
knowledge  and  the  reciprocities  of  amiable  intercourse.  I 
may  cease,  for  a  while,  to  express  the  sentiments  of  vene- 
ration and  affection  I  bear  you,  but  I  can  never  cease, 
while  I  live,  to  cherish  my  affection  for  your  person,  and 
to  be  the  zealous  friend  of  your  fame,  so  closely  alUed  to 
the  honour  of  the  nation. 

*'  I  easily  prevailed  on  Mundell  and  Son  to  undertake  a 
new  edition  of  the  •  Northern  Antiquities,'  which  Long- 
roan  readily  undertook,  and  his  partner  Rees  declined,  for 
personal  reasons,  with  which  Cadell  and  Davies  had  fur- 
nished him,  respecting  the  share  you  had  in  the  edition  of 
•  Goldsmith's  Works.    From   your   information,    I    was 
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enabled  to  repel  the  attack,  and  to  throw  the  blame  on  the 
bookaellars,  who  acted  unhandsomely  towards  you ;  but 
be  penisted  in  asserting  that  it  would  be  extremely  un- 
pleuant  to  act  with  you  in  any  literary  concern.  Atyour 
ieisare  I  hope  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  prepare  the 
neeessary  corrections  and  additions  for  the  new  edition. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  a  correct  account 
of  the  transactions  between  you  and  the  booksellers,  rela- 
tire  to  the  edition  uf  Goldsmith.  In  a  York  Catalogue 
fTodd's)  now  lying  on  my  table,  I  observe  that  work, 
•with  Memoirs  of  the  Author,  by  Bishop  Percy.' 

"I  mast  conclude,  at  present,  earnestly  requesting 
your  ((H^veness  of  my  omissions,  and  offering  my  affec< 
tionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy.  I  am,  ever  truly,  my 
dear  Lord,  your  faithful  and  affectionate, 

"  Ro.  Andsbson. 

"  P.S.  I  forwarded  the  Letter  to  Lady  Dalrymple  by  the 
ordbary  conveyance  immediately." 

•'MTDSAaLoSD,      CrorHoaie,aeaTGluKov,  26thJulj,lBD4. 

**  I  have  been  here,  for  some  time,  on  a  visit  to  my 
friend  Professor  Richardson,  whose  kindness  constrains 
me  to  stay  yet  another  week  to  enjoy  with  him  his  fine 
woodlands,  waterfalls,  and  groves,  and  the  romantic 
scenery  of  this  interesting  country,  the  birthplace  of 
Biicbaiuui,  Smollett,  &c.  From  the  window  I  see  the 
obelisk,  90  feet  high,  erected  to  Buchanan  by  the  grati- 
tnde  of  his  countrymen. 

"  I  have  left  the  Professor  and  his  amiable  and  intel- 
ligent colleague  Dr.  Cumin?,  in  the  garden,  to  write  a  few 
hurried  lines  to  your  Lordship,  not  to  reply  properly  to 
your  last,  for  the  present  opportunity  allows  me  merely 
to  make  you  my  acknowledgments  for  it. 

**  I  r^n^  that  I  cannot  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
of  Dr.  Irail  going  to  Ireland  next  week ;  but  I  will  write 
to  you  fully  on  my  return  home.  I  seize  the  pen,  at 
present,  chiefly  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  some 
pasaagea  from  '  Herbert's  select  Icelandic  Poetry,  trans- 
lated from  tiie  Originals,  with  Notes,'  which  concern  you. 
The  poems  of  which  Mr.  Herbert*  has  JjiTen  poetical 
versions,  are  *  The  Song  of  Thrym,'  '  The  Battle  of 
H«f«r*s  Bay,'  *  The  Descent  of  Odin,'  *  The  dying  Song 

*  Tbe  Hm.  Wh,  Herbert,  now  lUclar  of  Spofforth  and  Dmd  of  Muchuter. 
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of  Asbiom,' '  Gunlaug  and  Rafen,^ '  The  Combat  of  TiaX' 
mar/  &c. '  The  Song  of  Hroke  the  Black,' '  The  Death  of 
Hacon,*  '  Fragment  of  BiarkamaL'  In  hia  notea  to  the 
first  poem  is  we  following  paragraph,  *  Translations  made 
like  Dr.  Percy'  (speaking  of  Cottle's  Edda  of  Soemund), 
'  by  a  person  unacquainted  with  the  Icelandic  language, 
thruagn  the  medium  of  a  Latin  prose  translation,  cannot 
be  expected  to  represent  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  ori- 
ginats;  but  Mr.  C.  has  not  even  taken  the  trouble  of 
understanding  the  Latin.'  In  hia  notea  on  *  The  Death 
of  Hacon,*  he  observes,  '  An  Eng^sh  prose  translation, 
from  the  Latin  version  of  Peringskiold,  has  been  published 
by  Dr.  Percy  in  his  *  Runic  Poetry,'  which  ia  not  quite  ao 
inaccurate  as  the  rest  of  that  book;  his  translation  of 
Regner  Lodbroc's  Ode  teems  with  errors,*  and  indeed 
scarce  a  line  of  it  is  properly  interpreted.  Mr.  Johnstone 
has  had  the  merit  of  pubhshing  the  original  text  of  that 
Ode  more  accurately  than  Worm  or  Biomer,  with  an 
EngUah  and  Latin  prose  version,  in  which  he  has  rectified 
Dr.  Percy's  errors,  though  his  style  is  very  indifferent. 
There  is  a  celebrated  passage  which  has  been  completely 
misunderstood  by  all  its  translators : 

Er>t  dm  matotlntiiii  tempiu, 

Homidibai  neceaiam  enU  fugere 

Ei  pralio,  nbi  acute 

Cusidii  cimpOB  mordabuit  gUdii. 

Erat  hoc  Tclati  jnTenem  fidnun 

In  prinuiu  ledB  oHolarL — Worm.  Literatnra  Bnnlca.'f 
*  And  in  another  stanza, 

Ent  licQt  iplaDdidim  Tirginein 

Id  leeti  jnita  ae  collocate. 

Then  follow  your  version  and  Johnstone's ;  and  then — 

"  '  What  notion  the  learned  translators  entertained  of 
kissing  young  widows,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  but  it  is 
singular  that  they  should  have  imagined  Regner  Lodbroc 
could  have  thought  it  like  breaking  beads  with  a  broad 
sword.  The  fact  is,  that  the  lines  mean  the  very  reverse. 
At  added  to  an  Icelandic  word  has  the  force  of  a  negative, 

*  "  The  geographical  crron  are  particnlarlj  aingolar  ;  '  riiiniiaiiii  ad 
terrain  proitntoruin*  (i.  e.  the  field  of  ■laughter],  is  there  tran^ated  *  w« 
BoaTclied  to  the  land  of  Vali  i'  and  in  '  Skioldnngorum  pralio,'  '■  at  Skkd. 
donga.'  The  Sldoldongi  were,  in  fact,  the  deicendanta  of  SUold,  King  at 
Denmark." 

f  <*  Thii  ti  an  inaccnrata  title  ;  Riaur,  from  which  ii  fbntied  the  adjccdre 
TwUe,  ii  limpl;  the  loelandic  word  for  letten,  liteiattue,  or  dkarma  wrongbt 
Wmetniofuttert." 
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and  ta  frequently  used.  Var,  means  was ;  varat,  waa  not. 
The  linea  ought  to  have  been  tbus  rendered :  '  It  was  not 
early  in  the  morning  when  jnen  were  compelled  to  fly 
from  the  r^mrtof  battle,  where  sharp  swords  bit  the  sur- 
hoe  of  the  helmets.  This  was  not  like  kissing  a  young 
widow  on  the  highest  seat.'  By  which  he  meant  that 
they  had  «  long  and  hard  contest,  and  that  the  spirit  of 
war  waa  very  lifferent  from  the  pleasures  of  peace."  In 
another  place,  "  Dr.  Percy,  who  follows  Peringskiold] 
asserts,  that  ^uga  was  a  subordinate  god  of  war ;  but  no 
inch  person  is  mentioned  in  either  edition,  and  I  can  find 
no  account  of  him.  I  believe  that  Peringskiold,  who  was 
pnssled  by  the  word,  got  rid  of  the  difficulty  by  trans- 
uting  it  Bogonis,  and  that  Bogo  was  deified  by  the  learned 
Bishop." 

"  "niefle  are  the  only  passages  which  occurred  to  me 
on  taking  np  the  book  mis  morning,  in  which  you  are 
mentioned}  and  as  there  is  a  design  of  reprinting  the 
Runic  Poetry  in  the  new  edition  of  the  '  Northern  Anti- 
quities,' I  know  yon  will  readily  forgave  the  trouble  I  give 
Tou  in  transmitting  them  for  your  consideration.  The 
book  is  but  lately  printed,  and  probably  has  not  yet 
reached  yon. 

"  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Dr.  Crawford  when  he 
was  in  Edinburgh,  and  regret  that  I  saw  him  so  seldom, 
•nd  that  he  left  town  without  mentioning  the  result  of 
his  consultation  of  Dr.  Munro.  I  hope  it  has  been  more 
beneficial  to  you  than  Mr.  Ware's  advice.  If  I  had  been 
at  home  I  would  hare  returned,  by  Dr-  Trail,  the  originab 
of  Gmnger's  letters ;  but  another  opportunity  may  soon 
occur,  or  I  will  send  tiiem  through  the  War  Oince.  I 
hope  the  Ode,  &c.  arrived.  They  were  sent  to  Belfast 
bng  ago.  Miss  Stewart  and  Miss  Bannerouin  are  quite 
delated  with  your  present  of  the  '  Reliques,'  the  most 
soperbl;  bound  books  that  ever  were  seen.  They  will 
thank  yon.  With  my  affectionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy, 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  Caithtully, 

"ho.  Andbrson." 


D,g,t,..d:,i.Goo';lc 


ILLUSTRATIONS    OF  LITERATURE. 


Bp.  Pbbot  to  Dr.  Andbrson. 

"  Dear  Sib,  Dromon  Hooie,  Aag-  I6>  1804. 

"  The  complaint  in  my  eyes  compels  me  to  tue  the  pen 
of  a  secretaiy,  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse ;  but  I  wn 
desirous  to  svail  myself  of  any  means  to  thank  you  for 
your  obliging  letter  of  the  26th  of  July,  and  I  gladly  seize 
the  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you,  by  my  friend  Dr. 
Trail,  a  copy  of  the  Runic  Poetry  which  I  published  above 
forty  years  ago,  desiring  vou  will  candidly  peruse  it,  and 
see  if  it  is  worth  republishing  now  at  Uie  end  of  the 
Northern  j^ntiquities.  For  my  own  part  I  had  ceased  to 
think  of  them  both ;  but,  if  you  wish  to  revive  the  lattw,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  the  former  will  tend  to  illustrate  the 
subject,  notwithstanding  the  severe  critidsm  of  Mr.  Her- 
bert, whose  book  I  have  never  seen,  nor  do  I  recollect  to 
have  heard  of  it,  but  if  you  will  give  me  the  title  and  date 
I  will  endeavour  to  procure  it.  Notwithstanding  that  he 
condemns, in  the  gross, translations  like  mine, made  through 
the  medium  of  a  Latin  vernon,  yet  I  humbly  concave  an 
English  reader  will  form  thereby  as  good  a  notion  of  ibe 
peculiar  images  and  general  subject  of  the  original,  ufrMH 
his  own  paraphrasn  (for  it  can  he  no  other)  in  English 
verse ;  but  in  my  translation  I  had  an  advantage,  whid> 
Mr.  Herbert  seems  to  have  overlooked,  in  having  it  com- 

Enred  with  the  original  by  the  great  master  of  Nortben 
terature,  the  Rev.  Edw.  Lye,  author  of  the  ADf^o-Saxon 
Lexicon,  2  vols.  fol.  and  of  the  other  learned  works  which 
1  have  mentioned  in  my  preface.  And  if  here  or  there  a 
passage  escaped  his  vigilance,  or  were  mistranalated  by 
following  two  such  respectable  authoritiea  aa  Womiu 
and  Peringskiold,  those  two  great  northern  luminaries,  it 
will  surely  be  very  pardonable,  considering  the  difficnit^ 
of  the  undertaking. 

"  However,  to  form  a  truer  judgment  of  the  subject, 
you  would  do  well  to  compare  my  version  of  the  '  Ode  on 
the  Death  of  King  Ragner  Lodbrog,'  with  that  of  Dr. 
Blair  in  his  Dissertation  on  Ossian's  poetry. 

"  I  shall  say  no  more  at  preaent  till  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Herbert's  book,  but  I  desire  you  to  accept  all  the  kmd 
respects  of  this  family,  and  believe  me  to  be,  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  very  foithful  servant, 
(Signed)  "  Tho.  Dromobe. 
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"  P.S.  I  hftve  not  yet  beard  of  the  arrival  at  Belbst  of 
the  copies  of  Miss  Stewarf  a  Ode,  and  beg  yoavill  inform 
ine  to  wbom  tbey  are  consigned.  I  will  not  fail  to  remit 
to  roa  the  ten  guineas  which  I  promised  on  that  account. 
Before  I  close  np  this  letter,  allow  me  to  mention  that 
Dr.  Blair,  having  Wormius'  book  before  bim,  in  which  is 
printed  the  ori^nal  of  Egil  the  Scald,  a  poem  altogether 
u  rhymes,  and  those  very  nicely  formed,  as  you  will  see 
by  page  92  of  my  book,  (which,  though  printed  in  Runic 
uiaTBCters,  he  could  easily  have  decyphered,)  has  hastily 
pronounced  that  the  termination  of  rhymes  was  utterly 
unknown  to  the  ancient  Islandicjpoets ;  and  herein  he  has 
been  followed  by  Dr.  Robert  Henry  in  his  History  of 
England,  and  I  suppose  by  other  (M}mpilQrs,  which  will 
give  the  more  importance  to  a  repubUcation  of  my  juvenile 
attempt,  wherdn  that  point  is  sufficiently  ascertained." 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Bp.  Percy. 

<*  Mt  dear  Lord,  Herlot-i  Gnco,  ISth  Sept  1804. 

"  I  designed  your  Lordship  a  tetter  in  continuation 
before  now,  but  the  fine  weather  of  the  month  of  August, 
the  ronuuitac  scenery  of  Strath-Endrick  and  Monteitb, 
and  the  engaging  kindness  of  my  friends,  detained  me  in 
the  comitry  till  about  the  time  of  Dr.  TnuFs  return  from 
Ireland. 

**  Almost  immediately  on  my  coming  home,  I  had  the 
ileasore  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  packet  firom  the 
doctor's  hands,  accompanied  by  the  int^^gence,  which  I 
did  not  find  in  it,  of  your  being  surrounded  by  all  your 


D. 

did  not  find  in  it,  _ .  _,  _  __   „  ^ 

tamily,  and  by  his  assurances  of  your  b^ng  in  excellent 
health  and  spirits ;  which  helped  to  reconciU  me  in  some 
measure  to  ^nr  making  use  for  the  first  time  in  our  cor^ 
respondence  of  the  pen  of  a  secretary. 

**  By  B  note  from  New  Street,  received  yesterday,  men- 
tioniitg  the  present  opportunity  of  a  private  conveyance, 
I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  Doctor  has  had  a  few  lines 
from  your  own  hand  the  other  day ;  a  circumstance  which 
convinces  me  that  the  complaint  in  your  eyes  is  not  worse, 
though  you  will  probably  use  your  own  pen  sparingly,  as 

K  a 
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a  safe  and  prudent  precaution  for  the  preserratiou  of  your 
sight. 

"  The  Doctor,  I  am  sorry  to  think,  ia  lo  much  plagued 
vith  a  lumbago,  which  has  vexed  him  since  he  came  fron 
Ireland,  that  he  cannot  undertake  bo  long  a  walk  as  to 
Heriot's  Oreen. 

"  I  have  carefully  re-pemsed  your  Lordship's  little 
volume  of  Runic  Poetry,  and  am  fully  convinced  that  the 
reprintingitattheendDf  the  second  volume  of  the  'North- 
em  Antiquities '  will  tend  to  illustrate  the  subject,  and  form 
a  suitable  addition  to  that  work.  Indeed  I  am  of  opinioa 
that  it  will  be  more  properly  placed  in  the  *  AntiquicieB ' 
than  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the '  Reliques,'  where  I  oelieve 
you  had  an  intention  of  placing  it ;  I  mean  the  version  of 
the  five  poems. 

".The  criticisms  of  Mr.  Herbert  are  petulant;  but,  in 
reprinting  the  Poems,  I  thought  it  right  that  you  should 
know  they  existed,  that  you  might,  if  necessary,  take 
some  notice  of  them.  Even  the  remarks  in  your  letter  to 
me  might  easily  be  extended  to  an  ample  and  satisfactory 
vindication  of  the  general  fidelity  of  your  version. 

"  Mr.  Herbert's  book  is  entitled  '  Specimens  of  Ice- 
landic Poetry,*  &c.  printed  at  I^ondon  some  time  in  1805 
or  1804,  a  thin  Svo.  Within  the  same  period  this  young 
Oxonian  has  pubUshed  two  similar  volumes,  chie6y  w 
Latin  versions  of  popular  poetry,  and  some  orifpnals.  I 
cannot  find  any  of  his  volumes  here,  but  they  loay  be 
procured  of  any  of  the  London  booksellers. 

"  Messrs.  Longman  and  Rees  have  been  here  a  few 
days ;  but  they  never  recurred  to  the  subject  of  the  Anti- 
quities ;  and  the  opinion  of  Rees  respecting  your  Lord- 
ship's conduct  towards  Cadell  and  Davies  precluded  any 
further  discussion.  Your  Lordship  will  ye^  I  hope,  find 
a  moment  of  leisure  to  dictate  a  statement  of  the  concern 
you  had  in  the  edition  of  Goldsmith. 

"  The  c(K)ies  of  Miss  Stewart's  '  Ode '  have  long  since 
arrived  at  Belfast ;  and  if  they  have  not  reached  Dromore 
House,  Mr.  Magee  is  certainly  very  much  to  blame. 

"  Your  Lordship's  intended  liberality  towards  the  pub- 
lisher merits  every  praise.  The  author  on  every  codu- 
deration  is  out  of  the  case.  Your  present  of  the  *  Reliques,' 
superbly  bound,  is  the  highest  honour  and  the  most  esti- 
mable acknowledgment  she  could  receive  from  the  editor. 

"  The  best  way  that  I  could  think  of  applying  your 
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Kberality  ms  to  pnrchftse  28  copies  of  the  Ode,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  publisher;  and  after  sending  you  eight 
copies,  and  making  the  few  presents  which  you  wished  to 
be  made  from  yourself  here,  to  distribute  the  remaining 
copies  among  my  friends,  to  whom  it  might  be  interesting 
in  this  country  and  in  England.    . 

"Accordingly  1  have  sent  copies  to  the  Countess  of 
Buchan,  Miss  Seward,  Miss  fiannerman.  Dr.  Percy,  Dr. 
Ferrar,  Professors  Richardson  and  Muirhead,  Mr.  Heber, 
Mr,  Ellis,  Mr.  Park,  Mr.  Jobnes,  Mr.  Kemble,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Lindley  Murray,  Mr.  Courtier,  Mr.  DaTenport,  Mr. 
Irving,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Jervis,  8tc.  &c. 

"Mr.  Scott,  in  a  letter  to  me,  desires  his  respectful 
acknowledgments  to  your  Lordship  for  a  present '  which 
(1  copy  his  words]  I  value  equally  fur  the  donor,  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  poetry.'  Similar  acknowledgments  and  com- 
pliments have  been  received  fix)m  others,  which  I  need 
not  repeat 

"  In  distributing  the  copies  I  deliberately  overlooked 
Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  C.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Stott,  in  the  persua-^ 
sion  that  I  might  be  anticipated  by  your  Lordship's  attea- 
tion,  which  they  know  how  to  value. 

"  I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  your  Lordship  the 
last  Qomber  of  the  '  Monthly  Mirror,'  an  elegant  publica- 
tion, in  which  I  see  the'Ode  is  handsomely  noticed. 

"  The  name  of  Miss  Bannerman  is  introduced,  and  I 
cannot  pass  it  over  without  dwelling  a  little  on  the  painful 
apprehensions  which  it  suggests.  She  has  lost  her  only 
parent,  and  very  lately  her  only  brother  in  Jamaica.*  I 
bave  sometimes  thougot  that  a  small  portion  of  the  public 
bounty  might  be  very  properly  bestowed  on  this  elegantly 
accomplished  woman.  I  mentioned  her  case  to  Professor 
Richardson,  the  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of  the 
Duke  of  Montrose,  a  cabinet  minister,  who  readily  under- 
took to  co-operate  in  any  application  that  might  be  made 
to  GoTemment.  The  Duke  is  now  at  Buchanan  House, 
and  other  channels  are  open ;  but  no  step  has  yet  been 
taken  in  the  business.     Much  do  I  wish,  but  little  can  I 

X,  that  your  Lordship  could  bestow  a  few  minutes' 
^on  OD  the  subject,  and  favour  me  with  your  opinion 
and  advice.  Perhaps  an  edition  of  her  Poems  by  sub- 
scription might  be   brought  forward  at  this  time  with 

■  Seepp.123,  IS9. 
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"  Since  I  retnmed  home  I  hsTe  taken  op  Gnunger's 
memoirs,  to  put  them  together.  In  a  letter  to  hia  wife's 
brother  there  is  on  account  of  bis  character  and  preten- 
sions, in  vhich  he  mentions,  what  I  had  suspected,  that 
he  had  made  the  tour  of  Europe.  At  what  time  and  with 
whom  does  not  appear.  Had  it  been  with  Bounyan  ? 
When  did  bis  connexion  with  him  commence?  He  mea- 
Hons  also  that  his  father  was  of  Cumberland,  and  mined 
by  the  extravagance  of  his  wires.  Shall  I  print  thia  hi^- 
spirited  and  characteristic  letter? 

"  With  assurances  of  every  good  wiah  and  respectful 
consideration  for  Mrs.  Percy  and  your  Lordship,  I  am 
ever  your  affectiooate  humble  servant, 

"  Ro.  Andebson.** 


"  My  dear  Lord,  Herfot'i  Greca,  Got  23,  ISM. 

"  1  duly  received  the  pleasure  of  your  Lordship's  last 
favour,  inclosing  a  draft  on  Messrs.  Gosling  and  Co.  for 
£10.  10«.,  which  I  immediately  indorsed  to  MundeU  and 
Son,  in  payment  of  the  copies  of  the  Ode. 

"  On  referring  to  my  last,  or  the  Letter  preceding  it, 
your  Lordship  will  find  Lord  Woodhooselie  and  Mr. 
Scott  among  those  hteraiy  friends  to  whom  I  presumed  it 
would  not  be  disagreeable  to  you' to  have  the  copies  dis- 
tributed. 

*'  Indeed,  the  liberality  of  the  publishers  had  enabled 
me  to  present  a  copy  to  Lord  Woodhouselie  long  before 
I  knew  of  your  Lordship's  Uberal  intentions;  and  six 
copies  having  been  given  to  the  author,  for  presents,  ahe 
sent  one  to  Mr,  Hay  Drummond,  whom  she  had  often 
met  at  my  house,  which  produced  almost  immediately  the 
fine  complimentary  Ode,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy. 

"  Mr.  Hay  Drummond  left  this  place  for  Gngund  some 
time  in  May  last,  in  considerable  difficulties,  I  fear,  occa- 
sioned, I  believe,  by  his  brother's  death  and  other  unple^ 
Bant  circumstances.  While  he  occupied  Lord  Breadslban^a 
lodgings  in  Hotyrood  House  his  elegantly  accomplished 
mind,  agreeable  and  gentlemanly  manners,  and  amiable 
and  virtuous  disposition,  made  him  a  welcome  visitant  at 
Heriof  s  Green.  I  grieve  to  think  that  such  a  mau  should 
be  chargeable  with  any  species  of  imprudence. 

"  I  presented  a  copy  of  the  Ode  to  Mr.  Faton,  which 
might  have  been  spared,  as  his  understanding  and  memory 
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■re  almost  gone,  uid  Bcarcely  any  passion  left,  except  that 
of  getting  and  keeping ;  the  common  melancholy  infirmity 
of  old  age, 

**  I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  misstatement  in  the  Notes 
respecting  yoor  first  promotion  in  the  Church.  I  trusted 
to  my  recollection  of  the  conversations  I  had  with  you  on 
the  subject  of  your  early  education  and  preferment,  when 
I  ought  to  have  consulted  £cton  or  Bacon, 

"  I  leam,  with  great  pleasure,  from  Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave  and  Dr.  Ledwich  that  the  Ode  is  much  admired  by 
the  Provost  and  Fellows  of  Trinity  College.  The  author 
is  peculiar^  gratified  by  Mr.  Boyd's  approbaUon.  I  es- 
ttmate,  as  I  ought,  your  Lordship's  benevolent  intentions 
towards  Miss  ^mnerman,  and  have  to  regret  the  impossi- 
bility  of  rendering  your  kindness  eifectual;  for  her  mind 
is  BO  lofty  and  unaccommodating  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult,  at  all  times,  to  do  her  any  reasonable  service. 
The  saccess  of  the  plan  I  mentioned  in  my  lost  is  still  un- 
certain.  The  present  circumstances  of  the  country  are 
nufavonnible  to  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

"  I  bad  the  pleasure,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  to 
co-operate  with  several  respectable  persons  in  this  country 
and  in  England  in  procuring  a  moderate  provision  from 
the  benevolence  of  individuals  for  a  remarkable  young 
man,*  the  son  of  a  poor  woman  in  the  parish  of  Kdnam, 
near  Kelso.  The  young  man  is  eighteen  years  of  age, 
was  born  vrithout  l^s  or  knees,  and  his  thighs  defective. 
His  &ther  was  a  day  labourer,  but  has  been  dead  for  some 
years.  When  his  father  died,  his  mother,  in  great  distress, 
exclaimed,  "  Oh,  William,  who  wilt  maintain  you  now }" 
To  which  he  answered,  "  Dear  mother,  that  Divine  Being 
who  created  me  in  this  helpless  state  will  not  suffer  me  to 
perish  of  want."  His  frame  is  delicate  and  his  health  in- 
firm, but  his  countenance  is  pleasing  and  expressive,  his 
mind  active  and  intelligent,  and  his  disposition  chewful, 
pious,  and  affectionate.  He  sits  upon  a  table  in  the  cot- 
tage through  the  day,  and  when  the  weather  is  fine  his 
mother  carries  him  into  a  field,  where  he  reads  and  enjoys 
the  ur.  He  bas  taught  himself  to  read,  to  write  a  legible 
hand,  to  play  on  the  fiute,  to  draw  with  a  pencil,  although 
he  cannot  raise  one  of  his  arms  to  his  breast,  and  he 
attempts  poetry.     He  is  very  grateful  to  any  person  who 

•  Williun  WigtA,  we  pp.  137,  13S, 
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lends  bim  books,  drawings  to  copy,  or  pays  him  the  least 
attention.  My  daughters  saw  him  very  frequendy  last 
summer,  when  they  were  on  a  visit  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson's of  Ednam,  and  foand  him  extremely  well  in- 
formed, and  capable  of  conversing  with  great  propriety 
upon  every  subject.  The  poor  young  man  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  their  attentions  in  a  copy  of  verses,*  the  mot^ 
turn  of  which  is  agreeable,  and  characteristic  of  his  dispo- 
sition. The  subscription  fund  amounts  to  £130,  and  is 
tinder  prudent  management.  I  am  sure  the  value  of  the 
smallest  contribution  from  the  Bishop  of  Dromorc  would 
be  enhanced  to  the  young  man  as  an  expression  of  bene- 
volence towards  him  from  a  character  which  he  venerates. 
There  is  something  striking  in  his  refiections  on  the  fate 
of  the  unknown  author  of  the  Ballad  of  Chevy  Cha8e.t 

"  Dr.  Grainger's  Letter  to  Mr.  Burt  is  remarkable,  as  it 
shews  that  his  marriage  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  hia  wife's  brother.  It  is  a  first  copy  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. He  justifies  his  pretensions  as  a  gentleman  and 
a  scholar,  by  a  review  of  his  life  and  education,  in  which 
there  are  some  new  facts,  such  as  his  having  made  the  tour 
of  Europe,  &c.  As  Mr.  Burt  appears  to  some  disadvantage 
in  the  comparison  between  them,  and,  as  it  is  probable  a 
reconciliation  afterwards  took  place,  I  hesitated  about  the 
propriety  of  recording  this  difference,  though  the  character 
of  Dr.  Urainger  is  illustrated  by  the  manliness  of  his  be- 
haviour. 

"  I  have  been  laid  up  severely  by  a  cold  and  fever  about 
four  weeks,  but  I  am  recovered,  and  expect  to  be  able  to 
resume  my  attention  to  Grainger,  and  to  go  abroad  in  a 
few  days. 

"  A  separate  edition  of  the  Life  of  Johnson  was  printed 
at  the  same  time  with  the  other,  with  the  difference  of  a 
single  paragraph  at  the  end.  It  has  been  some  time  oat  <^ 
print  and  is  to  be  republished.  The  corrections  and  addi- 
tions, which  vour  Lordship  is  best  able  to  furnish,  will  be 
most  acceptable.  I  send  you,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
them,  an  interleaved  copy,  by  a  private  conveyance. 
John  Gilchrist,  Esq.  Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  at 
Calcutta,  and  author  of  several  learned  publications,  takes 
it  to  Dromore,  and,  I  believe,  will  put  it  into  your  hands, 
for  he  is  very  desirous  of  shewing  you  bis  respect,  on  hia 

■  Sec  p.  137.  t  See  p.  138. 
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'my  to  Dublin,  where  he  has  iotrbdactions  to  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  &c.  He  has  strong  claims  to  the  urlnnitj  which  is 
due  to  a  lettered  itranger  and  a  vorthy  man.  I  espect 
him  erery  moment  here ;  and  conclude  with  my  kindest 
respects  to  Mrs,  Percy,  from  your  a&ectiouate  servant, 
"  Ro.  Andbbbon. 

"  P.S.  Dr.  Gilchcist  missed  the  road  he  was  directed 
to  t»ke  to  Dromore  House  from  Hillsborough ;  a  great 
mortification  to  him.  The  dissensions  in  Leadenhall 
Street  have  led  him  back  to  London. 

"  Oar  excellent  friend  Dr.  Ledwich  wrote  yesterday, 
to  offer  for  immediate  publication  a  broe/atre  of  Dr. 
Ryan's,  on  the  present  exertions  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland.  I  lutre  advised  its  acceptance,  and  it  will  be 
printed  here  immediately,  and  a  large  part  of  the  impres- 
sion transmitted  to  Ireland. 

"  1  designed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stott,  by  this  day's  post; 
bat  1  am  ^oniced  with  a  return  of  tooth-ache.  Let  this 
he  my  apology  for  seeming  inattention." 

"  Or  some  Mower»  preunied  to  me  by  a  young  Lady.* 


And  m  J  boaom  wi^  griaf  m 

'*  O  blaam  rtlll  nid  flanrtab,  loat  hte  fram  my  mind 
Or  mUfbrtniH  ihonld  caon  tho  renieHibmica  to  flee. 
Of  the  lilf  white  hud  ind  the  heut  wurn  aod  kind. 
Of  Anna  who  brought  jod  from  Ednam  to  me. 

"  Sit,  wliit  mort  I  do  to  prenrre  jonr  ftir  hne, 
No  flow'reti  were  e'er  lo  moch  lor'd  or  to  deer. 
Shall  ]  waim  yon  with  aighi,  aliall  I  oftoi  bedew 
Yoot  petal*  and  uA  ioinj  Icatca  with  a  tear  i 
**  Ah  no  I  *tia  in  ntu,  jan  are  etaabig  to  bloom. 

Your  fiignuee  ii  fled,  and  jonr  bright  tinti  deoay,— 
Faithfid  emblem*  of  me,  tbs*  my  old  age  will  come, 
Tbni  my  yonth  and  iti  raptorei  will  raniih  away. 


Fkte  combine  with  nuafortiuie  to  *■ 
bma,  my  friend,  the  remembrance  of  thee 
Shall  ncTcr  till  daath  from  my  botom  depart. 
rf  16M,  IBM. 


*  Min  AndcnoQ.     See  p.  136. 
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^To  theShade<if  Ike  unkmwn  Author  fif  the  oHcitntSaOad 
qf  Chevy  Chace. 
*'  O  thou  unknown  ill-fated  bard,  say,  was  the  mom  of 
thy  life  fiur?  Did  fortune  smile  on  thy  yoatb  ?  Did  thy 
friends  come  often  to  tby  dweiling,  to  cheer  thee,  and 
hear  the  wild  but  aweet  warblinga  of  thy  well-atmng  harp? 
Why  did  they  place  no  stone  over  thy  lonely  grave,  that 
the  bards  of  ^ture  times  might  come  and  pour  over  it  sad 
ugbs  and  tears  of  sorrow  to  thy  memory  ?  Poor  unhappy 
bard  !  Perhaps  envy  combined  with  poverty  to  blaat  thy 
rising  genius.  Perhaps  misfortune  bereaved  thee  of  the 
friends  who  would  have  told  posterity  of  the  social  virtues 
of  thy  heart,  and  saved  thy  name  frota  sinking  into  obti- 
vion.  Whether  thou  glidest  through  the  ambient  ur,  or 
whether  thou  soarest  on  the  golden  wing  of  cherub  above 
the  stars  that  light  the  night,  hear  and  rejoice  1  Though 
thou  art  unknown,  though  no  stone  overgrown  with  moss 
points  out  thy  grave  to  the  traveller,  thou  shalt  survive  in 
thy  strains  for  ages ;  the  simple  inmates  of  the  hamlet 
shall  often  rehearse  them  when  sitting  on  the  hearth  at 
the  fire  of  winter.  Tea,  thy  strains  shall  be  admired  till 
the  last  sign  of  genius  expire,  and  Albion  be  no  more. 
Peace  to  thee !  W.  Wight," 


Bp.  Pbbct  to  Dr.  Akdgbsok. 
"  DsAB  Sib,  Oct.  I7, 18W. 

"  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  a 
few  lines  by  Mr.  T.  Armstrong,  a  young  man  of  diatin- 
gmshed  merit,  who  has  for  some  time  been  assistant 
tutor  in  Dr.  Bruce's  academy  at  Belfast,  where  he  attached 
himself  so  kindly  to  our  infant  bard  T.  R.  Robinson, 
whose  education  he  chtedy  superintended,  that  I  cannot 
but  recommend  him  to  your  protection  and  favour,  as  far 
as  you  may  find  convenient.  He  now  goes  to  Edinburgh 
to  attend  the  Divinity  Lectures,  &c.  to  qualify  himself 
for  the  ministry,  and  if  you  can  introduce  him  to  the 
notice  of  the  Professors  and  Directors  of  those  studies, 
you  will  very  much  obUge  me. 

"  I  hope  you  received  my  letter  of  the  29th,  wherein  I 

desired,  if  you  thought  necessary,  to  apply  the  remittance 

therein  to  Miss  Bannerman,*  and  I  would  send  another 

for  Messrs.  Mundell.     My  remote  situation  here  I  fear 

•  See  pp.  123,  IS3. 
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CMinot  auble  me  to  assist  her  fdrtfaer  than  by  toy  own 
priTate  contribatioD,  thongli  1  am  macli  concerned  for  ber 
situation. 

"  In  your  Ust  you  again  urged  me  to  refute  the  state- 
ment oi  Cadell  and  Davies^  concerning  their  edition  of 
Goldsmith's  Works ;  previous  to  that,  you  should  give  me 
a  brief  account  of  their  statement. 

"  Have  you  seen  the  account  of  Bitaon'a  Romances  in 
the  British  Critic  for  September  ?  It  is  singular  enough 
that  the  quotation  prefixed  to  that  collection  is  there 
ascribed  to  Mr.  Ellis,  which  that  wretched  man  had  taken 
from  my  essay  in  the '  ReUques,'  though  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  quote  me  for  it  by  name.  I  have  had  some 
very  carious  memoirs  of  Ritson,  from  a  gentleman  resi- 
dent in  Gray's  Inn,  with  a  very  minute  account  of  the 
tennination  of  his  miserable  life.  In  his  last  frenzy  he 
was  near  setting  fire  to  the  building  by  burning  his 
papers,  &c.  particularly  au  unfinished  attempt  to  prove  our 
Messed  Saviour  an  impostor.  AU  this  I  recdved  from 
my  friend  Mr.  8elby,  with  whom  yon  were  acquiunted  at 
Abwick,  and  who  is  himself  a  Bencher  of  Ora^s  Inn. 

"  Mrs.  Percy  joins  with  me  in  kind  req>ects.  We, 
thank  God,  enjoy  good  health.  I  am  about  to  try  what 
effiwt  electricity  wiJl  have  on  my  declining  sight.  I  have 
just  began  to  apply  it  for  five  minutes  twice  a  day,  and 
shall  pernat  io  my  experiment  some  time, 

^  Believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  regard, 
«  Dear  Sir, 
**  Your  very  bithful  and  obedient  servant, 
"  Tho.  Dbomoab." 


Dr.  Andbbson  to  Bp.  Pebct. 
**  Mt  vbab  Lord, 
"  The  moment  I  had  finished  the  inclosed  for  Mr.  Oil- 
christ,  a  packet  was  put  into  my  hand  by  Mr.  Armstrong 
of  Belfast,  from  your  Lordship,  and  Mr.  Kobinson,  and 
the  young  poet.  I  have  just  time  to  say  that  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  show  attention  to  your  Lora- 
shtp's  recommendation  and  Mr.  Robinson's.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, whom  I  am  much  pleased  with,  shall  be  a  welcome 
viutant  here  at  all  times.  Young  Robinson  has  intro- 
duced bis  friend  to  me  in  a  copy  of  verses,  of  exceeding 
merits     Dr.  Trail  was  here  about  an  hour  ago,  and  writes 
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to  yoQ  by  another  coDTertuice,  and  sends  the  Edinbargfa 
Review.  When  I  am  quite  recovered,  I  will  write  to  yoa 
at  greater  length.     I  am,  &c. 

*'  Ro.  Andbrson." 


"  Mv  DBAS  Lord,  Heriot'*  Oraaa,  4di  Dm.  1804. 

"  I  received  the  favour  of  your  Lordship's  kind  letter 
by  Mr.  Stott,  inclosing  ten  guineas,  for  the  use  of  William 
Wight,  the  young  man  of  Ednam. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  satisfaction  I 
have  in  making  your  Lordship  roy  acknowledgments  for 
a  bene&ction  so  honoantble  to  yourself,  to  Christian 
benevolence,  and  to  human  nature. 

-  "  All  praise,  I  am  sensible,  must  fall  short  of  the  merit 
of  such  a  noble  benediction,  and  of  the  consaous  satis- 
faction you  must  have  in  contributing  to  the  relief  of  one 
of  the  most  helpless  of  human  beings. 

"  Of  the  pleasure  of  being  the  benefactor  of  indigent 
genius  and  virtuous  poverty  men  of  seltish  indifference 
and  thoughtless  levity  have  no  conception.  One  man 
only  among  my  countrymen  and  my  friends  can  form  a 
conception  of  the  exalted  satisfaction  your  Lordship  has 
at  this  moment.  This  excellent  man  is  Sir  WUliam 
Forbes ;  who,  on  my  mentioning  the  case  of  the  young 
man,  and  the  bene&ction  of  a  truly  Christian  bishop, 
immediately  sent  me  the  same  liberal  benefaction  for  bia 
use,  accompanied  with  expressions  of  kindness  which 
enhanced  the  value  of  it. 

"  In  the  list  of  the  contributors  to  the  small  fund  which 
has  been  raised  for  the  comfortable  maintenance  of  the 
young  man,  I  observe,  .with  no. unbecoming  pride,  the 
names  of  my  highly  respected  friends  Bishop  Percy  and 
Sir  William  Forbes  possessing  a  distinguished  pre-emi- 
nence above  those  of  peers  and  peeresses,  and  com- 
moners of  princely  fortune. 

"  Sir  William  Forbes  has  been  employed  some  time  in 
writing  an  extended  biography  of  his  late  amiable  and 
ingenious  friend  Dr.  Beattie,  to  be  pre&xed  to  a  collected 
edition  of  his  Works  in  8vo,  and  printed  aeparately  in 
4to.*  It  is  to  include  his  literary  correspondence  with 
Lord  Lyttelton,  Bishop  Porteus,  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.  on  the 
plan  of  Mason's  Life  of  Gray. 

1  2  Tola.  4tn,  1806,  uid  Id  3  toU.  Bio,  in  tLe  fbl- 
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"1  have  got  the  son  of  our  vorthy  friend  Mr.  Stott 
comfortably  settled  in  tlie  same  house  with  Mr.  Arm- 
itroDg,  very  much  to  their  mutual  eatisFaction.  I  have 
great  confidence  in  the  good  prindplea  and  prudence  of 
Mr,  ArmBtrong,  and  William  Stott  is  of  such  an  amiable 
and  docile  disposition  that  he  cannot  foil  to  derive  both 
moral  and  intellectual  improvement  &om  such  an  acqomnt- 
aiice.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  William  in  every 
respect.  With  bis  fathers  virtues  he  possesses  solid 
talents,  which,  when  duly  cultivated,  will,  I  bare  no 
doubt,  enable  him  to  make  a  distinguished  figqre  in  the 
fiberal  and  useful  profession  he  has  chosen  to  follow  from 
the  most  noble  motives  imaginable.  My  friendship  for 
his  father,  and  his  own  personal  merit^  give  him  the 
strongest  ciums  on  my  regard,  which  I  shall  ever  be 
jeady  to  abow  with  the  most  ansions  solicitude. 

"The  whole  Irish  colony  in  Nicholson  Street,  and  my- 
sdi^  were,  indeed^  deeply  afiected  by  your  Lordshiirs 
account  of  the  hopeless  situation  of  poor  Cunningham, 
beloved  and  esteemed  by  us  aU.  The  premature  wte  of 
this  amiable  and  ingenious  young  man  furnishes  another 
anbject  of  reflection,  mortifying  to  human  pride,  th^ 
fine  talents  and  the  most  exquisite  sensibility  are  but  too 
often  the  predisposing  causes  of  an  insidious   and  fat^ 


"  I  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  Dr.  Grainger's  Idler 
to  Mr.  Burt,  which  is  curious  and  valuable  for  the 
information  it  contain*.  The  facts  correspond  remark- 
ably with  the  information  communicated  to  me  by  his 
brmier'a  relict.  What  is  your  Lordship's  authority  for 
fixing  the  time  of  bis  death  16  Dec.  1766,  and  his  age 
39?*  The  last  seems  incorrect,  from  the  course  of  his 
life  and  studies  requiring  more  time.  Some  of  his  pieces 
are  dated  so  early  as  1 739,  and  two  years  after  he  seems 
to  have  been  old  enough  to  perform  the  duty  of  an  army 
so^eon.  He  must  have  been  then,  I  suppose,  about  20 
years  of  age,  at  least ;  which  would  make  him,  in  17^6* 
abottt  44. 

"  I  will  thank  your  Lordship  to  help  me  to  complete 
tlie  new  Index  I  am  preparing  for  the  '  Suear  Cane.*  In 
B.  III.  1.  5 14,  among  his  Mends  in  England,  he  mentions 
one  descriptively, '  my  Pison's  son — Long  known,  of  worth 
^pproved,'^  &c.    Who  is  he  ?    Is  it  Ih-,  Stewart  Arm- 
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strong  ?*  Waa  he  acquainted  with  Armstrong  at  all  ?  Id 
B.  III.  L  31,  ia  an  address  *  O  M  *  *  *,'  &c.  I  suspect 
this  person  to  be  Daniel  Mathew,t  Esq.,  his  wife's  uncle, 
to  whom  be  dedicated  his  pamphlet  on  the  West  India 
Diseases,  and  of  whom  he  speaks,  with  commendalion,  in 
th«  letter  to  Mr.  Bnrt.  What  is  yoar  Lordship's  opi- 
nion ?  Was  he  acquainted  witli  W.  Whitehead,]:  alluded 
to,  I  suppose,  B.  III.  L  S77  ^ 

"  What  must  I  do  with  Boswell's  ladicrous  account  ot 
the  recitBtion  of  the  '  Sugar  Cane?'§  Shall  I  keep  it,  and 
retain  your  explanation,  as  diey  now  stand?  Did  he  visit 
Scotland  after  his  brother's  death? 

"  I  shall  be  very  thankful  for  any  remarks  your  Lord- 
ship may  think  necessary  on  my  Lue  of  Johnson ;  your 
opinion,  in  all  cases,  will  have  great  weight,  as  it  justly  has 
with  the  public.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  dead  with  liberal, 
-but  not  indiscriminate  praise.  I  shall,  tJierefore,  attend  to 
your  objections  to  Boawell,  and  I  hope  my  impartiality 
will  appear  almost  like  praise. 

"  Mr.  Selby's  account  of  Ritson's  nuserable  end  makes 
but  a  small  {urt  of  the  shocking  (nrcomstances  whid  are 
known  concerning  him.  I  had  the  pleasure  of. a  visit 
from  Mr.  Selhy  last  year,  when  he  r^;retted  the  inter- 
raption  of  your  amicable  correspondence.  His  health  had 
suffered  by  the  fatigue  of  the  Middlesex  election,  but  is 
now  quite  recovered.  The  Duke  is  again  this  year  at 
Alnwick  Castle,  where  he  entertained  Lord  Moira  on 
Sunday  sennight,  on  his  return  from  London.  The  Eail 
spent  a  night  at  the  Castle. 

"  Colonel  Johnes,  the  translator  of  Froissart,  has  aent 
me  a  list  of  names  wbich  occur  in  the  account  of  the 
Battle  of  Otteibuni,  to  be  dedphered,  of  which  I  indose 
a  copy.  It  would  be  esteemed  a  great  &Tour,  if  your 
Lordship  find  it  convenient  to  consider  it,  and  help  him 
to  the  real  names.  His  own  conjectures  are  added.  Tlie 
Colonel  has  nearly  finished  the  printing  of  his  3d  vtdum^ 
and  it  will  be  obliging  if  your  Lordship  would  tzananitt 
your  conjectures  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  I  am,  &C.  Ro.  ANDKasoii.*' 

•  Sm  p.  144. 

t  Tbii  ii  *o  appropriated  b;  Dr.  inianon,  in  Indei  lo  Gninxcr's 
"  Sonr  C«De,'  p.  181.    See  hereaftn,  pp.  144, 146. 

t  So  (ppropmUd  bj  AndencHi,  in  "  Stigw  C«im,"  p.  185.  Sea  hcmf- 
tor,  p.  144. 

5  Dr.  Andenon  hu  girai  flw  uieedota  In  hb  Uft  of  Qf^nfw,  prdlied 
t»  Ui  "  FoetiMl  Worki,"  1B36.     See  bereafter,  p.  144, 
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Bp.  Pebcy  to  Dr.  Andebson. 

"  DbAB  Sib,  Dromore  Rohb,  Fib.  G,  IBOS. 

"  That  your  obliging  letter  has  remained  so  long  nn- 
answered,  and  your  qnericB  unresolved,  you  have,  I  trusty 
candidly  attrilrated  to  no  common  cause.  Since  I  received 
it  I  have  been  much  indisposed,  and  been  also  involved 
in  a  business  of  a  very  pnplexing  and  interesting  nature, 
wbicb  demanded  my  whole  attention. 

**  I  shall  now  consider,  and  endeavour  to  answer  your 
qneriea  icapecting  the  works  of  mv  friend  Dr.  Grainger. 
With  r^ard  to  hia  lettn-  to  Mr.  ^urt,  I  think  it  very 
interesting,  and  upon  the  whole  does  him  hononr.  I  think 
out  of  his  letter  might  be  extracted  many  uiecdotes  and 
references  to  the  history  of  himaeH  and  his  family,  as 
would  assist  you  in  completing  the  narrative  of  his  life, 
capedally  such  as  are  confirmed,  yon  say,  by  hia  brother's 

"  That  his  hther  was  of  Cumberland  I  have  heard  him 
mention,  and  that  he  had  suffered  fi>r  bis  attachment  to 
the  House  of  Stuart  in  the  year  1715,  though  he  mi^t 
not  tliink  pnmer  to  mention  this  in  hia  letter  to  Mr. 
Bait.  His  father  may  also  have  impured  hia  fortune  io 
tlie  manner  he  describes.  The  Doctor  was  his  son  by  a 
second  nuumge.  Hia  elder  brother,  who  became  a  parent 
to  him,  was  by  a  former  wife.  This  is  ^1  I  remember 
concening  hia  bmily.  For  though  iinited  by  the  strictest 
bonds  of  friendship,  my  acquaintance  with  Mm  did  not 
commence  till  about  three  years  before  he  went  abroad. 
In  this  interval  I  only  aaw  him  occasionally  when  I  visited 
London ;  and  afterwuds,  when  he  retomed  to  England  in 
176S,  dioagh  be  spent  some  weeks  with  me  at  my  par- 
aonage  in  t£e  country,  yet  our  convu'sation  was  generally 
on  httrtn  subjects,  and  seldom  or  never  led  to  »mily  or 
personal  mqoiriea. 

"  The  time  at  his  death  was  confirmed  by  the  captun 
of  a  aliip,  who  brought  me  a  very  kind  letter  &om  him  and 
a  present  of  a  pig  fed  with  sugar-canes,  but  told  me  the 
writer  had  died  just  as  he  was  leaving  St.  Kitfs.  How 
afficting  tfaia  coincidence  I  need  not  describe.  As  to  bis 
age  I  know  not  where  I  collected  that,  but  I  must  hare 
certainly  been  misinformed,  &om  the  particulars  yon  men- 
tion, and  you  must  settle  it  as  you  can  by  the  lights  they 
afford  yon. 
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"  In  the  '  Surar  Cane,'  B.  iii.  1.  514,  to  '  Pieon's  Son,' 
you  may  add  mis  note,  '  Probably  Dr.  Annatrong  the 
poet.'*  I  say  probably,  biecause  1  never  heard  him  mention 
their  intimacy,  thougb  it  may  hare  existed  unknown  to 
me.  In  B.  iii.  line  31, '  O  M  *  *  *  *  certainly  applied  to 
Daniel  Mathew,t  Esq.  his  wife's  nncle,  to  whom  he  dedi- 
cated his  pamphlet  on  the  West  India  Diseases,  &c.  In 
B.  III.  1.  377 :  This  certainly  refers  to  the  poet  laoreat 
Whitehead,X  see  his '  Ode  to  the  Nymph  of  Bristol  Spring,' 
Jfcc  This  I  copy  from  a  note  written  at  the  time  in  the 
tnargiii  of  my  edition  of  the  '  Sugar  Cane,'  1764. 

"  BOBweli'a  ludicrous  account  of  the  '  Si^ar  Cane  * 
deserves  no  attention,  and  need  not  be  mentioned,}  astfae 
passage  was  altered  in  the  printed  copy. 

*'  I  think  Dr.  Smollett  accuses  Grainger  of  having 
attacked  him  on  the  subject  of  his  name,  Tobias.  But,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  there  was  no  foundation  for 
this,  and  all  that  Grainger  did  was  the  printing  his  oppo- 
nent's name  at  fall  length  Tobias,  who,  till  then,  had 
always  given  his  signature  T.  Smollet,  and  T.  passed  for 
the  initial  of  Thomas.  But  Smollett  adverted  to  the  above 
circumstance  in  such  angiy  terms  as  showed  he  was  sore 
at  the  disclosure,  which  Grainger  and  his  friends  often 
laughed  at  I  wish  I  could  recover  Grainger's  pamphlet, 
whuJi,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Johnson,  did  nim  honour,  as 
it  contuns  some  judicious  and  valuable  criticisms. 

*'  CoL  Johnes'  queries  concerning  Froissart  came  too  late, 
at  least  are  so  at  present,  for  I  understand  his  book  is 
published ;  and  indeed  the  failure  of  my  sight  had  rendered 
tne  unable  to  investigate  subjects  of  that  kind,  as  the  cor- 
respondence of  names  chiefly  requires  ocular  inspection. 

"  Tou  and  your  Hibernian  friends  have  probailily  heard 
of  the  death  of  poor  Cunningham,  which  took  place  on  the 
27tih  of  December.  A  short  history  and  character  of  him 
was  pubUshed  in  oar  Belfast  newspaper  soon  after,  toge* 
ther  with  an  excellent  poem  of  litue  Tom  Robinson. 
They  will  probably  be  seen  in  the  Gent.  Magasine,||  which 
has  not  yet  reached  us. 

"  Mrs.  Percy  joins  in  compliments  with,  dear  Sir,  yon 
futhful  and  obe£ent  servant,  Tbo,  Obohobb.'' 
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MBUOIR  OF  WILLIAM  CDNNINOHAM. 

''William Cunningham,  the  self-taught  poet,  while  he  was 
a  poor  weaver-boy,  having  received  the  6r3t  nidimentB  of 
edocation  at  one  of  the  Bishop  of  Dromore's  sunday- 
schools,  had,  by  reading  such  books  aa  he  could  borrow, 
made  so  considerable  a  progress,  that,  in  the  autumn  of 
180O,  he  presented  his  Lordshipjvith  a  copy  of  verses 
requesting  the  loan  of  books.  The  Bishop,  struck  with 
the  marks  of  genius  displayed  in  this  poem,  rescued  him 
£rom  the  loom,  and  placed  him  at  the  diocesan  school  of 
Dromore,  where  his  application  was  so  diligent  that,  in 
about  two  years  and  a  half,  he  had  read  the  principal  Latin 
and  Greek  Classics.  Being  thus  qualified  to  superintend 
the  education  of  youth,  which  had  been  the  object  of  his 
wishes,  he  was  received,  early  in  1804,  as  an  assistant 
teacher  in  the  academy  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce,  of  Belfast, 
where  he  was  distinguished  for  his  diligence  and  skill  in 
preparing  the  hoys  under  bis  care  to  he  examined  before 
the  last  summer  vacation.  But,  by  this  time,  such  strong 
ayiDptoms  of  a  consumption  had  appeared  in  his  tall,  thin, 
and  slender  frame,  that  he  could  not  any  more  return  to 
his  chan^,  and  his  declining  health  confined  him  to  the 
house  of  lus  poor  mother,  near  the  turnpike-gate  between 
Hillsboroogh  and  Dromore,  where  he  contmued  to  ex- 
perience the  kindness  of  his  former  patron,  and  was  most 
generously  attended  by  Sir  George  Atkinson,  an  eminent 
physidan  in  Hillsborough ;  but  his  case  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  medical  aid,  and  terminated  fatally.  He  died  at 
Magherabeg,  near  Dromore,  in  Ireland,  Dec.  27, 1804,  and 
was  interred  in  Dromore  churchyard  on  the  29th,  having 
neariy  completed  his  24th  year,  being  born  March  19, 
1781.  Cunningham,  though  very  unlike,  in  his  bodily 
firame,  to  Dr.  Goldsmith,  who^was  short  and  not  slender, 
so  strongly  resembled  him  in  fiice,  that,  when  he  stood 
near  the  profile  of  the  Doctor,  his  portrait  seemed  to  have 
been  drawn  for  him.  His  poetical  compositions  have 
often  adorned  the  pages  of  Oie  Gentleman's  Magazine ; 
and  the  reader  is  referred  particularly  to  vol.  LXXI.  pp. 
iOSO,  1125;  LXXII.  pp.  60, 157,  &c."* 
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"  My  dear  Lord,  Heriot'i  Qnta,  April  3,  IBOS. 

"  I  am  now  to  make  your  Lordship  my  acknowledg- 
ments, which  have  been  too  long  delayed,  for  yinir  hat 
obliging  letter,  and  to  renew  the  assurancei  of  my  true 
respect  and  affectionate  attachment. 

"  The  apology  which  your  Lordship  had  for  suffering 
my  last  packet  to  Dromore  House  to  remain  so  long  un- 
answered, gave  me  greet  uneasiness  for  the  state  of  yoor 
health.  It  came  near  my  own  feelings;  for  my  health, 
during  the  winter,  haa  been  unusually  infirm  and  floctnat- 
ing,  so  that  I  have  hardly  lived  either  for  myself  or  my 
friends. 

"  It  was  with  some  hesitation  that  I  ventured  to  recall 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  life  of  Grainger;  but  I 
am  thankful  for  your  opinion.  The  letter  to  Mr.  Burt 
19  valuable  in  respect  of  the  facts  it  contains.  In  print- 
ing the  new  Index  for  '  The  Sugar  Cane,'  I  durst  not 
hazard  even  the  conjecture  of  Pteon's  Son  bdng  Arm- 
strong;  *  for  your  Lordship  well  observes,  there  is  not  in 
the  whole  passage  the  slightest  allusion  to  hii  poetical 
character.  Your  Lordship's  suggestions  respecting  other 
particulars  will  be  very  useful.  1  am  now  to  put  Grainger 
off  my  hands.  I  find  I  must  compress  the  narrative^  lot 
the  publishers  think  it  will  make  the  first  volume  dispro- 
portionately lai^e ;  but  I  shall  ^ve  it  fully  in  the  general 
edition  of  uie  Lives  of  the  Poets. 

-  "  1  ought  not  certainly  to  have  troubled  your  Lordahip 
with  Col.  Johnes'  queries  concerning  Froissart.  As  tne 
distress  was  urgent,  I  hazarded  my  own  conjectures,  and 
procured  explanations  from  Scott,  who  is  strong  in  Border 
nistory,  which  have  been  printed  in  the  fourth  voiame, 
with  a  handsome  acknowledgment  of  our  assistance. 

"  Mr.  Laing  is  printing  here  a  new  edition  of  Macpher- 
son's  '  Ossian,'  with  notes,  ghowing  his  imitations,  by  the 
addition  of  parallels  from  others  and  himself.  He  is  to 
prefix  a  preface,  in  which  he  intends  to  introduce  your 
Lordship's  testimony  concerning  Macpherson's  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  forgery  to  Sir  John  Elliott,  with  some 
others.  1  think  it  right  that  you  should  see  the  passage, 
and  I  have  procured  from  Mr.  Laing  a  copy  of  it,  and 
likewise  a  copy  ot  Sir  John  Macpherson's  Xetter  to  Dr. 
Clnir,  for  your  inspection.  I  shall  send  them  by  this  post 
to  Mr.  Erckc,  to  be  forwarded  to  you.    It  will  b«  parti- 
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colariy  obUging  to  Mr.  Lidng,  if  you  could,  with  the 
earliest  conrenience,  favour  me  with  your  Opinion  and  in« 
BtractionH  rcHpecting  the  passage.  To  prevent  any  misre- 
pmentatioD,  I  sincerely  wish  you  vould  dictate  a  proper 
statement,  in  your  own  words.  I  remember,  you  once 
thought  of  doing  it  at  Dromore  House,  but  delayed  it  till 
it  slumld  be  wanted.  This  seems  a  proper  place  for  it. 
The  edition  is  a  very  elegant  one. 

AnoBtrong  leaves  us  next  week,  and  will  carry  with  him 
the  honour  of  A.M.  and  the  esteem  of  us  all.  I  will  write 
by  Armstrong  at  greater  length.  With  due  remembrances 
to  Mrs.  Percy,  I  ever  am  your  affectionate  servant, 

"  Ro.  AndbkSOn. 

**  Dr.  Trail  called  on  me  a  few  days  ago.  I  heard  of  the 
death  of  poor  Cunningham,  and  have  sent  little  Robin- 
son's elegy  on  his  deatli,  and  the  account  of  him,  to  be 
inserted  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Poetical  Register. 

"  I  will  be  sincerely  gratified  for  the  promised  remarks 
on  Johnson." 

"  Mt  dear  Lord,  Heriot*i  Qnea,  9th  Apiil,  1805. 

"I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Trril  for  the  present  conveyance, 
whidi  allows  me  merely  to  offer  yuur  Lordship  my  affec- 
tionate respects,  and  to  request  your  acceptance  of  a  copy 
of  Dr.  Ryan's  pamphlet,  which  I  procured  to  be  reprinted 
here  at  the  desire  of  Dr.  Ledwich. 

"  I  addressed  a  few  hurried  lines  to  your  Lordship  last 
Week,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  you  a  small  packet 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ercke,  which  I  hope^ou 
received. 

"  2  very  willingly  complied  with  Mr.  I<aing's  wishes 
relatiDg  to  Macpherson,  as  I  knew  that  your  Lordship 
w>B  not  averse  to  ^ve  your  testimony  to  the  world,  and 
J  wu  satisfied  that  it  could  not  appear  in  a  more  proper 
time  and  in  a  more  proper  place. 

"Acopyoftlie  'Northern  Antiquities'  has  beenputinto 
my  hands  within  these  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  any  corrections  or  additions  that  may  be  thought 
netxssary.  Will  your  I.>ordship  have  the  goodness  to 
s«id  me  a  transcript  of  the  MS.  corrections  and  additions 
in  your  copy  for  the  use  of  the  new  edition  ? 

*'  I  am  ashamed  to  recur  to  the  mention  of  my  Life  of 
JohnsOt),  except  to  say  that  I  trust,  in  some  interval  of 
leisure,  you  may  be  inclined  to  favour  me  with  your  cor- 
L  3 
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rections.    I  earnestly  entreat  your  particular  attention, 
likewise,  to  the  Life  of  Shenstone. 

"  I  suppose  your  Lordship  has  seen  a  collection  of  tiie 
Duchess  of  Somerset's  letters,  announced  for  publication 
in  London.  Does  the  collection  contain  the  Duchess's 
letters  in  your  possession  ?  Indeed  I  cannot  easily  sup- 
pose that  you  vould  encouru;e,  in  any  way,  Phillips's  * 
dangerous  publications  of  that  kind. 

'*  I  observe  in  Good's  '  Life  of  Geddea,*  p.  132,  the  fol- 
lowing passage  and  note : 

"  'We  have  several  English  translations  of  the  Song 
of  Solomon,  some  in  verse  and  some  in  prose,  and  most 
of  them  have  considerable  merit.'t 

"  Our  author  has  forgotten  to  enumerate  another  trans- 
lation of  the  same  book,  most  admirably  executed  and 
enriched  by  a  commentaiy  and  annotations,  printed  for 
Dodsley  in  1764,  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  Dr.  Percy, 
the  present  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

"1  will  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  again  in 
a  few  days. 

**  With  my  kindest  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy,  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  Lord,  your  affectionate  servant, 

"  Ro.  Andbrsok." 

"  Mt  DBAR  LoBD,  H«riiit^  Ortta,  April  13,  1605. 

"  I  cannot  permit  my  young  friend  Mr,  Armstrong  to 
return  to  Ireland  without  a  brief  acknowledgment  of  my 
obligations  to  your  Lordship  for  introdudng  him  to  my 
acquiuntance. 

"  It  will,  I  am  sure,  give  your  Lordship  sincere  pleasure 
to  receive  an  assurance  from  me  that  he  knows  the  value 
of  yoar  recommendation,  and  that  it  has  been  eminently 
useful  to  him,  in  every  respect. 

"  Through  the  kindness  of  my  friend  Professor  Stewart^ 
he,  yesterday,  received  the  diploma  of  A.M.  firom  the  Uni- 
versity ;  a  distinction  which  is  not  lightly  conferred  here, 
and  which,  I  trust,  may  do  him  credit  in  his  own  country, 

"The  interest  he  takes  in  little  Robinson  is  at  once  a 
proof  of  his  discernment  and  the  goodness  of  his  disposi- 
tion.   We  have  discussed  together  several  plans  for  the 

*  Sir  lUoliird  Rulllpi,  the  LondoD  pnbllther. 

t  "  '  Futlcalarlj  u  uionymaui  one  piiotMl  for  MQltr,  17&1,  nd  that  ^ 
Dr.  Hodfion,  joit  now  pablj*h«d .' " 
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improvement  of  the  mind  and  strengthening  the  frame 
of  this  wonderful  boy.  He  is  of  opinion  that  Robinson 
mi^t  be  nsefuUy  employed,  for  some  time,  aa  an  assistant 
in  Dr.  Bmce's  academy,  under  bis  particular  direction.  I 
feel}  I  own,  some  hesitation  in  adopting  his  opinion,  for 
bis  awkwardness  is  so  remarkable,  and  his  manners  so  pe- 
cnliar,  that  I  fear  he  may  he  deficient  in  personal  import- 
ance J  an  essential  quahncation  in  an  instmctor  of  youth. 
His  name  alone  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  creditable  to 
the  seminary,  but,  if  he  has  not  firmness  of  nerves  and  suf- 
ficient confidence  in  himself,  be  would  derive  no  credit 
from  the  employment,  and,  it  may  be,  suffer  some  mortifi- 
cation, which  ought  not  to  he.  The  particular  turn  of  his 
mind  ought  to  be  regarded,  and  even  his  peculiar  habita 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  this  scheme.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  fully  aware  that  some  improvement  may  be 
reasonably  expected  from  his  exchanging  the  excess,  per- 
haps, of  parental  indulgence  for  the  exact  propriety  and 
order  of  a  genteel  well-regulated  family.  Of  this  plan  I 
can  judge  very  imperfectly;  but  Mr.  Armstrong  will  gladly 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  shewing  his  respect  to 
your  Lordship,  and  of  receiving  your  advice  and  direcUoa 
concenung  it. 

*'  A  few  days  ago  I  sent  yonr  Lordship  a  small  parcel  by 
a  lady  going  to  Ltsbume,  containing  a  copy  of  Dr.  Ryan'a 
pamphlet.  I  mentioned  the  author  in  confidence.  At 
the  desire  of  our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Ledwich  I  have  pre- 
vailed on  the  publishers  of  it'  to  undertake  an  enla^d 
edition  of  the  same  author's  '  History  of  the  Effects  of  Re« 
ligion,'  &c. 

"  A  new  edition  of  Bruce's  Travels  is  printing  here  tr 
seren  volumes  8vo.,  witii  a  copious  I^e  of  the  Author,  by 
Mr.  Mnrray,  a  young  friend  of  mine. 

"  Mr.  Cooper  Walker's  '  Essay  on  the  Revival  of  thq 
Drama  in  Italy  *  is  printed,  and  will  be  published  in  a  few 
days. 

"  Mr.  Boyd  is  still  lingering  in  London.  I  bad  a  letter 
from  him  yesterday,  by  whi(^  I  find  he  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  find  a  purchaser  of  his  Translation  of  the  Araucana.^ 
He  seems  to  have  some  dependence  on  the  friendly  zeal 
of  Mr.  Mathias.     By  his  aavice,  he  wishes  to  transfer  the 

*  S«eantlii«  Poem,  "TbeAraneatw,"  Slimondi'ilit.  of  SonUiof  Borop^ 
ToL  11.  p.  9T1.  The  flnt  put  Wm  pabltehed  In  1S69 ;  tb«  Momd  in  1578 1 
the  third  In  1590. 
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printing  of  the  two  voliunu  of  hii  Poems,  whioh  wu  nn- 
deTtfjien  here,  to  London.  As  thejrhave  been  fmnounood 
for  publication  among  Mundell's  Booki  in  the  preu,  I  am 
alraid  it  cannot  easily  be  done. 

"  I  offer  my  affectionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Farcy,  and 
ever  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  faithfully, 

"Jlo.  ANDBIiaON.** 


Bp.  Percy  to  Dr.  Anderson. 

"  DbAR  8m,  Dnnnan  Boom,  Hij  ISOS. 

*'  1  reoeired  from  you  lart  month  three  T«ry  obliging 
letters  with  most  acceptable  Inoloaures ;  but  only  the  first, 
I  believe,  had  come  to  hand  when  I  sent  the  statement 
for  Mr.  Laing  concerning  Macpherson,  &c.  This,  I  hope, 
proved  satisroctory  j  if  not,  I  would  endeavour  to  render 
it  so  by  considering  any  propused  alterations. 

"  I  thank  you  for  Dr.  Ryan's  pamphlet  i  and  must  desire 
you  to  present  my  respects  to  Lord  Buchan,  vrtth  Iny 
proper  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  he  did  me  in 
sending  me  the  first  of  his  Oriental  Repast).  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  most  remote  eastern  coast  breakfast  on  tea, 
as  we  do )  hut,  I  believe,  witliout  any  of  the  sublime 
BU^;eBtionB  of  his  Lordship. 

"  Of  Phillips's  intended  publication  of  the  Duchess  of 
fiomersef  s  Letters  I  know  nothing  (  and  certainly  should 
be  very  unwilling  to  entrust  to  him  any  productions  of 
that  most  BmiabTe  lady,  the  mother  of  my  late  excellent 
patroness  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland.  In  your  life 
of  Shenstone  you  have  ngbtly  characterised  her,  as  'a 
Iiady  distinguished  for  her  exalted  piety,  as  well  as  every 
other  accomplishment,'  p.  58?.  Wnat,  then,  will  be  your 
sensations  to  see  attributed  to  this  foultless  character  the 
lascivious  verses  usuallv  ascribed  to  Lady  M.  W.  Mon- 
tagu in  Dodsley's  Miscellanies,  beginning — 
*  J>e»t  Calin,  pitrant  mj  irarm  blodiu,'  &c. 

In  the  late  publication  of  this  Ladv's  l^etters  by  J.  Da(< 
laway,  see  vol.  V.  p.  193  ?  Lady  Mary,  in  one  of  hv 
letters  to  her  daughter  Lady  Bute,  has  very  allowably 
vindicated  herself  from  the  imputation  of  having  written 
those  indecent  verses ;  but,  aa  she  does  not  herself  naine 
the  authorus,  what  can  be  said  for  this  ddlaway  tinw 
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of  wflich)  at  beat,  he  dould  have  had  no  other  information 
than  by  vtry  remote  report>  for  the  Terses  must  have  been 
written  before  he  vas  bom,  and  he  couid  not  have  made 
an  application  of  them  to  any  one  with  lets  oredibility, 
from  the  uniform  tenor  of  tliat  Lady's  life  and  cha- 
raOtcr  (  besides,  I  do  not  remember  that  she  ever  wrote 
any  rerses  at  aU,  though  her  epistolary  compositions  are 
of  the  first-rate  merit.  This  posthumous  attempt  to 
aipene  her  fame,  till  now  of  the  most  unsullied  purity,  at 
the  distance  of  more  than  half  a  century,  cannot  be  too 
setrersiy  reprobated  ;  and  I  hope  you  wiU  not  let  it  pass 
BDMnanred  in  vour  next  edition  of  Bhenatone's  Life, 
where  it  tnay  be  very  properly  alluded  to  in  a  note 
lefening  to  yonr  mention  of  the  Duchess  of  Somerset. 

"  You  ask  me  if  I  have  any  corrections  to  propose  for 
Shenstone's  Life.  I  suppose  you  mean  that  part  of  it 
iriwrain  I  am  represented  to  have  been  greatly  assisted  by 
him  in  the  publicatfoti  of  the  *  Relinues/  he.  On  this 
sabject  yoa  would  do  well  to  consult  the  preface  to  my 
new  edition,  vol.  T.  p.  17,  and  particularly  the  note, 
wherein  I  refer  to  the  following  passage^  in  a  letter  of 
abenttotw  to  Mr.  Graves^  Which  he  has  published  in 
voL  IIL  of  Shenstone's  Works  : — '  I  proposed  the  scheme 
tor  bfm  (Mr.  Percy).  I  was  also  to  have  assisted  him  in 
aalecting  and  n|}ectingi  and  in  fixing  upon  the  best 
leadings  I  bnt  my  illness  broke  ofi*  our  correspondence 
the  bc^nning  of  winter,  and  I  know  not  what  he  has  done 
nnoti'  Bot  on  this  subject  I  must  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Qraves's  own  Icttw  to  me,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy. 
Johnson  had  committed  great  mistakes  with  respect  to 
Shen>toDe>  which  you  have  terv  properly  rectified  on  the 
aothority  of  Graves.  He  groisly  misrepresented  both  his 
cireiunatances  and  his  house,  Vhich  was  small  hut  elegant, 
and  displayed  a  great  deal  of  taste  in  the  alteration  and 
■ooommodation  of  the  apartments,  &c.  On  his  sideboard 
be  had  a  neat  ntarble  cistern,  which,  by  turning  a  cock, 
was  fed  with  Uving  water ;  and  he  had  many  other  little 
e!^;ant  contrivances,  which  displayed  his  genius,  and  made 
Qie  regret  that  this  little  Temple  of  the  Muses  was  pulled 
down  for  the  larger  building  of  Mr.  Home.  This  you 
ma^)  if  yon  please,  mention  in  your  new  edition.  That 
JirfitMon  ■hoald  have  no  conception  of  the  value  ot  merit 
of  what  is  now  called  Hcturesque  Gardening,  we  cannot 
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wonder,  as  he  vr&s  so  extremely  shortughted  that  he  never 
aa.w  a  rural  landscape  in  bis  life ;  andin  his  Travels  through 
Scotland  pronoances  that  one  mountain  must  be  ake 
another.  But  you  have  sufficiently  corrected  his  mistake 
on  this  subject.  Among  Shenstone  s  *  Levities  and  Songs ' 
are  many  which  he  himself  sorely  regretted  to  me  had 
ever  been  committed  to  the  press.  But,  when  Dodaley 
was  printing  that  volume  of  his  Miscellanies  in  which 
they  first  appeared,  Mr.  Shenstone  lay  ill  of  a  fever,  and, 
being  unable  to  make  any  selection,  ordered  his  whole 
portfolio  to  be  sent  to  him,  relying  on  his  care  to  make  a 
proper  choice  of  what  were  fit  to  be  published;  but  he 
obtruded  the  whole  into  his  volume,  and  afterwards  used 
that  as  a  plea  for  inserting  them  in  his  Works.  But  in  the 
value  of  purchase,  how  much  Mr.  Shenstone's  estate  was 
improved  by  his  taste  will  be  judged  from  the  price  it 
fetched  when  sold  hy  auction  in  1795,  being  £17,000  ster- 
ling, though  when  it  descended  to  him  it  was  only  valued 
at  ^00  a-year.     This,  I  think,  will  deserve  mention. 

"  I  must  ask  your  pardon  for  having  delayed  my  cor- 
rections of  Johnson's  Life  so  \oag ;  but  the  failure  of  my 
sight  makes  me  proceed  so  slowly  in  all  necessary  busi- 
ness, and  I  have  much,  both  official  and  financial,  that  1 
am  obliged  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  my  friends 
in  all  other  subjects;  yet,  if  you  will  mention  the  ntmost 
time  yon  can  possibly  allow  me,  I  will  endeavour  to  attend 
to  it,  although  a  great  influx  of  business  presses  upon  me 
this  summer. 

"Let  me  also  know  when  you  reprint  your  Life  of 
Swift,  as  I  hope  to  make  some  little  communications  on 
that  subject. 

**  For  the  new  edition  of  the  '  Northern  Antiquities '  I 
will  send  you  very  soon  what  few  corrections  and  improve- 
ments I  have  to  offer ;  and  pray  mention  if  you  think 
any  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  spedmeni  of 
Runic  poetry ;  for  the  petty,  captious  strictures,  which  you 
quoted  in  a  former  letter,*  I  do  not  think  worth  notioe,  as 
I  was  supported  in  my  version  of  the  disputed  passages 
by  the  greatest  Northern  antiquaries. 

"  I  wish  you  would  now  inform  me  whatis  the  story  told 
by  Davies  concerning  our  transactions  with  respect  to 
Goldsmith's  Works,  which  you  may  do  in  perfect  confi- 
dence for  I  will  never  quote  or  mention  your  name  in  mj 
•  S«b«fm,  pp.  13T,  130. 
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refatation  of  his  slanders,  and  statement  of  bis  sinister 
conduct. 

"  I  think  you  mention,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
of  1803,  yon  saw  my  friend  Mr.  Selby,  when  be  re^tted 
Uie  interruption  of  onr  correspondence ;  but  we  have  since 
renewed  it,  and  he  favoured  me  last  year  with  a  very 
minute  and  interesting  account  of  Ritson's  tra^^cal  exit. 
In  the  British  Critic  for  Januarv  you  will  see  some  allusion 
to  that  subject,*  brought  in  awkwardly  enough  there,  as  it 
ought  to  hare  appeared  in  the  former  volume,  either  in 
the  number  or  prebce  where  lUtson's  work  is  mentioned, 

"  I  must  not  close  without  desiring  you  to  present  my 
proper  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Stewart  for  his  kind 
attention  to  young  Armstrong,  and  the  like  to  yourself  on 
the  same  account.  I  think  he  will  do  credit  to  you  both. 
They  have  taken  Httle  Robinson  into  Dr.  Bnice's  family 
as  an  Usher,  which  cannot  but  tend  to  polish  his  manners 
and  accustom  him  to  the  civilities  of  life,  which  the 
indulgence  of  his  fond  parents  would  be  too  apt  to  make 
him  neglect.  They  have  lately  exhibited  on  the  Bellast 
Theatre  a  wonderful  little  actress,  six  years  old,  who  is 
mid  to  rival,  if  not  eclipse.  Young  Betty  himself,  and  T. 
R.  Robinson  wrote  for  her  a  very  Uvely  and  appropriate 
address,  which  I  doubt  not  will  appear  in  the  English 
Piq>ers.t  In  the  Morning  Post,  May  23,  you  will  see  some 
▼err  el^ant  verses,  written  by  our  friend  Hafiz,:];  on  Saint 
Counan^  Well  in  my  Glen,  in  which,  with  great  delicacy 
and  nothing  fulsome,  is  a  compliment  paid  to  your  humble 
servant,  otherwise  I  should  not  mention  it  to  you. 
I^ese  verses  I  found  one  morning  hanging  over  the  Well 
itself,  without  any  writer's  name ;  a  proof  of  bis  delicate 
attention." 

Dr.  Andbbbon  to  Bp.  Percy. 

"My  dear  Lord,  Heriot'i  Green,  IS  Jane,  IfloS. 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  seizing  the  opportunity  of 
Dr.  Trail's  going  to  Ireland,  to  return  your  Lordship  my 
tfaunks  for  two  most  obliging  and  interesting  packets, 
which  I  duly  received ;  the  last,  by  the  way  of  Dublin, 
about  eight  cuys  ago. 

**  I  have  deUyed  so  long  making  your  Lordship  my 
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Mknowladgments  for  the  statement  ycra  communicated  to 
me  concerning  Macplierson,  which  was  completely  aatia- 
factory  to  Mr.  Laing,  from  a  fear  of  breaking  in  too  fre- 
quently upon  that  leisure  which  you  dedicate  to  the  moat 
important  duties. 

"  I  had  another  reason  for  risking,  by  my  silence,  the 
appearance  of  being  insensible  to  your  Lordahip'a  very 
ooliging  attention  towards  me ;  and  that  is,  the  expecta- 
tion I  had  from  time  to  time  of  being  able  to  send  you  « 
copy  of  Mr.  Laing's  Preface,  which,  owing  to  the  deUy  Id 
communicating  to  him  the  sheets  of  the  Report  of  the 
Highland  Society,  as  they  were  thrown  off,  tor  his  use, 
was  only  printed  off  two  days  ago. 

"  Instead  of  the  Preface,  where  the  statement  is  Inwrted^ 
Mr.  Laing  ia  to  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  whole 
work,  which  ia  curious  and  valuable,  and  has  given  orden 
to  have  one  put  in  boards  for  you,  to  go  by  Dr.  Trul ;  and 
I  have  this  moment  been  at  Constabl&ato  urge  the  getting 
it  done  in  time. 

*'  The  Doctor  is  to  take  for  you  a  copy  of  the  Report 
respecting  the  authenticity  of  the  Poems  of  Ossian)  so 
that  you  will  be  able  to  form  a  proper  judgment  on  the 
controTersy  between  Mr.  Laing  and  the  believers. 

"  Mr.  Lung's  present  to  your  liordship  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  accompanied  with  a  due  acknowledgment  of  your 
liberality  and  politeness,  of  which  fae  speaks  in  very  nigh 
terms. 

"  The  statement,  whioh  even  Dr.  Smith  allowB  to  be  of 
very  great  w^ht,  is,  you  see,  printed  in  yoiu  own  words; 
but  Mr.  Laing  has  removed  the  noto  referring  to  the 
authority  you  gave  me,  to  the  textj  where  he  tho^fat  it 
came  in  more  properly. 

"  I  wish  much  to  have  your  Lordship's  opinion  of  the 
controversy,  as  it  now  stands,  at  some  moment  of  leisure. 
The  whole  evidence  on  the  side  of  the  believers  has  been 
produced,  and  its  value  estimated  in  Mr.  Laing's  t'refaca. 

"  Every  part  of  your  Lordship's  last  communication  is 
Taluable ;  and,  though  I  do  not  mention  the  fact*  and 
observations  particubrly,  I  estimate  as  I  ought  their 
value,  and  some  of  them  will  serve  to  illustrate  my  poeti^ 
cal  bi<qfraphies. 

"  Most  sincerely  do  I  wish  to  have  your  remarks  on  my 
Life  of  Johnson,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  yon  may 
find  a  little  leisure  in  the  course  of  the  lUEuinM  to  give 
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ma  tiie  benefit  of  tham.  It  ia  not  intended  to  go  to  pmi 
till  aboat  the  latter  end  of  October ;  80  that  it  may  come 
oat  in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

**  The  corrections,  &c.  for  the  new  edition  of  the 
Northern  Antiquities  -will  be  acceptable  aa  soon  as  pos- 
aible^  as  it  is  intended  to  bring  it  out  about  the  same 
time.  In  a  new  edition  some  alterations  in  the  Bunic 
Songs  will  be  necessary.  The  supplementary  note  at  the 
•nd  may  be  placed  under  p^es  !),  10,  with  some  altera- 
tion in  the  first  sentence.  The  prebminary  observations 
are  quotations,  distinguished  by  inverted  commas)  but 
thfl  note  is  apparently  the  tronslator's.  Is  there  any 
reason  now  for  retiuning  the  N.  B,  on  the  back  of  the 
title-page?  The  note,  page  10,  in  the  Preface,  relating 
to  Mallet,  should  be  altered.  In  page  13,  Prefiicei  there 
is  a  correction  thus  i  '  Its  aim  at  least  is  to  show,  that  if 
that  studies.'  Tbe  correction  seems  incomplete,  llie 
strictures  of  Herbert,  for  the  reasons  you  mention,  are  not 
worth  notice.  A  tnmslation  of  Regncr  Lodbrog  has  been 
given  by  Mr.  Johnstone.  What  is  the  cbanicter  of  it  ?  It 
fa  not  a  poetical  one. 

"  As  to  the  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Rees^  in 
ivhich  your  name  was  mentioned  improperly,  I  yet  retein, 
at  this  distance  of  time,  a  general  impression  of  i^  though 
I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  the  particular  expressions.  It 
ms  occasioned  by  mentioning  to  Mr.  Rees  a  conversation  I 
had  with  Mr.  Iiongman  sometime  before,  relative  to  his 
undertaking  a  new  edition  of  the  Northern  Antiqnitiest 
Dr.  Leyden  was  present,  and,  as  1  recollect,  eagerly 
recommended  the  undertaking,  and  proposed  Mr,  Walter 
Soott  to  be  the  editor.  Mr.  Longman  said,  '  I  would 
prefiBr  Bishop  Percy ;  his  name  is  of  more  wught  and 
importance  in  the  literary  world,  and  of  higher  estimation 
wiu  the  public  at  la^.'  In  this  opinion  I  ooncurred, 
and  I  even  went  the  length  of  saying,  that  the  '  Border 
Ballads'  were  not  entitled  to  be  plaoed  on  the  same  shelf 
with  the  '  Beliques,'  This  opinioUf  I  understand,  has  been 
reported  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  has  produced  a  jealousy  of 
yow  pretensions,  and  a  coldness  towards  me.  The  exist* 
enoe  of  a  literary  cabal  is  evident,  and  Soott  is  the  idol. 
But  more  of  this  another  time.  To  return  to  Rees.  He 
peremptorily  declined  the  undertaking,  which  Longman 
caught  eagerly,  and  said,  from  the  acoount  Mr.  Davies  had 
^ven  him  of  your  temper  and  conduct  In  the  edition  of 
Goldsmith,  he  would  nave  no  concern  with  you  in  any 
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like  undertaking  whatever.  He  mentioned  bringbg  fisr- 
ward  Boyd,  and  other  things  of  a  troublesome  kind.  To 
all  this  I  opposed  your  own  account,  which  obtained  no 
credit  with  him, 

"  I  have  written  to  the  editor  of  the  '  Poetical  Register* 
respecting  the  report  that  is  wandering  about  Belfaat^ 
which  I  have  no  doubt  is  entirely  eroundtess.  The  pieces 
I  sent  are  few  in  number,  and  could  not  make  a  separate 
publication,  even  with  such  materials  as  the  newspapers 
might  supply.  Besides  Mr.  Hood  is  a  fair  man,  and  inca- 
pable of  an  undertaking  of  the  kind. 

"  Some  friend  in  Belfast  sent  me  the  newspaper  which 
contained  little  Robinson's  Address,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly good.  I  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  send  him  a 
copy  of  my  young  friend  Mr,  Gillespie's  poem  on  Refine- 
ment, which  is  just  printed,  but  not  published,  I  beg 
your  Lordship's  acceptance  of  a  copy,  and  would  be  ^d 
to  have  your  opinion  of  it. 

"  I  send  also,  for  your  acceptance,  a  copy  of  my  friend 
Dr.  Brown's  Observations  on  Hume.  As  you  bave  already 
Professor  Stewart's  account  of  Leslie's  affair,*  Dr.  Trail 
will  tell  you  the  rest.  Ro.  Anderson." 


"  My  dear  Lord,  Heriof«  Greeo,  3d  Sept-t  1805. 

"  The  return  of  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Stott  to  Ireland, 
allows  me  an  opportunity  of  making  your  Lordship  my 
acknowledgmente  for  your  kind  letter,  and  of  expressing 
my  affectionate  respects  and  cordial  remembrances. 

"  I  designed  your  Lordship  a  longer  letter,  in  continna- 
tion  of  my  last ;  but  I  am  disappointed  by  Mr.  Stott  and 
his  friends  taking  their  departure  a  day  sooner  than  I 
expected. 

"  My  time  has  been  much  employed  lately  by  necessary 
attentions  to  visitants  introduced  to  my  acquaintance 
from  London  and  Dublin,  A  son  of  Counsellor  Dubigg,^ 
an  agreeable  young  man,  brought  me  a  present  of^is 
father's  publications, '  King's  Inns  Remembrances,'  and 
two  pamphlets.  Mr.  Duhigg  is  highly  commended  aa  a 
legal  antiquary  by  our  friend  Dr.  Ledwich,  and  appears  to 

*  See  pRmpbleta  on  tfaig  «nbject, by  Profeiaor  Stewart,!  Hioiater of  Edio- 
bnrgb,  and  by  PrafeHOr  PUyfair,  In  1806,  Edinburgh,  ^e  subject  wu  on 
"  Tie  Election  of  a  Mathematical  Profeawr." 

f  "  Not  received  till  Jan.  29,  1806.    T.  DaoMoaE.'' 
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be  a  writer  of  curious  research  and  information ;  but  be 
writes  B  bad  English  style.  He  is  publishing  the  '  History 
of  the  King's  Inns ;'  I  hope  it  is  written  with  more  sim- 
plicity and  perspicuity. 

"  I  was  exceedingly  gratified  by  the  accounts  Mr.  Stott 
gave  me  of  your  Lordship's  health.  It  is  pleasant  to 
yonr  friends  to  reflect  how  very  few  privations  you  have 
suffered  by  the  feilure  of  your  sight. 

**  Subscription  papers  for  young  Robinson's  extraor- 
dinary volume  have  been  sent  to  me  from  Belfast,  and  I 
have  got  a  few  names,  and  when  the  town  is  full,  I  espect 
a  great  many  more. 

"  I  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  procure  your  Lordship 
a  copy  of  Johnstone's  publication,  referred  to  in  my  last. 
It  is  entitled,  '  Lodbrokar-Q,uida ;  or,  the  Death-Song  of 
Ijodbrok :  now  first  correctly  printed  from  various  manu- 
scripts, with  a  free  English  translation :  to  which  are  added 
the  various  readings,  a  literal  Latin  version,  an  Islando- 
Xiatino  Glossary,  and  explanatory  notes.  By  the  Rev. 
James  Johnstone,*  A.M.  Chaplain  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Court  of  Denmark,' 
printed  for  Elmsly,  London,  12mo.  17^3,  price  3t.  The 
author,  I  think,  died  some  years  ago  in  Dublin,  and  was,  I 
believe,  known  to  Mr.  Cooper  Walker.  Has  your  Lord- 
sliip  seen  Mr.  Walker's  last  publication  ?  f 

"  I  have  had  an  unpleasant  correspondence  with  our 
friend  Mr.  Boyd  relative  to  the  printing  of  his  Poems 
here,  or  in  London.  They  had  been  some  time  ago 
announced  for  publication  here ;  but,  having  entered  into 
some  engagement  with  Longman  and  Co.  he  was  desirous 
to  have  the  MSS.  returned,  and  I  got  the  matter,  at 
length,  settled  entirely  to  his  satisfaction.    I  acted  solely 

*  He  Rtt.  Junea  JohoBtoiie,  M.A.  pnbliihcd  (beiides  tbe  work 
mentkiMd  kb(iT«)  "'DuiNorw^in  Acconntof  Haco's  Expedition  against 
Scotluid  in  1363.  In  the  original  Iilandic,  from  the  Flatejin  and  ^iaian 
M3.;  with  ■  literal  EngliibTerwonaud  Notes.  Copenh.  17B3."  4to.— "  An- 
tiqnititct  Cello-NormaDio  ;  coDtaining  the  Chronicle  of  Man  and  the  IbIss. 
Abridged  bj  Camden,  and  now  flrat  pabliahed  cocoplete  from  the  original 
MS.  in  the  British  Mnseam ;  nitb  an  English  translation  and  notes,  &c, 
Copenh. IT 8G." 4 to.  This  work  waareviBWedbjlhemodern  Camden,  Richard 
Goo^  esq.  in  Gent.  Mag.  for  Dec.  l'S6,  p.  1061;  and  the  retiew  produced 
■  defeiHie  oF  Mr.  Johnstone  in  the  aame  Mag.  for  Julf  1787,  p.  565 ;  in 
vbicfc  are  noticed  some  private  particulars  of  the  author's  historj. — "  Anti" 
qnHitei  Celto-Scandice,  aire  Series  Remni  Gestamm  inter  NatioDcs  Britan- 
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from  a  regard  to  his  intflreat  and  reputation )  bat,  I  fear, 
he  is  offended,  as  I  have  not  heard  from  him  for  ionic 
time,  and  he  is  I  understand  still  in  England.  Mr.  Stott 
is  negotiating  the  publication  of  a  volume  with  LfOngman, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  successful.    R.  Anderson." 


Bp,  Percy  to  Dr.  Andbbson. 

"  DbAR  Sib,  Dranwra  Howe,  Not.  27,  IROS. 

"  Amidst  continual  interruptions  of  official  business,  or 
otjier  unaroidable  avocations,  I  have  at  length  gon< 
through  your  Life  of  Johnson,  and  submitted  such  cor^ 
lections,  additions,  and  notes,  as  occurred  to  me,  of  which 
you  may  make  what  use  you  please ;  but  I  could  wish 
not  to  have  my  name  unnecessarily  obtruded  on  the 
reader,  and  therefore  beg  you  will  manage  that  with  your 
usual  prudence  and  delicacy.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
avoid  all  hanh  censures  on  Johnson's  former  Biographers, 
but,  if  you  think  anything  too  severe  or  uncandid,  I  leave 
you  to  softeu  it.  If  the  like  should  have  escaped  your 
own  pen,  I  am  sure  your  candour  and  liberal  sentiments 
will  induce  you  to  do  the  same  yourself.  I  think  you 
have  more  Uiaa  once  blamed  Johnson  for  wasting  his  life 
in  unprofitable  conversation,  &c.  Surely  such  a  sentence 
cannot  justly  be  passed  on  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
voluminous  writers  we  ever  had,  because  he  was  not 
always  writing  and  publishing.  It  is  true  he  sometimes 
blames  himself,  but,  if  this  proceeded  from  his  over  reli- 
gious scruples  and  morbid  melancholy,  no  considerate 
ftrson  will  join  him  in  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  acquit  him. 
must  also  express  my  wish,  tiiat,  as  Johnson  s  biographer, 
you  would  not  give  so  decided  a  sentence  on  any  of  the 

Eolitical  opinions  in  which  you  may  happen  to  differ  from 
im,  and  from  many  other  of  your  readers.  Let  them 
stand  or  fall  upon  tneir  own  bottom.  I  think  a  candid 
and  impartial  history  should  not  be  a  book  of  political 
controversy.  My  friendship  for  you  urges  me  to  recom- 
mend all  the  above  points  to  your  mature  consideration, 

"  The  book  I  have  transmitted  to  our  Secretary  at  the 
Dublin  Post  Office,  who,  I  trusty  will  frank  it  to  you.  As 
soon  as  I  am  informed  of  its  safe  airival>  you  shall  hear 
again  from,  dear  Sir,  your  very  faithful  and  obedient 
Berrant,  T.  Dbomorb." 
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Dr.  Andsbbon  to  Bp.  PCBOT. 
"  Mt  DBAR  Lord,  Heriofi  Grera,  Dee.  14,  IMS. 

"  I  sent  a  Letter, to  your  Lordship  in  a  parcel  addresBed 
to  Mr.  Stott  at  Glasgow,  which  Protessor  Richardson,  who 
ms  conoemed  in  it,  has  endeaTOured  to  recover,*  but  with* 


I  havo  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Lordship's 
favours  i  the  last  on  the  Sd  instant,  which  was 


followed,  a  few  days  after,  hy  the  Life  of  Johnson,  for- 
mrdad  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  in  Dublin. 

**  I  lost  no  time  in  attending  to  your  Lordship's  inquiries 
about  Mr.  Boyle  the  banker,  supposed  to  have  some  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  late  John  Lays  Black,  a  native  of 
tteomore.  From  my  own  knowledge,  I  was  certain  that 
no  banker  of  that  name  had  resided  in  Edinburgh  within 
the  lest  thirty  years.  But  it  occurred  to  me  that  Boyle 
might  be  a  mistaken  spelling  for  Bogle,  a  name  that  ap- 
pear! on  the  notes  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  I 
conmlted  Mr.  Simpson  the  cashier,  and  Mr.  Bogle,  one  of 
&t)  clerks.  The  index  of  the  names  of  persons  who  have 
money  deposited  in  the  Bank  was  carefully  examined,  and 
the  name  of  J.  L>  Black  could  not  be  found,  I  inquired 
at  every  other  banking-house  here,  in  vain ;  and  nnally 
refolved  to  have  the  advice  of  my  worthy  friend  Sir  Wil- 
liam Forbes,  the  banker,  who  was  then  dettuned  in  Aber- 
dMnshire  by  a  severe  accident.  I  have  now  his  assurance 
thi^  no  banker  of  the  name  of  Boyle  ever  resided  here,  nor 
in  Ola^w ;  though  there  is  a  considerable  merchant  of 
the  name  of  Bogle  in  that  city,  who  may  have  connections 
with  Ireland.  It  would  seem  that  Black's  relations  have 
no  receipt  or  voucher  of  the  deposit ;  the  want  of  which,  if 
ib«  money  could  be  traced,  would  occasion  some  difficulty 
m  tfae  payment. 

'^  Amidst  the  public  and  private  duties  which  press  on 
yont  Lordship's  time,  joined  to  the  weakness  of  sight,  I 
nel  infinitely  flattered  and  obliged  by  your  minute  and 
critical  examination  of  my  Life  of  Johnson,  The  correc- 
tions and  additions  are  numerous  and  important,  and  will, 
in  every  respect,  be  estimated  by  me;  and  they  ought  and 
I  am  sure  will  be  greatly  valued  by  the  public,  on  account 
of  the  hand  from  which  they  come.  I  have  not  yet  deter- 
mined on  the  use  I  am  to  make  of  your  liberal  permission ; 
bst  tbey  are  to  accurately  written,  particularly  the  addi- 
*  Frlntsd  i&  p.  IM. 
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tions,  that  I  think,  at  preseot,  of  printing  tbem  ks  they 
are,  with  your  Lordship's  signature,  in  the  form  of  notes. 

"  I  am  extremely  anxious  that  Uttle  Robinson  should 
have  a  well-iilled  subscription,  and  I  have  not  been  idle, 
nor  unsucotssful,  though  the  town  is  not  yet  full,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  excite  the  same  interest  in  him  bere  as  there  is 
naturally  in  Ireland.  Miss  Stewart,  with  her  name,  has 
sent  me  a  copy  of  verses  to  the  youne  poet,  which  I  shall 
transmit  to  Belfast,  when  I  get  a  franx. 

"  The  Northern  Antiqiuties  is  to  be  begun  to  be  printed 
when  the  manager  of  Mundell  and  Son's  business  retona 
from  London,  about  the  beginning  of  January,  He 
has  been  absent  two  months,  and  several  works  have 
been  delayed  in  which  I  am  concerned.  I  will  give  yon 
timely  notice  of  its  progress  through  the  press.  1  wall 
write  to  you  more  {particularly  about  Johnson.  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  the  good  accounts  of  your  general  health 
from  every  quarter.  With  kindest  wishes  to  Mrs.  Percy, 
"  I  ever  am,  &c.  R.  Andsebon.' 


"  My   DBAR   Lord,  Hcriot'i  Otmii,  Mamh  25,  ISOG. 

"  Since  the  return  of  Mr.  Doig  from  London  I  liave 
been  incessantly  urging  him  to  b^n  the  Northern  Anti- 
quities, and  I  have  delayed  wriUng  to  your  Lordship  till  I 
am  ashamed,  because  me  work  which  it  is  to  follow  has 
not  passed  through  the  press. 

"Having  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  your  Lordship 
by  William  Stott  returning  to  Dromore,  I  had  some  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Doig  to  dav  concerning  the  business, 
and  have  finally  arranged  with  nim  the  mechanical  part, 
which  is  to  be  far  more  elegant,  in  respect  of  paper  and 
print,  tlian  the  last  edition,  and  the  volumes  will  Be  more 
uniform.  I  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  to  engrave  the 
specimens  of  the  Islandic  character.  Herbert  and  others 
uniformly  spell  the  6rst  syllable  of  tlie  word  Islandic  lee. 
Does  your  Lordship  prefer  the  old  spelling  ?  I  have  some 
petty  questions  of  this  kind  in  reserve,  when  we  begin  to 
print.  I  am  greatly  flattered  by  the  confidence  your 
Lordship  reposes  in  me,  but  feel  that  I  must  exercise  the 
privilege  of  correction  with  reverence. 

*'The  fifth  edition  of  my  Life  of  Smollett  will  soon  be 
out,  much  enlai^ed,  with  an  Appendix  of  Original  Corre- 
spondence, communicated  to  me  by  the  Historical  Society 
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of  MassachuBCtts,  of  which  I  have  lately  been  elected  a 
member.  This  New  England  rising  in  the  West  has  pub- 
hshed  nine  volnmes  of  '  Historical  Collections,'  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  me  in  a  very  flattering  manner. 

"  Has  your  Lordship  any  notices  concerning  Dryden 
not  already  given  to  Johnson  and  Malone }  W^ter  Scott 
is  editing  hia  Works,  and  has  laid  us  all  under  contribu- 
tion. We  are  puzzled  abont  the  parallelism  between 
Monmouth  and  '  Amnon's  murder/  mentioned  in  the  be- 
^Doing  of  '  Absalom  and  Ahitophel.'  He  was  one  of  the 
*  Royal  Dokes '  who  killed  a  watchman,  as  described  in 
the '  State  Poems/  but  we  do  not  find  him  accused  of '  royal 
murder.' 

"  I  have  lately  made  a  discorery  that  will  enrich  my 
Johnson,  a  dedication  of  eleven  pages,  to  the  Parliament, 
prsfixed  to  the  *  Evangelical  History  Harmonized,'  in  2 
vols.  Newbery,  17^7.  It  bears  on  the  title  page,  '  By  a 
Society  of  Gentlemen,'  but  was  the  production  of  the  Rev. 
John  Lindsay.  The  dedication  has  escaped  the  diligence 
of  Boswell  and  Malone,  and  is  written  in  the  excellent  de- 
dicator's best  style  of  dignified  remonstrance  and  soblime 
piety.* 

"  little  Robinson's  subscription,  I  rejoice  to  hear,  is 
well  filled.  His  admission  to  Trinity  College  was,  indeed, 
a  triumphant  entnr. 

"  I  expect  to  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  your 
Lordship  again  in  a  few  days. 

"  I  bqg  my  kindest  respects  to  Mrs,  Percy. 

"  I  am  always  your  Lordship's  affectionate  humble 
servant,  Ro.  Anderson. 

"  P.S.  I  forgot  to  mention  my  concern  to  hear  of  the 
failure  of  the  Vaccine  Inoculation.  It  succeeds  universally 
here.  I  suspect  there  is  some  inaccuracy  or  fallacy  in  the 
Dromore  cases.  If  properly  treated  and  authenticated, 
they  should  be  communicated  to  the  College  of  Physicians, 
appointed  to  make  a  Report  concerning  it  next  Session  of 
I^u-liament.  My  faith  is  unshaken  by  the  publications  of 
Dr.  Moseley  and  others." 

*  We  DUf  here  menCion  that  BnothcT  piece  of  Dr.  JohniOD's  writing  escaped 
lU  hia  biognphen  uid  eommenUton,  till  the  Her.  J.  Mitford  pointed  out 
the  last  eb»fUT  of  Mri.  Leanoi'a  "  Female  Qaiiole,"  u  being  liom  inUniBl 
nidraee  written  b;;  bim.  It  ii  thui  lieaded— "  This  ia  the  bnt  chipter  of 
iH  ttw  book,"  and  it  wh  reprinted  entire  in  the  GeDtlemin's  Magacioe  for 
Juurr  1844,  p.  41, 
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"  Mr  DEAR  Lord,  Hirlof ■  Otmo,  ta  jmu,  isoB. 

"  You  obliged  me  greatly  by  the  communicttioii  of  Dr. 
Grainger's  letter,  and  gratified  me  ezoeedinsly  by  the 
useful  information  whidi  accompanied  it.  The  letter  i» 
an  important  document,  and  affords  me  complete  refuta- 
tion of  the  newipaper  calumny. 

"  I  deferred  making  your  Lordship  my  at^ovledg- 
menta  for  it  at  the  time,  in  the  expectation  of  seeing  Z>r. 
Trail,  to  whom  I  communicated  the  indosure,  tod  in  tbe 
expectation  that,  in  the  progress  of  my  biography  of  Qnin- 
ger,  I  should  find  certain  pcnnta  on  vmch  it  voald  be 
necessary  to  consult  you. 

"  Dr.  Trail,  who  has  been  going  here  and  there,  retoroed 
to  town  yesterday,  and  1  had  not  seen  him  since  I  tacoiTtid 
your  letter  till  Thursday,  when  I  bad  a  long  intereitiiig 
conversation  with  him.  He  intends  going  to  Irelana 
about  a  fortnight  hence,  and  is  to  call  on  me  some  day 
next  week  to  fix  the  precise  time  of  his  departure,  and 
take  charge  of  my  missires  to  your  Lordship.  Mr. 
Thomson,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  given  me  but  a  moment'a 
warning  of  his  intention  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  DoUin, 
with  Mr.  Gilbert  the  bookseller ;  I  am  therefore  diligad 
to  write  to  your  Lordship  in  great  haste. 

<*  I  am  proceeding  in  mj  account  of  OraiDser,  iriUi 
such  matenals  as  I  have,  and  expect  soon  to  put  it  off  my 
hands.  The  last  sheet  of  the  second  volome  and  the  pre- 
liminary matter  only  remun  to  be  printed.  Dr.  Wngfat 
has  just  sent  me  a  eurioiity,  a  reprint  of  onr  Eaaay  *  at 
Jamaica,  with  the  advertisement  and  notes ;  the  Sugar 
Cane;  and  Col.  Martin's  Essay  on  Planterahip ;  in  one 
octavo  vol.  with  the  title  of  'Three  Tracts  on  West  Indian 
Agriculture,  and  subjects  connected  therewith,  viz.'  &c.  by 
A.  Aikman,  printer  to  his  Majesty  and  to  the  Assembly, 
to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  in  1802.  The  printer  took  tbe 
hint  of  my  design  announced  in  the  advertisement  to  the 
Essay;  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  as  it  has  led  to  a  re-pnblication 
of  the  Sugar  Cane  where  it  was  produced,  though  it  may 
limit  the  ^e  of  our  edition. 

"  The  printers  here  are  not  ready  to  proceed  in  it^  and 
I  am  continually  drawn  aside  by  indispensable  avocations 
from  prosecuting  my  undertaking,  which,  however,  has 
gained  by  the  delay  in  many  respects.  The  last  letter 
you  sent  is  of  inestimable  value.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
there  may  be  yet  another  document  among  your  Lord* 
*  Dr.  Gnioger't  Em;  on  the  WMt  Iiidw  DimiNi.    Sse  tdvn,  p,  99. 
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ship's  Taloable  maaoseript  coUeottons  f^at  has  escaped 
yoardUigence? 

"  I  am  mnch  obliged  to  yoar  Lordship  for  your  lug- 
nstioB  ooncernmg  Smollett,  of  which  I  shdt  avail  myself 
in  my  obsemtaona  on  his  History,  which  are  not'  yet 
printed  off. 

**  The  Northern  Antiquities  are  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
covrse  of  the  sammer,  to  he  ready  to  come  out  in  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  usual  time  of  pnhlishing  works  of  ralae. 
*nie  tpedmens  of  the  Islandio  on  the  title-page  are 
to  be  encrared,  and  ^e  book  will  be  printed  handsomely. 
Bot  I  iral  write  to  you  more  fiilly  on  this  snbjeot  after- 
mrds. 

"  A  bookseller  here  has  latelv  reprinted  your '  Key  to 
the  New  Testament,'  rather  inelegantly,  with  your  name 
thos, '  BylTionias  Percy.'  in  the  title-page,  taken  from  the 
dedioatioa,  without  knowing  your  rank  and  distinction. 

"  In  justice  to  your  Lordship,  I  have  suggested  to 
Mundell  and  Co.  to  print  a  handsome  edition,  with  your 
Lordship's  permbsion  and  authority,  if  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  give  them. 

**  Scott  is  going  on  with  Dryden,  and  reprinting  all  hia 
plays,  and  giving  offence  to  many. 

"  Sir  William  Forbes  has  published  his  Life  of  Dr. 
BflKttie  in  two  4to  volumes,  with  an  engraved  frontis- 
piece from  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  emblematical  painting.* 
He  has  presented  me  with  a  copy  in  a  very  fiattering 
manner,  and  been  very  dvil  to  me  in  some  parts  of  it,  but 
I  have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  ascertain  its  value. 

"  Dr.  Trail  has  purchased  a  copy,  and  will  bring  it  over 
for  your  inspection.  Tour  letter  to  Beattie  with  Bishop 
Portens'a  Sennons,  and  character  of  the  author,  is  inserted, 
and  does  your  Lordship  much  credit  in  every  respect. 

"  I  owe  your  Lordship  my  particular  acknowledgments 
for  your  letter  by  W.  Stott ;  so  just  to  my  respectful  and 
affectionate  attachment,  and  so  indulgent  to  my  toils, 
which  are  incessant. 

**  I  will  write  to  your  Lordship  by  Dr.  Trwl  more  fully. 

"  I  am  ever,  with  every  kind  wish  to  Mrs.  Percy,  your 
IjOrdship's  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

"  Uo.  Anderson. 

"  P.S.  1  believe  I  have  not  yet  mentioned  to   your 

*  Cotueralag  this  emblemaUci]  PuntiDg,  uid  the  Poitrut  of  Beattie,  Me  a 
carfoui  note  in  Qent.  Hag.  An  Notember  1846,  p.  4Si. 

H  3 
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liordship  Miss  Banneiinan's  acheme  of  publishiog  a  col- 
lected edition  of  her  Poems  and  Tales,  ia  4to,  by  subscrip- 
tion, at  a  guinea,  for  her  benefit  She  was  for  some  time 
averse  to  it ;  but  it  ia  nov  going  on.  She  has  abont  250 
names.  From  particular  friends  she  takes,  for  her  present 
subsistence,  the  price  at  subscription,  reserving  stiU.  £200 
for  the  expense  of  printing.  Tour  Lordship,  with  a  be- 
nevolence equally  prompt  and  liberal,  at  a  certain  time, 
proposed  to  send  her  £lO  for  her  benefit.*  Let  me  nov 
assure  your  Lordship  that  a  subscription  to  that  amount 
paid  at  present,  would  be  received  with  the  most  beart> 
felt  gratitude.  I  would  apologize  for  mentioning  Miss 
Bannennan's  (urcumstances  to  your  Lordship,  did  I  not 
know  that  your  goodness  and  humanity  vrill  render  any- 
thing of  that  kind  unnecessary. 

"We  are  all  impatient  to  see  young  Robinson's  extra- 
ordinary volume.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  honours  he  baa 
received  at  Trinity  College." 

"  Mt  dear  LoED,  Heriot'i  Gnen,  13  Jnlf,  1M6. 

"  Since  my  last  to  your  Lordship  by  Mr.  Thomson,  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Dr.  Trail,  who  is  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  and  leaves  this  city  for  Ireland 
to-morrow.  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  write  to 
you,  according  to  the  phraseology  of  Miss  Byron,  in  con- 
tinuation. Communication  between  Dromore  House  and 
Edinbui^h  is  so  infrequent,  that  when  it  does  occur  I 
embrace  it  eagerly,  to  give  you  some  account  of  our  little 
affiurs. 

**  I  begin  with  mentioning  the  substance  of  a  conversa* 
tion  I  had  yesterday  with  ii^  printers  about  a  new  edition 
of  the  '  Key  to  the  New  Testament,'  namely,  that  your 
Lordship  would  let  it  be  an  authorised  edition,  with  your 
name,  and  that  they  would  print  it  in  a  style  of  suitable 
elegance.  I  mentioned  something  to  that  purpose  in  my 
last,  and  I  recur  to  it  willingly,  &om  an  earnest  desire  to 
extend  the  utility  of  this  little  work,  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  better  calculated  to  advance,  in  a  popular  and 
rational  manner,  the  study  and  knowledge  of  the  New 
Testament,  than  a  multitude  of  volumes. 

"  By  a  letter  which  I  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, I  learn  that  young  Robinson  goes  on  in  a  rapid 
career  at  Trinity  College ;  and  that  his  brother,  a  fine 
*  Swb«fon,p.  1S3.  m.  133. 138. 
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boy,  died  about  a  montb  ago.  I  can  easily  conceiTe  how 
great  the  shock  must  have  been  to  a  man  of  such  nervous 
sensibility  as  Mr.  Robinson.  Thomas  is  now,  1  believe, 
his  only  child.  His  extraordinary  volume,  of  which  the 
sabscriben'  names,  amounting  to  17S0,  will  be  no  con- 
temptible part,  has  not  yet  reached  our  city.  We  take 
about  150  copies  for  our  share,  of  which  I  take  50  for 
my  friends,  and  Mr.  And^son,  bookseller,  the  same  num- 
ber, for  aaie.  Mrs.  Blake,  sister  of  Eliza  Hamilton,  and 
Mr.  Allan,  proprietor  of  ^e  Belfast  News  Letter,  take 
thereat. 

"  By  the  gentleman  who  brought  me  Mr.  Armstrong's 
letter,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the  tutor  of  the 
young  poet  has  commenced  his  professional  career  with 
extraordinary  iclat;  and  he  himsdf  informs  me,  that  he  is 
invited  to  preach  on  trials  in  the  first  congregation  in 
Dublin.  From  onr  knowledge  of  his  qualifications  and 
character  we  may  safely  anticipate  his  success. 

"  Mr.  Dmmmond,  whom  your  Lordship  mentions, 
sent  me  a  copy  of  his  poem,  '  The  Battle  of  Trafolgar,* 
soon  after  its  appearance.  I  perused  it  with  singular 
delight,  and  easily  prevuled  on  Mr.  Anderson  to  order 
fifty  copies  for  sale  here,  which  is  now  going  on.  It  is,  in 
my  opinion,  not  only  the  best,  but  the  only  good  poem 
which  the  death  of  Uie  heroic  Nelson,  the  decus  et  dolor 
ptUria,  has  produced.  The  title  is  exce;^tionable,  and  the 
mechanism  of  the  verse,  perhaps,  too  umfoim,  the  fault  of 
his  models,  Pope  and  Darwin ;  but  the  imagery^  the  sen- 
timent, and  the  diction  evince,  undeniably,  considerable 
vigour  of  imagination,  and  great  command  of  poetical 
language. 

"  Mr.  Dmmmond  sent  me,  some  time  ago,  a  specdmen 
of  a  new  version  of  Lucretius,  executed  with  so  much  spirit' 
and  elegance,  that  I  strongly  recommended  him  to  com- 
plete it  in  the  same  style.  Such  a  version,  accompanied 
with  proper  notes,  correcting  the  false  philosophy  of  the 
oiigiiud,  printed  in  a  moderate  size,  would  easily  supplant 
the  old  version  of  Creech,  and  even  that  of  Good,  which, 
though  in  many  respects  valuable,  is  in  blank  verse,  in 
two  expensive  Ito  volumes. 

"  I  have  been  interrupted  by  a  valedictory  visit  from 
Uie  worthy  Dr.  Trail,  of  whom  I  have  this  moment  taken 
tesve,  with  much  regret,  as  his  intention  of  spending  the 
winter  in  England  gives  me  a  very  distant  nope  of  hiK 
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return  to  Scotland.  Within  ten  days  be  will  be  Rt  Dm- 
more  House ;  where  i  often,  in  imagination,  attend  your 
Lord^ip  to  the  lake,  the  garden,  the  glen,  l^e  Uwn>  and 
tile  grttve ;  the  scenes  of  many  a  social  waUc,  and  of  many 
a  pleaaant  and  inibruetiTe  houis  the  impreasiDU  of  wfaira 
no  length  of  time  can  e£hoe  from  my  memory.  T^i  tne 
they  eeem  unchanged ;  the  lake  hu  loat  none  of  itt 
watery  tenant*,  who  obey  the  call  o£  their  maata',  and 
take  tfaur  food  from  hia  hand,  and  the  torrent  inmng 
from  it  forms  many  a  cucade  with  the  same  pleaiing  asto- 
nishment. But  the  garden,  I  fancy,  may  show  marks 
of  a  more  perfect  and  progressive  cultiration ;  and  the 
trees  yon  pluited  may  now  cast  a  broader  ahada  on  the 
seate  consecnted  to  friendship,  and  dose  the  opeaiing 
Tistaa, 

"  At  this  distance,  bow  delightftil  to  me  ta  the  >efle6- 
tioD,  that,  since  it  it  no  longer  permitted  to  your  Lordship 
to  contemplate  the  scenery  whii^  your  taste  embelli^ea, 
you  bear  uie  privBtion  with  pious  resignation,  and  dieer- 
fully  purine  your  accustomed  walks  with  health  as  vigtM^- 
OUB  and  step  as  firm  and  light  as  when  I  had  tJM  faappt> 
neas  to  attend  you  1  I  most  cordially  hope  that  yoa  may 
continue  many  years  longer  the  patron  and  example  M 
reli^on  and  learning,  and  the  friend  of  human  kind. 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordahip 
my  design  of  enlaning  tiie  collection  of  Poetical  l^uts- 
lations.  The  third  volume  is  now  printing,  which  will 
indude,  araoi^  others,  Callimachus,  Tryphiodoms,  and 
Osuan.  Mr.  Preston  gives  ns  his  Apollomua.  Has  your 
fiiend  Mr.  Meen  completed  his  Tsrsion  of  Lyoophion  ?*  I 
am  told  there  is  aversion  of  Fropertius  by  one  Drummond. 
Has  your  Lordship  ever  met  with  it?  I  have  Mr.Not^s 
*  Cynthia.'  I  will  thank  your  Lordriiip  for  your  advice 
resp«;ting  a  proper  selection  of  tnnslations  of  entire 
works.  What  is  become  of  your  version  of  Ovid's 
Epistles  i  I  have  many  inqoiries  after  yoor  edition  of 
Surrey,  and  the  4th  volume  of  t^e  '  Reliques.'  I  answer^ 
they  are  both  forthcoming.t 

"  Dr.  Tail  takes  over  Sir  William  fViriieB's  lifa  nt 
Beattie,  with  wliich  I  think  you  will  be  ddighted.  I  un 
tmly  aeiry  to  say  tiie  worthy  Baronet  is  dangenmsly  ilL 

*  ThU  Tcnioii  wu  aesez  ocnopleted. 

t  The  e^tioD  of  Sorre*  nu  never  eomptelei,  thotifk  tlie  text  wu  {iriiited  t 
aad  the  finntk  reluBe  cfne  '  KcUq<m' nmr  ■]>pMred. 
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llie  Doctor  takes  over  also  the  Edinburgh  Rtview, 
uid  Minfl  other  booka  mnd  pamphlets.  The  Leslie  oon- 
Croveiay  hu  produced  several  ingenious  pamphleta,  but 
tfa«  interest  they  excite  ia  t^iefly  local.  1  had  collected 
tfaam  for  you,  but  the  Doctor  dissuaded  me  from  sendine 
them.  I  send,  howererj  a  new  edition  of  mv  friend 
Brown's  Observations  on  Hume,  and  a  copy  of  the  ninth 
edition  of  the  Pleasares  of  Hope,  of  which  you  have  the 
first,  the  most  imperfect  Permit  me  to  solicit  for  it  the 
homrar  of  a  place  in  the  osbtnet  or  the  drawing-room, 
with  the  approbation  of  Mrs.  Percy. 

**  I  send  you  some  political  squibs,  the  two  songs  by 
Walter  Scott. 

**  Witb  kindeat  reapacta  to  good  Mrs.  Farcy> 
"  I  amj  my  dear  Lord, 

"  Tour  affectionate  humble  servant, 
"Ro.  Andbbson." 


**  Mf  DBAB  LoKDf  Herlot'i  GrMQ,  14  Anf.  1806. 

"  I  ooQld  not  hold  myself  excused  were  I  to  m^ect  iha 
O^ortunity  of  SIT  fiieud  Mr.  Watson  going  to  Dublin 
to-noiTOw,  to  ina«e  your  Lordship  my  acknowLedgDieDts 
for  yoor  iajit  kind  note,  inclosing  a  draft  on  Messrs.  Gos- 
lings, London,  for  £10.  \Qi.  as  your  subscription  for  Miss 
BaDDMmsn's  Poems. 

**  The  knowledge  I  have  of  your  Lordship's  disposition, 
makes  me  believe  that  the  most  gratifying  return  I  can 
make  for  this  noble  instance  of  your  liberality,  ia  the 
waurance  that  it  was  received  with  overflowing  gratitude 
by  the  poor  young  lady,  as  a  donation  of  Providence,  at 
tm  very  moment  she  needed  the  sum  to  pay  her  board 
and  lotting  for  the  ensuing  quarter. 

"  Before  this  time,  I  doubt  not,  your  Lordship  haa 
M«o  Dr.  IVaiV  and  received  the  pa^et  I  sent  by  hmi  for 
Dromor*  House. 

*  Messrs,  Mondell  and  Co,  are  much  obliged  to  your 
Iiitfidalup  for  your  complJaace  with  dwir  request  respect- 
wg  an  anthcmaed  editioii  of  ^e  *  Key  to  the  New  Testa- 
menl^'  and  desire  me  to  say  that  they  will  begin  to  print  it 
M  MOB  H  they  reonve  tlie  oorrectwns  from  your  Liord- 
ship. 

*  I  obaerve  an  error  of  tiie  press  at  page  35,  *  Newton* 
for  *  Newcome,'  Rivington's  edition,  1792. 
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*'  Having  many  letters  to  write  by  this  conveyance,  I 
must  defer  writing  to  your  Lordship  at  ^rreater  length :  I 
have  only  to  request  your  attention  to  tiie  printed  sheets 
of  the  new  edition  of  my  Life  of  Smollett,  which  I  send 
for  your  inspection,  particularly  the  passages  relating  to 
the  controversy  between  Grainger  and  Smollett. 

"  In  unavoidable  haste  I  write  this  note  of  acknow- 
ledgment. 

"  I  beg  my  very  kindest  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy. 

"  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  aflfectionatc, 
humble  servant,  Ko.  Aj<dbb{ion." 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Thoua.s  Robinbon.* 

"  My  DBAR  Sir,  HeHot'*  Green,  30  Oct.  1B06. 

"  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  Mr.  Orr  going 
through  Belfast,  on  his  way  to  Hillsborough,  to  send  you 
my  best  compliments  and  cordial  remembrances. 

"  I  am  obliged  to  write  this  note  in  unavoidable  haste ; 
but  I  obey  the  strong  impulse  of  my  mind  in  congratu- 
lating you  on  the  splendid  progress  of  my  young  niend 
Thomas,  in  Trinity  College.  If  he  be  now  with  you, 
remember  me  very  kindly  to  him ;  and  if  he  is  in  college, 
assure  him,  when  you  write  to  him,  of  my  affectionate 
regard  and  kindest  wishes. 

"  Our  amiable  friend  Armstrong  sent  me  ^m  Dublin, 
some  time  ago,  a  proof  of  the  young  poet's  portrait,  upon 
which  I  set  a  high  value.  The  likeness  is  remarkably 
striking,  and  the  figure  finely  expressive.  I  inclose  a 
note  for  our  friend,  as  I  am  uncertain  concerning  his 
motions. 

"  I  have  yet  another  subject  for  congratulation  in  the 

*  Mr.  Eobioson  wai  born  on  tbe  buiki  of  Windmaere.  He  wu  «  pvpU  of 
Romner  ;  snd  ■etUed  ia  Ireland,  where,  both  atBelfMt  md  at  Dublin,  he  mi 
much  patronised  bf  Bp.  Percy  and  otfaen.  Me  died  Jnlj  S7,  1810.  See  a> 
account  of  him  in  Gent.  Mag.  LXXX.  ii.  208  ;  and  Linea  to  hia  mcmofr  b; 
Ualiz,  ibid.  462.  Hit  eldest  ion,  Thomaa  Romoer  Robinian,  waa  bom  at 
Lanrence  Town,  near  Gilford,  ea.  Down,  April  £3,  1793.  Sereral  of  hil 
compoaitiona  (when  only  eight  y«ani  old)  are  in  tlie  G«nt,  Mag.  LXXI. 
11S4.  LXXII.  61.  252.  LXXItl.  4&4.  LXXV.  G3.  359.  GS3.  He  waa  «dn. 
cated  at  the  academy  of  the  Her.  Dr.  Dnice  at  Belf^t,  where  he  gained  the 
firat  preminmt,  not  only  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  Clasiica,  bnt  in  Hiitm^, 

180G:  and  in  1810  v 
bathelor'i  degret, 
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Appearance  of  the  young  poef  s  extraordinary  Tolume, 
accompanied  by  a  wdl-filled  and  respectable  subscription. 

**  I  sent  over  a  Ust  of  a  few  names,  and  Mr.  Anderson, 
bookseller,  and  others,  sent  over  Usts.  The  copies  have 
been  long  expected  here,  yet  none  have  been  transmitted 
to  OS.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inquire  about  this 
neglect  of  the  poet's  Cdinburgh  friends.  The  whole 
copies  maybe  sent  in  one  bale  to  Mr. Anderson,  compre- 
hending the  separate  parcels  according  to  the  lists ;  and 
you  will  please  to  inform  Mr.  Anderson  or  me  how  the 
money  is  to  be  sent  safely,  and  with  as  little  expense  of 
commission,  if  any,  as  possible. 

"  I  hare  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the 
rarcel  which  accompanies  this  to  ovi  excellent  friend  the 
BUiop  of  Dromore,  and  that  for  Mr.  Boyd,  when  you 
have  opportunides.  Mr.  Orr  returns  from  Hillsborough 
in  two  or  three  days,  and  will  take  charge  of  any  missives 
firom  my  friends^t  Belfast. 

"  I  beg  my  kindest  respects  to  Dr.  Bruce  and  family. 
"I  am, with  great  regard,  my  dear  Sir, 
"  Yours  truly, 

"  Ro.  Andbbbon." 


Dr.  Andbrson  to  Bishop  Pebct. 

"  Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  Heriot'i  Green,  No*.  IB,  IBOG. 

"  The  sight  of  even  the  imperfect  traces  of  your  Lord- 
ship's handwriting  in  your  kind  notes  to  me,  is  a  gratifi- 
cation  which  I  cannot  for^o,  without  particular  concern, 
at  a  time  when  I  believed  tie  failure  of  your  sight  was 
not  sensibly  increasing,  and  cordially  hoped  that  your 
active  literary  life  woum  not  terminate  in  uie  total  j)rira' 
tioa  of  so  great  a  blessing.  Tet  there  is  consolation  to 
me  in  the  thought  that  your  health  continues  firm,  and 
the  enemes  of  your  mind  are  still  vigorous,  and  actively 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  republic  of  letters,  to 
which  you  belong. 

"  Soon  after  my  last  to  your  Lordship,  by  Mr.  Watson, 
I  was  drawn  away  into  Lanarkshire  to  attend  the  death- 
bed of  a  near  relation,  where  I  was  detained  a  long  time, 
partly  by  civilities  and  partly  by  perplexities  in  settling 
■ome  femily  concerns,  and  returned  home  only  to  make  a 
more  distant  excursion,  which  had  been  concerted  witii  a 
fiiend  before.  ' 
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"  I  have  been  qaietly  settled  at  home  for  some  time, 
and  have  finished  the  new  edition  of  my  Life  of  Smollett^ 
of  which  I  sent  your  Lordship  the  printed  sheet  concern- 
ing Grainger.  I  hare  written  a  great  part  of  the  narrative 
orer  egun ;  and  the  MassachuBetts  Historical  Sodehr,  of 
which!  am  a  foreign  associate,  have  enabled  me  to  suojobi 
B  pretty  long  Appendix  of  original  letters.  By  a  Mr.  On 
gomg  to  HtU&borough,  I  sent  your  Lordship  a  copy  about 
a  fortnight  ago,  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Preston's  EpuUe*  to 
me,  of  which  a  very  few  copies  have  been  printed,  chiefly 
for  my  poetical  friends,  whose  works  he  has  charactvrised, 
and  some  extracts  from  Mr.  Jamieson's  *  Popnlar  BalUda,*t 
cont^ning  a  merited  eulogy  and  defence  of  your  LorAship 
against  Ritson,  to  be  left  at  Mr.  Robinson's,  BeUkat.  ^le 
parcel,  I  suspect,  is  yet  on  the  road,  as  I  hear  Mr.  Oir 
has  been  detained  at  Paisley  by  illness. 

"  I  am  glad  -to  find  your  Lordship's  correspoadencs 
with  Mr.  Graves  on  the  Chattertonian  controversy,  ia  to 
be  printed.  In  the  introductory  paragraphs  of  my  aceoont 
of  Chatterton  I  have  stated  my  authorities  at  length,  and 
acknowledged  that  I  chiefly  followed  Dr.  Gr^ory's  candid 
and  comprehensive  narrative.  I  had  no  original  materials ; 
but  subsequent  publicataons,  particuUrly  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  supplied  some  new  facts  and  observations, 
which  I  put  together  hastily,  yet  carefuUy.  I  have, 
hitherto,  found  no  reason  to  change  my  opinion,  llie 
Pseudo-Rowley  probably  wrote  his  poems  in  modera 
English,  and  then  altered  the  spelling  and  looked  into 
his  Glossary  for  old  words  ^ich  would  smt  Ae  measnre 
and  emphasis  of  the  line,  and  when  he  found  old  words 
whi(^  would  exactly  supply  the  place  of  the  modem, 
he  adopted  them.  But  the  first  oullines,  which  he  car&- 
fally  destroyed,  cannot  be  produced  in  support  of  this 


"  I  expect  Grainger  will  be  oat  before  the  end  of  tbe 
year,  according  to  tiie  reference  in  the  Life  of  Smonett. 
The  letter  to  Smollett,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  foonii. 

**  The  corrections  for  the  '  Key*  will  be  highly  ac* 
ceptable  to  the  printeni.  They  are  to  proceed  with  Ae 
*  Antiquities '  when  they  receive  the  correded  copy  from 
Dromore  House,  or  corrections  referring  to  the  pages, 
which  may  be  easily  followed. 
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*f  One  ot  Dr,  Bmce^a  assistants  has  joat  brought  me  a 
copT  of  little  Robinson's  Poems.  With  the  Bubscription 
list  I  am  delighted,  and  satisfied  wiHi  the  mechanical  exe- 
cution of  the  volume.  The  Dedication  is,  vthet  it  should 
be,  delicately  respectful.  I  wish  the  word  to  had  been 
omitted  in  the  second  line.  The  biographical  sketch  is 
intarestine,  and  the  tissae  of  poetry  in  it  skilfully  intiro- 
duced.  In  MIbs  Stewart's  verses,  p.  xxIt.  '  Affliction ' 
shoidd  be  *  Aflection  ;*  and  p.  xxt.  '  sting'  and  '  string'  in 
tlM  plural.  I  think  JuwniU  should  have  been  omitted  in 
the  title  page.  The  Elegy  on  the  death  of  Romney  should 
have  been  inserted  in  tibe  Collection ;  surely  Mr.  Haylcy 
does  not  think  it  his  |property.  Ihe  liberality  of  Uie 
public  demanded  from  tiie  young  poet  every  Utenury  retom 
m  hia  power. 

**  Mr.  Boyd  has  sent  me  some  squibs  agunst  Moon ; 
bat  lite  humonr  is  ooam  and  indelicate.  Obscene  poems 
eunrat  easily  be  rit&nled  without  writing  obscenely,  I 
have  seen  our  friend  Hafi^s  battle  piece;  it  is  spixited, 
and  finely  deecriptiTe.  The  word  offtprmg  in  the  Sth 
atanat  is  a  strange  mistake. 

'^  With  lundest  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy,  I  ever  am  your 
LonfcA^a  affectionate  aervant, 

**  Ro.  AnoSBfOK.*' 


"  Mt  dbah  Lord,  Hariot'i  Onm,  8  Dec  I8M. 

"  A  few  days  ago  I  received  the  pleasure  of  your  Lord- 
ship's  kind  favour,  inclosing  two  n^>ers  of  corrections  for 
die  new  editions  of  the '  Key  to  toeNew  Testament'  and 
the  '  Nortliem  Antiquities ;'  and  this  morning  I  have  been 
Caroured  with  a  note  from  yonr  Iiordship,  desiring  ms  to 
retnm  die  paper  of  corrections  for  the  '  Key.'  I  lose  no 
time  in  complyii^  with  your  Iiordship's  wishes ;  and  I 
cuinot  suffer  Uie  paper  to  depart  without  filling  the  enve- 
lope with  my  acknowledgments  for  your  Lordsh^'s  kind- 
ness, and  my  especial  thanks  for  your  remarks  on  my  state- 
ment of  the  controvNsy  between  Grainger  and  SmoUett. 
Tour  Lordship's  opinion  makes  me  regret  exceedingly  the 
loss  of  Gnunger's  Letter,  which  I  cited  chiefly  on  the 
authority  of  tSie  Critical  Review,  a  suspicious  vehicle  of 
information  in  this  case.  No  diligence  has  hitherto  disco- 
Twed  a  c<q>y  in  tlie  otrileotKma  ni  the  fagiliva  pampUets  of 
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the  day.  I  mean  to  be  candid,  and  to  do  equal  juatioe  to 
both  my  ingenious  countrymen. 

"  I  am  Horry  the  parcel  I  sent  by  Mr.  Orr  has  not 
reached  Dromore  House,  as  that  gentleman  left  Scotland 
about  a  fortnight  aeo,  and  was  to  leave  it  at  Belfast. 

"  I  forgot  to  say  uefore,  that  if  your  Lordship  wishes  to 
have  a  copy  of  my  friend  Jamieson's|book,*  I  shall  have  a 
safe  conveyance  about  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is 
elegantly  printed  by  Ballantyne,  in  two  9vo  volumes,  one 
guinea,  in  boards.  He  made  me  a  present  of  a  copy. 
Scott  superintended  the  printing  in  his  absence,  at  Ri^ 
pursuing  some  mercantile  scheme,  and  collecting  Northern 
ballads.  The  ori^oal '  Gil  Morrice,'  from  the  folio  MS. 
is  a  great  curiosity. 

"  Your  Lordship's  instructions  relative  to  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  '  Northern  Antiquities,'  shall  be  carefully 
observed.  In  the  curious  additional  note  respecting  the 
composition  of  words,  you  give  Egglezvegkan,  in  Cumbers- 
land,  as  an  illustration :  I  was  so  struck  with  the  resem- 
blance it  bears  to  the  word  Ecc^fechan,  the  name  of  a 
village  in  Annandalc,  between  Langholm  and  Moffat,  that 
I  suspect  it  is  only  a  different  mode  of  spelling  the  same 
word.  It  is  remarkable  that  there  should  be  a  village  of 
the  same  name  on  both  sides  of  the  Solway  Firth. 

"  I  have  a  letter  from  Hafod  to-day.  Mr.  Jobnes  ex- 
pects to  finish  the  printing  of  Joinville  about  Christmas, 
and  is  proceeding  vigorously  in  the  translation  of  Mon- 
strelet.     His  re-election  was  easy. 

"  Our  elections  are  nearly  over,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  returns  in  the  ministerial  interest  than  was  ex- 
pected. I  was  at  the  election  of  the  Peers  on  Thursday, 
which  was  keenly  contested.  The  issue  shows  the  decline 
of  Lord  Melville's  interest.  Of  seven  anti-ministerial 
candidates,  five  of  whom,  Strathmore,  Kelly,  Dalhousie, 
Aboyne,  and  Napier,  were  in  the  last  Parliament ;  only 
one,  Aberdeen,  Lord  Abercom's  son-in-law,  not  in  the  last 
Parliament,  was  chosen.  Haddington  was  the  other  un- 
successful candidate. 

"  Miss  Bannerman's  book  is  printing  at  Mundell's 
press,  upon  the  encouragement  of  a  moderate  subscrip- 
tion list,  of  about  300  names. 

"  I  beg  my  cordial  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy,  whose  indis- 

*  »  PopuUr  BalUdf  uid  Songt,  &c  bjr  B«b«rt  Jamicwm,"  2  Tolt,  Bto,  1B06. 
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position  gives  me  particular  concern,     I  ever  am,  my  dear 
Lordf  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

"Ro.  Anderson," 


Dr,  Anderson  to  Bp,  Percy. 

"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  Hsnot'i  Gnea,  llth  Much,  180T. 

*'  The  last  note  which  I  received  from  your  Lordship, 
of  a  distant  date,  prepared  me  in  some  measure  for  the 
melancholy  intelligence  communicated  to  me  a  few  days 
after  hy  our  worthy  frdend  Mr.  Stott,  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Percy;*  an  event  which,  on  the  bed  of  sickness  and  anguish, 
has  often  been  the  subject  of  my  thoughts,  and  as  often 
tlie  subject  of  my  sympathy,  as  it  has  deprived  you  of  the 
affectionate  partner  of  your  long  and  happy  conjugal  union, 
and  the  world  of  the  beneficent  example  of  a  good  woman, 
good  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  All  my  family,  and 
indeed  all  your  friends  in  this  country,  have  truly  sympa- 
thized with  you  under  this  heavy  domestic  calamity.  I 
have  sufieted  the  loss  of  a  respected  friend,  whose  kind- 
ness I  will  ever  remember,  by  the  same  calamity  that  has 
made  you  soUtary  and  sottowFuI.  To  add  to  the  affliction 
I  feel  for  the  mournful  survivor,  I  have  been  incapable  of 
expressing  my  sympathy  as  I  ought,  by  a  severe  indisposi- 
tion. An  acute  rheumatism,  which  seized  me  about  the 
bc^nning  of  January,  and  the  pain  and  debility  consequent 
on  it,  have  confined  me  to  my  chamber,  and  made  me 
incapable  of  attending  to  any  kind  of  business  for  a  long 
time.  I  am  yet  but  imperfectly  recovered,  but  I  could  not 
think  of  suffering  another  Irish  midl  to  depart  without  at- 
tempting a  short  reply  to  your  kind  note  of  the  4th  inst. 
merely  to  express  my  condolence  and  my  concern  for  the 
friendly  apprehensions  which  ray  long  silence  has  given 
you.  The  fererishness  has  nearly  left  me;  I  am  gaining 
strength,  and  would  be  quite  well,  but  for  a  kind  of  stupe- 
faction and  light- headedness,  which  leave  me  slowly. 

"  Considering,  as  you  do,  every  dispensation  of  Divine 
Providence  as  wise  and  salutary,  I  have  great  comfort  in 

*  "  D«c.  30,  IBD6.  Died,  at  Dromore  Hoiue,  !n  Irtlaod,  aged  TS,  Mn. 
Vtstj,  the  tnilj  worthj,  amiable,  and  Ttrj  sccompliBfaed  wife  of  Dr.  Psrcy, 
Biihop  al  Dromore.  She  wai  the  danghter  of  Bartin  Goodriehe,  esq.  of 
DcfboMBtb,  GO.  NoitiuuDptOD.''  GeiiUeiiian'E  Magadne,  toI.  lzzvii.  p.  91. 
See  before,  p,  68, 
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the  thought,  that  you  are  tevery  day  more  and  mors  reooD- 
ciled  to  a  deprivation  which  viia  and  good  men  cannot 
avoid  anticipating  and  preparing  for,  even  in  the  hapineat 
moments  of  possession.  '  Our  lights/  as  the  poet  aptly 
says,  '  go  out  by  one  and  one  ;*  and  happy  it  is  for  us  that 
they  steal  thus  away.  In  the  numbu*  that  remains,  and 
the  gratitude  which  their  continuance  excites,  our  giie& 
are  softened  and  gradually  removed.  But  the  time  will 
at  length  arrive,  when  all  our  earthly  props  mast  shalce, 
and  when  nothing  that  is  not  built  on  an  immortal  base 
will  endure  and  sustain  the  mind,  anxiously  looking  round 
for  support.  For  this  event  the  good  man  ia  prepared^ 
and  contemplates  it  with  a  composure  which,  while  it  ele- 
TUtes  his  mtnd  to  nobler  views,  does  not  destniy  tlie  rehdi 
of  his  present  rational  and  innocent  pleasures. 

"  I  would  have  sent  your  Lordship  Jamieson's  publica- 
tion, but  I  was  disappointed  in  the  conveyance  I  expected. 
An  opportunity  will  occur  about  the  midole  of  next  month, 
and,  if  it  be  not  too  late,  I  will  then  send  it  to  Belfast,  with 
any  thing  else  you  wish  to  have  &om  this  quarter.  Grainger 
is  to  be  taken  up  as  soon  us  I  can  do  any  thing,  Gfeorge 
Paton*  died  last  week  in  his  86th  year.  Miss  Bannennan's 
poems  are  now  under  the  hot-press,  and  will  bs  published 
next  week.  Tour  ten  copies  shaU  be  forwarded  to  Belfast 
in  a  package.  Lord  Woodhouselie's  Life  of  Karnes  is  just 
come  out,  m  two  4to  volumes.  Scott  has  a  new  poem  in 
the  press.  By  the  death  of  my  friend  Freston,t  our  edition 
of  Jonson  is  abandoned. 

"  I  have  perused  with  much  interest  Mr.  Stott's  J  and 
Mr.  Boyd's  §  verses  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Percy. 

"  Beueve  me  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Ro.  ANDBnaoN." 

*  Mr.  George  Patos  li  alrudT  DOtleed  fa  p.  77  i  bat  it  app«mn  by  tUt 
letter  hii  death  oooorred  In  Mandi,  initead  of  Miy,  IB07. 

t  WUliun  FrcftoD,  M.R.I.A.  barriiUr  at  Uw,  ud  oaa  of  Hie  Comau*. 
^nen  of  Appeali,  died  at  Dublin,  Feb.  3,  1807.  Hii  publicstiont  are  enn- 
meratcd  ia  Watt'i  Bibliotbeca,  p.  TT4.     See  before,  pp.  €i,  170. 

i  Mr.  Tliomat  SCotC,  of  Dromore,  wai  concerned  in  a  large  flm  in  tba 
linen  trade ;  and  in  bii  reUiations  irom  bniiaeaB,  indulged  hu  laparior  fe- 
nina  by  gratifying  readen  of  lute  with  poetical  «thuioiia,  under  the  dgnaton 
of  Hafit,  which  generally  first  appeared  In  the  Belfast  NewaleCter ;  and  ray 
many  of  them  are  recorded  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  See  General  Index  to  ihe 
Poetry,  v^  III.  under  hia  own  oaiaa  of  Stott,  p.  53S,  and  hia  aanraed 
one  of  Bafi:!,  in  p.  lOd.  Hii  epitaph  on  Wit.  Percy  tt  ia  Gent.  Mm.  1807| 
p.  GO. 

t  The  Rev.  H.  Boyd,  tranalator  of  Dante.  Hii  IdDei  to  the  nemory  of 
Mrs.  Percy  are  in  Gent.  Mag.  1807,  i.  155  ;  end  veraea  on  Iba  death  of  Bp. 
Percy,  IBII,  ii.  £56.  Several  oF  hia  early  poema  appear  ia  die  Geat.  Mag. 
See  Oenenl  Indei  to  the  Poet:?,  tdI,  III.  p.  493. 
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**  Mt  DSAB  Lord,  Heriofi  Or««n,  ISd  April,  ISO7. 

"  I  gUdly  »vm1  mytelf  of  ihe  opportunity  of  Mr. 
M'CleRn'i  moremeDt  to  Ireland,  to  give  your  Lordihip 
this  assurance  of  my  remembrance  and  affection,  and  to 
umoanoe  my  Bcndins,  tome  time  ago,  Jamieson's '  Bal- 
lads,' in  a  package  of  books  for  Mr.  Ward,  bookseller,  in 
lisbame,  to  be  forwarded  to  Dromore  House. 

"  Mr.  M'Qean,  who  charges  himself  with  this  not«, 
was  recommended  to  my  attention  by  Mr.  Armstrong  and 
Mr.  Dmmmond.  He  was  Armstrong's  successor  in  Dr. 
Bmce's  academy;  has  been  a  student  in  our  college  this 
irinter;  and  returns  home  to  be  settled  minister  of  a  Dis- 
sentdng  congregation  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  to  which 
he  belongs.  As  1  have  found  him  deserving  of  my  regard 
in  ererr  respect  I  have  yielded  to  a  wish  which  he  has 
eamesUy  exprened,  of  showing  your  liordship  his  high 
raspect  and  admuntion  in  passing  through  Dromore. 

"  Since  my  last  to  your  Lordship,  my  health  has  been 
gradually  mending,  though  the  weather  tws  been  extremely 
cold.  I  hope  it  has  not  oeen  so  inclement  in  your  Island, 
and  that  your  Lordship's  health  and  spirits  are  as  good 
as  your  friends  wish  them  to  be. 

"  The  uncertainty  of  earthly  happiness  has  lately  been 
sadly  exemplified  at  Hafod,  the  elegant  and  classical 
mansion  of  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Johnes.  In  three  short 
hours  an  accidental  £re  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
house,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  the  Principality,  and 
destroyed  the  labours  and  collections  of  nearly  thirty  years. 
Among  the  irreparable  losses  are  the  papers  and  drawings 
which  he  had  arranged  for  the  printing  of  the  supple- 
mentary volume  of  Froissart.  These  he  regrets  most 
exceedingly.  Fortunately  the  Pisaro  library,  which  he 
bad  lately  purchased,  had  not  arrived.  He  is  insured,  but, 
should  the  offices  pay  the  whole,  it  would  not  cover  half 
his  losses.  He  bears  his  misfortune  with  the  greatest 
fortitude.  '  I  am  stunned,'  he  says,  in  a  letter  to  me  from 
the  Devil's  Bridee, '  but  not  knocked  down.'  He  is  now 
in  London  with  nis  family,  at  the  house  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Smith,  Bloomsbury-^quare.  This  morning  I  received  the 
present  of  bis  '  Joinville,'  in  two  4to  volumes,  with  plates. 
The  'Travels,'  he  informs  me,  arc  nearly  printed,  and 
*  Monstrelet '  more  than  half  translated.  His  future  plans 
are  uncertain.  This  is  a  melancholy  subject,  which  your 
Lordship  will  forgive  me  for  dwelling  npon. 
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"  As  Mr.  M'Clean  is  waiting  for  this  note,  and  one  for 
our  worthy  friend  Hafiz,  I  am  obliged  to  stop  short ;  bu^ 
aa  you  are  seldom  absent  from  my  thoughts,  I  shall  soon 
trouble  you  with  another  missive. 

*'  Accept  of  the  kindest  wishes  of  my  6unily  and  of  your 
ever  affectionate  humble  servant,  Ro.  Anokbmn." 


Dr.  Andkbbon  to  Bp.  Pbrot. 

Heriot'i  Green,  Edlnbnrgli,  Dec.  Z9,  1800.* 

"  List  of  Old  Scottish  Songs,  penet  Alex.  Fraser  Tytler, 

Esq.  Advocate,  Edinburgh. 

No,  1.  WiliiB'i  Ladt.— Liiwi  76. 

WUlie'i  U'n  tiln  o'er  the  fiaem, 

He'i  woo'd  ■  wife  ind  broo^  ber  hame,  he, 

''Communicated  to  Mr.  Lewis,  and  inserted,  with  alter- 
ations, in  his  "  Tales  of  Wonder,"  2  vols.  8vo.  1800. 
3.  Jacx,  th*  mttl*  Scot.— SUdiu  31. 
Jofanle  wu  u  brare  i  knight 

As  em  niled  the  tea, 
And  he  ii  to  the  EngUth  Coart 
Tn  KTve  for  meit  ind  fee,  lie. 

3.  Chil' Bkbntoh. — line*  148. 
Cbil'  Brentcn  hia  lent  o'er  the  Cum, 
'  Chil'  Bnaton's  bKinght  Me  Ledr  haine,  he. 

i.  Turn  Oat  Gdrb  Havki.— Stuuu  99, 
O'  weU'i  me  o*  tay  gay  gou  hurke, 

Tbii  be  on  ipMka  end  flee, 
Will  cMTy  •  letter  to  my  love. 

Bring  another  beck  to  me,  flic. 

5.  YoDNo  BiTucB. — Stenmt  38. 
Yonng  Betriee  wu  u  bisve  i  knight 

Ai  erer  iiil'd  the  see, 
And  he  'i  ta'en  him  to  the  Conrt  of  Fnace 

To  lerre  for  meat  end  Tee,  &c. 

"  The  conduct  of  the  story  is  different  from  that  of  No.  2, 
which  it  resembles.  Some  of  the  lines  are  in  "  Git  Mor- 
rice,'* 

6.  Rose  tbk  Hbd  and  White  Lilt. — Statuu  SO. 
O  Bow  the  Bed  «nd  While  Lily  1 

Their  mother  dear  wu  deed. 
And  their  ftther  manied  an  ill  woman 
Wilt  them  twa  little  qnee'd,  he. 
*  TUi  Latter  ihonld  have  btea  Inaiited,  acnMbly  to  ita  tea,  ia  p.  M. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PERCT  COBBESPONDBNCE.  l7? 

7.  Bmwh  Robin.— Stenui  21. 
^  The  King  T«l  and  hii  noblea  a' 
Sat  druitiag  at  the  wine, 
He  won'd  ha'  Dane  but  hii  ae  daughter 
To  wait  on  them  at  dine,  &c. 

*  8.  WlLLU  o'  DouoL&R  Dalb.— SlMMI  33. 

«  Willie  waa  ai  bnTe  a  Lord 

Ai  ever  rail'd  the  us, 
And  he'a  gone  to  the  Engliah  Conrt, 
To  aerre  for  meat  and  fee,  &c. 
"The  introduction  ia  similar,  but  the  incidents  aie  dif- 
ferent from  those  in  Nob.  2  and  5. 

9.  KuiFioN.— Stauu  90. 
CooM  here,  oome  here,  je  fraeljr  fee'd. 

And  Ibt  your  head  low  on  mj  knee, 
The  heaTieat  weird  I  will  jon  read 

That  BTer  waa  read  till  a  L«dr,  &c. 

10.  Lady  Elkpat.— Stanni  12. 
Row  brant  ia  jaai  brow,  mj  I^dj  Elipat, 

How  golden  yallow  ia  joor  hair  g 
Of  all  tlw  maids  la  fiur  Scotland 
Tbere'a  nan«  like  l^djp  Elipd  fair,  &c. 

11.  KthqHsnkt.— StUUM22. 
Let  nerer  a  man  a  wooing  wand 

That  bcketh  thinga  three, 
A  ninth  of  gold,  and  open  heart. 
An'  tv.'  o'  charity,  &c. 

12.  Ladt  Maisskt.— StuuuSl. 
Hie  yonng  Lords  of  the  North  Conntrie 

Have  aU  a-wooinE  gane, 
To  win  the  lore  of  Lady  Maiaery, 
But  of  them  itie  won'd  ha'  nane,  &c. 
"StanEas  21,  22,  and  23,  are  in  '  Gil  Morrice,'  be^nning, 
O,  when  he  eame  to  broken  biiggi 

He  bent  hia  bow  and  awan, 
And  when  he  came  to  green  gran  growing 

Ha  took  off  Ui  dicenand  ran; 
And  whan  he  ome  Lwd  Wllliamt  gates 

He  bade  na  to  chap  or  ca'. 

Bat  let  hia  bent  bow  till  hli  bieaat 

An'  lightly  lap  tlie  wa',  Sic. 

13.  Claie  Colvin. — Staniai  14. 
Clark  ColThi  and  hia  gay  Duly, 

Aa  they  walk'd  to  yon  garden  gTMUi 
A  belt  about  her  middle  gimp 
Which  coat  Clark  Colvin  crowna  GReen,  &c. 
"  Inserted,  with  alterations,  in  tlie  "Tales  of  Wonder."  A 
different  copy  in  Herd's  Collection,  printed  at  £dinbtu:gb, 
in  2  Tols.  12DI0.  1776. 

VOL.   VII.  N 
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14.  BaowK  ADAM.-^Staani  iS. 
O  wba  woa'd  «iib  the  wind  to  bliw, 
Or  the  green  Ubtu  fit'  therenHh, 


15.  Thb  Crubl  Siinft.— Linei  SB. 
Then  wu  tin  litten  Id  m  bow'r,  Edinbarih,  Edinbar^ 
There  wu  tw*  tisteri  in  ■■  bon'r,  Stirlini, 
There  iru  tin  liiters  In  m  bow'r,  for  tj. 
There  came  ■  bnight  to  be  their  wooer, 

EoDBf  St.  J<riiBit(Mi  ituiili  upon  Tftjr,  tto, 
"  The  Songs  in  the  MS.  are  accompanied  trith  tbe  mii»ie, 
to  which  they  are  sung. 

"  The  late  William  Tytler,  Esq.  got  the  above  fifteen 
songs  from  Professor  Thomas  Goraon,  Aberdeen,  in  17SS. 
the  following  extract  of  a  Iictter  of  the  Professor  to  his 
son  Alexander  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.  explains  how  he  came 
by  them :  •  An  aunt  of  my  children  (Mrs.  Farquharson, 
now  dead),  who  was  married  to  the  proprietor  of  a  small 
estate  near  the  soilroea  of  the  Dee,  in  Braemar,  a  good  old 
woman,  who  spent  the  best  part  of  her  life  among  flocks 
and  herds,  resided  in  h«r  latter  days  in  Aberdeen.  She 
was  possessed  of  a  most  tenacious  memory,  vrbich  retained 
idl  the  songs  she  had  heard  from  the  nurses  and  country- 
women in  that  sequestered  part  of  the  country.  Being 
maternally  fond  of  my  children,  when  young,  she  had  them 
much  about  her,  and  delighted  them  with  her  songs  and 
tales  of  chivalry.  My  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Brown,  at 
Falkland,  is  blessed  with  a  memory  as  good  as  her  aunf  s, 
and  has  almost  the  whole  of  her  songs  oy  heart.  I  mtn- 
tioned  them  to  your  father,  at  whose  request  my  grandson 
Mr.  Scott  wrote  down  a  parcel  of  them  as  bis  aunt  song 
tliem.  Being  then  but  a  mere  nOTice  in  music,  he  added 
in  the  copy  such  musical  notes  as  he  supposed  mi^t  give 
your  father  some  notion  of  the  air,  or  ratiier  lilts,  to  which 
they  were  sung.' 

"  On  the  iunt  contained  in  the  foregoing  Letter,  Mr. 
Fraser  Tytler  wrote  to  Mra,  Brown  of  Falkland  very  lately 
(Februaiy  1800),  and  requested,  that,  if  her  memory  could 
furnish  any  more  ballads  of  the  same  nature,  she  would  l>e 
so  good  as  to  write  them  out,  and  send  them  to  him.  In 
consequence  he  received  ftom  her  the  following  nine  other 
ballads,  some  of  them  extremely  curious,  and  all  of  them 
of  conaidemble  antiquity,  together  with  the  music  to  wbldl 
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they  w«re  song.  In  a  Letter  which  accompanied  them, 
dated  April  Zlst,  are  these  words  !  '  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  these  bsUada  are  correct  in  any  way,  as  they  are 
written  down  entirely  from  recollection)  for  I  never  saw 
one  of  them  in  print  or  manuscript;  but  I  learned  them  all 
when  a  child,  by  hearing  them  sung  by  the  lady  you  men- 
tioned (Mrs.  Farquharson),  by  my  own  mother,  and  an  old 
maid-serrant  that  had  been  long  m  the  femilv.  I  dare  say 
I  may  have  Aragtnents  of  others,  but  I  coula  not  so  easily 
recollect  thetn,  except  the  ballads  they  belonged  to  were 
mentioned.' 

List  Of  Old  BcottiBh  Ballads,  &c. 
Itb.  1.  Thouas  Bhtvib  akd  Qohk  or  Ehqi^hd.— SUntU  IG. 
'Tme  Tbomu  laj  o'er  jond  graaij  binke. 

And  he  baheld  a  hdie  nj, 
A  Udl*  OK  «M  btllk  ud  bold, 

Coau  lidiog  s'er  the  ftnie  brU(  Sic. 

3.  LovK  GsiooB.— Staniu  !G. 
O  wba  iriU  ihoe  m;  fa'  fiir  foot. 

And  wha  will  g;lave  my  hand, 
And  wha  will  laccny  mlilillninip 

Wi'  tha  new-made  London  band,  Ito, 

8.  Va'«I  TtMLBA^a.-^tiBtU  8G, 
KInf  BaiMr  hu  courted  hw  tu  h«r  good. 

Kins  WaaUr  for  her  fee. 
King  Honoor  tor  her  lands  aae  braid. 

And  for  her  bir  bodie,  &c. 

4.  Jklloit  GkaUe  and  Ltlmk  pLoviit.— Staniu  13. 
O  JelliUi  Grame  ut  in  ailrer  wood, 

He  whiatlEd  and  h«  nhg. 
And  he  hu  call'd  hi*  little  foot  page 

Hia  eirmnd  ftn  to  gang,  &c. 

5,  Tbi  Bomnt  Eabl  Of  LiviHenTON.— Staniu  11. 

0  we  were  liatera  Beren,  Mdary, 
And  flTc  hre  dead  wi'  child ; 

Tbera  ti  «me  bit  jn*  and  I,  MalBi7, 
Alid  we  '11  go  maidtnt  mild,  Ao. 

i.  BONHr  Ban  Ho'u.— Stuiai  11. 
B;  Artmt'a  Dele  u  liU  I  wiat 
1  heard  a  haa*f  moan, 

1  heard  « lad;  lamenting  aair. 
Aim]  it  ih«  criod,  O-lbotie  I  AC. 

N   2 
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7.  BOHNT  FODTBOT. StUUM  3S. 

0  there  wu  ■  Lulie,  a  noble  I^die, 
Sbe  wu  K  Lsdie  of  birtb  end  tuae, 

■   But  ihe  fell  in  lore  with  ber  fUher'i  Footboy, 
I  wU  ihe  «•■  the  milr  to  blame,  Bcc. 

e.  CacBL  Bbothib;  oi,  Thb  Bkidi'i  Tutambmt.— Stann*  U. 
There  «u  three  ladies  pUy'd  at  the  ba', 

With  a  hej  bo  I  and  a  liilie  gaj. 
That  came  a  knigtit,  and  pUf'd  o'er  them  a', 

Aj  Ihe  primroie  ipreads  ao  aweetl; ,  tie. 
9.  LoBD  JoBN  ANS  BiBD  Ellsn. — Stonca*  39- 

1  forbid  JG  a',  je  gay  ladiei. 
That  wear  icarlM  and  brown. 

To  leare  jonr  father'a  hmiliei. 
And  foUoiT  yoDDf  men  frae  the  town,  Slc. 
"  Mr.  Walter  Scott  has  added  a  second  part  to  No.  1 ; 
different  copies  of  Nos.  2  and  5,  are  printed  tn  the  Scottish 
Ballads,  2  vols.  1791. 

"  Mr.  JamiesoD>  of  Macclesfield,  shewed  me  four  or  five 
more  old  ballads,  or  fragments,  last  autumn,  which  he  had 
taken  down  from  Mrs.  Brown's  recitation,  bat  1  do  not 
recollect  the  titles. 

"  Ro.  Andbbson." 


"  My  DEA»  Lord,  Hetiot'i  Green,  Z3d  Jidr,  leftT. 

"  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Buckminster, 
an  American  traveller,  going  to  Ireland,  to  give  him  a  note 
of  introduction  to  Dromore  House,  that  he  might  shew 
your  Lordship  his  respect,  and  retain  through  life  the 
classical  remembrance. 

"  The  day  after  Mr.  Buckminster^s  departure  I  received 
the  pleasure  of  your  Lordship's  very  kind  and  interesting 
letter,  bearing  on  the  caver  the  welcome  intimation  of  the 
return  of  your  privilege  of  franking,  and  intimating  tfae 
obliging  offer  of  the  use  of  it  for  my  letters  to  Ireland,  of 
which  I  shall  thankfully  avail  myself. 

"  In  introducing  my  Presbyterian  friends  to  your  Lord- 
ahip's  acquaintance,  I  acted  from  a  full  conviction  of  the 
liberality  of  your  sentiments  towards  men  of  worth  and 
learning,  of  every  religious  denomination  ;  but  the  noMe 
testimony  you  have  given  in  your  last  of  the  lil>erality  of 
your  disposition  towards  Roman  Catholics,  as  well  as 
Presbyterians,  in  a  country  convulsed  by  religious  hatred 
and  intolerance,  is  inexpressibly  gratifying  to  me  and  all 
your  friends  here.    In  these  times,  when  Religious  »ni- 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBRCT    CORRBSPONDBNCE.  181 

mosities  are  fomented  to  serve  political  purposes,  I  am 
happy  to  produce  an  example  of  snch  a  distinguished 
Mend  of  religion,  Uterature,  and  civil  government,  as  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore, '  letting  his  moderation  be  known  to 
all  men,'  Among  us  there  are  many  good  subjects  and 
good  Protestants  wbo  regret  the  continuance  of  those  cir- 
cnmstances  which  occasioned  the  exclusion  of  Presbyte- 
lians  from  civil  and  military  offices,  and  hope  that  the  time 
will  soon  come  when  the  members  of  the  Episcopal  and 
I^sbyterian  chturhes  wU]  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing 
in  all  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 

"  A  letter  which  I  received  lately  from  our  worthy 
patriotic  friend  Sir  Richard  Muagrave,  exhibits  very  dif- 
ferent features,  and  displays  something  of  a  spirit  not 
qnite  so  conformable  to  the  peace  and  concord  which  pure 
leligion  dictates,  and  which  the  speech  delivered  in  his 
Majesty's  name  on  the  prorogation  of  Parliament^  recom* 
mends  to  *  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  his  people.'  He 
sees  Popish  treason  lurking  in  grim  repose,  and  expecting 
an  opportunity  to  overturn  the  Protestant  establisnment, 
and  hopes  the  Duke  of  Kichmond  will  execute  the  laws 
with  rigour.  Yet  the  writer  of  this  letter  we  know  is  one 
of  the  mildest,  kindest,  and  best-natored  men  living. 

"  But  the  discussion  of  a  subject  about  which  wise  and 
good  men  differ  in  opinion  is  far  from  my  intention,  as  it 
directly  points  to  the  late  changes  of  administration,  and 
the  alliance  of  politics  with  region.  The  cry  of  '  No 
Popery '  resembles  that  of  'Sacheverel  and  the  Church ' 
in  Queen  Anne'a  reign,  in  which  Bolingbroke,  whose  re- 
ligious principles  were  well  known,  warmlv  concurred. 
Swift,  in  one  of  his  letters,  plainly  acknowleoges  that  the 
cry  bod  been  rused  merely  to  serve  a  political  purpose. 
The  evil  consequences  of  tiiat  measure  are  well  known. 
The  present  unparalleled  state  of  the  continent  makes  me 
shudder  to  think  of  politics, 

"  I  begin  my  answer  to  your  Lordship's  letter  by  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  one  guinea,  through  the  hands 
of  Dr,  Stott,  the  price  of  Jamieson's  two  volumes,  which  I 
sent  to  your  Xjoraahip  in  a  package  to  Lisbum. 

"  Miss  Bannerman's  subscription  volume  is  now  printed 
aod  delivering  to  subscribers.  The  printers  distribute  the 
oopies,  and  wdl  forward  your  Lordship's  ten  copies,  which 
are  paid  for,  in  the  first  package  they  send  to  Bel&st  or 
iJsbum.    Tlw  interest  you  take  in  tbitt  RooompUshed  lady 
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wiU  exaoM  my  mentioning  bore  that  »be  u  gons  to  Exeter 
u  govemeH  to  Lady  Fpaicw  Beresford'B  daughter  i  a. 
recpectable  and  uaeful  aitoation,  whicb,  in  the  judgment  of 
eUber  friends,  reflects  mora  credit  on  bertiion  all  bar 
poetry  can  do,  iShe  is  nov  to  earn  her  Uvelihood,  like 
other  females  in  her  arcunutanoea,  by  the  exeroise  ctf  ber 
own  talentB,  to  which  she  has  become  reoondled  Iqr  tin 
failure  of  every  other  plan  for  her  comfortable  proviaioD. 
The  situation  was  procured  for  her  through  the  interven- 
tion of  a  Iriend  of  mine  in  London,  in  a  very  obliging  and 
flattering  manner.  The  family  of  Lady  Franees  is,  I 
doubt  not,  well  known  to  your  Lordship. 

"  I  owe  your  Lordship  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  vtrj 
curious  and  important  details  respecting  tbe  history  lu 
Don  Quixote's  library,  collected  by  your  Ixirdship  sod 
lost  in  the  fire  at  Hafod,  and  the  Latm  version  of  Cad* 
men's  Anglo-Saxon  paraphrase  of  the  Bible.  He  in- 
formation concerning  Ctedmon  is  partioulariy  vatuaUe  and 
useful  to  me,  and  the  hint  respecting  Mr.  M ani^ig's  im- 
proved venion  will  be  a  subject  of  investigation  not  to  be 
neglected.  The  Hafod  press  has  suffered  but  little  inter* 
rupUon,  and  JoinviUe'a  Memoirs  and  La  Brocquicn's 
Travels  to  Palestine  in  1432-3,  have  proceeded  from  it 
within  a  abort  time,  and,  by  the  kindness  of  the  wortiiy 
banslator,  are  both  in  my  possession.  He  is  now  em- 
ployed on  Monstrelet's  continuation  of  Froissart,  whidi  is 
to  be  his  last  labour.  The  Travels  are  printed  in  royal 
8vOi  his  other  Transtationi  in  4to.  I>ucuige*s  Notes  and 
Dissertations  on  JoinviUe,  historical,  heraldio,  jniidicalj 
&0.  are  very  curious  and  valuable. 

*'  Among  our  late  publicationa  Lord  Woodhonselie'a 
Ijfe  of  mimes  is  the  most  considerable.  The  worthy 
antbor  appears  evervwhere  the  friend  of  religion  and  the 
advocate  of  civil  ana  eocleaiostical  establishments ;  but  he 
has  &iled  in  exhibiting  the  prominent  features  of  KamMj 
and  is  not  thought  to  have  executed  his  task,  as  a  meta- 
pbyaunan,  a  philosopher,  and  a  lawyer,  with  sufficient 
abUity  and  auccess.  My  friend  Mr.  Ramsay,  of  Ochter- 
Ivn^  a  neighbour  of  Karnes  in  the  ooontry,  informs  attt 
niai  he  ^misbed  Lord  Woodbonsebe  with  oopious  ex- 
tntcta  from  his  own  biography  of  that  singular  man,  mtb 
aoeodotea  of  judges  and  lawyen,  vthiab  his  Lordship  ao> 
knowledges  pubbely,  and  yet  every  thing  has  been  so  dis- 
tplted  utd  misiepnaentad  that  be  is  ashamed,  and  baa 
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I  to  him  to  ii^reu  his  name  as  an  authority  in 
the  second  edition  ofhis  book. 

"  Although  niT  health  is  bettor,  my  oecupations  tot 
Bome  time  oaTe  oeen  light  and  desultory.  I  am  often 
languid  and  averse  to  writing.  But  Orainger  is  ready  for 
the  printera,  who  will  bring  it  out,  among  other  thmffa, 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  They  will  be  glad  to  receive 
die  corrections  for  your  '  Key,'  to  be  going  on  with,  under 
your  inipectlon,  by  sending  tiie  proofs  and  those  of  the 
Northern  Antiquities  in  the  same  way ;  both  to  be  ready 
before  the  winter,  the  usaal  time  of  publication. 

**  About  the  beginning  of  April  I  was  solicited  by  the 
Rer.  Mr.  Bourne,  of  HoTlls  Street,  Dublin,  a  kinsman  of 
Sir  Richard  Musgrave's,  to  admit  as  an  inmate  in  my 
honw  his  son  Robert,  for  the  re-establishment  of  his 
health  and  the  reformation  of  hia  manners.  I  consented 
to  give  him  that  kind  of  care  and  protection  which  he 
needed,  and  I  have  observed  the  most  beneficial  effects  of 
tiie  change  in  hia  circumstances  and  manner  of  living.  He 
is  of  "n^ty  College,  and  intended  for  the  church. 

"  I  have  to  mention  the  Uberality  and  disinterestedness 
of  Dr.  Ryan,*  as  an  author,  towards  me.  On  receiving 
£80  for  the  third  edition  of  his  History,  he  gave  Mrs. 
Ryan  one  moiety,  and  the  other  to  me,  to  purchase  b 
piece  of  plate,  to  be  a  visible  memorial  of  his  friendship 
and  esteem.  The  History,  besides,  is  inscribed  to  me, 
very  handaomely.  It  is  well  received  here,  and  Lord 
Woodhonselie  has  written  a  long  commendation  of  it,  and 
manr  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  Scottish  clei^  speak 
highly  of  the  design  and  the  execution. 

**  Mr.  ^rk  has  finished  the  Royal  and  Noble  Authors, 
and  is  en^eed  by  Lackington  and  Co.  to  give  a  new 
edition  of  Warton  s  History  of  English  Poetry,  with  a 
eontiDnation.t 

"  Scott's  Dryden  is  at  the  press,  and  will  be  out  next 
winter,  and  his  poem  on  the  Battle  of  Flodden.  I  like 
our  friend  Hafirs  sonnet  to  Mrs.  Meade  very  much, 

"Ho.  Andbrsow." 


*  TIm  Rev.  Edvird  Rnn,  D.D.  prebeDdir|  of  St.  Fatrick'i,  Dnblin  | 
•nthor  of  "  The  Hiitory  of  the  Effect*  at  Religion  on  Mukind,  in  conntriei 
•adMt,  modern,  bwlMrow,  ud  civDind,"  iKmd.  StdIl  Bto.  1788-33,  Sm 
Ha  olbtr  wfriii  ia  Witt'*  Bibliotbecm,  p.  823. 

■f*  Mr.  Ptric  mUected  mteriali  toi  thia  work,  bnt  sohMqusntlf  relinqmUbwl 
it.    Soue  Notei  of  bii  iriU  be  (bond  In  tbe  lut  edltioii.  4  toIi.  Std.  1B24. 
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"  Dronore  Hoau,  Jumirr  4,  IPOS. 
"  The  Bishop  of  Dromore  presents  his  kind  respects  to 
Dr.  Anderson,  It  is  so  long  since  he  has  heard  frota  him 
that  he  cannot  but  entertain  very  serious  apprehennons 
of  his  suffering  under  severe  and  continued  illness,  and 
he  shall  be  happy  to  be  relieved  from  his  anxiety  on  this 
subject.  If  the  Doctor's  silence  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  Bishop's  strictures  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  J,  C, 
Walker,  it  is  necessary  he  should  be  informed  that  tlie 
first  person  who  pointed  out  the  base  malignity  of  Uitson 
to  the  Bishop  was  Mr.  Walker  himself,  who  being  engaged 
by  Ritson  to  assist  him  in  some  literary  researches,  had 
received  a  letter  from  him  containing  some  of  the  vile  insi- 
nuations  he  afterwards  published  in  his  Introduction  to 
the  Romances.  This,  Mr.  Walker  brought  and  showed 
to  the  Bishop,  with  all  the  appearance  of  indignation  that 
such  unprovoked  malice  could  excite  in  the  most  zealous 
friend.  He  at  the  same  time  complained  with  how  Uttle 
civility  that  man  had  repaid  his  own  services.  Yet,  when 
Mr.  Ritson's  book  came  out,  Mr,  Walker,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Boyd,  affected  to  pity  the  Bishop,  perhaps  because 
the  latter  did  not  receive  his  kind  commiseration  with  all 
the  gratitude  he  ought.  He  soon  after  takes  care  to  hold 
up  to  the  attention  of  his  readers  this  very  mass  of  scut- 
rility  and  abuse  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Preston,  referring  to 
I^e  Old  Metrical  Romances,  though  he  was  well  aware 
that  all  Ritson  knew  on  the  subject  had  been  originally 
pointed  out  to  him  in  the  Dissertation  in  the  '  Rehques,* 
&c.  With  regard  to  Ritson's  Introduction,  the  torrent  of 
gross  and  vulgar  invective  which  is  poured  forth  in  it  is 
too  contemptible  to  merit  attention,  and  every  charge 
carries  its  own  confutation  with  it,  except  in  one  place, 
where,  having  no  direct  accusation  to  bring  forth,  he 
endeavours  to  inflict  a  deeper  wound  by  a  mysterious 
insinuation,  and  there  being  no  positive  statement  offiered, 
it  is  impossible  to  answer ;  and  it  must  only  be  submitted. 
to  candid  reflection  whether  this  wretch,  who  has  given 
every  possible  vent  to  his  malice,  would  have  withheld 
any  charge  whatever  if  it  could  have  been  supported. 
Where  Ritson  dilates  with  so  much  parade,  and  marks  by 
inverted  commas  how  the  attempts  to  supply  the  chasms 
in  the  Marriage  of  Sir  Gawaine  should  have  been  pointed 
out  to  the  reader,  Mr.  Walker,  who  is  so  conversant  with 
the  ItaliMi  Poets,  should  have  vindicated  ^e  editor  of  Uie 
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'  Reliqaes'  for  folluwing  their  example io  this  rifaciamento, 
even  if  the  original  itself  had  not  been  given  verbatim  at 
the  end  of  tlie  book.  But  enough  of  this  poor  miserable 
maniac,  and  his  admirer  Mr.  Joseph  Cooper  Walker !  * 
Yet,  before  he  is  finally  dismissed,  it  may  deserve  mention 
that  one  of  the  most  criminal  charges  brought  against  the 
editor  of  the  *  Rcliques,'  is  his  having  printed,  after  the 
example  of  Allan  Ramsay,  some  popular  Scotch  songs  of 
known  antiquity,  with  the  ancient  orthography  of  '  zou,' 
'  Eouth,'  for  '  you'  and  '  youth,'  &c.  &c.  while  he  himself 
prints  in  modern  types  the  ancient  romance  of  '  The 
Geste  of  Kyng  Horn,'  without  noticing  that  the  ori^nal  is 
written  in  the  old  MS.  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  character ;  aad, 
although  it  is  evidently  the  most  ancient  in  our  language 
that  has  been  discovered,  he  thrusts  it  into  the  middle  of 
his  second  volume  below  many  others  of  later  date,  and 
attacks  the  editor  of  the  '  Rehques'  with  the  most  scur- 
rilous abuse  for  supporting  an  opinion  concerning  its 
antiquity,  which  he  in  vidn  attempts  to  confute.  But 
innumerable  other  instances  might  ne  given  of  his  wilful 
prevarication  and  gross  departure  from  truth,  in  order  to 
gratify  his  deep-rooted  malice. 

'*  In  one  of  his  letters  Dr.  Anderson  expressed  hia 
approbation  of  the  endeavours  which  had  heen  used  here 
to  condliate  the  different  religionists  in  this  country. 
Perhaps  he  will  not  think  undeserving  notice  an  attempt 
of  tiuB  kind  that  was  lately  made  at  Dromore,  where, 
besides  the  cathedral  church,  there  are  two  dissenting 
meeting-houses  belonging  to  what  are  called  the  Old  and 
the  New  Ldshts,  and  also  a  mass  chapel  for  the  Roman 
Catholics,  It  having  been  deemed  expedient  to  make  a 
charitable  collection  for  the  poor  at  this  severe  season,  to 
induce  the  inhabitants  of  all  religions  cordially  to  unite  in 
this  good  work,  the  Bishop's  Chaplain  preached  an  excel- 
lent sermon  in  the  principal  meeting-house,  and  the 
money  was  collected  by  the  two  dissenting  ministers  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  priest,  who  equally  divided  the  pews 
among  them,  and  are  to  distribute  a  very  handsome  col- 
lection impartially  among  the  poor  of  their  four  congrega- 
tions. The  Honourable  Mr.  Meade  also^  who  has  mamed 
the  Bishop's  youngest  daughter,  and  is  rector  of  a  parish 
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in  which  ore  many  wealthy  inhabiUnts  of  the  Pmbyteriin 
persuaaion,  to  promote  Uie  same  desirable  object  aminig 
his  parishioners  of  all  religiooB,  preached  on  the  Mme  day 
a  charity  sermon  in  a  l^e  meeting-houBe  in  his  pamh, 
and  obtained  therein  the  greatest  conti^utaon  ever  known 
in  a  country  congregation,  which  he  and  the  dissentiiig 
minister,  a  very  worthy  man,  will  divide  among  all  their 
poor  without  distinction.  There  is  no  Roman  Catholic 
chapel  in  that  parish,  or  their  priest  would  have  been 
invited  to  concur  with  them.  In  truth,  there  is  no  where 
less  intolerant  bigotry  than  in  this  part  of  Ireland,  or 
more  general  harmony  among  all  who  differ  in  reli^otu 
opinions. 

"  Before  the  Bishop  concludes,  he  must  beg  to  be 
informed  what  is  intended  concerning  the  publication  of 
Or.  Grainger's  Works,  and  what  Dr.  Andenon  thinks  of 
letting  Messrs.  RivingtoQ,  the  late  proprietors  of  the  *  Key 
to  the  New  Testament,'  vend  the  new  edition  iu  London  j 
at  least  be  consulted  about  it.  Is  it  also  deured  that  &e 
new  edition  of  the  Northern  Antiqnities  should  be  under- 
taken? On  the  above,  or  any  otaer  subject,  the  Bishop 
will  be  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  Anderson,  who  is  desired  to 
accept  ms  most  cordial  wishes  of  many  jiew  yean,  and  of 
health  and  happiness  to  him  and  all  hu  family. 

"  What  did  Dr.  Anderson  think  of  the  Biuop  of  Dn>> 
nore's  statement  of  the  treatment  he  reouved  from  Messrs. 
Cadell  and  Davies,  in  the  publicatioa  of  Goldanuth'a 
Life,&o.?" 


**  Mt  DBAB  LoBD,  Heriofi  Grew,  Miy  18,  IBOS. 

"  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  your  Lordship's  oandoor, 
and  the  distinguished  G;ood-wilt  you  bear  towards  m^  in 
believing  that  I  have  been  hindered  from  acknowledgii^ 
the  satiafaotion  I  have  received  from  your  continued  kmd- 
nesses,  by  no  other  cause  than  inability  arising  from  almost 
perpetual  bad  health. 

"  About  the  middle  of  last  summer  I  waa  drawn  away 
into  Roxburghshire,  to  repair  the  severe  shocks  which  my 
health  had  suffered  during  the  winter,  by  the  fine  sir, 
moderate  exercise,  and  solitude  of  the  country.  I^n 
Tweedside  I  was  soon  able  to  make  an  excursion  into  the 
mountainous  districts  of  'Hviotdale,  Ewesdale,  Eakdale, 
and  Cumberland.  I  surveyed  for  die  first  time  Uie  scenery 
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of  the  Border  ballada,  and  visited  the  anoient  castles  of 
tiie  Border  chiefs,  the  dens  of  thieves  and  robbers.  I  sat 
on  the  niioB  of  Hermitage,  in  a  moralizing  rather  than 
a  marvelloua  mood,  so  that  I  saw  neither  Redcap  nor 
SkeUycoat;  and  indeed  the  creatures  of  popular  super- 
■tition  hve  only  in  l^ends,  and  no  longer  hannt  these 
peaceful  valleys.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  pleasure  I 
hsd  in  viewing  the  romantic  aspect  of  the  country,  except 
tlie  satishction  I  enierienced  in  the  kindness  of  its  inha- 
bitants, who  detiunea  me  a  long  time  going  here  and  there. 
I  returned  to  £dnam  with  my  friend  Mr.  Hutoheson  (our 
Scottiih  Bums],  who  accompanied  me  from  £dinbui^h, 
and  joined  my  daughters,  towards  the  end  of  autumn, 
iDDoh  recruited  in  strength  and  spirits  by  the  fine  air  of 
the  moimbiina.  I  lingered  among  my  friends  at  Kelso 
aod  Drybu^h  Abbey  till  the  approach  of  the  cold  season 
VHiied  me  to  return  home. 

**  I  found  your  Lordship's  acceptable  packet  on  my 
taUCf  containing  the  statement  of  the  transaction  between 
you  and  Cadell  and  Davies,  relative  to  the  edition  of 
Goldsnuth's  Works.  The  narrative,  with  the  correotiont 
which  you  supplied,  is  a  valuable  document,  and  furnishes 
a  complete  justification  of  the  share  you  had  in  the  tran»< 
action*  It  requires  no  addition,  except,  perhaps,  an 
acknowledgment,  which  does  not  appear,  that  the  pub- 
liahen  paid  Qoldsmith's  family  the  stipulated  price. 

**  After  a  long  absence  from  home,  I  found  myself  over- 
whelmed with  husbesa  of  one  kind  or  other,  which  pre- 
Tsoted  me  from  vrriting  to  you  at  the  time  [  and  soon  after 
I  was  seiied  with  a  cholera  morbus,  so  violent,  that  my 
Ufa  during  two  days  was  despaired  of  by  my  family.  I 
raooTered  slowly,  and  the  dehihty  which  followed,  and  a 
noeesiion  of  relapses  and  recovenes  from  catarrhous  and 
ihenmatic  complaints,  confined  me  almost  the  whole  win- 
ter to  my  chamber,  and  rendered  me  incapable  of  attend- 
ing to  any  kind  of  bunness. 

"Hie  mild  weather  which  is  now  come,  after  the  most 
MUtere  and  variable  winter  ever  remembered,  has  already 
been  beneficial  to  me,  and  more  regular  opportunities  of 
taldog  exercise  may  help  to  restore  me  to  my  usual  tone 
of  vautudinarian  temperament. 

"  It  was  intended  to  bring  out  Qrainger^a  works,  so 
long  delayed,  early  in  the  winter,  and  the  hiat  sheet  of  the 
second  volume  was  proceeding  at  the  press  when  I  was 
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laid  up  severely.  It  is  the  first  employment  I  have  under- 
taken, and  I  expect  it  will  be  finished  in  about  three  weeks. 
A  regard  to  the  size  of  the  volumes  obliges  me  to  compress 
the  preliminary  matter.  To  give  a  littie  more  uniformity 
to  the  volumes,  I  have  some  thoughts  of  prefixing  a  con- 
siderable fragment  of  an  Essay  on  Elegiac  Poetry  to  the 
second  volume.*     It  seems  to  have  been  intended  to  be 

Erefixed  to  TibuUus ;  but  it  is  not  unsuitable  to  the  trans- 
itions from  Ovid.  It  is  partly  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
White,  and  partly  in  that  of  Grainger. 

"  The  *  Key  to  the  New  Testament,'  and  the  *  Northern 
Antiquities,'  would  have  been  printed,  if  I  had  been  able 
to  give  my  assistance,  and  the  necessuy  corrections  and 
additions  had  come  over.  MundeU  and  Cfo.  have  no  objec- 
tions to  let  Rivingtons  have  a  share  of  the  *  Key.'  The 
offer  has  not  yet  been  made,  owing  to  the  lone  confine- 
ment of  the  partner,  who  takes  charge  of  the  publications. 
He  is  now  upon  the  recovery,  and  I  doubt  not  will  be 
ready  to  begin  with  the  '  Key,'  when  I  have  put  Grainger 
off  my  hands.  The  publishers  of  books  are  discouraged, 
at  present,  from  engaging  in  expensive  undertakings  by 
the  advance  of  25  per  rent,  upon  printing  paper,  owmg  to 
the  want  of  supply  of  rags  from  the  continent. 

"  I  did  not  overlook  what  your  Lordship  has  noticed  in 
Mr.  Cooper  Walker's  'Essay  on  Romantic  Fabling,'  and  1 
think  with  justice ;  forcertainly  the  editor  of  the 'Reliques' 
was  entitled  to  commemoration  and  applause,  in  prefer- 
ence to  Ritson  and  Ellis,  who  only  followed  him.  The 
menlio  honorifita  ai  Ritson  at  all  surprised  me,  as  I  had 
dissuaded  him  from  appearing  as  his  correspondent  in  a 
biographical  sketch  by  one  of  his  friends,  to  which  he  was 
solicited  to  contribute.  He  seemed  convinced,  at  the  time, 
that  it  would  not  be  creditable  to  be  concerned  in  it;  and 
I  hinted  too  that  it  would  affect  the  intercourse  between 
us,  as  my  attachment  to  your  Lordship's  person  and  cha- 
racter would  o))lige  me  to  take  notice  of  an  unkind  and 
deliberate  association  with  a  malignant  and  implacable 
enemy  of  your  fame.  I  have  bad  no  epistolary  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  C.  Walker,  nor  indeed  with  any  of  my 
literary  friends  in  Ireland,  for  many  montiis.  At  the  time 
he  sent  me  the  Essay,  I  mentioned  the  note  as  likely  to 
be  offensive  to  your  Lordship ;  and  he  took  occasion  to 
speak  of  yon,  as  he  has  uniformly  done  to  me,  in  terms  of 
*  tbit  WW  not  done. 
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the  highest  respect.  He  is  certainly  a  very  well-natared 
worthy  man,  and  I  can  ascribe  to  nothing  but  his  excessive 
good-nature  his  indiscriminate  admiration  of  men  of  let- 
ters, of  ahaost  every  description,  which  may  be  easily  mis- 
talcen  for  an  inordinate  amoitiousness  of  notoriety. 

"  Dr.  Jamieson  has  published  his  Dictionary  of  the 
Scottish  Language,  in  two  very  large  4to  volumes.  Your 
Lordship  was  so  good  as  to  give  your  name  as  a  subscriber^ 
and  it  appears  in  the  list.  I  am  waiting  for  a  private  con- 
veyance to  forward  it,  and  1  have  heard  of  a  gentleman 
going  to  Lady  Clanwiliiam's,  in  your  neighbourhood,  next 
week.  The  price  was  originally  three  guineas,  but  the 
enlargement  of  the  work  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
charge  a  suinea  more ;  which  has  been  willingly  paid  by 
all  the  subscribers. 

"  Mr.  H.  Drummond  is  printing  here  the  first  book  of  a 
translation  of  Lucretius,  and  is  preparing  for  the  press  a 
philosophical  and  descriptive  poem  on  the  Giant's  Cause- 
way. He  gives  me  an  account  of  an  intended  academical 
institution,  a  kind  of  schola  iUustris,  at  Belfast;  which 
may  be  unfavourable  to  his  interest  and  that  of  Dr.  Bruce. 
Mr.  Annatrong,  it  seems,  has  opposed  the  new  college,  in 
a  printed  pamphlet,  which  I  have  not  seen.  To  me  such 
an  institution,  on  a  broad  scale,  seems  well  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  province  of  Ulster.  I  hear  with  much 

{tleaanre  that  your  Lordship,  notwithstanding  your  esteem 
or  Dr.  Bruce,  has  given  a  liberal  aid  towards  the  new  in- 
stitution. I  know  not  the  particulars  of  the  plan ;  but,  if 
assistance  is  wanted  from  this  country  in  conducting  it,  I 
would  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  patronage  one  or 
two  persons  eminently  qualified  to  be  professors  of  the 
moat  useful  branches  of  science  and  literature. 

*'  Scott's  '  Marmion '  is  come  out ;  a  work  of  more  pro- 
mise than  performance.  It  does  not  rise  above,  and  often 
falls  below  the  '  Lay.'*  It  is  censured  severely  in  the  Cri- 
tical Review,  and  even  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  though 
more  handsomely.  Ro.  Andbsson." 


"  Dromore  (IreUitd),  24  H17,  I80e. 
"  The  Bishop  of  Dromore  presents  his  kind  respects  to 
Dr.  Anderson,  whose  obliging  letter  of  the  18th  instant 

*  "  The  force  in  the  Laf  ia  thrown  on  style  ;  in  Jfaiinion  on  dMrription  ; 
in  the  LaOf  qf  tht  Late  on  incident,"  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Preface  to 
ItoM>T. 
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relieved  him  from  much  anxietr  which  he  h&d  mffered 
firom  his  long  lilence.  This  be  iiKd,  &a  ha  now  finds,  tiM 
justly  attributed  to  severe  illness,  and  he  sincerely  rejoice* 
that  it  is  in  a  great  measure  removed,  and  that  the  good 
Doctor  can  now  resume  his  useful  labours.  He  need  not 
express  what  pleasure  it  will  ^ve  him  to  see  the  long- 
expected  edition  of  his  friend  Dr.  Grainger's  Poem* }  and 
then  Dr.  Anderson  may,  if  he  pleases,  proceed  to  flie 
republication  of  the  '  Northern  Antiquities,'  if  he  tbinka 
it  will  answer  under  the  enormous  increase  of  the  prioe  of 

fiBper,  or  leave  it  to  sleep  for  another  half  century }  but  aa 
or  the  '  Key  to  the  New  Testament,'  the  Bishop  fean  a 
new  impression  will  not  so  well  answer  JQst  noWt  at 
Messrs.  Rivingtons  reprinted  it  not  long  sltioe,  with  the 
&lladous  allurement  of  a  new  edition  '  corrected,  although 
thev  never  once  dropped  the  least  hint  of  their  intention 
to  nim,  nor  solicited,  much  less  obtained,  a  Aingla  cor- 
rection from  him.  Yet  this  will  not  excite  surprise  in 
those  who  have  had  any  deahngs  with  the  Rivingtons. 
However,  the  dispersion  of  these  copies,  which  era  not 
all  circulated,  may,  perhaps,  tender  it  convenient  to  wait  a 
little  longer  before  ^e  intention  of  an  Edinburgh  edition 
is  resumed,  for  the  corrections  therein  proposed  are  not 
of  sufficient  number  or  consequence  to  excite  muoh  dl»- 
cussion,  or  deserve  the  attention  of  the  publiCi  At  any 
rate,  the  Bishop  desires  that  such  an  intention  may  not 
be  mentioned  to  the  Rivingtons  by  any  one  but  him- 
self. 

"  In  the  '  Statement  of  what  passed  with  Messrs. 
Cadell  and  Davies  concerning  the  Life  of  Dr.  Goldsmith, 
prefixed  to  his  Miscellaneous  Works,'  the  Bishop  fean 
a  mistake  was  committed  in  the  copy  sent  to  Dr.  Ander- 
son, respecting  a  very  important  odte,  via.  of  the  time 
when  Mr.  Lettice  accompanied  him  at  the  interview  he 
had  with  those  booksellers,  and  offered  the  proposal  of 
which  they  afterwards  so  much  complained,  and  so  gladly 
availed  themselves  to  excuse  their  subsequent  misconduct. 
This  really  happened  January  4,  1/96,  almost  two  years 
(at  least  upwards  uf  a  year  and  three  quarters,)  before  the 
agreement  was  concluded  between  them  and  Dr.  Percy ; 
so  that  that  proposal  had  not  the  least  connection  with  it. 
In  a  copy  uf  this  Statement,  which  has  been  retained  here, 
the  above  date  is  erroneously  written,  Jan.  4,  1797,  and, 
if  the  same  error  has  been  committed  in  Dr.  Anderson's 
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copy  ha  U  durired  carefally  to  comet  it,  and  to  repMsent 
the  snbject  properly  to  such  afl  m&y  hnvti  seen  it.  Dr. 
Andeison  seems  to  hint  that  to  this  Statement  ought  to 
be  tUDezed  acknowledgmenta  that  the  publiflherB  paid 
Ooldimith's  family  the  stipulated  prioe.  The  Bishop  did 
not  apprehend  that  thii  «nB  necessary  for  any  vindication 
of  himself  ttatn  the  misrepreientation  of  Mr.  Dariea,  &c., 
bnt,  if  it  should  be  deemed  so,  it  may  bfl  proper  to  men- 
tion that,  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies,  one  half 
Wftr«  alloved  to  be  sold  in  England,  and  these  vere  deli- 
rmd  to  Mr.  White,  bookseller,  in  Fleet  Street,  London, 
irlth  an  «zpreu  injunction,  that  he  was  to  account  for  all 
tha  nrofits  aiising  from  the  same  to  Dr.  Goldsmith's 
brotoar  Charles  Goldsmith,  who  had  returned  from  the 
West  Indies  with  his  family,  and  resided  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tottenham  Court.  From  this  brother  of  Dr. 
GoldBmlth  the  Bishop  frequently  heard,  informing  him 
that  tte  payments  were  duly  made,  and  whatever  copies 
hfl  desired  were  delivered  to  him  to  dispose  of  among 
his  friends  for  bis  own  benefit.  He  believes  Mr.  Charles 
Ooldsmith  is  since  dead,  but  the  account  Is  still  open 
with  his  family,  to  whom  Mr.  White  must  account  for 
Mty  that  may  nave  remained  of  the  185  copies  delivered 
to  him.  The  other  moiety  of  the  impression  was  sent  to 
Irdand,  consigned  to  Mr.  Archer,  bookseller,  in  Dublin, 
Intended  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Goldsmith's  niece, 
dai^ter  of  his  eldest  brother  the  clergyman,  who,  being 
ledDoed  to  indigence,  it  was  principally  on  her  account 
that  th«  Bishop  had  applied  in  1800  to  Messrs.  Cadell 
and  Davies  to  i^ord  some  present  relief,  to  alleviate  the 
difttresa  occaaioned  by  the  delay  of  the  publication ;  which 
being  refused  by  them,  the  Bishop  had  supplied  the  same 
himself,  and  continued  to  do  so  till  her  death,  which  took 
pboe  before  Mr.  Archer  had  come  to  a  settlement  for  the 
ISS  copies  transmitted  to  him.  Part  of  these  ate  still 
nniold,  and  as  two  more  elegant  editions  have  been 
printed  in  London,  which  it  is  feared  will  supersede  the 
•ale  of  these,  it  is  intended  to  zet  those  copies  into  the. 
eonntry,  and  dispose  of  them  oy  private  subscription ; 
and  then  whatever  arises  from  this  sale,  or  remains  of  Mr. 
Archer's  balance,  that  was  unp^d  to  or  for  the  niece, 
•liall  be  daUTerad  to  any  relative  of  Dri  Goldsmith  who 
lb«U  be  found  a  proper  object  of  the  same.  The  Bishop 
of  Dromore  will,  with  great  pleasure,  pay  the  additional 
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guinea,  with  his  former  subscription  of  three  guineas,  to 
Dr.  Jamieson's  Dictionary,  &c." 

"  My  DEAS  Lobd,  Henot'i  Green,  14  Jnly,  1808. 

"  I  received  the  first  notice  of  the  death  of  your  excel- 
lent nephew,*  and  my  much-valued  friend,  from  the 
Obituary  of  a  London  newspaper  a  few  days  before  I  had 
the  melancholy  intelligence  from  Dromore  House.  My 
mind  was  unprepared  for  an  event  that  gave  me  the 
deepest  concern ;  for  I  had  infinite  regard  for  Dr.  Percy; 
bad  received  no  account  of  his  previous  illness,  and 
was  expecting  a  letter  from  him  concerning  a  friend  of 
mine  at  Oxford,  whom  I  had  introduced  to  his  acquaint- 
ance last  winter,  and  who  had  experienced  his  kindness 
and  urbanity  in  a  high  degree.  Among  the  many  delight- 
ful reminiscenceii  associated  with  the  recollection  of  my 
visit  at  Dromore  House,  there  is  none,  except^g  of  oar 
own  friendship,  which  I  shall  ever  appreciate  more  highly 
than  the  acquaintance  I  made  with  Dr.  Percy.  As  I  well 
knew  and  valued  his  open  and  amiable  disposition,  his 
generous  and  noble  nature,  his  lively  and  ardent  genins, 
and  his  virtuous  and  elegantly  accomplished  mind,  I  feel 
more  deeply  for  those  who  lived  with  him  in  habits  of 
intimacy;  for  I  am  sure  he  was  known  to  no  one  by 
whom  his  loss  will  not  be  lamented.  Even  your  Christian 
and  philosofihic  mind,  which  teaches  you  to  extract  good 
from  every  event  and  condition  of  life,  will  lament  the 
premature  decease  of  an  amiable  and  ingenious  relative, 
the  sole  remaining  hope  of  an  ancient  family,  made  more 
illustrious  by  your  learning  and  virtue.  You  have  the 
sympathy  of  aU  your  friends  here ;  who  despair  of  seeing 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  '  Reliques'  proceed  from  the  press. 
I  trust,  however,  it  will  be  forthcommg  when  you  can  exert 
yourself  sufficiently  to  make  the  necessary  ammgementa. 

"  This  has  been  to  me  a  season  of  amiction.  I  had 
scarcely  received  your  Lordship's  last  friendly  communi- 
cation, when  I  was  called  away  into  Lanarkshire,  to 
attend  the  death-bed  of  my  eldest  brother.  But  I  must 
not  dwell  on  the  circumstances  of  an  event  that  I  witnessed 
so  lately.  I  ought  to  bow  in  humble  and  filial  submis- 
sion to  the  adverse  dispensations  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

*  This  Dr.  Pen?,  of  St.  Jabn'i  Collie,  wu  m  tieguit  miuAtr  aad  poet, 
and  n  tctj  acconi|ilithcd  uid  amuible  mto.  A  tew  short  Focmi  of  hi*  tn  in 
the  "  Poetical  Bf^iMer,"    See  before,  p,  54. 
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"  Certain  family  affairs  having  detained  me  long  in  the 
country,  I  have  made  no  further  progress  in  printing 
Grunger;  which,  however,  I  intend  to  resume  when  I 
bave  attained  a  little  more  firmness  and  alacrity  of  mind. 

"  Messrs.  Mundell  and  Co.  are  not  deterred  by  Uiving- 
tons*  edition  of '  The  Key,'  from  engaging  in  it  when  you 
favour  them  with  the  necessary  corrections.  "The  North- 
ern Antiquities'  is  also  kept  in  view,  and  will  be  taken  up 
in  the  course  of  their  business.  I  shall  not  cease  to  sti- 
mulate them  when  I  have  acquired  a  right  to  do  it,  by 
dismissing  Grainger  from  my  hand. 

"  The  Statement  needed  the  correction  your  Lordship 
took  the  trouble  to  send ;  and,  though  not  requisite  to 
your  vindication,  the  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  pub- 
lishers to  Goldsmith's  family  renders  it  perfect  and  satis- 
factory. 

"  uist  week,  I  find,  and  not  before,  the  printers  have 
forwarded  six  copies  of  Miss  Bannerman's  Poems  and  Dr. 
Jamieson's  Dictionary,  in  a  package,  to  the  care  of  Mr, 
Black,  Belfast.  They  had  waited  till  Mr.  H.  Drum- 
mond's  Translation  of  the  iirst  book  of  Lucretius  was 
ready  to  go  in  the  same  bale.  You  desired  only  five  or 
six  copies  of  the  subscription  Poems  to  be  sent,  if  the 
remainder  could  be  turned  to  Miss  Bannerman's  advan- 
vantage.  I  mentioned  your  generous  offer,  which  she 
thankfully  accepted. 

"  When  I  mentioned  the  Belfast  college  to  your  Lord- 
ship, 1  had  my  friend  Dr.  Irving*  in  view  for  a  Professorship 
inthedepartmentsof  theGre^andLatin  languages, Belles 
Ijettres,  and  History.  He  is  author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Scot- 
tish Poets,  and  the  Life  of  Buchanan,  which  procured  him 
the  honoraiydegrce  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  the  Mareschal 
College,  and  a  3roung  man  of  great  integrity  of  character, 
and  of  very  accurate  and  extensive  classical  and  literary 
attainments.  He  would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  new 
collie,  and  is  justly  ambitious  of  your  Lordship's  patron- 
age and  recommendation ;  which  I  solicit  for  him  vrith  an 
earnestness  that  nothing  but  the  confidence  I  have  in  your 
senerosity  can  excuse.  I  have  to  speak  of  Marmion,  &c, 
in  tny  next.  1  am  always,  with  the  highest  esteem  and 
regard,  my  dear  Lord,  your  affectionate  servant, 

"  Ro.  Andbrbon." 

*  The  Rer.  Di*id  Irving.  A  list  of  lua  uvueroiu  biographical  and  oth«r 
woclii  it  in  Watt'i  Bibliotheca,  p.  536. 

VOL.   VII.  O 
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"  Mt  DBAR  Lord,  HeHot'i  Gmn,  Aof.  26, 180B. 

"  Having  been  unaroidalily  engaged  in  composing  fome 
family  differences  in  the  country,  owine  to  my  broUier 
dying  intestate,  I  have  only  now  received  the  pleaaure  of 
your  Lordship's  last  favour,  inclosing  copies  of  your  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Stevenson,  relative  to  Or.  Irving, 
vhich  requires  my  prompt  and  warmest  acbnowledgments, 

"  I  cannot  express  sufficiently  the  grateful  sente  I  hare 
of  your  Lordship's  great  kindness  and  attention  in  recom- 
mending my  friend  Dr.  Irving  so  earnestly  to  the  managers 
of  the  Belfast  Institution.  Dr.  Irving  has  been  long  in 
the  habit  of  entertidning  the  most  sincere  respect  for  your 
Lordship's  character  as  a  man  and  as  a  scholar,  and,  u  he 
should  be  indebted  to  you  for  his  appointment  I  am  son 
its  value  would  not  be  a  little  enhanced  in  his  eyes.  To 
your  Lordship,  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  your  recom- 
mendation, I  am  equally  certain  he  will  always  feel  the 
highest  obligations. 

"  I  speak  of  Dr.  Irving  from  an  intimate  acquuntance 
of  ten  years,  during  which  time  he  has  resided  chiefly  here, 
and  attended  all  the  classes  in  our  College,  except  those  of 
medidne.  He  is  a  very  genuine  scholar,  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  of  a  manly  appearance,  a  grave  and  sedate 
deportment,  a  candid  ana  liberal  temper,  and  an  uimght, 
firm,  and  delicate  mind.  He  has  hitherto  been  maintuned 
by  his  family  in  a  style  of  gentility ;  but  it  is  necessary  for 
him  to  engage  in  some  active  useful  employment  suitable 
to  his  abiliUes.  His  merit  is  such,  that  he  was  thought  of 
by  my  friend  Professor  Richardson  for  the  Greek  Chair  at 
Glasgow,  in  the  prospect  of  a  vacancy,  which  did  not  take 

{)lace.   This  kind  of  merit  is  rare  in  ecodand,  where  Gredc 
iterature  is  little  cultivated. 

"  If,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Belfast  Institution,  there 
be  any  Chair  suited  to  Dr.  Irving,  in  the  departments  td 
languages,  belles  1ettres,and  history,  and  if,  in  your  Lord- 
ship's opinion]  any  testimonials  from  persons  in  this 
country  be  necessa^,  he  can  have  recommendationa  from 
the  most  distinguished  members  of  our  Universities, — Pro- 
fessor Stewart,  of  Edinburgh ;  Professor  Richardson,  of 
Glasgow;  Principal  Brown,  of  Aberdeen;  and  Dr.  Hunter, 
of  St.  Andrew's. 

"  Dr.  Irving  has  published  '  Elements  of  Sngliah  Com- 
position,' 12mo,  which  he  is  now  revising  for  a  aeeond 
edition,  at  home,  in  the  country,  near  Langholm;  'Uves 
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of  Soottiah  Authors,  Fei^uison,  Falconer,  and  Rnssell/ 
12mo ;  •  Lives  of  tiie  Scottish  Poets,  with  nvliminary 
Diisertatioiii  on  the  Literary  Hiator]^  of  Scotland,  and  of 
the  Early  Scottish  Drama,"  2  vols.  8yo,  1804 ;  and  '  Me- 
moin  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  George  Buchanan,'  8to> 
1807.  His  two  last  pablications  shall  be  sent  for  your 
Lordship's  acceptance  by  the  first  conveyance  to  Belfast. 
On  tibe  two  first  ha  seta  no  value,  in  their  present  state. 

"  Your  Lordship  owes  me  nothing  on  the  score  of  sub- 
•eriptiona,  except  the  price  of  Dr.  Jamieson's  Dictionary. 
Mr.  Coocber,  author  of  the  Pleasures  of  Solitude,  has 
handed  the  proposals  for  publishing  a  new  volume  of 
poems,  entitled,  '  Last  Lays,'  by  subscription,  at  I0<.  Gd. 
He  announces  it  from,  peculiar  and  imperiowa  circitm- 
itamecMi  it  is  his  Unt  appeal.  If  your  Lordship  again 
encourage  him,  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  remitting  your 
subscription. 

"  Professor  Bichardson  sent  me  a  copy  of  Dr.  Graham's 
Essay,  to  which  he  was  a  contributor,  at  the  time  it  came 
oat.  I  immediately  announced  it  to  Mr.  Laing,  then  in 
Orkney.  When  I  saw  him  on  his  way  to  London  he  had 
not  then  read  it,  but  expressed  his  intention  of  giving  it  a 
serious  perusal.  I  missed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  on 
his  return  from  London,  after  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  have  not  since  had  any  epistolary  communication 
with  him.  Dr.  Graham  is  the  most  sober  and  temperate 
writer  that  has  appeared  on  that  side.  Yet  bis  re/v/o/ton, 
as  he  improperly  calls  it,  is  by  no  means  satisfactory, 
though  Mr.  Laing  has  not  always  taken  sure  ground.  Mr. 
Ross  has  printed  30  oopies  of  a  literal  translation  of  the 
Gaelic  Otsian,  and  sent  a  copy  to  me  for  my  opinion  and 
remarks.  His  object  is  to  convict  Macpherson  of  igno- 
imnoe  of  his  native  language,  from  certain  discrepancies 
which  he  finds  between  the  version  and  the  original.  This 
cannot  be  easily  admitted;  for,  upon  the  supposition  that 
Msf^herson  wrote  the  poems  first  in  Enghsh,  and  after- 
wards translated  them  into  Erse,  it  might  be  expected 
that,  in  translating  them  into  Erse,  he  would  avail  him- 
self of  the  idioms  and  capabilities  of  the  language ;  and  to 
some  process  of  this  kind  may  be  attributed  the  difference 
we  find,  which  is  chiefiy  in  the  use  of  epithets  and  modes 
of  expression,  not  in  the  sense. 

"  My  printing  operations  have  been  suspended.     I  am 
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truly  sensible  of  your  Lordship's  'friendly  sympathy  and 
consolation. 

"  The  harvest  is  going  on  everywhere  around  us.  The 
wheat  crop  is  materially  injured.  In  East  Lothian  the 
loss  is  not  less  than  25  per  cent,  on  an  average.  Many 
fields  are  hardly  worth  the  cutting.  The  other  crops  are 
abundant. 

"  I  congratulate  your  Lordship,  with  all  my  heart,  on  the 
glorious  success  of  the  Spanish  patriots.  It  surpasses  the 
hopes  even  of  enthusiasm.  May  their  success  be  complete, 
and  may  an  improved  constitution  reward  their  labours ! 

".Address  'Malcolm  Laing,  Esq.  M. P.  Kirkwall,  OA- 
ney.' 

"  I  am,  with  every  imaginable  kindness,  your  Lordship's 
affectionate  humble  servant,  Ro.  Anderson." 


"  My  DSAR  Lord,  Heriot'i  Grwm,  No*.  15,  1808. 

*'  Since  I  had  your  Lordship's  last  most  welcome  and 
agreeable  communicatJon,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  see 
Dr.  Trail  here,  and  to  receive  from  him  most  satisfactory 
accounts  of  your  health  and  enjajmients. 

"  No  opportunity  has  occurreti  of  sending  you  copies  of 
Dr.  Irving's  publications,  till  this  morning,  when  an  officer 
of  the  92d  regiment,  going  to  Tuam,  called  on  me,  and 
most  willingly  undertook  to  leave  the  packet  that  accom- 
panies this  at  the  post  office,  Dromore,  for  your  Lordship. 

*'  Dr.  Irving  feels  infinitely  indebted  to  your  Lordship's 
kindness. 

"  Dr.  Bruce's  son  is  come  over  to  attend  our  University. 
He  informs  me  the  buildings  of  the  Academy  are  begun; 
but  the  Institution  has  not  commenced. 

"  I  will  write  to  your  Lordship  very  soon,  and  transmit 
the  testimonies  for  Dr.  Irving,  from  Professor  Richsnl- 
son  and  others. 

"  I  have  only  a  moment  to  write  this  note,  and  to  put 
the  package  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Little. 

"  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  moat  truly  and  aftc- 
tionately,  your  Lordship's  moat  obedient  servant, 

"  Ro.  Andkbson." 
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"  My  DBAR  Lord,  Henot'a  Green,  Ctb  Dec.  ISOd. 

"  I  hope  the  parcel  I  sent  your  Lordship  by  Captain 
'  Little,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  arrived  safely  at  Dromore 
Houae.  It  contained  Dr.  Irving's  Lives  of  the  Scottish 
Poets,  and  Memoirs  of  Buchanan,  for  your  Lordship's 
acceptance.  In  a  note  which  accompanied  it,  I  took  occa- 
sion to  say,  that  I  expected  soon  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  transmitdng  testimonials  in  favour  of  Dr.  Irvmg,  from 
the  most  eminent  classical  scholars  in  Scotland.  These 
testimonials  have  been  handed  to  me,  and  I  very  williiigly 
send  them  for  your  Lordship's  consideration,  in  this,  and 
the  envelope  that  accompanies  it.  Owing  to  the  accident 
of  a  packet  for  me,  containing  Dr.  Hunter's  testimonial* 
having  been  abstracted  from  the  mail  coach,  a  copy  is 
sent,  which  happened  to  be  taken  by  a  friend  of  Dr. 
Irving's,  which  1  know  to  be  of  his  handwriting. 

"  The  great  honour  and  favour  which  your  Lordsliip 
did  Dr.  Irving,  by  proposing  him  as  a  candidate  for  one  of 
the  Professorships  in  the  New  College  at  Belfast,  upon 
my  recommendation,  makes  me  particularly  solicitous 
that  your  confidence  should  be  strengthened  by  the  con- 
current testimonies  of  the  ablest  writers  and  the  most 
distinguished  judges  of  literary  merit  in  this  country.  ] 
know  your  Ixtrdsliip  did  not  thmk  such  testimonies  neces- 
sary; but,  if  yon  should  be  of  opinion  tliat  they  may 
serve  to  promote  Dr.  Irving's  views,  I  have  such  perfect 
confidence  in  the  interest  you  take  in  his  success,  that  I 
rely  on  your  readiness  to  submit  them  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  managers  of  the  College  by  the  earhest  oppor- 
tuni^. 

"  1  know  not  whether  the  managers  have  appointed 
any  Professors,  and  even  Dr.  Brace's  son,  who  is  here, 
and  lately  left  Belfast,  can  give  me  no  satisfactory  ac- 
count of  the  Institution.  From  him  I  have  received  very 
gratifying  accounts  of  young  Robinson's  pron^ss  in  Tri- 
nity College,  and  the  success  of'his  &ther  in  Dublin. 

"  I  nnrarely  hope  the  declining  year  finds  your  Lord- 
ship's general  health  as  firm,  and  your  spirits  as  good,  as 
at  the  tame  Dr.  Trail  visited  you. 

"  1  am  anxious  to  hear  if  you  have  stimulated  Mr. 
Latng  to  answer  Dr.  Graham's  book,  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  since  he  went  to  the  North.  Our  printers 
have  been  settling  the  afiairs  of  the  partnership  for  some 
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time,  and  doing  little.  I  expected  there  would  be  a  dis- 
solution; but  I  understand  they  are  to  go  on>  though 
v^on  B,  more  limited  plan,  while  the  high  price  of  "pspet 
continues.  Grainger,  however,  is  to  be  pot  off  theil 
bands,  and  my  part  in  nearly  ready,  when  they  want  it> 
The^  are  also  to  take  up  your  '  Key,'  and  the  '  Northern 
Antiquities,'  for  which  I  had  before  made  some  arrangt* 
meats. 

"  W.  iScott  has  undertaken  to  give  a  new  edition  of 
Swift,  and  Somers'a  Tracts,  for  neither  of  which  he  is  par- 
ticularly qualified.  But  his  name  is  up ;  the  booksellers 
know  the  advantage  of  it.  Since  Dryoen  and  Marmion^ 
it  is  rather  declining.  He  sometimes  gave  an  article  to 
the  Edinburgh  Review;  but  he  thinks  himself  unciTilly 
treated  in  the  two  last  numbers.  The  article,  by  Hr. 
Brougham,  on  Cevallo's  Eixposition,  has  given  great 
offence  to  the  friends  of  rational  liberty  and  umited  mo- 
narchy in  this  country.  Lord  Woodhouselie  tt^  us 
yesterday  that  erery  means  would  be  used  by  the  friends 
of  Government  to  discountenance  the  publication,  the  sale 
of  which  amounts  to  ten  thousand  copies  quarterly.  They 
have  all  withdrawn  their  names  as  subscribers,  and  Mr. 
Scott  has  sent  his  resignation  as  a  contributor.  The  English 
prints  have  taken  up  the  article,  which  certunly  contains 
the  essence  of  Jaoobimsm.  We  have  Sir  Brooke  Boothby  * 
here,  with  poems  and  translations  for  publication.  He  is 
a  daUy  visitor  at  Heriofs  Green,  and  well  acquainted  with 
the  literary  history  of  the  last  forty  yeuv. 

"  I  hasten  to  send  off  my  envelopes  by  this  day's  post, 
and  will  continue  my  little  notices  for  vour  amusement 
another  day.  My  family  and  your  friends  here  onite  in 
the  kindest  and  moat  respectful  compliments. 

*'  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

"  Ko.  AwDBaaoH." 

*  Sii  Brooke  Bootlibr,  bwt.  jmUiihed  a  Letter  to  E.  BnitB,  Sni.  1T91  i 
Obierralioni  od  the  Appe&l  bom  the  Old  to  the  New  Wbin,  mi  Fum** 
Bighta  of  Maa,  Bto.  1T9S ;  Sorrows  lacred  to  the  memoiy  ot  Pendope,  M. 
1796)  Britaimicna,  from  the  Fiendi  of  Racine,  ft  IVagedjr,  8n>.  isn  !  Mib 
and  Satire*,  with  a  preftoe  on  the  iEsopUa  Fable,  2  nb.  Bto.  1809 1  Settea 
of  Ek^aoPaemi  on  hb  Daughter,  tiedled  Jan.  83, 1824,  in  Ul  WOtjtU. 
See  en  acconnt  of  him  in  Qeut.  Mig.  1324,  i.  370. 
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"  My  DHA.R  LoBDf  Heilot*!  GrMn,  Sflth  April,  1809. 

"  I  havo  uiiotu  oppressioa  on  my  mind  with  respect  to 
my  tardineafl  in  ocuiowledging  my  debt  of  gratitude  to 
TOOT  Lordflhip  for  your  continued  kindnesses.  It  has 
erer  been  esteemed  the  wisest  method  between  two  evils 
to  oboose  the  least.  I  am  now  in  that  predicament ;  for  I 
mnst  rith«r  »ppear  to  your  Lordship  dehcnent  in  ^atitnde, 
or  intrude  on  you  b  miserable  account  of  my  health) 
which  cannot  interest  any  human  being.  Such  is  the 
^ffioulty  I  am  reduced  to ;  hut  I  am  encouraged  by  the 
fatdulgmce  your  Lordship  has  shewn  me  to  speak  of  my 
infirmities  in  my  own  justification. 

"  A  moat  severe  catarrhous  complaint,  that  had  been 
banging  about  me  for  a  long  time,  increased  so  rapidly 
•oon  after  my  lost  communication  with  your  Lordship,  as 
to  threaten  pneumoHf  or  inflammation.  Vomica)  were 
nppoaed  to  tie  fonned  or  forming  in  my  lungs ;  I  woa 
oppnaBed  with  &  troublesome  cough,  whi(^  disturbed  my 
amp,  and  dinbled  me  &om  all  mental  application.  When 
the  exoeaaive  aeTerity  of  the  winter  yielded  to  the  mild 
weatber  <4  last  month,  I  felt  a  considerable  abatement  of 
the  Tiolenoe  of  my  cough,  and  my  medical  friends  per- 
ceived no  remaining  symptoms  of  pulmonic  affection. 
The  oold  weather  of  this  month  has  been  unfavourable 
to  my  recovery,  but  I  have  had  no  serious  relapse.  When 
tbe  mild  season  was  more  advanced  I  looked  forward  to 
an  flxcnrsioD,  to  a  distant  part  of  the  counby,  to  moke  a 
trial  of  change  of  air  and  exercise  for  my  recovery,  and 
an  event  haa  occurred,  a  few  days  ago,  which  has  deter- 
mined me  to  visit  Ireland ;  and  I  need  not  say  that  my 
determination  has  been  influenced)  in  a  great  degree,  by 
personal  considerations,  in  which  your  Ix>rd8bip  has  the 
urgeat  shore.  Mr.  Bourne  has  invited  me  to  accompany 
hia  Bon  to  Kildress,  so  pressingly  and  so  flatteringly,  that 
I  hare  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  his  family ;  and  set  out  on 
the  joomey  on  the  3nd  of  next  monthi  I  know  nothing 
(tf  oar  (oote  beyond  Belfast ;  but  I  suppose  it  leads  us 
by  DfomorC)  so  that  I  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  cf 
aering  yoo  about  the  end  of  next  week.  Young  Brace 
leaves  tu  to-morrow,  and  takes  charge  of  tbu  notai 
Poor  Mr.  Laing  has  been  dangerously  111,  of  an  apoplectic 
diaorder,  but  I  defer  any  notices  of  business  or  literature 
till  I  sea  you.  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  affec- 
taaoMteij,  Ko.  Ajiojibson.'' 
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"  My  dear  Lord,  Mount  Colljer,  nem  BdfMt,  12  May,  1809. 
"  On  my  anriTal  at  Belfast  on  Monday  I  received  your 
Lordship's  very  kind  and  gratifying  Letter,  through  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Bruce.  If  I  had  followed  the  impulse  of  my 
inind,  I  should  have  obeyed  yoar  most  obliging  and  flat- 
tering invitation,  and  proceeded  directly  to  Dromore 
House,  to  pay  my  personal  respects  where  they  are  most 
due.  I  should  also  have  very  willingly  taken  the  liberty 
you  give  me  to  introduce  my  fellow  traveller,  who  is  most 
desirous  to  shew  you  his  respect.  I  thought  it  better, 
however,  to  defer  my  visit  to  Dromore  House  until  I  had 
consigned  Mr.  Bourne  to  his  parents,  when  I  should  be 
less  limited  with  respect  to  the  time  of  my  stay.  I  have 
been  detained  here  by  civilities  which  I  could  not  earaly 
decline,  and  which  still  press  upon  me.  We  set  out  for 
Kildress  to-day  in  the  coach  by  Lurgan,  Portadovn,  and 
as  soon  as  I  can  contrive  the  way  to  return  from  that 
place  I  will  give  your  Lordship  notice  of  it.  It  is  an  un- 
known country  I  am  going  to,  and  I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty  of  my  route.  All  your  Lordship's  friends  here 
speak  of  you  with  affectionate  respect ;  a  subject  highly 
pleasing  to  me,  who  am  always,  with  sincere  attachmeDt, 
your  Lordship's  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

"Ro.  Anderson." 


"  My  dear  Lord,  Kildrees,  June  6lh,  1809. 

"  I  sit  down  with  very  great  concern  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  been  hindered  from  having  the  satis> 
faction  of  fixing  the  time  of  my  leaving  the  county  of 
IVrone,  by  an  alarming  return  of  the  nervous  malady  of 
Mr.  Bourne's  son,  my  late  fellow  traveller. 

"  For  some  time  previous  to  the  young  gentleman's 
going  to  Scotland,  he  had  been  subject  to  the  recurrence 
uf  epileptic  fits,  which  had  been  interrupted  during  the 
two  years  he  lived  in  my  house, 

"The  malady  returned  twelve  days  ago  with  consider- 
able violence,  and  has  increased  so  much,  that  the  interrals 
between  the  fits  for  several  days  have  seldom  exceeded  ten 
minutes. 

"  When  I  left  Belfast,  I  expected  to  accomplish  the 
business  which  brought  me  to  this  place  in  two  weeks ; 
but  I  feel  that  I  am  tied  to  it  by  obUgations  which  caa- 
not  be  broken  till  a  favourable  change  appear  in  vj  young 
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friend's  malady,  or  Ms  sufferings  terminate  in  death ;  an 
erent  to  whicn  I  look  forward  at  no  great  distance. 

"  On  my  jonrney  I  had  some  punful  and  some  pleasing 
recollectioDSj  in  passing  Masagfalin  and  Lurgan,  at  which 
latter  place  I  met  our  worthy  &iend  Mr.  Stott,  whom  I 
was  glad  to  see,  and  who  assured  me  that  your  Lordship's 
health  is  as  good  as  your  friends  wish  it  to  be. 

"An  excursion  that  was  planned  for  me  into  the  county 
of  Fermanagh,  to  visit  the  Bishop  of  Clogher,  Dr.  Miller, 
near  Lough  Erne,  is  already  abandoned;  and,  as  soon  as  I 
can  with  propriety  leave  this  afflicted  family,  I  shall  hasten 
to  pay  my  respects,  where  they  are  most  due,  at  Dromore 
House,  where  I  am  sure  to  find  a  cordial  welcome,  refined 
society,  and  unpretending  friendship. 

"  Meanwhile  year  Lordship  will  please  to  accept  my 
respectful  r^ards,  and  be  good  enough  to  excuse  this 
hasty  note  from  your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 
"  Ro.  Andbrson.'* 

*' Stanzas  to  the  Memory  of  Robert  Bournk,  Esq. 
fomrth  Mon  of  the  Rev,  Richard  Bourne,  of  Dublin,  who 
died  at  KUdresM,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  on  the  Bth  of 
Jwu   1809,  in  the  2ith  year  of  his  age.     By  Dxvio 
Cabby,  Esq.  Author  of  The  Pleasures  of  Nature,'  &c. 
"He   possessed  a   mind   richly  imbued    with    sound 
learning   and  Christian   principles,  joined   to  great  and 
active  benevolence,  which  could  only  be  exceeded  by  that 
of  his  estimable  friend  Dr.  Robert  Anderson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, author  of  the  '  Lives  of  the  British  Poets,'  in  whose 
house  he  had  resided  for  some  time,  and  who  accompanied 
him  on  his  visit  to  Ireland. 

"  Whca  the  mnriorufnm  on  bkMth  of  renown 
The  tean  of  a  naCioD  embalm  hii  repote, 
Tho'  Mercf  ne'er  h&Uowed  and  Htj  dUown 
The  biMit  tbkt  at'tt  felt  b«[  comfiunoData  throes. 
"  But  wlien  Worth,  modert  Worth,  like  a  itar-bom  tlwt  fell, 
Is  uritbdnmk  to  fail  ovn  empjreaa  of  light. 
How  tew,  ah,  how  few  I  round  hit  cold  earthl;  cell 
Heave  the  deep  aigh  of  aorrow,  and  weep  for  hii  Sight  I 
"  Yet  boKnni  there  are,  O  !  the  devest,  the  beat, 

(And  may  heaven  on  their  patb  ahed  iti  loTelistt  beam  1) 
Who  Mothe  the  lone  wanderer**  pnlwi  to  reaC, 
And  we«p  with  ■  dear  and  a  Uating  eateem. 
"  And  meh  o'er  thy  doom,  loi'd,  unfortunate  BouaMS  1 
On  Bad  ■later  ahorea,  breathe  the  Afh  of  regret ; 
For  tbr  Tirtnea  the  good  and  the  rirtnoui  monm, 
JUi !  EKmoritli  fwcet  1  tbey  ihUl  ncrer  forget. 
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"  Ai  uuoe  Wk  tint  hu  bIcuM,  u  «he  brrsn'd  Un  Attf, 
The  goal  of  the  Orient,  the  pride  of  the  wmve, 
Hull,  jof  (tallf  heiU,  toreljr  Albkm'a  jreBn  iteep,— 
Whea  lond  raui  tins  tempvrt,  uiddMprtinu  ths  |rmi 

"  So  nlly  m  nir  Qiee  on  Uh*!  n 


And  brwthe  ikj  lut  ugh  on  thj  lor'd  n 

"  When  the  blooaii  of  th;  mind,  like  the  Spriiw,  iiet  dw  sirti 
How  bright  wu  the  proipect  that  Pucj  peartHj'dl^ 
Nov  fhded,  ih !  fkded  ftir  erer,  Uiejr  Da 
When  the  green  tnrf  of  Erin  now  oorm  thf  head  I 

"  And  Ftiendihlp  hie  fond  inEffsctual  cue 

BeirsUi,  u  he  lingen  uid  ilgha  to  deptrt ; 
And  Plet;  ireept,  'mid  her  hoUett  pnfer, 

For  a  cbUd  that  wai  lorslj  and  dear  to  Imt  knrt> 

•'  *n(  thai  ai  we  jonme;  lih't  dark  Tallej  Utroagh, 
Bright  mabeanu  ot  Hopa  oft  illDmine  the  RMd  |— 
Hov  brigbtlT,  alai  1  but  how  tnauent  too  1— 
tot  lore,  hope,  and  jof,  find  one  galphing  abode. 

"  Bnt  paia  nndiimaj'd,  O  je  righteoni  I  the  bound ; 

laot^h  dlnii  ^rk  the  *I«ta  that  opeai  afar  I 

On  the  mini  of  Time,  o'er  the  darknew  profoand, 

SalTatton  hai  lighted  ber  bright  uoralng  ilar  | 

"  And  the  cbembim  train  their  glad  vdeoiaa  extndin^ 
BeaTen'a  trimnpb  reoording,  her  lond  organ  blow, 
For  a  lold  fna  the  Mnfineai  of  darkneaa  MCemdlng, 
That  hai  trod  the  lone  blood.pren  of  deiih  tnd  ^  w«e  I 


And  raj  on  jonr  pathway  the  mllea  of  joor  Qod." 

"Stamat  to  the  Memory  o/'Robirt  Bovttvi, Xfq.JbHrtk 
aon  of  the  Rev.  Siehtmt  Bownt,  of  EhtbUn,  isht  tRed  «f 
Kildretg,  w  the  cotmtj/  of  Tyrone,  on  the  8th  ^Jimt, 
1809,  in  the  24th  year  of  kit  age.    By  Miss  BnwAST. 

■  How  pliwwat  wBi  mr  friend  I'— Ohiax. 


"  Oh  I  5e  who  mock  the  m^eitj  of  HetTBD, 
And  midlj  trhmph  in  a  icepUc  hme. 
To  whom  the  boHer  rirtiiH  nptnr  wrr*  vTwM 


"  Torn  froiu  run  Mpnlchre,  for  aver  bleet, 

Whna  leit  Affection  ihedt  a  mather'i  tau  E 
Tom,  je  pro&D*  1  nor  break  the  hallomd  nrt 
Thtt  wrapi  the  (gn  btlsT'd,  the  Irini  M«tl  U 
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*  Tolce  communis  jaa  to  n 


"  And  then  the  Hue,  who  bean  th»  holiMt  nuns 
Of  >U  who  fom  the  mlnitrel  host  of  Hunn, 
Miriit  wake  tHc  lyre,  derate  to  uinted  ttme, 
ui  (tnuDi  to  Csodonr,  Truth,  uid  FMling  girsD. 
"  Vhtt  time,  from  ocetn't  dim  uid  dlitut  mn. 
The  moon  of  Antnmn  flingi  her  crfmion'd  beuD, 
Lamented  Booa.vi  I  o'er  thy  undmelr  srtTe 

Shall  Friendahjp  we«p,  and  mooniful  Fancy  dream. 
"  Semembnaee  nerer  ihall  cte«eit  the  tomb 

Vhoie  ho«om  piUowi  thj  imconscioni  bead ; 
Nor  c«B*e  to  moom  tiiat  jonth'i  delidotu  bloom 
Waa  doom'd  id  toon  to  wither  wiUi  tha  dead< 
"  Her  teara  ahall  M,  when  mmmer  glowa  agala, 
And  health  letnnii  In  CTCrjr  balmf  gala. 
To  think  ihe  tiatteth  the  doit  in  lain, 

Nor  warmt  the  cheek,  for  erer  cold  and  pale. 
"  And  ye  I  *  to  whom  in  lifs,  in  death,  be  gaTs 
A  filial  reverence  and  a  brother'a  Iotb  i 
Td  whom  he  tam'd,  i^en  horering  o>t  the  gmc  | 
For  whom  he  laogniih'd  in  hia  natite  groTe; 
"  To  fOtL  the  ion,  the  brother  ne'er  can  die; 
Ah !  no,  he  atill  the  dear  alliance  clalma ; 
An  aoget'i  mamory  consecratei  oa  Ugh. 
Of  earthly  loTe*,  the  ipirit  and  tlu  oamei. 
"  Ab  1  wbila  tbe  good,  the  beaateona,  and  the  wiae, 
Reteie  hia  Tlrtnea,  and  hii  fate  deplore ; 
And  Lofe-Matemal,  where  her  darling  Ilea, 
Bawla  o'«t  the  doat,  bar  untie  tan  wann  na  Hon ; 
"  lUa  VOBld  the  Mnae  a  gntefnl  oAring  bring  •.•^ 
To  him  we  mooni,  that  bomble  Haae  waa  daar^~- 
Sbe  girea  no  wreath  of  Fome'a  eternal  ipring, 
Noogbt  hot  the  tribute  of  a  ^itvr^  tMT." 


*<  Extract  firom  the  Prefuce  to  tbe  fith  Tolome  of  Oeneral 
YftUaneeVB  Collectanea  de  rebus  Hibernids ! 

"  In  the  progTCBs  of  this  work  I  hare  dissented  from 
the  common  opinion,  that  tbe  Irish  language  is  of  Celtic 
origin.  Hie  ingenious  and  accnrate  translator  of  Mallet 
has  collated  specimens  of  the  Paternoster  in  all  the  Celtic 
and  Gothic  dialects;  and,  after  many  ohserrations  otl 
these  dialects,  he  acknowledges  that  he  cannot  think  th« 
Irish  and  Welsh  eqoalljr  derived  from  one  common  stock ; 
at  least  not  in  the  same  uniform  manner  as  any  two 
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branches  of  the  Gothic.  Scarce  any  resemblance  appears 
between  them,  says  he ;  so  that  if  the  learned  will  have 
them  to  be  streams  from  one  common  fountain,  it  must 
be  allowed  that  one  or  both  of  them  have  been  greatly 
polluted  in  their  course,  and  received  large  inlets  &om 
some  other  channels."    Preface,  p.  xli. 

"  Extract  from  the  Reliques  of  Bums,  p.  200.  Remarks 
on  Scottish  Lays,  in  Johnson's  Museum : 
"Faireat  oftheFair," 

"  It  is  too  barefaced  to  take  Dr.  Percy's  charming  song, 
and,  by  the  means  of  transposing  a  few  English  words  into 
Scots,  to  offer  to  pass  it  for  a  Scots  song.  1  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  editor  until  the  first  volume  was 
nearly  finished;  else,  had  I  known  in  time,  I  would  bare 
prevented  such  an  impudent  absurdity." 


"  The  inclosures  have  obliged  me  to  shorten  my  letter 
and  extracts  at  this  time.     1  will  write  again  very  soon. 
"  R.  A." 


"  My  dear  I^RD,  WindmiU  Straat,  3d  Jan.  1810. 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  last 
kind  billet,  which  was  most  acceptable  to  me;  and  I  very 
eagerly  communicated  to  my  family  and  your  friends  here 
the  satisfactory  intelligence  which  it  contiuned  concerning 
your  health  and  spirits ;  Lord  Woodhouselie,  in  particu- 
lar, was  much  gratified  by  the  account  of  the  cheerful 
resignation  you  express  under  a  privation  of  all  others  the 
most  painful  to  a  man  of  letters.  The  learned  Judge,  with 
his  kindest  respects,  desires  me  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
that  he  is  printing  a  new  Life  of  Petrarch,  and  will  put  a 
copy  into  my  hands,  in  the  course  of  this  mouth,  to  be 
forwarded  to  Dromore  House,  for  your  acceptance  and 
opinion. 

"  I  was  particiilarly  interested  in  your  Lordship's 
account  of  the  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  at  Dromore,  and 
throughout  your  diocese.  Every  where  in  this  coujitay 
it  was  observed  with  feelings  of  genuine  patriotism  ana 
loyalty.  The  character  of  our  beloved  sovereign  forms  a 
striking  contrast  to  that  of  almost  all  tlie  monarchs  who 
have  flourished  at  the  same  period.  But  it  is  painful  and 
melancholy  to  turn  our  attention  fi^m  his  personal  vir- 
tues to  wicked  or  fallen  greatness. 
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**  Some  time  ago  I  succeeded  in  interesting  my  friend 
Principal  Brown,  of  Mareschal  College,  Aberdeen,  in  an 
application  I  made  for  the  degree  of  D.D.  to  grace  the 
title-page  of  Mr.  Drummond's  new  poem  '  The  Gianfs 
Causeway.'  The  forms  of  the  college  requiring  the  attesta- 
tion of  two  Doctors  of  Divinity  to  hia  character,  I  sug- 
^sted  the  names  of  the  Bishop  of  Dromore  and  Dr. 
Bruce,  and  I  feel  exceedingly  grati6ed  and  obliged  by 
your  Lordship's  ample  testimonial  in  his  favour.  It  came 
to  my  hand  yesterday,  and  has  been  forwarded  to  Aber- 
deen, with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Bnice's  signature  only. 
The  Doctor  thought  it  a  work  of  supererogation  or  pre- 
sumption to  attempt  to  add  weight  to  the  authority  of 
your  name. 

"  The  death  of  the  learned  Dr.  Adam  has  made  the 
ofBce  of  Rector  or  Principal  of  our  High  School  vacant. 
Among  others.  Dr.  Irving  is  a  candidate.  It  is  in  the  gift 
of  the  magistrates.  The  emoluments  about  600/.  a-year. 
As  the  classical  chair  in  the  new  college  at  Belfast  may  not 
be  so  advantageous,  and  may  not  be  soon  filled,  Dr.  Irving 
solicits  this  arduous  and  important  office  in  his  own 
country.  He  desires  me,  therefore,  to  request  your 
Ijordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  transmit  the  testimo- 
nials in  yfiur  possession  by  the  first  post, '  To  tiie  Right 
Hon.  the  Lord  Provost,  Edinburgh/  to  be  submitted  to 
a  committee  (the  Lord  President,  Lord  Justice  Clerk, 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  Dr.  Gregory,  and  Professor  Christi- 
son),  chosen  by  the  magistrates,  to  consider  testimonies, 
and  to  recommend  a  fit  person  to  be  elected.  He  would, 
I  am  sure,  be  very  grateful  to  your  Lordship,  if  you 
think  it  proper  or  convenient  to  honour  him  with  a  slight 
token  of  your  approbation  and  wishes  for  his  success,  to 
accompany  the  testimonies  of  the  learned  Professors. 

**  Accept  the  united  wishes  for  many  happy  returns  of 
the  season  to  your  Lordship,  and  the  amiable  family 
circle  at  Dromore  House,  of  my  daughters,  and  of  your 
aflFectionate  humble  servant,  Ro,  Ander80n." 


From  Dr.  David  Irvino  to  Bp.  Percy, 
"My  Lord,  Ungbolm,  DamrricHliire,  37  Jan.  ISIO. 

'  1  should  he  destitute  of  every  proper  feeling,  were  I 
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InMnnblflof  yonrLordihip's  goodness  and  condescension. 
The  interert  which  you  have  repeatedly  taken  in  my  little 
ooncems,  though  unproductiTe  of  the  desired  efiicMit,  de- 
mands my  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  contributes  to 
dieer  me  in  the  midst  of  adverse  fortune.  Under  ihe 
pressure  of  arecent  disappointment,  it  affords  me  no  Tulgw 
consoUtion  to  reflect,  that  your  Iiordship,  and  other  indi- 
Tiduali  of  the  highest  oharacter,  favoured  my  pretensions, 
wid  endeavoured  to  promote  my  success.  Towards  those 
who  lent  me  their  support  on  this  occasion,  I  feel  the  same 
fervent  and  sincere  gratitude  that  would  have  awuted  them 
on  a  happier  issue.  Of  their  kindness  I  do  not  judge  by 
its  effects.  To  be  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  appro- 
bation, would  console  me  under  any  mortification  of  this 
nature. 

f*  The  rectorship  of  the  High  School  has  been  disposed 
of  according  to  the  ordinary  method  of  favour  and  intrigue. 
A  lacratiTe  office  happens  in  the  present  instance  to  be 
oonferred  on  a  person  of  merit ;  though  it  certainly  was 
not  his  merit  that  recommended  him  to  the  electors.  There 
was  no  pubUc  competition,  no  decent  eiamination  of  testi- 
monials. It  was  my  ill-founded  expectation  of  this 
equitable  treatment  that  solely  induced  me  to  offer  myself 
a  candidate ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  ahborreiTt  to  every 
feeling  of  my  nature,  than  the  direful  necessity  of  sub- 
mitting to  a  general  canvass  among  such  electors.  I  stu- 
diously absented  myself  from  the  scene  of  disgusting 
intrigue,  and  did  not  solicit  a  single  vote.  I  have  therefore 
the  additional  consoUtion  of  reflecting,  that  my  oompeti- 
tion  has  not  left  behind  it  the  pungent  sting  of  one  solitary 
instance  of  unsuccessful  meanness, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sinoere  gratitude  and 
veneration,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship'i  most  obliged  and 
&ithful  servant,  David  Ibtino." 


Dr.  W,  H.  Dbuhmond*  to  Bp.  Perot. 

"  My  Lord,  Mount  CoU«ge,  Feb.  1, 1810. 

"  I  have  to  apologise  for  my  apparent  neglect  in  not 

returning  an  immediate   answer  to  your  Lordship's  in- 

*  Williun  Himitton  Drammond,  D.D.  of  Betfkit;  anthor  of  "  His  Battle 
of  IVafWlMr,  ■  Poem,"  IS06;  "  Tha  Flrat  Book  of  Lncretliu,  Imidatod 
isto  Bn^Ub  V«rie,-  IB09,  8to.  i  wad  "  Hib  Qjufi  Ctnewvf,  «  Poem," 
1818,  8to.  '  ' 
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qoirieit  u  I  certainly  vonld  have  done  had  I  been  in 
poeiesnon  of  the  mitable  information.  Since  I  was 
Dononred  with  your  Lordship's  letter,  I  have  reoeired  the 
following  aooonnt  of  the  Harp  Institution  i 

**  *'V\m  Irish  Harp  Institution  is  conducted  by  a  Fresi- 
d«it,  Sari  O'Neill;  Vice  President,  James  M^Donndl, 
M.D.;  Treasarer,  Robert  Tennent,  Esq.;  Secretary,  P, 
Seynolds,  Esq.,  and  a  committee  of  twelve,  who,  with 
the  tfeasnrer  and  secretary,  are  elected  half-yearly,  by  a 
general  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  At  the  oommmoe- 
ment  the  annnal  ■absoription  was  about  100^. :  it  is  now 
■bontSSOI. 

"Here  are  at  present  ten  blind  pupils,  who,  with  Mr. 
O'Neill  their  tutor,  live  in  a  house  smted  for  the  society, 
and  are  attended  by  a  housekeeper,  who  is  paid  7'<  a 
week  for  each  pnpit,  whom  she  provides  with  every  tiling 
necessary,  except  clothes.  Mr.  O'Neill  pays  for  his  diet 
and  lodgmg  out  of  his  salary  of  sixty  pounds  a-year. 

"  One-tUrd  of  the  committee  supenntend  the  household 
expenditure,  and  visit  by  tatta,  to  see  that  the  boys  are 
properly  attended ;  one-third  examine  their  progress  in 
music,  and  visit  in  the  same  manner;  and  one-third  are 
appointed  to  collect  subscriptions  and  extend  the  list, 
which  is  at  present  barely  sufficient  to  support  the  esta- 
blishment, and  prevents  the  admission  of  any  new  aeho- 
Ursjthough  the  applications  are  very  numerous.  The  lowest 
RubBcription  is  one  guinea,  the  highest  twenty  guineas. 

"  Four  of  the  committee  are  also  appointed  to  collect 
Irish  music;  four  to  search  for  Irish  manuscripts  relative 
to  tlie  music,  poetry,  and  history  of  the  country ;  and  four 
to  extend  the  interests  of  the  society.  These  offices  are 
Tested  in  the  three  foregoing. 

"  Two  of  the  pupils  fare  so  far  advanced  in  music  that 
they  can  assist  Mr.  O'Neill  in  teaching  the  younger  ones. 

**  Such,  my  Lord,  is  the  information  which  I  have 
received  relative  to  the  Harp  Institution.  That  it  is  a 
benevolent  and  useful  institutionj  and  therefore  laudable, 
seems  to  me  unquestionable :  that  it  will  be  successAil  in 
reviving  the  ancient  music  of  this  Island  is  more  than 
doubtful.  Modem  improvements  have  got  so  long  a 
start  of  the  ancient  arts,  as  to  render  the  revival  of  tiie 
Utter  hopeless,  even  if  it  were  desirable.  The  harp  has 
had  Its  honours.  It  was  passing  down  quietly  to  obuvion, 
Tlie  attempt  to  retard  it  may  be  patriotic,  but,  I  thinli, 
maTiiling.    The  harp  oan  never  be  reatorcid  to  its  ancient 
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dignitf,  nor  inspired  with  its  former  power  to  please.  Bat 
I  forbear  to  obtrude  my  opinion  on  your  Lordslnp's  notice. 
"  Dr.  Richardson  has  not  made  any  communication  to 
the  Literary  Society  relative  to  Swift's  Letters.  Prior  to 
the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  1  had  intended  to 
inquire  if  there  be  a  copy  of  Oppian  in  your  Lordship's 
library.  I  have  a  particular  desire  to  read  his  two  poems 
OD  fishing  and  hunting,  as  containing  some  curious  facts 
in  natural  history,  but  have  applied  for  them  in  vain 
among  all  my  literary  friends  here.  I  have  ordered  a 
copy  ^om  London ;  but,  as  its  arrival  is  uncertain,  I  em- 
brace this  opportunity  of  requesting  your  Lordship  to 
indulge  me  with  a  perusal  of  it  for  a  few  weeks,  provided 
it  be  in  your  possession.  It  might  be  left  for  me  at 
Archer's,  Belfast.  Give  me  leave  to  assure  your  Lord- 
ship, that  I  shall  always  esteem  it  an  honour  to  be  em- 
ployed by  your  Lordship  in  any  subject  of  inquiry.  I  am, 
my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obliged  obedient  servant, 
"  W.  H.  Drumuond." 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Bp.  Percy. 
*'  My  dbab  Lord,  KHiireu,  2ach  Aug.  isio. 

"  I  sit  down  to  write  these  few  lines  merely  to  apologise 
for  my  long  silence,  and  to  express  the  hope  I  entertain 
of  soon  having  an  opportunity  of  offering  my  respects  to 
your  Lordship  at  Dromore  House. 

"The  kindness  of  ray  worthy  friend  the  Dean  of  Tuam* 
has  again  drawn  me  across  the  Channel,  to  conduct  my 
daughter  to  Kildress,  in  the  vain  hope  of  recruiting  my 
health,  weakened  hy  a  succession  of  bad  colds,  and  tran- 
quillizing my  mind,  a^tnted  by  unavoidable  disquietudes. 

*'  I  must  claim  the  indulgence  of  your  Lordship's  friend- 
ship for  my  tardiness  in  writing,  which,  I  trus^  you  will 
excuse,  when  you  are  told  that  it  has  arisen  from  the  same 
grievous  oppression  that  has  prevented  me  from  making 
any  progress  in  the  studies  which  I  proposed  to  myself 
during  the  winter. 

"  I  defer  the  commimications  I  have  to  make  to  your 
Lordship  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you; 
which  I  take  delight  to  anticipate  as  at  no  great  distance, 
but  I  cannot,  as  yet,  make  any  positive  arrangement. 

"  On  our  way  we  spent  a  day  with  Dr.  Drummond,  at 
Mount  Collyer,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Dr. 
*  Rltbord  BoDine,  M.A>  ilnadrmeatfoiMd. 
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Bruce,  Mr.  Joy,  and  Dr.  Macdonnel,  and  the  satis^tion 
of  receiving  good  accounts  of  your  Lordship's  health. 

*'  Since  I  came  here  I  have  been  incessantly  occupied  in 
ffoing  here  and  there,  for  the  liouse  is  full  of  company 
from  Dublin ;  and  yesterday  Mr.  Sandford,  brother  of 
Lord  Mount  Sandford,  arrived  from  Lord  Famham's, 
^th  his  prot«g^  to  spend  a  week,  and  proceed,  by  Lord 
Roden\  on  his  return  to  England. 

"  I  found  an  opportunity  of  a  private  conveyance  of 
sending  your  Lordship  Lord  Woodhouselie's  Life  of  Pe- 
trarch, which,  I  hope,  came  safely  to  your  hand ;  the 
opportunity  was  unexpected,  and  did  not  admit  of  the 
deuy  of  even  writing  a  slight  note. 

**  While  I  am  lingering  here,  in  the  uncertainty  of  the 
time  of  returning  home,  1  have  to  request  the  pleasure 
of  a  note  from  your  Lordship,  with  your  own  confirma- 
tions of  the  favourable  report  of  your  health  I  received 
from  Dr.  Bruce,  at  Mount  CoUyer. 

"  I  beg  my  kindest  respects  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meade  ; 
and  very  cordially  renew  the  assurance  of  the  sincere  ve- 
neration and  unfeigned  attachment  with  which  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  Jjord,  your  affectiouate  humble  servant, 

"Ro.  Anderson." 


*'  My  nKAR  LOKD,  Kildrew,  36  Oct.  1810. 

"  I  delayed  acknowledging  your  Lordship's  very  kind 
and  acceptable  billet,  in  the  hope  of  having  the  satisfac- 
tionj  at  no  distant  period,  of  accomplishing  my  intended 
visit  to  Dromore  House ;  but  circumstances  which  1  could 
not  control  have,  from  time  to  time,  disappointed  my  ex- 
pectations, and  unavoidably  prolonged  my  stay  at  Kilclress 
till  the  falling  leaf  and  the  darkened  sky  warn  me  to  return 
to  Qiy  winter  quarters  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

**  My  daughter  and  I  were  easily  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
main here  during  the  Dean's  absence  in  England,  since  the 
banning  of  October,  for  Mrs.  Bourne  required  the  little 
amosement  which  we  could  give  in  this  solitude ;  but  he  is  on 
bis  return  to  Ireland,  and  I  write  this  note  in  the  fullest  ex- 
pectation of  being  able  to  leave  Kildress  about  the  beginning 
of  next  month.  I  need  not  say  that  my  duty  and  affec- 
tion will  draw  me  to  Dromore  House,  on  my  way  to  Scot- 
landj  and  that  I  feel  much  obliged  by  your  Lordship's 
kind  invitation  to  my  daughter^  who  is  desirous  to  shew 
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her  respect  to  tbe  venerable  friend  of  li«r  h/Qxer,  wad  to 
receive  his  bleaiing. 

"  I  cannot  speak  certiunljr  of  my  moTements,  for  I  have 
not  yet  learnea  vhether  a  postchuBe  can  be  had  at  Lnr- 

fm,  as  I  would  prefer  retaming  to  the  ooun^  of  Down 
y  the  filaclcTater  and  the  Bann,  to  the  road  by  the  east 
end  of  Loughreagh. 

"  Mrs.  Bourne  is  most  anxious  to  detain  my  daoghtw 
here,  diiring  my  short  stay  at  Dromore  Hooae,  and  pro- 
poses to  send  her  forward  to  meet  me  at  Bel&at ;  but  I 
wish  her  to  accompany  me,  and  her  own  wiahea  aocord 
with  mine. 

"  She  joins  with  me  in  kindest  respecta  to  your  Lord- 
ship and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meade. 

"  I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  your  moat  a0ection»te 
humble  servant,  Ro.  AnobMon.'* 


"  Mt  DBAB  Lobs,  Portpatrlck,  Mt  Dec.  1*10. 

"  I  obey  the  impulse  of  gratitude  and  affection  In  writ- 
ing these  few  lines,  to  inform  our  kind  and  much-valned 
friends  at  Dromore  House  of  the  safe  amTal  of  their  late 
guests  in  thrar  native  land,  after  a  pleasant  passage  of 
three  hoars  from  Donaghadee  in  a  bullock  boat,  aU  tbe 
packets  having  been  detEuned  at  Portpatrick  by  adverse 
winds. 

"  Our  journey  horn  Dromore  House  to  Mount  Ctdlyer 
was  perfectly  comfortable,  though  performed  in  bad  wea- 
ther. We  breakfasted  at  Blair's  Lotlee,  and  were  enter- 
tained with  frank  and  cordial  hospltaJity  by  8ir  George 
and  our  amiable  countrywoman  Lady  Atkinson.  We 
there  found  our  fellow-traveller  Miss  Rutherford,  and  a^ 
ranged  the  plan  of  our  journey  homewards  together.  Sbe 
joined  us  at  Mount  Collyer  on  Tuesday,  accompanied  by 
Lady  Atkinson  j  and  we  proceeded  to  Donaghadee  in  tlie 
same  coach  yesterday  after  dinner,  but  found  no  packet 
in  the  harbour. 

"  I  regretted  much  my  ineffectual  search  in  the  book- 
sellers' shops  at  Belhst  for  new  pamphlets  or  other  pub- 
lications wnich  might  amuse  your  Lordship.  I  found 
nothing  worth  looking  into,  and  indeed  very  tittle  that  is 
new;  as  the  bookseuers  seldom  order  any  thing  firom 
Dublin,  London,  or  Bdlnburgh,  except  tipon  commiisioii. 
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"  I  met  irith  no  booka  in  the  hands  of  any  of  my  litdraly 
Mends  which  I  wished  to  nad,  except  a  third  edltaon  of 
Dr.  Hibiet's  *  Inquiry  into  certain  Tulgar  opinions  con- 
ctfning  the  OathoUo  Inhabitants  and  Antiquities  of  Ire- 
hmd,'  greatly  enlaiged)  with  an  account  of  a  oeoond  Tour, 
and  letters  to  Sa  Richard  Muigrave,  Dr.  Ryan,  Dr. 
Eb^gtoD,  &c.  I  think  the  book  would  entertain  yokir 
LoTdshtp ;  but  I  could  not  get  a  copy  for  sale.  Dr.  Mllner 
faiu  rerlved  the  dispute  about  8t.  Geoi^,  In  a  note  con- 
cerning your  Lordship. 

**  I  was  detained  at  Belfast  longer  than  I  intended,  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Literary  Slociety  on  Monday. 
Dr.  Drummond  la  printing  his  poem, '  The  Giant's  Cause- 
wty,'  at  Belf^t.  I  write  this  note  surrounded  with  peo- 
ple, and  will  write  to  your  Lordship  from  Edinburgh. 

**  My  daughter  unites  with  me  in  kindest  respects  and 
most  Cordial  and  grateful  remembrandes  to  Mr.  and  Mn> 
Meade,  and  to  her  amiable  and  engaging  family  circle. 

"  I  am  ever  your  Lordship's  most  affectionate  humble 
servant,  Ro.  Andbbson. 

"  P.8.  I  arail  myself  of  a  private  conveyance  to  send 
for  your  Lordship's  acceptance  a  copy  of  a  Dionaphical 
Sketch  of  tiie  late  Lord  MeMlle,  written  by  Mr.  Doug^, 
a  young  advocate,  and  printed  for  distribution  among  hla 
mends. 

*'The  public  anxiety  is  not  yet  relieved  by  the  daily 
bulletins  respecting  his  Majesty's  health,  which  only  Indi- 
cate the  prolongation  of  misery, 

**  The  appointment  of  the  present  Lord  Melville  to  hU 
father's  office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  very  grievously  disap- 
pointed the  expectations  of  the  Opposition. 

"  We  look  to  your  side  of  the  Channel  with  alarming 
apprehensions  of  the  opposition  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenantrs  proclamation. 

**  1  wish  your  Lordship  would  dictate  a  billet  to  me, 
With  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Delegation,  so  mis- 
ohierotti  in  its  tendency  here." 

"  Mr  DBARLonn,    windmill  stmt,  Edinburgh,  Mtj  19,  ISU. 

"  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  your  Lordship  for  two  very 
kind  and  acceptable  letters,  the  one  received  so  long  ago 
that  1  am  ashamed  to  think  how  long  it  is ;  and  the  other, 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brush,  who  arrived  here  on 
Satuioa]^  and  Ht  ovt  on  bis  return  home  thii  morning. 
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"  I  have,  indeed,  been  often  anwell  lately,  and  my  en- 
gagements, after  a  long  absence,  have  been  overwhelm- 
ingly numerons,  yet  1  might  and  would  have  written  to 
your  Lordship  before  now,  if  I  could  haye  communicated 
anything  to  you  of  sufficient  interest  or  importance,  of  a 
Uteran  kind,  concerning  myself  or  my  Friends. 

"  liiough  I  have  often  been  drawn  away  by  the  gay 
and  polished  society  of  Edinburgh  during  the  winter,  ana 
particularly  gratified  by  the  acquaintance  of  Lord  Fmgall, 
Sir  Brooke  Boothby,  &c.  yet  I  made  considerable  progress 
in  the  studies  I  -  proposed  to  myBclf,  and,  by  plungbg 
into  the  dissipations  of  literature,  I  escaped,  for  a  time, 
from  my  own  anxieties  and  veications,  and  hid  &om  my- 
self the  pictures  of  injustice  and  ingratitude  which  are 
perpetually  forcing  themselves  on  my  observation.  Would 
that  I  could  always  throw  ideal  colours  over  the  sad 
reahties  around  me ;  but  my  broken  spirits,  overwhelmed 
by  the  weight  of  private  injuries,  the  consequences  of  a 
misplaced  and  iU-requited  friendship,  are  ill  able  to  per- 
form the  task  which  occasional  flashes  of  hope  encoiu-age 
me  to  resume.  Years  have  elapsed,  with  hopes  how 
sanguine  1  and  not  a  single  expectation  accomplished,  or 
design  fulfilled.  Still  I  resolved  to  persevere,  though 
the  enthusiasm  of  research  return  no  more,  and  sorrow 
and  disgust,  languor  and  indolence,  oppress  me.  I  wiah 
to  repay  the  consolation  I  find  in  literature  by  something 
of  my  own,  something  that  is  sound  and  faithful,  some- 
thing that  may  be  classed  among  the  useful,  though  not 
brilliant  labours  of  my  contemporaries. 

"  As  my  progress  in  revising  my  poetical  biography  has 
been  desultory,  as  inclination  or  materials  led,  I  have  not 
yet  compared  my  collections  with  Oldvs's  MS.  notes  in 
every  iostance.  If  I  had  been  aware  of  any  limitation  of 
time  in  using  the  book,  I  would  certainly  have  complete<l 
my  survey  of  the  old  poets,  and  returned  it  before  now. 
It  is  chiefly  a  book  of  reference,  and  has,  I  find,  been 
consulted  by  Reed  and  others.  Your  Lordship's  anxiety 
about  it  is  natural ;  but  you  may  depend  on  its  oeing  kept 
safely,  and  returned  bv  a  safe  conveyance. 

"  My  Life  of  Smollett  has  been  reprinted,  the  sixth 
time,  this  winter,  in  a  new  edition  of  his  works ;  and  the 
Life  of  Grainger  must,  it  seems,  be  shortened,*  on  account 

*  Jbh,  it  to  mvcli  to  bo  lecrMtwl,  wu  wwordip^  iavi. 
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of  the  proportion  which  it  is  judged  necessary  to  observe 
in  the  size  of  the  volumea,  I  am  very  desirous  to  pat  it 
off  my  hands,  and  as  soon  as  the  dissolution  of  the  part- 
nership  of  Mundell  and  Co.  is  completed,  and  tiie  literary 
property  settled,  I  am  ready  to  give  my  assistance  in 
finishing  it.  I  have  no  pecuniary  interest  in  it.  I  will 
thank  your  Lordship  to  point  out  the  poem  which  seems 
exceptionable,  from  the  printed  copy  in  your  possession. 
The  miscellaneous  pieces  are  of  unequal  merit,  as  is  usual 
in  the  short  pieces  of  our  best  poets. 

"  I  delayed  replying  to  your  Lordship's  inquiries  con- 
cerning Mr.  Weber,  in  the  hopes  of  having  an  early 
opportonity  of  announcing  the  appearance  of  his  work. 
Wnen  it  came  out  I  procured  a  copy  for  you,  to  class  with 
TOur  other  collections  of  that  Mad,  intending  to  send  it 
by  Dr.  Trail,  whose  departure  has  been  delayed  by  a  suc- 
cession of  bad  colds  and  deafness.  Mr.  Brush  has  taken 
it  off  my  table,  and  put  it  into  his  portmanteau.  I  will 
send  by  Dr.  Trail  Cromek's  Remains  of  Nithsdale  and  Gal- 
loway Song,  and  some  other  things,  if  you  think  proper. 
Weber  is  a  Oennan,  his  mother  an  Englishwoman,  with 
whom  he  lives  here,  as  a  student^  devoting  his  time  chiefly 
to  old  English  literature.  As  an  editor  he  is  accurate  and 
candid,  rather  than  learned  and  sagacious.  He  will  be 
thonk^  fur  your  Romances,  if  the  success  of  the  present 
collection  encourage  the  publishers  to  venture  on  another, 
for  which  there  are  ample  materials.  Itis  elegantly  printed, 
the  impression  small,  and  the  price  high;  a  nook  for 
libraries  and  book  collectors.  Mr.  Weber  is  ediliiig  Ford's 
Plays.* 

"  In  going  over  Goldsmith's  Life,  I  will  thank  you  to 
point  out  the  particular  passages  which  were  thrust  into 
yoor  narrative.  Lord  Buchan  and  Lord  Woodhouselie 
make  always  kind  mention  of  you.  My  daughter  unites 
in  kindest  respects  and  cordial  regards  to  your  Lordship, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M^de  and  family,  with  your  affectionate 
servant^  Ro.  Anderson." 


"  Mt  dbar  Lord,  nth  Jum,  isii. 

"  Dr.  Trail  begins  his  journey  to  Ireland  this  afternoon, 

*  Mr.  Weber'i  editioa  of  Ford'*  Pliji  ilid  no  credit  to  hii  knowledge  or 
ugacitr  ;  he  ncTer  eolUt^  the  first  edltiODi,  and  wu  not  acquainted  witb 
Ibe  laonafe  of  the  diaiui.  Mr.  Giflord  lubiequenUj  published  an  excel- 
laM  ediiiaii  of  the  Mine  dnmatiiti 
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uid  Ihavei»eaBediomewhathea^7onIumbytlieboob  . 

I  aend  yon.  I 

"  I  write  this  note  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  inoloscd  . 

Inscriptioii  for  poor  Robert  Boome.    I  will  write  to  yonr  ' 
Lordsnip  at  length  by  the  poet,  as  tlie  paokaga  toKf 

not  reach  you  for  some  tima.  I 

« I  am  erer  respectfVdly  your  Lordahip'a  affectionak 

humble  aemnt^                                     Ro.  Andbksoh*  ! 

"  Inscription  for  a  Manuaieam  to  the  Memory  qf  Robibt         , 
BouMNKi*  Eiq.  ton  qf  the  Rev.  Richard  Botamet  qf  IGi- 
dreti,  Ireland. 

"  Prum  OB  tbf  yn,j,  or  frioid  or  ttztngn,  boWi 
Tbe  spirit  of  the  dead  nlotei  thine  mt; 
Here,  wbere  in  emch  endeuing  bmc  ot  •math, 
-~    -  uaTuto,  indiuiityTMth, 


idPietTi  tbtt  MKTenwMdp<^tttbeia*^ 

Bepaw,  bi  briglit  enracUnoe  of  Uieir  God. 
Foiue  then,  While  Niton  on  her  deitin'd  Uer 
Iioaki  down  mod  ihedi  the  ijmpBthetla  t»u. 
To  tlklnk  hdw  thoTt  ■  date  on  earth  ii  |iTB 


Bloom'd  Id  tMi  holj  dut  ■  Uttle  white  i 


Now,  Reader  I  mark,  thn  deck  dd*  jtmVim  tan, 
Wliara  rieqi  tlia  aekea  of  lamenttd  Boamm.^ 
And  Uthimish  giddflUfe'i  bmriUered  wij 
ThoQ  followEBt  still  the  phantoiu  that  betrqr, 
Know  that,  bowerar  fUr  and  bright  tbtf  bloom, 
Uhe  fkneral  Area,  Atj  light  bat  to  Uitt  tomb. 
Yet  bid  DOt  qqkUjr  her  din  hoondi  adian. 
Nor  think  tbe  n«Te  twlovelj  to  the  view. 
If  tbonhait  baVtheMTlagylrtDea  dear 
Whiebwarm'd  thebmit  of  him  who  ilamben  here 
FaM  b«t  thi*  gatat  (for  know  that  all  mut  paai, 
And  few  the  land*  that  linger  in  lilc'a  glam,) 
Bright,  like  the  rainbow  o'er  Um  walk*  of  rtrifc 
Bbab  Alna  017  pfoapast  of  iBunortal  life. 


M  light  tiiat  M 
Behold,  enohantod  man  I  the  glorioni  priae  i 
BehiKdthUlitaecIodaraarthltliM.    , 
Bmnd  tUi  acene,  'mid  bloom  of  fUreat  flowen, 
Bnght  bnrnathe  lamp  that  tighti  tna  Pleaanre't  howen. 
"~     ■  u  the  flTerluting  gatei  onbar 


'  Come,  wBodererl  a 


[jr  haipinga  ai 
■re  wuh'd  aw 


Lo  I  HercT'a  gate  ti  ope — prepare  tc 
*  See  betiife,  p.  201. 
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"  Mt  DBAK  ItOKp,  ^nwlnfll  street,  tU  J«m,  IBIl. 

**  Tour  Lordship's  very  kind  letter  gave  me  great  ntis- 
&ctioii.  Before  it  anived  Dr.  Trail's  goodness  bad  ontidi- 
pated  jour  instructions  relative  to  the  books,  and  I 
availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  the  conveyance  to  the 
fall  extent  of  his  convenience.  I  sent  hun^  at  his  de- 
pBiture,  according  to  a  previous  agreement,  four  small 
]mic«ls,  which  might  be  convenienUy  put  into  the  car- 
riage; containing  Cromek*s  Reliques  of  Burns,  making  a 
fifth  volume  of  his  works;*  Collection  of  Songs,  with 
Boms'i  Bemarkt;  and  Remains  of  Kitbsdals  and  GoUoway 
Song;  witli  Scotfa  edilioa  of  Miss  Seward's  Poetiou 
Woru  i  and  the  Collection  of  her  Xjetters,  poblished  by 
Constable;  in  all  thirteen  volumes,  in  extra  boards.  I 
was  aware  of  the  pressore  on  the  Doctor's  loggage,  but  I 
could  Dot  let  the  opportunity  n)  by  of  making  some  addi- 
tjona  that  seemed  to  be  suitable  to  your  extensive  collec- 
tion of  popular  poetry,  literary  biography,  and  criticism. 
Tbe  volumes  are  ele^tly  printed  and  high  priced ;  and 
'being  intended  for  libraries  are  eagerly  bought  up  by  the 
collectors  of  books.  Mr.  Cromek  has  been  very  suocess- 
fal  in  his  illustratioiia  of  popular  antiquities  and  manners ; 
but  the  genvuneness  of  some  of  his  traditional  songs  may 
bs  reasonably  doubted;  "The  Mermaid"  particularly, 
ont  of  the  best.  I  should  like  to  have  your  Lordship's 
opinion  of  them.  He  has  inserted  in  the  Collection  of 
Soi^  the  account  of  Ritson's  death,  which,  as  it  came 
throo^  your  hands  and  mine,  you  will  not  be  displeased 
to  aee.  I  wrote  for  him,  among  other  things,  the  account 
vS  James  Tytler,  which  he  has  awkwardly  acknowledged. 
Miss  Seward's  Works,  especially  her  Letters,  touch  on 
persons  and  times  interesting  to  your  I^ordship.  They 
■re  written,  almost  throughoui^  witJi  a  disgusting  affecta- 
tun  of  veroal  ornament,  and  are  everyiniere  tinotured 
irith  personal,  political,  and  poetical  prejudioea.  Her 
illiberal  treatment  of  Darwin  and  Hayley,  the  first  objects 
of  her  idolatry,  admits  of  no  excuse.  Sir  Brooke  Boothby 
TB-usured  me  yesterday,  that  Darwin,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  himself  wrote  the  first  fifty  lines  in  the  Botanic 
Garden,  from  a  shor^opy  of  verses  on  Ms  garden  at 
Ijchfield,  bat  Miss  S.t  sent  them  to  the  Gentleman's 


t  ne  Venei  in  In  the  Qentleiiiu'i  Maguiiu  for  Hi;  1783,  f.  43S  ; 
MM  tn  ■  evrmjNndent  irbo  kga*  H.  C.  8.  ud  tfcere  leld  to  be  written  bf 
lOa  8e«ard;  batKdoettiatippMr  the  Tenet  trers  Bent  to  ths  Magtnne 
bj  Blia  Semrd  hmelf . 
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Magazine  with  her  name,  and  reclaimed  them  when  he 
printed  the  Botanic  Garden.  Sir  Brooke  ttlso  assures  me, 
from  his  own  knowledge,  that  Darwin  either  originated,  or 
wrote  over  ahnost  anew,  the  g;reateBt  part  of  the  EUegy  on 
Captain  Cook.  The  internal  evidence  is  a  strong  proof 
of  this  account  of  the  composition.  Hayley  is  still  living, 
and  mast  have  his  feelings  hurt  by  the  malignant  dis- 
closure of  his  family  di^rences,  upon  which  it  is  not  safe 
for  a  stranger  to  look,  as  they  involve  delicate  drcum- 
stances  which  are  only  known  to  the  parties  themselves. 
Between  the  poetess  and  Scott  and  Southey,  her  latest 
idols,  the  commerce  of  flattery  is  extravagant,  chiefly  on 
her  side.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  pr^se  of  her  con- 
temporaries is  sparii^  and  invidious.  Her  strictures  on 
Miss  Bannermau's  Poems,  to  which  she  returns  -with 
reiterated  animosity  in  the  fifth  volume,  are  particularly 
harsh  and  acrimonious.  My  friend  Park  and  I  do  not 
escape  her  censure  for  holding  an  opposite  opinion ;  but 
mine  she  reckons  of  no  value,  after  calUng  '  the  deiFunct 
Leonidas'  a  fine  epic  poem,  which  is  not  accurately  true. 

"  Mr.  Weber  has  pubhshed  a  collected  edition  of  Ford's 
Plays,  in  two  volumes,  and  has  in  the  press  a  new  edi- 
tion of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Plays;  and  a  quarto 
volume,  entitled  '  Northern  Antiquities,'  furnished  by 
himself,*  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Jamieson  and  Mr. 
iScott.  The  latter  has  in  the  press  a  new  poem,  which  he 
thinks  the  best  of  his  performances, '  The  Vision  of  Don 
Roderick,"  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  ode  of  Luis  de 
Leon,  Count  Julian's  bringing  over  the  Saracens,  to  avenge 
himself  of  Don  Rodrigo,  the  last  of  the  Gothic  kings  of 
Sp^n.  It  is  written  in  the  stanza  of  Spenser,  and  clums 
a  place  among  our  classical  and  le^ttmate  poems.  I  feel 
as  I  ought  your  kindness  in  allowing  me  the  use  of 
Langboume,  and  thank  you  for  the  references  to  Gold- 
amilJi,  which  will  be  useful.  I  was  glad  to  see  Mr.  Brush 
here,  for  hia  own  sake  and  for  your  sake.  He  would  be 
struck  by  the  death  of  Iiord  President  Blair,  the  week 
after  he  saw  him  on  the  Bench.  Dr.  Trail  will  dilate  on 
this  event  and  the  death  of  Lord  Melville.  My  daughter 
joins  in  kindest  regards  to  your  Lordship  and  the  family 
at  Dromore  House,  with  your  affectionate  humble  servant 
"  Ro.  Anderson. 

*  "  lUuttraldoiu  of  Hettliea  Antiquitiei,  from  the  eiilier  TenUaie  and 
ScalToniiu  Ronwncw."  Edinb.  iU>>  1814.  SeeKoKoe'i"  GennuiRtiiniDani' 
ToL  It.  p.  e. 
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**P.S.Dr.Triulwaa  much  hurried  some  days  beforehis  de- 
partare,  and  we  exchanged  letters,  not  visits,  in  the  uncer- 
tunty  of  finding  each  other.  The  Doctor  is  preparing  a 
Ijfe  of  Simson  the  mathematician,  including  lUustrations 
of  the  ancient  Geometrical  Analysis  of  Pappus." 

"  Mt  DBAR  Lord,  Windium  StK«t,  17tb  Aug.  1811. 

*'  I  would  have  acknowledged  your  Lordship's  very 
kind  letter,  incloung  a  draft  on  London  for  8/.  11a.,  the 
price  of  the  books  I  sent  you,  before  now,  had  I  not  been 
de^rons  of  having  some  bterary  intelligence  to  communi- 
cate that  might  make  my  acknowledgment  more  welcome ; 
and  as  I  looked  for  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Scott's  new 
poem,  'The  Vision  of  Don  Roderick,'  in  a  short  time,  I 
deferred  writing  to  you  &om  day  to  day,  until  my  affairs 
drew  me  into  f^feshire,  where  my  stay  has  been  pro- 
longed by  drcumstancea  which  I  could  not  control. 

"  I  remain  at  home  only  a  few  days,  and  then  proceed 
to  Ochtertyre,  in  Perthshve,  to  spend  some  weeks  with 
my  friend  Mr.  Ramsay,  in  consequence  of  an  engagement 
I  made  when  he  was  in  town,  about  two  months  ago.  Mr. 
Ramsay  is  a  country  gentleman  who  has  devoted  a  lai^ 
portion  of  a  long  life  to  classical  literature  and  historiral 
antiquities.  He  was  the  intimate  &iend  and  neighbour  of 
the  late  Lord  Kames,  and  has  been  an  accurate  observer 
of  all  the  remarkable  passages  in  his  time.  His  lucubra- 
tions on  the  characteristic  features  of  manners,  arts,  go- 
vernment^ religion,  and  literature  in  Scotland,  during  the 
last  sixty  years,  fill  ten  folio  volumes,  of  700  pages  each. 
Besides  the  benefit  which  my  health  and  spirits  may  re- 
ceive from  the  fine  air  of  the  mountains,  the  object  of  my 
visit,  at  this  time,  is  to  inspect  and  arrange  with  Mr.  Ram- 
say bis  MS.  volumes  for  a  posthumous  publicatioTi,*  and  to 
contrive  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  a  distant  relation,  to 
whom  he  leaves,  by  will,  his  estate  of  1,5U0/,  a-year,  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  literary  trustee,  to  be  appointed  in 
his  will}  with  a  suitable  compensation  for  his  trouble.  I 
*  Hr.  SuMij,  of  OditertTra,  mi,  it  ii  twiiend,  canain-gennuk  to  the 
bOtr  at  Mr.  D*fid  Dtmdu,  Her  Majeitf'*  prMcnt  SoliclCor-OcDBnl  for 
EnfUnd,  ind  M.F.  for  SotherUndthire.  He  wu  an  excellent  scboler,  and 
■oted  for  bis  elegant  Letinltj.  Three  lettera  of  hie,  vith  Bpectmens  of  bia 
talent  in  the  art  of  imcriptfan,  will  be  foand  in  Bami'i  Workg,  bj  Cnirie 


II.  pp.  IDT,  115,  120.  Ilewu  the  Jonathin  Oldbuck  of  Scott'i  "AntU 
qoarr  ;"  we  Chamben'g  lUnetratioiu  of  the  'WsTerlej  Novell.  The  MSS, 
■lloded  to  are  itill  M  Ochtertjre,  the  propertjt  of  the  Solicitor- Geoeral,  uiil 
were  iMTBr  printed,  either  becatuo  no  each  iMqneet  u  that  mentumed  by 
Dr.  AndertoD  wm  made,  or  becaase  the  enrriTon  did  not  dsem  thdr  pnbli< 
ertion  ocpedlent. 
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hftvs  reoommended  Dr.  Irving  for  ^t  offloe,  irith  liberty 
to  correct  the  langut^,  vitliont  chfuiging  the  ebanoter  of 
the  Btyle,  and  to  uld  notes  and  illustntions,  without  alter- 
ing the  Teprawntation  of  facts  and  ojnnions.  Mr.  Bam- 
say  is  deep  in  the  history  of  private  life.  He  baa  vrittan 
300  articles  of  rural  biography,  a  nev  subject  of  vriting ; 
and  200  Latin  inscriptions,  epitaphs,  and  Jeemety  of  vhidi 
there  is  an  example  in  my  account  of  Smollett, 

*'  At  length  the  '  Vimon  of  Don  Roderick '  is  oome  oat, 
which  was  expected  to  claim  for  its  author  ■  diatlngoiabed 
rank  among  ue  dassical  poets  of  our  nation.  Never  was 
expectation  raised  so  high,  and  never  was  diaappointmrat 
more  amversal.  It  is  written  in  the  stann  of  an  acknoiF- 
i  classical  poet,  whioh  had  been  happily  imitated  in 


ledsed 
ft  nw  I 


in  his  last  poem,  but  he  nas  oomplebely 
failed  in  challenging  a  rivuship  with  the  great  faUiv  ot 
allegorioal  poetry,  in  every  respeot.  Even  his  admiraUe 
talent  f6r  description  is  seldom  visible,  except  perhaps  in 
his  piotore  of  the  troops  of  which  the  allied  armies  is  oom- 
posed,  English,  Scotish,  and  Irish ;  the  last  rather  inoor> 
reotly,  as  the  Irish  regiments  are  more  in  name  than  in 
reality.  The  subject  of  the  poem  is  founded  on  an  hisfiiK 
rical  tradition  respecting  Don  Rodrigo,  the  last  of  the 
Gothic  kings  of  Spain.  Mr.Scotthasmadenomentionfrfa 
poem  with  the  same  title,  printed  in  the  ninth  volume  of 
El  Pamaao  Espanol,  published  at  Madrid  in  177S,  whidL 
has  been  imitated  with  great  eleganoe  and  sj^t  by  Mr. 
Russell  in  his  Poems,  printed  in  1788.  Hie  Vision  ter> 
minates  in  the  defeat  of  Rodrigo  by  the  Samoens,  invited 
by  Count  Julian  to  avenge  himself  of  the  violence  offived 
to  Caba,  his  daughtw.  Scott's  plan  is  more  extenriv^ 
and  inolades  the  Ute  events  in  the  Peninsula,  so  interaM- 
ing  to  the  generoos  sympathy  of  the  British  nation  t  yet, 
onfortonatdTy,  that  is  the  Imst  interesting  part  of  the 
poem.    The  whole  is  heavy,  flat,  and  onimpreMive. 

*<  The  quarto  volume,  entitled  <  Northon  Aatuaitie^' 
containing  Uanslations  by  Weber,  Jamieson,  and  Seott,  is 
delayed  at  the  press  fbr  want  of  Sixitf s  coatiibidions. 
It  bears  an  affinity  to  your  Lordship's  work,  with  the 
same  title ;  which  I  regret  was  not  reprinted  here  at  the 
time  it  waa  projected,  owing  to  dta  eorreotions  being 
returned  for  your  re-conrideration,  and  not  returned  to 
me.  Tha  opportunity  is  gone  by,  by  the  dissolution  of 
the  pMtaeruup  of  we  printers,  and  I  have  difiiealtv  ia 
gettmg  Oninger  completed.   X  send  this  by  Mr.  Mwaajr, 
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and  wiU  write  to  tou  Bg^in  when  I  retnnt  home.  My 
daoghtor  jwia  vitn  me  in  ftffeotionste  rwarda  to  Tour 
lordship,  and  Mr.  and  Mn.  Meade  and  ^mily.  I  am 
ew  your  Lordship's  affiictionate  humble  Berranl^ 

"  Ro.  Andbrion." 

"  Mt  dbak  Lord,  wiadmin  smrt,  is  s^  leii. 

"In  the  Edinburgh  Annual  Register  for  18(K),  jnat 
pubUshed  by  BaUantyne,  there  ia  an  oriffinal  letter  from 
Shtnatme  to  Mr.  Mac  Gowan,  of  Edinburgh,  which,  I 
think,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  your  Lordship,  as  it 
contuns  some  curious  particulars  concerning  the  first  pub- 
fications  of  Maniherson,  and  the  proposed  Collection  of 
the  RdiijueB  of  Ancient  English  Poettr.  I  have  thought 
K  truiscnpt  may  be  acceptable,  aa  the  oook  in  whidb  it  is 
inserted  may  not  come  into  your  hand,  and  have  been  en- 
cooiBged  to  send  it  by  having  the  offer  of  on  envelope 
from  my  young  friend  GJeorge  Smclair*  (son  of  Sir  John), 
the  new  member  for  Caithness,  who  expressed  great  satis- 
&ction  in  writing  your  Lordship's  name,  which  he  regards 
with  the  highest  honour  and  veneration.  Sir  Brooke 
Bootbby  was  here  at  the  time,  and  thought  the  sensibi- 
lity be  shewed  in  making  this  use  of  his  privilege  did  the 
voting  senator  very  much  credit;  and  your  Lorcbhip  may 
Wiere  it  gready  enhanced  the  &vour  he  did  me. 

**  In  Hdl's  '  Select  Letters  *  your  Lordship  will  find  a 
hitibv  from  Mr,  Mao  Oowan  to  Shenstone  on  the  subject 
of  the  Fragments  of  "Ene  Poetry,  which  I  pointed  out  to 
Mr.  liaing  for  the  use  of  his  edition  of  Maq)herson*8 
wwk*. 

"  I  have  omitted  the  two  first  paragraphs  of  the  letter, 
and  another  in  a  subsequent  part  of  it,  as  they  are  merely 
flwemonious  or  unimportant. 

"  I  presumed  on  your  Lordship's  good  will  towards  me 
to  introduce  a  young  Amerioan  traveller  to  Dromore 
HouHi  to  have  the  gratification  of  seeing  you,  and  of 
reoehring  an  impreaaioQ  of  your  urbanity  and  venerable 
appMiance,  wbicn  he  will  take  delight  to  recollect  among 
his  fiiends  in  the  United  States.  It  is  probable  he  wiU 
not  deliver  my  note  till  he  returns  from  Dublin ;  tbougfa 
it  may  be,  the  plan  of  his  journey  may  lead  him  direcuy 
to  Dublin  through  Dromon. 

"  Dr.  Bmoe,  of  Belfast,  has  just  sent  me,  through  the 

bands  of  Dr.  Qngorfa  nephew,  a  student  of  Trinity  Col- 

"  No«nrQMiveHMUir,B«i4. 
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lege,  the  fourth  Fasciculus  of  Select  Papers  of  the  Beliast 
Literary  Society,  coutaining  a  very  good  paper  of  his  on  the 
advantages  of  classical  learning. 

"  I  am  writing  hurriedly  for  the  post,  and  will  recur  to 
the  account  of  Mr.  Kamsay's  papers  and  other  matters  in 
my  next  missive. 

"  With  every  kind  wish  for  the  health  and  welfore  of 
your  Lordship  and  family,  I  ever  am  most  respectfiUly 
and  affectionately  yours, 

"  Ro.  Anderson." 


"Extract  of  an  original  Letter  ^mthe  poet  Shenstone 
to  Mr.  Mac  Gowan,  late  of  Edinbui^h,  dated  the 
Leasowes,  Sept.  24,  1^61 ;  printed  at  length  in  the 
Edinbui'gh  Annual  Raster,  1809,  p.  549. 

"As  to  the  Erse  Fragments,  you  judged  very  rightly, 
that,  amidst  the  applause  they  were  sure  of  receiving  from 
the  world,  they  would  not  fail  to  afford  me  a  very  peculiar 
satisfaction.  I  am  indeed  unfeignedly  thankful  for  the  early 
copy  you  sent  me,  and  for  the  ingenious  letter  which 
accompanied  them.  It  seems  indeed  from  a  former  ver- 
sion of  them  by  the  same  translator  (which  Mr.  Gray,  the 
poet,  received  from  him,  and  showed  my  friend  Percy), 
that  he  has  taken  pretty  considerable  freedoms  in  adapt- 
ing them  to  the  present  reader.  I  do  not  in  the  least 
disapprove  of  this;  knowing  by  experience  that  trivial 
amendments  in  these  old  compositions  often  render  them 
highly  striking,  which  would  be  otherwise  quite  neglected. 
And  surely,  under  all  the  infirmities  of  age,  they  may  be 
said  to  have  an  absolute  claim  to  some  indulgence  of  this 
kind.  I  presume  the  editor  follows  the  same  mode  of 
translation  in  what  he  is  now  going  to  publish.  I  would 
wish  him  particularly  attentive  to  the  melody  of  his 
cadences,  when  it  may  be  done  without  impeachment  of 
his  fidelity.  The  melody  of  our  verse  has  been,  perhaps, 
carried  to  its  utmost  perfection ;  that  of  prose  seems  to 
have  been  more  neglected,  and  to  be  capable  of  greater 
than  it  has  yet  attained.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  fevourable 
era  for  the  appearance  for  such  irregular  poetry.  The 
taste  of  the  age,  so  far  as  it  regards  plan  and  style,  seems 
to  have  been  carried  to  its  utmost  height,  as  may  appear 
in  the  works  of  Akenside,  Gray's  Odes  and  Churchyard 
Verses,  and  Mason's  Monody  and  Elfnda.  The  public 
has  seen  all  that  art  can  do,  and  tbey  want  the  more 
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strildng  efforts  of  vild,  original,  enthusiastic  genius.     It 
seems  to  exclaim  aloud>  viui  the  choros  in  Julias  Cfesar, 


I  know  not  hov  far  you  will  allow  the  distinction  or  the 
principle  on  which  I  build  my  remark,  namely,  that  the 
taste  of  the  present  age  is  somewhat  higher  than  its 
genius.  This  turn,  you  see,  favours  the  work  the  trans- 
lator has  to  publish,  or  has  published  already.  Here  is 
indeed,  pure  original  genius !  the  very  quintessence  of 
poetry;  a  few  drops  of  which,  properly  managed,  are 
enough  to  give  a  flavour  to  quart  bottles.  And  yet  one  or 
two  of  these  pieces  (the  first,  for  instance,  together  with 
the  second)  are  undoubtedly  as  well  planned  as  any  ode 
we  find  in  Horace. 

*  *  *  •  * 

"  And  now,  having  thanked  you  for  the  Scotch  snuff 
(better  than  any  I  ever  tasted  before),  I  come  to  ask, 
whether  you  have  any  old  Scotch  ballads  which  you  would 
wish  preserved  in  a  neat  edition.  I  have  occasioned  a 
^end  of  mine  to  publish  a  fair  collection  of  the  best  old 
English  and  Scotch  ballads,  a  work  I  have  long  bad  much 
ftt  heart.  Mr.  Percy,  the  collector  and  publisher,  is  a 
man  of  learning,  taste,  and  indefatigable  industry;  is 
chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Sussex.  It  so  happens  that  he 
has  himself  a  folio  collection  of  this  kind  of  MSS.,  which 
has  many  things  truly  curious,  and  from  which  he  selects 
the  best.  I  am  only  afi^d  that  hie  fondness  for  anti- 
quity should  tempt  him  to  admit  pieces  that  have  no 
other  sort  of  merit.  However,  he  has  offered  me  a  reject- 
ing power,  of  which  I  mean  to  make  considerable  use. 
He  IS  encouraged  in  his  undertaking  by  Samuel  Johnson, 
Garrick,  and  many  persons  of  note,  who  lend  him  such 
assistance  as  is  withm  their  power.  He  has  brought  Mr. 
Warton  (the  poetry  professor),  to  ransack  the  Oxford 
libraries ;  and  has  resided,  and  employed  six  amanuenses 
to  transcribe  from  PepyVs  Collection  at  Cambridge,  con- 
sisting of  five  volumes  of  old  ballads,  in  folio.  He  says 
justly,  that  it  is  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  tliat 
he  has  most  reason  to  expect  the  curiosities  he  wants ; 
that  in  the  southern  parts  fashion  and  novelty  cause  such 
things  to  be  neglected.  Accordingly  he  has  settled  a  cor- 
respondence in  Wales,  in  the  wilds  of  Staffordshire  and 
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Dtobyiliin,  in  tbe  West  Indiea,  in  Irsltnd,  and,  if  hs  oan 

obl^  yonr  umitance,  hopes  to  driw  mRteiiftU  from  the 
whole  British  empire.  Ha  teUs  me  ^ere  is  in  the  Col- 
lection of  Mftgdalen  College  library  »  vwy  curioas  collec- 
tion of  ancient  Scottish  songa  and  poems,  he  thinks,  not 
publiBhed  or  known ;  many  of  Dunb&r,  MaitUnd  of 
Letbington,  and  one  allegorical  poem  of  Gaw^a  Donflas, 
too  obsolete  for  his  collection ;  and  one  yet  more  obsolete, 
called  '  Peebles  in  the  Flay,*  mentioned  in  Christ's  Kirk 
on  the  Green.  He  met  Mr.  Gray  in  the  University 
library,  who  is  going  to  write  the  history  of  Enriish 
Poetry.  But  to  put  an  end  to  this  long  article,  his  Col- 
lection will  be  printed  in  two  or  three  small  octavos,  with 
suitable  decorations;  and  if  you  find  an  opportunit;^  of 
sending  aught  that  may  be  proper  for  his  insettion,  t 
think  1  can  safely  answer  for  his  thankfulness  as  well  as 
my  own<  He  showed  me  an  old  ballad  in  his  folio  MS. 
under  the  name  of  Adam  Carr :  three  parts  in  four  coin- 
oide  so  much  with  yonr  £dom  of  Gordon,  that  the  former 
name  appesrs  to  me  an  odd  corruption  of  the  latter.  His 
MS.  wul,  however,  tend  to  enrich  Edom  of  Gordon  witii 
two  of  the  prettiest  stanzas  I  ever  saw,  beside  many  othep 
improvements.  He  has  also  a  MS.  of  Gill  Morice,  called 
in  nis  copy  Cbilde  Morice.  Of  this  more  another  time.  I 
must  at  present  take  my  leave.  Should  you  see  Mr. 
Home,  Mr.  Alexander,  or  Dr.  Uobertson,  I  desire  my  besS 
respects  to  them.  And  should  you  see  my  good  Liord 
Alemoor  and  Mr.  Professor  Smith,   t  beg  yon  would 

E lease  to  assert  how  unfeignedly  I  am  their  servant.  I 
ope  to  muster  up  sufficient  assurance,  even  now>  to 
acknowledge  hj  letter  their  acceptable  presents  of  books  j 
however  t£e  nre  of  gratitude  was  not  less  intense  (at 
having  lain  concealed  and  produced  no  blaze.  1  have 
many  more  Scotch  friends  wnom  1  wish  to  particulsrixe, 
but  those,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  live  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Edinburgh.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged 
humble  servant, 

•'  Will.  Shbnbtonb. 
"  1  will  endeavour  to  procure  and  send  yoa  a  copy  of 
PercT^B  translation  of  a  genuine  Chinese  Novel,  in  four 
small  volumes,  printed  months  ago,  but  not  to  be  pub- 
lished before  winter.'* 
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Dft.  Amdbbion  to  Mr.  M.  Darby. 

"  DBA.B  Sib,  _    WindmUl  Stntt,  Oct.  ff ,  181 1. 

"  Before  I  had  your  very  interesting  and  affectionate 
notioe  of  the  amiable  and  excellent  Bishop's  death,  I  had 
been  informed  of  that  melancholy  event  by  a  short  note 
from  Mr.  Brush,  which,  you  may  believe,  made  the  fiuni- 
Hes  in  Windtnill-Btreet  and  Priaces-street  participate  deeply 
in  the  afflictaoD  of  our  friends  at  Dromore  House.  Besides 
the  reflections  which  your  letter  contains,  so  creditable  to 
your  understanding  and  your  heart,  it  gave  me  the  first 
account  of  the  closii^  scene  of  his  sufferings,  panful  even 
in  imagination.  The  wise,  ihe  learned,  the  good  man  died 
as  he  had  lived,  a  fine  example  of  the  power  of  religion  on 
the  mind;  and  it  was  indeed  edifying  to  witneis  hife 
patient  resignation  and  calm  composure  at  his  end.  I  fol* 
lowed  the  £st  impulse  of  my  mind  in  drawing  up  the  fol- 
lowing* hasty  notice  of  bis  death  for  the  Obituary  of  the 
Edmburgh  newspaper.  It  seemed  to  me  a  sacred  duty  to 
attempt  somethmg  of  this  kind  in  Scotland,  where  hia 
reputation  has  been  long  established ;  and  the  arrival  of 
your  letter  enabled  me  to  render  it,  in  some  respects, 
more  interesting  and  edifyuig.  Tou  will  see  the  use  I 
have  made  of  it.  I  believe  the  facts  I  have  stated  are 
correct;  except,  perhaps,  his  age,  which  1  suspect  should 
be  eighty-three.  I  wiidi  you  had  mentioned  it.  I 
have  sent  copies  of  the  newnwper  to  Mrs.  Isted  and 
Mrs.  Meade,  presuming  that  uiey  will  not  be  displeased 
to  see  even  ^is  slight  testimony  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  their  venerable  father  circulated  in  Scotland. 

'*  I  write  this  note  in  unavoidable  haste,  and  am  very 
fiu-  from  having  expressed  as  I  wished  the  sentimenta  of 
esteem  I  bear  you,  and  my  gratitude  for  the  prompt  and 
sekaonable  intimation  you  sent  me.  Let  me,  I  entreat 
yon,  hear  from  you  ageon)  and  let  me  know  what  is  your 
deetin«tion,  which  I  may  influence.  I  am  with  great 
respect,  deer  Sir, 

»  Your  nnoere  friend, 

"  Ro.  Andkrion.'' 
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Notice  of  Buhcp  Perct/y  from  the.  Edv/Jmrgh  Evening 
Courant,  Oct,  7,  1811,  written  by  Dr.  R.  Andergon. 

"Diedj  at  Dromore  House,  on  the  30th  September, 
aged  82,  the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Percy,  Ijord 
Biahop  of  Dromore,  well  known  for  more  than  half  a 
century  by  Tarious  learned  and  ingenious  publications, 
and  distinguished  by  the  most  active  and  exemplary  public 
and  private  virtues.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Shen- 
stone,  Johnson,  and  Goldsmith,  and  the  last  of  the  iUua- 
trious  association  of  men  of  letters  who  flourished  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  reign.  He  was  a  native  of 
Bridgworth  in  Shropshire,  and  educated  at  Christ  Church 
College,  Oxford.  His  first  promotion  in  the  Church  was 
to  the  living  of  Easton  Mauduit,  in  N'orthamptonshire,  in 
the  gift  of  his  college,  which  he  held  with  the  rectory  of 
Wilby,  ^ven  him  afterwards  by  the  Earl  of  Sussex.  In 
1764  he  published  a  new  version  of  the  *  Song  of  Solo- 
mon,' enriched  with  a  commentary  and  annotations.  The 
year  following  he  pubUshed  the  '  Reliques  of  Annent 
English  Poetry,*  a  work  which  constitutes  an  era  in  the 
history  of  English  literature  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  same  year  he  published  '  A  Key  to  the  New  Testa- 
ment,' a  concise  manual  for  students  of  sacred  literature, 
which  has  been  adopted  in  the  universities,  and  often  re- 
printed. After  the  publication  of  the  '  Reliques,'  he  was 
invited  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  to  reside  occa- 
sionally with  him,  as  his  domestic  chaplain.  In  1769  be 
was  nominated  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majesty  ;  in 
1778  promoted  to  the  Deanery  of  Carlisle,  and  in  1782  to 
the  Bishopric  of  Dromore,  where  he  constantly  resided, 
promoting  the  instruction  and  comfort  of  the  poor  with 
unremitting  attention,  and  superintending  the  sacred  and 
civil  interests  of  the  diocese  with  vigilance  and  assiduity, 
revered  and  beloved  for  his  piety,  liberali^,  benevolence, 
and  hospitality,  by  persons  of  every  rank  and  religiouii  de- 
nomination. He  was  the  last  male  descendant  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Percy.  Two  daughters  survive  him ; 
the  eldest  is  married  to  Ambrose  Isted,  Esq.  of  Ecton  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  the  youngest  to  the  honourable 
and  reverend  Pierce  Meade,  Archiwacon  of  Dromore." 
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Jambs  Graikger  was  probably  bom  at  Dunse, 
in  Berwickshire,  in  1724.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
GraiDger,  Esq.  of  Houghton  Hall,  co.  Ciuuberland ; 
who,  in  consequence  of  some  unsuccessful  specula- 
tions in  mining,  was  obliged  to  sell  his  estate,  and, 
having  obtained  an  appointment  in  the  Ebtcise, 
settled  at  Dunse. 

His  father  dying  while  he  was  young,  the  care 
of  his  education  was  kmdly  undertaken  by  his 
elder  brother  by  a  former  marriage,  Mr.  William 
Grainger  of  Wariston,  a  writing-master  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  afterwards  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Excise,  who  placed  him  at  the 
school  of  North  Berwick,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 
James  Rae,  formerly  one  of  the  masters  of  the 
High  School  at  Edinburgh,  a  teacher  of  eminent 
learning  and  abilities. 

He  was  put  apprentice  to  Mr.  Geoi^  Lauder, 
surgeon  in  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  attended 
the  medical  classes  in  the  University. 

He  then  went  into  the  army,  and  was  surgeon 
in  Pulteney's  regiment,  at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  in 
1745  ;  and  afterwards  served  in  Holland  in  1746, 
I747>  and  1748.  A  military  man,  even  in  the 
most  active  campai^,  has  many  hours  of  leisure ; 
and  as  these  cannot  be  spent  more  rationally  than 
in  some  literary  pursuit,  he  employed  that  part  of 
his  time  which  was  undevoted  to  his  profession  in 
perusing  the  classics. 

Upon  his  quitting  the  army,  after  the  peace  of 

Aix  la  Chapelte,  in  1748,  he  obtained  the  degree 

of  Doctor  of  Physic,  and  settled  himself  in  Bond 

Court,  Walbrook ;  where  his  taste  for  polite  litera- 

voL.  vn.  Q 
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ture  procured  bim  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  John- 
son, Percy,  Shenstone,  Dodaley,  Armstrong,  Gold- 
smith, Sir  Joabua  Reynolds,  and  other  men  of  wit 
and  learning. 

In  1763  he  puhlished  "Historia  Febris  anomalse 
Annorum  1746,  1747,  1748,  &c.  accedunt  Monita 
Siphylica,"  8to.  containing  the  result  of  his  obser- 
vations  whilst  in  the  army. 

In  1766  appeared  his  "Ode  on  SoKtudc,"  in 
Dodsley's  Collection,  possessing  merit  enou^  to 
obtain  from  Dr.  Johnson  the  term  "  noble,"  and 
Dr.  Percy  says,  in  it  "  are  assembled  some  of  the 
sublimest  images  in  nature." 

In  May  1756,  he  commenced  writer  in  the 
Monthly  Review,  in  a  criticism  on  Mason's  Odes ; 
and  during  this  and  the  two  following  years  coa~ 
tributed  a  variety  of  articles,  chiefly  on  poetry  and 
the  drama,  to  that  journal,*  relinquishing  his  con- 
nexion with  it  about  May  1 768. 

"  The  Grand  Magazine  of  Universal  Intelligence, 
and  Monthly  Chronicle  of  our  Own  Times,"  was 
projected  towards  the  end  of  1757  by  a  few  prin- 
ters and  booksellers,   and  commenced  the  first 

*  The  uticlei  are  mukad  by  Dr.  Griatbt  (in  tlw  let  ■fterwwd*  BOWtM«J 
bjr  Mr.  Hebcr)  "  Dr.  G."  Hie  chief  Reriewi  are,  beiidei  the  6nt  (ITM)  on 
•■Tha  CoDTerti,  in  Odg;''  '•  Writingi  uid  Q«niiii  of  Popei"  "  Smut** 
Ode  ;"  "Pakeeri"  "Beuity,  an  Odei"  ^  utiolai  in  ths  Hont^  Cat«« 
lognfl  of  the  fint  BalT-jeu'lf  Appeadiii  "  Telemii^iu  ;"  "  rtillppio 
Foetn*;"  "LeneotboB;"  •'FbiloeoptiicalTrai»acdaiu(S<^«i>dOct.)incaii- 
junctioQ  «itb  mother  wHlet,  B.  i*Lo  1>  not  kiwim ;"  '>CDpidi"  "Tbe  Ca- 
det;" "Ode  to  Lotb;"  "Idea  of  Beauty ;"  "Tour  in  France,"  175T  ;  "  De 
Choftl'i  Method  of  treating  Penona  bitten  bj  Mad  Anlmeli :"  "Waodmrd'i 
Ca*e*  in  Phiiiclc;"  "Foreign  Boolu,"  (Februarj) ;  "Foreign  Books,'* 
(Mirch)  i  "  Iiou  of  the  Uandlierchief,''  Heroic-Comic  Poem ;  "  CoUetJdMi 
Aoademiqno ;''  "  Sajer'*  TranatatioD  in  Latin  of  Fops'*  UnlTmil  Frayer  j" 
"  Newcamb'i  Venification  of  Harrej'i  Conteniplationi ;"  "  Fleece,  a  Poem,'* 
bj  Djer  i  "  Oriimtal  Eclornes  i"  "  Medical  ObsernUoni  and  laqoltief ;" 
**  Goldonl's  Two  Italian  Comediea ;"  "  Lind  on  tlM  Metuw  of  prwarriai 
the  Health  of  Seamen ;"  "  Nencomb'i  Veraification  of  Harrer'f  Conletapla- 
tiona  in  ■  Flower  Garden,"  )TSB;  " Duncooib'a  Tnndatiott  of  Horace;" 
"  Uaaaer'aTranilationofOvid'aFaalli""  CJd^llitiOrMiaoellaiieoainMaH)" 
"  HollihBm,  a  Poem  i"  "Veriea  to  the  People  of  England,  bj  W.  White- 

head)''  "Ode  to  tb«  King  of  Pnuiia i"    "Fancy,  a-   ' '~    "'     " 

■■  ""■»  on  a  Dram-l:     

WfCiUlogiM. 
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month  of  the  following  yee^.  Who  the  editor 
was  does  not  appear.  Grimths  the  publisher  a^ns 
the  dedication,  which,  like  various  siinilar  publica^ 
tioDB  of  this  period,  is  to  the  popular  idol  Mr.  Pitt. 
Owen  Ruffhead,*  although  writing  at  the  same 
time  largely  in  the  Review,  took  a  considerable 
share  in  the  prose  department.  Grainger  and 
Percy  (as  a^^Kars  by  the  letters  in  the  following 
Cort«spondence),-f-  fiimiahed  pieces  of  poetry^  ana 
probably  of  prose.;]:  From  this  Correspondence  it 
appears  that  Grainger  was  the  contributor  of — 
"  Address  to  the  Bvening  Star,"  and  "  Three 
Blegies,"  in  the  January  number ; — "  Hymn  to 
Cheerfulnesfl ;"  Lines  "To  the  Nymph  of  P** 
(Htkeatly)  Waters ;"  and  "  Triumph  of  Beauty," 
in  February  ; — "  Elegy  on  having  quarrelled  wiA 
Melinda,"  and  "  Dialogue  between  Colin  and  De- 
lia," in  that  of  March ; — "An  Epistle  from  an  Officer 
at  Fort  William  in  Lochabar,  to  Lord  L-  —  in 
London,  Feb.  1762,"  in  th^  of  April ;  probably, 
"Love,  an  Ode,"  in  that  of  May )— and,  posiably, 
an  "  Ode  to  Contentment,"  in  tlwt  of  June.  About 
the  same  time  Grainger  translated  "  Leander  to 
Hero,"  and  "  Hero  to  Ijeander,"  for  Mr.  Percy's 
intended  vernon  of  Ovid'e  Epistles. 

Percy's  contributions  to  the  Grand  Magazinf 
positively  known  are,  the  Latin  Poem  in  the  Fe- 
bruary Magazine,  beginning  with  "  Effinxit  quon- 
dam blandum  meditata  laborem ;"  and  two  sonnets 
signed  P.  in  that  of  March.    The  first  Sonnet  is 

*  Th«  eopT  at  tfcU  SlaguliM  Id  tba  Bridjli  Uiuava  boloaied  to  I«He 
Baed,  wlio  mllM  thu  on  the  flj-leaf  i  "  Tbe  Diaicititlon  od  the  Comtita- 
Udm  of  Boiland,  ud  mnch  of  the  Political  oHginil  Euij|>  In  thia  Hagsdn^ 
wM«  tks  patiaethm  of  Owm  Kuffbcul,  «fq.  m  hU  bicad  Mr.  Fonnttiiie 
infociBad  ua  od  th*  SStli  March  1777.    I.  Reid." 

t  Bn  Qnl^^^  Latl«r  (o  Forcr,  in  Feb.  aud  April  ITSS,  pp.  347— 
U2. 

t  On  the  probabilit;  of  Golditnitli  hsTiog  ■  tliaie  in  writing  tbe  work,  Me 
Ptior't  life  of  Ooldimlth,  vol.  1.  p.  3S7,  wbere  MrenJpiccn  Ukelj  to  be  hii 
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*'  after  the  manner  of  Spenser,  addressed  to   a 
young  Lady."    It  begina, 

"  Whili  jon,  hir  Amu !  iimocentlr  pj" 

Anna  was  Miss  Goodrich,  whom  Mr.  Percy 
shortly  afterwards  married.  The  second  Sonnet 
was  occasioned  by  leaving  B — r — t — n,  July  1 755. 
The  "  Hint  to  tiie  Poets,"  by  Percy,  is  spoken  of  by 
Dr.  Grainger  in  a  letter,  April  4, 1 768,*  but  I  cannot 
find  such  a  poem  in  the  Grand  Magazine.  The 
Scotch  song  alluded  to-f-  was  probably  the  celebrated 
one,  "  O  Nanny,  wilt  thou  gang  with  me  ?"  It  did 
not  howeTer  appear  in  the  Magazine. 

In  March  1758  Dr.  Grainger  became  a  member 
of  the  London  College  of  Physicians  ;  and  in 
November  following  published  a  translation  of 
Tibullus,  which,  meeting  with  an  indifferent 
reception  from  the  Cridod  Review,  was  said  by 
Grainger  to  proceed  from  the  personal  pique  of 
Smollett,  though  known  to  each  other  and  inter- 
changing civilities.  Gnunger,  though  said  to  be  a 
worthy  man,  replied  in  the  strain  of  an  enraged 
and  irritable  author.  Thb  produced  a  severe 
rejoinder  in  the  Critical  Review  for  February 
]  759 ;  and  on  the  part  of  both  there  was  more 
of  personality  and  vituperation  than  was  becom- 
ing, or  the  occasion  demanded. 

It  was  through  Grainger  the  acqiiaintonce  of 
Percy  with  Goldsmith  commenced,  in  the  year 
1768.  The  latter  alludes  to  his  former  friend  in 
'*  Animated  Nature,"  when  speaking  of  fish  that 
are  poisonous.  *'  The  feet  of  a  certain  de- 
scription of  fish  being  poisonous  when  eaten,  is 
equally  notorious,  and  the  cause  equally  inscru- 
table. My  poor  worthy  friend  Dr.  Gnunger,  who 
resided  for  many  years  at  St.  Christopher's,  assured 
me  that  of  the  fish  caught,  of  the  same  kind,  at 

•  Step.  SSI.  t  Seep.247. 
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one  eud  of  that  island,  some  were  the  best  and 
most  wholesome  in  the  world ;  while  others,  taken 
at  a  different  end^  were  always  dangerous,  and 
most  commonly  fatal." 

In  a  letter  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  (1791, 
p.  614),  Grainger's  Mend,  Mr.  G.  Paton,  says, 
that  Tol.  II.  of  Maitland's  History  of  Scotland  was 
compiled  from  materials  left  by  Dr.  Grainger. 
Wiliuun  Maitland  composed  the  first  volume ;  and 
Andrew  Millar  engaged  Grainger  to  complete  the 
work. 

In  the  autumn  of  1768  Dr.  Grainger  had  en- 
gaged to  travel  for  four  years  with  a  young  friend, 
John  Bourryau,  esq.*  of  large  West  India  pro- 
perty, whose  studies  from  an  early  period  had  been 
in  part  committed  to  his  charge,  and  to  whom  he  de- 
dicated his  Translation  of  Tibultus.  The  reward  for 
this  appropriation  of  time  was  to  be  an  annuity  for 
life  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  The  resolu- 
tion to  quit  London,  he  writes  to  Dr.  Percy,  in 
letters  from  which  this  abstract  was  taken,  was  not 
adopted  in  a  hurry  j  for  though  "  his  practice  was 
not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  young  physician  In 
London,"-(-  the  proposed  term  of  absence,  he  be- 
Hered,  would  not  interfere  materially  with  his 
views,  while  it  promised  to  add  to  the  number  and 
respectability  of  im  friends. 

In  April  1 7&9  he  embarked  for  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher,  in  the  West  Indies.  During  his 
passage  a  lady  on-board  one  of  the  merchantmen 
bound  for  the  same  place  was  seized  with  the 
small  pox,  attended  wiUi  some  alanning  symptoms. 
He  was  sent  for,  and  not  only  prescribed  with  suo 
cess,  but  took  the  remainder  of  his  passage  in  the 
same  ship,  partly  to  promote  the  recovery  of  his 

*  Mr.  BoDtr^aB  died  in  nTI,iiniTerMlly  regrrtted,  and  left  beUndhima 
coiuiilenble  etfte  to  hii  bnulf .     Wtflmimler  Hag.  Dec.  1TT3' 
t  See  p.  267. 
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patient,  but  principally  to  hare  an  opptntuiuty  of 
paying  his  addresaes  to  her  daughter,  whom  he 
married  soon  after  their  arrival  at  St.  Christo- 
pher's. By  this  lady,  whose  name  was  Miss  Daniel 
Mathew  Burt,  daughter  to  Matbew  William  Burt, 
Bsq.  GioTemor  of  St.  GhnBtopher'a,  he  had  two 
dai^tera,  1.  Louise  Agnes  Qraingert  3.  ELeanor 
C  Grainger,  married,  in  1798,  to  Thomas  Rouaell, 
Esq.  of  Wandsworth.  This  last  lady  was  the  god- 
daughter of  Bishop  Percy ;  who  was  also  god&ther 
to  her  eldest  son  James  Percy  RouseU. 

In  the  autumn  of  176S  Dr.  Grainger  returned  to 
Sngland.  The  poem  of  "  The  Sugar  Cane," 
written  during  his  abode  in  the  West  Indies,  had 
been  previou^y  transmitted  home,  and  after  some 
uncertainty  as  to  the  mode  of  publication,  did  not 
appear  until  after  he  had  sailed,  in  May  1764,  on 
his  return  to  St.  Christopher's. 

Iliere,  it  appears,  his  affitirs  had  become  involved 
during  his  absence,  which  an  inheritance  from  the 
death  of  his  brother  in  Scotland  enabled  him  soon 
after  to  obviate  in  part. 

In  Feb.  1766  he  appears  to  have  been  undeter- 
mined whether  to  remain  in  the  WeBt  Indiaa  or 
retURi  to  England,  but  finally  settled  himself  in  a 
house  of  his  own,  in  an  agreeable  mtuation,  and 
**  determined  to  remEun  some  years  loi^for  in  the 
toirtd  zone."  This  we  are  told  in  the  last  letter  to 
his  friend  Ferc^',  dated  Dec.  4,  1766,*  and  onfy* 
twetvedays  afterwards  deathauddenly  surprised  him, 
Dec.  16,  1766,'f-  in  ihe /cr^sLeth  year  of  hia  agei. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  "  Grainger  was  an  agree- 
able man ;  a  man  who  would  do  any  good  that 

*  See  p.  Si*. 

t  Di.  Andmoo  •*;■  1767,  and  m>  mt*  Mr.Ckahoen;  but  bia  dntk  la 
that  reoorded  In  the  Gent.  Hag.  for  Jaa.  1T6T, "  Dec.  II  (not  the  Ifoh) 
lies.  Dr.  GniagMT,  ph^aUian  ti  Andgna."  In  ■  letter  of  Mrt.  6raiii(«r  to 
Bp.  Ferey,  dated  Feb.  U,  17T0,  she  eipreuly  laTa,  "  be  died  on  the  I6th  of 
Deoamber  1766,  bt  the  39th  year  of  bis  age."  Hia  widow  wat,  bowerer, 
fab»v  wnms  in  hia  «jr«,  but  thore  can  be  no  doQbt  of  the  jmt  of  tdi  deatti. 
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was  m  his  power."  His  translation  of  *  Tlbullus '  he 
thought  was  very  well  done  ;  but  the  '  Sugar 
Cane'  did  not  please  him. 

Dr.  Percy  gives  this  character  of  Grainger :  '"  He 
waa  not  only  a  man  of  genius  and  learning,  but 
had  many  excellent  virtues,  being  one  of  the  most 
generous,  friendly,  and  benevolent  men  I  ever 
knew."  To  the  friendship  of  Grainger,  Percy 
acknowledges  that  he  owed  the  beautifol  ballad  of 
Bryan  and  Pereene,  founded  on  a  real  feet  that 
hiqipKLed  in  the  IslMid  of  St.  Christopher,  printed 
in  Vol.  I.  of  *'  Reliques  of  English  Poetry,'*  1764. 

Gndnger  possessed  considerable  learning  and 
genius.  His  manners  were  simple  and  unobtrusive 
in  general  society,  and  therefore  sometimes  over- 
looked for  more  loud  and  common-place,  though 
less  gifted  and  informed  talkers.  He  looked  ear- 
nestly to  the  acquisition  of  fame  as  a.  poet^ 
more  so  than  the  merits  of  his  pieces  warranted, 
and  wishing  to  rise  to  literary  eminence  by 
this  alone,  believed  he  had  in  some  measure 
secured  it ;  for,  on  first  proceeding  to  the  West 
Indies,  he  expressed  to  Mr.  Percy  tiie  intention  of 
having  with  him,  in  case  of  his  own  death,  a  cor- 
rected copy  of  hia  works  for  publication,  with  a 
request  that  not  a  line  should  be  permitted  to  ap- 
pear whicli  might  be  thought  to  derogate  from  lus 
reputation.*  His  poems,  however,  have  not  had  all 
Uie  success  he  expected. 

Dr.  Grainger  is  thus  characteHsed  in  the  West- 
minster Ma^zine  for  1773,  p.  685: — "Dr. Grain- 
ger was  a  man  of  modesty  and  reserve ;  and  his 
friends  were  indebted  to  the  inspiring  juice  of  the 
gnq>e  to  make  him  throw  off  the  mauvats  honte  so 
prt^udlciat  to  his  own  merit ;  for,  when  warmed  with 
the  enlivening  juice  of  the  true  Falemian,  in  spite 

1  had  ratliar  not  be 
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of  a  broad  provincial  dialect,  he  was  extremely 
pleasing  in  his  conrersalion.  He  was  tall,  and  of  a 
lathy  make ;  plain  featured,  and  deeply  marked  with 
the  small  pox ;  his  eye-s  were  quiet  and  keen ;  his 
temper  generous  and  good-natured ;  and  he  was 
an  able  man  in  the  knowledge  of  his  profession." 

Many  minute  particulars  of  Dr.  Gramger's  his- 
tory may  be  gleaned  from  the  correspondence  of 
Bp.  Percy  and  Dr.  Anderson,  ^ven  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages  of  this  volume,  and  from  the  sub- 
sequent letters  of  Dr.  Grwnger  to  Percy.  An 
edition  of  his  "  Poetical  Works"  was  su^ested  to 
Dr.  Anderson  by  Bp.  Percy  iu  1800;  and  the 
work  was  soon  Eo'ter  completed  at  the  press,  but 
waited  for  a  Life  of  Grainger,  which  was  to  hare 
been  wntteu  by  Dr.  Anderson  from  materials 
supplied  by  Bp.  Percy.  The  Bishop  died  in  1811, 
and  Dr.  Anderson  followed  his  friend  in  1830; 
thus,  it  was  not  till  1 836  that  the  "  Works  of  Dr. 
Grainger"  appeared,  with  a  short  Memoir  •  of  his 
Ijfe  and  Writings  by  Dr.  Anderson,  and  an  Ind^ 
of  the  linntean  Names  of  Plants,  &c.  by  W.  Wright, 
M.D.  F.R.S. 

The  first  volume   of  bis  Works   contains    the 
Poem  of  *'  The  Sugar  Cane  i"-|"  and  the  second  vo- 
lume is  filled  with  the  following  Poems. 
t.  Sohtude,  an  Ode. 
3.  Fancy,  an  irregular  Ode. 

3.  Hymn  to  Cheerfulness. 

4.  An  Address  to  the  Evening  Star. 


'D  Tolames  of  Gninger'i  Worki  of  in  nncqaal  Hw. 
ndenon  to  Bp.  Percy,  p.  21Z. 

t  The  Second  Book  had  beea  origiullf  iddmnd  to  ShnutoiM,  aad  q>> 
proTcd  of  b;  Um.  '  >  To  hii  memorj  iherefore  be  it  uered,  u  ■  imill  toti- 
monr  o[  Uw  bJgti  opinion  th«  aathor  entertained  of  that  gmtlenun'a  rmhia 
and  mannen  ;  and  aa  the  onlj  return  now,  aUi!  in  hia  power  to  tnaka  for 
the  ftiendibip  vith  which  Mr.  Shenitone  had  eondeacended  to  faoDODr  him.'* 

Tbia  fine  poem  haa  been  preaorred  in  Johatoa  and  Cbalnwn'  Eniliih 
FDrta,  XIV.  478.  ^^ 
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5.  To  the  Nymph  of  Rtkeatly  Waters. 

6.  Triumph  of  Beauty. 

7*  To  Nesera,  from  Lochaber,  Sept.  17^3. 

8.  Three  Love  Elegies,   written  from  Italy; 
addressed  to  Rosalind. 

9.  Elegy  on  having  quarrelled  with  Melinda. 

10.  An   Epistle  to    Lord  L ,  in  London, 

written  at  Fort-wiUiam  in  Lochaber,  Feb.  ]7S'2. 

1 1.  A  Dialogue  between  Colin  and  Deha. 

la.  Sonnet  on  leaving  Nesera.  To  a  Friend. 
In  the  manner  of  MUton. 

13.  Epigram,  "You  wonder  that  I  still  deny,"  &c. 

14.  Bryan  and  Pereene ;  a  West  Indian  Ballad. 

15.  Translation  of  two  Epistles  of  Ovid:  Leander 
to  Hero ;  and  Hero  to  Leander.* 

16.  Fragment  of  the  Fate  of  Capua ;  a  Tragedy. 
In  the  List  of  Dr.  Grainger's  Poems,  given  in 

the  European  Magazine  for  September  1798  (and 
copied  into  this  volume,  p.  76),  the  following  Poems 
are  noticed,  which  do  not  appear  in  Grainger's 
"  Poetical  Works,  1836." 

17.  The  Imperfect  Retreat. 

18.  Three  Epigrams. 

19.  Love,  an  Ode. 

Of  the  first  Poem,  "  The  Imperfect  Retreat,"  I 
can  find  no  copy.  But  I  propose  to  add  the  other 
Poems  at  the  end  of  this  Memoir. 

*  n«M  tw»  B]4itlM  were  written  to  oblige  »  jmng  Mend  of  bii  it  that 
tine  (drct  17SS^  trbo  b«d  eoncdved  a  de^gn  of  pobUihliiB  >  tnntUtion  of 
■DOrU'iBpiftMwUboiit  metre;  ud  ■  Teiy  lageidoiu  poet  of  tUi  coontrir 
[Hr.  Boyd]  bei  begged  ulut  piece*  were  tlmi  sttempted,  tai  Isteod*  to 
*—  •^—  "    Bp.  Perof  to  Dr.  AndemHi,  Feb.  31,  1799.    See  p.  75. 


wiib  Dr.  Gniager,  and  tbe  aMitbuice,  I  thinli,  of  Mr.  Honter,  to  truulale 
tU  Orid'i  EjAtdet,  but  tlwt  bii  itteotion  wm  celled  wtnj  hj  other  pnnuita, 
lad  tbe  deel[n  wn  dropped. "•-See  p.  4B. 
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S[mollettl  UbellM  yoa  lately,  and  yet  yon  don't  heed  it ! 
"Tib  needless. — Why  ? — None  but  nis  oooksellera  read  it 

II. 

When  Western  posseaVd  but  a  thousand  a  year. 
In  a  fine  gild^  chariot  he  loll'd  erery  day ; 

But  now  that  he  'a  master  of  twioe  that  som  dear, 
The  hunks  tramps  afoot  to  each  fur»  to  aeU  hay. 

Let  not,  mighty  Jove !  my  petition  be  vaio. 

Reduce  him  to  loll  in  bis  chariot  agtun. 

III. 
Yon  wonder  that  I  still  deny, 

Tho'  <tft  you  beg  my  works  to  see ; 
The  reason  8  not  that  1  am  shy, — 

I  fear  you'd  send  your  own  to  ma.* 


POIMB  SUPPOSED  TO  BB  BT  Db.  GrAINGEB. 

Odb  to  I<ove. 


I. 

I^rent  of  bliss,  and  source  of  every  joy> 
Hail}  gonial  Lovel 
Whether  the  dallying  hour  yon  toy 
With  Psyche  sweet  entranced,  or  sportive  rove 
Arcadia's  &bled  vales,  at  haunt  Cytherea's  grove ; 

*  Onnd  Hig.  1156,  p.  96.    tha  third  Epirnin  ■koe  li  ta  Dr.  Qnfa- 
gw-i  Work*. 
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In  folds  coemve  melt  the  amorous  pair, 
Or  steel  the  heart  of  some  relentless  fair ; 
Unmov'd,  unconquer'd  by  the  pleading  sigh. 
And  big  tear  starting  in  the  lover's  eye : 
Oh,  Himle  auspicuous  on  each  hallow  d  strain 
To  thy  dread  power  the  fliehty  Muse  shall  raise ; 
And,  if  justly  now  the  lays. 
Admit  me  of  thy  train. 

II. 

So  wide,  80  uniTersal  is  thy  sway. 
In  torrid  climes,  where  the  tann'd  jfithiop  glows. 
On  monntun  mantled  in  perpetual  snows. 

All  nature  courts  thy  reign,  thy  impulse  all  obey. 
In  fields  or  covert  grove. 
With  amorous  joys  elate, 
lie  linnet,  warbling  to  his  feather'd  mate, 
Swells  the  mellow  notes  with  love. 
The  pard,  forgetful  of  bis  native  ire, 
With  looks  complacent  eves  his  spotted  dame ; 
No  sparks  of  savage  rage  nis  breast  inflame. 

His  bosom  pants  not  but  with  amorous  fire. 
In  vain  the  ftigid  nymph  Philosophy, 

With  supercilious  brow  and  prouct  disdain. 
Boasts  the  aspiring  soul  to  firee 

From  the  soft  bondage  of  thy  amorous  reign ; 
To  root  the  darling  passion  ftom  the  mind, 
That  bounteous  Providence  assigned 
A  charm  agunst  the  ptdson  of  despair, 
The  balm  of  life,  and  antidote  to  care. 
Thy  soft,  thy  pleuliw  chains  to  wear, 
By  all  the  powers  of  Love  1  swear. 
With  tran^aorts  more  refia'd  engagss  me 
Than  all  the  patriot  boasts  of  gcdden  liberty. 


Gentle  power  of  fond  desire ! 
Oft  as  the  tamultuoiu  breast 
Takes  the  pure  influence  of  thy  genial  zest. 

The  janma  paantHu  straight  consfHre ; 

And  with  burmonions  symphony 

Unit^  aod  centre  all  in  thee. 
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Stem  Ambition  drops  his  wand. 
Avarice  opes  his  niggard  hand ; 
Rage  throws  his  blood-stain'd  falchion  by. 
And  Anger  melts  with  Kty's  eye; 
Revenge  is  liUl'd,  Care's  tortures  cease. 
And  all  within  is  cahn  and  peace. 

IV. 

Yes,  I  will  now  take  usury  of  Time 
For  all  the  tedious  nights 
Spent  o'er  the  classic  page 
Of  those  who  dream'd  upon  Parnassus  hiU; 
Or  them,  who,  snatching  from  oblivion,  draw 
Deeds,  such  as  Cannte  and  Pharsalia  saw; 
Whose  labours  bid  the  deathless  laurels  grow. 
That  yet  unfaded  wreathe  the  hero's  brow. 
And  in  the  bold  description  flourish  stall ; 
Or  that  fam'd  sage. 
Upon  whose  lips,  as  ancient  fable  tells, 
Krst  while  he  slept,  their  balmy  store. 
The  honey-sweets  of  ev'ry  rifled  flower, 
The  bees  ofbdous  lodg'd,  —  there  built  their  waxen 
cells. 
Dull  hours,  adieu !  Youth's  vernal  prime. 
Ere  nipp'd  by  Age's  wintry  blights, 
To  pleasantry  and  mirth,  and  amorous  joys  invites. 

V. 

But  chief  to  you  I  bid  a  long  farewell. 
Ye  seats  where  INscipline  and  Dulness  dwell. 
Where  some  good  Foander, — rest  his  honoux'd 
shade! 
With  pious  hand  and  rare  munificence 

The  rich  foundation  liud, 
The  sacred  shrine  of  round-foced  Indolence; 
The  goddess  there,  on  downy  couch  supine, 
Lolls  tlioughtleas ;  o'er  lier  sluggard  head 
The  tingling  bells  their  lulling  influence  shed; 
Her  pillow,  schoolmen  and  Dutch  folios. 

With  opiate  charms  in  ev'ry  line, 
Drown  wakeful  Keason,  and  provoke  Repose. 
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Qoddess,  adieu !  and  yonder  sauntering  train. 
In  flowing  stole  of  sable  hue. 
That  blacken  o'er  the  plain. 
Her  venerable  sons,  ye  finish'd  drones,  adieu ! 
With  souls  BO  sober,  and  so  dead  to  fame, 
Who  dar'd  to  Glory's  glitt'ring  car  aspire  ? 
E'er  glow'd  your  breasts  with  Friendship's  generous 

Did  e'er  his  transports  to  your  heart 
The  wild  enthusiast  Love  impart. 
And  your  rapt  soul  inspire  ? 
Or  ever,  the  illumin'd  mind 
With  pohah'd  taste  refin'd. 
Felt  ye  the  force  of  Fancy's  rapid  fire  f 
Adieu,  ye  joyless  walks,  ye  gloomy  shades, 
Where  pensive  Dulness  shapes  his  matin  way ; 
Once  the  lov'd  haunts  of  the  Aonian  maids, 
Whilst  Echo,  as  she  rov'd  along, 
Swell'd  with  the  force  of  Milton's  oervoua 
song, 
Or  softly  fiow'd  in  Mason's  liquid  lay. 
Morpheus,  adieu  !  and  ye  presiding  pow*rs, 
TTiat  slowly  drag  the  leaden-footed  hours ; 

Far  other  blessings  the  coy  Muse  has  won, 
For  other  scenes  from  MoMur  sluggish  haunts, 
For  other  joys  her  wakeful  bosom  pants. 

VI. 

Whilst  by  some  babbling  fountun's  side. 
That  thro'  the  lone  sequester'd  grove 
Winds  its  mazy  course,  I  rove, 
Love  and  the  Muse  shall  be  my  guide ; 
There,  the  harmonious  daughter  she 

Of  Jove  and  Memory, 
With  many  a  soft  example  fraught. 
From  Time's  old  records  brought, 
Of  Love  and  Glory's  blended  influence  tells ; 

This  plastic  sparks,  where'er  it  dwells, 
In  eVry  delegated  breast  inspires 
A  thirst  for  honest  praise,  and  fans  the  hero's  fires. 
So  whilst  the  illustrious  Trojan  dame 
In  arms  her  lord,  her  Hector,  sheath'd, 
A  tender  tale  of  love  she  breath'd ; 
Ibr  Love  and  Valour  aid  each  mutual  flame. 
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Hie  w&nior  soul  of  young  ThemiBtodes 
To  the  fair  Teian  gave  the  idle  hour, 
Oft  Booth'd  the  toils  of  war  with  ain'rous  ease, 
And  held  short  dalliance  in  the  Attio  bower. 
The  bright  effuleence  of  her  charmi 

To  deeds  of  glory  oi^d  her  warlike  lord, 
Beat  in  his  active  bosom  love's  alarrns, 

And  added  force  to  his  descending  sword : 
Inapir'd  the  feats  that  set  pale  Europe  free, 
That  Greece  and  Glory  saw»  and  Xebxbs  blush'd 
to  see. 

Vll. 
Bhitons,  if  Freedom  in  your  happy  land 
E'er  d^n'd  to  £z  her  deWated  stand. 
Let  no  base  slave  of  power  ner  reign  molest^ 
Or  chase  to  happier  realms  th'  illustrious  eueat. 
Ob  !  be  each  mind  with  native  virtue  fir'i^ 
Be  ev'ry  breast  with  patriot  worth  inapir'd; 
Nor  meanly  crouch  for  aid  to  foreign  powers, 
To  shield  from  Gallic  arms  the  Bntiin  towers. 
Not  so  the  warlilce  Harry's  conquering  lance 
Planted  his  banners  in  the  heart  of  France  ; 
Not  so  the  British  hon  leam'd  to  roar 
With  wasteful  rage  along  the  Norman  shore ; 

No  foreiffnpower  was  then  implor'd, 

When  royal  Edward  led  the  bold  campaign. 

And  the  Boy  £esb'd  his  maiden  sword 

O'er  Cressy's  memorable  plain. 

Dare  to  be  Men ;  and  let  the  glowing  charms 

Of  British  beauties  aid  the  Bnton's  arms. 

And  when,  by  Love  and  Liberty  led  on, 
Tour  trusty  swords,  o'er  which  lair  Victory 
Sits  smiling,  shall  your  injured  country  free. 
Wrest  the  drawn  dagger  from  Oppression's  hand, 
And  give  blythe  Peace  her  olive  wand. 
Oh,  then  cry  hul  on  Albion's  happy  soil  1 
Let  festive  Mirth  the  genial  hours  employ. 
In  days  of  pleasant  toil. 
And  nights  of  virtuous  joy. 
Then  whilst  the  coy-one's  grace  to  win. 
In  some  sequester'd  arbour's  shade 
Her  artist-hand  in  idle  hour  had  made, 
And  deok'd  with  vernal  flows,  and  twisted 
pontine, 
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Toa  count  the  perilous  danger  of  the  var^ 
Yoar  woondu  recav^d,  your  trophiea  won ; 
How  will  her  tender  boiom  pant  with  fear  I 
O'er  the  sad  tale  she  drops  a  tear. 
And  breathes  a  si{^  for  ev'ry  scar. 
Till  nnking  on  her  hero's  breast, 
With  pity  and  with  love  oppress'd ; 
Her  melting  eyeSj  her  rising  oliuheB  yield. 
To  crown  with  -rirtaous  love  the  labours  oif  the 
field.* 


Ode  to  Contintment. 


IMvine  Contentment!  cottage-bom. 

Do  thou  inspire  my  lay, 
Let  no  Tun  wish,  no  thoi^ht  forlorn. 

Disturb  the  calm,  the  peaceful  day. 
Porgefst  thou  when  we  wandeHd  o  er 
He  syhron  Bxla's  sedgy  shore. 

Or  rang'd  the  woodland  wilds  along  ? 
Hov  oft  on  Herclat's  mountains  high, 
WeVe  met  tiie  morning's  purple  eye, 

Delay'd  by  many  a  song. 

II. 

From  theie  delighta  by  Fortune  led, 

To  busy  life  and  crowds  confin'd ; 
At  oaoe  each  golden  pleasure  fled. 

Divine  Contcnt  was  left  behind. 
Tet  (xnild  these  eyea  once  more  survey 
The  ootnely  fair  in  mantla  grey* 

Her  poluh'd  brow,  her  peaoefel  eye, 
Whne^  the  goddess  deigns  to  dwell. 
In  village  cot  or  hermit* s  cell. 

With  her  I'd  live  and  die. 

•  Otwd Mi«. IgcUv  WU, PF* 3W-4U«< 
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in. 

Ah,  vhere  ia  now  each  image  gay 

The  hand  of  ^dry  Fancy  wove. 
Of  painted  springs,  Elysian  day. 

The  sparkling  riU,  the  blooming  grove  ? 
Cease,  cruel  Memory !  think  no  more 
Of  scenes  vhich  lost  I  now  deplore, 

Abandon'd  wild  to  care  and  woe ; 
With  loss  of  Eden's*  peaceful  side, 
Eternal  grief  and  pun  betide 

The  vain  desire  to  know.f 


Bbtwbzn  Dr.  Jameb  Grainobb  and  the  Rev.  TaoM as 
Pbbct. 

"  Dbab  Sib,  Wilbrook,  Oct.  22,  1T56. 

"  Tour  agreeable  Letter  I  received  some  time  ago,  and 
should  sooner  have  acknowledged  the  favour,  had  I  not 
determined  to  have  sent  you  some  intelligence  of  the  best 
Portuguese  authors,  along  with  my  thanks.  But  althoo^ 
I  have  made  some  inquiry  into  that  aSkir,  and  intend  not 
to  desist  till  I  have  picked  up  something,  at  present  I 
can  only  inform  you  that  I  have  been  baffled  in  my  search. 
Most  of  the  Londoners  who  understand  the  Portuguese 
were  more  intent,  when  in  that  country,  upon  siz-thurty*8 
than  upon  Camoens,  and  know  more  of  the  privileges 
granted  to  the  British  factory  at  Lisbon  than  of  their  laws 
of  the  drama  or  epic.  However,  I  do  not  despair ;  there  is 
a  friend  of  mine,  a  British  subject,  bom  at  Oporto,  who,  I 
expect,  will  be  able  to  afford  me  some  edairciuement.  He 
has  some  talents,  and  I  think  has  read  something  beside 
the  Book  of  Rates. 

"  In  a  literary  intercourse,  each  as  I  hope  ours  shall  be, 
all  ceremony  must  be  discarded;  there  can  be  no  pleasure 
where  correspondents  stand  upon  punctilios.  I  shall 
write  you  as  often  as  I  find  myself  in  a  humour;  and  if 
you  intrust  me  with  any  of  your  poetical  or  other  produc- 
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tions,  you  may  depend  upon  my  sincerity,  however  my 
judgment  may  be  c»Ued  in  question.  In  return  for  this  I 
expect  a  cessation  of  compliments,  and  as  frequent  letters 
as  you  think  proper.  We  Cits  are  awkward  at  compli- 
menting ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to  eiqpose  my  incapacity 
that  way,  even  to  my  finend.  So  no  more  of  Indian  shells, 
&c.  Tim  scrawl  will  convince  you  I  am  no  ways  entitled 
to  what  you  say. 

"  The  pUyhouses  opened  some  time  ago.  I  think  they 
tell  me  that  Miss  Bellamy  is  dead,  and  that  Mrs.  Cibl>er  in 
recovered.  Miss  Pritchard  has  appeared  with  applause  in 
the  character  of  Juliet.  She  comes  upon  the  stage  much 
against  her  mother's  inclination.  I  have  not  seen  her  yet, 
to  I  cannot  prognosticate  her  fate.  She  has  had  every 
help,  hut,  I  am  told,  she  wants  sensibility.  A  week  or  two 
ago  I  laughed  heartily  at  The  Miser,  Shuter  did  his  part 
to  admiration ;   I  forgot  the  actor  in  the  character.* 

"  Although  I  seldom  saunter  into  the  Greeu  Room,  I 
now  and  then  hear  a  litUe  of  the  theatrical  secrets;  and,  if 
my  intelligence  is  true,  the  town  will  be  fed  with  no  better 
me  this  winter  than  it  was  the  last.  They  speak  of  some 
tragedies ;  but  I  am  tired  of  the  serious,  and  long  for  the 
comic.  Most  of  our  bards  disdain  the  sock  and  affect  the 
buskin.  What  the  deuce  have  we  to  do  with  kings  and 
emperors  ?  Whaf  s  Hecuba  to  me,  or  I  to  Hecuba?  Let 
me  have  a  lively  representation  of  life.  A  good  comedy 
laughs  us  oat  of  our  folhes,  and  is  really  improving.  A 
poetical  genius,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  passions,  are  all 
that  are  required  in  a  tragic  writer ;  but  for  one  to  succeed 
in  comedy,  how  many  qualities  are  necessary  ?  An  inti- 
mate acquaintance  of  life  and  manners ;  a  perspicuity  to 
develope  the  movements  of  the  mind;  a  promptitude  of  dis- 
covering the  ridiculous  parts  of  action ;  a  gaiety  of  disposi- 
tion, jomed  to  a  pointed  irony  and  delicate  wit.  This  is 
what  1  understand  by  the  vis  comica,  which  the  antients 
praised  so  much  in  Menander,  and  of  which  we  have  in- 
stances in  some  of  our  own  comedies. 

"  I  have  just  now  before  me  a  tragedy  called  Minorca,t 

*  See  »  cnrioDi  ueoout  at  S/tuler  the  ictor  in  W.  Ji,;'g  Ufa  of  Rev. 
CandiB  Winter,  ISO!),  pp.  35-37.  He  attended  the  miniatry  of  Mr. 
WUttfficId  at  Tottenham -court  chapel,  and  the  preacher  once  iddrened  him 
>BJMdiiaJ{)r  from  the  pulpit,  "  And  thau,  poor  Rambler,  &c." 

f  Thk  contemptible  tragedy  vaa  hj  Henry  Dill,  17!)6,  juBt  anerthe  place 
tram  which  it  la  namsd  wa*  taken.    Dill  wu  a  boolcaeller.    Sm  an  account 
orbinin"UtetarTAaeGdotei,"  III.  S41. 
VOL.  VII.  R 
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but  I  would  rather  have  ttood  my  chance  of  a  fire  of  a 
bomb  in  Fort  St.  Philip's  than  be  obliged  to  read  its  whole 
three  acts.  It  is  even  worse  Uian  John  fade's,*  I  hope  I 
do  not  know  the  author. 

**  Hare  you  seen  Sally's  f  prize  poem  7  They  tell  me 
it  ia  wretched  stuffy  a*  are  all  bis  compositions.  Complin 
meats  to  Dr.  Gilbert ;  and  am,  dear  m,  yonr  friend  and 
servant,  "  J.  GsAixaBB. 

"  PJ3.  I  shall  write  the  Doctor  soon." 

*'  ***  Let  me  know  yoiur  determination  soon ;  and  in 
the  interim  send  me  the  first  Elegy  [of  Tibnllos].  The 
difference  of  stanza  shall  be  apologised  for  in  the  Adrer- 
tisement.:t    Think  of  some  notes." 

Rev.  T.  Pbbct  to  Dr.  Gsainobk. 

"  EMton  HoulHit,  Hwdi  34,  llil. 
*<Mt  obar  Gbainger, 
"  I  hope  before  this  you  have  received  a  packet  &om 
me,  contaming  your  AdvertiBement,  with  a  few  slightmar- 
ginal  remarks :  I  inclosed  it  in  a  cover  to  my  LonTScsaez, 
having  had  occasion  to  write  to  him;  and  I  hope  one  of  his 
servants,  or  the  Penny  Post,  have  before  this  conveyed  it 
to  you.  I  am  ashamed  to  make  you  pay  postage  for  trifles 
of  so  littlp  value  as  my  billets ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 

*  John  Slade  «u  a  Uenteiiuit  of  mtrlnee,  tod  loat  hit  lifc  Id  the  BamQ. 
Iki,  when  tktf  riUp  wu  cut  kwj,  Feb.  IS,  1T60.  Ho  wrata  "  Lova  wmi 
Dat;,'  a  truedr,  1756.  It  wu  actod  for  one  nl^t  Dnlji  at  tlw  HajmwkEt 
Ulcere,  bj  himieir  and  friendi. 

t  The  Rev.  Qeorge  Btllj,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Kiog'i  CoIlegB,  CainbHd{e. 
Ha  pined  the  priie  for  the  Seatoiiiai]  poem  in  the  mrt  I7S6  anil  ITM,  h^ 
""  *-" — '-«  poemi,  "  Hie  Jiutice  of  the  Sapieine  Bein|,"  awl  "The  W>«- 


le  (bUowing  poea 
3m  of  the  Suprei 


priia,  but  hit  poem  wai  rqected  in  fkvaur  of  one  bj  Dr.  Oljnn.  He,  bow- 
am,  pnbUaiuid  hii  poem.  The  lubject  wu  "IIm  Day  of  Jodgmaat." 
(Hanthlr  Reriew,  mi.  39S,  404.)  Bnt  tht*  nijectioD  did  not  deter  Um  ham 
wrldng  (or  the  next  jeir^  V'^'  *'"'°  ^^  ***  ■C>'<i  mcceaiftil ;  the  mbjeet, 
■'  The  ProTidence  of  the  Sapreme  Being,"  criUdMd  in  HoBthlr  Rarriair, 
xix.588.  UlTSShewuprMentedtatbersotorro/Houtoii,  UMapaUre. 
t  Dr.  Grainger  thiu  ootlcet  Mr.  Fercj'i  usiataBce  in  liif  niJirnHwimim 
toTlbaUm:  "  He  tnnilator  niut  retorn  hii  linoera  thanks  to  a  wwtk j 
friiad  tm  hii  elegant  trandatioo  of  the  fint  Elegj,  and  of  OirM'a  poau  om 
the  death  of  Tibailoi.  B;  what  accident  hii  own  brsoilaUM  of  Ihe  Snt 
B1^7  wai  loit  ii  of  no  couiaqoeQce ;  espedalij,  t«o,  u  die  reader,  (ram  k 
peruMl  of  Mr.  P[ercr]^  ipedman,  wiil  probablj  be  inidiiwt  to  wiih  that 
Bwna  of  Ihoie  now  pnlitiiliBd  bad  under) 
la  luul  likemie  triiulated  Oum." 
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mj  ctoek  of  franln  is  almost  gone.  However,  I  will 
■IwKyt  teaetve  one  or  two  to  taTe  yoa  the  payment  of 
dooUe  letter*,  thongb  MmetiiDeB  I  may  take  the  liberty 
to  cJurge  a  am^  one  to  yoo. 
"  Last  night  I  sat  down  to  consider  the  two  or  three 
es  which,  in  your  last,  yon  particularly  recxxn- 
i  to  me.  I  have  patched  up  two  of  them  after  some 
hshion,  which  I  shall  here  send  you.  Excuse  the  mean- 
nesB  of  them ;  titey  will,  perha|M,  suggest  something  better 
for jro«  to  substitute  in  their  room.  The  first  passage  ia 
ia  mleg.  5,  lib.  1,  s.  28, '  Garmlus  in  Dominae  ludere  vema 
nou,'  ftc.  What  if  the  whole  passage  in  yonr  rersion 
from  ver.  35  to  ver.  S9,  were  thus  altered  and  contracted : 

"  I  fond];  thoucht,  nmt  auid,  ^  I  thoagkt  la  nin, 
B^thoKuaa  wisk  jtob  to  lire  ■  Tilhgti  imiD, 
Wben  noddiDf  [wavinr]  Cetei  siki  the  iNper'i  band, 
Defia,  I  mU,  will  gwiTtba  nq»r-bnd, 
*  0'«r  tte  i^  hM9«  at  Ttaltge  <riU  pracida. 
And  watdi  Uie  mnM  that  flcnri  a  liiupid  tide ; 
imi  oonnt  mf  flocki,  to  daap  wtll  fKquent  deign  , 

"  BT  of  mf  mcniil  (rain ; 

he  'U  load  each  mial  di 

a  folden  dieaf  aarign, 
CatM  [fM«tB]'far  mf  (old,  rich  cluitenfor>nTTlae.t 

If  you  look  into  the  original  you  will  see  the  reasons  for 
the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  altering  the  above,  though 
some  of  uiem  are  merely  to  avoid  repetition  of  the  same 
epitheta  or  riiymes. 

**  The  other  passage  is  in  Elegy  6,  lib.  1,  line  1, '  Htuio 
eectnere  diem  Farcie,'  &c.     Accept  this  humble  attempt. 


("  nil  daf ,''  the  Siiter-Fatel  projilietic  mnt, 
I  aacred  twine  along,) 
;he  ndi  the  doom  [tbU 
VboM  ooaifCnat  ana  Mali  drive  the  Tanqoirii'd  QanL'  i 


And  aniiilDg  drew  the  aacrcd  twine  ilou,) 
"  He  ooDea  ^r  ahall  the  godi  the  doom  [that  bow]  teeall,) 


Whoaeai 

*  Orthu: 

At  Tiatata  wiU  the  Loaded  baakata  foide, 
And  ntch  the  suat  thafi  preaa'd  a  foamloc  tide, 
t  This  veraion  wai  far  the  moat  part  adopted  bf  Dr.  Oiaingcr. 
I  Hie  uaage  wai  thus  (inallr  printed  bj  Dr.  Grainger. 
"  Tlila  atjr,"  (the  Patea  foretold  In  aaered  long, 

A>d  arnging  dmr  the  rilal  twine  along.) 
"  He  cornea,  nor  ahall  the  goda  the  doom  recall. 
He  CMO,  whMa  nrord  ahaU  qaeU  the  rebel  QmL" 
B3 
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I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  vary  the  second  distich  a 
good  deftl  ^m  yours,  biecause  I  apprehend  Aunc  fare  is 
more  hterally  rendered  by  he  cotncM,  &c.  than  as  it  is  in 
youra.  Tour  third  disticii  will  either  come  in  after  mine, 
or  may  be  omitted ;  and  the  4th  may  be  immediately 
connected  to  the  above,  which  will  be  most  UteraL  I 
chose  the  word  Agmtataa,  as  I  think  modem  names  shauld, 
if  possible^  be  avoided. 

'^Aa  to  the  third  passage.  Elegy  9,  Hb.  1,  line  35-38, 
*  At  Venus,'  &c.  I  can  either  make  no  sense  of  it,  or  else  it 
will  be  such  a  sense  as  I  choose  to  have  nothing  to  do  witb. 
So  that  I  would  advise  you  wholly  to  omit  the  i 
tiie  coonexioD  will  be  better  without  them,  viz.  thus : 


I  hope  you  will  weed  out  all  such  descriptions  as  this  we 
have  passed  over ;  it  will  be  acceptable  to  all  whose  appro- 
batioQ  a  deniable.    I  am  ever  yours, 

«  T.  Percy." 
'*  For  Dr.  Grainger,  at  Mrs.  Clarke's,  in  Bond-street, 
Wall'-brook,  London." 


Dr.  Gbainoeb  to  the  Rev.  T.  Perot. 
"  My  dbab  Fbibnd,  [itst.] 

"  I  have  considered  your  case  with  all  the  attention  I 
master  of,  and  can  assure  you  that  you  have  no  occasion 
to  apprehend  either  a  radical  decay  or  a  blindness.  It  is 
indeed  not  surprising  that  you  should  suspect  either ;  1 
know  how  precious  to  a  man  of  letters  are  his  eyes,  and, 
of  course,  how  very  discouraging  are  the  most  distant  ap- 
prehensions of  lonng  them.  I  myself  was  once  afiraid  of 
goinf  blind,  and  had  the  floating  atoms  as  you  have,  but, 
by  the  course  which  I  shall  recommend  to  you,  am  now, 
thank  God,  greatly  recovered. 

**  In  the  firat  place,  you  must  stnun  your  eyes  as  little 
as  possible  by  study,  and  never  by  candlelight. 

"  2.  When  you  read,  exclude  all  glare,  shading  your  eyes 
with  green  silk ;  which  should  also  be  worn  when  you  go 
abroad ;  at  least,  you  ought  to  flap  your  hat. 

"  3.  Keep  your  head  always  close  shaved,  bathing  it 
every  mommg  and  evening  in  cold  water. 

*  TUi  niamtioB  wu  tdoplcd  hj  Dr.  Oningu. 
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'   4.  Take  a  pinch  of  the  following  sauff  every  night, 
half  an  hour  b^ore  yon  go  to  bed : 
B.   Fol.  siccat,  asar, 
— — "      Majoran. 

Lavendol. 

Tabac  a'  3j  M,  conterant.  omnia 

aimul  in  polTerem, 
The  more  it  makes  you  sneeze,  and  opens  your  head,  the 
better. 

"  5.  Bathe  your  eyea  three  or  four  times  a  day  vrith  the 
following  cc^yrium : 

^    Aq.  Regin.  Hung. 

8p.  Vin.  Camphorat.  a'  ^i 
—  Lavend,  comp.  ^iss  M. 
"6.   Add  a  scruple  of  camphire  to  an  ounce  of  the 
white  ointment  of  the  London  (Uspensatory,  and  put  the 
bulk  of  a  pea  in  the  inner  comer  of  each  eye  when  you  go 
to  bedf  which  ought  always  to  be  before  eleven  o'clock. 
"  7<  Once  a  week  use  any  gentle  purgative. 
'*  8.  High-seasoned  foods,  and  those  of  a  gross  nature, 
are  impro^, 

"  9.  Dnnk  valerian  instead  of  tea,  infusing  some  rose- 
mary,  e.  g.  one  half  with  the  valerian.  Avoid  malt  liquors. 
Wine  alone,  or  wine  and  water,  are  your  best  drink. 

"  10.  I  think  a  seton  should  be  cut  in  your  neck;  but, 
above  all,  I  would  advise  you  to  hasten  to  town,  where 
you  shall  want  for  no  help  that  physic  and  surgery  can 
administer. 

"  And  now,  my  dear  Percy,  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  not  one  line  shall  be  printed  that  can  give  modesty 
the  smallest  apprehension.  I  shall  adopt  your  version  of 
the  5th  and  8th  El^,*  and  leave  out  some  of  the  suspi- 
oouB  verses  in  the  9th.  I  have  read  over  your  remarks, 
and  think  most  of  them  very  just.  I  cannot,  however^ 
help  differing  from  you  with  n^rd  to  the  lOSth  and 
109th  Imes  of  the  5th  El^y  of  Book  IT.  I  have  not 
lived  so  much  in  the  country  as  you,  but  methinks  I  have 
have  often  heard  a  hther  there  talk  of  his  son's  resem- 
blance to  himself,  and  hope  that  he  woold  one  day  either 
be  a  captun  or  the  parson  of  the  parish.  Besides,  yoii 
will  please  to  consider  that  the  Roman  husbandmen 
were  different  even  from  our  yeomanry.    It  is  strange, 

*  OrTlbaOat. 
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bat  it  is  true,  those  Elf^s  Tvhioh  you  jusdy  find  most 
fiiult  wi^,  were  those  that  gave  the  most  trouble  in  trans- 
lating.  But  you  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  clotlie  a  common 
thought  in  poeticftl  Enghsh.  I  thank  you  foi  your  emen- 
dation of  the  Advertisement.     It  was  seat  me  in  due  time. 

"  In  expectation  of  a  proof-sheet,  which  had  been  posi- 
tively promised  me  this  night,  I  have  kept  my  letter  open 
till  twdve  at  night.  But  no  proof.  Should  we  not  damn 
these  lying  scoundrel  printers  ?" 

"  To  the  Rev*  Mr.  Percy,  Eaaton  Mauduit" 


Dr.  Qbainoer  to  Rev.  T.  Pbbct. 

['<  Hinii  30, 17ST.] 

"  What  you  mention  with  regard  to  the  ointment  really 
astonishes  me;  and  the  more  so,  as  a  gentleman  who 
kboured  under  the  same  eye  disorder  whicD  you  hare,  and 
for  whom  I  had  ordered  it  some  time  ago,  came  the  other 
day  to  Bond's  Court  to  thank  me  for  the  service  which  it 
had  done  him.  But  there  is  no  opposing  experience,  and 
therefore  I  the  more  readily  concur  with  you  in  not  giving 
it  a  second  opportunity  of  doing  you  mischief.  P^iaps, 
though,  it  might  be  expedient  to  mix  one  part  of  my  cont- 
ment  with  three  parts  of  the  camphorated  white,  to  be 
used  at  bed-time. 

**  That  the  electuary  for  the  first  two  or  three  times 
should  scour  you  is  not  amazing.  Diminish  the  dose,  and 
take  it  but  twice  a  week.  Some  little  discharge  by  the 
intestines  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  you  from  the 
condition  of  your  poetical  predecessors.  Homer  and 
Milton. 

"  Wilt  mV  friend  excuse  me  ?  Do  you  know  I  am  half 
pleased  to  tnink  that  Korthamptonshire  eeUier  does  not 
suit  you  so  well  as  London  (ur.  Is  not  that  ao  indication 
of  your  being  visibly  most  cut  out  for  our  metropolis? 
Would  to  God  you  had  a  fot  city  living,  then  you  Bnould 
drink  water  and  I  would  boose  wine. 

'*Tibullus  goes  on  most  miserably  slow.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, soon  send  you  down  a  third  sheet.  Pray  set  about 
the  first  Elegy  of  the  third  Book,  and  think  of  the  Pan^iyric. 
We  are  to  appear  in  two  volumes. 

**  Mr.  Johnson  asked  for  you  venr  kindly  Sunday  last, 
As  did  Miss  Williams.  Messrs.  l^imer  and  Bourryau 
are  still  in  Hampshire.    Douglass  and  In^^iam  are  daily 
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Boing  aboat  Hekin^  whom  they  m&y  cttie,  no  doabt,  as  is, 
3ear  Percy, 

"  Your  Mend, 

*' J.  Gbaingbr. 
"  P.  B.  The  money  haa  not  been  called  for.    Pray  «nd 
me  a  new  note  of  the  people  to  whom  I  am  to  pay  it,  the 
old  beinff  lost." 
"  To  we  Rev.  Mr.  Percy,  at  Easton  Mauduit." 

"  Dear  Pebcy>  Ftb.  ir&s. 

"  I  was  greatly  coni^med  to  find  by  the  papers  that 
Lord  SoBsex.*  was  dead ;  and  I  sincerely  sympatmse  with 
you  on  the  vast  loss  you  must  have  sustained  by  this 
nnbappy  erent  He  was  your  friend,  and  had  intereet; 
and  your  peraonal  merit  authorised  him  to  say  everything 
in  your  uivour.  But  I  hope  imiemes  giium.  My  friend 
must  be  a  dignified  churchman.  In  the  meantime  I 
would  advise  you  to  attempt  an  alleviation  of  vour  soiTOWS 
by  celebrating  the  virtues  of  the  deceased  in  an  Elegy. 
You  who  have  done  such  justice  to  TibuUus,  must  suc- 
ceed when  the  subject  is  yoxu*  friend  and  patron. 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  elegant  version  you  have  sent 
me.  I  have  read  it  to  some  folks  of  real  taste,  who  all 
approve  of  it.  Mr.  Strahanjf  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
ana  some  others,  are  at  present  upon  an  extensive  plan  oC 
a  Monthly  Chronicle  iX  &Qd  as  they  have  often  heard  me 
praise  your  poetical  talents,  they  desire  me  to  engage  you 
to  furnish  mem  with  poetrv.  They  are  determined  to 
publish  nothing  in  that  way  out  what  is  good,  and  there- 
fore they  ere  very  uigent  with  me  for  your  Scotch  song.^ 
Shall  I  let  them  have  it  ?||  It  can  do  you  no  harm,  or 
rather  it  wiU  do  you  honour  when  the  author  is  named, 
1  shall  now  and  tiien  send  them  a  little  supply  t  and  if 
yon  will  also  at  your  leisure  let  tbem  have  some  fresh, 

*  a«arge  Atwnitiu  Ydrartoii  niocc«d«d  hu  htbar  u  ucaiid  Earl  of 
SoMex  tn  1731,  Oad  i.  p.  Jan.  S,  1758,  and  m  buried  t  EutoiLMudBit. 
(JSiyiffit't  Pemg^i  tL  631 A  Hr.  Fercjr  •ppcan  to  hafe  ndtcsn  m  Ode  In 
honour  of  him.  (S«e  p.  267-)  He  wu  mccMded  b;  bit  brother  ind  hett 
Hsnrj,  vho  died  April  33, 1799, 1,  p.  when  the  euUom  of  Suhz  bacuM 


I  "  O  Niame,  wOt  thoa  giag  wHb  ne?" 
1  ItdUnet^ptubiaieamdlbaidae. 
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wboleaome,  coantry  fare,  tbey  will  not  be  ni^;ardly  to  us 
in  their  acknowledgments. 

"  Mr.  Crier  cannot  be  induced  to  deal  yet  for  awbile 
with  your  brother*  upon  any  other  terma  than  those 
already  apedfied.  The  men  of  money  are  andt  cool, 
tardy,  circumfipect  moles,  that  I  have  no  patience  with 
them.  Your  brother  should  come  to  town  as  soon  as  bis 
affairs  will  permit  him.  More  may  be  done  by  half  an 
hour's  conversation  than  fifty  letters  can  eTer  effectuate. 

"  Let  me  have  Ovidf  by  the  first  opportunity.  Mr. 
Binnel^  writes  me  that  it  is  both  exact  and  elegant.  It 
will  be  a  great  ornament  to  the  Life.§     I  can  say  of  the 

fress  what  some  body  says  in  Terence  of  an  old  woman, 
^ink,  Movet  sed  non  pjvmovet.  I  shall,  however,  soon 
send  you  the  first  sheet  of  the  second  volume,  Mr.  B  [innel] 
makes  a  conspicuous  figure  in  it;  for  which,  as  well  as 
for  many  other  favours,  1  am,  dear  Percy,  your  friend, 
"  Jas.  Grainger, 
"P.S.  Direct  to  me  in  Walbrook,  simply.  Vida,  &c. 
came  to  hand,  for  which  I  thauk  you." 


"  My  dear  Percy,  Feb.  i758. 

"  Inclosed  you  have  your  paper  properly  signed,  of 
which  I  give  you  joy.  It  only  cost  14s.  (>d.  I  am  sorry 
it  was  not  sent  you  last  week,  but  I  had  not  time  to  write 
you.  Even  now  at  this  instant  I  steal  half  an  hour  from 
Van  Swieten,  as  ray  last  examinations  before  the  College 
come  on  the  next  Friday,  and,  though   I  have  hitherto 


April  26,  1763.  Heir  ,  _         ^    .    _  _         . 

nila  from  Briilgnorth,  vhcre  Fcrcj  wu  bom.  Mr.  Binnel,  u  sppcan  bj 
tbii  correBpondence,  wis  much  cnnaalteU  bj  Mr.  Fere;  and  Dr.  Cbainger  em 
their  poemi.  !□  the  AdrirtiEemeDtto  hix  TrensUtioD  of  Tibnlliu,  Gninger 
h;*,  "  He  i>  particularly  obliged  to  hit  friend  [Percf]  for  hsTiDg  promed 
him  the  (aluahlo  oniitance  of  aaotber learned  HenlleDiaa  [Mr.Binael]  ;  iA» 
not  odIt  took  the  troable  to  compare  bii  leriion  of  the  three  tut  bookivilh 
1  him    ■■  


the  original )  but  alio  faToured  him  Ttith  tome  notn,  which  c 
chief  Oinimeot  of  the  second  lolnme.  Thiu,  like  tbcBritoniof  old,  the 
tranaUtor  baa  called  in  aaiillariea  to  conqner  liim."  Tbae  notca  were 
abiued  bj  Dr.  Smollett  in  the  CridcHl  Beriew,  See  Dr.  GralnKOi'i  letter  ta 
Fercf,  Jan.  10,  IT59,  p.  268.  It  gfipenn  thstallMr.  Binnel'i  notei  in  lis 
oiiglaal  edition  are  maiked.  Tbe  notes  were  not  re))riiited  in  Clulmn'l 
edition  ofthe  PoeU. 
lOfTibnllai. 
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acqnittfid  myself  to  the  satdshction  of  the  President  and 
Censors,  and  have  no  great  reason  to  be  afraid  of  my  sub- 
seqoent  trials,  I  am  determined  to  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  pazale  me.  I  gave  G.'*'  that  part  of  yonr  letter 
to  me,  which  related  to  Shin-pinz-Sin.  He  did  not  seem 
to  approve  of  the  manner  in 'iriuch  you  propose  to  treat 
that  fair  foreigner.  He  wants  a  pleasing  romance,  and 
yoQ  talk  of  a  &ithfal  copy ;  but  he  is  to  write  to  you,  and 
till  then  I  would  not  have  you  begin  your  r^acciamenio. 
Hare  you  yet  thanked  Mr.  Binnel  for  the  many  excellent 
notes  he  has  sent  me  ?  If  you  have  not,  I  beg  you  will, 
as  I  myself  shall  do  as  soon  as  I  con  sit  down  to  scribble 
with  a  cheerful  disposition.  What  scoundrels  these  print- 
ers are!  I  have  had  but  four  sheets  since  my  return 
from  the  North,  and  these  too,  as  I  observe  by  your  last, 
not  over  correct.  Were  I  impatient  to  be  an  author, 
their  slowness  would  heartily  teaze  me ;  but  while  I  am 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  pubhc  I  consider  myself  as  so 
long  reprieved  &om  the  cruel  fangs  of  those  savage  beasts 
the  Critical  Reviewers.  The  tragedy  of  Agist  is  much 
fdlowed,  and  much  decried.  I  have  not  seen  it  per- 
formed, and  from  the  first  act  of  it,  which  I  have  read  at 
Strahan's,  have  no  curiosity.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is 
what  we  in  the  city  call  good  mercantable  ware,  for  it  will 
bring  Home  in  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds.  How 
easily  some  folks  make  their  money  I  There  is  more  real 
merit  in  your  translation  of  the  first  Elegy  of  Hbullns, 
than  in  all  I  have  read  of  that  performance.  If  you 
intend  to  favour  the  public  with  any  poetry  for  March,  it 
cannot  be  sent  too  soon,  as  you  wUl  in  that  case  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  it  in  proof,  which  I  assure  is  of 
reu  use  to  an  editor.  I  met  Mr.  Apperley  yesterday  in 
the  street.  We  are  soon  to  regale  on  beefsteaks  at  Horse- 
man's, when  we  certainly  shul  not  forget  our  Reverend 
friend.     Remember  Ovid's  Elegy."t 


"  Dbaa  Pbrct,  [Feb.  i7se.] 

"I  am  at  last  able  to  sit  down,  with  the  pen  in  my  hand, 
to  thank  you  for  your  last  obliging  Letter,  and  to  acquaint 

*  Hr.  Griffitlu,  Bftenrudi  Dr.  Orifithi,  ths  bookitUcr,  and  proprKtor  of 
the  Monthly  R«Ti«w. 

t  B;  John  Home,  the  Hlhor  of  "Douglu,"  and  other  truedlea.  He 
dM  Sept.  4,  ie08.     Seep.  351. 

t  On  TUnUnf ;  printed  la  Grainser'i  lib  of  nbaUdj. 
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you  that  I  have  talked  with  Griffiths  about  the  Chinese 
novel.  He  tells  me  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  fcMinal 
bargain ;  you  are  to  translate  it  into  good  reading  Kngliah, 
and  he  is  to  pay  you  fifty  guineas  for  your  pains.  You  are 
to  add  not«8  to  explun  the  more  uncommon  costwu,  and 
are  to  introduce  the  whole  with  a  prebtory  diBoourae  npm 
the  manner  of  writing  in  China.  For  this  sapemniaeniT 
labour  he  jpromises  to  let  you  hare  some  copies  for  yorarseu 
and  frien(u.  Ishoaldreally  have  been  maoh  pleased  if  Grif- 
fiths would  have  remitted  you,  at  present,  part  of  the  price, 
but  I  find,  from  the  best  authority,  that  this  is  seldom  uFever 
done.  I  therefore  told  Griffiths  it  would  beobligiogme  to 
let  you  have  part  in  hand,  to  animate  you  in  your  drudguy. 
But  he  rephed,  "  Should  any  accident  happen  to  your 
friend,  before  the  Tersion  is  finished,  my  money  would  be 
lost,  as  none  but  Mr.  Percy  can  perform  our  agreement." 
In  short,  after  much  pro-ing  and  con-ing,  he  at  last  tcdd 
me,  that  as  soon  as  the  whole  MS.  was  sent  him  he 
would  remit  you  the  fifty  guineas,  whereas  the  ctutom 
was  never  to  pay  the  whole  till  the  last  sheet  was  sent  to 
the  press ;  and,  indeed,  I  myself  know  this  to  be  tme ; 
you  must  therefore  set  about  Shui-ping-Bin  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  when  you  have  finished  the  first  two  books 
dispatch  them  up.  He  shall  then  pay  you  the  hal^  becaose 
the  work  may  be  given  to  the  printer.  It  yields  me  a  real 
satisfaction  to  find  that  you  are  so  well  with  your  new 
Lord.*  In  truth,  if  he  is  a  man  of  sense  and  politeness, 
I  never  doubted  of  your  acquiring  his  esteem.  It  is  nry 
ohli^ng  in  you  to  impress  his  Lordship  with  favourable 
notions  of  your  friend.  The  countenance  of  a  man  of  audi 
foshion  would  be,  no  doubt,  of  consequence  to  me,  in  my 
medical  advances.  Is  bis  Lordship  fond  of  poetry}  1 
think  your  late  patron  was  not.  Inclosed  you  have  the 
third  sheet  of  the  second  volume.  In  this  proof  you  will 
find  the  Latin  and  English  correspond.  This  was  not 
attended  to  in  the  first  volume,  and  is  a  real  blemish.  But 
if  ever  our  work  comes  to  another  edition,  it  shall  be 
amended.  T  lately  received  a  most  friendly  letter  from 
good  Mr.  Binnel.  He  makes  a  distinguished  figure  in 
^is  part  of  the  work.  I  thank  you  agun  and  again  for  my 
introduction  to  his  friendship.  He  tells  me  that  your 
translation  of  Ovid  is  so  correct  you  have  left  him  nothing 
•  Henry  Lord  Gn;  de  Ratliru,  tbird  Earl  of  SoMk.  He  dtod  Aiiril  M, 
1789,  ■*.  70. 
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to  do.     He  coold  not  aay  ao  of  my  poetry.    There  he  was 
fully  employed.    The  Latin  Poem*  you  sent  me — 

■  Ii  til  wltb  T«Dtu'  ceatni  bonnd.' 
Pray  who  is  the  author  of  it  ?  Am  I  to  congratulate  yoa 
waoa  this  happy  effort  of  elegant  genius.  It  goes  into  the 
Gland  Magazine  this  month ;  where  you  wul  again  find 
your  friend  making  fine  speeches  to  a  Water  Nymph,  and 
hymning  the  praisea  of  Cheerfulness.  The  proprietors  are 
detemuned  to  admit  nothing  in  the  poetical  way  but  what 
is  new,  and  seems  to  be  beautiful.  Do  let  me  bare  some- 
thing of  yours  for  the  next  month.  You  and  I,  methinks, 
may  supply  them  with  poetry  for  the  half  year  at  least." 


*'  DbAR  PbBGT,  Wilbrook,  April  4,  1758. 

**  I  eongratulate  you  on  your  return  to  Baston,  and  hope 
soon  to  be  favoured  with  the  fruits  of  your  retirement 
It  is  the  general  opinion  that  Dodsley's  two  last  Tolnmes 
are,  npon  the  whole,  greatly  inferior  to  their  predeceisors. 
Doddy  himself  thinks  otherwise ;  hut,  as  Oil  Bias  saya, 
"  Cela  sent  de  I'apopUxie."  His  play,  however,  I  am 
told,  is  a  good  one,  and  though  refused  by  that  great 
Cfmno'  of  theatrical  merit,  Mr.  G.t  greatiy  preferable  to 
Agis.^  In  truth  it  had  need,  for  never  did  I  read  a  tragedy 
with  mnebi  less  merit,  than  this  last  of  Mr.  Home's,  His 
very  Mends  are  half  ashamed  of  it,  alt  but  Sir  Harry 
Srskine  and  Lord  Bute  i  the  former  of  whom  wrote  the  pro- 
logoB,  and  a  pamphlet  in  praise  of  it,  as  the  latter  dra^d 
the  Prince  of  Wales  twice  to  its  representation.  The 
author,  in  the  mean  while,  if  he  has  not  much  praise,  has 
got  much  pudding,  and  that,  you  know,  to  a  North 
Cottntry  Bud,  ii  no  small  consolation.  Ton  ought,  how- 
ever, to  be  informed,  tliat  Agis  X  vaa  sent  to  Gtirrick  so 
reeonuncnded  aa  that  he  could  not  refuse  it;  for  I  am  right 
wall  uaured  his  opinion  of  that  play  and  mine  is  the  same. 
He  lefosed  it  three  or  four  years  ago,  but  then  Lord  Bute 
was  not  omnipotent  at  the  Prions  Court  Have  you 
seen  the  March  Magasine }  The  two  Sonnets  §  are  there 
inserted,  as  the  '  Hint  to  the  Poets  '||  will  be  in  the  next 
month.  TheElegyand  Dialogue^  are  mine.  The  last  poem 
is  miserably  printed.    This  I  have  the  more  reason  to  be 

•  Sae  B.  UT.  t  Owriek.  1  See  p.  249. 

S8c^.227.  I  Seep.  228.  t  Seep.  237. 
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angry  with,  as  I  corrected  the  proof  sheet  myself.  How 
do  you  like  these  poems !  Send  me  'Ovid  '*  immediately, 
aad  you  may  depend  upon  the  punctual  payment  of  your 
bill.  I  was  lately  admitted  a  member  of  the  College  ;t  Bud 
am  ever  your  friend,  J.  G." 

"  DbAU  PbBCY,  WtUbrook,  April  14,  1758. 

"  I  received  your  bill,  and  the  money  shall  be  paid  as 
soon  aa  it  is  called  for.  I  have  also  read  Griffiths'  letter. 
Tou  must  comply  with  his  request,  and  if  the  specimen  is 
approved  of,  you  ought  forthwith  to  bind  him  down  to 
articles  ;  booksellers,  since  the  days  of  old  Ben,  have  been 
a  shuffling  set  of  selfish  knaves, 

"  Your  poemj  pleases  me.  And  so,  my  friend,  I  find  you 
have  got  it — Pectus  est  quod  disertos  facit.  None  of 
your  social  turn  would  desert  your  beloved  companion, 
and  brave  the  elements,  without  some  very  valuable  con- 
sideration in  view,  and  what  that  consideration  should  be, 
I,  who  have  read  IHbullns,  can  be  at  no  loss  to  guess. 
Pray,  may  not  I  know  the  lady's  name  ?§  and  what  pro- 
gress you  have  made  in  her  Actions  ?  for  I  am  gT«itly 
mistaken  if  she  has  not  got  possession  of  a  good  part  of  your 
heart  It  runs  in  my  head  too  that  the  pretty  Italian 
hand  on  the  hacks  of  some  of  my  letters  is  your  favoarite's 
writing.  Is  it  not  so,  my  friend  i  And  now,  by  way  of 
drawing  from  you  your  secret,  I  will  freely  impart  to  von 
my  own  situation.  Tou  may  remember  I  told  you,  wnen 
last  in  town,  that  I  had  some  design  of  opening  honour- 
able trenches  against  a  physician's  daughter  in  tiie  city. 
I  did  so,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  find  that  my  artillery  had 
made  a  sufficient  lodgment  in  the  heart  of  Miss  Sophy ; 
but,  alas  !  when  I  expected  the  capitulation  would  liave 
been  signed  upon  my  own  terms,  in  stepped  a  demon 
called  a  settlement,  and  efiectually  haffied  aU  my  preten- 
sions. In  short,  I  have  been  obliged  to  ndse  tiie  siege, 
and,  tiiongh  the  governor  of  the  place  is  wholly  in  my 
interest,  tbere  are  certain  cabinet  counsellors,  by  the 
vulgar  named  parents,  who  make  my  entry  into  the  fort 

*  See  p.  34B.  f  Of  Pbynduig  ot  London. 

t  Probabljr,  &  Sonnet  by  ferej,  beginniiiK — 

"  WUle  yon,  bir  Amu,  innocently  g>T," 
printed  in  tlie  Gnnd  Migaiioe  for  March,  ITEB,  p.  145. 

f  Hla  Anne  Qathridge  [or  Goodriche] ,  aflerwudt  Hn.  Percr.  Sw  pp. 
68. 173,ofthiiT<diiine.    And  hemfter,  p.  366, 
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wholly  inexpedient.  As  I  flattered  myself  with  success, 
and  was  really  fond  of  the  situation,  my  discomflture  has 
hurt  both  my  heart  and  my  pride.  However,  I  hope  soon 
to  rcf^n  my  former  tranquillity,  and,  if  I  feel  much  un- 
easioess  now,  it  is  chiefly  on  account  of  the  sweet  girl  of 
iriiom  I  must  no  longer  think  as  a  partner  for  life.  As 
this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  seriously  thought  of  matri- 
mony, so  I  fancy  it  will  be  the  last ;  unless  my  sentiments 
alter,  which  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  they  will  not. 

"  Never  trust  a  country  surgeon  with  inoculation.  A  fine 
face  in  the  management  of  ignorance !  for  shame,  for 
shame! 

"  We  are  got  to  the  144th  page  of  our  second  volume." 


"  Satardft^  (Mij  1758.) 

"  When  I  tell  you  that  I  write  you  this  sitting  up  in 
my  bed,  to  which  I  have  been  confined  by  a  very  severe 
indisposition,  you  Trill,  my  dear  Percy,  be  the  less  sur- 
prised that  I  have  not  sooner  thanked  yoo  for  your  last 
most  acceptable  packet.  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
your  having  found  out  a  young  lady  so  every  way  agree- 
able  to  you. 

Nan  milxacendla  BdiiTu 
Ignibu,  ingeDaoqneKmper 
AnorepeecM. 
And  you  may  believe  me  it  was  not  the  least  part  of  my 
miseiy  that  I  could  not  write  you  my  sentiments  upon 
bathing,  &c.  at  the  time  you  expected  them.  It  is  a 
favourite  practice  of  mine,  not  only  before  the  eruption, 
but  in  every  stage  of  the  small  pox ;  and  if  I  have  had 
uncommon  success  in  this  disorder,  it  is  chiefly  to  be 
ascribed  to  that,  and  to  a  blister,  which  I  never  fail  to 
apply  on  the  approach  of  the  secondary  fever.  To  this 
last  I  hope  you  will  particularly  attend,  and  not  let  a  false 
tenderness  hinder  you  from  using  the  only  medicine  which 
can  prevent  almost  all  the  inconveniences  consequent  on 
inoculation.  Though  what  I  have  said  in  praise  of  warm 
bathing  may  not  come  time  enough,  yet  this  with  regard 
to  the  epispastic  may,  I  know,  be  put  in  execution,  and, 
indeed,  renders  the  other  less  necessary.  And  npw,  my 
dear  friend,  that  your  Annie  may  have,  after  the  soibII 
pox,  the  same  brilliancy  of  charms  that  she  at  present  can 
boast  of,  is  my  most  aincere  wish. 

"  I  have  spoken  to  a  friend  of  mine,  a  Captain  of  a  man 
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of  war^  aboat  the  boy,  and  be  has  promiwd  to  fMwide  for 
him  in  about  a  month  or  biz  vcelu.  In  the  meaa  whiles 
he  need  not  lose  hifl  hours,  but  niay  employ  tliem  in  im^ 
proving  himself  in  navigation.  You  anall  know  when  it 
will  be  proper  to  send  him  up  to  town. 

"  Tour  bill  was  paid  the  morning  it  became  due,  but  1 
have  not  been  yet  able  to  send  for  yoor  faonnty  money. 
When  I  do  send  for  it  M>.  J,*  shall  reoeiTe  die  subaoip- 
tions-t  Tour  El^yt  charms  me.  It  ia  no  less  elegant  tban 
literaL    Brery  staasa  of  it  is 

'  WKh  Veon*'  CMtm  bavnd,' 
and  if  the  sotds  of  the  departed  are  oonacnous  of  what  is 
done  here  below,  that  of  ITbullus  must  be  enchanted  with 
your  performance.  The  text  in  general  is  greatly  prefer- 
able to  the  corrections,  except  in  one  or  two  places;  Mr. 
Binnel's  also,  with  regard  to  Julius,  is  rather  more  intel- 
ligible ;  but  you  shall  have  my  opinion  of  the  whole,  more 
at  lai^,  as  soon  as  my  body  is  free  from  pain,  and  my  mind 
can  iSoroughly  relish  poet^." 


"Dear  Psrcy,  Smwrdiy,  Mhj is,  nss. 

"  I  received  your  agreeable  letter  yesterday,  and  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now  perfectly  re- 
covered; for,  bating  some  transient  mental  uneauneas,  I 
can  truly  boast  of  a  metu  aaaa  in  corpore  aano,  my  late 
disorder  having,  criticaUy  as  it  were,  restored  my  heart  to 
its  wonted  perception  of  hilarity. 

"  I  mightily  approve  of  yoiu-  intention  of  translating 
the  Heroic  Epistles.  They  are  undoubtedly  the  flowerw 
Koman  gallantry.  I  have  often  lamented  their  &te  in 
English,  No  part  of  Ovid's  writings  has  bad  so  little 
justice  done  them,  and  no  part  deserved  so  much.  Witb- 
,  out  flattery,  I  think  you  qualified  for  the  task,  and,  with- 
out the  spirit  of  prophecy,  can  promisae  you  a  favourable 
reception  from  the  public.  At  least,  notliing  on  my  part 
shall  be  wanting  to  obtain  for  you  both  a  proper  en- 
couragement ^om  the  booksellers  and  proper  applause 
from  the  world.  For  this  purpose,  I  should  think  it 
advisable   that   you  sent  me  up  Penelope's   Epistle   to 

•  Dr.  JabntOB,     See  p.  359. 

t  To  Dr.  JohnioD'i  edition  of  ShaVeipMre.    , 

J  TnuuUtioit  of  tlie  fint  £)t|r  «f  niniUiii. 
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Ulyuei,  or  any  other  of  them  yon  may  like  better,  with  a 
1  of  the  notes,  that  I  may  show  them  to  Millar, 


into  cerfwily  gives  a  better  price  for  poetical  merchaDdiae 
than  any  other  of  the  trade.  Perliaps  I  may  even  assiit 
Tou  with  aa  epiatle  or  two,  in  yoar  own  stanza,  if  my 
health  ccmtinuea  unimpaired,  and  I  can  find  leisure  to 
ooort  the  inspiration  of  the  Moses. 

"The  advantagea  I  have  experienced  from  a  blister 
applied  at  the  turn  of  the  small  pox  are  briefly  these : 
1st,  it  always  moderates,  and  often  eren  extingnisbes  the 
wcondary  fever ;  and,  3dly,  by  contimung  its  drain  for 
some  time,  it  not  only  generally  prevents  slow  fevers, 
which  are  often  man  mtal  than  the  Tariolons  fever,  but 
also  hinders  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  boils,  and  other 
eruptive  distwdera,  which,  though  seldom  deadly,  are  ever 
painful  and  tedious.  After  all,  however,  if  the  lady  is  of 
a  good  habit  of  body,  and  the  symptoms  after  seizure  are 
euee^n^y  mild,  the  epispaatic  may  be  omitted.  I  am 
in  haste,l]eiDg  obliged  to  go  down  to  Blaekfaeath. 

"  Tour  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant^  J.  G. 

**  I  have  been  much  to  blame  not  to  have  thanked  Mr, 
Binnel  befcm  now  for  bis  many  favours,  but  I  shall  write 
him  MOD." 


"DsabPsBCY,  TmwUj,  M«y  30,  1768.     ., 

"  Although  I  never  doubted  of  your  capacity  to  do 
justioe  to  the  Heroic  Episdes  of  Ovid,  yet  the  specimen 
which  you  was  pleased  to  send  me  puts  your  abilities 
beyond  all  doubt,  and  this  I  the  more  oonfidentiy  write 
yon,  not  upon  my  own  judgment,  for  that  might  be 
seduced  by  my  Mendship  to  you,  but  irom  the  favourable 
oinnion  wnich  some  critical  acquaintances  of  mine  have 
passed  on  your  £pistle  of  Penelope  to  Ulysses.  I  must 
therefore  a«in  encourage  you  to  go  on  with  your  work, 
and  aa  yon  nave  succeeded  «o  well  with  the  first,  which  in 
truth  is  the  least  pleasing  of  the  collection,  you  cannot,  I 
think,  &il  to  make  the  remainder  still  more  acceptable  to 
the  English  reader ;  I  say  English  reader,  for,  as  your 
work  most  be  a  popular  book  for  the  ray  and  young,  I 
should  not  advise  you  to  publish  the  original.  AH  those 
who  can  read  Ovid  are  already  possessed  of  him,  and 
those  who  cannot  would  doubtkas  grudge  to  pay  for  what 
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they  do  not  understand.  You  see,  I  tell  yoa  my  senti- 
ments with  ireedom ;  this,  however,  is  not  to  preclude  yoo 
from  following  your  own,  which  I  shall  willingly  acquiesce 
in,  if  Mr.  Binnel  determines  for  you.  In  the  mean  time 
I  shall  send  you  the  few  obserrations  that  have  occurred 
to  me  upon  comparing  your  version  with  the  original, 
only  premisinK,  that,  as  ease  and  even  carelessness  are 
characteristic^  of  your  poet,  so  you  must  not  use  your 
critical  file  either  too  much  or  too  frequently.  I  can 
never  suspect  my  friend  for  rudeness  or  ^tortion  in  his 
compositions,  but  I  think  it  possible  you  may  polish  so 
much  as  in  [mrt  to  diminish  the  freedom  of  air  and  sharp- 
ness of  the  original.  In  short,  all  I  mean  by  this  is,  that 
I  would  have  you  no  longer  Ovid's  interpreter,  but  he. 

"  To  the  first  stanza  nothing  can  be  objected,  unless  per- 
haps it  may  be  thought  that  aendt  and  detcendi  are  too 
similar  for  harmony. 

"  The  two  following  stanzas  at  least  equal  your  origiual ; 
only  I  would  advise  you  not  to  disemoowel  adulterous 
and  widowed,  of  the  poor  vowel  e ;  your  ear  will  as^gn  you 
the  reason.  I  have  followed  this  method  in  Hbullus.  Our 
language  can  spare  no  vowels,  and  certwnly  these  ought 
never  to  be  expelled  from  their  station  where  either  the 
pronunciation  liquifies  them,  or  they  do  not  audibly  in- 
crease the  number  of  syllables. 

"  St.  4.  Is  not  Troy't  fiercett  charge  both  obscure  and 
inharmonious  ? 

"  lb.  TrembUng  is  an  epithet  never  medieaUy  applied  to 
cheeks. 

"  St.  5.    Does  the  first  line  please  you  ? 

"  I  do  not  like  the  seventh  stanza  so  well  as  I  do  the 
eighth.  I  therefore  could  have  wished  that  yon  had  here 
dilated  the  thought,  or  that  you  would  render  it  more  es- 
plicit  The  eighth  stanza  surpasses  your  text.  As  do 
the  seven  following. 

"St.  16.  Is  not  wanton  too  Ovtdian?  Too  strong  a 
likeness  is  never  graceful. 

"  St.  17.  I  do  not  much  admire  the  verb  hide,  although 
the  original  countenances  it. 

"  St.  18.  The  same  may  be  objected  to  this  as  to  the 
first  stanza ;  beside,  does  not  meet  thee  on  the  tea  hurt  the 
ear  ?  At  all  events,  the  original,  H  te  modo  viderit  m 
is  more  expressive. 
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Do  these  convey  the  full,  the  passionate  meaning  of  the 
text? 

Quid  timnm  ignoM,  tiiuM  tanen  omnia  demtm.* 

"  St.  22.     Does  not 

Qdb  Untom  lumt  Don  giuit  eue  rudet 
ingnify  something  more  than  weaving  P     I  belier^hov 
ever,  you  ooght  not  to  alter  it. 

"  St.  23, 1.  ult.  Read,  <  IVsnaported  he  toould  fly  to  ease 
my  care.'    The  two  following  stanzas  are  excellent. 

"  St.  26.  I  like  not  the  mt  line,  altboagh  vitals  is  as 
good  at  least  as  vueera  ;  should  not  the  nailia  prohiben~ 
tibui  of  the  ori^nal  be  somewhere  inserted  in  this  stanza  ?t 

"  Ton  must  write  a  note  on  the  last  line  of  the  thirtieth 
stanza,  otherwise  an  illiterate  modem  will  laugh  tit  it  as 
bnrlesque.  Brittly  is  better  than  itmnunda.  Homer 
bestows  the  epithet  Divine  upon  the  swineherd.  In 
those  rude  days,  it  was  an  of&ce  of  some  dignity  at  Court; 
and  probably  too  the  old  strolling  bard  had  often  had  the 
cravings  of  his  stomach  well  satisfied  with  a  good  rasher 
of  bacon,  and  so  was  natefuLj 

"  Will  you  not  be  obliged  to  vary  the  rhymes  of  stanza 
thirty-one  ?     Are  they  not  too  near  each  other  in  sound  ?§ 

"St.  31'  Does  not  port  include  the  idea  of  shelter? 
What  do  you  think  of 

Be  tbon  my  fnendlr  port  from  mnj  (torm, 
My  ihrinB,  &c. 

"  The  two  last  stanzas  are  greatly  beyond  your  ori^nal. 
And  thus,  my  Mend,  you  see  how  very  few  specks  my 
critical  microRCope  has  been  able  to  discover  in  the  jewel 
yoQ  bvoured  me  with.  Go,  therefore,  boldly  on  and 
prosper.  I  shall  soon  look  over  Sabinus'  EpisUes.  John- 
son II  thinks  you  may  get  fifty  pieces  for  your  work.  I 
shall  soon  shew  it  to  Millar,  and  let  you  know  his  answer, 
I  have  received  your  bounty-money,  but  have  not  yet 
pud  onr  friend^  in  Gough  Square,  he  having  always  been 
out  when  I  called  upon  him  for  that  purpose.  Tour  wie 
will  be  finished  this  week,  and  shall  be  sent  with  the  book 

•  "  Right."  T.  Peray.  t  "  lUght"  T.  P.  t"  Hi^t."  T.  P. 

i  ••  Right."  T.  P.  II  Dr.  Johiuaii, 

Y  Dt.  Jahiuon  theu  UTid  In  Gongh  Squre.     Sm  f.  3S9. 
VOL.  VII.  S 
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you  desire.  I  lately  saw  Captain  Gordon,  who  told  me 
that  he  could  immediately  provide  for  the  boy,  but  as  he 
hopes  noon  to  go  to  sea,  he  would  rather  choose,  upon  my 
account,  to  take  him  on  board  with  himself.  I  abaU  let 
you  know  what  stores  he  must  bring  along  with  him. 
Gordon  is  a  fine  fellow,  and  if  the  boy  tnniB  oat  well  he 
will  give  him  every  encouragement.  I  rejoice  with  you 
on  the  recovery  of  your  favourite,*  to  whom  pray  my 
oompUments.  I  have  not  yet  seen  Avon^f  nor  heard 
aught  of  it.  The  truth  is,  as  I  go  out  of  town  aliaoat 
every  night,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  I  have  bad  no  time 
to  call  at  Dodsley's.    Youra.    Adieu." 


"  Dbab  Percy,  Walimak,  Jue  rr,  \7m. 

"  Neither  business  nor  laziness  (a  syren  at  whose  altar 
I  too  frequently  am  a  votary)  prevented  me  from  answer- 
ing your  two  last  letters.  The  &ct  is,  Millar  has  been 
much  indisposed,  and  returned  but  yesterday  from  Bath ; 
and  as  I  advise  you  by  all  means  to  let  him  have  Gm  pro- 
perty of  Ovid,  so  I  could  not  confer  with  him  on  that  sub- 
ject. Besides,  he  being  no  judge  of  poetry  himself*  be 
will  desire  s  larger  specimen  of  the  work  than  I  have  by 
me.  This  I  should  not  be  dinileased  at,  as  I  am  oonfi- 
dent  your  abiUties  for  the  task  will  thence  be  rendered 
more  conspicuous.  Few  people  whom  he  cousulti  vpoa 
any  poetry  offered  him  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare 
your  version  with  the  original ;  I  would  therefore  have 
you  send  me  up  a  translation  of  any  of  the  other  £lpnties 
mto  which  your  poet  has  thrown  striking  and  independent 
beauties.  It  would  also  be  necessary  for  me  to  show  bim 
the  manner  in  which  you  mean  to  comment  on  your 
author.  Tour  notes  upon  Penelope  or  any  other  E|Hstle 
you  like  better,  will  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose.  StrahauB 
who  knows  very  well  these  matters,  uid  is  dao  folly  ao- 
quunted  with  Millar's  dispoution,  informs  me  that  yoa 
may  expect  one  hundred  guineas  for  your  perfonnsnce. 
I  luve  read  the  poems  ascribed  to  Sabmus ;  but  if  that 

•  Afterwvda  Mrs.  Percy. 

t  >'  Atod,  b  Foam,"  pnblUhed  bj  Dodslejr,  17S8.  See  Oent.  Mig.  1758, 
p.  2S2.  In  this  poem  is  in  epiaods  cont^nuig  the  hktorj  of  in  tmagiouy 
beioc  ciUed  Tht  Lady  qf  ibt  Late.  Sh  it  iiuerted  w  a  ipecimsi  at  tlia 
poem  in  Qeat,  Uig.  179S,  p.  ST9. 
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Roman  really  wrote  them,  he  certaiDly  deserred  nothing 
leas  than  the  character  given  him  by  the  antients,  for  to 
me  tbey  i^peu:  to  be  the  clumsy  effi^rt  of  a  wretched 
poetaster.  Yoa  miut  therefore  not  think  of  di^racing 
joat  work  by  translating  them.  In  the  mean  time,  that  I 
might  not  be  wholly  unprovided  in  case  yon  should  draw 
npim  DM  for  the  contribution  I  promised,  I  have  actually 
finiahed  a  version  (in  your  stanza)  of  Leander's  &mous 
'Eputiid  to  Hero,*  and  may  probably  do  that  unfortunate 
ha  one'a  answer,  if  what  I  have  alr^idy  performed  has  the 
good  fortnne  to  please  you.  I  think,  thongh  I  have  been 
km  Bcrapnloasly  attached  to  Ovid  than  yoa,  that  I  hare 
nevflr'depaitn^vm  him  where  he  wrote  sense ;  and  though 
I  bam  sometimes  dilated  his  thoughts,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Baglish  reader,  the  version  does  not^  however,  con- 
many  more  lines  than  the  orieinaL  My  opinion, 
%  ia,  that  if  a  translation  is  neither  weaker  nor  less 
pefBpieaDas,  the  author  need  be  very  little  anxious  about 
any  number  of  lines  be  may  have  more  than  his  poet,  as 
tba  Engliah  langnwo  can  well  account  for  this  disparity. 
As  soon  as  jaai  ^Jegy  on  Tibnllusf  is  printed  it  shall  be 
■cut  yoa,  wtl^  my  remarks,  for  your  correction ;  and,  Mil- 
lar not  proposing  to  publish  our  fovourite  this  summer, 
yon  mil  nave  time  enough  for  the  use  of  the  file.  I  fancy 
yoa  mmt  have  bttle  dependence  upon  Ori6Gths.  He  wants 
tbe  Chinese  to  be  naturabised,  and  yet  he  seems  doubtful 
of  the  event.  Do  not  go  on  with  him  without  a  positive 
bargain.  I  have  several  tames  called  on  Johnson  to  pay 
him  part  of  your  subseriptions  :%  1  say  part,  because  he 
never  thinks  of  working  if  he  has  a  couple  of  guineas  in 
his  pocket;  but  if  you,  notwithstanding,  order  me,  the 
whole  shall  be  given  him  at  once.  Have  you  got  your 
wig  and  book  ?  I  have  been  asking  for  the  Variorum 
Ovid  among  my  friends,  but  can  borrow  none.  Captain 
Gordon  is  gone  down  to  Deal,  but  ia  not  yet  employed. 
He  is  to  inform  mc^  as  soon  as  he  can  get  a  proper  berth 
for  tbe  boy. 


*  Ifee  tnaAUou  of  Umm  ttro  Epi«Un  luTe  been  more  fbrtmute  tbin 
Ae  trndatiou  by  Bp.  Fercj,  u  thej  ire  prcKired  In  ral.  ii.  (rf  Dr. 
GrainnT'i  Worki.  Sto.  Ediob.  1836. 

t  Arcj'i  tmuUdoo  of  Ovid'!  Ele^  od  Tibullua  U  m  tbe  Ufe  Of 
nialba  prdMd  to  Grcinger'*  tratuUtioa  of  bii  ElegiM. 

t  To  jotmMo'i  edition  of  Sboketpetre.    See  p.  SiT. 
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"  Dear  Psbcy,  JuIt  20,  itss. 

"  By  thia  time  you  most  probably  have  heard  that  my 
worUiT  friend  John  Douglass  *  ia  no  more.  Having  been 
acquamted  with  him  from  my  infancy,  and  much  tt^ther 
from  the  umilarity  of  our  pursuits,  we  had  been  long  con- 
nected with  t^  strict  ties  of  friendship,  which  years  might 
have  drawn  tighter,  but  could  not  have  relaxed.  There  is 
something  uncommonly  hard  in  his  fate.  When  he  settled 
in  London,  about  eight  years  ago,  those  few  who  knew  his 
abilities  were  interested  to  oppose  him,  as  constdoua  if 
ever  he  emerged  into  public  notice  that  he  must  snatch 
the  palm  from  them  all.  They  accordingly  set  about  op- 
position with  a  more  than  sacerdotal  hatred  (prsy  pardou 
the  expression),  and  by  every  mean  artifice  endeavoared 
to  depress  him,  But  they  luckily  mistook,  if  not  the 
manner,  at  leaat  the  measure  of  their  enmity ;  for,  though 
poor  John  was  invincibly  modest,  their  clamours  against 
him  first  draped  him  into  notice,  and  when  known,  bis 
abilities  were  such  that  he  soon  became  eminent ;  inso- 
much  that  he  last  winter  made  500/.  by  his  Anatonucal 
Lectures.  Nor  would  that  sum  have  been  the  hmit  of  his 
income ;  his  fame  every  day  increased,  while  that  of  hia 
opponents  was  on  the  decline;  so  that  if  his  life  had  been 
spared  a  little  longer,  he  would  have  been  as  moch  above 
competition  as  a  teacher  as  he  was  without  a  rival  in  genius, 
learning,  and  industry — 

But  wlut  eta  Death'i  abhomd  stroke  wiUuUnd  ? 

S*T,  irtiat  M  ncred  he  will  not  nrohme  ? 
On  *ll  Um  moiuter  Uji  his  dn^  bkitd. 

1  know  you  will  pardon  the  effusion  of  a  heart  which,  t 
aasiure  you,  never  met  with  a  severer  blow  than  in  the 
death  of  Douglass;  for  he  not  only  was  the  greatest  aua- 
tomist  I  ever  was  acquainted  with,  but  he  was  one  of  tlie 
best  of  men.  I  therefore  lament  him  both  on  my  own  ac- 
count and  on  that  of  the  public,  which  by  his  death  is 
deprived  of  many  works  which  he  meditated  for  the  good 
of  mankind.  What  papers  he  left  behind  him  are  com- 
mitted to  my  care ;  but  I  have  the  mortification  to  find 
nothing  perfect,  only  some  outlines ;  but  these,  though 
the  outlines  of  a  master,  must  not  be  published.     That  I 

•  A  Twy  iiuaiiiMU  TOnnK  PrabMor  of  Auton;,  who  read  LectWM,  fte. 
inLondn.    HedUd Joly  9,1TS8. 
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think  woaldbe  an  injury  to  the  fame  of  my  Mend,  and  a 
violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 

"  This  unhappy  afikir  has  so  untiineed  me,  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  attend  either  to  your  nosiness  or  my  own 
with  any  kind  of  spirit.  Griffiths  has  sent  me  back  the 
Chinese  Lady,  and  I  assure  you  I  like  her  in  her  new 
English  garb.  I  have  not,  however,  ^t  your  plan  from  the 
Row,  and  therefore  have  not  mentioned  it  to  any  of  the 
trade.  Mr.  Millar  is  gone  down  to  ScoUand  for  a  jaunt,  and 
had  not  time  to  enter  into  any  particulars  with  respect  to 
Ovid;  he  only  in  general  said  that  he  would  talk  over  the 
afiair  at  his  retuni,  and  could  not  determine  without 
lai^er  spedmens. 

"  Indosed  you  have  your  Slegy  on  the  death  of  our 
Poet,  which  I  indeed  think  is  as  perfect  as  it  can  be  made ; 
let  me  therefore  have  it  returned  by  the  first  post,  as  I  go 
down  to  the  Hot  Wells  at  Bristol  on  Wednesday  next,  and 
I  should  choose  to  present  my  patron*  with  a  copy  of  the 
book  before  I  set  out. 

*'  I  have  also  sent  you  my  version  of  Leander's  Epistle, 
which  will  need  mudi  of  the  book  before  it  is  pruned  so 
as  to  be  fit  to  be  seen  by  the  public,  espetnally  in  company 
with  your  more  elegant  productions,  Johnson  thinks  that 
some  of  the  Episties  should  be  done  in  the  heroic  mea- 
sure, and  ao  do  I.  As  to  his  Shakespeare,  movet  ted  non 
promovet.  I  shall  feed  him  occasionally  with  guineas ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  have  inclosed  for  you  four  more 
subscriptionsit  as  you  desired  a  recruit  of  that  commodity. 
Captain  Gordon  has  promised  to  write  me  soon  about 
the  boy,  and  you  shall  hear  bis  determination  the  moment 
I  know  it.  Tours, 

"  J.  Obainobb." 


"  Dear  Pbrcy,  w.ibn»k,  Kag.  i,  nsB. 

"  As  the  copy  sent  you  was  the  first  proof  sheet^  so  all 
the  inaccuracies  you  took  notice  of  in  your  last  to  me 
were  corrected  before  I  received  yours,  and  therefore  every 
impropriety  would  have  been  avoided  had  your  translation 
appeared  without  the  original;  for,  notwithstanding  all  you 
have  ui^d  to  the  contrary,  I  am  still  an  infidel  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  text's  being  printed.  However,  as  you 
pressed  it  with  such  eagerness,  bad  I  even  been  more 
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averse  to  it  than  I  really  ani,  you  certainly  should  have 
been  humoured.  It  is  true,  the  alteration  has  put  nie  to 
some  inconreniences,  and  Millar  to  some  expense,  but  as 
to  myself  I  readily  submit,  when  it  is  to  gn^i^  a  person 
I  esteem  so  much  as  Mr,  Percy ;  and  as  to  the  DookaeUer, 
how  he  will  relish  this  additional  cost  I  neither  know  nor 
am  mightily  concerned.  In  the  printed  copy  you  will  find 
a  further  change,  but  as  it  is  according  to  the  Laws  of 
Typography  you  must  submit,  viz.  your  vernon  is  to  oc- 
cupy the  upper  part  of  every  page,  and  your  friend's  text  is 
to  be  degraded  to  the  bottom,  in  the  atune  numuer  as  War- 
burton  has  printed  the  EpisUe  of  Sappho  to  Phaon. 

"  To-morrow  I  set  out  for  Bristol,  out  shall  be  in  town 
again  by  the  SOth,  that  being  Mr.  Bourryau's  birth  day, 
when  he  will  also  be  of  age.  I  shall  then  send  down  to 
you  and  Mr.  Binnel  some  perfect  copies,  as  Millar  vniH 
then,  I  hope,  be  returned  £rom  Scotland.  I  flatter  myself 
Ibat  nether  you  nor  your  ingenious  friend  will  be  dis- 
pleased with  the  civil  wings  I  have  said  of  you  in  mj 
prefoce.  They  have  indeed  something  more  than  mere 
politeness  to  recommend  them,  and  that  is,  truth ;  at  least 
my  judgment  is  strangely  biassed  indeed  if  the  world  doei 
not  allow  what  I  have  there  wrote,  that  recommendaticm. 
I  have  so  long  delayed  to  acknowledge  my  great  oUiga- 
tions  to  Mr.  Binnel,  that  I  do  not  now  know  how  to  acquit 
myself  of  that  necessary  debt;  1  must  therefore  bc^  you  to 
intercede  for  me,  by  assuring  him  that  his  fireedom  with 
my  version  was  so  far  from  displeasing  me  that  I  ham 
adopted  all  his  alterations,  and  I  think  all  his  notes  boo, 
except  one,  which  my  own  animadversions  rendered  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  What  office  can  be  so  kind  as  to 
assist  one  who  is  to  be  tried  by  the  public,  in  making  a 
good  defence,  where  I  should  dread  condemnation  more 
than  in  any  court  of  judicature  ? 

"  I  have  lately  received  a  Letter  from  Captain  Gordon, 
who  is  not  yet  put  in  coomiission,  and  therefore  cannot 
take  the  boy ;  however,  if  his  parents  are  very  uif;enf^  and 
are  willing  to  let  their  son  take  hi:i  diance,  there  ia  no 
doubt  but  the  captain  can  get  him  disposed  of  aboard  some 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  in  tJie  Downs.  This,  at  the  same 
time,  I  would  not  advise  them  to  think  of,  as  the  obtain 
certainly  could  not  be  answerable  for  the  treatment  the  boy 
might  then  meet  with.  Gordon's  address  is  as  follows : 
''To'Hiomas  Gordon,  Esq.  late  Commander  of  his  MajestT's 
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Ship  the  Williaia  and  Anne,  at  Deal,"  and  you  may  write 
to  him. 

"  A  variety  of  diatracting  bnsinesa  has  prevented  me 
from  calling  on  GrifiSths,  so  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  got 
your  plan.  As  to  Shui-ping-Syn,  I  have  mentioned  her  to 
Dr.  Hawksvorth,  who  desires  to  he  introduced  to  her ; 
which  I  have  t^e  more  readily  complied  with,  as  he  is  inti- 
mate with  niyne  the  bookseller,  and  I  know  he  will  be 
pfeased  with  this  Chinese  naturalization.  I  am  in  haste, 
lumng  fifty  thousaDd  things  to  do  to  day. 

"  Yours  affectionately, 

«J,  G." 


«  Dear  Psrct,  Ang.  23,  irw. 

"  I  last  night  got  to  town  from  an  excursion,  which 
would  have  been  at  least  pleasing  to  me,  had  I  not  re- 
turned with  an  agae;  yet  sutdi  is  my  !bte,  that  I  must  again 
wt  out  apon  a  much  longer  and  less  plrasing  journey  to- 
moROw  afternoon.  The  afiiur  is  this;  my  broths-  is  not 
wdl,  and  it  is  of  the  last  consequence  to  my  interest  that 
I  ahould  be  soon  in  Scotland,  whatever  the  event  may  be. 
I  verily  did  expect  to  have  found  a  Letter  from  you  on  my 
l^le  yesterday.  You  used  to  he  a  punctual  correspondent, 
and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  what  I  wrote  you  before  I  went 
down  to  Bristol  should  have  had  some  notice  taken  of  it. 
What  you  now  write  me  must  be  directed  for  me  at  Mr. 
Paton's,  bookseller,  in  the  Parliament  Close,  Edinbnigh. 

**  I  am  fio  hnrried  at  present  that  I  cannot  call  on  Mr. 
Millar;  neither  do  1  know  of  his  return  from  the  North, 
but  I  am  persuaded  he  will  send  you  and  Mr.  Binnel  some 
copiea  of  our  book  before  it  is  published :  at  least,  if  be 
IB  scoundrel  enough  not  to  do  that  piece  of  justice,  I  will. 
I  have  had  one  copy  of  it  already  bound,  which  I  presented 
to  Mr.  Bourryau,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated.  I  nope  you 
and  all  my  friends  will  not  disapprove  of  what  I  have  sud 
of  ttist  young  gentleman,  as  I  have  drawn  a  kind  (rf  bill 
for  fotnre  good  behaviour  on  him,  and  which,  I  think,  he 
win  duly  honour. 

**  Can  you  make  Mr.  Binnel  an  apology  for  my  not 
having  wrote  him  ?  tell  him  all  the  truth,  and,  as  Cicero 
desired  Cocceioa,  even  a  httle  more  than  tiie  truth,  should 
that  be  necessary  to  restore  me  to  his  good  graces.  You 
£d  not,  I  find,  send  back  yoni  proof  sheet  to  Strahan,  who 
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kept  the  press  open  for  it  a  week.  Write  me  soon,  and  be- 
lieve me  sincerely  your  Friend, 

"  Jas.  GBAixosa." 


•'  BlighboimiBh,  Oct  18, 1758. 
**  Ton  see,  my  dear  Percy,  I  am  fairly  set  down  with  a 
large  sheet  of  paper  hefore  me,  which  I  have  devoted  to 
your  service.  I^is  indeed  is  no  more  than  you  are 
entitled  to,  in  answer  to  your  two  letters  which  I  received 
four  weeks  ago  in  Scotland,  and  which  I  should  ere  this 
have  acknowledged,  had  I  ever  been  master  of  my  own 
time  so  long  as  to  collect  myself  to  write  to  you.  But 
the  truth  is,  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  joined  to  the  hospi- 
tality of  my  Northern  friends,  so  wholly  engrossed  me, 
that  I  bad  not  one  half-hour  in  the  four  and  twenty  which 
I  could  employ  in  that  manner—  for  though  I  have  now 
been  seven  weeks  from  London,  an  epitome  of  what  I 
have  seen  will  convince  you  of  it.  After  visiting  aU  the 
great  manufacturing  towns  in  the  West  of  En^and,  as 
well  as  the  gentlemen's  seats  (among  which  Shenstone's 
and  Hagley  were  not  forgotten),  my  fellow-traveller  Mr. 
Luard  and  I  embarked  at  Whitehaven  for  Ireland.  As 
the  ship  we  went  aboard  was  bomid  for  Dublin,  and  the 
wind  blew  from  a  favourable  comer,  we  flattered  ourselves 
with  the  hopes  of  being  in  that  metropolis  in  ... .  hours ; 
but  we  were  miserably  disappointed,  for  the  wind  chop- 
ping about,  and  blowing  funously,  we  ran  no  small  risk 
of  foundering.  It  is  needless  to  tell  you  how  disagreeable 
our  situation  was*:  with  the  fairest  weather,  such  a  collier 
as  we  were  in  would  have  been  but  barely  supportable ; 
what  then  must  it  have  been  in  tempestuous  weatber, 
without  beds,  and  without  proper  provisions?  At  last 
the  tempest  subsided  into  a  calm :  we  now  indeed  were  in 
no  danger  of  sinking,  but  then  we  made  no  progress  in 
our  voyage,  and  our  chief  reason  for  trusting  ourselves  to 
the  sea  was  the  assurance  given  us  that  we  should  anchor 
in  Dubhn  Bay  early  next  morning.  In  this  manner  did 
we  roll  about  a  good  twelve  hours  in  sight  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  a  motion  to  me  more  uneasy  than  that  of  a  ship 
before  a  strong  gale ;  at  tiie  expiration  of  that  time  it 
freshened,  and  blowing  fair  for  the  North  of  Ire^nd,  we 
landed  at  Carlingford  on  the  third  day  [after]  our  embarka- 
^on.     Here  taking  horses  (for  no  postchaises  were  to  be 
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bad),  ve  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  Dublin,  which  was 
the  chief  object  of  our  journey,  and  which,  of  course,  we 
entered,  much  prejudiced  in  its  favour ;  but  the  Hibernian 
metropoliB  noways  answering  our  ideas  of  it,  we  soon  set 
out  for  Scotland,  and  after  traversing  the  North  of  Ireland 
landed,  to  our  no  small  satisfaction,  at  Portpatrick  ten 
days  after  we  left  England.  Of  all  the  people  I  ever  saw 
in  my  life,  the  common  Irish  are  the  most  indolent  and 
most  dirty.  They  live  in  the  meanest  huts,  and  feed  on 
the  coarsest  fare  I  ever  beheld.  This  shocked  me  more 
than  I  can  well  describe  to  you,  for  I  had  always  ^ven 
them  the  preference  to  the  Scots ;  but  in  all  these  partt- 
Gulars  they  are  as  far  outdone  by  my  countrymen  as  the 
English  surpass  us ;  in  short,  the  men  are  all  Dermots, 
and  the  women  all  Shilabs ;  and  I  am  now  less  surprised 
that  Dean  Swift  gave  such  a  humbhng  picture  of  human 
nature,  in  his  account  of  the  Yahoos,  considering  the 
country  he  lived  in.  As  to  my  travels  in  Scotland,  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail,  but  shall  only  inform 
you,  that,  after  making  a  short  excursion  amid  my  beloved 
mountains,  we  got  safely  to  Edinburgh  about  three  weeks 
ago,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  to  find  my  brother  wholly 
re-established,  he  having  wrote  me  of  his  being  out  of 
danger  before  our  Pindaric  deviation  to  Hibernia.  At 
Edinburgh  I  was  certunly  assured  of  an  afilair  which  has 
given  roe  much  pain,  and  which,  though  I  am  sensible  it  will 
also  affect  you,  1  must  impart  to  you.  Our  Mend  Stewart 
at  Wolverhampton,  has  been  married  for  some  years. 
His  lady  is  of  my  acquaintance,  and  as  her  merit  would 
entitle  her  to  the  happiest  endearments  of  the  conjug^ 
state,  I  cannot,  i  need  not  tell  you,  how  much  i  am 
shocked,  to  find  that  the  Doctor  has  not  only  left  off 
correspondii^  with  his  charming  thonch  afflicted  wife, 
but  had  actually  made  addresses  in  poohc  to  a  lady  of 
fortune,  in  the  place  where  he  is  settled ;  but  the  affair  is 
indisputably  true,  I  myself  read  several  of  hia  letters  to  his 
wife,  filled  with  the  fondness  of  a  doating  husband ;  and 
learnt,  from  too  good  authority,  the  progress  he  had  made 
in  the  other  iadVs  affections.  I  do  not  know  if  you  have 
beard  of  this  till  now,  but  I  promised  Mrs.  *  *  *  (for  so 
Mrs.  Stewart's  mother  is  called),  that  I  would  acquaint  you 
witib  tbe  affair ;  and  as  I  am  well  apprised,  not  only  of  the 
strictness  of  your  principles,  but  also  of  your  benevolence 
to  persecuted  merit,  espeo^Uy  in  a  woman,  I  flatter 
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myfldf  Uiat,  firom  the  regwd  yoa  bear  both  to  Stewart  and 
ue,  you  vJll  tue  your  Mst  endeaTours  to  redaim  him  to 
a  sense  of  his  duty.*  Tou  remember  the  Dochw  first 
introduced  me  to  you,  a  6iTour  for  irhich  I  oau  in  no  othw- 
wise  so  effectually  recompense  Mm,  as  by  making  you  the 
iustroment  of  his  conTersion.  I  would  write  to  t^  Doctor 
myself,  but  fear  the  warmth  of  my  temper,  and  th«  indig- 
nalioa  I  ha-re  oonceiTsd  at  his  behaviour,  might  transport 
me  beyond  the  bounds  of  politeness  and  friendship. 

^Th'other  sheet  you  see,  my  friend  I  but  this  a&ir 
mi^t  constrain  even  a  more  indolent  person  than  your 
humble  servant  to  exert  himself ;  I  shall  thertfwe  scnMile 
oo,  till  I  find  myself  dispose  to  lay  down  my  we^xui,  and 
leave  you  at  ease.  In  your  last  you  wis  so  kmd  ss  to 
inform  me  that  matters  went  bvounbly  on  with  your 
J>elia'8t  uttde ;  I  sincerely  give  you  joy  of  it.  But  why 
should  your  hiq>piDe8a  be  delayed  till  spring  ?  In  love 
particnlariy,  opportunity  ou|^t  not  to  be  neglected,  and 
delaTS  are  dangerous ;  for,  thouj;^  I  hav«  no  reasoa  to 
doubt  of  your  constancy,  or  of  that  of  your  £ur  ona,  yet  I 
cannot  hup  being  of  opmion  that  you  should  make  Annie 
yours  aa  soon  as  the  old  gentleman  consults ;  for  so  tran- 
sitory are  the  best  things  of  this  world,  that  in  pradenoe 
we  ought  to  leave  nothing  till  to-moirow.  You  have 
already  got  over  the  scrn^^  of  being  wedded ;  why  then 
WDcrastin^e,  if  every  thing  answers  ?  I  have  been  the 
near  in  writing  you  my  sentiments  on  (his  head,  aa  I  am 
persuaded  tiiey  are  correspondent  to  Tonr  own,  as  wdl  as 
those  of  your  mistress.  U^te,  therefore,  the  a&ai  to  die 
old  gentleDian :  if  he  has  ever  been  ia  lore  himwelf,  he 
must  not  only  pardon  you  your  impatienae,  bat  will  gnt- 
tify  its  longings.  And  now,  my  friend,  as  you  are  ^»it 
to  change  your  situaticm,  so  am  I  j  with  this  di&reDoe* 
indeed,  that  you  are  going  to  settle  for  life,  and  I  am  about 
to  nve  up  my  business  for  some  years,  in  order  to  eamUe. 
This  resolution  ia  not  die  conaaqoetKe  of  diaqnKnnted 
ambition,  or  of  baffled  love ;  no ;  it  is  the  mult  of  matoie 
ddibeiation,  and  has  the  sanction  of  my  brotiier.  But  to 
keep  you  no  lot^er  in  au^E>ense,  you  must  know  Hiat  Mr. 
Bour^u  came  of  age  some  months  ago,  and  as  a  atriot 

Hit  ■MrtlMuu  hen  vwttlkiMl  WM  m-sidtad  ta>U«  wUi,nd  Osr  Biii 

,. wu  nnfcninded.    T.  P," 
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intiiiMcy  bad  long  subsisted  between  ue^  I  baTuig  hod  ia 
m,  gnat  measure  the  Buperintendeace  of  his  studies,  he 
made  me  an  offer  of  setUing  on  me  for  life  HOOi,  per  ann. 
if  I  vonld  accompany  him  on  his  travels,  which,  in  short, 
titgx  many  pro's  and  con's  in  my  mind,  I  have  aoo^ted. 
We  Bocordipgly  set  out  next  spnng,  before  which  I  nope 
to  see  yon  in  London,  where  I  shall  be  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  year.  I  fancy  you  will  approve  of  what  I  have 
done ;  for,  though  my  business  was  exceeded  by  that  of  no 
young  physidan  in  town,  four  years  will  make  no  great 
retardment  in  my  medical  progress,  especially  as  I  shall 
be  able  to  prosecute  business  with  more  spint  at  my  re- 
tain, and  probably  with  the  patronage  of  noblemen  of  in- 
terest^ whose  good  will  I  may  happily  acquire  abroad. 

"  I^y  do  you  not  flatter  me  when  you  give  such  a  cba- 
lacter  to  my  essay  on  Ovid  ?*  I  am  sure  you  are  both 
nnJQjt  to  yourself,  and  will  be  so  to  the  pubbc,  if  you  do 
not  go  on  with  the  Tcrslon,  Let  me  know  what  progress 
you  nave  made  therein,  as  also  what  ameadments  m  mine; 
I  am  sure  it  wants  many  touches  from  you,  and  I  know 
yoa  will  endeavour  to  niake  it  a  less  \mfit  companion  for 
your  own. 

"  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  the  Ode  you  sent  me*  as  it 
baa  in  it  amost  every  one  quality  of  a  good  lyric  composi- 
tion ;  2  can  see  you  have  wrote  it  coh  mmore.  l^e  enco- 
mium on  your  we  noble  Patron  is  not  more  pathetic,  than 
that  <m  lus  Successor  is  art&iUy  delicate.  But  will  you 
pardon  me  ?  though  I  approve  it  so  much,  I  have  made  bold 
to  give  it  away, — to  one,  however,  wh<Hn  I  could  not  deny 
any  favour,  my  friend  the  Lord  Gray,f  of  whom  I  shall  say 
aonunethan  that  he  is  a  complete  judge  of  its  merit,  binng 
bdog  mo  indifferent  poet  himself.  This,  I  bop^  will  excuse 
me  wilik  you  M  I  put  you  to  the  trouble  of  transcribing  me 
anotherct^y.  In  which  case  I  promise  to  send  my  minutest 
obaeiTati<»is.  I  am  sorry  the  El^y  on  'Kbullus  was  not 
so  oonrecdy  printed  as  you  could  have  wished ;  yet  Strahan 


is  not  to  be  Uamed,  as  he  kept  the  press  open  two  weeka. 

'*  Allan  Bamsayl  is  certainly  dead,  and  neither  has  nor 
needs  an  ^itaph.  I  spent  an  evening  lately  with  his 
eldest  daughter,  who  inherits  somewhat  of  the  spirited 
naivety  of  ber  late  &tfaer. 

"Idonot  kaowwhenl^inlluBis  to  be  published,  but  if 

•  TmIob  or  Laader  to  H«ra,  &e. 

-t  Jil«.lsaStnaOTar,sPeBrofSeotlaiMl,diadliil7tt. 
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you  will  write  [to]  Mr.  Millar  how  it  may  be  sent  yon,  you 
may  command  as  many  copies  of  it  as  you  think  proper. 
1  should  also  he  glad  to  leam  in  what  manner  a  copy  or 
two  may  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Binnel,  when  I  shall  write 
a  general  apology.  My  ague  still  hangs  about  me>  like 
Cu«  in  Horace ;  but  as  I  am  come  to  Ithaca  at  leaat  for 
some  weeks,  I  hope  soon  to  shake  it  off. 

"  Direct  to  me  at  Blighborough,  near  Qiunaboroughj 
Iiincolnsblre." 


«  Dear  Percy,  WBibrook,  Jm.  lo,  nsg. 

"  Having  been  longer  detuned  in  Lincolnshire  than  I 
expected,  I  did  not  receive  your  letter  till  lately,  and 
since  my  arrival  in  town  have  been  so  wholly  engrossed  in 
little  afiairs  of  jny  own,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my  power 
sooner  to  sit  down  and  thank  you  for  the  packet  you  sent 
inclosed.  Last  night  I  compared  it*  accurately  with  the 
original,  and  was  amazed  to  find  it  so  ex^t,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  flowing  and  easy.  What  Uttle  inaccuracies 
I  observed,  or  imagined  I  observed,  1  have  sent  you,  and 
you  may  make  what  use  of  them  you  think  proper.  On 
Saturday  last  Millar  w^ted  on  me,  to  tell  me  that  our 
hook  was  not  condemned  by  the  best  judges ;  but  Smollett 
has  heen  at  it  in  the  Critical  Review.  He  has  a  personal 
pique  to  me,  which  upon  this  occasion  has  betrayed  him 
into  many  false  criticisms,  delivered  in  very  illiberal  ex- 
pressions. My  Mends  strongly  soUcit  me  to  expose  him, 
to  which  I  have  no  other  objection  than  the  entering  the 
lists  with  80  unmannerly  an  adversary.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, I  may  give  him  a  drubbing,  which,  if  I  stoop  to,  he 
shall  remember  it,  and  yet  my  severity  even  then  will  be 
somewhat  abated,  as  he  has  allowed  your  vid's  £legy  to 
be  a  good  translation.  The  Notes  the  Doctor  in  particu- 
lar falls  foul  of,  calling  them  a  parcel  of  learned  trash. 
This  has  somewhat  provoked  me,  for  he  has  not  excepted 
those  which  our  friendf  sent  me  from  this  general  condem- 
nation, which  may  give  you  a  specimen  of  Smollett* s  abi- 
lities. I  will  readily  grant  him,  that  some  of  those  now 
printed  might  be  spared,  and  that  some  of  the  remunder 
might  be  shortened ;  but  to  pass  a  general  anathema  on 
them  all  was  insufferable.  I  believe  all  Mr.  Binnel's  notea 
are  marked  j  I  cannot  find  one  that  is  not.  I  wrote  [to]  that 

fenUeman,  and  hoi>e  to  hear  from  him  at  his  leisure.   Mr. 
henstone  had  a  copy  sent  him ;  but,  not  having  beard 

*  TenionofOTid'iEpicUe,  f  Mr.  BiniKi, 
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from  him,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  received  if,  I  au 
mach  his  humble  servant  for  the  kind  things  he  has 
wrote  of  Mr.  Luard  and  me,  and  you  may  assure  him  that 
his  conversation  afforded  me  more  pleasure  than  even  the 
Leasowes,  though  that  I  esteem  an  earthly  paradiae.  I 
presume  his  Miscellany  is  to  consist  wholly  of  his  own 
things.  I  shall  long  to  see  it  You  must  pardon  me  if  I 
have  not  yet  called  upon  Osborn ;  bat  the  truth  is,  as  I 
said  before,  that  I  have  not  yet  had  a  spare  half-hour  since 
I  got  here-  1  have  considered  your  Lady's*  case;  but 
you  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  bad  consequences  from 
It.  Please  make  my  comphments,  and  tell  her,  if  you 
think  proper,  that  I  hope  yet  to  see  her  surrounded  by' 
young  Ovids  and  buxom  Sulpicias  ?  We  do  not  go  abroad 
till  April.  Pray  could  you  not  spare  one  ten  days  to 
vour  friends  in  London  before  we  set  sul.  Your  barber 
lives  in  Lothbury,  near  St.  Lawrence's  church,  and  is 
called  SfuntAndr^. 

"  Doddy's  Playt  I  have  not  seen,  bnt  I  read  it  last 
summer,  and  then  it  really  made  me  weep.  The  fable, 
to  be  sure,  is  not  unexceptionable,  but  it  must  and  haa 
raised  pity.    All  the  women  love  it." 


"  My  dear  Feibno,  Walbrook,  Fab.  17,  17S9. 

''  I  have  spoken  both  to  Millar  and  Dodsley  about 
Ovid,  but  neither  of  them  seems  inclined  to  make  a  pur- 
chase of  the  work,  I  doubt  not,  however,  but  that  either 
of  them  would  readily  print  the  Epistles,  and  become 
joint  partners  with  you  in  proiit  and  loss.  Perhaps,  too, 
this  would  be  your  moat  profitable  scheme,  as  I  am  confi- 
dent your  book,  whenever  it  appears,  will  cut  out  both 
I)ryden,andBarrett,^who  is  neither  apoet  nor  lover.  Dods- 
ley thinks  well  of  the  Novel,§  and  I  hope  I  shall  bring  him 

*  "  AR«nrarilB  Mn.  Percj.    Sbc  had  a  complaint  in  her  bt%(Urt.'' 
t  Cleone,  atragcdjr,  bjRobertDodiley;  acted  at  Coient  Qardenfa  1T58. 
"  Cleone  «>ia  well  acted  1^  *llthecharsct(n'a,butHiu  Bellamr  left  nothing  to 
be  desired.     I  went  tbe  first  nigbC  aod  inpported  it  as  well  at  I  might  ;  for 


Dddd;,  you  know,  is  mj  patron,  and  I  would  not  desert  him.  The  play  was 
veiy  wril  received.  Doddj,  afler  the  danger  wis  over,  went  eTerr  night  to 
"      '  '     '   '    t  the  diitreas  of  poor  Cleone."     Dr.  Johnson  to 


B.  UDgton,9thJaQ.  I7S9. 

t  RcT.  Stephen  Barrett,  the  friend  of  Dr.  JobnsoQ  aod  Cute.  He  wai 
muter  of  Ashford  School  and  rector  of  Hothfield  in  Kent,  and  died  Nov.  36, 
1B0I,  aged  BS.    He  was  a  leuned  writer  of  Latin  versci,  bat  wai  n 


ridered  fortojiate  in  his  tianilstion  of"  Ovid's  Epistles  into  EnrUsh  vi 
See  EiteriTT  Anecdotes,  vol.  IX.  SJ2  ;  and  Qent.  Hag.  vol,  LXXI. 
1  Han  Kion  ChoM,  t  Chlnnt  HiiMrj. 
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to  bargain  with  yoa  for  it  i  next  wMk  I  shall  show  him  Ae 
specimen.  Let  me  know  vhat  yon  expect  for  your  labour. 
**  1  im>pose  leaving  wil^  you,  m^  dear  friend,  a  corrected 
copy  of  all  my  poems,  to  be  duposed  of  aa  yon  shall 
thmk  proper,  m  case  I  die  abroad.  I  am  confident  yoa 
viU  never  allov  any  thing  of  mine  to  see  the  l%ht  which 
might  hnrt  my  repntation  with  posterity.  Tay  and  Earn 
are  the  two  rivers,  and  Ktketmy  is  the  fountwn.  Yoor 
other  qneries  I  most  reserve," 

*'  DbAR  PbROT,  WalbnMk,  Huth  Si,  1TS9. 

"  I  am  half  dead  with  Eatigne  and  low  spirits:  My 
books  were  all  sent  off  this  morning  for  Mr.  Johnaaa'a,  so 
that  at  present  I  write  to  you  in  a  chamber  with  no  com- 
pany but  myself,  and  that,  I  assnre  you,  is  far  from 
being  agreeable.  The  nearer  the  boor  of  mv  departure 
^>[voaiUkes  the  more  I  &id  myself  depressed.  It  gives 
pain  to  a  social  mind  even  to  leave  the  hovel  to  which  it 
has  Img  been  accustomed ;  what  then  must  I  feel  npon 
leaving  that  earthly  paradise  London,  where  I  have  passed 
so  many  pleasing  days   and  nights.      Besides,  my  dear 


friend,  I  cannot  expect  to  hear  from  you  and  my  oth«r 
literary  correspondents  above  twice  a-year,  ana  then 
your  letters  will  be  subject  to  sea-accidents,  &c.     Inclosed 


you  have  Ovid's  Epistles  of  Hero  and  Leander.  Pray  let 
them  undergo  your  own  correction  and  that  of  your  friends, 
particularly  Messrs,  Shenstone  and  Binnel.  As  Ovid  has 
done  justice  to  these  illustriously  unfortunate  lovers,  I 
would  wish  to  treat  them  with  particular  marks  of  distinc- 
tion. It  is  not  in  my  power  to  write  out  for  yon  the 
poems  you  desire ;  but  you  shall  have  them  from  St.  Kitt's. 
All  ham^iness  attend  you  and  the  beauteous  Miss  Q.  with 
whom  I  yet  hope  to  pass  some  a^veable  afternoons.  I  am 
hopeful  cnange  of  life  will  render  Uie  use  of  my  prescription 
less  important  for  my  fair  patient,  for  whose  hralth  and  fe- 
lidty  I  am  truly  soliatoos.  Pray,  Percy,  make  my  compli- 
ments agreeable  to  her ;  and  when  you  can  think  of  me 
without  being  disloyal  to  her  charms,  remember  me.  AD 
TOUT  packets  to  me  must  be  sent  to  Mr.Luard's,  in  Copthall 
Court,  Thrwmorton  Street ;  bat  as  I  do  not  leave  Lon- 
don before  Thursday,  you  may  once  more  direct  to  me  as 
usual. 

"  Toors,  wherever  I  am, 
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'*  OsAm  PCBCT^  WifiinKA,  Ap.  9, 1T5». 

**  In  one  short  hitlf  hour  I  set  out  for  Portsmoadi,  and 
if  the  Tind  oontinuea  fair  we  shall,  in  a  few  days,  be 
pterins  in  ^e  Great  Atlantic  Ocean.  This,  therefor^ 
emiies  to  l»d  yoo,  my  dear  friend,  and  Miss  G.  adiea,  and 
I  sineeiety  pray  that  erery  happiness  the  manied  state  is 
o^talde  of  may  attend  your  purposed  union.  I  am  no 
very  vicdent  fnend  to  matrimony,  yet,  I  think,  without 
any  pretenoes  to  dirinatios,  I  may  foretell  your  felidty. 
Pray  remember,  I  am  to  stand  godfatfan  to  a  young 
Ftovy ;  though  I  think  a  combination  of  the  two  names^  as 
it  is  not  vny  probable  I  shall  take  any  one  now  for 
better  for  worse,  wonld  still  l>e  better.  Qrainger-Ferey, 
tboi)^  it  does  not  sound  well,  yet  requires  a  masculkie 
pfftmimeislion,  and  suits  the  deecendant  of  a  northern 
laoe  Tory  weU.  Inclosed  you  hare  your  two  Epistles. 
Do  not  tiaink  of  giving  Orid  op.  If  you  abandon  him,  I 
dtall  sospeet  that  marriage  has  made  you  sick  of  love 
matters.  Ton  shsll  hare  the  poems  I  promised  you, 
eitm  Etfhfrit  et  hintHdiM  prima.  Pny  send  me  those 
poems  of  yours  wbi^  yon  said  you  would  send  me ;  they 
must  now  come  by  the  packet,  or  you  may  direct  them  fw 
me  at  Mr.  Luard's,  in  Copthall  Court  Pray  for  my 
good  voyage :  the  prayers  of  the  righteona,  the  Scripture 
says,  avail  mneh. 

«  Tours,  &c.  J.  G. 

"  When  you  write  next  to  Mr.  Sbenstone  or  Mr. 
Binnel,  assure  them  (rf  the  real  satisfaction  their  esteem 
gives  me.  I  hope  we  shall  all  meet  together  yet,  when, 
periiaps,  by  way  of  variety,  I  may  be  able  to  toitertain 
you  with  the  American  warhoop — rare  harmony  1" 


(Copy.) 

Dr.  Jahxs  Gbainobb  to  Mr.  Burt. 

**  I  readUy  allow  yon  that  I  am  not  worthy  of  your 
Bsterj  but,  Sir,  I  do  not  make  this  concession  for  the 
same  reasons  that  may  induce  you  to  think  me  unworthy 
of  her.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  put  myself  upon  a  footing 
witb  tlw  wealthy  and  the  great !  God  Imows,  I  am 
vj  bm^  sum  you  hove  inainoated  at  a  disparity,  I 
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will  for  once  so  far  master  my  modesty  as  to  draw  a 
comparison  between  you,  Sir,  the  head  of  my  wife's 
family,  and  her  husbuid.  You  are  the  son  of  a  Nevis 
planter,  I  am  the  son  of  a  gentleman  of  Cumberland  ; 
your  father  was  rescued  from  ruin  by  marrying  into  a  rich 
and  illustrious  family;  my  father  was  ruined  by  his  own 
extravagance,  and  that  of  his  wives.  You,  Sir,  was  in- 
tended for  the  practice  of  physic,  but  before  you  well 
knew  to  mount  a  glyster-bag,  you  ran  away  from  your 
master,  and  went  to  the  West  Indies,  After  b^ng  three 
years  at  the  University,  I  was  boimd  to  an  eminent 
surgeon-apothecary.  I  served  my  time  out,  and  was 
then  honoured  with  a  commission  in  the  army,  where  the 
King  styled  me  Gentleman.  I  made  the  tour  of  £urope, 
and  became  a  Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
London,  and  have  now  the  honour  of  being  a  Fellow  of 
that  of  Edinburgh.  On  whose  side  does  the  preference 
lie?  who  has  the  best  title  to  the  name  of  gentleman  of 
education,  rank,  or  character  ?  By  the  death  of  your 
father  you  became  possessed  of  a  plantation  which  your 
mother  brought  into  your  family,  and  which  being  left 
to  you,  left  the  rest  of  your  family  not  greatly  above 
want.  I,  when  I  sold  out  of  the  army,  had  hut  a  few 
hundreds ;  hut  then  I  had  experience  of  my  business,  I 
was  known  to  understand  it,  there  was  no  fear  but  I 
should  always  be  able  to  live  by  it.  My  medical  science 
was  subject  to  no  invasion,  no  beasts,  no  hurricanes,  no 
viilanous  attornies,  or  more  villanous  agents.  Who  has 
the  preference  here  ?  But,  as  manners  as  well  as  educa- 
tion constitute  the  gentleman,  however  loath,  I  must  also 
here  make  a  comparison.  I  defy  candour  to  fix  one 
crime  upon  me, — it  may  fix  many  peccadilloes.  These  I 
repent  not  of,  they  were  glorious  deviations  from  the 
received  rules  of  selfish  discretion.  I  espoused  the  cause 
of  my  friend  with  too  much  warmth.  Have  you  done  so  f 
I  have  written,  nay  what  is  worse,  have  published  rhymes. 
Can  you  do  the  same  ?  I  know  you.  Your  treatment 
from  me  depends  upon  yourself.  I  had  my  information 
from  no  mercenary  scribbler.  What  you  know  of  me  you 
must  have  heard  from  Smollett,  the  corrupted  reservoir 
of  intelligence.  In  what,  then,  am  I  your  inferior  ?  on 
whose  side  should  objections  rise  to  my  marrying  your 
sister?  But,  though  I  have  made  this  parallel,  I  still  own 
myself  qndeserving  of  your  sister.    She  is  all  perfection ; 
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but,  as  &r  as  tendemees  can  make  amends  for  this  disna* 
rity,  I  know  myself  entitled  to  her.  Her  fortune  could  be 
no  temptation.  A  Doctor  of  Physic  who  had  200^.  a-year, 
mdependent  of  pi'actice,  could  never  be  tempted  by  the 
paltry  consideration  of  1000/.  currency,  and  three  or  four 
negroes.  Of  course  I  did  not,  indeed  I  could  not  marry 
her  for  bread.  Some  little  regard  therefore  should  be 
shovn  to  one  who  acted  so  disinterestedly.  But  I  forgot 
you  live  in  London,  and  at  times  frequent  the  Court ;  of 
consequence,  you  must  think  meanly  of  the  disinterested. 
Your  interest  is  no  doubt  much  for  your  ^rishing  her 
faappiness  in  a  married  state.  Had  it  been  more  cordial, 
perhaps  it  would  have  been  not  more  sincere.  Bul^ 
Sir,  who  told  you  that  the  match  was  of  Daniel's*  making  ? 
I  courted  her  with  the  privacy  of  her  mother,  and  married 
her  with  that  lady's  approbation,  with  the  approbatioQ  of 
your  brother  Charles,  and  all  your  relations  here.  If, 
therefore,  the  match  is  less  prosperous  than  you  could 
wish,  the  poor  soul  is  not  solely  tu  be  blamed.  But,  for 
heaven's  sake  !  whence  is  it  that  you  all  of  a  sudden  have 
become  so  deeply  concerned  ?  When  did  you  ever  behave 
to  her  with  fraternal  generosity  before  ?  Did  you  not 
always  make  a  distinction  between  Miss  Burt  and  her. 
In  what  respect  was  Miss  Burt  superior  ?  When  I  ask  the 
question,  I  think  highly  of  Miss  Burt;  perhaps  not  so 
highly  as  you  do.  I  am  informed  you  generously  made 
Daniel  some  presents  when  in  England.  They  were  few, 
they  were  trifling.  Draw  upon  me  for  them,  and  1  will 
with  more  pleasure  honour  your  drafts  than  ever  you 
received  a  bill  of  sales  greatly  in  your  favour.  But  you 
was  not  consulted !  you,  the  eldest  brother,  who  have  been 
president  of  St.  Kitt's,  who  have  an  estate  in  England, 
who  was  agent  upon  a  West  India  expedition  !  But  not- 
withstanding all  these  sounding  titles,  neither  your  sister 
nor  I  saw  any  reason  for  delaying  our  nuptials  till  we  had 
your  sanction.  And,  Sir,  as  we  married  without  your 
participation,  we  hope  always  to  live  in  a  genteel  way, 
even  though  you  have  withdrawn  your  countenance. 
While  I  enjoy  my  health,  I  shall  l)e  never  reduced  so 
low  as  to  solicit  a  favour  from  you.  May  God,  of  his 
infinite  mercy,  grant  that  none  of  nune  may  ever  be 
brought  to  that  dreadful  necessity !  And  may  the  same 
God  grant,  that  I  may  never  have  it  in  my  power  to  show 

*  Hn.  Grainger. 
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you  or  yours,  how  little  revenge  is  an  ingredient  in  mj 
nature !  If  in  my  letter  I  insinuated  that  my  brothear 
might  have  objections,  may  I  not  be  excused  for  that 
insinuation  ?  One  who  had  been  a  parent  to  me,  and  who 
can  leave  me  5  or  6000/.  had  a  right  to  be  consulted 
before  I  disposed  of  myself  in  marriage.  On  whose  side 
now  may  objections  be  started  ?  Were  I  to  die  to-morroT. 
your  sister  would  not  be  the  poorest  widow  in  your 
family.  Perhaps  by  her  marriage  she  bettered  her  small 
fortune  as  much  as  some  of  her  sisters.  Comparisons  are 
odious,  but  I  must  put  you  in  mind  of  Mrs.  Coles.  It 
would  indeed  be  madness  in  me,  as  you  politely  call  it,  to 
think  of  quitting  physic.  I  never  dreamt  of  it;  they 
therefore  are  to  he  deemed  mad  into  whose  head  that 
conceit  first  entered.  Your  sister  at  present  lives  like  a 
gentlewoman.  She  has  every  thing  her  heart  desires> — 
have  Duchesses  more  ?  Have  some  with  whom  you  are 
intimately  connected  as  much?  While  I  live,  her  dr- 
cumstances  may  grow  better,  can  hardly  grow  bad.  Should 
I  die,  I  shall  leave  her  and  her  family  to  an  all  merciful 
Providence, — not  to  William  Burt.  You  insinuate  as  if 
my  giving  up  an  annuity  of  200/.  for  life  would  be  greatly 
compensated  by  your  family.  For  your  &mily  I  have  the 
greatest  esteem,  but  you  must  pardon  me  if  I  add  that 
the  large  share  of  business  I  have  had  since  I  came  to 
St.  Kitt's  was  owing  to  my  success,  and  not  to  their 
recommendation.  Several  of  your  relations  have  employed 
me,  and  would  they  not  have  employed  any  other  man 
whom  they  thought  would  have  done  them  more  jnstiee  ? 
Mr.  Daniel  Matnew  has  indeed  ordered  his  attorney  to 
let  me  have  the  care  of  his  estates.  I  am  obliged  to  that 
gentleman  for  it,  but  he  also  is  obliged  to  me  for  aceeptuig 
it.  But  what  have  you  done }  What  estate  have  I  hul 
by  your  recommendation  ?    If  I  had  consulted  you  upon  the 

Eface  where  I  should  settle,  it  plainly  appears  by  your 
itter  that  I  ought  not.  Had  you  been  greatly  interested 
for  your  sister's  welfare,  you  would  have  answered  that 
part  of  mine  in  less  than  ....  months.  Indeed  I  did  not 
wait  for  your  answer,  I  found  I  was  a  better  judge  of  the 
matter  than  you  at  least  in  Europe  could  be.  Ihave  no 
reason  to  repent  of  my  determination;  a  few  years  will 
make  me,  if  not  as  rich  as  the  heir  of  Goat  HiU,  at  least 
able  to  enjoy  myself  without  the  drudgery  of  business, 
and  without  being  the  sycophant  of  greatness.  It  entirely 
depends  upon  yourself  on  what  rooting  we  are  hence- 
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forward  to  live.  If  you  behave  civilly  to  me,  I  shall  treat 
yon  with  politeness;  if  you  choose  to  declare  war,  nee 
Btiia  delraeto.  At  all  events,  know  you  are  nut  to  give 
yourself  any  insolent  aire  of  aaperiority  with  me,  for,  by 
God!  I  would  sail  from  the  New  World  to  do  myself 
justice.  However  meanly  you  have  presumed  to  think  of 
m^  the  King  has  given  me  a  right  to  wear  a  sword,  and 
God  bas  eiven  me  courage  to  use  it" 

( He  above  is  a  copy  of  a  rough  draught  of  a  letter 
in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  James  Grainger,  without  date. 
It  is  written  on  two  slips  of  paper,  previously  mutilated, 
with  numerous  abbreviations  and  contractions,  which  have 
been  carefally  supplied.    Ro.  Anderson,  Nov.  29, 1804.) 

*'  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Percy,  Boston  Mauduil." 


Dr.  Gbainoer  to  the  Rev.  T.  Pebct. 

"  My  dearest  Friend,  Buaetem,  Jm.  i6,  ITGI. 

**  I  am  just  now  informed  that  a  vesnel  sails  from  this 
port  to-morrow,  and,  though  I  am  pretty  much  hurried 
with  business,  I  could  not  omit  that  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing you  for  your  very  kind  letter,  and  the  present  that 
accompanied  it.  I  have  read  the  Odes  [to  Ooscurity  and 
Oblivion,  by  Bob  Lloyd,*  &c.]  with  uncommon  satisfac- 
tion, and  hope  they  will  produce  a  proper  change  in  the 
future  compositions  of  Mason  and  Gray,  I  ever  thought 
those  gentlemen,  especially  in  their  lyric  performances, 
too  obscure ;  indeed,  I  have  read  some  of  their  stanzas 
which  were  so  poetical  as  scarcely  to  be  sense.  Pindar,  in 
mv  opinion,  is  a  bad  model.  He  was  not  always  intelli- 
gible to  his  countrymen,  and  perhaps  his  two  great  imi- 
tators are  a  strong  proof  of  the  IHndarum  quisquis,  &c.  of 
Horace. 

**  I>epend  upon  it  the  *  Fragments'  [published  by 
Macpherson]  are  not  translated  from  the  Erse ;  there  is 
not  one  local  or  appropriated  image  in  the  whole.  I  once 
pused  (for  I  cannot  say  I  lived)  twelve  months  in  the 
irildest  part  of  the  Highlands.  The  author,  however,  is  a 
man  of  genius.  Muretus's  deception  f  was  scarcely  more 
ingenious. 

"  Mrs.  Grainger  desires  her  affectionate  compliments  to 

■  Bob«rt  LloTd  iru  bom  in  1733,  aad  died  Dbc.  1S,_  1764.  Tbe  two 
Ode*  bcre  apaken  of,  uyi  Mr.  Lloyd,  were  written  En  concert  nith  a 
MaW,  tW  udtor  of  "A  Jnloiu  Wifa  [Colnan]."  Thefani  printed  ia 
Uoj4-|  Work*. 

t  TUi  dte^lion  of  Mnretni  vu  ia  lome  LiCid  Tcriea  which  he  HAt  to 
Scali|«r  ■•  isw<pif,  aad  wUA  BcvUrr  k«limd  to  bt  >». 
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Mrs.  Percy,  as  does  MUs  Qtunger  to  Miss  Percy.  1 
sball  write  you  a  long  letter  by  the  Sect,  and  fill  then  am 
truly  your  "  •'*'■  Q«ai'">b«. 

"My  compliments  to  Mr.  Shenstone,  Binnel,  &c.  &o. 

"  Baueterrc,  June  i,  I7<1. 
"  Steme'a  ravings  [Tristram  Shandy]  I  have  read,  and 
have  as  often  swore  as  smiled  at  them.     I  never  relisbed 
Rabelais,  it  was  ever  too  highly  relished  for  me.     I  cannot 
therefore  admire  his  shatter-brained  successor. 

"  Kurd's  Dialogues  I  have  seen,  but  I  never  suspected 
they  were  his. 

"  Lord  Lyttelton's  are  worthy  of  him ;  he  seems,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  better  writer  than  companion.  He  nerer 
said  anything  more  true  than  that  no  money  ought  to 
be  spared  to  purchase  felicity.  ,    .      -c 

"I  have  given  you  already  my  opinion  of  the  Erse 
Fragments;  they  want  the  characteristic  manners  of  bar- 
barous antiquity ;  they,  however,  are  exquisite  modem 
pieces,  and  tne  schoolmaster  has  genius. 

"  The  sooner  your  brother*  comes  the  better ;  he  will 
not  long  be  out  of  employment.  Mrs.  Grainger  joins  me 
in  love  to  you  and  yours,  and  am,  my  dear  friend,  most 
affectionately  yours,  "  Jab.  Gkaingbe." 

"  My  dsar  Friend,  BuMtem,  June  s,  nsi. 

"  It  is  now  past  ten  at  night,  and  though  I  am  heartily 
tired  with  the  business  of  the  day,  which,  by-the-by,  has 
been  one  of  the  hottest  I  ever  felt  since  I  came  to  the 
West  Indies,  yet,  as  the  fleet  certainly  swls  to-morrow 
forenoon,  I  am  determined  to  encroach  an  hour  or  two 
upon  my  rest  to  fill  up  this  sheet.  In  the  first  place  I  am 
to  thank  you  for  your  present  to  Mrs.  Grainger  and  my 
little  girl.  Both  received  them  in  the  manner  so  much 
obligingness  deserved;  and  as  Louise  can  send  Miss  Percy 
no  fiterary  productions  from  her  native  island,  she  has 
only  been  able  to  tliank  your  daughter  with  a  pot  of 
sweetmeats,  which  she  hopes  will  please  her  palate  aa 
much  as  the  pictures  and  fine  print  have  done  hers.  You 
will  please  to  observe  that  the  sweetmeats,  with  a  pot  of 
pickled  peppers,  and  a  bottle  of  Cayon  butter,  which  my 
wife  desires  Mrs.  Percy  to  accept  of,  have  been  sent  to 
Mr.  Luard,  to  whom  you  must  write  your  directions  how 
they  are  to  be  forwarded  to  you. 

•  Mr.  AntlwB7  Bercf ;  h«  Uti  Nov.  7, 179S,  Kt.  64. 
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'*  I  was  i^eatljr  diBappointed  at  your  brother's  not 
coming  out  this  year.  I  had  aecured  a  place  for  him  with 
the  most  eminent  merchant  in  this  island,  which,  though 
it  was  far  from  being  equal  to  his  deservings,  or  my  own 
inclinations  to  serve  him,  yet,  as  it  would  have  put  him  in 
the  way  of  advancing  himself,  I  am  sorry  his  friends 
thought  it  not  advisable  to  accept  of;  they,  no  doubt,  are 
the  best  judges  what  would  be  of  most  advantage  ta  him ; 
yet  I  must  observe  to  you  that  there  is  at  present,  and, 
unless  a  scoundrelly  peace  is  made,  there  will  be  still 
greater  opportunitiea  for  a  young  man  who  knows  busi- 
ness, and  can  be  industrious,  to  advance  his  fortune.  If 
at  any  time  afterwards  your  brother  should  find  it  to  liis 
advantage  to  come  to  this  country,  he  may  always  depend 
upon  my  friendship,  and  till  be  can  better  provide  for 
himaelf  my  house  and  table  shall  be  at  bis  service. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  (for  you  who  are 
married  and  have  children  can  never  think  the  anecdotes 
of  the  nursery  impertinent)  that  my  little  girl  has  happily 
got  over  all  the  disorders  incident  to  infants.  The  smaU 
pox  were  lately  very  firequent  and  fatal  here,  and,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  be  constantly  with  the  infected,  I  found  myself 
under  a  necessity  of  inoculating  Louise,  eltbough  she  was 
then  teething.  Thank  Qod,  my  compelled  rashness  pro- 
duced no  bad  consequence,  for  though  she  had  an  in- 
credible number  of  pustules  yet  she  happily  recovered, 
and  her  looks  (no  small  consolation  to  a  parent)  have  r^ 
ceived  no  unfavourable  impression.  Poor  child,  both  she 
and  I  have  lately  met  with  a  dreadful  loss.  Her  grand- 
mother is  dead.  As  she  was  one  of  the  best  women  I 
ever  bad  the  happiness  of  knowing,  and  was  uncommonly 
fond  of  my  child,  you  will  easily  believe  my  concern.  She 
has  left  Louise  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  when  she 
comes  of  age,  and  myself  a  handsome  legacy;  but  what 
are  pecuniary  advantages  to  the  loss  of  so  sincere  and 
affectionate  a  friend  7 

"  I  ho^  you,  my  dear  friend,  have  met  with  no  losses 
of  this  kind,  and  that  your  children  (for  you  write  me  you 
have  two)  have  had  the  small  pox.  If  they  have  not,  pray 
let  them  be  inoculated. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  I  can  be  of  no  service  to 
you  in  either  of  your  schemes  as  to  the  illustrating  Don 
Quixote,  or  getting  you  Indian  poetry.*    The  Knight  of 

*  Tbii  puitjc  giTw  itimpn  ot  Mr.  Ttrey't  itudlM  Kid  .litcnrr  pnuKti 
•ttbUptifod, 
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La  Manchft  has  often  been  read  here  hefore,  but  as  to  those 
originals  whom  he  so  inimitably  ridicnles,  some  of  them 
may  have  passed  the  line  with  the  first  Spanish  adveo- 
turera,  but  you  might  with  the  same  probability  of 
SUocesB  look  for  Greek  inscriptions  as  any  of  them  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  island.  Readings,  I  assure  yoo,  ia 
the  least  part  of  a  Creole's  consideration.  It  is  cTen 
happy  if  they  can  read  at  all ;  spell  few  of  them  can ;  and 
when  they  take  up  s  book,  modem  romance,  magazines, 
or  newspapers  are  the  extent  of  their  lucubrations.  How 
fir  the  North  Americans  are  greater  proficients  in  litera- 
ture than  the  West  Indians  I  cannot  determine :  sure  I 
am  they  are  men  of  less  probity,  from  the  Bpectmens  I 
haVe  had  of  that  country,  and  I  can  safely  add  not  better 
scholars.  Hence  you  see  the  total  inabihty  1  am  under 
of  not  being  able  to  gratify  myself,  in  rendering  those 
Works,  which  I  conceive  must  add  to  your  literary  reputa- 
tion, more  perfect  in  their  kind.  You  therefore  can  only 
have  my  good  wishes  for  their  completion  and  success. 

"  Neither  I  nor  Mrs.  Grainger  nave  been  able  to  read 
the  Chinese  Romance  *  thoroughly  through ;  for  t^i 
months  past  my  house  has  been  an  hospital,  and  last 
month  my  worthy  mother-in-law  died  here.  We  there- 
fbni  reserve  it  for  more  easy  leisure ;  at  the  same  time  I 
must  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Bourryau,  who  has  criticiJly 
perused  it,  tbinks  very  differently  of  it  from  the  iearwd 
Critics  of  the  Annals  of  Literature. 

"  You  may  remember  I  some  time  ago  mentioned 
my  being  engaged  in  a  work  of  some  length  and  diffi- 
culty. Lately  I  completed  it,  at  least  for  the  present, 
though  no  les9  than  a  Georgic,  and  in  four  books  too.  It 
is  called  the  'Cane  Piece, 't  and  was  composed  mostly  in 
my  rides  to  the  different  parts  of  the  island  to  visit  my 
patients.  I  now  send  you  the  whole  (  only  as  I  have  seen 
no  hurricane,  and  have  not  yet  bad  time  to  arrange  my 
remarks  on  a  fire  by  night  in  a  cane  field,  those  parts  in 
tiie  second  book  are  incomplete.  When  I  can  finish  them 
to  any  sort  of  purpose,  you  shall  have  them.  What  I 
have  to  desire  of  you,  my  friend,  is  bo  peruse  t^e  MS. 
with  the  utmost  attention,  and,if  you  then  sincerely  think 
that  its  publication  will  establish  my  poetical  &me,  I  must 
beg  of  you  to  polish  it  with  the  utmost  exactness.  I 
would  also  request  the  same  favour  of  Mr.  Shenstone  and 

Hm  Kion  ChoBo ;  or,  ■  Pleuing  Hiitory  tnnalat«d  from  the  CliineM 
XaniWfe.  4  toI*.  1T6I.     B;  Dr.  Piror. 
t  AftcTwird*  printed  nnder  the  nane  of  "The  Sdsw  Cue,"  fenrboofci. 
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Mr.  Binnel ;  and  this  X  flatter  myself  they  will  readily 
comply  with,  unless  more  important  avocations  employ 
their  attention.  The  second  book  you  will  see  is  addressed 
to  our  friend  at  the  Leasowes;  and  I  must  tell  you  it  is  my 
favourite  one  of  the  whole.  Binnel  knows  already,  and 
you  will  please  to  let  Mr.  Shenstone  know,  that  1  can  bear 
to  have  my  verses  butchered,  as  Thomson  used  to  call  it, 
so  that  they  need  not  stand  upon  ceremony  with  me.  In 
Khort,  I  desire  my  work  should  be  as  perfect  as  possible ; 
thef  therefore  cannot  be  too  critical  in  its  perusal.  Their 
remarks  and  sentiments  please  to  send  me  by  the  packet 
which  sails  every  month  from  Falmouth,  for  as  the 
subject  is  foreign  to  any  thing  Britishj  it  is  possible 
Uiey  may  think  alterations  necessary  where  it  would  take 
away  from  the  truth  of  the  poem.  The  whole  is  con- 
tained in  three  letters,  directed  as  usual.  My  design,  in 
case  they  meet  with  your  and  your  friends'  approbation, 
it  to  have  them  printed  by  Baskerville  in  4to.  on  the  finest 
pftper,  with  tailki  donees,  and,  as  I  can  have  almost  every 
gentleman  in  this  island  for  a  subscriber,  I  propose  to 
publish  it  in  that  way.  However,  this  is  a  distant  af&ir, 
and  I  never  will  make  it  public  unless  I  am  assured  my 
character  cannot  suffer  thereby.  I  intend  to  address  the 
whole  to  Mr.  IMtt ;  this  is  uncourtly,  but  I  desire  no 
favoura,  indeed  I  stand  in  need  of  none.  My  business 
is  enough  for  me.  You  cannot  be  more  surprised  at  the 
rapidity  of  the  conquest  of  Martinique  than  we  are  here. 
Art  and  nature  had  done  their  utmost  to  render  it  impreg- 
nable, and  the  day  our  people  first  landed  at  Cas  des 
N&vires  there  were  18,000  opponents  to  them  in  arms. 
But  what  cannot  British  spirit  when  conducted  by  prudent 
md  gallant  officers?  One  thing  I  must,  however,  inform 
you  of:  the  soldiers  and  inferior  officers  actually  took  it; 
nor  was  it  known  to  their  generals,  nor  indeed  believed, 
when  they  were  told  of  their  having  reduced  Morne 
Gamier.  A  drunken  soldier  occasioned  the  surrender  of 
rt»e  fort  "  Yours  sincerely,       Jas.  Grainobr. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Percys  Easton  Mauduit." 

"  My  dear  Percy,  Basselerre,  Jn^  25,  1768. 

"  Although  I  have,  great  reason  to  believe  I  shall  not 
bare  time  to  fill  up  the  half  of  this  sheet,  as  the  fleet  sails 
to-morrow,  and  my  house  is  as  noisy  as  an  inn,  yet  I  have 
•at  down  to  it,  with  a  resolution  of  blotting  as  much  of  it 
as  I  can. 
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"  By  the  June  fleet,  which  must  h&ve  got  to  England 
by  this  tiDie,  I  sent  you  a  book*  instead  of  a  letter,  which  I 
hope  you  have  received.  Every  packet  was  addressed,  as 
usual,  to  Lord  Sussex,  and  therefore  I  flatter  myself  they 
came  safe  to  hand. 

"  I  now  send  you  some  additions ;  and  must  conjure 
you,  by  our  friendship,  to  give  the  whole  a  serious  and 
critical  perusal.  There  can  be  no  mediocrity  in  a  Georgic. 
You  must  therefore  tell  me  at  once  if  you  think  mine  of 
that  stamp:  it  shall  then  be  suppressed;  for  I  mean  to 
establish  (not  lose)  the  character  of  a  poet. 

"  I  know  your  regard  for  me  inclines  you  to  think  well 
of  every  thing  I  write ;  I  must,  therefore,  entreat  you  to 
communicate  the  whole  to  Mr.  Shenstone,  as  he  knows 
me  less,  and  must  be  more  dispassionate. 

"  I  have  made  many  verbal  corrections  of  the  whole ; 
but  these  I  shall  not  send  till  I  receive  your  opinion  of 
the  piece,  which  I  desire  may  be  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity ;  and  you  know  the  packet  suls  five  or  six  times 
a-year  from  Falmouth  for  the  West  Indies. 

"  The  Preface,  Arguments  to  each  Book,  and  Dedica- 
tion,  are  also  finished ;  but  these  it  were  needless  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  unless  the  work  attracts  your  approbation. 

"  Ktt  is  my  patron  ;  you  see  by  that  1  am  no  courder. 
Thank  God,  I  want  no  favour  from  that  quarter,  and 
would  rather  gain  an  honest  livelihood  by  the  sweat  of 
my  brow  than  enjoy  any  post  liis  Majesty  could  give 
me,  with  the  loss  of  freedom  of  speech  and  my  inte- 
grity. Indeed  I  am  astonished  how  men  of  independent 
estates  can  submit  to  the  drudgery  of  court  attendance. 
They  may  be  ambitious,  but  are  not  philosophers;  they 
may  be  fond  of  titles  and  distinction,  but  are  quite  out  of 
the  road  to  contentment  and  feUcity.  No  doubt  all 
courtiers  are  not  vain  or  ambitious.  Some  may  carry  with 
them  the  virtues  of  the  shade  into  the  sunshine  of  the 
throne,  yet  they  bad  better  not  continue  too  long,  in  that 
climate;  else  they  will  ns  certainly  assimilate  all  the 
courtly  enormities,  as  the  south  wind,  when  it  blows  here 
for  any  time,  bums^up  our  cane  lands.  But  peace  to  all 
such! 

"  Let  me  proceed  to  a  more  pleasing  subject.  You  have 
been  at  great  pains  in  collecting  your  notes  to  the  Chinese 
History.     They  tlirow  much  light  upon  it;  and,  to  deal 

■  "  The  Sugar  Cane,"  in  MS. 
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fntiUy  with  you,  I  think  they  constitate  the  most  valuable 
part  of  yOQT  book. 

"  I  told  you  I  conld  be  of  no  service  to  you  in  pro- 
moting  your  intentional  publications ;  ve  have  no  old 
books  of  knight-errantry  in  this  island,  and  nobody  can  t^ 
me  any  thing  of  the  Charibbean  poetry ;  indeed,  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  these  savages,  I  have  no  curiosity  to  know 
ought  of  their  compositions. 

"  I  have,  however,  desired  a  nephew  of  mine  (a  gentle- 
man of  learning  and  genius),  who  goes  to-morrow  to  North 
America  for  his  pleasure,  to  make  all  imaginable  inquiry 
after  the  poetry  of  the  North  Americans;  and  he  has  pro- 
mised to  do  it.  If  he  has  any  success,  you  may  depend 
upon  my  transmitting  the  effects  of  it  to  you. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  increase  of  your  family ;  but 
let  me  entreat  you  to  have  your  children  inoculated.  You 
have  no  right  to  call  them  yours  tall  they  have  had  the 
measles  and  small  pox.  I  inoculated  ^with  my  own  handa} 
Uiree  times  my  Louise,  before  she  took  the  infection. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  my  little  girl  answers  all 
my  expectations.  She  has  immense  spirits,  and  is  natu- 
rally very  healthy.  She  grows  vastly  entertaining,  and  ia 
ft  great  favourite  with  everybody  here.  She  has  a  pretty 
Uttle  Mulatto  slave,  about  five  years  of  age,  whom  she  is 
very  fond  of;  and  what  makes  me  love  my  child  is  her 
humanity;  for  she  will  immediately  burst  into  tears  if 
John  (fOT  so  the  Mulatto  is  called)  is  whipped,  or  falls  a 
crying.  This,  however,  is  a  bad  country  for  inspiring 
children  with  tenderness.  Wherever  slavery  obtuns, 
tyranny,  insolence,  impetuosity  (not  to  mention  any  other 
vioes]  must  ever  bear  sway.  But  how  repugnant  these 
to  the  genius  of  our  government ;  how  repugnant,  indeed, 
to  the  general  welfare  !  1  am  therefore  at  no  small  pains 
to  counteract  the  moral  tendencies  of  the  island ;  and,  if  I 
do  not  deceive  myself,  my  child  promises  to  be  pretty  free 
from  the  Creole  vices. 

"  I  am  lucky ;  this  happens  to  be  a  hall  night  at,  I  assure 
Tou,  a  very  great  room, — no  less  than  the  2  emple  of  ApoUo 
IS  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  so  that  I  have  got  a  little 
more  time  than  I  at  first  expected,  and  shall  scrawl  oil 
now  to  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

"  We  have  good  news  from  the  Havannah.  Our  forces 
have .  opened  their  batteries  against  that  strong  place, 
"nie^  have  met  with  no  diwsters  hitherto,  and  we  ba^'C 
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reuon  to  believe  that  at  this  minute  they  bare  posseMed 
themseLves  of  that  most  valuable  fortress.  Is  this  &  time 
to  make  an  igitominious  peace  i  But  we  never  yet  could 
cope  with  the  French  at  ne^tiation.  If  we  neglect  this 
opportunity,  adieu,  adieu,  to  those  glorious  Islands ! 
« I  am,  dear  Percy,  with  my  love  to  you  and  yours, 
"  Most  truly  your  friend, 

"  Jas.  Gsainobr. 
"  Bev.  Mr.  Percy,  Eaaton  Maudidt" 

"  My  dear  Pebcy,  Buutem,  April  10,  17U. 

"  It  is  now  better  than  fourteen  months  since  I  had  die 
pleasure  of  a  line  from  you  t  this  cessation  of  writing 
would  at  all  times  have  given  me  pain,  as  you  have  ever 
been  a  punctual  correspondent;  but  at  present  I  own  my 
nneasiness  receives  some  increase  from  my  having  sent 
you  the  four  books  of  my  Qeorgic  early  last  summer,  in 
four  letters  directed  as  usual ;  and  about  slk  months  ago 
I  inclosed  for  you  the  description  of  a  cane  piece  on  mt 
in  the  night,  with  several  corrections  of  the  part  fbnnerly 
transmitted  you.  My  four  books  you  must  have  received, 
because  they  were  entrusted  to  tlie  care  of  a  brother-in- 
law  of  my  wife's,  who  then  went  to  England  with  his 
&mily ;  and  the  addition  went  by  a  Captain  who  got  aafit 
to  Europe,  and  who  put  my  letter  in  the  Post  Office. 

"  In  all  those  letters  I  pressed  you  to  write  me  by  th« 
earliest  opportunity  (and  in  particular  by  the  packet)  yonr 
undiifuised  sentiments  of  my  poem  ]  I  have  tharMore 
been  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  every  quarter, 
and  every  quarter  I  have  been  disappointed. 

"  One  packet  was  taken  by  the  French  abont  seven 
months  ago;  perhaps  my  letters  from  you  were  on  board 
of  her.  This  gives  me  some  comfort,  as  you  may  still 
have  had  no  accident  happen  to  yon ;  for  I  flatter  mysrif, 
nothing  but  sickness  or  death  could  make  you  forget  me. 

"  I  have  now  completed  the  Cane  Piece,  such  as  t  coald 
wish  to  have  it  appear ;  but  I  shall  not  transcribe  either 
my  corrections  or  additions  for  England  widioot  first  hear- 
ing from  you. 

"  About  five  months  ago  I  had  like  to  have  died  j  and 
in  my  will  I  left  parUcular  directions  that  all  my  poetical 
writings  should  oe  transmitted  to  you,  and  that  Jron 
should  be  absolute  master  of  thdr  destiny.  I  know  you 
would  have  allowed  nothing  of  mine  to  navt  been  |nib- 
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Hshad  that  would  hftTe  traDsmitted  me  to  after-times  in  an 
unworthy  manner ;  and  I  had  rather  not  be  talked  about 
hereafter,  than  talked  of  as  an  indifferent  poet.  I  sincerely 
eongratnlate  you  on  the  increase  of  your  hmily,  aa  on  the 
increase  of  your  domestic  happiness,  and  I  hope  your 
children  will  possess  all  those  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
which  you  would  wish  them  possessed  of.  My  wife  has 
giren  me  as  yet  no  further  addition  to  my  family ;  but  she 
w  now  with  child,  and  I  hope  will  haye  better  luck  with 
this  than  she  had  with  two  boys  (twins)  last  year. 

"  I  am  much  obUged  to  you  for  the  kind  offer  you  make 
me  of  becoming  a  fother  to  my  daughter,  when  sent  to 
En^nd.  1  am  well  aware  of  me  eitreme  importance  of 
the  ofEce ;  and  I  should  have  no  scruple  of  committing 
my  Louise  to  your  sole  direction,  but  certainly  it  is  time 
enough  to  send  her  for  England  at  six  years  of  age ;  till 
that  period  of  life,  children  may  remain  with  even  the 
moat  induU^nt  parents  in  the  West  Indies ;  after  that, 
tbey  afaoula  be  shipped  off  for  Europe  without  loaa  of 
time. 

"  What  is  become  of  your  brother  f  I  could  have  got 
him  employment  twen^  times  over  at  the  Qrenadas, 
where  many  of  my  friends  hare  purchased  large  planta- 
Ivma.  I  too  should  have  become  an  adventurer  there 
had  I  had  any  ready  cash,  but  I  had  converted  all  my 
money  into  negroes.  However,  I  may  yet  be  able  to  bor- 
row R  thousand  or  two  sterling,  and  then  I  shall  certainly 
make  a  push  either  in  that  island  or  in  some  of  the  neutral. 

''At  this  time  money  properly  laid  out  will  pay  the 
peiaon  who  haiards  it  better  than  eight  per  cent. ;  judi- 
tioQB  purchasers  can  therefore  well  afford  to  pay  seven  per 
cent,  for  money. 

"  Mr.  Bonrryau  haa  bought  a  vast  estate  in  Grenada^ 
and  by  that  meant  1  can  get  no  money  on  loan  from  him. 
I,  however,  still  hope  to  be  able  soon  to  acquaint  you  of 
my  being  at  last  master  of  as  much  land  in  this  country 
as  one  of  the  descendants  of  Bright,  of  fat  memory,  could 
walk  over  in  £ve  minutes  at  noon  in  July  or  August. 

"  Are  the  people  with  you  all  gone  mad  ?  I  never  read 
such  shocking  stuff  in  my  life  as  the  political  papers  for 
some  time  past  published;  they  are  even  a  disgrace  to 
Grub  Street,  and  nothing  can  exceed  the  folly  of  losing 
time  in  their  perusal  but  the  wickedness  of  writing  them. 

"  The  folks  here  are  not  over  well  pleased  with  the 
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terms  of  the  peace.  They  say  it  might  have  been  made 
more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Sugar  Islands ;  and,  no  doubt, 
had  Porto  Rico  been  ceded  to  us,  in  a  few  years  that  island 
would  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  mother  country, 
than  all  our  other  West  India  colonies  put  together.  I 
speak  this  from  good  authority.  But  the  time  is  over, 
and  we  shall  hardly  ever  have  such  an  opportunity  again. 

*'  Please  to  make  my  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Percy.  Mrs.  Granger  also  desires  the  same  favour  of 
you;  and  do  not  forget  me  to  Mr.  Shenstone  (to  whom 
my  second  and  favourite  Georgic  is  addressed)  and  to 
Mr.  Binnel.  I  hope  yet  to  embrace  you  all ;  and  nm,  in 
the  meanwhile,  dear  Percy,  yours.         Jab.  GaAiNOSB. 

"  Rev,  Mr,  Percy,  Eaaion  Maudnit." 


"My  dear  pbibnd  Percy,  London,  so  Nov.  1163. 

"  I  came  to  town  on  Saturday  night  much  ^tigued  from 
Scotland,  where  I  had  been  on  family  business  for  some 
weeks.  What  I  came  about  I  have  done  to  my  satisfao 
tion.  How  can  I  see  you  ?  My  time  is  short,  and  yet  I 
must  see  you.  I  have  luckily  got  your  two  last  letters  at 
Mr.  Luaru'sj  and  am  obliged  toyou  for  the  books.  I  have 
brought  a  corrected  copy  of  *  The  Sugar  Cane,'  which  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  Lord  Kames.  Your  account  of 
poor  Shenstone*  and  Binnelt  drew  tears  from  my  eyes.  I 
shall  never  forget  them.  God  preserve  you  in  |;ood  health ! 
What  would  become  of  me  were  you  too  snatched  away  ? 
I  rejoice  in  the  increase  of  your  family.  May  they  be  every 
thing  you  and  Mrs.  Percy  desire  !  If  they  resemble  thur 
&ther  and  mottier  they  will  be  esteemed  here  and  happy 
hereafter,  and  I  can  think  of  no  greater  blessing.  Direct 
to  me  at  Mr.  Luard's,  and  believe  me,  my  dearest  Percy, 
*'  Your  most  affectionate  friend, 

"  Jab.  Gbaingbb. 

"  My  best  respects  to  good  Mrs,  Percy,  and  kiss  the  dear 
children. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Percy,  Eatlon  Mauduit." 

i,  igcd  A2. 
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"  Dear  Percy,  Smminge,  Jsn,  22,  m*. 

"  The  Foulis's  have  not  yet  made  any  copper  plates 
from  the  Chevy  Chase  drawings,  so  you  need  not  wait  for 
that  embellishment  to  the  hallad.  Had  Mr.  Dodsleysent 
me  Petrarch  and  Lord  Surrey,  I  could  have  compared 
them  since  I  came  to  Mr.  Spooner's.  For  want  of  that 
employment  I  have  travelled  through  Japan  with  Kemp- 
fer,  and  made  the  tour  of  the  Chinese  Wall  with  Atha- 
naaius  Kircher.  What  a  liar  that  good  father  is !  But 
neither  Hisson  nor  Pekin  yield  me  half  the  amusement 
that  Arthur's  Court  used  to  do  at  your  fireside.  I  am 
come  to  no  absolute  determination  with  regard  to  '  The 
Sugar  Cane.'  I  will  not,  however,  risque  its  publication 
at  my  own  expense.  Suppose  you  mentioned  it  to  Mr. 
Tonson.  I  am  told  he  is  n)ore  of  a  gentleman  in  his 
dealings  than  any  of  the  trade.  Sam  Johnson  has  got 
the  second  book,  but  whether  he  has  yet  perused  it  I 
know  not;  perhaps  it  may  He  in  his  desk  untouched  till  I 
call  for  it. 

"  Mr.  White  is  to  send  you  his  English  Verb,*  hand- 
somely bound.  I  have  staid  longer  here  than  I  intended 
when  I  left  London,  but  the  roads  hereabouts  have  been 
impassable  for  postchaises;  I  expect,  however,  to  get  to 
town  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Pray  remember  me  to 
worthy  Mrs.  Percy,  whose  civilities  I  never  shall  forget, 
and  kiss  all  the  cbildren  for  me.  I  hope  they  are  aU  in 
good  health ;  fur,  without  that,  what  pleasure  can  they 
afford  their  parents  ?  God  bless  them  !  I  long  to  see  you 
all,  and  to  escape  from  noisy  grandeur  to  sauntering  tran- 
quillity ;  and  yet  the  country  hereabouts  is  dry  for  walk- 
ing, and  we  talk  of  scarce  anv  thing  else  but  dear  St. 
Christopher.  I  have  been  made  happy  with  letters  from 
thence  since  I  saw  you.  My  good  little  woman  was  then 
at  Antigua  with  one  of  her  sisters,  and  you  may  be  certain 
Louise  was  there  also.  I  shall  not  set  out  for  the  West 
Indies  before  the  Spring.  Mr.  Vershold,  who  sailed  be- 
fore I  came  down  to  Easton,  was  drove  ashore  at  Plymoutlx 
in  the  last  storm.  How  lucky  it  was  I  did  not  embark 
with  him,  and  yet  it  almost  broke  my  heart  to  think  he 

■  Mr.  Jainei  White  was  s  schoolmaster  in  Cecil  Street  in  the  Stnmil. 
He  ifterwvdi  rflnioved  to  Dablin,  vliere  he  pnriued  ths  useful  career  of 
mitmctiDg  fonth  for  tsBn^  yetre  with  coDiiiterible  reputatian.  He  pub< 
liihed  ''  ^e  Engliab  Verb,  a  GrammKtical  Esiij  in  the  Didactic  Porm." 
8to.  1T61.  In  1TS9  he  tniuUted  "The  Clouda,  &  Corned;,  bf  Aiia- 
lophane*."    He  died  abont  181 1.     See  Ut.  Aaecdotet,  II.  3B0,  734. 
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should  go  to  St.  KUf  s  without  me,  bb  I  promited  my 
poor  Daniel*  to  return  with  him.  Direct  for  me  u  usnal 
at  Mr.  Luard's,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Percy,  your 
most  affectionate  friend, 

Jab.  GBAiNOBit." 


"  Deab  Percy,  March  24,  1T64. 

"  By  having  been  for  some  davs  past  at  Mr,  Loard's  in 
the  country,  1  did  not  get  your  letter  till  this  day,  which 
must  apologize  for  my  not  answering  it  sooner. 

"  I  was  robbed  about  three  o'clock  of  the  day  we 
parted,  about  three  miles  on  this  side  St.  Alban's.  Luckily 
he  did  not  ask  for  my  watch,  and  went  off  by  telling  me 
he  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  take  our  money.  So  dvil 
are  our  highwaymen.  In  France  or  Spun  our  death 
would  have  preceded  the  robbery. 

"  I  have  had  but  one  proof  of  the  '  Sugar  Cane'  since  I 
came  to  t^ondon.  The  notes  do  not  disfigure  the  i>age, 
and  therefore  I  have  consented  to  let  them  remain  where 
they  desire  them  to  be  in  my  300.  I  have  taken  ray  pas- 
sage for  the  middle  of  next  month  ;  my  matters  may  be 
sent  therefore  as  soon  as  possible.     Remember  me  in  a 

B,rtioular  manner  to  Mr.  Lyef  ^nd  his  mistress.  Send 
Ddsley  an  order  for  your  Ballads,  &c.  When  I  taxed 
little  Goldsmith  X  for  not  writing  as  he  promised  me,  his 
answer  was,  that  he  never  wrote  a  letter  in  his  life,  and 
faith,  I  believe  him,  unless  to  a  bookseller  for  moDey. 

*'  I  shall  call  on  Mr.  Apperley  as  you  desire.  He  is  a 
good  sort  of  a  young  man.  I  am,  with  my  best  respects 
to  the  good  woman  and  little  folks,  dear  Percy,  your  af- 
fectionate friend, 

"  Ja8.  Gbainobh. 
"  Direct  to  me  at  Mr.  White's,  who  sends  his  compli- 
ments.   He  has  not  yet  had  the  Fragments  [of  Runic 
Poetry]." 


"  Dear  Pbrcy,  Aprti  e,  itm. 

'*  Strahan  goes  slowly  on  with  the  '  Sugar  Cane.'    I  have 

had  a  proof  of  the  last  sheet  of  the  first  book.     It  makes 

only  SIX  sheets,  for  he  has  unmercifully  crowded  twenty' 

five  lines  into  each  page.     The  notes,  after  all,  are  put  at 
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tfae  bottom,  but  they  do  not  disfigure  the  page.  Sam 
Johnson  says  he  will  review  it  in  the  Critical.  He  talks 
bandsomely  of  you.  I  mentioned  to  him  your  Disserts 
tioB  on  the  English  Drama,  and  he  expressed  e  desire  to 
■M  it.  1  have  not  yet  had  time  to  peep  into  Mallet* ■ 
lately  imported  books,  bat  I  shall,  for  Mr,  White  ander- 
atanos  not  the  French,  My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy, 
and  kiss  the  children.  I  am,  dear  Percy,  your  affectionate 
friend, 

*'  Jab,  Grainger." 


"  My  DBARB8T  FfilBND,'  London,  April  30,  17«4. 

"  What  could  put  it  into  your  head  that  I  was  angry 
with  you  ?  God  \nows  you  never  gave  me  any  cause,  and 
I  flatter  myself  the  longer  you  ana  I  live,  and  tlie  better 
we  know  one  another,  the  stricter  will  our  friendship  be. 

"  1  have  been  so  hurried  of  late  with  preparing  for  my 
departure  to  the  New  World  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
command  one  half  hour  of  tranquillity  to  sit  down  and 
write  you ;  and  now  that  I  am  wnting  you,  my  head  is  so 
confused  tiiat  I  scarce  know  what  end  of  me  is  uppermost, 

"  This  forenoon  I  set  out  for  Southampton,  where  I 
embark.  The  ship's  name  is  the  Generous  Planter,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Calf.  She  is  river-built  and  sails  well. 
"Rie  Captain  is  a  good-natured  man,  and  has  long  used 
our  traae.    There  are  some  agreeable  passengers. 

"  God  bless  you  and  yours  with  every  happiness  your 
heart  can  desire,  and  believe  me,  with  my  best  respects  to 
worthy  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  little  ones,  dear  Percy,  your 
ever  affectionate  mend, 

"  Ja8.  Gbainqbb.'* 


[On  Shenatone's  Poems.] 

"  SoottuDptOD.  Mb;  14,  ITM. 
'*  All  the  blank  verse  performances  are  languid,  and  too 
long.  Blank  verse  must  hava  sublimity  to  supply  the 
want  of  the  charms  of  rhyme,  and  loftiness  was  certainly 
not  oar  friend's  characteristia.  He  was  the  poet  of  ele- 
gance and  the  country.  Borne  few  of  the  prose  pieces 
have  merit ;  but  the  best  of  them  are  flippant,  antithetical, 
and  Ft«Dsh.    Often  ioaccumte  in  the  expression,  I  in  Tun 
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look  for  the  autiior  of  the '  School-mistress'  in  tlie  thoughts 
and  sentiments.  Had  Shenstoiie  been  olive,  he  would  not 
h&re  published  them  in  their  present  dishabille.  £ven 
the  Elegies,  which  are  confessedly  the  moat  poetical  of  his 
works,  are  they  not  Bometimes  obscure  ?  1  cert^iily  do 
not  always  understand  them.  The  '  Sugar  Cane'  is  printed, 
but  when  it  will  be  pubUshed  I  know  not.  Desire  Dodsley 
to  send  you  down  a  copy. 

"  My  love  to  good  Mrs.  Percy,  and  kiss  the  little  folks. 
"  Yours,  most  affectionately, 

"Ja3.  Gbaingbb. 

"  7%e  Rev.  Mr.  Percy." 


"My  dear  FlilEND,  BiKeterrB,  M«rch  25,  1765. 

"  Some  weeks  ago  I  wrote  you  a  moderately  long  letter;' 
since  that  was  sent  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  one  from 
you,  inclosing  me  your  elegant  Dedication  to  Lady  North- 
umberland. I  am  not  very  fond  of  your  writing  the  His- 
tory of  the  House  of  Percy;  it  appears  to  me  not  only  a 
limited  but  a  disagreeable  subject.  Can  you  vindicate 
(palliatives  will  not  do  in  a  history,  whatever  they  may  in 
a  panegyric,)  the  conduct  of  the  old  Earl  of  Nordiumber- 
land  in  James  the  First's  time,  who  was  so  long  impri- 
soned on  account  of  the  Gunpowder  Treason  ?  How  can 
you  cast  a  veil  on  the  conduct  of  his  son,  with  regard  to 
his  gratitude  to  King  Charles  ?  In  short,  my  friend,  I'w- 
cerlis  cineri  doloso,  and  if  your  patrons  cannot  Ijear  to  hear 
the  severity  of  historical  truth,  you  should  handsomely 
decline  writing  the  history  of  their  ancestors. 

"  Is  my  lady  or  her  lord  a  lover  of  botany  ?  If  so,  ac- 
quaint me,  and  I  will  send  them  a  nobler  collection  of 
exotic  seeds  than  ever  yet  went  to  Europe. 

"  My  friend,  I  can  disguise  nothing  from  you,  uot  even 
my  ambitious  views.  After  having  carefully  surveyed  all  the 
new  islands,  I  have  come  to  the  resolution  of  leading  green 
St.  Christopher  for  ever  and  for  aye,  and  of  becooiing  a 
planter  in  St.  Vincent.  1  have  the  happiness  of  bong  upon 
the  best  terms  with  General  &Ielv)Ue,and  if  he  had  a  place 
of  importance  in  his  gift,  suited  to  my  talents,  he  would 
give  it  me ;  but  I  know  he  has  no  such  preferment ;  and 
yet  I  could  be  glad  upon  many  accounts  that  I  were  pos- 
sessed of  any  gtunful  place.  Without  being  the  slave  of 
business,  as  I  nare  hitherto  been,  I  should  then  be  enabled 
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to  follow  the  impulse  of  my  genius,  and  range,  for  botani- 
cal purposes, 

'  He  Tilei,  tha  hilli,  the  forsit,  and  the  moniibun.' 

"  In  one  word,  could  you  not  insinuate  to  my  lord,*  tiiat 
a  botanist  and  inspector  of  his  Majesty's  reserved  wood- 
lands in  the  new  islands  would  be  a  place  of  great  utility 
to  the  King  (as  it  certainly  would),  if  entrusted  to  one 
who  understood  the  nature  of  vegetables,  and  who  would 
devote  much  of  hia  time  to  pursuits  of  that  kind  ?  You 
know  my  enthusiasm.  You  know  that  if  the  vegetable 
world  was  committed  to  my  care,  I  would  use  my  best 
endeavours  to  turn  it  to  the  benefit  of  my  King  and  my 
country. 

"  Were  I  not  persuaded  that  you  will  at  last  get  a  roitre,t 
I  should  propose  to  you  to  become  an  adventurer  in  our 
new  acquisition,  and  to  come  out  here  with  my  good 
friend  Mrs.  Percy.  For  assure  yourself,  ray  friend,  since 
the  settlement  of  Jamaica  there  never  was  a  time  when  a 
little  money  and  much  industry  had  so  fair  a  prospect  of 
great  success  as  at  present.  Could  I  have  the  happiness 
of  conversing  with  you  one  half  hour,  I  should  certainly 
convince  you.  Geoi^  Taylor  thinks  as  I  do,  and  goes  to 
St.  Vincent  along  with  me.  I  could  wish  you  had  a  little 
plantation  in  my  neighbourhood ;  what  pleasure  would  it 
give  me  in  taking  care  of  it  for  you !  Pray  think  of  this. 
One  thousand  pounds  laid  out  in  the  manner  I  would  dis- 
pose it,  should  bring  you  in,  from  the  first  year,  full  eight 
per  cent. ;  and  if  the  interest  was  allowed  to  accumulate, 
that  is,  if  the  produce  of  the  land  was  to  be  expended  on 
its  improvement,  I  could  almost  insure  you  a  good  estate 
of  three  or  even  four  hundred  a  year  in  a  very  few  years. 
Pray  think  of  this,  Percy,  again.  I  am  so  persuaded  of  its 
certainty,  that  I  shall  sell  almost  all  my  poor  brother  left 
me  in  Scotland,  and  shall  lay  it  out  in  St.  Vincent, 

**  I  beg  you  to  kiss  the  children  for  me,  and  tell  them 
Louise  longs  to  play  ivith  them  in  England.  My  wife 
desires  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs.  Percy.  She  thanks  her 
most  kindly  for  her  care  of  me  when  we  were  shut  out, 
mot  from  the  garden  of  Eden,  at  Eoston  Mauduit.  She 
hopes  yet  to  see  her,  and  to  be  as  fond  of  her  as  she 
knows  me  to  be  of  you.  Write  me  soon,  and  send  me 
out  what  the  Reviews,  &c.  have  said  of  my  poem.    The 

*  Hogh  Earl  of  NarthDmberlaiul  ;  created  Poke  of  NorthamlMrlaiid  in 
IT66,  imI  dSad  I7B6. 
+  Dr.  Qninser  pnred  a  tn«  piophct. 
VOL.  VII.  U 
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planters  say  it  is  impudent  in  a  Scot  to  pretend  to  teadi 
planting.  I  had  it  advertised  here  for  a  charitable  pur- 
pose, and,  to  the  honour  of  the  taste  of  this  ialand,  I  have 
got,  how  many  subscribers  do  you  think  P  why,  only  a  bare 
dozen  1  At  Antigua,  indeed,  I  was  honoured  with  a  nume- 
rous and  important  subscription,  as  there  is  notaperaon  of 
real  eminence  whose  name  I  have  not.  I  have  sent  for  my 
friend  Mr.  Johnstone,  in  Bread  Street  Hill,  two  dozen  to 
be  distributed  among  my  friends.  It  was  mere  fbrgetfnl- 
ness  in  me,  when  I  left  London ;  pray  apologize  for  me 
again  to  my  &iends,  especially  to  Mr.  Lye.  I^e  good  old 
man  will,  I  am  afraid,  think  I  have  forgot  him;  no  aucli 
thing,  I  assure  you ;  but  I  have  been  so  very  busy  ever 
unce  my  return,  that  I  have  really  not  had  time  to  perform 
my  promises.  I  had  intended  to  have  sent  him  tlie  mni 
by  (his  vessel ;  but  I  have  been  disEippointed,  for  I  will 
send  none  but  the  very  best.  You  shall  also  have  some 
sweetmeats  for  yourself;  they  are  now  preparing.  I  bave 
got  some  cocoa-nuts  curiously  cut  by  the  negroes.  Do  yoa 
think  such  things  would  be  acceptaole  to  Lady  Nortbum* 
berland  i  Half  a  dozen  copies  will  be  marked  for  you, 
whicli  please  send  for  to  Mr.  Johnstone's,  and  dispoae  t^ 
them  as  you  think  proper.  Send  me  out  the  '^Ballads,*  and 
let  me  know  what  the  world  says  of  them.  I  bc^  you 
will  sing  yourself  at  least  into  a  stalls  if  not  into  a  throne. 
"Yours,  for  ever,  J,  G." 

"  Jtev.  Mr.  Percy,  Easton  Maaduit." 


"  My  deadest  Friend,  [ReeeiTed  b  8«pL  iru.] 

"  I  received  some  weeks  ago  your  invaluable  coUeetion 
of  'Antient  Poetry,'  and  can  only  say,  in  commendation 
thereof,  that  it  afforded  me  as  sincere  a  pleasure  in  the 
perusal  as  any  performance  1  ever  read  of  your  writing. 
I  much  approve  of  the  new  order  in  which  you  have 
arranged  tne  whole,  and  I  apprehend  the  reader  of  taate 
will  find  not  less  entertainment  than  the  mere  lover  of 
antiquity.  May  the  Percy  family  think  of  your  abilitiea 
as  I  do,  and  then  I  am  sure  you  will  soon  enjoy  otmm 
cwn  digmtale. 

"  I  am  truly  obliged  to  you  for  the  affectionate  concern 
you  express  with  regard  to  my  circumstances.  I  assure 
you,  my  friend,  I  found  them  much  altered  for  the  worse 
at  my  return  to  this  island.  There  had  been  great  want 
of  conduct  in  the  management  of  my  little  affiurs^  and  no 
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leu  want  of  economy.  In  short,  had  not  my  poor 
brothor  died  at  the  cnticBl  time  he  did,  I  should  have 
been  in  much  the  same  circnmstanceB  as  Adam  vhen 
expelled  Paradise,  with  all  the  world  before  me.  Matters 
are  not  now  cmite  so  bad,  but  yet  I  cannot  prevail  on 
mnelf  to  think  uf  retominK  to  £urope  with  my  family 
till  I  bare  seen  the  event  of  settling  the  neutral  Islands. 
I  have  got  a  good  number  of  fine  voung  neeroes,  and,  as  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  West  India  agriculture,  I  cannot 
help  tbinkiufli  it  will  be  worth  my  while  to  sacrifice  a  few 
mora  years  in  this  climate,  to  the  leaving  beliind  me  a 
little  fortune  of  four  or  five  hundred  a-year  to  my  family. 
Nor  is  this  bo  chimerical  a  scheme,  even  in  a  poet,  as  you 
may  at  first  apprehend ;  for,  though  I  readily  allow  that 
innnt  settlements  are  attended  with  many  great  and 
unavoidable  calamities,  yet,  considering  my  profession, 
and  the  easiness  of  the  terms  of  paying  the  Government, 
I  mast  say  that  I  think  myself  as  qualified  to  dear  a 

fUntation  as  most  of  the  adventurers.  At  the  same  time 
am  to  acquaint  yon  that  as  yet  1  have  made  no  purchase. 
I  did  indeed  attempt  to  get  up  to  the  last  sales  at  St. 
Vincent,  but  what  with  calms,  cross  winds,  and  a  bad 
sailing  vessel,  I  was  constrained  to  return,  after  having 
been  seventeen  days  out  at  sea ;  but  next  time  I  hope  to 
have  better  luck,  when,  if  I  do  not  make  an  advantageous 
porchase,  I  shall  then  most  seriously  think  of  coming 
back  to  Great  Britain  with  my  family,  being  fully  persuaded 
that  I  can  live  not  only  cheaper  but  more  to  my  liking  in 
that  oonntry  than  here. 

"  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reception  the  '  Sugar 
Cane*  has  met  with,  and  am  greatly  obhged  to  you  and 
Mr.  Johnson  for  the  generous  care  you  took  of  it  in  my 
absence.  It  has,  I  find,  even  made  its  way  to  I^ris, 
wh«re,  in  a  Idterary  Gazette  lately  set  up  by  the  French 
Minirtry,  it  is  praised  greatly  beyond  what  I  could  have 
expected  from  the  critics  of  that  country.  The  work  I 
mean  is  intitled  '  Gazette  Litteraire  de  I'Europe,'  &c. 
bat  you  probably  have  seen  it. 

"Mr.  White's  a£hirs  have  given  me  real  concern;  but 
before  this  time  be  must  be  convinced  it  is  not  my  fault 
that  he  still  remains  unprovided  for.  I  inclosed,  some 
montbs  ago.  General  Thomas's  letter  to  me  on  the  subject 
of  his  nomination,  in  a  lett^  to  him,  directed  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Anldf  at  the  Sword  Blade  Coffee-house,  Birchin  Lane. 
Bu^  though  I  hftve  not  yet  suooeeded,  I  still  hope,  at  least 
U2 
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nothing  in  m^  power  shall  be  left  unattempted.  In  the 
mean  time  I  am  sorry  he  haa  thrown  himself  out  of  bread ; 
would  to  God  I  cotdd  support  him,  for  I  do  not  know  a 
worthier  creature. 

"The  tongues  were  excellent;  I  have  sent  you  a  pot 
of  ginger,  and  Mr.  Johnson  another.  They  are  given 
in  trust  to  Captain  E^ddal  of  the  Kowly,  who  lives  in 
Prince's  Street, Reddriffj  towhom  youwill write  about  them. 
I  have  not  wrote  to  Mr,  Johnson,  but  you  will  please 
to  let  him  know  of  the  ginger,  and  where  to  send  for  it. 
1  have  also  sent  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Lye  some  fine  old 
mm  ;  Captain  Kiddal  has  the  charge  of  that  too,  so  I  hope 
it  will  come  to  htm  unadulterated.  I  often  think  of  him 
and  his  mistress ;  this  is  not  surprising,  as  the  distance 
from  Easton  to  Castie  Ashby  is  so  small. 

"  I  give  you  joy  on  the  increase  of  your  familjr.  I  too 
expect  the  same  happiness  in  a  few  days.  Louise  sends 
her  love  to  her  young  friends  in  Northamptonshire ;  I 
believe,  if  every  thing  answers,  I  shall  send  her  to  Eing- 
land  next  year.  Mrs.  G.  sends  her  best  respects  to  good 
Mrs.  Percy,  and  longs  much  to  have  the  nappiness  of 
a  meeting.  Ood  grant  it  may  be  soon,  for  I  cannot  beat* 
the  thought  of  leaving  my  bones  in  this  country  of  Vandals. 
"  Yours  for  ever,  Jas.  Graimqbr, 

*  Beo,  Thomas  Percy,  Eaitm  Maudtut." 

"  My  dear  Pkrct,  Feb.  29,  1766. 

"  I  have  wrote  one  or  two  letters  since  I  had  the  plea~ 
sure  of  hearing  from  you,  but  I  presume  your  journey  to 
Alnwick,  with  your  other  necessary  avocations,  have  pre- 
vented you  from  writing  as  punctimlly  as  you  used  to  do. 

"  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  great  success  of  your 
'Ancient  Poetry.'  The  book  deserves  all  the  applause 
which  has  been  given  it.  But,  I  hope,  it  will  not  only  enlarge 
your  fame  but  also  your  fortune.  George  Taylour  swears 
you  certainly  will  soon  sit  in  a  stall,  and  I  myself  firmly 
believe  that,  without  its  raining  mitres,  one  will  fall  upon 
your  head.  The  lawn  can  add  no  real  dignity  to  you,  out 
may  receive  it  from  you. 

"  I  have  sent  you  two  carved  cocoa-nuts ;  we  drink  water 
out  of  them  in  this  country.  If  you  judge  them  worthy 
of  your  noble  patroness  I  beg  you  will  present  them  to 
theCountesa*  in  my  name,  I  find  that  Lord  Hertford  and 
some  other  noblemen  have  purchased  estates  in  Grenada. 
"  Tli8  Qovnteu  at  Nartl^uiberlaod, 
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I  wish  Lord  Northamberland  would  also  become  a  planter 
there;  and  I  will  undertake,  with  30,000/.,  to  put  his  Lord' 
ship  in  possession  of  an  estate,  which,  in  a  few  years,  by 
my  management,  shall  nett  him  between  four  and  five 
thousand  a  year.  Would  not  this  be  a  noble  prorision  for 
a  younger  son  ?  Could  his  Lordship  be  prevailed  upon  to 
think  seriously  of  this  adsir,  I  will  quit  my  profession  here, 
and  devote  the  whole  of  my  time  to  his  service,  and  he 
shall  have  any  security  he  may  judge  necessary  for  my 
faithfully  discharging  my  duty. 

"  I  have  isdd  aside  all  thoughts  of  purchasing  on  the 
Neutral  Islands,  because,  I  am  persuaded,  the  first  adven- 
turers there  will  all  be  ruined.  Don't  you  recollect  to 
have  read  some  queries  relative  to  those  islands  in  the 
English  newspapers  ?  They  are  of  my  writing,  and  con- 
tributed not  a  Uttle  to  open  people's  eyes  with  regard  to 
the  disadvantageous  mode  of  their  settlement. 

"  I  am,  at  present,  wholly  undetermined,  whether  I  shall 
continue  in  die  West  Indies  or  return  to  England.  What 
my  brother  left  me  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  my  family 
without  business ;  and,  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  should  be 
able  to  get  into  any,  should  I  again  make  London  the  place 
of  my  abode.  It  is  certain  I  can  not  only  live  here,  but 
also  save  some  small  matter  yearly  by  my  profession.  But 
then  I  am  lost,  murdered,  for  want  of  company,  and  with 
all  my  sweat  I  never  can  expect  to  make  an  independent  for- 
tune by  physic.    Pray  write  me  your  sentiments  on  this 


"  Dear  Pabcy,  Dm.  4,  1T6G,  Btuatcrn,  St.  Kitt'i. 

"  I  hare  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  one  single 
line  from  you  these  eight  months,  although  I  have  wrote 

;:ou  two  pretty  long  letters  (at  least  for  one  of  my  avowed 
aziness  in  writing)  during  that  period.  Indeed  they  bol^ 
went  by  out-port  ships,  one  by  Bristol  and  the  other  by 
Ijverpool ;  and  therefore  they  may  never  have  come  to 
your  hand.  Tliis,  however,  I  know  will,  as  it  goes  by  my 
old  friend  Capt.  Calfe,  by  whom  I  now  send  you  a  fat  West 
India  barrow,  fed  chiefly  on  sugar  oane,  two  pots  of 
sweetmeats,  a  bottle  of  Cayenne  pepper,  and  a  carved 
cocoa-nut.  If  be  does  not  send  to  you  at  Northumberland 
House,  you  will  be  sure  to  hear  of  him  at  Lloyd's. 

"  I   congratulate   you   again   on   the  success   of  your 
'Ancient  Ballads  j'  tliOTgh  great,  it  is  not  more  than  tiiey 
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dflserve,  and  I  flincerely  rejoice  with  you  on  the  occmuon. 
How  came  it  about  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  Sugar 
Cane  in  the  last  year's  Register  ?  Dr.  Cullen  writoB  me 
from  Edinburgh,  that  it  baa  been  greatly  applauded  at 
Paris  by  the  authors  of  the  Gazette  IMterairt  de  fSutopt. 
Have  you  seen  their  work }  They  are  patronised  by  the 
ministry,  and  therefore  may  he  impartial. 

"  I  am  truly  pleased  to  find  that  our  old  Mend  Mr,  Lye* 
has  been  at  last  encouraged  to  give  his  great  work  to  the 
pubhc ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  take  care  to  have  my 
name  inserted  among  his  subscribers.  Whatever  yon 
advanoe  on  that  score  shall  be  thankfully  repaid. 

"  Friend  Samuel!  has  indeed  been  abused;  but  has  be 
rooceeded  much  better  than  some  of  his  predecessors  ?  I 
have  lost  my  own  subscription  for  Shakespeare,  but  Mr. 
Johnson  will  readily  let  me  have  the  book  upon  your 
applying  to  him  for  me, 

*'  I  have  not  seen  Miss  Williams's  Miscellany,  Books 
of  that  kind  seldom  visit  these  islands.  MagaKines, 
newspapers,  and  the  Court  Raster  are  the  sum  total  of 
onr  reading  here.  I  hope  she  had  a  numerous  subaorip- 
tion.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  I  subscribed  a  great  many 
years  ago. 

"  I  have  at  laet  got  into  a  bouse  of  my  own,  and  I  now 
write  you  in  a  library  thirty-six  feet  long  and  twen^  wide. 
It  is  at  the  end  of  a  very  pretty  little  garden,  and  oom- 
mands  a  oomplete  prospect  of  the  bay  and  beautiful  vale  of 
Basseterre,  which  is,  at  this  moment,  more  verdant  than 
any  English  meadow  in  the  month  of  May.     From  this 

Jou  will  easily  conclude  that  I  mean  to  remain  some  years 
mger  In  the  torrid  zone. 

"  I  have  some  thoughts  of  sending  to  England  my  eldest 
daughter  neit  year.  Might  I  presume  to  recommend  her 
to  your  and  Mrs.  Percy's  care  ?  I  beg  you  will  be  expli- 
cit with  me  on  the  subject,  for  I  well  know  the  import- 
ance of  the  favour  I  ask  of  you.  She  is  a  charming  child} 
and  I  hope  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  in  my  old  age.J 
"  For  God's  sake  what  is  become  of  poor  James  White? 


Aag.l6, 
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I,  in  vain,  endeavoored  to  get  a  living  for  him  here.  What 
does  he  do  ?  How  does  he  live  ?  One  Mr.  Woodley 
cornea  ont  here  our  General  in  the  spring  of  the  year. 
Perhaps  your  great  Mends  may  know  him.  Would  to 
God  he  were  settled  in  this  island ! 

"  If  Lord  or  Lady  Northumberland  are  curious  in  West 
lodia  productionB,  I  should  think  myself  highly  honoured 
in  executing  their  commands.  My  wife  joins  in  love 
to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  children;  and  I  am,  as  usual,  dear 
Percy,  "  Tour  Mend, 

"  Jas.  Gbainqbr. 

"  Rev.  Tlumuu  Percy,  Northumberland  Houte,  London." 

Mrs.  Grainobb  to  Dr.  Perot. 
"  Deaa  Sis,  Eieter,  Jtu.  2T,  1711. 

'****♦!  fear  you  never  will  foigive  me  were  I  not 
to  let  you  know  the  likeness  of  dear  Dr.  Grainger  is  in  a 
picture  at  Sir  George  Chambers's,  painter,  in  Edinburgh ; 
a  circumstance  I  never  heard  till  very  lately.  I  am  sure  it 
cuts  me  to  my  very  heart  and  soul  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  send  for  it;  nor  do  I  dare  to  ask  for  it  for  my  children. 
*  *  *.  Your  affectionate  friend, 

"  Daniel  Mathew  Grainger." 

Mr.  Allen  to  Dr.  Perot. 

«  RbVBBBND   Sie,  London,  Jumrj  15,  177*. 

"  Your  first  receipt  for  Mrs.  Percy's  paision  was 
readily  admitted,  and  the  money  accort^gly  paid.  The 
aocount  you  sent  me  in  a  former  letter  relative  to  Dr. 
Grainger  I  got  inserted  in  the  Whitehall  Evening  Post  of 
Tfaursoay  last,  and  for  which  yon  have  the  thanks  of 
many  in  rescuing  from  the  fangs  of  detraction  the  diarsc- 
ter  of  so  worthy  a  man,  and  bis  surviving  family.  As  I 
threatened  them  with  a  prosecution  for  defamation,  they 
readily  inserted  it  without  any  fee.  I  have  reserved  two 
puters  for  your  use,  as  you  desired  me.  I  have  this  day 
taken  up  one  of  your  drafts  for  £10,  the  other  I  expect 
will  be  nought  in  on  Monday.  I  beg  mine  and  Mrs.  A's 
oomplimuits  to  Mrs.  Percy. 

"I  am.  Reverend  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
•errant,  E.  Allin."* 

■  Ur,  Edward  AUen  wu  a  piinter  in  Bolt  Court,  Fket  Street,  uhI  tlia 
Motd  of  Dr.  Johuaon,  Bp.  Percv,  &c  H*  Aed  Dec.  98,  ITBO.  Sm  lit 
» — >— n  ji,  SS8,  Till,  417. 
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Mrs,  Qbainqeb  to  Dr.  Psbcy. 

Near  Bcthim,  in  FUndcn,  Jul;  I9th,  1779. 
"  It  is  impossible,  my  dear  Sir,  to  express  the  many 
obligations  I  have  to  you  for  your  many  kind  acts  of 
friendship  to  me.  Your  last  letter  to  me  I  received,  and 
return  you  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  it.  Your  affec- 
tion and  love  for  my  dear  Grainger  makes  the  strongest 
impression  on  me,  and  also  the  kind  and  tender  account 
you  are  so  good  as  to  give  me  of  my  dear  little  girl ;  that 
she  may  possess  the  goodness  of  her  dear  father  is  my 
daily  prayer  to  Heaven.  I  beg,  good  Sir,  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  make  my  most  affectionate  love  to  Mrs.  Percy, 
and  assure  her  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  of  her  health 
and  your  dear  children.  I  showed  your  kind  letter  to  Mr. 
Tuite,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  tell  you  it  had  the 
desired  effect.  God  forgive  Mrs.  Canvan ;  it  was  very 
cruel  of  her.  I  beg,  my  dear  Sir,  once  more  to  ask  a 
favour  of  you,  which  is  in  behalf  of  my  good  friend  Mr. 
Tuite.  He  is  a  most  worthy  man,  with  a  large  family  of 
children,  and  but  a  small  fortune  to  provide  for  them.  He 
now  has  four  sons,  young  nieuj  to  provide  for,  and  they 
are  very  desirous  to  serve  his  Majesty ;  one  of  them  is 
very  fond  of  going  to  sea,  the  other  two  in  the  army.  As 
his  femity  is  very  large  and  fortune  small,  it  is  out  of  his 
power  to  provide  for  them  as  he  could  wish,  or  as  they 
merit.  You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  very  great 
expense  necessary  to  fit  out  a  young  man  to  make  a  proper 
appearance  in  the  world.  By  your  kind  recommendation, 
of  them  to  his  grace  the  Duke,  and  your  other  good  Mends 
Lord  Percy  and  Lord  Algernon,  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  be  able  to  provide  for  them  without  putting  the  fa^er 
to  any  great  expense.  The  young  men  in  question  are 
just  come  from  college,  and  the  eldest  is  22  and  the  other 
two  2)  and  19 ;  very  good  young  men,  robust,  and  very 
fond  of  the  service.  In  such  a  disagreeable  war  as  we 
are  engaged  in  at  present,  I  hope  my  application  will 
be  attended  with  success,  as  I  flatter  myself  your 
Ariendship  for  me  will  prompt  you  to  use  your  interest 
with  the  family  for  the  sons  of  my  friend,  who  I  shall  be 
happy,  through  your  means,  to  be  of  service  to.  I  beg 
you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  requesting  this  fevour; 
but  the  friendship  that  you  have  ever  professed  for  me 
vnU,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  prove  a  sufficient. ezcuK 
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for  the  liberty.  It  is  now  more  than  two  years  that  I 
have  lived  with  Mr.  Tuite'a  family,  and  have  experienced 
from  them  the  utmost  friendship  and  attention.  They 
keep  but  little  company,  and  that  of  the  very  best,  and^ 
this  I  will  say,  they  never  go  out  without  me.  He  has 
two  very  fine  daughters,  young  women ;  the  youngest  is 
most  h«iutiful.  Siie  is  as  respectful  to  me  as  if  I  was  her 
mother.  I  hope,  good  Sir,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing from  you  soon,  and  at  the  same  time  some  news  for 
my  young  Mends ;  the  one  for  the  sea  will  be  glad  to  §et 
out  as  soon  as  he  can,  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  write 
you  aomethiDg  to  amuse  you ;  the  only  thing  I  have  seen 
that  I  think  you  will  like  to  hear  is  the  account  of  a  feast 
I  was  at  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  Prince  de  Obistelles,  a 
grandee  of  Spain,  of  the  first  class,  and  a  person  of  dis- 
tinction in  this  country,  of  the  house  of  Melon,  and  uncle 
to  the  Princess  of  Stalburg,  wife  to  the  Prince  Charles,  , 
(oommonly  called  the  Pretender)  has  given  an  elegant  fete 
at  his  chateau.  It  is  a  custom  in  many  parts  of  France 
for  the  seigneurs  of  a  village  to  reward  their  young  pa- 
rishioners, in  order  to  inspire  in  them  good  and  virtuous 
sentiments ;  fur  this  puqiose  a  feast  was  instituted  by  St. 
Medard,  formerly  Bishop  of  Noyon,  who  was  the  patron 
and  founder  of  the  Rose  of  Sulaney,  a  village  near  Novon, 
in  the  province  of,  I  am  not  sure  where ;  you  may  find  his 
name  in  the  Bede  Roll  of  saints  in  the  Romish  calendarj 
The  seigneur  or  lord  of  the  manor  sends  for  the  old  men 
of  the  village,  and  begs  them  to  fix  on  a  young  woman 
bom  of  honest  parents,  remarkable  for  her  prudence  and 
good  behaviour,  as  a  proper  candidate  for  the  rose.  When 
the  choice  is  made,  her  cottage  is  ornamented  witli  fes- 
toons of  flowers  and  other  rural  ornaments,  and  on  the 
appointed  day  she  is  crowned  with  a  wreath  of  roses,  and 
the  seigneur  presents  her  with  a  silver  medal,  which  she 
wears  pendant  to  a  bine  ribbon  till  the  day  of  marriage. 
On  one  side  is  engraven  '  The  Reward  of  Virtue,'  on  the  re- 
verse the  name  of  the  seigneur,  and  on  the  day  of  mar•^ 
riage  he  makes  her  a  present  towards  housekeeping.  The 
whole  ceremony  is  formed  into  an  opera,  and  translated 
from  the  French  by  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance, 
which  I  hope  you  will  soon  see  represented  on  the  English 
Hieetre,  under  the  title  of  the  Rose  of  Winstay.  As  a  com- 
pliment to  Sir  Watkili  Wynne,  the  author  means  to  dedi- 
cate Ais  perfonnanoe  to  Lady  Wynne.    I  will  now  pro- 
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ceed  to  give  a  desoripfaon  of  the  feast  of  Beavr^,  a  village 
adjoining  to  Bethnne,  where  the  Piinoe  de  Ghutelles  at 
present  resides.  At  twelve  the  prince  sent  bis  ooaeh  and 
roar  to  attend  us  to  his  chateau,  which  is  about  a  lesgne 
distant,  where  we  found  a  crowd  of  elegant  company  in 
honoor  of  the  feast,  who  bad  not  long  been  returned  from 
mass>  where  the  roiiere  assisted,  and  recaved  Ae  sacra- 
mentfrom  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  of  Arrtta,  in  bis  mitre 
and  sacred  vestments.  At  ten  the  rotiere  walked  in  pro- 
cession to  the  parish  cburch>  attended  bv  twelve  young 
maidens,  all  in  white,  with  the  same  nnmoer  of  old  men. 
The  dinner  was  exceedingly  elennt ;  above  fifty  pw>I^ 
sat  at  the  same  table.  The  taUea  numger  was  «conited 
with  trees,  festoons  of  flowers  tied  with  knots  of  ribbtms, 
with  a  picture  in  the  centre  r«>resenting  the  ceremouT  of 
the  Fdte  of  the  Rose.  After  oinner  the  company  waUcsd 
in  procession  to  the  church,  before  which  the  rotien  was 
conducted  into  the  private  chapel  in  the  chateau,  wha« 
she  was  adorned  with  a  eordtm  bleu,  to  which  hung  ap> 
pendant  an  elegant  silver  medal.  On  one  side  was  the  oust 
of  St.  Medard,  patron  of  the  roiiere ;  the  reverse, '  Insti- 
tuted by  Josepn  Philip  Alexander,  Prince  de  Qhistelles, 
Melun,  Richbourg,  Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  first  daa^ 
June  6, 1779  f  and  to  her  left  breast  was  pinned  a  smaBer 
medal;  on  one  side' La Reeompmee  de  la  Vertuf  the  reverse, 
*  Instituted  by  Jos.  I%il.  Alexr,  Prince  de  Qhistelles,  && 
&C.  June  6,  1 779.'  The  young  maidens  had  each  a  coritm 
blen.  The  prince  led  the  ronere  with  his  right  hand,  and 
in  his  left  he  carried  the  wreath  of  roses.  At  the  church 
door  the  bishop  received  her  in  his  mitre,  with  his  croner 
in  bis  hands,  attended  by  the  priests  in  their  mantles, 
eopes,  &c.  with  several  different  orders.  After  vespers  t^ 
procession  (joined  by  the  Conference  of  St.  I^oy,  bearing 
the  bust  of  that  saint  in  silver)  proceeded  to  a  tempcwary 
chapel  built  and  ornamented  for  the  oocanon^  amidst  an 
immense  concourse  of  peoide,  above  7tOOO,  who  ware 
curious  to  see  the  ceremony,  never  before  exhibited  in 
Flanders.  Upon  her  arrival  at  the  chapel  she  kneeled  and 
received  the  benediction  from  the  bishop.  He  prince 
then  crowned  her  amidst  the  aodamationa  of  the  crowd, 
the  ijriests,  choir,  &c  chanting  a  hymn  written  for  tiie 
occasion.  Tie  prince^  on  placing  the  wreath  upon  her 
head,  made  a  q>eech  to  the  roeiere,  in  which  be  informed 
her  ^t  the  honour  sh«  that  day  raceiyed  was  tiie  nwaid 
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of  her  virtue  and  prudence,  and  that  as  long  as  she  con- 
ducted herself  with  propriety  he  should  contmne  to  be  her 
friend,  and  that  when  ane  found  an  honest  worthy  man  of 
her  own  rank  he  should  give  her  a  portion.  The  com- 
pany proceeded  in  the  same  manner  to  the  chateau,  after 
which  the  prince  conducted  her  to  her  cottage,  and  the 
ceremony  finished. 

"  The  roMtere  is  quite  a  common  peasant,  about  S7 
years  old,  not  nxly,  and,  considering  her  rusticity,  con- 
ducted  herself  diiring  the  whole  of  the  ceremony  with 
great  propriety,  modesty,  and  decency ;  she  was  left  an 
orphan  at  twelve  years  old,  with  several  brothers  and 
sisters,  the  youngest  not  twelve  months  old.  She  has 
brought  them  up  entirely  by  her  own  industry.  They  earn 
a  decent  livelihood  by  spinning  and  her  brothers  are 
oommon  labourers.  Marie  Clere  Segond  was  then,  aooord- 
ing  to  the  opinion  of  every  one,  justly  rewarded  for  her 
prudence  and  virtue.  The  small  medal  she  is  obliged  to 
wear  until  she  is  married ;  the  large  one  with  the  cordon  is 
hung  up  in  the  ch^>el  of  the  chateau,  to  serve  for  suc- 
ceeding ratieret.  I  fear,  good  Sir,  I  have  tired  you,  and 
must  Mg  yoa  will  foiyive  all  blunders  and  my  bad  account 
of  th«  rotiere;  ao  will  conclude  with  my  best  love  and 
covplimenta  to  my  dear  Mn.  Percy  and  your  young 
bmily,  and  be  pleased  to  aocept  the  same  &om,  good  Sir, 
your  ever  futhnil  friend  and  servant, 

*'  Danibl  Mathew  Gbainosr. 

"  P.8.  Pray  direct  for  me  Poste  Restante  &  Betbune,  for 
Mr.  Tuite  has  left  Lille,  and  has  taken  a  chatemt  in  the 
oonstry." 

%*  There  are  several  other  letters  of  Mrs.  Ondnger  to 
Bp.  Percy,  which  shew  the  intimacy  subsisting  between 
tbem,  but  of  too  private  a  nature  to  merit  publication. 
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A  MEMOIR  of  tbis  celebrated  man  will  be  found 
in  vol.  II.  of  literary  Anecdotes,  pp.  400 — 404  ; 
and  numerous  particulars  of  him  in  Tarious  parts 
of  that  work ;  see  General  Indexes,  vol.  VII.  pp.  38, 
518.  See  also  "  Literary  Illustrations,"  vol.  II. 
p.  664,  where  his  ode  to  Mr.  Dilly,  the  book- 
seller, is  printed. 

In  Mr.  Prior's  "Life  of  Goldsmith,"  (I.  446 — 
457>)  is  a  long  review  of  the  character  of  Mr. 
Boswelt,  so  ably  and  justly  written  that  we  cannot 
refrain  from  extracting  a  few  passages : 

"  It  may  be  true  that  Boswell  was  not  a  higli- 
minded  man,  but  this  did  not  necessarily  unfit 
him  for  the  oflSce  he  undertook  [as  biographer  of 
Johnson].  Possessed  of  considerable  talent,  in- 
dustry, and  observation,  he  yet  conveys  no  im- 
pression of  enjoying  an  enlarged  or  vigorous  un- 
derstanding.   ***** 

"  His  peculiarities  are  often  contradictory;  we 
are  in  doubt  whether  sense  or  folly,  simplicity  or 
cunning,  a  degree  of  pride  sometimes  amusing,  or 
a  spirit  of  adulation  almost  servile,  predominate  in 
the  picture  he  has  left  of  himself.  If  we  find  in 
him  occasional  selfishness,  there  is  likewise  a  de- 
votion toward  the  great  man  whom  he  worshipped 
approaching  to  generosity ;  a  determination,  never 
thought  derogatory,  to  submit  to  humiliating 
rebuffs  and  caustic  reprehensions  with  a  patience 
more  than  philosophical.  Mingled  with  this  there 
was  much  of  real  kindness  in  trying  to  cheer  the 
solitary  hours  of  his  friend,  who  sought  society 
from  the  relief  thence  afforded  to  a  mind  often 
affected  by  morbid  melancholy,  and  who  had  no 
domestic  companion  to  bestow  it ;  he  further  felt, 


,..d:,i.  Google 


J%pn^^  ^y^y-,^^-pTre^, 


Hi-rn    //-//'_   Zfrr-y    /Z; 


D,<j,i,.,.,i.:,  Google 


,..d:,i.  Google 


CHARACTER   OP  JAMES   BOSWELL,         301 

probably,  that  this  kind  feeling  formed  his  chief 
claim  to  attention  from  the  philosopher ;  aud  that, 
having  intruded  upon  him  at  first  mth  no  slight 
degree  of  intrepidity,  as  being  young,  unknown, 
and  without  claim  to  such  an  honour,  and  con- 
tinued it  by  perseverance,  submission  could  alone 
enable  him  to  ret^n  hold  upon  his  affection.  He 
was  proud,  and  not  unreasonably  so,  of  being 
known  as  an.  attached  friend  of  the  first  literary 
man  of  the  age ;  but  jealous  to  excess  of  others 
who  enjoyed  an  honour  which  he  seemed  to  think 
ought  to  be  exclusively  his  own.  *  #  «  «  # 
"  From  these  proo&  of  attachment  and  kindness 
to  one  who  has  so  many  claims  on  our  regard  as 
Johnson,  if  we  cannot  altogether  respect  Boswell, 
it  is  difficult  to  dislike  him.  He  was  good- 
humoured,  free  from  malignity,  and,  excepting 
when  some  jealousy  or  prejudice  interfered,  and 
for  which  he  may  have  thought  he  had  sufficient 
reason,  seldom  unjust  to  those  of  whom  he  had 
occasion  to  speak.  His  social  propensities  were 
well  known ;  and  a  contemporary,  Mr.  Courtenay, 
thus  laments  his  absence : 

'  No  BoBircll  jojTi  o'er  wine.' 

Want  of  candour  is  rarely  among  his  defects.  On 
the  contrary,  he  opens  his  mind  so  freely  that  we 
discover  much  of  what  is  passing  there  even  pos- 
sibly when  such  disclosure  was  not  meant ;  for, 
had  he  been  conscious  of  the  light  in  which  we 
are  often  obliged  to  view  him,  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  he  would  not  have  shown  more  caution, 
although  at  the  expense  of  the  interest  attached 
to  bis  book." 
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Mr.  jBoBWBLi.  to  Bp.  Pbkot. 
"  Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  EdiotraTKh,  e  Hudt  ITM. 

"  The  heavy  loas  which  your  Lordship  suffered  by  the 
death  of  your  son,  soon  oner  my  beins  entertuned  by 
your  Lordship  with  very  kind  fiospitality  at  Cailiale, 
made  it  so  difficult  for  me  to  write  to  you  that  I  hope 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  foi^Te  my  long  delay  of  ez- 
preasing  my  sincere  thanks>  and  I  beg  year  Lordihip 
may  at  the  same  Ume  be  assured  thii^  none  of  your 
friends  aympathiaed  more  with  yoa  ia  your  diatreaa. 
The  consolations  with  which  your  Lorduiip'a  mind  is 
stored  have,  I  trust,  had  their  benignant  effect,  so  t^t  we 
may  again  hope  for  the  benefit  of  your  literary  labours. 

'*  The  state  of  the  nation  has  for  some  time  been  such 
that  in  my  opinion  every  good  subject  is  called  upon  to 
defend  the  constitution  by  supporting  the  crown.  I  en- 
close a  pamphlet  which  t  have  published  on  the  subject, 
and  which  lam  truly  happy  to  find  has  had  coasiderable 
influence.  I  rejoice  that  the  Irish  appear  to  be  so  loyal. 
If  your  Lordship  thinks  that  my  pamphlet  will  promote 
the  laudable  spirit,  and  any  of  the  Dublin  publishers 
choose  to  run  the  risk  of  reprinting  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  of  its  success. 

'*  Be  BO  obliging,  my  dear  Lord,  as  to  let  me  hear  from 
you,  and  tell  me  particularly  how  your  lady  and  daugh- 
ters like  the  new  situation  in  which  you  are  placed.  If 
you  write  soon  please  to  direct  to  me  at  Auchinlecli,  near 
Ayr,  by  Portpatrick.  I  intend  to  be  in  London  about  the 
end  of  this  month,  chiefly  to  attend  upon  Dr.  Johnson 
with  respectful  affection.  He  has  for  some  time  been 
Tery  ill  with  dropsical  and  asthmatical  compltunts,  which 
at  bis  age  are  very  alarming.  I  wish  to  pubh^,  as  a 
rc^e  to  him,  a  neat  little  volume,  *  The  l^ses  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  by  cotemporary  Writers.'  It  will  be 
about  the  size  of  Selden's  Table  Talk,  of  which  your 
Iiordship  made  me  a  present,  with  an  inscription  on  the 
blank  leaf  in  front,  which  does  me  honour.  It  is  placed 
in  the  library  at  Auchinlech.  Will  your  Lordship  take 
the  trouble  to  send  me  a  note  of  the  writers  you  recollect 
have  pnused  our  much  respected  friend.  My  addreas 
when  in  London  is  at  General  Paoli's,  Portman  Square. 

"  An  edition  of  my  pamphlet  has  been  publiahed  in 
London,  and  the  first  line  of  the  advertuement  was. 
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'  Beprinted  for  the  People  of  England/    This  should  be 
adnrted  in  Dublin,  mntato  nomine. 

"I  ever  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Lordship's  iaithful 
humble  Berrant,  Jakes  Boswell." 

"  Mt  dkab  Lord,  CwUde,  a  Jui^  itS4. 

**  Having  met  with  Mr.  Bnclcby,  a  clergyman  of  your 
LOTdship's  diooese,  as  s  fellow  trsTeller,  I  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  his  going  to  Ireland  to  write  a  few  lines,  beg- 
ging to  know  if  your  Lordship  received  in  Spring  last  a 
letter  from  me,  with  a  political  pamphlet  ? 

^  I  have  left  Dr.  Johnson  wonderfully  recovered,  but 
b^  no  means  well.  I  hope  he  will  go  to  Italy  before 
vmter.  I  have  at  length  resolved,  with  his  approbation, 
to  try  my  fortone  at  the  English  bar,  a  scheme  of  which 
joor  Lordship  talked  to  me  in  an  animating  strun,  when 
I  was  hospitably  entertained  by  you  at  this  place. 

"  May  I  hope  to  hear  from  your  Lordship  at  Edin- 
burgh 1  I  b^  to  have  my  best  compliments  presented 
to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  young  ladies;  and  I  ever  am,  my 
dear  liord,  your  Lordship's  faithful  humble  servant, 

"  Jamss  Bobwbll." 

"  Mt  HBAB  LoBD,  AaeUnlBck,  20  Much,  1TS5. 

"  Instead  of  apotoguing  for  not  thanking  your  Lordship 
sooner,  for  yoor  last  land  letter,  which  was  valued  by  me 
as  it  ought  to  be,  I  shall  foUow  the  masim  ad  even/ton 
/"etiina,  and  proceed  directly  to  a  subject  which  affects  us 
mutually — the  death  of  our  illustnous  friend  Dr.  Johnson. 
I  certainly  need  not  enlarge  on  the  shock  it  gave  my  mind, 
I  do  not  expect  to  recover  from  it.  I  mean  I  do  not 
expect  that  I  can  ever  in  this  world  have  so  mighty  a 
loss  BuppUed.  I  gaze  after  him  with  an  eager  eye ;  and 
I  hope  again  to  be  with  him. 

"  It  is  a  great  consolation  to  me  now,  that  I  was  so 
asndaouB  in  collecting  the  wisdom  and  wit  of  that  won- 
derful man.  It  is  long  since  I  resolved  to  write  his  life — 
I  may  say  his  life  and  conversation.  He  was  well  informed 
of  my  intention,  and  communicated  to  me  a  thousand 
particulars  from  his  earhest  veara  upwards  to  that  digni- 
fied intellectual  state  in  which  we  have  beheld  him  with 
awe  and  admiration, 

**  I  am  first  to  publish  the  '  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hdirides,'  in  company  irith  him,  which  will  exhibit  a  spe- 
pimen  of  tbttt  wonderful  conTermtion  in  which  wisdom 
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and  wit  were  equally  conspicuous.  My  talent  for  record- 
ing conversation  is  handsomely  acknowledged  by  your 
Lordship  upon  the  blank  leaf  of  'Selden's  Table  talk/ 
with  which  you  was  so  good  as  present  me.  The  *  Life  ' 
will  be  a  large  work  enriched  with  letters  and  other  ori- 
ginal pieces  of  Br,  Johnson's  composition  ;  and,  as  I  wish 
to  have  the  most  ample  collection  I  can  make,  it  will  be 
some  time  before  it  is  ready  for  publication. 

"  I  am  indebted  to  your  Lordship  For  a  copy  of  '  Pope's 
Note'  concerning  him,  and  for  a  list  of  some  of  his  works 
which  was  indeed  written  down  in  his  presence  uncon- 
tradicted ;  but  he  corrected  it  for  me  when  I  pressed  him. 
If  your  Lordship  will  favour  me  with  any  thing  else  of  or 
concerning  him  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you.  You 
must  certainly  recoUect  a  number  of  anecdotes.  Be 
pleased  to  write  them  down,  as  yoo  so  well  can  do,  and 
send  them  to  me. 

"  I  am  now,  as  your  Lordship  once  observed  to  me, 
your  neighbour.  For,  while  here,  at  the  romantic  seat  of 
my  ancestors,  I  am  at  no  great  distance  from  Ireland.  I 
hope  we  shall  yet  visit  as  neighbours. '  At  present,  how- 
ever, I  am  on  tne  wing  for  London,  where  letters  addressed 
to  me  at  General  Paoli's,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman 
Square,  ?~ill  hnd  me.  I  beg  to  have  my  best  compliments 
presented  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  young  ladies,  and  I  have 
the  honour  to  remain,  your  Lordship's  faithful  humble 
servant,  "  Jaues  BoawsLL." 


"  My  dear  Lord,  LaDdan,  ftiy  1201,  nae. 

"  My  friend  Malone  undertook  to  convey  to  your  Loid- 
ship  a  copy  of  my  '  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides' 
which  I  hope  you  have  received. 

"  Your  Lordship's  last  letter  to  me,  which  bad  been 
unaccountably  mislaid  in  some  comer  of  my  house  at 
Edinburgh,  has  at  last  been  found.  I  am  very  sorry  that 
it  is  now  too  late  to  obey  your  Lordship's  commands  to 
procure  you  a  copy  of  our  Scottish  regulations,  of  which  I 
understand  from  the  Bishop  of  Killaloe  you  have  formed, 
for  your  Royal  Society,  the  best  in  the  world.  But  I  beg 
leave  to  renew  my  sohcitation,  and  to  remind  your  Lord- 
ship of  your  obliging  promise  to  let  me  have  any  materials 
in  your  possession  that  can  illustrate  the  Life  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  which  I  am  now  preparing  for  the  press.  I  b^ 
that  yonr  Lordship  may  be  kind  enough  to  fsTOur  me  with 
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tlwm  M  soon  as  you  can,  as  I  now  have  occasion  for  all  that 
I  can  get.  Be  pleased  to  direct  for  me  at  Mr.  Dilly's^ 
bookselur,  Loodon.  Though  the  magnitude  and  lustre 
of  his  character  make  Dr.  Johnson  an  ohject  of  the  public 
attention  longer  than  almost  any  penon  whom  we  hsTC 
known,  yet  there  is  some  danger  that  if  the  publication  of 
Ilia  life  be  delayed  too  long,  curiosity  may  be  fainter.  I 
am,  therefore,  anxious  to  bring  forth  my  quarto.  Pray, 
then,  send  me  your  kind  commmiications  witltout  delay. 

**  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  edition  of  the  *  Tatler,' 
with  notes ;  but  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  had 
iba  notes  been  all  by  one  hand ;  your  Lordship  will  ander- 
•tand  me.*  I  long  to  have  the  Spectator,  my  early 
fiivonrite,  illustrated  in  the  same  manner. 

"What  a  dreary  thing  (I  cannot  help  feeling  it)  is  it 
to  have  one's  friends  removed  to  a  distant  country ! 
When  I  recollect  the  many  pleasing  hours  which  I  have 
passed  with  Dr.  Percy  in  London,  and  the  few  at  Alnwick, 
and  the  few  at  Edinbursh,  and  a  good  many  at  Csrlisle, 
how  much  do  I  Wish  tnat  he  were  well  established  in 
Eng^nd  1  I  am  resolved,  however,  some  time  or  other,  to 
see  Ireland  all  over ;  and  with  what  glee  shall  we  talk 
over  old  stories  at  Dromore  I 

"  I  am  now  at  the  English  bar,  of  which  I  long  wished 
to  make  a  &ir  trial.  How  long  I  shall  continue  will 
depend  npon  eircumstances. 

"  I  beg  to  have  my  best  comphments  presented  to  Mrs. 
Percy  and  the  yoimg  ladies ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  dear  Lord,  your  fsitbfiil  humble  servant, 

"Jahbb  BoiWKLb." 

Bp.  I^BOY  to  Mr.  BOBWBLL. 
"Dear   Sib,  Dabltn,  Mtreh  Sth,  17Br. 

''My  delay  in  answering  your  obUging  letters  I  beg 
yon  will  ascribe  to  the  true  cause,  the  not  being  able  to 
satisfy  myself  that  any  particulars  I  could  recover  concern- 
ing our  friend  Dr.  Johnson  were  worth  your  notice,  much 
IcM  would  answer  expectations  I  had  formed  myself,  or 
exdted  in  you,  when  we  talked  of  the  subject  at  a  dis- 
tance. Tet  I  have  often  reproached  myseu  for  not  sub- 
mitting them  to  your  perusal  such  as  they  were,  and  at 
length  have  determined  to  send  them  to  yon,  with  the 
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bdrlition  ot  a  QnA  epitaph  of  Dr.  Johnaoii's  oa  oar  podr 
friead  Dr.  Olirw  Qoldsinitii,  whltdi  I  procured  two  day* 
Bgo  firom  Mr.  ArohdRll  of  this  country,  who  h»d  btm  a 
pupil  of  Dr.  Sumner's  at  Hwtqw>  and  was  noonmendad 
by  him  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  gave  him  thia  epitaph,  and  I 
send  to  you  his  (Mr.  Archdall's)  own  tntnan^t,  ntwiiig  it 
viU  proTQ  a  peaoe-oSerin^}  and  restore  to  me  (h*  pwaswt 
of  your  correspondence. 

"  In  conTersations  of  Dr.  Johnwii  and  Mil.  WiUiautt, 
I  hare  heanl  them  mention  the  foUowing  tnoidenta  of  his 
diUdhood  ^— "Hiat  he  was  sent  to  learn  to  taad,  ot  to  im> 
proTe  his  reading,  to  a  school'-^lamtt  at  Ludifidd,  wbot 
upon  account  of  the  defect  in  hii  eyesight,  usually  followed 
him  home,  lest  he  should  be  ran  over  in  At  •treata,  and 
he  waa  so  near-si|hted  that  he  was  oUiged  to  stocm  down 
on  his  hands  andlmees  to  t^e  a  view  of  (he  keonet  befoiw 
he  ventured  to  step  over  it;  but  if  he  diaoovwod  th«  aid 
woman  foUowing  him,  he  would  turn  back  in  annr  and 
kick  her  shins,  lliis  old  dame  lived  to  hear  that  ne  waa 
a  great  author;  and  once,  when  he  came  to  lidifiold, 
brought  him  a  present  of  a  pound  of  gingeibpeadjc'  '  '  " 
he  was  the  best  sdmlar  she  had  ever  had. 

"  After  he  had  gone  through  Dr.  Hunter's  f^ 
school  at  Lichfield,  his  father  removed  him  to  tiMt  of  Stooi^ 
bridge,  where  he  got  him  to  be  rec«ved  as  an  a 
to  the  master,  and  where  he  was  to  have  hia  own  ii 
tion  gratis  for  teaching  the  lesser  boya.  I  have  hoard  him 
remark,  tiiat  at  one  of  these  he  leumt  much  in  tin  adMiol 
but  nothing  from  the  master ;  at  the  other,  much  fnm 
the  master,  b}it  nothing  in  the  schooL  Xot  far  from 
Stourbridge  is  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Tresull,  in 
Staffordshire,  of  which  I  believo  P«e  endeavoured  to 
procure  him  to  be  elected  master  by  we  interest  of  Lord 
Gower,  as  is  m«itioned  in  a  billet  of  Pope's  to  Richardson 
tlte  painter,  of  which  you  hare  a  copy, 

"Dr.  Johnson's  father,  before  be  aot  him  received  at 
Stourbridge^  K|^>lied  to  have  him  admitted  as  a  scholar 
and  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Lea,  MA.,  Head  Master 
of  Newport  School,  in  Shropshire  (a  vary  diligent,  sood 
teacher,  at  that  time  in  high  reputation,  and  under  muun 
Mr.  UoUis  is  Mid  iu  the  Memoirs  of  his  life  to  have  bean 
also  educated,  as  was  afterwards  your  humble  servmntjk 
This  application  to  Mr,  Lea  was  not  successful;  but 
•TohoNit  had  aftenrardi  Ae  npnamt  gntifiealioft  to  heai 
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that  tbU  old  sentleoum  (who  lived  to  a  very  advanced 
age)  moitioned  it  as  one  of  the  most  memorable  events 
of  bia  life,  that  he  was  veiy  near  having  '  that  great  man 
fior  his  BcboLar,' 

"  8.  Johnson  was  at  lei^th  admitted  of  Pembroke  Col- 
lege in  Oxford ;  whuc  the  pleasure  he  took  in  vesii^  the 
Tnton  and  Fellows  has  been  often  mentioned.  Bat  I 
have  heard  him  say,  what  onght  to  be  recorded  to  the 
iumonr  of  the  present  veneraole  Master  of  that  college, 
the  Rev.  William  Adams,  D.D.,  who  was  tJien  very  yoong, 
and  one  of  the  Junior  Fellows,  that  the  mild  but  jadicious 
ezpcntulationB  of  this  worthy  man,  whose  virtue  awed  him, 
and  whose  leaminx  he  revered,  made  him  really  ashamed 
of  hima^, '  Though,  I  fear,'  said  he, '  I  was  too  proud  to 
own  it.* 

"  I  have  heard  from  some  of  his  contemporaries,  that  he 
Vaa  usually  seen  lounging  at  the  college  gate,  with  a  oii^ 
de  of  young  students  round  him,  whom  he  was  entertain- 
ing with  his  wit,  and  keeping  from  their  studies,  if  not 
ipiriling  them  up  to  rebellion  against  the  college  disci- 
pline, which  in  his  matnrer  years  he  so  highly  extolled. 

**  He  was  accustomed  to  ascertain  the  en.  of  his  removal 
to  London  by  recollecting  that  it  happened  within  a  day 
or  two  of  the  catastrophe  of  Eustace  Budeell,*  who  having 
loaded  his  pocket  with  stones,  called  a  boat,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  Thames  leaped  over,  and  was  drowned.  He 
mnembered  to  have  once  widked  through  the  New  Ex- 
change in  the  Strand,  among  the  miUiners'  shops  men- 
tioned  in  the  Spectator,  before  that  building  was  pulled 
down  and  converted  into  private  houses. 

"  When  in  1 756  or  1 757  I  became  acquunted  with  him, 
be  to4d  me  he  had  lived  twenty  years  in  London,  but  not 
very  happily. 

"  The  above  particulars  are  what  I  chieSy  remember  to 
have  heard  him  mention  of  his  early  life ;  and  you  see  how 
little  thiey  are  worth  recording. 

"I  have  neglected  to  commit  to  writing  the  many  Aon 
mo/j  I  have  heard  fall  irom  Dr.  Johnson,  and  have  a 
treacherous  memory ;  but  I  recollect  one  which  I  heard 
from  him  and  which  1  trust  1  did  not  hear  in  VEun,  with 
which  I  will  conclude  this  long  letter.     Being  in  his  com- 

*  Bnttwe  ttigtO.  in  1736,  took  ■  boil  at  S«aMrut>(t^n,  uhI  ordered 
the  mtermen  to  ihoot  Londoa  Bridge ;  sad,  while  the   boat  wh  going 
udn  tba  bridge,  threw  himMlf  iato  tke  rirer,  and  periibed  immediitelr. 
x2 
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ay  once,  when  a  person  told  him  of  a  Mend  of  luB  wlio 
very  fine  gardens,  but  had  been  obliged  to  apply  to 
hia  neifpbonr,  with  whom  he  was  not  upon  very  cordial 
terms,  for  a  small  piece  of  adjoining  ground,  which  be 
thought  necessary  to  complete  them — 'See,'  said  die 
sage, '  how  inordinate  desires  enslave  a  man !  One  can 
hudly  imagine  a  more  innocent  indulgence  than  to  have 
a  fine  walk  in  a  garden  :  yet,  obserre,  even  the  de«re .  (rf 
this  slight  gratification,  if  carried  to  excess,  how  it  humi- 
liates uid  enthrals  the  proudest  mind :  hen  is  a  maa 
submits  to  beg  a  favour  from  one  he  does  not  love,  be- 
cause he  has  made  a  garden-walk  essential  to  his  htq>i»- 
neas!' 

"  I  am  extr«oely  sorry  that  I  can  ftmisb  yon  with  no 
more  of  his  bon  mott;  a  treacherous  memory,  and  the 
having  neglected  to  commit  them  to  writing  (to  my  gi«at 
regret),  have  now  occasioned  the  loss  of  all  treasures  <A 
this  sort,  of  which  you  have  hoarded  so  rich  a  store. 
Accept  the  above  as  a  tribute  of  my  respect  and  regard  ; 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  my  best  wishes,  dear  Sir,  your 
very  futhful  humble  servant,  Tho,  Drohork, 

"  P.S.  I  have  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  important 
part  you  lately  acted  in  the  North.  You  are  now  con- 
nected with  a  noblemen  (Lord  Lonsdale)  who  serves  hia 
friends  with  a  zeal  and  spirit  which  I  hope  will  be  attended 
with  the  h^piest  consequences  to  your  establishment  in 
England :  I  already  anticipate  his  bringing  you  into  the 
House  of  Commons  as  an  event  no  less  certain  than  splen- 
did to  your  fortunes. 

"  N.B,  I  have  never  yet  received  the  copy  of  your  bode,* 
but  am  no  less  obliged  to  you, 

"Excuse  this  blotted  scribbling;  it  is  too  kmg  to 
transcribe." 

Mr.  BoawBLL  to  Bp.  Pbroy. 

„  .  ,  -  London,  Qf«M  aaeen  Stratt,  UMotn'a  !■■ 

"  My  dear  Lord,  Kdd«,  9ch  Febnury.  17B8. 

"  Procrastination  we  all  know  increasea  in  a  propor- 
tionate ratio  the  difficulty  of  doing  that  which  might  nave 
once  been  done  very  easily.  I  &m  really  uneasy  to  think 
how  long  it  is  since  I  was  favoured  witn  your  Lordship's 
communications  concerning  Dr.  Johnson,  which  tJiough 
few  are  valuable,  and  will  contribute  to  increase  my  store. 
*  "TmrlotlMHsbridM." 
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I  un  uhamed  that  I  have  yet  seven  years  to  vrite  of  his 
life.  I  do  it  chronologically,  giving  year  by  year  his  pub- 
licBtiona,  if  there  were  any ;  his  letters,  hia  conversationa, 
and  every  thing  else  that  I  can  collect.  It  appears  to  me 
that  mine  is  the  best  phui  of  biography  that  can  be  con- 
ceived ;  for  my  readers  will  as  near  as  may  be  accompany 
Johnson  in  his  prepress,  and  as  it  were  see  each  scene  aa 
it  happened.  I  am  of  opinion  that  my  delay  will  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  work,  though  perhaps  not  for  the 
advantage  of  the  author,  both  because  his  fame  may  suffer 
from  too  great  expectation,  and  the  sale  may  be  worse 
from  the  subject  being  comparatively  old.  But  I  mean 
to  do  my  daty  as  well  as  I  can.  Mrs.  (Thrale)  Piozsi's 
Collection  of  his  letters  will  be  out  soon,  and  will  be  a 
rich  addition  to  the  Johnsonian  memorabitia.  I  saw  a 
sheet  at  the  printing-house  yesterday,  and  observed  Letter 
ccoxzx,  so  that  we  may  expect  much  entertunment. 
It  is  wonderful  what  avidity  there  still  is  for  every  thing 
relative  to  Johnson.  I  dined  at  Mr.  Malone's  on  Wed- 
nesday with  Mr.  W.  G.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Mr,  Courtenay,  &c. ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton  observed 
very  well,  what  a  proof  it  was  of  Johnson's  merit,  that 
we  had  been  talking  of  him  almost  all  the  afternoon.  Bat 
your  Lordship  needs  no  refreshment  upon  that  subject. 

"  I  have  two  or  three  letters  from  him  to  Francis  Barber 
while  that  faithful  negro  was  at  school  at  Easton  Mauduit. 
Can  your  Lordship  give  me  any  particulars  of  Johnson's 
conduct  in  that  benevolent  business  ? 

"  Tour  Lordship  would  I  am  sure  be  pleased  to  see  that 
I  was  lately  elected  Recorder  of  Carbsle.  Lord  Lons- 
dale's recommending  me  to  that  office  was  an  honourable 
proof  of  his  Lordship's  regard  for  me,  and  I  ma^  hope 
that  this  may  lead  to  future  promotion.  I  have  mdeed 
no  claim  upon  his  Lordship ;  but  I  shall  endeavour  to 
deserve  his  countenance. 

"  Malone  flatters  himself  that  his  Shakespeare*  will  be 
published  in  June.  I  should  rather  think  that  we  shall 
not  have  it  till  winter.  Come  when  it  may,  it  will  be  a 
very  admirable  book. 

"  Our  club  goes  on  as  it  has  done  for  some  time  past. 
Shall  we  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  Lordship 
among  as  this  year?    However  much  f  may  rejoice  at 

*  Ht.  Boflw«n'iioB,J(iBM,pttbUsli«lth«Uit«dJtiaBor  thkiraricaftcr 
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^our  Lordship's  elevation,  I  cannot  but  feet  a  ver 
regret  at  your  abienoe.  I  recollect  with  fondness  tbe 
happy  mornings  I  have  passed  in  that  capital  study  in 
Northumberland  house,  and  elsewhere.  Does  not  yonr 
Lordship  sometimes  wish  to  be  in  old  England  agfun  r 

*'  I  offer  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  to  the 
young  ladies.  How  do  they  like  Ireland  ?  I  ever  am,  my 
dear  Lord,  with  great  regard,  your  Lordship's  very  fudifiu 
humble  servant,  '*  Jambs  Boswbll.** 


Bp.  Pbbct  to  Mr.  Boswell^ 

["A  copy  much  altered.    T.D."] 

"  Dear  Sia,  Dromore  Bonn,  Feb.  28,  17SS. 

"  I  had  lately  seen  in  the  papers  your  being  elected  Re- 
corder of  Carlisle,  and  was  preparing  to  congratulate  yon 
on  that  appointment,  when  I  received  you  truly  accept- 
able favour  of  the  9th  instant.  Be  assured  I  do,  and  ever 
shall  rejoice,  at  every  event  which  ^ves  you  pleasure 
or  affords  a  tribute  to  your  merit,  as  I  thmk  mis  may 
fairly  be  considered ;  though  I  cannot  but  regret  exceed- 
ingly, that  your  connection  with  Carlisle  should  not  have 
tuen  place  till  mine  had  wholly  ceased  there,  and  that 
you  should  not  become  a  denizen  of  England  till  I  had 
ceased  to  be  an  Englishman, 

"  I  felicitate  you  most  sincerely  on  your  growing  in- 
terest with  so  warm  and  generous  a  patron  as  Lord  Lons- 
dale, whose  zealous  attacnment  to  his  friends  has  always 
been  a  distinguished  feature  in  his  character,  and  who  I 
doubt  not  will  be  glad  to  introduce  into  Parliament  a 
member  of  your  abilities  and  active  exertion,  I  mnst 
myself  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  that  during  my  resi- 
dence in  that  country  I  always  received  very  flattering  in- 
stances of  bis  Lordship's  polite  attention ;  and  I  bav9 
great  pleasure  in  seeing  you  so  agreeably  connected  with 
Ms  Lordship,  who  shows  a  discernment  rarely  seen  in  men 
of  great  fortunes,  in  looking  out  and  attracting  to  himself 
men  of  distinguished  talents,  as  he  has  lately  manifested 
in  his  patronage  of  you  and  Dr,  Douglas :  his  recom- 
mendation of  the  latter  to  the  bishopric  of  Carlisle  also 
does  him  great  honour. 

"  With  regard  to  our  departed  friend  Johnson,  he 
spent  part  of  the  summer  of  1764  ai  my  Tioange  house 
at  Easton  Mauduit,  in  Northamptonshire:  but  Viands 
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Barber  then  attended  liiin  oa  his  servant  and  vent  back 
vitb  him  to  Jjoodan.  He  never  vag  at  school  tkere^  but 
bad  formerly,  I  believe,  been  placed  b;  bu  toaster  at  one 
erf  dte  oheq^  sohoolB  in  Yorlcvhire,  and  aftervardsj  if  1 
mistake  not,  at  a  school  in  fa  near  Biahop'i  Stortfoid, 
where  poor  Frank,  I  fear,  never  got  beyond  his  ficcidenoe; 
bat  I  am  onacqaainted  vith  the  particulars, 

**  I  found  lately  a  memorandnm  about  the  chib  at  the 
"dirk's  Haul,  in  Qerard  Street,  Trhich  is  at  your  aeryioe* 
Its  first  ori^n  you  have  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's  book,  and 
wtnu)  acoount  of  it  in  Mrs.  Piosei's  t  but  neither  of  them 
havp  notiDed  what  I  have  heard  Johnson  mention  as  tba 
wtinnpiU  or  avowed  reaaon  for  the  small  number  of  mem* 
Mrs  to  vbioh,  for  many  years,  it  was  hmit«d_i  viz,  «t  first 
to  fl%b^  and  afterwards  to  twelve.  It  was  intended  the 
clnb  ahauld  consist  of  such  men,  as  that  if  only  two  of 
thuB  ehanoed  to  meet,  they  should  be  able  to  entertain 
each  other  sufficiently  without  wishing  for  mgra  company 
witb  whom  to  paiw  an  evening.'*' 

**  Whm  the  olub  yrw  first  mstitated  X  was  not  resident 
in  London ;  and,  it  being  at  first  limited  to  eight  mem- 
bers, no  vacancy  offered  till  about  1768,  when  in  con- 
sequence cX  Sir  John  (then  Mr.)  Hawkins's  having  with- 
drawn irom  the  olub,  it  waa  agreed  by  the  remaining 
members  to  extend  their  number  to  twelve;  and  then 
Mr.  Chambers,  (now  Sir  Robert,)  Mr.  Colman,  and  my- 
self, wsre  elected.  I  was  received  therdn  on  Monday 
eraning,  Ifith  Feb.  1768;  for  at  that  time,  and  for  several 
yeatii  dw  dub  always  met  to  sup  and  spend  the  evenins 
every  Monday  during  the  winter  and  spring  months ;  and, 
with  the  above  addition,  the  clnb  then  consisted  of  the 
foflowing  members : 

*'  1.  Dr.  Sara.  Johnson. 

H  8.  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Joshua)  Reynolds. 

<•  8.  Mr.  Bnrke. 

**  4.  Dr.  Nqgent  (Mr.  Burke's  wife's  father). 

"  J.  Mr.  D^.t 

«  6,  Dr.  Qoldsmlth. 

"  f  •  Mr.  Chamier  (a  gentleman  til  fortune,  some  time 
J  of  war). 
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"  8.  Mr.  Langton. 

"  9.  Mr.  Beauclerk  (vho  bad  fon^wn  the  club,  bat 
afterwards  returned  to  it). 

"  10.  Mr.  {now  Sir  Robert)  Chambers,  then  Vmeriwi 
Professor  of  Law  at  Oxford. 

"11.  Mr.  Colman. 

"  12.  Myself  (Rev.  Mr.  Percy). 

"  The  deaths,  first  of  Mr.  Dyer,  and  afterwards  of  Mr. 
Chamier,  breaking  in  apon  this  set,  opened  (though  not 
till  some  years  uter)  me  door  to  the  admission  of  an 
enlarged  number  of  members.  But  Sir  Joshoa  Reynolds 
and  Mr.  Iiangton  can  tell  you  more,  as  they  were  more 
constant  in  their  attendance  than  Mr.  Burke, — these  tbree 
being  all  that  now  remain  of  the  original  members. 

"  Mrs.  Percy  joins  in  compliments  with,  dear  Sir,  yonr 
very  faithful  servant,  Tho.  Bbomorr. 

"  P.S.  r  should  be  glad  of  a  list  of  the  present  members 
(tf  the  club,  at  your  leisure. 

"  N.B.  In  the  old  club-room  at  the  Turk's  Head,  vaa  s 
book  of  entries  of  the  members  of  the  club,  showing  the 
variations  of  it  for  many  years." 

Mr.  BoawBLL  to  Bp.  Psaov. 

, . ,  _  Qneea  Ansa  Straet,  WmP. 

"Mt  DBAK  IfOBD,  12  Mweh,  17Mk 

"  I  am  indeed  ashamed  of  my  long  silence.  Ba^  al- 
though I  felt  very  gratefully  the  kindness  of  your  Liord- 
ship*s  last  obliging  letter,  containing  some  good  mfonoation 
for  my  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  many  things  have  nnce  my 
receiving  it  made  me  rather  an  irregular  correspoodent. 
As  the  great  cause  of  all  my  dissipation  of  mind,  I  have  to 
mention  the  loss  of  a  most  valuable  wife,  who  died  in  June 
last  of  a  consumption,  which,  being  an  hereditary  com- 
plaint, had  afflicted  her  for  many,  many  rears.  I  hav« 
three  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  only  sixteen,  and 
two  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  only  fourteen.  I  have, 
therefore,  a  great  charge,  for  which  I  am  very  unfit ;  bat 
I  must  do  my  best.  I  was  every  day  wishing  to  write  to 
your  Lordship,  for  that  consolation  which  your  office 
enables  you  to  give.  I  thank  God  for  having  afforded 
me  more  than  i  at  first  supposed  possible. 

"  It  gives  me  groat  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  Lordship 
and  family  intend  a  visit  to  us  next  summer,  I  shall  by 
that  time  be  well  advanced  in  my  ffki^w»  opw,  of  vhicn 


,..d:,i.  Google 


PBBCT  COBBKBPONDENCE.  313 

a  hundred  pages  are  now  printed.  I  hope  we  alioU  have 
numj  of  those  happy  days  which  otim  meminMse  juvabit, 

"  1  engaged  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  to  send  your  Lord- 
flbq>  Mr.  Bnike'a  speech  on  the  French  afhirs.  It  ac- 
corain^y  comes  under  corer  as  your  Lordship  mentioned. 
I  have  added  to  it  Lord  Stanhope's  answer,  which  I  will 
Tentun  to  call  somewhat  blackguard. 

"  Sir  Joshua  has  heen  sham^illy  ased  by  a  jimto  of  the 
Academicians.  I  live  a  great  deal  with  him,  and  he  is 
mnch  better  than  you  would  suppose. 

''Pray,  bow  does  your  edition  of  Goldsmith  go  on?  I 
am  in  toe  way  of  getting  at  many  additional  works  of  his, 
which  I  shall  communicate  to  your  Lordship. 

"  I  offer  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the 
young  ladies ;  and  ever  am  your  Lordship's  foithfol  humble 
•errant^  Jahbs  Boswsll." 

"My  DBAS  LOBD,  LondoB,  9  April,  1790. 

"  Stockdale  has  promised  a  list  of  the  members  who 
TOted  on  both  sides  on  the  great  question  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Test  Acts.  But  he  is  so  very  long  about  it  mat 
I  will  wut  no  longer,  but  send  you  the  debate  as  published 
by  him.  I  most  heartily  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Church  is 
BO  respectably  estahUshed  in  the  opinion  of  the  laity, 

"  As  to  suppressing  your  Lordship's  name  when  relating 
the  very  few  anecdotes  of  Johnson  with  which  you  have 
AkTowred  me,  I  will  do  anything  to  oblige  your  Lordship 
bat  that  Tery  thing.  I  owe  to  the  authenticity  of  my 
work,  to  its  respectM>ility,  and  to  tJie  credit  of  my  illustn- 
oas  friends,  to  introduce  as  many  names  of  eminnat 
persons  as  I  can.  It  iscomparatiTelyaTerysmall  portion 
which  is  sanctioDed  hv  that  of  your  Lordship,  and  there  is 
nothing  even  bordenng  on  impropriety.  Bebere  me,  my 
Lord,  you  are  not  the  only  bishop  in  the  number  of  great 
oiea  with  which  my  pages  are  graced.  I  am  quite  resolntQ 
as  to  this  matter. 

"Pray,  who  is  it  that  has  the  charge  of  Goldsmith's 
wi^cs  hinre  ?  I  should  like  to  talk  withliim.  I  know  not 
where  the  plan  of  his  Encyclopedia  is,  or  if  it  be  preserved.* 

"  Our  amiable  friend.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  has  received 
hoax  the  Empress  of  Russia  the  present  of  a  very  fine 
gold  snuff-box,  beautifully  enamellet^  with  her  head  on  the 
Ud,  set  round  with  five-and-thirty  capital  diamonds.  Within 
C  is  Hr.  Fiior'i  edition  of  '■  Hm  Miaodkaacmi  Worts  of 
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it  is  a  slip  of  paper,  on  whioh  ue  writtea  in  her  own  faaod 
these  words,  1  think  I  recollect  thenn  muditf,  '  IPovr  >• 
Chevalier  Reynolds,  en  t^oignage  da  oontentenmt  qne 
j*Bi  ressenti  de  ses  ezceUens  diicoan  gar  U  PeintaTC.'* 

"  I  offer  my  best  oomplimenta  to  Mn.  Peicf,  vnd  &» 
yonng  ladies }  and  have  we  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord* 
your  Lordship's  &ithftil,  bumble  sorvant, 

"  Jamm  Bonm-iH" 

•»•  In  BoswelPs  Lite  of  Johnson  are  three  loteresttog 
letters  retative  to  Bishop  Percy.  1.  A  letter  from  Mr. 
Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson,  upon  an  unlucky  contest  in  con- 
versation between  Johnson  and  Percy.  2.  A  letter  firom 
Dr.  Johnson  to  Boswell,  dated  April  S,  17/8,  wannly 
praising  Dr.  Percy,  and  with  which,  when  afterwards  given 
CO  him,  he  was  so  delighted  as  to  say,  "  I  would  rather 
have  this  than  degrees  from  all  the  universities  in  Enropc." 
3.  A  letter  from  Mr,  Boswell  to  Dr.  Percy,  indosing  the 
preceding  letter. 

TWO  LETTERS 
From  Jambs  BoawsLL,  Esq.  to  Jahbi  ABBsosoiCBUy 
Esq.  of  Pimadelphia. 
**  Sib,  LmAb^  fvM  11,  im. 

"  The  packet  with  which  your  spontaBoonv  IdndBMa  baa 
been  pleased  to  honour  me,  tSta  beii^  a  UtUe  wlul* 
delayed  by  the  aiiip's  having  put  into  Ireland,  oame  MMy 
to  my  hands.  The  two  letters  f  from  Dr.  Johnson  to 
American  gentlemen  are  a  valuable  aoquintion.  I  raceivtd 
them  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  the  seoond  editicH)  of  txf 
Ia£a  of  Uiat  great  man,  which  is  now  in  the  thcss.  It  u  Io 
be  in  three  volumes  octavo,  and  will  oontam  a  good  BMay 
additions.  A  copy  from  the  author  shall  be  sesrt  to  yoa, 
hoping  that  you  will  i^ilow  it  a  place  fai  yonr  UIwut> 
Meantime,  Sir,  my  grateM  ftcknowledginents  to  yoa  riuil 
be  wa^d  across  ue  Atlantic. 

*<  In  the  ktter  to  Bishop  White,  I  obawve  Dr.  J^inaon 
says,  '  I  take  the  libertv  which  you  give  me,  of  trouUiBg 
you  with  a  letter,  of  which  you  will  please  to  M  up  Ai 
direction.'  There  must,  thnefore,  have  been  a  third  fetter 
of  my  illustrious  friend's  sMit  to  your  oontinent.  If  Aa 
respectable  gentlemui,  und«  whose  oare  it  was  tama- 
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niUedj  can  procure  a  copy  of  it  for  me,  I  ahall  be  much 
<AUg«d  to  hun,  RDd  to  you,  of  vhom  I  b^  pardon  for 
finng  you  more  trouble  after  what  you  bare  done  for  me. 

"  Toa  are,  I  find.  Sir,  a  true  Johnaonion;  and  you  may 
believe  that  I  have  great  pleasure  in  being  of  any  service 
to  one  of  that  deseriptioa.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
discorer  any  more  of  his  sermons,  bendes  those  left  for 
pnUication  by  Dr.  Taylor.  I  am  informed  by  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Salidbury,  that  he  gave  an  excellent  one  to  a 
clergyman,  who  preached  and  published  it  in  his  own 
name,  on  some  public  occasion.  But  the  Bishop  has  not 
M  yet  told  me  the  name,  and  seems  unwilling  to  do  it. 
Tet  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  get  at  it 

**  Tour  list  of  Johnson's  works,  and  of  what  has  been 
written  oonoeminghim,  has  what  is  most  valuable.  There 
have,  however,  been  various  other  pubhoations  concern- 
ing him,  several  of  which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  boolc 
If  you  tiiink  it  worth  your  while  to  collect  all  that  can  hq 
had,  I  will  do  all  that  1  can  to  assist  you,  though  some  of 
diem  attack  me  with  a  good  deal  of  ill-nature,  the  effeot 
of  which,  however,  I  assure  you,  is  by  no  means  painfol. 

"  I  now  send  you  a  poetical  review  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
Uterm^  and  moru  character,  by  myfriend  Mr,  Courtenay; 
in  winch,  though  I  except  to  several  passages,  you  wiU 
find  some  very  good  writing. 

**  It  will  be  kind  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
know  if  any  thing  be  pubhshed  in  the  New  Worid 
relative  to  Johnson.  My  worthy  bookseller  Mr.  Dilly 
win  take  eare  of  whatever  packets  you  may  have  to  send 
to  me.  I  am.  Sir,  your  much  obliged  homDle  servant, 
"  Jauks  Boswxll." 

"DbAbSib,  L«d<ra,jBlri«,1793. 

"  1  have  tins  very  day  received  your  pa^ret,  coneeniing 
yoor  letter  of  l^th  May;  and,  as  a  vessel  sa^  tot  Fhiht' 
delphia  to-m(»row,  I  shall  not  delay  to  express  my  rincen) 
thanka  for  your  aoonmnlated  favours, 

**  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  have  experienced  any  un- 
easineas  at  not  hearing  from  me,  in  answer  to  your  obliging 
letter  of  10th  October,  17^,  which  came  saCe  to  my  hands, 
together  with  Mr.  Hopkins's  Miscellaneous  Works,  and 
the  Magaidne  giving  an  account  of  that  gentleman.  The 
troth  ia,  I  delayed  writing  la  you  again,  till  I  oould  send 
yoa  Ihe  seeona  edition  <n  my  Life  of  STi  Johnson,  which 
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I  supposed  would  be  ready  long  before  this  time ;  bat  it 
has  been  retarded  by  varicnis  causes,  one  of  which  yoa 
will  not  regret ;  I  mean,  my  having  had  some  valuable 
additiona  lately  conununicated  to  me.  The  work  is  at 
length  finished,  and  you  will  be  pleaaed  to  reodve  yoor 
copy  of  it  from  the  author.  It  will  be  accompanied  with 
Mr.  Young's  criticism  on  Gray's  celebrated  EAegy,  in 
imitation  of  Dr.  Johnson's  manner,  which,  i  persuade 
myself,  will  entertain  you  a  good  deal.* 

"  I  think  a  kind  of  national  modesty  in  a  young  race,  if 
I  may  so  express  myself,  has  led  you  to  rate  your  country- 
man lower  than  he  deserves.  1  do  not  mean  to  esttmate 
him  as  a  first>-rate  genius ;  but  surely  be  had  good  abili- 
ties, and  a  wide  and  various  range  of  application.  I  have 
not  time  to  consider  the  writings  which  yoa  have  kindly 
sent  me  with  your  last  letter,  so  as  to  nve  any  opinion 
upon  them  by  this  opportunity.  But  I  shall  oertainly 
presume  to  tell  you  in  a  future  letter  what  I  think  of 
them.  I  sliall  be  glad  to  have  tho  curious  dissertation  on 
the  elements  of  written  language,  though  you  mention 
that  it  contains  some  severe  stnctures  on  Dr.  Johnson. 
I  am  not  afraid.     I  know  what  he  can  bear. 

"  Mr.  Agatter's  sermon  on  his  death  has  not  vet  been 
published.  Should  it  appear,  you  may  depend  on  my 
taking  care  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  it. 

"  Icannot  warmly  enough  acknowledge  the  seal  with 
«^ch  you  have  exerted  yourself  in  order  to  gratify  me. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  Dr.  Johnson's  letter  to  your  friend 
Mr.  OdeU  is  lost.  But  that  is  one  of  the  many  evils  occa- 
sioned by  that  unjust  civil  war,  which  I  reprobated  at  Uie 
time  when  a  bad  ministry  carried  it  on,  and  now  look 
back  upon  with  a  mixture  of  wonder  and  regret.  Let  us 
not^  however,  get  upon  that  subject.  I  b^  you  may 
present  my  compliments  to  Mr.  OdeU,  with  thanks  for 
his  very  polite  mention  of  me.  I  also  beg  to  be  respect* 
folly  remembered  to ,  who  I  am  pleased  to  find  recol- 
lects having  met  me  at  the  hospitiuile  table  ot  my  old 
friend  Sir  Alexander  Dick»  who  was  truly  a   Corydus 

Senez.     The  Johnsoniana,  which has  obligingly 

allowed  yon  to  send  me,  have  the  characteristical  stamp  j 


Ha  WM  >  probMor  of  Onek  at  Qlaigow.  JohnMn  meatjoiu  thii  work  of 
T(n)ii('(la"Letten,"bjPioui,  Tol.  11.  p.Zas.  It  mi  too  lonf  to  be  Tvy 
Ufu;  bntitpuMd,  liow«Tw,thronslitiroedUioiiii  tha  iHt  la  1910. 
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•nd  I  like  much  his  expresuon,  that  "  The  single  weight 
of  Johnson's  massy  anderstanding,  in  the  scale  of  Christi- 
anity, is  an  oYerbalance  to  all  the  infidehty  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived." 

"  Ton  wj]l  find  in  my  second  edition  a  coTrection  of 
cAwn  to  ekam,  sn^ested  to  me  by  Lord  Palmenton. 
I  am  glad  to  have  it  confirmed  hy  the  letter  from  Dr. 
Armstrong ;  and,  should  my  hook  come  to  another  edition, 
that  confinaadon  shall  be  added ;  as  shall  yonr  discorery 
of  the  pun  upon  corpM  in  Menagiana^  in  which  you  are,  I 
think,  clearlv  right.  You  will  find  an  ingenious  conjective 
concerning  it  in  my  second  edition,  by  an  unknown  cor- 
respondent. 

'*  I  have  not  yet  obtained  from  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury 
the  name  of  the  clergyman  to  whom  Johnson  gare  a 
sermon,  which  was  preached  on  the  fifth  of  NoTember ; 
for  tfaa^  I  find,  was  the  public  occasion.  I  will  endeavour, 
if  possible,  to  find  it  out. 

"Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  Tour  to  the  Netherlands  is  much 
better  written  by  himself  than  I  could  do  it ;  for  it  is,  I 
understand,  almoat  entirely  an  account  of  the  pictures.  It 
is  to  be  snUoined  to  an  edition  of  his  Discourses  to  the 
Royal  Academy,  which  is  now  in  the  press,  under  die 
care  of  that  accurate  critic,  my  friend  Mr.  Malone. 

"  By  yonr  namc^  sir,  you  must  be  of  Scottish  extraction. 
May  I  presume  to  ask  how  long  yonr  family  has  been 
setUed  m  America?  I  have  a  great  wish  to  see  that 
oonatry ;  and  I  once  flattered  myself  that  I  should  be 
■Mit  tluUier  in  a  station  of  some  importance. 

**  I  am,  with  a  very  grateful  sense  of  my  obligations  to  you, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

'*  Jambs  Boswill." 


TWO   LETTERS 
From  Jahbs  Boswkll,  Esq.  to  Andbbw  Mitobbll, 

Esq.* 

"Bnlin,  SB  Angut,  ITU. 
**  You  may  believe  me.  Sir,  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised 
to  hear  upon  my  return  to  Berlin  that  Onze  Gezant  was 
gone.  There  was  indeed  a  surmise  at  Brunswick  that  you 
mtended  to  return  to  England  this  season ;  I  was  asked  if 
it  was  true,  and  very  innocently  afSrmed,  that  there  was 
•  01i  BrltsDulc  MKJMtf'i  UniiW  at  BttUn. 
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nothing  in  it.  I  find^  however,  thtt  when  b  man  leam 
•  miniater  at  a  foreign  court,  but  for  a  fortnight,  he  is  not 
rare  of  finding  him  upon  his  return. 

"  Your  departure  is  a  good  deal  unlucVy  for  me,  not 
only  aa  it  deprives  me  of  coDTcrsation  which  nve  me  nn~ 
common  pleaanre,  and  inaensibly  accustomea  me  to  ra- 
tional thinking  and  honourable  sentiment,  bat  beoanse 
I  now  partacuUrly  stand  in  need  of  yoor  pnident  and  kind 
ooonset  with  respect  to  my  TravelB.  I  have  had  aix>thflr 
Irtter  from  my  fether,  in  which  he  oontinnea  of  opinion 
that  traTclling  is  of  very  little  use,  and  may  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  I  shall  not  repeat  what  I  have  fbrmnily 
siud  of  my  father's  particular  character ;  I  say  particular, 
for  rarely  will  you  find  a  man  of  so  excellent  a  frame  of 
body,  and  so  noble  a  mind,  as  to  have  passed  through  lifta 
with  uniform  propriety  of  conduct. 

"  For  my  own  pert,  I  own  that  I  am  not  aoch  a 
favourite  of  Nature.  Think  not  that  I  intend  to  ple«d 
machinery,  and  escape  from  the  censure  due  to  die  milts 
which  I  hare  committed.  I  only  would  have  you  con- 
dder,  that  judgment  is  a  natural  ^ft  as  well  as  imagina- 
tion, and  force  of  mind  in  a  great  measure  independent  of 
our  endeavours.  Think  of  me  as  I  am,  and  pronounce 
accordin^y.  I  esteem  and  love  my  father,  and  I  am  de- 
termined to  do  what  is  in  my  power  to  make  him  easy 
and  h^py.  But  yon  will  allow  that  I  may  endeavour  to 
make  him  happy,  and  at  the  same  time  not  be  too  hard 
upon  myself.  I  m\ut  use  you  so  much  with  the  freedom 
01  a  friend  as  to  tell  you,  that  with  the  vivacity  which  yon 
allowed  me  I  have  a  melancholy  disposition.  I  have 
made  excursions  into  the  fields  of  amusement,  porhapB  of 
folly.  I  have  found  that  amusement  and  folly  are  beneath 
me,  and  that  without  some  laudable  pursuit  my  life  most 
be  insipid  and  wearisome.  I  therefore  took  the  resola- 
tion  of  leaving  London,  and  settled  myself  for  the  winter 
at  Utrecht,  where  I  recovered  my  indination  for  study 
and  rational  thinking.  I  then  laid  my  account  with  tra- 
velling a  couple  of  years,  but  found  my  father's  views  to 
be  entirely  different.  You  saw  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  him  from  this  ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  iqiproved 
of  it.  I  cannot  expect  his  answer  for  some  weelu.  In 
the  mean  time  he  tells  me  that  he  would  not  oppose  my 
passing  another  winter  at  Utrecht ;  so  that  he  ooea  not 
grudge  the  time  which  I  aak.  As  bx  the  money,  I  should 
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t  TNT  a'l 
wneQitii 


tnu  it  not 
t  is  also  to  be  consitlered  that  what 
I  mend  now  I  shall  not  hare  some  years  hence.  My 
bmr  sMnu  mach  against  my  going  to  Italy,  bnt  girea 
me  lOKTC  to  BO  from  this,  and  pass  some  months  in  Paris. 
I  own  that  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  1  must  see 
Rome,"  are  strong  borne  in  upon  my  mind.  It  would 
pre  VM  infinite  pmsure.  It  would  give  taste  for  a  life- 
tuaty  and  I  should  go  home  to  Ancmnlech  with  serene 
contentment.  I  am  the  more  confidant  in  my  Teqaett» 
that  I  am  no  libertine,  and  have  a  moral  certainty  of  snf- 
Ceainx  no  harm  in  Italy.  I  can  also  assure  you  that  I 
riiBllDe  as  moderate  as  possible  in  my  expenses.  I  do 
act  intmd  to  travel  as  Mi  Lent  Jt^bnt,  but  merely  as  a 
«diolar  and  a  man  uf  elegant  cnrioaity ;  and  I  am  told 
that  in  dutt  ehoraoter  I  may  live  in  Italv  very  reasonably. 

1  obnriate  yonr  objection  of  my  being  ooliged  to  live  like 
otfaars,  by  aasuiing  you  that  I  have  none  of  that  Becond<- 
Rte  ambition  which  aotoates  most  voung  men  of  fortune 
iqpon  tiMsr  timvels.  After  passing  four  months  on  classic 
Iponnd  I  wonld  oome  through  Fnnce,  and  go  home,  as  I  . 
mid  to  my  &ther,  uti  «om)hm  «afttr.  Now,  Sir,  tell  me 
hirir  if  I  am  nnressonable.     Upon  my  honour  I  cannot 

V  &Mt  I  am.  I  give  you  my  word  that  my  facer's 
OS  shall  be  as  inviolable  laws  to  his  son.  But 
1  think  that  I  may  first  remonstrate,  before  I 
r  an  act  has  passed  i  Don't  you  think  tiiat  rather 
than  go  home  contiary  to  what  I  must  desire,  and  cannot 
he^  3>intiwg  proper,  don't  you  think  it  worth  while  to 
homoiir  me  so  far  as  to  allow  me  my  year  and  a  reason- 
able aom;  after  which  I  return  clear  and  contented, 
wiAoid  any  pretence  for  my  gloomy  disposition  to  mur- 
mnr  at.  I  would  fa^  you,  ait,  that  you  would  write  to 
vsf  bdur  yoar  opinion  as  to  this  matter,  and  put  it  in  the 
li^it  wfakdi  yo«  may  think  it  fUaerves.   In  the  mean  time, 

2  can  see  Uttle  advantage  to  be  had  at  Berlin.  I  shall, 
however,  remain  hem  a  fortnight,  after  which  I  intend 
passi^  by  Maaoheim  and  one  or  two  more  of  the  Ger- 
man (Suits,  to  Geneva.  I  am  then  at  the  point  ^m 
whence  I  may  either  steer  to  Italy  or  to  France.  I  shall 
see  Voltaire ;  I  shall  also  see  Switzerland  and  Rousseau. 
These  two  men  are  to  me  greater  objects  than  most  statues 

diis  opportunity  to  assure  the  loved  and  re- 


don't  yoa  I 

eennMran 


*Itak*t 
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spected  friend  of  my  &ther  that  I  am  sincerdf  happy  at 
having  obtained  bis  acquuntance.  I  would  hope  that  I  shall 
not  ha  found  unworUiy  of  his  r^ard ;  and  I  wish  very 
honestly  for  an  opportunity  of  showing  my  real  esteem 
tor  audi  a  character  as  I  could  draw  to  any  body  else 
bat  to  himself. 

"  I  am>  Sir,  yonr  obliged  humble  aerrant, 

"  Jambs  Bobwbll. 

"  P.S.  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  for  an  answer  as  soon 
as  you  are  at  leisure  to  write."* 

"  DbAS  Sir,  0«i>«n,  26  D«c.  1T64. 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  from  Spa,  although  it  gave 
me  no  great  encouragement  in  my  scheme  of  going  to 
Italy.  You  tell  me,  grayely,  to  follow  the  plan  which  my 
father  prescribes,  whatever  it  may  be,  as  in  doing  so  I  shall 
certumy  act  most  wisely.  I  forgive  you  this ;  for  I  say 
just  the  same  to  young  people  when  I  advise.  To  eater 
into  a  detail  of  the  little  circumstances  which  compose  the 
felicity  of  another,  is  what  a  man  of  any  genius  can 
hardly  submit  to.  We,  therefore,  give  a  good  wholesome 
general  counsel,  and  he  who  consults  as  thinks  a  httle,  and 
then  endeavours  to  take  his  own  way  as  well  as  he  can.  I 
have,  however,  the  happiness  to  inform  you  that  my  father 
has  consented  that  I  shall  go  to  Italy,  Upon  my  sool,  I 
am  grateful  to  the  most  worthy  of  men.  It  will  be  hud 
if  we  are  not  well  together;  for  I  love  him  with  the 
strongest  affection.  I  hope  to  give  him  entire  satisfaction. 
If  I  find  that  I  cannot  succeed  in  my  own  plans  in  such  a 
way  as  to  convince  my  father  that  I  am  m  the  right,  I 
shall  do  my  utmost  to  fulfil  the  plan  beyond  which  he 
cannot  think  to  look.  Tou  may  suppose  what  my  ideas 
are,  for  they  are  your  old  acquaintances.  One  thing  I  am 
sure  of,  and,  by  the  undisguised  honour  of  a  man  of  pro- 
bity, I  swear  shall  chiefly  inflnence  me, — a  rnrard  to  the 
happiness  of  him  to  whom  I  owe  so  much.  Believe  me, 
I  have  a  soul.  The  intention  of  this  letter  is  to  beg  your 
interest  in  an  afiioir  which  I  have  much  at  heart.  My 
most  intimate  friend,  the  Mend  of  my  youth,  and  the 
comfort  of  my  being,  is  a  Mr.  Templet  of  Trinity  Hall, 

•  Brttlih  MaKnm,  AdditiODftl  MSS.  No.  68SB. 

t  Tha  SsT.  Wm.  Johnion  Temple  mi  ■ftennrd*  neu  of  Bt  fflotin, 
Coniraa,  ind  <li«l  In  Aognit,  1786,  See  u  ftoMont  of  hiiii  ia  Utvwy 
AiW«lotM,  iU.  190.     See  aUo  Boiwell'i  Ufa  of  lohaioa,  i>j  Cigker,  Sra. ; 
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Cambridge.  He  is  an  Engliahroan,  and  I  am  an  old 
Scot:  but  brothers  were  never  more  united  than  we  are. 
His  father  was  formerly  Mayor  of  Berwick.  He  had  an 
employment  in  the  Customs,  but  by  misfortunes  became 
bankrupt  a  year  or  two  ago.  My  friend  has  a  small 
estate  from  his  mother.  He  has  generously  contributed 
more  than  the  half  of  it  towards  &e  relief  of  his  father, 
and  has  got  the  creditors  to  be  satisfied ;  but  his  father  has 
nothing  to  live  upon.  He  understands  business  very 
welL  An  employment  of  moderate  income  in  the  Cus- 
toms, or  in  one  of  the  public  offices,  would  make  him 
happy.  His  youngest  son  was  Ueutenant  in  the  regiment 
of  the  late  General  Craufurd,  who  was  a  friend  of  the 
family,  and  promised  to  take  care  of  the  young  man.  The 
raiment  has  been  broken  some  time.  The  Ueutenant  is 
on  half  jpay,  and  must  have  a  part  of  the  tittle  fortune 
irhich  his  brother  still  possesses.  Surely  it  woiitd  be  no 
very  hard  matter  to  get  him  put  upon  full  pay. 

"  Sir,  I  bc^  and  entreat  of  you  to  give  me  your  interest. 
Tou  are  the  onlr  man  in  Britain,  except  my  sovereign, 
whom  I  would  ast  a  bvour  of.  I  know  you  to  be  a  man 
of  the  most  perfect  honour ;  and  I  know  not  another  who 
has  been  tned  in  public  life.  I  have  written  to  Lady 
Northumberland ;  out  I  confess  I  have  tittle  confidence  in 
her;  and,  believe  me,  I  have  not  been  mean  enough  to 
flatter  her.  Pray  tell  me  how  much  you  can  do.  If  you 
can  aid  me,  yon  will  most  truly  oblige  a  worthy  fellow,  for 
mch  I  am.  Were  I  as  rich  as  I  shall  probably  be,  the 
Csther  and  brother  of  my  friend  should  not  be  as  they  are. 
Adieu,  respected  sir.  '*  Boswbll.* 

"P.S.  I  am  very  anxious  as  to  this  afliur.  Pray  write  to 
me,  Anz  aotos  de  Messrs.  Cazenore,  Clairiere,  et  Fils,  i. 
Genere. 

*'  7b  Jndreu  MUeheU,  E$q.,  Great  Britmn." 


LETTERS  relative  to  Dr.  JOHNSON. 

Miss  Sbwaud  to  Jamis  Boswbli.,  Esq. 

"  Ucbflflld,  March  flS,  ITSS. 

"  1  r^ret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  collect  more 
anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnson's  in&ncy.     My  mother  passed 

Ifitlbrd'i  life  of  Gtmj,  edit.  Aid.  *oL  i.  p.  liriiL ;  Anniul  B^ter,  1 796, 
p.  M  i  Gtrrkk  ComtponAtaee,  t  *3i  ;  and  much  relating  to  hin  in  Onj 
■Dd  Nicholli'  Corrupondence,  1843,  edit.  Kckeriii|. 
-  -^^...^  ,. .,,.^___.  ..^8_  N0.68M. 
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her  days  of  girlHood  with  an  uade  st  Warwiok)  i 
qoeiiUy  was  absant  from  home  in  the  BGhooUboy  days  of 
ue  great  man ;  neither  did  I  ever  hear  her  mention  any 
of  ue  promissory  sparkles  which  doubtless  bant  forth, 
tbongh  no  records  of  them  are  within  my  knoidedge.  I 
cannot  meet  with  any  contemporary  of  those  hia  TOry 
youthfid  days.  They  are  all,  I  fear,  like  my  poor  mothflr> 
gone  to  their  etemu  home,  and  thus  are  our  fountains  of 
juvenile  inteUigenoe  dried  up.  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  who, 
were  she  in  healtii,  could  communicate  more  than  she 
would  take  the  trouble  of  doing,  is  following  apace  her 
illmtiious  &ther-in-l&w.  She  is  now  too  ill  to  be  aooes- 
lible  to  any  of  her  friends,  except  Mr.  Peuson ;  and  were 
it  otherwise,  I  do  not  beliere  tlwt  a  kneeling  world  would 
obtain  &om  her  the  letters  you  wish  for. 

"  On  inquiring  after  Dr.  Johnson,  she  has  often  read 
one  of  his  recent  epistles.  As  she  read,  I  secretly  wim- 
dered  to  perceive  that  they  contained  no  traces  of  Kenittt. 
They  might  have  been  any  person's  composition.  When 
this  is  the  case,  it  is  injudicious  to  pubhsh  such  inconoln- 
sive  testimonies.  Several  letters  of  his  have  appeared 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  that  could  interest  no  one 
by  their  intrinsic  vigour.  They  will  be  eagerly  read  becanae 
they  are  Johnson's ;  hut  I  have  often  thought  that  we 
never  rise  firom  any  composition  by  the  pen  of  the  illoa- 
trious,  with  exactly  the  same  degree  of  respect  for  the 
talents  of  the  author  with  which  we  sat  down  to  peruse  U ; 
our  mass  of  admiration  is  either  increased  or  diminished. 
If  it  is  but  by  a  single  grain,  that  grain  is  something. 

"  His  letter  to  the  Chancellor  "*  is  a  very  stiff,  indifferent 
performance,  tinctured  with  a  sort  of  covert  resentment  to 
the  King,  that  looks  ungrateful  for  past  obligations.  I 
wonder  how  he  could  bear  the  thoughts  of  such  a  request 
being  made  to  his  Majesty,  since  he  had  a  capital  of  three 
thousand  pounds,  out  of  which  he  might  have  drawn  to 
support  the  expense  of  continental  travelling. 

"  You  reouest  tiie  converaationf  that  passed  between 
Johnson  ana  myself  in  company,  on  the  subject  of  Mrs. 

■  Lortl  Thuziaw,    Bee  tha  letter  in  BtwmU'i  Life,  Cn>kv'i  cdtt.  toL  T. 
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EUubeth  Aston*  of  Stove  Hill,  then  living,  with  whom  he 
ilways  passed  so  much  time  when  he  was  in  Lichfield,  and 
for  whom  he  professed  so  great  a  friendship. 

*"1  have  often  heard  my  mother  say.  Doctor,  that  Mrs. 
Bliiaheth  Aston  was,  in  her  youth,  a  very  heautifol  woman ; 
and  that,  with  all  the  censonousness  and  Bpitefal  spleen  of 
a  very  bad  temper,  she  had  great  powers  of  pleasing ;  that 
ahe  was  lively,  msinuating,  and  intelligent.  I  knew  her 
not  till  the  Tivacity  of  her  youth*  had  long  been  ex- 
tingoished,  and  I  confess  I  looked  in  vain  for  the  traces 
of  former  ability.  I  wish  to  hare  your  opinion,  Sir,  of 
what  ahe  was,  yon  who  knew  her  so  well  in  her  best  days.' 

"*My  dear,  when  thy  mother  told  thee  Aston  was 
handsome,  thy  mother  told  thee  truth :  she  was  very 
handsome.  When  thy  mother  told  thee  that  Aston  loved 
to  abuse  her  neighbours,  she  told  thee  truth ;  hut  when 
thy  mother  told  thee  that  Aston  had  any  marked  ability  in 
that  same  business,  that  vrit  gare  it  zest,  or  imagination 
colour,  thy  mother  did  not  tell  uee  truth.  No,  no.  Madam, 
Aston'a  understanding  was  not  of  any  strength,  either 
DatiTe  or  acquired.* 

"  *  But,  sir,  I  have  beard  you  say,  that  her  sister's  hus- 
band, Mr.  Walmsley,  was  a  man  of  bright  ports  and  exten- 
Bve  knowledge ;  that  he  was  also  a  man  of  strong  passions, 
and,  though  benevolent  in  a  thousand  instances,  yet 
irascible  in  as  many.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Walmsley 
was  oonsiderably  governed  by  this  lady ;  as  witness  Mr. 
Hinton's  constant  visits,  and  presence  at  his  table,  in 
despite  of  its  master's  avowed  aversion.  Could  it  be, 
that,  without  some  marked  intellectual  powers,  she  could 
obtdn  absolute  dominion  over  such  a  man  ? ' 

**  Madam,  I  have  said,  and  truly,  that  Walmsley  bad 
bright  and  extensive  powers  of  mind ;  that  they  had  been 
cultivated  by  familiwity  with  the  best  authors,  and  by 
connactions  with  the  learned  and  pohte.  It  is  a  fact,  that 
Aston  obtained  nearly  absolute  dominion  over  his  will ;  it 
is  no  less  a  &ct  that  his  disposition  was  irritable  and 
violent.     But  Walmsley  was  a  man ;  and  there  is  no  man 

•  MiM  Bllnbetb  Arton  died  1TB5,  aged  77.  See  Croker's  BnireU's 
JAun,  1.  53.  See  alw  vol.  II.  p.  4S,  note.  Sneral  tettera  of  Dr. 
Jofauon  to  Mri.  E.Alton  wen  flnt  printed  in  Mr.  Croker'i  edilian, "  wriltan 
with  I  nsiTonn  tpirit  of  teadenieBB  and  respect,  and  affording  an  eddilional 
proofortlieiDaccaracy  of  Mill  Senard,"  io  her  report  of  the  above  conier- 
Mtlon. — CaoKiB.-.^ae  aJjo  anecdotei  of  Mn.  E.  AaCon  b;  th«  Rot.  Hr. 
hrker,  in  Croker'i  BotweU,  T.  4UV. 

y2 


,..d:,i.  Google 


324  ILLUSTRATIONS   OF  LITERATURE. 

vho  can  resist  the  repeated  attacks  of  a  fdriotu  woman. 
Walmsley  had  no  altematiTe  bat  to  submit  or  torn  her 
oot  of  doors.' 

"  I  have  procured,  from  Mr.  Levett,  of  this  <aty,  the 
inclosed  copy  of  an  original*  letter  of  Dr.  Johnson's. 
Though  its  style  may  not  bear  the  stamp  of  its  author's 
genius,  yet  it  is  illumed  with  a  soft  ray  of  filial  piety, 
which  cannot  £eu1  to  cast  its  portion  of  additional  lustre, 
however  small,  on  the  amiable  side  of  the  Johnsonian 
medal. 

"The  genuine  lovers  of  the  poetic  sdence  look  nitti 
anxious  eyes  to  Mr.  Boswell,  desiring  that  every  merit  of 
the  stupendous  mortal  may  be  shewn  in  its  furest  light ; 
but,  expecting  also  that  impartial  justice,  so  worthy  of  a 
generous  mind,  which  the  popular  cry  cannot  influence  to 
flatter  the  object  of  discrimination,  nor  yet  the  yearnings 
of  remembered  amity  induce  to  invest  that  object  with 
unreal  perfection,  injurious,  from  the  severity  of  his  cen- 
sures, to  the  rights  of  others. 

*'  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  authenticity  of  that 
little  anecdote  of  Johnson's  infancy ;  the  verses  he  made 
at  three  years  old,  on  having  killed,  by  treading  upon  it, 
his  eleventh  duck,  Mrs,  Lucy  Porter  is  a  woman  of  the 
strictest  veracity ;  and  a  more  conscientiouB  creature  could 
not  live  than  old  Mrs.  Johnson,  who,  I  have  heard  Mrs. 
Porter  say,  has  often  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  her. 
It  is  curious  to  remark,  in  these  little  verses,  the  poetic 
seed  which  afterwards  bore  plenteous  fruits,  of  so  rich  a 
lustre  and  flavour.  Every  thing  Johnson  wrote  was  poetry; 
for  the  poetic  essence  consists  not  in  rhyme  and  measure, 
which  are  only  its  trappings,  but  in  that  strength  and  glow 
of  the  fancy  to  which  all  the  works  of  art  and  nature  stand 
in  prompt  administration ;  that  rich  harmony  of  period, 
'  Mota  tonibla  than  ne«di  the  metric  powen 


"  We  observe,  also,  in  those  infant  verses,  the  seeds  of 
that  superstition  which  grew  with  his  growth,  and  operated 
so  strongly  through  his  future  life. 

"  I  have  often  heard  my  mother  say  she  perfectly  remem- 
bered his  wife.  He  has  recorded  of  her  that  beauty  which 
existed  only  in  his  imagination.     She  had  a  very  red  ixxx 
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and  vert  indifferent  features,  and  her  manners  in  advanced 
Hit,  for  tier  children  were  all  grown  up  when  Johnson  first 
saw  her,  had  an  unbecoming  excess  of  girlish  levity  and 
disgnsting  affectation.  The  rustic  prettiness  and  artless 
manners  of  her  daughter,  the  present  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter, 
had  won  John  son's  youthful  heart,  when  she  was  upon  a  visit 
at  my*  grandfather's  in  Johnson's  school-days.  Disgusted 
by  hia  unsightly  form,  she  had  a  personal  aversion  to  him^ 
nor  could  uie  beautifiil  f  verses  he  addressed  to  her  teach 
her  to  endure  him.  The  nymph,  at  length,  returned  to 
Iier  parents  at  Birmingham,  and  was  soon  foi^otten.  Busi- 
ness taking  Johnson  to  Birmingham,  on  the  death  of  hia 
own  father,  and  calling  upon  his  cov  mistress  there,  he 
found  her  father  dying.  He  passed  all  his  leisure  hours 
at  Mr.  Porter's,  attending  his  sick  bed,  and  in  a  few 
months  after  his  death  asked  Mrs.  Johnson's  consent  to 
marry  the  old  widow.  After  expressing  her  surprise  at  a 
request  so  extraordinary — '  No,  Sam,  my  willing  consent 
you  will  never  have  to  so  preposterous  a  union.  Ton  are 
not  twenty-five,  and  she  is  turned  fifty.  If  she  had  any 
prudence,  this  request  had  never  been  made  to  me. 
where  are  your  means  of  subsistence  ?  Porter  has  died 
poor,  in  consequence  of  his  wife's  expensive  habits.  You 
nave  great  talents,  but  as  yet  have  turned  them  into  no 

frofitahle  channel.' — *  Mother,  I  have  not  deceived  Mrs, 
'orter :  I  have  told  her  the  worst  of  me ;  that  I  am  of 
mean  extraction  ;  that  I  have  no  money ;  and  that  I  have 
bad  an  uncle  hanged.  She  replied,  that  she  valued  no  one 
more  or  less  for  his  descent ;  that  she  had  no  more  money 
than  myself ;  and  that,  though  she  had  not  had  a  relation 
hanged,  she  had  fifty  who  deserved  hanging.'^ 

"  And  thus   became   accomplished  this  very  curious 

*  "Ber.JobnHimter,  mutir  of  thiliiMeld  Free-School,  b]p  whom  Joha- 
■on  WM  edncited." 

f  "  See  the  Vene*  on  recuTing  ■  Mfrtle  from  ■  'L$Aj,  iiuerted  in  Mr.  Boe- 
well'i  Uh  of  JohnTCQ.'' — The  Term  are  ia  Mr.  Crokcr'i  edition,  I.  62  [ 
W  Mr.  Buwell  uji,  "  Dr.  JohnKn  wrote  them  (or  hia  Mend  Mr.  Ed- 
BODil  Hector,"  whiiii  ii  conllrmed  bj  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hector  to  Mr, 
Bowdl  (lee  Croker'i  edit  I.  6&,  notea).  Mr.  Crokeriddi,  m  >  note,  "Of 
tte  nppMed  attachment  of  Dr.  JobnaDn  to  the  dan^ter  of  hia  wife  [here  ia 
BO  BndenM  whatever,  but  the  aiaeition  of  MiM  Seward,  whoae  anecdotea 
kaw  toned  oat  to  be  in  tlmoit  ettrj  inatance  worse  than  notbiDg ;  and  in 
Oda  inMsoce,  the  data  would  disprove  Hiaa  Seward'a  atatement,  which  it  ia 
bat  too  erident  that  ahe  made  with  a  riew  of  diapai»ging  ud  ridicotiog  Dr. 
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amoar.  Adieu,  Sir ;  go  on  and  prosper  in  your  uduouj  toik 
of  presenting  to  the  world  the  portrait  of  Johnaoc's  mind 
and  manner*.  If  futbful,  bhlUant  will  be  its  lights,  but 
deep  ita  shades."" 

Miss  Seward  to  James  Boswbll,  Esq. 

"lichfield,  Mtreb  SS,  ITK. 

" '  No,  Bir,'  there  are  not  any  lees — the  spirit  ofyoor 
Tour  widi  Johnson  runs  clear  to  the  last  syllable,  lliose 
who  are  not  interested  in  its  anecdotes  can  have  little  in- 
tellectual curiosity  and  no  imagination.  Those  who  are  not 
entei-tained  with  the  perpetual  triumph  of  sarcastic  wit 
over  fair  ingenious  argument,  must  be  sturdier  moralists 
than  even  Johnson  himself  affected  to  have  been ;  and 
those  who  do  not  love  the  biographer  as  they  read,  what- 
ever imperfection  they  raay  find  in  the  massive  hemg 
whom  he  so  strongly  characterises,  can  have  no  hearts. 

"  I  confess,  however,  that  it  was  not  without  some  sor- 
prlse  that  I  perceived  so  mucdi  exaltation  avowed  concern- 
ing the  noble  blood  which  flows  in  your  veins ;  since  it  la 
more  honourable  for  a  man  of  distinguished  ingenuity  fa> 
have  been  obscurely  than  splendidly  descended^  because 
then  his  distinctions  are  more  exclusively  his  own.  Often, 
as  well  you  are  aware,  have  nobles,  princes,  perhaps  kings, 
stood  awed  in  the  presence  of  the  son  of  a  Lichfield  bow- 
seller.  Can  the  recorder  of  his  life  and  actions  think  birth 
of  consequence  ?  Mr.  Boswell  is  too  humble  in  fancying 
be  can  derive  honour  &om  noble  ancestry.  It  is  for  the 
line  of  Bruce  to  be  proud  of  the  historian  of  Corsica;  it 
is  for  the  bouse  of  Auchinleck,  to  boast  of  him  who,  with 
the  most  fervent  personal  attachment  to  an  illustrious  lite- 
rary character,  has  yet  been  sufficiently  faithful  to  the  just 
claims  of  the  pubhc  upon  biographic  fidelity  to  represmt 
him,  not  as  his  weak  or  preiudiced  idolaters  might  wiah  to 
behold  him  j  not  in  the  Ugnt  in  which  they  desire  to  con- 
template Johnson,  who  pronounce  his  writings  to  be  on 
obscure  jargon  of  pompons  pedantry,  and  his  imputed  vir* 
tues  a  superstitious  farrago  of  pbarasaic  ostentation ;  hot 
as  he  was, — the  most  wonderful  composition  of  great  and 
absurd,  of  misanthropy  and  benevolence,  of  luminous  in- 
tellect and  prejudiced  darkness,  that  was  ever  produced  in 
the  human  oreast 

*  Mitn  of  MiH  Seirui],  toL  I.  p.  33. 
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**  The  only  port  of  this  work  whose  omission  I  could 
much  have  wished,  is  the  passage  which  records  the 
despofs  iojuatice  to  Mrs.  Montagu's*  ingenious  and  able 
IVeatise  on  Shakespeare.  Its  omission,  as  all  my  corres- 
pondents observe,  would  have  been  much  more  consoDant 
than  its  appearance  to  the  philanthropy  of  the  biographer. 

"  I  have,  it  is  true,  seen  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  about 
yonr  Tour  in  the  public  prints,  and  that  both  in  its  praise 
and  abuse.  It  is  hard  to  say  who  are  most  absurd,  they 
who  vilify  its  entertaining  ediisions  as  vapid  and  unin- 
teresting, or  they  who  fancy  they  see  a  perfect  cbaractar 
in  the  stupendous  mortal  whom  its  pages  exhibit  in  lights 
•o  atrilcing  and  so  various ;  bowing  down  before  the  rehcs 
of  popish  superstition ;  repaying  the  hospitable  kindness 
of  the  Scotch  professors  with  unfeeling  exultation  over 
the  barrenness  of  their  country,  and  the  imputed  folly  of 
their  religion ;  and  roaming,  Uke  a  Greenland  bear,  over 
Caledonia  and  her  lonely  isles- 

"  I  have  written  to  the  elegant  Bardf  of  Sussex,  to  Mr, 
Whalley,  who  is  on  the  Continent,  to  my  late  end  ever- 
honoured  friend,  Dr.  John  Jebb,  and  my  other  literary 
oorreapondents  upon  the  merits  of  your  Tour,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  warm  encomium  upon  tJie  gay  benevolence, 
cmaracteiisijc  truts,  scenic  graces,  and  biographic  fidelity 
which  adorn  its  pages ;  observing  also  how  valuable  a 
counterpart  it  forms  to  Dr.  Johnson's  Toiir  to  the  He- 
brides, la  one  we  perceive,  through  a  medium  of  solemn 
and  sublime  eloquence,  in  what  light  Scotland,  her  nobles, 
her  professors,  and  her  chieftains  appeared  to  the  august 
wanderer ;  in  the  other  how  the  growling  philosopher  ap- 
peared to  them.  If  the  use  of  biography  is  to  ascertain 
and  discriminate  character,  its  domestic  minuteness  is  its 
most  essential  excellence. 

"The  nearly  universal  approbation  with  which  those 
whose  opinions  are  of  consequence  have  mentioned  your 
work  to  me  precludes  all  ideas  of  defence  against  the 
frothy  spleen  descending  so  continually  upon  ingenious 
composition  from  the  pen  of  anonymous  criticism.  It 
descends  in  plenteous  efiu^on, 

'  But  Ubtm  do  ipot  or  bluno  behind."! 

'  TbSm  bdf ,  celebntad  for  hsr  Utaruj  tilenti  md  chuitj,  dlod  4t  u 
■dnnced  tee,  kag.  25,  ISOO.     See  u  ucoiuit  of  her  in  tlia  Qentlguui'S 

t  Hr.  BMykf.  t  Uam  of  Hi»  Bewwd,  ttH.  1.  p.  !». 
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[From  MiBB  Sbward.] 

"  Mb.  Urban,  Jmhwt  id,  itW. 

"  I  have  great  confidence  in  your  general  penetration, 
just  taste,  candour,  and  integrity ;  but  you  must  consider 
that  yon  are  in  a  public  character,  and  ought  not  to  suffer 
private  friendship,  with  all  its  amiable  fervours,  to  render 
you  partial,  even  in  a  single  instan(x. 

"  The  perfection  with  vbich  your  pubUcation  constantly 
labours  to  invest  the  late  stupendous,  bat  frail.  Dr. 
Johnson,  is  injustice  to  the  characters  which  his  pr^udioe 
calumniated,  and  to  the  talents  which  his  rough  sophistry, 
as  Mr.  Boswell  once  emphatically  calls  his  maoner  of 
reasoning,  so  continually  depreciated. 

"  Surely  infidelity  is  not  so  very  prevalent  amongst 
men  of  distinguished  abilities,  as  to  make  it  reasonable 
that  we  should  bestow  upon  mere  orthodoxy  of  opinion, 
not  enforced  with  gentleness,  hut  maintained  with  reviling, 
the  dignity  of  unswerving  and  sunt-Uke  virtue ;  nor  to 
exempt  ftvm  just  blame,  in  a  Protestant  community,  diat 
superstitious  reverence  of  Popish  localities,  and  unac- 
countable violence  against  our  dissenting  brethren,  which 
are  recorded  by  Mr.  Boswell.  If  F^sbytery  has  its 
errors,  they  are  ndther  so  flagrant,  nor  so  far  removed 
from  the  established  form  of  worship  in  England,  as  are 
those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  monkish  cere- 
monies ;  to  which  Dr.  Johnson  gives  so  marked  and  so 
truly  reprehensible  a  preference. 

"  Personally  to  have  known  the  wonderful  being,  is  to 
obtain  the  testimony  of  recollection  for  the  fidelity  of  Mr. 
Boswell's  anecdotes ;  since  it  cannot  ful  to  paralld  them ; 
and  they  enable  those  who  never  conversed  with  him  to 
see  him  as  he  was ;  to  perceive  the  genius  and  absurdity, 
wisdom  and  folly,  penetration  and  prejudice,  devotion 
and  superstition,  compassion  and  malevolence,  friendship 
and  envy,  truth  and  sophistry,  which  were  blended  '  in 
the  laige  composition  of  that  man.' 

"  Over  the  malignance  he  records,  Mr.  Boswell  strives 
to  spread  a  veil ;  but  that  veil  is  not  impenetrable.  Facts 
are  stubborn  things ;  and,  since  they  are  fairly  recited^ 
partially  seeks  to  gild  them  in  vain. 

"  SensihiUty  must  be  disgusted  at  the  ungrateful  c<mi- 
tempt  of  a  brave  and  hardy  nation  (tenacious  of  higher 
distmctioDs  than  wealth  and  luxury  can  bestow),  with 
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which  Dr.  Johnson  insiilted  her  professora,  at  whose 
tables  he  was  entertained  with  liberal  hospitality,  and 
from  whom  he  received  every  flattering  distinction. 
Neither  can  she  perase  without  indignation  other  instances 
of  his  arrogance ;  yet  must  she  feel  her  attention  often 
delighted,  and  always  alive,  over  this  animated  work,  and 
pursue,  with  no  languid  eye,  the  growling  philoaopher, 
and  his  more  amiable  fiiena,  in  their  rambles  over  Cale- 
donia and  her  lonely  isles. 

*•  Reviewing  Mr.  Boswell's  Tour  in  vour  Magazine  for 
November,  you  say,  that  most  of  Dr.  Johnson's  opinions 
of  men  and  books,  recorded  in  that  work,  will  stand  the 
test  of  severest  critidsm. 

"  Examine  the  following  opinions,  I  beseech  you,  with 
impartiality.  Mr.  Boswnl  writes,  '  I  mentioned  Shen- 
^tone's  having  said,  that  Pope  possessed  the  art  of  con- 
densing sense  more  than  any  Dody.'  Dr.  Johnson  replied, 
*  It  is  not  true ;  there  is  more  sense  in  a  line  of  Cowley's 
than  in  a  page,  or  a  sentence,  or  ten  lines  (I  am  not  certun 
of  the  phrase,)  of  Pope's.'  * 

"  Sound  critidsm  will  hardly  vouch  for  the  verity  of 
that  assertion ;  hut  the  praise  of  another  was  ever  a  caustic 
on  the  mind  of  Dr.  Johnson,  beneath  the  smart  of  which 
truth  and  justice  were  too  generally  disr^arded. 

"  Cowley  had  great  poetic  imagination,  some  genuine, 
and  a  great  deal  more  false  wit ;  out  his  poems  contain 
little  perspicuous  rationality ;  while  the  clear  good  sense, 
with  which  the  verses  of  Pope  abound,  render  them  in- 
teUurible  to  the  common  reader,  in  whose  perception  those 
of  Cowley  form  a  chaos  of  extraneous  and  incompre- 
hensible thought,  and  of  unresembhng  resemblances. 

"  Is  not  the  indignation  honest  which  impartial  people 
feel  when  they  peruse,  in  this  Tour,  the  injustice  of  the 
despot  to  his  old  colleague  and  townsman,  David  Garrick, 
who  was  to  him  a  liberal  friend,  and  with  whom  he  had 
lived  on  terms  of  professed  amitv  ?  Mr.  Boswell  records 
his  having  asserted,  that  David  Garrick  had  not  made 
Shakspeare  better  known,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
illustrate  Shakspeare. 

"  Now  it  is  well  known  that  when  Mr.  Giarrick  ap- 
peared on  the  London  theatre,  Shakspeare  had  long  been 
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sank  from  general  admiration  and  itttentiOn,  into  tiw 
doseta  of  the  learned. 

"  At  that  period  few  of  hia  plays  vera  better  known 
than  is  the  Sampson  Agonistes  at  present.  Other  dramatic 
schools  had  prevailed  over  that  of  the  great  Poet  of  Nature. 
No  plays,  be  their  merit  ever  so  great,  are  ftmiliar  and 
dear  to  the  many  if  they  are  not  represented.  Johnson's 
own  Irene,  so  mach  excelling  most  of  the  modem  popular 
tragedies  in  the  genuine  beauty  of  composition,  is  known 
bat  to  the  few ;  while  almost  every  passage  in  tlie  former 
is  present  to  the  minds  of  the  multitude. 

"  Mr.  Garrick  did  rerire  the  popularity  of  Shakapasre. 
He  brought  hia  plays  on  the  stage.  Innumerable  of  their 
most  sublime  and  beautiful  passages  did  he  imprsss  on 
the  minds  of  his  crowded  audience  by  the  hannony  <rf 
intonation,  by  energetic  or  persuasive  accents,  by  tha 
force  of  emphasis,  and  by  the  grace  of  action. 

"  Thus  wan  Ckrrick  Shakspeare'a  best  commentator, 
not  excepting  even  the  ungenerous  great  man,  who  folaely 
asserted,  that  it  was  not  in  Garriok's  power  to  illostrate 
ShakspeBTe  !  and  that  he  had  not  nude  him  better  known ! 

"  fiad  any  other  person  contradicted  a  fact  so  eatab- 
lished,  as  tlut  Sbakspeare's  popularitjr  was  revived  by 
David  Garrick,  Johnson  would  have  said,  '  Sir,  [the  d<^ 
lied,  and  he  knew  that  he  hed.' 

"  Ought  Mr.  Boswell  to  have  recorded  Dr.  Jobnaon'a 
unjust  contempt  of  Mrs.  Montagu's  able  and  beantifnl 
TreatiBe  on  Shakspeare  in  the  life-time  of  that  lady,  whose 
sensibility  must  painfully  shrink  from  the  Kxe  of  that 
barbarian  ?  Let  us  hope,  however^  that  her  laurels  will 
spring  the  fresher  after  this  merciless  cutting.  An  assault 
upon  a  reputation  so  established  must  startle  the  public, 
and  induce  it  to  re-examine  a  work  whose  excellnioe  it 
has  acknowledged. 

"  Every  re-pemsal  of  Mrs.  Montagu's  Treatite  <hi 
Shakspeare  must  be  to  the  honour  of  its  aathor,  and 
to  the  advantage  of  their  tastes  and  jodgmenta  Who 
familiarise  themselves  with  her  writings. 

"  Your  critique  on  Mr.  Boswell's  Tour  in  the  Magaiini) 
for  November  observes,  that  virtue  was  the  best  recommen- 
dation to  Dr.  Johnson's  fnendship,  patronage,  and  praise^ 

"  His  attachment  to  the  profligate  Bichard  Savage;  the 
gloBs  he  has  thrown  over  tiiat  man's  sensnalitv  and  in- 
gratitude; his  afibction  for  Dr.  Goldanith;  tnenapcct 
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and  mrm  applaiue  with  which  he  idways  mentioned  him 
in  his  writings,  both  as  an  author  and  a  man,  though  Dr. 
Johnson  was  known  to  think  very  indifferently  of  Gold- 
smith's  moral  character,  particularly  of  his  veracity — these 
are  by  no  moans  proofs  that  virtue  was  the  indispensable 
Tequinte  to  obtain  this  great  writer's  favour  and  applause; 

"  If,  for  the  word  virtue,  toryism  had  been  substituted, 
the  observation  had  stood  on  firmer  ground. 

"  That  Dr.  Johnson's  own  veracity  was  too  often  the 
victim  of  his  malevolent  passions,  the  violation  of  his  pro- 
mise to  Mr.  Boswell  at  Auchinleck  is  another  proof,  added 
to  those  numerous  ones  which  result  from  his  critical 
writings,  and  from  his  conversation. 

**  Let  the  world  be  permitted  to  see  Dr.  Johnson  as  he 
was,  who  so  £reqnently  tried  to  make  others  appear  what 
they  are  not ; — sir  Richard  Blackmore  a  good  poet  I  Mr. 
Gray  a  bad  one !  King  William  a  rascal  I  Richard 
Savage  resectable  1  with  a  long,  &c.  of  similar  misrepre- 
Mntationsf 

"  Of  Mr.  BosweU's  Tour  the  following  admirable  com- 
pendium was  lately  given  by  the  most  ulustrioua  literary 
character  sow  living,  iii  a  letter  to  one  of  his  friends  >— 

"  *  It  is  a  most  amusing  history  of  a  learned  monster, 
written  by  his  showman,  who  perpetually  discovers  a 
diverting  apprehension  that  his  beast  will  puy  the  savage 
too  foriouuy,  and  lacerate  the  company  instead  of  enter- 
tuning  them.'j 

**  Chi  the  candour  of  the  editor  of  the  Gentleman's 
Uaeanne  I  have  tog  great  reliance  to  doubt  his  insertion 
of  ws  letter,  and  remain  his  admirer  and  humble  servant^ 
"Bbnvolio."* 

•'  Mr.  UbbAN,  March  9,  1 JBG. 

"  It  having  been  asserted  in  a  late  scurrilous  publication, 
that  some  passages  relative  to  a  noble  lord,  which  appeared 
in  the  first  edition  of  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  were  omitted  in  the  second  edition  of  that  work, 
in  conseouence  of  a  letter  from  his  lordship, — I  think 
mysetf  emtd  upon  to  delclare,  that  that  assertion  is  false. 

"  In  a  note,  p.  527,  of  my  second  edition,  I  mentioned 

that,  '  having  found,  on  a  revision  of  this  work,  that^ 

notwithstanding  my  best  care,  a  few  observations  had 

escaped  me,  which  arose  from  t^e  instant  impression,  the 

*  AonsSswvd. 
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publication  of  which  might  perhaps  be  considered  as  pat- 
sing  the  botrnds  of  a  strict  decorumj  I  immediately  ordered 
that  they  should  be  omitted  in  the  preseut  edition.'  * 

'  I  did  not  then  think  it  necessary  to  be  more  ezpHdt. 
But,  as  I  nov  find  that  I  have  been  misunderstood  1^ 
some,  and  grossly  misrepresented  by  others,  I  think  it 
proper  to  add,  that  soon  after  the  publication  of  the  first 
edition  of  my  work,  from  the  motive  above  mentioned 
alone,  without  any  application  from  any  person  whatever, 
I  ordered  twenty-six  lines,  relative  to  the  noble  lord,  to 
be  omitted  in  the  second  edition  (for  the  loss  of  which,  I 
trust,  twenty-two  additional  pages  are  a  sufficient  compen- 
sation} :  and  this  was  the  sole  alteration  that  was  made  in 
my  book  relative  to  that  nobleman ;  nor  was  any  applica- 
tion made  to  me  by  the  nobleman  alluded  to,  at  any  time, 
to  make  any  alteration  in  my  Journal. 

"To  any  serious  criticism,  or  ludicrous  banter,+  to 
which  my  Journal  may  be  liable,  I  shall  never  object,  but 
receive  both  the  one  and  the  other  with  perfect  good 
humour  ;  but  I  cannot  suffer  a  maUgnant  and  injurious 
falsehood  to  pass  uncontradicted.    Yours,  &c., 

"  James  Boswkll.** 

*  In  the  3d  ediliao  (Sept.  1T85)  Mr.  BoaweU  adib  to  thii  the  fiilloviiic 
note;— 

"  A  contonptible  icribbler.  of  whom  I  haTs  leaned  no  more  tbu  tbtti 
tfter  htring  dlamced  atid  dMert«d  the  clerical  cbaracler,  he  picki  op  m 
■ouitj  Urelihood  bf  Bcnmlooi  lampoom  uider  ■  feined  mime,  hat  impu- 
dently and  falaely  atiected  that  the  pamage*  omitted  wan  it^mcfon'i  nd 
that  tiie  aoiMlo&  wat  not  Tolantarj  bot  comptdioiy.  '^m  lart  inaiimatinw 
I  took  Uta  trouble  pubUdy  to  diaDrore ;  yst,  like  one  of  Fope'a  dunce*,  be 
peneTered  in  '  the  he  o'eitbrown.  Aa  to  the  charge  of  debmatlon,  than 
la  an  obriona  and  certain  mode  of  refating  it.  Any  person  who  diinka  it 
worth  while  to  compare  one  edition  with  anoUter,  will  find  that  the  paaaages 
omitted  were  not  In  the  leait  degree  of  that  natnrt,  but  exactly  Boeh  aa  I 
have  repreaented  them  in  the  former  part  of  tbii  note, — the  hajty  rihaoB 
of  momentary  feelinga,  which  the  deUcacy  of  politnkcaa  ihonld  bare  np. 

I  caimot  diicoTer  any  poiuge  of  twenty-iii  lioca,  rslatiie  to  any  noble 
lord,  in  the  first  edition,  that  waa  omitted  ia  the  anbaeqnent  editiotu. — M. 

t  Mr.  Boswell  alludea  to  attacks  that  had  appeared  in  aereral  pnUicatiaBB, 
and  particniarlj  in  the  Gentleman's  Magaiine  for  1785,  under  tbe  ioitiala  of 
Q.  p.  8TT.  and  D.  H.  p.  959  (both  written  by  Richard  Gongh,  Baq.). 
Hkm  letterv  prodoced  a  long  and  sble  TindicMiaD  of  Dr.  Johnaon  anid 
Mr.  Boiwell,  iigned  "  Anti.Stiletta,"  in  the  Majaiine  for  Janiuiy,  1786, 
pp-  IT — 93  ;  also  two  articlea  signed  "  Gratian,"  and  "  BenTolio''  [Hiaa 
Seward],  in  the  Maguine  for  Feb.  1786,  pp.  123 — 126;  a  TindicatioB 
of  Dr.  JohnMn*!  Frayeri,  aigrted,  "  W.  B.  Laicna,"  in  p.  1S6  ;  tUaaita 
OD  the  Toot  to  the  Hebrides,  signed  "  RiilantliropM,"  in  April  Mag.  p. 
395.  Mr,  Oong^  renewed  the  attack  (in  answer  to  "  OratiaQ"  and  "  Bsa- 
Tolio,")  in  the  May  Msgailiie,  wider  um  iigoaton  of  "  Fro  ne,  ai  ncrear, 
in  m,"  pp.  3B6— 388. 
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[FVom  Miss  Sbward.] 

"  Mh.  Usban,  April  18,  ires. 

"  Pertnit  me  to  preface  the  observation,  vnich  I  desire 
to  make  to  you  upon  the  historians  of  Br.  Johnson's  life 
and  conversation,  with  a  trite  remark,  which,  however, 
experience  is  too  perpetually  pressing  upon  the  hearts  of 
the  ingenuous  to  suffer  repetition  to  weaken  its  force.  I 
mean,  the  impossibility  of  satisfying  the  captious  mul- 
titade. 

"  After  the  death  of  one  of  the  greatest  geniuses,  and 
certainly  the  most  extraordinary  being  that  ever  existed, 
how  greedily  did  that  multitude  listen  for  anecdotes  of  hia 
life,  and  characteristic  truts  of  his  manners !  Whence 
coidd  they  be  obtained,  but  hova  those  who  lived  with 
bim  in  habits  of  intimacy  ?  In  Mr.  Boswell's  infinitely 
entertainii^  work  we  are  presented  with  the  most  striking 
portrmts  of  his  illustrious  friend.  They  have  been  abused 
for  their  fidelity  in  a  merciless  quantity  of  dull  prose,  and 
in  some  very  witty  verses,  particularly  in  a  parody  of 
WiUiam  and  Mai^aret, entilJed  'Johnson's  Ghost,'*  which 
appeared  in  the  General  Evening  Post  a  little  time  ago. 

"  But  the  fidelity  of  Mr.  Boswell's  pen  is  as  laudable 
as  that  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  pencil.  If  the  world 
really  desires  to  see  what  manner  of  man  the  great  Doctor 
Johnson  was,  the  stains  of  malice  and  irascibility  should, 
by  the  hand  of  friendship,  no  more  be  concealed  in  the 
pictures  of  his  mind,  than  the  unwieldiness  of  his  limbs, 
and  the  deformities  of  his  countenance,  should  be  omitted 
in  those  of  his  person. 

''After  all,  Mr.  Boswell  pronounces  him  good  as  great. 
And  also  Mrs.  Piozzi,  after  narrating  a  series  of  the  most 
weakly-captious  conduct,  and  unprovoked  malice,  with 
every  glaring  opposition  to  the  meekness  and  forbearing 
spirit  of  the  ruigion  he  professed,  tells  us,  that  *  he  was 
great  beyond  human  comprehension,  and  good  beyond 
the  imitation  of  perishable  oeings.' 

"  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  as  well  as  Mr,  Boswell  and 
Mrs.  ^ozzi,  was  me  personal  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
Why  is  bis  zeal  less  active  than  theirs  ?  Why  do  we  not 
tee  a  dissertation  from  his  pen  upon  the  perrect,  the  un- 
matched graces  of  Dr.  Johnson's  form  and  face,  referring 

*  8w  it  In  tha  QntlsiMo'i  Htsuine  for  IT86,  p.  W. 
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to  his  own  portraitB  of  the  stupendous  being  as  proofe  of 
such  imputed  beauty  ? 

"  We  must  confess  that  it  bad  been  greatly  for  the 
interest  of  Dr.  Johnson's  fame,  as  a  benevolent  maOf  if  he 
had,  in  one  respect,  shared  the  fate  of  Homer,  and, 

"  [ike  a  diituit  god,  boon  dirkly  iheini, 
Felt  is  bis  wartf,  bntinblmMUankiiowD," 

Hatuit  on  Epic  PMfarr. 
provided  he  had  died  before  the  publication  of  the  "  I^vea 
of  the  Poets."  Till  they  appeared,  there  was  no  deep 
stain  of  malignity  upon  bis  glorious  writinga  ;  but  injus- 
tice and  m^ce  are  too  apparent  in  that  work,  for  the 
strictest  friendship  to  feel  any  rational  scruple  in  perform- 
ing tbe  duty  of  a  biographer,  that  of  giving  a  faithful  de- 
lineation of  the  manners,  ratber  than  present  that  general 
outline  of  character,  which,  being  well  known,  can  bat 
little  instruct,  and  not  at  all  elucidate. 

*'  Let  those,  who  are  angry  with  Mr.  BoBwell  for  paint- 
ing the  mind  of  the  Colossus  as  justly  as  Sir  Josbuft 
Reynolds  has  painted  his  form,  peruse  the  whole  of  tho 
*  lUmbler,'  No.  60,  in  the  2d  volume,  from  which  the 
following  passage  is  a  quotation : 

" '  There  are  many  who  think  it  an  act  of  piety  to  hide 
the  &nlts  and  faiUngs  of  their  friends,  even  when  they 
can  no  longer  suffer  by  their  detection.  We  therefore 
see  whole  ranks  of  characters  adorned  with  uniform 
panegyric,  and  not  to  be  known  &om  one  another  but  by 
extrinsic  and  casual  circumstances.'  "  Let  me  remember/' 
says  Hale,  "  when  I  find  myself  inclined  to  pity  a  criminal, 
that  there  is  likewise  a  pity  due  to  the  count^."  If  there 
is  a  regard  due  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  there  it  yet 
more  respect  to  be  paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  to 
truth.* 

"  Dr.  Johnson,  in  the  same  essay,  affirms,  that  '  it  is 
the  business  of  a  biographer  to  pass  lightly  over  those 
performances  and  actions  which  produce  vulgar  greatness ) 
to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domestic  privacies,  and  display 
the  minute  details  of  daily  life,  where  exterior  appearances 
are  lud  aside.' 

"  Thus  is  Mr.  Boswell  acquitted  of  all  treachery  to  the 
fame  and  memory  of  his  friend,  by  that  friend's  cool  and 
deliberate  opinion  on  the  nature  of  such  disclosures,  as 
tend  to  reveal  the  genuine  disposition  of  those  men  whose 
talents  have  excited  public  curiosity. 
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"  Mra.  FitMa'a  '  Memoirs  Of  Doctor  Johnson '  are 
lea  entortauiiiig  th«a  Mr.  Boswell's,  becnuae  the^  exhibit 
him  in  far  lesi  interesting  scenes.  We  reoogmze,  how- 
erer,  the  asme  human  hornet,  on  sullen  and  sounding 
wing,  in  her  drawing  room,  as  we  saw  fastening  upon  die 
Seotoh  professors,  and  stinging  them^  in  return  for  the 
boner  with  which  they  had  led  him. 

**  We  are  told  in  these  Memoirs,  that  we  are  not  to 
jndn  of  Dr.  Johnson  by  his  words  and  mannors }  but  to 
loOK  at  Iiis  actions,  words,  and  manners,  which  must  daily 
inareaae  the  sum  of  human  discontent,  cannot  be  guiltless. 
UnneceHary  droredations  upon  the  self-esteem  of  others 
we  always  hostile  to  the  interests  of  morality,  as  well  as 
to  those  of  content, 

"  Can  we  help  shuddering  at  Dr.  J.'s  inhumanity,  re- 
oordfld  by  Mrs.  I^ozzi,  when  a  certain  female,  with  whom 
ke  was  acquainted,  sinned  against  the  majesty  of  his 
inaleTolenoet  by  declaring  herself  happy ;  and  when  he 
addressed  to  her  brother,  and  it  seems  to  hare  been  in 
her  presence,  the  following  cruel  comment  upon  that  de- 
elaiatiwi?  '  If  your  sister  is  happy,  her  life  gives  the  lie 
to  every  research  of  humanity,  for  she  is  happy  without 
health,  widtout  beauty,  without  money,  and  wiUiout  under- 
standing.' 

**  Was  it  a  Christian  who  refused  to  credit  the  posaibi- 
Uly  of  happiness  without  health,  beauty,  wealth,  or  dis- 
tingoished  talents  ?  If  a  pious  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  meek  obedience  to  his  Uws,  and  the  awakened  hopes 
of  a  blessed  futurity,  cannot  extract  the  bitterness  of  these 
deprivations,  may  we  not  say  with  the  Apostie,  at  least 
respecting  this  life,  that '  Christ  has  died  in  vain  ? ' 

"  Bat  we  are  told  to  look  at  his  actions,  In  them  we 
■ee  a  great  deal  of  alms-^ving,  but  no  charity,  in  the 
Soriptnre  sense  of  the  word ;  devotion  ineffectual,  because 
it  did  not  enable  him  to  subdue,  or  seem  to  inspire  even 
the  resolution  of  combating,  the  great  vice  of  his  nature, 
malevolence.  We  see  a  partial  adherence  to  that  veracity, 
wbidi,  if  pecuniary  considerations  could  not  tempt  him  to 
violate,  he  eagerly  sacrificed  to  his  hatred  and  prejudices. 
What  is  injnstice  but  the  worst  kind  of  falsehood  ? 

"  We  have  been  somewhere  told,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
would  not,  even  in  his  busiest  hours,  allow  himself  to  be 
danied  when  be  was  aotually  at  home,  but  suffered  inter- 
ruption from  every  impertinent,  rather  than  countenance 


D,g,t,..d:,i.  Google 


336  ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   LITERATURE. 

R  felaehood  so  general  and  bo  perfectly  harmless :— yet  he 
affirmed  that  any  man,  any  woman,  any  child,  might  bare 
written  Ossian's  works ;  and  he  rdfiised  to  allow  that  the 
VDiTersity  of  Cambridge  had  any  literary  equality  with 
that  of  Oxford  from  the  eminence  of  her  sons,  though  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  Milton,  Gray,  Mason,  and  Hayley,  with  a 
long  &c.  of  distinguished  characters,  had  been  nurtured 
in  her  bosom;  and  though  he  tacitly  acknowledges  to 
Mrs.  Piozzi,  that  the  warm  praises  he  has  bestowed  on 
Addison's  essays,  both  in  his  writings  and  conTersation, 
had  not  been  sincere. 

"  When  we  consider  these  things,  added  to  the  asser- 
tions concerning  Pope,  Garrick,  and  Mrs.  Montague,  in  Mr. 
Boswell's  Tour,isitpoasibletOTeneratehiBpruderyrespect- 
iog  truth,  which  strained  at  gnats,  and  swallowed  camels } 

"  Though  morality  has  no  concern  with  the  extraor- 
dinary declaration  of  Doctor  Johnson's,  that  Anacreon's 
Dove,  of  which  Mrs.  Rozzi  gives  us  his  translation,  was 
not  only  the  first  thing  which  pleased  him  in  the  language 
in  which  Homer  wrote,  but  that  no  Greek  poetry  faaa 
pleased  him  so  well  since  ;*  yet  it  is  impossible  to  pass  it 
hy  without  expressing  new  astonishment  at  the  strange 
inconsistency  of  his  taste  and  judgment.  Indeed,  how 
can  we  cre£t,  from  the  nervous  mind  of  Johnson,  the 
reality  of  such  a  preference?  A  little  ode,  as  fiUI  of 
quaint  prettiness  and  elegant  conceits  as  the  modem  verses 
of  the  French  and  Italians,  and  which  contains  nothing 
more  than  prettiness,  preferred  by  the  author  of  the 
Rambler  to  the  sublime  pages  of  the  Iliad !         • 

"  Hio'  it  their  light  the  sabject  piuloni  itirt. 
And  open  all  the  paoM  of  tba  haut." 

Hatlbt  on  Epic  Poetry. 

"  Of  the  weakness  of  this  great  man's  mind  on  certain 
occasions,  as  well  as  of  its  inconsistence,  Mrs.  I^ozrf  in- 
forms us,  when  we  learn,  that  after  he  had  solemnly  ad- 
jured her  to  let  him  know  what  she  thought  of  his  situa- 
tion, he  grew  very  angry  that  she  did  not  natter  him  with 
the  false  idea  of  long-continued  life.  She  told  him,  "  that 
though  she  saw  no  present  danger,  bis  age  and  ill  health 
must  accelerate  the  arrival  of  an  hour  which  none  can 
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escape : " — and  he  told  her  in  return,  "  that  the  hand  of 
the  hangman  was  softer  than  the  Toice  of  such  friendship."* 

"  We  learn  also  from  this  lady,  that  few  held  parental 
authority  in  lower  estimation  than  did  Dr.  Johnson. 
Mighty  consistent  that  with  his  veneration  of  kings, 
whose  right  over  their  subjects  is  so  much  less  sacred ! 

^  Surely  Dr.  Johnson  had  infected  bis  fair  biographer 
with  a  deep  tinge  of  his  own  inconsistency ;  or  she  bad 
not  suffered  a  declaration,  which  seems  made  as  from 
herself,  that  no  one  was  so  careful  to  observe  the  ceremo- 
nies of  life,  immediately  to  precede  the  instance  she  gives 
of  his  returning  the  pobte  civilities  of  Mr.  Cholmondeley  t 
(a  man  of  family  and  fortune,  against  whom  there  is  no 
insinaation  of  his  having  conceived  any  previous  dislike) 
with  the  most  insolent  rudeness.  Does  she  not  exalt 
above  the  standard  of  human  virtue  a  being,  who,  she 
acknowledges,  rendered  every  body  about  him  perpetually 
alarmed  and  uncomfortable  ? — who  delighted  to  destroy 
the  self-esteem  of  almost  all  who  approached  him  by  the 
wounding  force  of  witty  and  bitter  sarcasm  ? — who  hated 
people  that  were  silent  before  him,  yet  generally  made 
those,  who  ventured  to  break  that  dlence,  repent  their 
temerity,  by  rude  retorts,  which  an  amiable  mind,  if  it 
could  repay  with  equal  severity,  would,  for  the  sake  of  the 
surrounding  company,  rather  suffer  than  imitate? — who 
knew  not  how  to  pity  the  yearnings  of  affection  which  bad 
lost  its  object;  or  allow  for  the  infirmities  of  slow  oppres- 
sive disease ;  maintaining  that  ill-health  generally  made  a 
man  a  scoundrel  ? — who  encouraged  the  pride  and  parade 
of  dress  and  equipage,  though  it  is  evident  that  the  indul- 
gence of  such  pompous  vanities  must  preclude  the  dona- 
tions of  generositv  and  charity,  or  plunge  people  in  the 
miaerv,  probably  the  guilt,  of  exceeding  the  proper  bounds 
of  their  fortune) — who  saw,  without  pain  or  scruple,  the 
comforts  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  life,  and  the  preservation  of  her 
health,  the  sacrifices  of  his  late  hours  and  irritable  temper  ? 
— ^who,  she  acknowledges,  was  t&T  from  being  an  active 
friend,  though  he  was  admirable  in  giving  counsel  (but  he 
it  be  remembered,  that  to  hear  himself  t^  was  the  chief  if 
not  the  sole  joy  of  his  existence),  and  would  not  stir  a 

*  Sec  Mn.  Pioni'i  Anccdotei,  p.  915,  and  Croker'*  edition  of  Boiwell'i 
JofaDKm,  V.  436. 

t  See  Boiwcll'l  renurki  on  thii  canTcrution  in  Croker'*  edUioD.  V.  2Se. 
Mr.  CbohDondcleT  died  in  Feb.  1831,  tgei  79. 
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finger  for  the  assistance  of  those  to  whom  he  was  Kadf 
enough  to  give  advice,  having  principles  of  laeineas,  asd 
being  indolent  by  rule  ? — in  whose  sight  hunger  and  death 
were  the  only  real  evils,  no  other  species  of  misery  bellig 
able  to  excite  his  activity,  or  obtain  his  compassion  ? — 
and  who,  finally,  as  all  the  world  knows,  though  she  it 
silent  upon  the  subject,  repaid  a  twenty  years'  series  of 
punful  endeavours  to  promote  his  comforts,  preserve  hti 
health,  and  sooth  his  irascibility,  by  an  absolute  renuncia- 
tion of  his  protectress,  and  by  tbe  most  ungrateftd  abase 
of  her  because  she  had  married  indiscreetly  ? 

"  If  it  is  possible  that  a  man  might  have  been  pr^-emi' 
nendy  excellent,  who  scarce  ever  conversed  without  vio- 
lating the  rule  of  doing  to  others  as  he  would  they  should 
do  unto  bim,  and  who  deliberately  scorned  to  take  that 
precept  as  the  rule  of  his  actions,  there  may  be  sanity  in 
the  declaration  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  '  goM  beyond  tht 
imitation  of  perishable  beings.* 

«  YoTlrs,  &c. 

"BsnVolio.*** 

"  Mb.  Urban,  April  it.  nee. 

"  No  man  has  less  inclination  to  controversy  thsn  t 
have,  particularly  with  a  lady.  But  as  in  my  '  Joumtl 
of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/  I  have  claimed,  and  am  con- 
sdous  of  being  entitled  to,  credit,  for  the  strictest  fidelity, 
my  respect  for  the  public  obliges  me  to  takb  notick  of  an 
insinuation  which  tends  to  impeach  it. 

"  Mrs.  PioKzi  (late  Mrs.  Thrale),  to  her  '  Anecdotes  of 
Dr.  Johnson,*  has  added  the  following  Fostacripti 

"  '  NaplM,  FdbrMiT  10,  ITS6. 

"  '  Since  the  foregoing  went  to  the  press,  having  seen  t 
passage  from  Mr.  Boswell's  "  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  in 
which  it  is  said,  that  I  could  not  get  through  Mrs.  Mon* 
tagu's  "  Essay  on  Shakspeare,"  I  do  not  delay  a  moment 
to  declare,  diat,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  alwkya  com- 
mended it  myself  and  heard  it  commended  by  every  one 
else;  and  few  things  would  give  me  more  concern  than  ts 
be  thought  incapable  of  tasting,  or  unwilling  to  testify  my 
opinion  of  its  excellence.' 

"  I  might,  perhaps,  with  propriety  have  waited  till  I 
should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  answering  this  Post* 

*  Aoiut  Scmr^. 
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script  in  ft  future  publication;  bat,  being  sensible  that 
impressions  once  insde  are  not  easily  efiaced,  I  think 
it  better  thus  early  to  ascertain  a  fact  which  seems  to  be 
denied. 

"  The  fact  reported  in  m  j  Journal,  to  which  Mrs.  Piozzi 
alludes,  is  stated  in  these  words,  p.  299 :  '  I  spoke  of 
Mrs.  Montagu's  very  high  praises  of  Qarrick.  Johtuon. 
**  Sir,  it  is  fit  she  should  say  so  mncfa,  and  I  should  say 
nothing.  Reynolds  is  fond  of  her  book,  and  I  wonder  at 
it;  for  neither  I,  nor  Beauclerk,  nor  Mrs.  Tlirale,  conld 
get  through  it."  * 

**  It  is  remarkable  that  this  Postscript  is  so  expressed, 
u  not  to  point  out  the  person  who  said  that  Mrs.  Thrale 
could  not  get  thiDUgh  Mrs.  Montagu's  book ;  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  necessary  to  remind  Mrs.  Rozzi,  that  the 
assertion  concerning  her  was  Dr.  Johnson's,  and  not  mine. 
The  second  observation  that  I  shall  make  on  this  Post- 
script is,  that  it  does  not  derty  the  fact  asserted,  though 
I  must  acknowledge,  from  the  praise  it  bestows  on  Mrs. 
Montagu's  book,  it  may  hare  been  designed  to  convey 
that  meaning. 

"  What  Mrs.  Thrale*s  opinion  is  or  was,  or  what  she 
may  or  may  not  have  said  to  Dr.  Johnson  concerning 
Mrs.  Montagu's  book,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  inquire. 
It  ifl  only  incumbent  on  me  to  ascertain  what  Dr.  John- 
son said  to  me.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  very 
short  statement  of  the  fact. 

"  The  unfaTOurable  opinion  of  Mrs.  Montagu's  book, 
which  ]3r,  Johnson  is  here  reported  to  have  given,  is 
known  to  have  been  that  which  he  uniformly  expressed, 
■s  mant  of  his  friends  well  remember.  So  much  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  paragraph,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
bis  own  sentiments.  The  words  containing  the  asser- 
tion, to  which  Mrs.  I^ozzi  objects,  are  printed  from  my 
manuscript  Journal,  and  were  ts^en  down  at  the  time. 
The  Jonmal  was  read  by  Dr.  Johnson,  who  pointed  out 
tome  inaccuracies,  which  I  corrected,  but  did  not  mention 
any  inaccuracy  in  the  paragraph  in  question :  and,  what' 
is  sdU  more  matenat,  and  very  flattering  to  me,  a  con- 
siderable part  of  my  Journal,  containing  this  paragraph, 
was  read  several  years  ago  by  Mrs.  Thrale  herself,  who 
had  it  for  some  time  in  her  possession,  and  returned 
it  to  me,  without  intimating  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  mis- 
taken her  sentimeDts. 

z  2 
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"  When  my  Journal  was  passing  through  the  press,  it 
occnrred  to  roe,  that  a  peculiar  delicacy  was  necessary  to 
be  obaerred  in  reporting  the  opinion  of  one  liteiair  Udy 
concerning  the  performance  of  another ;  and  I  had  such 
scruples  on  that  head,  that  in  the  proof  sheet  I  strack 
out  the  name  of  Mrs,  Thrale  from  the  paragraph  in  ques- 
tion, and  two  or  three  hundred  copies  of  my  book  were 
actually  printed  and  published  without  it ;  of  these  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds's  copy  happened  to  be  one.  But  while 
the  sheet  was  working  off,  a  friend,  for  whose  opinion  I 
have  great  respect,  suggested  that  1  had  no  right  to  de- 
prive Mrs.  Thrale  of  the  high  honour  which  Dr.  Johnson 
had  done  her,  by  stating  her  opinion  along  with  that  of 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  as  coinciding  with,  and,  as  it  were,  sanc- 
tioning his  own.  The  observation  appeared  to  me  so 
weighty  and  conclusive,  that  I  hastened  to  the  printing- 
house,  and,  as  a  piece  of  justice,  restored  Mrs.  Thrale  to 
that  place  from  which  a  too  scrupulous  delicacy  had 
excluded  her. 

"  On  this  simple  state  of  facts  I  shall  make  no  obser- 
vation whatever. 

"  Yours,  6tc. 

"  Jaurs  Boswbll." 


"Mr.  Urban,  j«ir7,i7B7. 

"  In  the  olden  time  it  was  customary  to  insert  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  now  and  then,  some  of  the  peri- 
dical  essays,  when  they  had  merit.  I  send  you,  for  that 
purpose,  OUa  Podrida,*  No.  13;  and  hope,  if  yon  can, 
you  will  give  it  a  place  this  month.  Many  very  unfair 
attacks  have  been  made  on  Dr.  Johnson's  character ;  and 
in  this  very  sensible  answer  to  them,  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  discover  the  pleasant  pen  of  the  Dean  of  Cantcr- 
bury.t  As  you  gave  a  place,  some  time  ago,  to  a 
malevolent  attack  on  Dr.  Johnson  that  came  from  a  lady, 
with  the  misapplied  ugnature  of  Benvoho,  you  owe  the 
insertion  of  this  paper  to  the  manes  of  our  friend. 

"  Yours,  &c.  A.  D." 

*  "  Tbi«  Ingeoioui  weekljt  prodvotloii  i«  now  pnblMhing  at  Oxford  ;  ■»! 
though  its  inCcnul  merit  ilmost  BuprrEedei  the  neceuttj  of  rccommenditioa, 
it  niHjr  not  be  impertinent  ta  point  out  to  oar  reidera  tbat  tbe  learned  and 
ingeaioui  author  (the  Rer.  T.  Muoro)  JH  couatenRQced  io  hl>  naderUkii^ 
hT  the  uiiitance  of  lomc  gf  the  brightest  oraamenta  of  .the  naJTenitf  ^ 
which  be  ia  himielf  a  valuable  and  reipectable  member.'' — Edit.  OcdL  Ma(. 
or  Mr.  Mauro,  aee  Literarj  Anecdote),  IX.  40,  77,  158, 

t  Dr.  Home,  alterwarda  Bitbop  of  Nonrich. 
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(Then  follows  No.  XIII.  of  OUa  Podrida,  for  which 
see  8to.  edition,  1788;  copied  also  into  Mr.  Croker*s 
edition  of  BofwelFs  Johnson,  vol.  V.  Appendix.] 


"Mb.  UbBAK,  Aug.  9,  1787. 

"  In  reply  to  the  letter  in  the  last  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine, which  precedes  the  extract  from  the  Olla  Podrida, 
No.  IS,  and  which  accuses  of  malerolence  and  misapplied 
B^nature  the  letters  signed  Benvolio,  in  your  publication 
for  February  and  April,  1786,  [see  pp.  S26,  333],  their 
author  desires  leave  to  observe  that,  whatever  had  been 
the  feolta  of  Dr.  Johnson,  they  had  slept  in  peace  for  the 
pen  that  wrote  those  strictures,  if  injustice  to  the  talents 
and  merit  of  as  great  and  less  faulty  beings  than  himself 
had  not  been  of  tiie  number — of  men,  whose  glory  was 
unclouded  till  Johnson  strove  to  darken  it.  The  judge 
who  condemns  a  criminal,  upon  the  clearest  proof  of  his 
goilt,  may  with  equal  truth  be  called  a  murderer,  as  those 
can  be  deemed  mdevolent,  who,  in  the  cause  of  the  injured 
pronounce  Dr.  Johnson  to  have  been  malignant,  since  the 
proofs  which  support  the  decision  are  so  numerous,  and 
are  before  the  world. 

"  I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  some  observations  upon 
the  spirited  and  ingenious  number  of  the  Olla  Podrida, 
which  follows  the  ^tter  in  question.  If,  indeed.  Dr. 
Johnson's  Diary  of  his  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  pub- 
lished at  his  own  request,  was  strictly  ingenuous,  it  will 
readily  be  acknowledged  that  few  amongst  the  best  of  us 
have  a  conscience  so  clear  firom  offence  towards  God  and 
towards  man ;  but  impartiahty  must  doubt  the  perfect 
nncwrity  of  this  Diary,  since  it  laments,  with  mnch  parade 
of  contrition,  a  slight  foible,  his  indolence,  as  if  he  wished 
the  world  to  believe  he  had  not  deeper  errors ;  while  it 
makes  no  acknowledgement,  implies  no  consciousness  of 
his  real  faults,  jealous  pride,  that  vaunteth  itself ;  irasci- 
bility easily  provoked ;  and  envy,  prone  to  speak  evil  of 
others. 

-  "  The  second  observation  in  the  Olla  Podrida  is  per- 
fecUy  just ;  thus,  that  Dr.  Johnson's  admirable  arguments 
in  &voar  of  rel^on  and  morality  are  not  weakened  by 
the  prooft  of  his  practical  errors ;  but  it  was  somewhat 
■nperfluoai  to  observe  that  'his  arguments  in  &vour  of 
sen-deouil  lose  no  force  becaate  he  fasted,  nor  those  in 


,..d:,i.  Google 


343  ILLUSTRATIONS   OV   LITEKATUBK. 

&vonr  of  devotion  because  he  raid  his  ^raypn  ;*  unce  it 
never  was,  nor  could  be,  disputed  that  ms  fasting  <uid  bis 
prayers  add  strength  to  his  pious  reasQuings,  trom.  tba 
proof  they  afford  tbat  be  bebeved  in  the  religion  he  in- 
culcated. It  is  to  be  lamented,  but  in  justice  to  others  it 
ought  to  be  known,  that  his  faith  did  not  produce  benevo- 
lence, without  which  no  man  can  be  amiable;  did  not 
produce  charity,  without  which  we  learn,  froii^  higher 
autbority  even  than  that  of  the  learned  author  of  this 
extract,  that  though  a  m&n  may  be  a  believer,  may  be  qo 
alms-eiver,  he  cannot  be  a  Christian. 

'*  Human  nature  is  frail ;  common  ^^(ies  most  inciTi- 
tably  preclude  perfection  to  the  lefst  faulty  profetaor  of 
Chnsttanity;  but  a  revihng  and  tyrannous  spirit  does 
more :  it  destroys  the  very  essence  of  that  reUgion  in  the 
disposition  which  harbours  it. 

"The  simile  of  the  Fine-apple  to  the  pharaoter  of  Dt. 
Johnson  is  ingenious,  and  would  be  just  if  tbe  tmcoutb- 
ness  of  his  form  and  his  inattention  to  the  rules  of  good- 
breeding  had  been  all  that  was  oflensive  about  him ;  but 
it  is  his  internal  bitterness,  not  his  external  roughness,  (^ 
which  the  generous  mind  is  indignant. 

"  The  remark  upon  the  transferrability  of  nominal  yUr 
perstition,  from  the  Protestant  up  to  the  Atheist,  is  striking 
and  eloquent,  and  is  also  true;  but  does  it  not  imply  tbat 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  superstition  ? — and  the  observa- 
tion is,  at  any  rate,  not  applicable  to  Dr.  Johnson.  His 
credulity  was  of  a  nature  that  the  orthodox  of  our  deri^y 
must  aUow  to  be  superstition,  viz.  his  prayers  for  the 
dead  :  the  taking  off  his  hat  in  token  of  reverence  when 
he  approached  the  places  on  which  Popish  churches  bad 
formerly  stood ;  his  defence,  recorded  by  Mi'  Boswell,  of 
his  belief  in  witchcraft,  as  existdng  in  these  later  timea, 
though  now  he  seemed  to  think  it  past  away;  and  his 
disposition  to  credit  that  Scottish  pretence  to  the  preterm 
natural  perception  of  future  events,  termed  Second  Sight. 

"  If  Johnson  walked  humbly  with  his  God,  he  did  not 
walk  obediently,  since  his  life  was  one  continued  disobe- 
dience to  the  humility  commanded  by  him  in  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  and  to  his  great  precept,  *  Do  unto  others,  as  ye 
would  they  should  do  unto  you.'  Ill  could  Johnson  have 
borne  the  insults  he  inflicted, 

"  A  few  words  to  the  charge  of  malevoleQce  brought 
against  the  writer^  who  expresses  generous  indjgnatioD  at 
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that  vice  in  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  this  age.  With 
the.  real  character  of  Dr.  Johnson's  first  patron  and 
bounteous  friend,  Mr,  TValmesley,  that  writer  is  perfectly 
acquainted.  It  is  a  noble  one.  lie  was  generous  and 
cbmtable.  Kis  praise,  as  well  as  his  bounty,  was  bberally 
and  unpartially  bestowed  upon  genius — his  praise  always, 
fais  bounty  where  it  was  wanted.  In  his  abhorrence  of 
Jacobitism  he  was  indiguantiy  fervent,  yet  he  loved 
Johnson  enough  to  endure  in  him  the  principles  he 
despised.  Dr.  Johnson  has  stigmatized  with  malevolence 
the  reputation  of  Mr.  Walmestey,  to  whom  his  obligations 
were  great,  'Hie  author  of  the  letters  signed  Benvolio 
had  neither  obligation  nor  enmity  to  Dr.  Johnson;  and' 
has  therefore  a  better  right  to  retort  the  charge  upon 
himself  than  he  had  to  bring  it  against  Mr,  Walmesley. 

"He,  who  has  denied  to  Prior  ease,  to  Hammond 
nature,  and  to  Qray  sublimity,  may,  without  malevolence, 
be  pronounced  unjust.  He,  who  bowed  before  the 
monastic  TestJges ;  who  inquired  with  solemn  earnestness 
about  the  evidences  of  second  sight ;  who  prayed  for  the 
dead ;  and  who  defended  a  creduUty  that  was  the  cause  of 
■bedding  muoh  guiltless  blood ;  may,  without  malevolence, 
b«  proRoODced  superstitious.  Of  him  who  has  calum- 
niated the  moral  and  rehgious  character  of  the  excellent, 
u  well  as  illustrious,  Milton  ;  who  has  bestowed  the  name 
of  scoundrel  upon  the  royal  protector  of  the  Protestant 
■eligion  s  and  who  has  tried  to  brand  the  whole  poetic 
ftsternity,  by  saTing  of  Watts  that  he  was  one  of  the  few 
poets  who  couta  look  forward  with  rational  hops  to  the 
meray  of  their  Qod  ;  of  him,  it  cannot  be  malevolent  to 
say  he  was  malignant. 

"  Respecting  a  misapplication  of  signature,  be  it  re- 
membered that  souls  are  of  no  sex,  and  their  effusions 
therefore  ipay,at  pleasure,  assume  a  masculine  or  feminine 
appellation. 

"  The  lover  of  benevolence  naturally  expr^ses  abhor- 
rence of  recorded  and  proved  malignity,  in  whatever 
depth  of  ability  it  is  intrenched,  by  whatever  blaze  of 
imagination  it  is  surrounded.  To  bear  testimony  against 
its  corrosives,  with  a  view  to  counteract  their  unjust 
influence  and  baleful  example,  cannot  render  misapplied 
the  ai^atnre  of 

"  Bbnvolio."* 
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Bobwell's  Life  op  Johnson. 

Jaly,  113t. 

On  the  first  publication  of  this  work  the  newspapers 
eagerlty  seized  on  portions  of  it.  Mr.  Boswell,  to  protect 
his  copyright,  drev  up  the  following  Apology,  to  be 
inserted  in  the  papers,  which  is  printed  from  his  &uto- 
grapb,  in  my  possession.  N. 

"  From  our  desire  to  furnish  interesting  entertainment 
to  our  readers,  we  inserted  Dr.  Johnson's  ConTersalion 
with  his  Majesty,  and  bis  celebrated  Letter  to  Lord 
Chesterfield,  which  we  extracted  from  Mr.  Boswell's  Life 
of  Johnson.  We  had  not  the  smallest  apprehension  that 
we  were  invading  literary  property,  which  we  hold  sacred. 
But  it  seems  those  two  valuable  articles  were  entered  in 
Stationers'  Hall  as  separate publicatUmt,  which  was  adver- 
tised in  some  of  the  newspapers ;  but  the  advertisements 
escaped  ua.  We  are  very  sorry  for  the  mistake;  but  Mr. 
Boswell  is  too  candid  to  take  any  advantage,  and  upon 
our  assuring  him  of  the  fact,  has  declared  he  will  not 
prosecute." 

"  The  above  was  written  in  Dilly^s  shop,  and  was  the 
cause  of  my  writing  *  Lesson  in  Biogr^hy;  or.  How  to 
write  the  Life  of  one's  Friend.'* 

"  This  Imitation  I  printed  in  the  Mormog  Henld  in 
July  1791.  When  Boswell  discovered  I  had  written  i^ 
he  often  took  an  opportunity  in  my  company  to-  praise  it^ 
and  had  once  an  intention  to  have  reprinted  it  in  his 
octavo  edition,  but  was  dissuaded.  To  all  appearance  be 
took  it,  as  it  was  meant,  in  good  part,  and  was  certunly 
ever  after  very  friendly  to  me.  A.  CHALiiBB8."t 

"  Boswell  appears  to  have  taken  die  advice  given  by 
Mr.  (commonly  called  Dr.)  Byrom,  in  '  A  Hmt  to  s 
Young  Person'  (Poems,  vol.  i.  p,  90). 
" '  Id  conTcraBtiOD,  wheo  yon  meet 
With  penon*  cheerful  sod  dieereM. 
Th^  ipeak  or  quote,  in  Ptom  or  Rhyns, 
Thiuga,  or  facetioui  or  mblime, 
Obierve  wlut  puwt,  and  iiaon, 
When  yon  coma  home  think  tiiernqrao  ; 
Write  what  ocean,  torpA  it  not ; 
A  good  thing  iiid  '■  ■  good  thing  got.' 

A.  CsAUfXaa.*'! 


,..d:,i.  Google 


DB.  JOHNSON.  346 

"  Mr.  Urban,  October  13, 1733. 

"  I  have  very  recently  seen  a  pamphlet,  intituled, '  The 

Srincipal  Corrections  and  Additions  to  the  First  Edition  of 
In  Boawell's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson.'  It  surprised  me 
to  see  my  name  very  impolitely  introduced  on  the  first 
page.  When  Mr.  Boswell  was  collecting  materials  for  his 
work,  he  desired  me  to  ^ve  him  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power.  I  made  every  effort  I  conld  to  oblige  him  ;  and, 
thoufh  the  anecdotes  ne  had  from  me  were  not  numerous, 
yet  I  covered  several  sheets  of  paper  on  the  subject  for 
bis  use. 

"From  infancy  I  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  my 
mother  repeat  Dr.  Johnson's  '  Verses  on  receiving  a  Sprig 
of  Myrtle  from  a  Lady.'*  She  uniformly  said  uey  were 
written  by  him  when  a  school-boy,  and  addressed  to 
LuCT  Porter,  the  first  object  of  his  early  love,  and  whose 
moUier  he  afterwards  married.  Considered  as  a  very 
juvenile  composition,  they  are  curiously  elegant,  but  can 
add  nothing  to  Johnson's  fame  if  believed  to  have  been 
written  in  maturer  Ufe. 

"  All  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter's  acquaintance  in  lichfield, 
where  she  hved  during  a  period  of  forty  years,  knew  her 
to  be  a  plain  honest  character,  free  from  vanity,  falsehood, 
and  affectation.  Of  Dr.  Johnson's  esteem  for  her,  his 
letters  bear  frequent  testimony.  I  have  repeatedly  heard 
ber  say,  that  the  first  verses  she  ever  knew  that  he  wrote, 
after  those  on  the  Duck,t  were  lines  addressed  to  herself, 
*  when  he  was  a  lad,'  on  her  having  given  him  some 
myrtle.  She  used  then  to  repeat  the  verses  in  question.  The 
bet,  therefore,  that  they  were  originally  written  for  her, 
appears  to  me,  on  this  concurrent  testimony,  indubitable. 
"  It  ia  very  likely,  however,  that  Mr.  Hector  might 
recore  myrtle  ^m  a  lady  in  Dr.  Johnson's  company, 
and  apply  to  him  for  verses  on  the  occasion,  and  that  his 
poetic  friend,  knowing  these  juvenile  stanzas  were  not  in 
print,  and  very  applicable,  might  give  them  to  Mr.  Hec- 
tor, without  thinking  it  necessary  to  declare  their  previous 
ex^nce.  Truth  was  neither  directly,  nor  materially, 
violated  by  the  suppression  of  that  circumstance. 

"  Repeating  them  to  Mrs.  I^ozzi,  it  would  be  naturally 
more  agreealue  to  his  feelings  to  mention  them  as  having 
been  given  to  Mr.  Hector,  rather  than  as  a  testimony  of 
smorouB  afifection  to  a  girl,  whose  mother  he  afterwarda 

•  Seepp.  U7,  US,  »1,  3«1.  f  Sw  pp.  «6,.3U. 
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married.  This  was  a  very  alight  antmth,  indesd)  cesipued 
with  the  unquestionably  conscious  falsehood  of  his 
assertion,  that  '  Buchanan  was  the  only  man  of  genius 
which  his  country,  Scotland !  had  ever  produced.  See 
Corrections  and  Additions,  p.  29.  It  astonishes  me,  ihat 
the  recorded  frequency  of  similar  false  assertioni  vom  the 
lip  of  Dr.  Johnson  should  not  convince  all  who  read  hini) 
that  his  veracity  was  of  that  apecies  which,  Btftuniiig  at 
gnats,  swallows  camels. 

"  Had  I  been,  which  I  aqi  not,  capable  of  avening  a 
conscious  falsehood,  there  could,  in  this  instance,  be  no 
inducing  mptive  of  vanity  or  interest.  It  must  be  per- 
fectly indifferent  to  me  whether  Johnson's  Verses  on  f, 
Myrtle-sprig  were  addressed  to  Lucy  Porter,  or  written 
for  Mr.  Hector.  I  spoke  simply  and  sincerely  what  had 
been  told  me  hy  mT  n^other,  and  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter, 
When  Mr.  Boswell  informed  the  public,  in  his  late  aup-: 
plementary  pamphlet,  of  Mr.  Hector's  declaration,  he 
ought,  in  justice  as  well  as  in  common  politeness,  ainpe 
he  mentioned  my  testimony,  to  have  qtated  the  reasons  I 
gave  him  for  that  different  evidence,  i/lt-  Urban  will 
oblige  me  by  giving  this  letter  a  place  in  hia  n^xt  Ma^ft-. 
zine. 

"  I  remain  his  friend  and  servant, 

"A.  Sawi^sn.*' 

"  Mr.  Ubban,  p™t  EortUod  Stnrt,  Not.  16,  ITM- 

"  Miss  Anna  Seward,  in  a  tetter  in  your  laat  Magiinne, 
p.  875,  seems  to  apprehend  that  I  havfi  not  (xeated  hfi 
well  in  the  firqt  page  of  what  she  denominates  a  pwnphlet} 
intitled,  '  The  principal  Corrections  ancj  Additions  to  the 
I^rst  Edition  of  Mr-  Boswell's  Life  of  pir.  Johnson.*  As 
I  should  be  sorry  to  be  thought  deficei^t  in  poIiteaeUf 
much  more  in  justice,  to  any  person,  but  pwrtunilarly  to 
a  fair  lady,  I  think  it  necessary  to  answflr  a  chai^  toq 
hastily  brought  agunst  me. 

"  This  lady,  as  she  herself  has  stated,  did  indo^  pover 
several  sheets  of  paper  with  the  few  anecdotes  conccoiiut 
Dr.  Johnson,  which  she  did  me  the  honour  (o  cpmmuni- 
cate  to  mp.  They  were,  however,  not  only  pqetioilly 
luxuriant,  but,  J  could  easily  perceive,  were  tincti^red 
vith  a  strong  pr^udice  against  the  person  to  ^hpm  th» 
related.  It  therefore  became  me  to  esamine  th$m  vnk 
much  caution.  One  of  them,  the  idle  and  utterly  impro- 
bable staryoftuf  mailing  versw  on  a  Ouc^  inhm  he  wm 


,..d:,i.  Google 


DB,  jgpMBON.  347 

but  three  ye^rs  dd,  Thich  goqd  Mrs.  Lucv  Porter  bad, 
uaqog  others,  credulously  related,  he  himself  had  enabled 
me  i^nquestioaably  to  refute;  notwithatanding  which. 
Miss  Seward  adheres  to  her  original  tale,  and,  in  the 
letter  now  under  consideration,  still  refers  to  them  as  his 
oouf position.  Another  story  which  she  sent  me  was  a 
very  extraordinary  fact,  sud  to  have  been  mentioned  in  a 
coQTersation  between  his  mother  and  him,  on  the  subject 
of  his  marrying  Mrs.  Porter,  which  appeared  to  me  so 
strapge  as  to  require  confirmation.  Miss  Seward  having 
qnot^,  as  l^er  authority  for  it,  a  respectable  lady  of  Litch- 
field, I  wrote  to  that  la^y,  without  mentionuiz  the  name 
pf  l^e  pprfon  &om  whom  the  report  was  derived,  in- 
quiring only  as  to  the  authenticity  of  it.  The  lady  in- 
iQfmed  me  that  she  had  nerer  heard  of  the  fact  alluded 
to. — As  my  book  was  to  be  a  real  history,  and  not  a 
novel)  it  was  necessary  to  suppress  all  erroneous  parti- 
culars, however  entertaining.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to 
redocf!,  into  a  very  narrow  compass  indeed,  what  Miss' 
Seward's  fluent  pen  had  expanded  over  many  sheets.  The 
account,  however,  which  she  gave,  in  contradiction  to  that 
of  Mrs.  Koszi,  of  the  circumstance  attending  Johnson's 
writing  his  beautiful  '  Verses  to  a  Lady  on  receiving 
from  her  a  Spris  of  Myrtle,'  seemed  so  plausible,  that  I 
witJi  confidence  inserted  it  in  the  first  edition  of  my  book; 
nor  had  I  any  doubt  of  it  till  Mr,  Hector  spontaneously 
assured  me,  by  letter,  that  the  fact  was  as  Mrs.  Piozzi  has 
represented  it.*  Having  received  this  decisive  evidence, 
it  Mcune  my  duty  to  correct,  in  my  second  edition,  the 
erroneous  account  which  I  had  been  induced  to  give  in 
iny  first;  and,  of  course,  to  introduce  that  correction  into 
the  supplepieDtal  pages  to  my  quarto  edition,  which  I 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  publish  separately,  and 
in  the  same  form,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  wbq 
were  possessed  of  ibat  edition, 
"  Miss  Seward  says  that,  '  I  ought  in  justice,  as  well  a^ 

*  "Thevenca  >Ucli  occuioned  this  diBcuiigloa  hinng  btan  printed  intlw 
Qwfliiwii'i  MagulDe,  val.  itii.  p.  SOS,  (where  (br/tort  rewl  fl9P*»)i  *•  Hr. 
BuiCHDd'ii  mi  bcTlng  not  onfrequeatlT  been  ucribed  to  Mr.  Derrick,  Dr. 
Jotmwo  WM  *sked,  bj  (he  writer  of  (bis  no(e,  wbilat  Hammond's  poenu 
were  in  the  preu,  If  be  knew  tbe  real  autbor.  Hi*  repl^,  wUch  has  ureadT 
^>peere<l  in  vol.  Ixl.  p.  3S6,  being  abort,  ia  here  repcEited : — 

"  '  1  rrote  tlicm.  Sir,  more  thui  fortj  jeara  a(o,  when  I  wu  at  Birming- 
^am,  at  tbe  raqaeat  of  a  friend ;  wbo,  bariu  frequently  tetied  me  for  the 
Veraea,  I  irent  one  day  up  iteirt,  as  if  to  fetch  tbem,  and  wrote  tbam  in  tbe 
abort  ipM«  of  time  it  required  to  ban  actnaUf  done  lo.'       "  J.  NtcHQi-s.'' 
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common  politeness,  since  I  mentioned  her  testimony,  to 
have  stated  the  reasons  she  gave  for  that  different  eridence.' 
Now,  sir,  this  I  have  done.  In  the  first  edition  those 
reasons  are  fully  stated.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the 
Corrections  and  Additions,  which  are  not,  as  she  imaf^nea, 
a  distinct  pamphlet,  but  snpplemental  to  that  edition,  and 
to  be  taken  along  with  it,  should  contain  a  repetition  of 
the  grounds  of  her  testimony.  It  was  enough  that  the 
refutation  of  them  was  there  exhibited.  But,  in  the  second 
edition  itself,  after  re-stating  those  grounds  in  her  own 
words,  I  let  my  fair  antagonist  down  as  softly  as  might 
be,  thus : — 

"  '  Such  was  this  lady's  statement,  which  I  stake  no 
doubt  she  supposed  to  be  correct ;  but  it  shews  bow  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  trust  too  impliutly  to  traditional  testimony 
and  ingenious  inference ;  for  Mr.  Hector  has  lately  aa- 
suTfid  me,  that  Mrs.  Piozzi's  account  is,  in  this  iastaac^ 
accurate.' 

"  The  merit  of  the  verses  in  question  will  not  be  les- 
sened by  Miss  Seward's  attempt  to  depreciate  them,  as  if 
good  enough  only  for  a  school-boy.  They  have  been 
long  and  universally  admired,  lliey  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  require  no  defence.  But  I  cannot  help  ob- 
serving that  it  is  an  aukward  tale,  that  they  were  written 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  own  person,  to  Lucy  Porter,  whose 
mother  be  afterwards  married.  Conjecture  must  at  once 
yield  where  fact  appears,  and  that  we  have  from  Mr. 
Hector.  He  also,  in  referring  to  the  time  when  they  were 
written  and  given  to  him,  says,  •  Lucy  Porter  waa  then 
only  a  girl.'  Miss  Seward  would  fain  have  us  suppose, 
that  Dr.  Johnson  had  first  written  them  to  Lui^  Porter ; 
and  afterwards,  on  being  applied  to  by  Mr.  Hector  fbr 
verses  on  receiving  myrtle  from  a  lady,  might  give  them 
to  Mr.  Hector,  without  thinking  it  necessary  to  dedare 
their  previous  existence.  But,  u  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  was 
accurate  in  her  recollection  of  (heir  being  presented  to  her 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  Miss  Seward's  chronology  reversed  la 
much  more  natund  and  probable.  Dr.  Johnson  might  have 
written  them  for  Mr.  Hector  when  Lucy  Porter  waa  only 
a  girl ;  and,  when  she  was  grown  up,  might  have,  with  a 
pleasant  economy,  made  them  serve  a  second  time  for  a 
compliment  to  her.  That  they  were  written  for  Mr. 
Hector,  however,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  proved; 
and  it  has  been  proved. 
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.  "  Miss  Seward  surely  bad  no  occasion  to  say  one  word 
to  guard  against  her  being  suspected  of  '  averring  a  con- 
sdoas  falsehood.'  No  such  suspicion  was  ever  insinuated. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  indifferent  to  her  whether  Dr.  John- 
son's verses  were  addressed  to  Lucy  Porter,  or  written 
for  Mr.  Hector ;  therefore,  when  she  made  her  statement 
of  the  case,  she  hod  no  motave  of  vanity  or  interest.  Now 
it  may,  perhaps,  not  be  indifferent,  because  she  seems  ex- 
ceedingly zesIouB  that  her  statement  should  be  thought 
right.  But  there  is  no  question  either  as  to  conscious 
falsehood  or  conscious  truth.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of 
ailment  upon  evidence ;  and,  I  think,  a  very  plun  one. 
"  I  hope  then,  Mr.  Urban,  the  fair  lady  will  be  con- 
Tinoed  utat  I  have  neither  been  impolite  nor  unjust  to 
her.  But,  from  the  veneration  and  affection  which  I 
entertain  for  the  character  of  my  illustrious  ftiend,  I  can- 
not be  satisfied  without  expressing  my  indignation  at  the 
malevolence  with  which  she  has  presumed  to  attack  that 
great  and  good  man.  In  the  present  letter  she  seriously 
accuses  him  of  '  conscious  falsehood,'  in  an  '  assertion' 
that  '  Buchanan  was  the  only  man  of  genius  which  his 
country  had  ever  produced.'  From  the  frequency  of 
what  •he  calls  'simiUr  false  assertions,'  she  concludes 
that  '  his  veracity  was  of  that  species  which,  straining  at 
mats,  swallows  camels.'  Miss  Seward  does  not  perceive 
that  such  sallies  as  those  which  are  recorded  to  shew  Dr. 
Johnson's  wonderful  dexterity  in  retort,  are  not  asser- 
tions in  the  sense  which  concerns  truth  or  falsehood; 
they  are  evidently  ardentia  verba  (glowing  words — I  ask 
her  pardon  for  quoting  a  Latin  phrase)  uttered  in  witty 
contest.  They  are  not  even  expressive  of  his  opinion ; 
but,  if  they  could  be  supposed  to  convey  his  real  opinion, 
Bdll  they  would  have  no  concern  with  his  veracity.  When 
he  did  give  his  honest  judgment  on  the  merits  of  certain 
poets,  where  he  differed  from  a  shoal  of  small  criticks,  and, 
in  a  few  instances,  was  thought  by  men  of  a  superior 
rank  in  taste  to  be  in  tlie  wrong,  he  might  be  charged 
with  error ;  but  it  is  from  a  defect  in  the  reasoning 
faculty  when,  in  such  instances,  he  is  charged  with  false- 
hood or  envy.  Dr.  Johnson's  strict,  nice,  and  scrupulous 
regard  to  truth  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  circum- 
stances in  his  character,  and  was  often  mentioned  as  such 
by  his  friends,  particularly  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  False- 
bood,  therefore,  was  at  the  utmost  distance  from  him ; 
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and  his  transcendant  abilities  and  acquiremenbi,  his  ex- 
tensive and  increasing  feme,  set  him  far  above  envy.  Miss 
Seward  does  not  know  that  her  injurious  reflection  refutes 
itself;  but  her  eagerly  making  it,  however  weak  and  in- 
e^ctual  it  may  be,  fully  discovers  ber  Intention. 

"So  far  from  having  any  hostile  disposition  towarda 
^is  lady,  I  have,  in  my  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  spoken  of 
her  in  as  handsome  terms  as  I  could ;  I  have  quoted  a 
compliment  paid  by  him  to  one  of  her  poetical  piefws; 
and  I  have  withheld  hia  opinion  of  berself,  thinking  that 
tihe  might  not  like  it.  I  am  afrud  it  has  reached  ber  by 
Botne  other  means;  and  thus  we  may  account  for  variooi 
attacks  by  her  on  her  venerable  townsman  flince  his 
decease,  even  in  your  Magazine,  where  I  have  been  sorrt 
to  see  them,  some  avowed  and  with  her  own  name,  and 
others,  as  1  believe,  in  various  forms,  and  under  several 
signatures.*  What  are  we  to  tbink  of  the  scraps  of 
letters  between  her  and  Mr,  Hayley,t  impotentiy  attempt- 
ing to  undermine  the  noble  pedestal  on  whieh  the  pubUc 
opinion  has  placed  Dr.  Johnson }  But  it  is  unnecessary  to 
take  up  any  part  of  your  valuable  miscellany  in  exposing 
the  little  arts  which  have  been  employed  by  a  cabal  raf 
minor  poets  and  poetesses,  who  are  sadly  mortified  that 
Dr.  Johnson,  by  bis  powerful  sentence,  assigned  (bat 
proper  station  to  writers  of  this  description. 

"  Jambs  BorwBLL." 


"  Mr.  Urban,  Lichflda,  Dec  U,  17M. 

"The  letter  from  Mr.  BosweU,  in  your  last  numtier, 
p.  1009,  is  too  invidious  not  to  require  some  comments  j 
which  yon  will  do  me  the  justice  to  insert. 

*'  In  those  Johnsonian  narratives,  which  he  requested 
and  obtained  for  me,  I  neither  invented  nor  embellished 
anything ;  or  felt  or  expressed  resentment  that  he  sup- 
pressed some  of  them,  though  conscious  that  they  all 

'  "  Ur.  Boiwell  lunng  here  particuUrly  referred  to  letlen  under  the 
■igiutare  of  Benvolio,  lol.  Ivi.  pp.  1!5,  302,  uid  vol.  Irii.  p.  684 ;  it  be- 
comei  onr  dutj  ta  decltre.  that  bis  conjecture  ii  totally  gronnilles*  ;  md  wc 
bops  that,  on  tfal*  occiulaD,  Btntolia  will  coadeacend  to  uunadi." — Boir. 
The  Editor  wai  totUl;  wrong,  ai  Mill  Seward  ackcowledfea  them  in  hn 
next  letter.   See  p.  35S. 

f  "  Whatever  Mr.  B.  may  think  of  tbete  aerapi  (and  hit  mode  of  eapiaa 
rion  coDTer*  a  eertiin  degree  of  iBitnnatJon},  ic  wonld  ba  injaatiiwi  ta 


writer  of  them  if  «e  did  not  requeit  the  corretpondent  who  cmninBDicatad 
tbnn  (whom  wemllydonot  know)  to diidoie UmMlf.'* — Eon.  Seep.SSS. 
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conrey  as  strong  internal  evidence  of  their  Terity^  from 
cfaBracteristic  turn  of  expression,  as  any  tiiat  can  b«  found 
In  his  interesting  memoirs  of  that  TOnderfui  man.  If 
Mr.  Botwell  has  preserved*  my  letters  to  him  on  that 
stihiect,  I  desire  he  will  send  them  to  you,  and  that  yOu 
irill  allow  them  a  place  in  this  Repository :  so  shall  the 
public  judge  whether  they  deserve  the  contempt  with 
Which  he  mentions  them  in  your  last  namber.  Very  dif- 
ferent indeed  were  his  acknowledgements  to  me  at  the 
time  they  were  received. 

"  Before  I  had  seen  Mr.  Boswell's  Supplementary 
Notes,  several  of  my  friends  expressed  indignation  at 
what  they  termed  the  ungrateful  rudeness  lyith  *hich  I 
atn  introduced  on  the  first  page.  It  appeared  necessary  to 
state  my  reasons  for  believing  that  the  Myrtle-verses  were 
ori^nally  addressed  to  Lucy  Porter.  That  statement 
breathes  no  reflection  upon  Mr.  Boswell,  farther  than 
Bterely  pronouncing  the  aentence  in  question  impolite. 
If  nujuatly,  being  before  the  public,  it  justifies  itself 
against  my  charge.  Instead  of  kindly  alleging  that  he 
meant  me  no  disrespect,  he  publishes  that  infinitely  tnore 
unfriendly  letter  in  your  last  Magazine, 

*'  I  stiU,  and  always  shall,  retain  my  conviction  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  those  '  Lines  on  receiving  Myrtle  from 
a  Lady/  I  have  too  great  respect  for  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter's^ 
and  for  my  mother's,  long  and  unvarying  testimony,  to 
t«signit. 

"  Since,  as  Mr.  Boswell  allows.  Dr.  Johnson  found 
wi^  and  the  desife  of  victory  in  ailment,  irresistible 
temptations  to  assert  such  falsehoods  as  that  '  Buchanan 
was  the  only  man  of  genius  Scotland  has  produced;' 
as  that  '  Garrick  did  not  make  Shakspeare  better  known  ;* 
there  is  little  reason  to  think  he  would  scruple  the  im- 
material misrepresentation  which  assigned  to  those  pretty 
stanzas  an  origin  more  ^eeable  to  his  feelings.  Had 
he  never  uttered  a  more  injurious  untruth,  it  had  been 
well  for  many  great  and  good  characters,  whose  fame 
his  tmjastice  has  darkened. 

"  with  what  reason  I  am  accused  of  depreciating  those 
nllant  Stanzas  on  the  Myrtle  Sprig,  my  letter  in  the 
October  M8gazine,t  p.  875,  evinces.  Considered  as  the 
flomposition  of  youu,  even  the  youth  of  Johnson,  it 
'dttma  them  curiously  elegant — but>  since  he  has  written 

*  Mr.  boiwdl  iftenrirdi  un  h»  hid  burnt  tkem.    See  p.  3£7. 
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poetry  very  superior  to  them,  it  is  demonstrable  that,  as 
the  produce  of  maturer  life,  they  add  nothing  to  his  fame. 

"I  yet  believe  the  neitheridle  nor  improbable  tale  of 
the  innuit  Johnson  having  lisped  four  doggerel  rhymes  on 
the  Death  of  a  Duck,  because  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  said  Dr. 
Johnson's  mother  told  her  the  drcumstance ;  because  it 
is  more  hkely  he  should  hage  forgotten  what  he  siud  at 
three  years  old,  than  that  ^ther  of  those  good  vomen 
should  invent  a  Msehood. 

"  The  conversation  which  young  Johnson  is  reported  to 
have  held  with  his  mother,  when  he  asked  her  consent  to 
marry  the  widow  Porter,  and  which  formed  one  of  the 
anecdotes  I  sent  to  Mr.  Boswell,  and  which  he  suppressed, 
I  have  heard  frequently  and  generally  mentioned  and 
credited  here.  I  forget  whether  or  not  I  quoted  to  him 
any  particular  authority  for  that  memoir;  yet,  to  the  beat 
of  my  remembrance,  I  heard  it  first  from  the  late  Mrs. 
Cobb,*  of  tliis  place.  If  I  were  asked  who  told  me  that 
Jolpison  said  of  Chesterfield,t  '  He  is  a  wit  among  lords, 
and  a  lord  among  wits,'  I  should  find  it  difBcult  to  apetafy 
an  individual  from  the  numbers  whom  I  have  heard  repeal 
the  sarcasm.  Neither  can  I  now  with  certainty  in  this  in- 
stance }  but  1  never  doubted  the  reahty  of  either  story, 
because  there  is  the  Johnsonian  spirit  in  both. 

"  Dr.  Johnson's  frequently-espressed  contempt  for  Mrs. 
Thrale  on  account  of  that  want  of  veracity  which  he  im- 
putes to  her,  at  feast  as  Mr.  Boswell  has  recorded,  either 
convicts  him  of  narrating  what  Johnson  never  said,  or 
Johnson  himself  of  that  insincerity  of  which  there  are 
too  manv  instances,  amidst  all  the  recorded  proofs  of  hia' 
unprovoked  personal  rudeness,  to  those  with  whom  he 
conversed ;  for,  this  repeated  contempt  was  coeval  with  his 
published  letters,  which  express  such  high  and  perfect 
esteem  for  that  lady,  which  declare  that  '  to  hear  her  was 
to  hear  Wisdom,  that  to  see  her  was  to  see  Virtue.' 

"  It  has  been  mv  lot  to  contend  equally  with  Dr.  John- 
son's enemies  and  with  his  worshippers.  Against  the 
prejudice  or  envy  of  those  who  call  his  admirable  style 
florid,  turgid,  stin,  and  pedantic,  I  have  ever  maintained 
that  he  is  the  finest  prose-writer  in  our  language ;  and, 
against  the  indiscriminate  blazon  of  those  who  pronounce 
him  equally  good  as  great,  I  have  protested  from  ingenuous 
indignation  at  his  injustice  to  others.  After  the  imiliiiii^t 
of  that  injustice  so  lavishly  recorded  by  his  biographers,  it 
r,  p.  399,  t  Sm  hensfter,  p.  US, 
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is  ridiculous  to  hear  Mr.  Boswell  asaert  that  his  glorious 
talents,  and  the;  were  glorious,  set  him  above  the  mean 
jealousy  which  suffers  '  no  brother  to  approach  the  throne.' 

"  I  smile  at  Mr.  Boswell's  word  '  presume,'  as  if  it  was 
more  presumptuous  to  speak  of  Dr.  Johnson  as  he  was, 
than  of  the  illustrious  Lord  Bacon,  whom  Pope  pro- 
nounces 

'He  wiiett,  grttlett,  meineit.  of  nunkind.' 
If  meanness  was  found  amidst  the  splendour  of  Bacon's 
talents,  so  were  arrogance,  inconsistence,  and  detraction, 
•midst  the  magnitude  of  Johnson's. 

"  Mr,  Boswell  would  have  us  believe,  that  &lse  asser- 
tions are  not  to  be  considered  as  untruths,  when  they  are 
gilded  by  wit :  but  a  good  heart  scorns  unjust  deprecia- 
tioa  from  the  lip,  or  ttie  pen,  of  a  Johnson,  as  from  those 
of  the  most  ordinary  capacity ;  nay,  more ;  because  it  is 
more  injurious  to  its  object. 

'  I  have  a  better  right  to  protest  against  the  malignity 
'   ■  "    '     '  '  ar.  Job  .   ^  -    - 


of  my  intellectual  superior,  Johnson,  upon  recorded  (acts, 
than  he  had  to  degrade,  upon  vague  conjecture,  the  mora- 
lity and  piety  of  his  superior,  Muton.     With  malevolence 


saying,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  p.  143,  *  Such  was  his  ma- 
lignance, that  hell  grew  darker  at  his  frown.' 

"  Those  with  whom  I  have  conversed  were  too  polite, 
or  too  good-natured,  to  inform  me  of  one  of  those  many 
things  which,  I  doubt  not,  he  has  said  to  my  disadvantage. 
It  cannot  be  pleasant  to  any  person  to  know  that  they 
must  go  down  to  posterity  with  the  arrows  of  bis  detrac- 
tion sticking  about  them.  It  is,  however,  the  lot  of  many 
of  my  superiors,  both  in  merit  and  talents,  through  Mr. 
Boswell's  rage  of  communication  ;  which  the  politeness 
and  benevolence  I  once,  end  long,  believed  inherent  in 
his  mind,  ought,  in  several  instances,  to  have  restrained. 
When  they  operated  in  my  favour  I  was  obliged  to  him ; 
but  what  he  ungenerously  says  on  that  subject,  in  his 
late  letter  to  you,  entirely  cancels  that  obligation,  and  pro- 
claims him  the  foe  of  her  whom  he  has  so  often  cidled 
friend. 

"  In  the  presence  of  Dr.  Johnson  I  have  too  often  pre- 
sumed to  vindicate  the  claims  of  others,  whom  he  was 
unjustly  degrading,  to  worth  and  genius,  to  escape  his 
hatred ;  but  I  disdained  to  purchase  a  chance  of  exemp- 
tion, as  I  saw  others  do,  by  mean  silence,  or  sycophant 
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acquiescence.  He  onoe  sud  rnde  things  to  me  on  the 
■olfl  provocation  of  praising  the  lyric  poetry  of  Gray  and 
Maaon ;  but  I  maintained  ita  claim  to  pre-eminenoe, 
unawed  by  his  despotism. 

"  The  quarrel  of  people  of  genius  and  taate  with  Dr. 
Johnson's  critical  decisions  is  not,  as  Mr.  Boswell  saya  it 
ia,  because  they  assign  their  proper  station  to  the  minor 
poets,  but  because  they  depreciate  excellence  and  exalt 
mediocrity ;  because,  while  they  beato7  praise  upon  the 
moderate  poems  of  Savage,  Watts,  and  Yalden,  and  even 
upon  the  vapid  fustian  of  Blackmore,  they  shed  oontempt 
upon  the  exquisite  oompositiona  of  Prior,  Collinn,  Gray, 
and  Akenaide ;  because  they  pronounce  the  Paradise  Lcwt 
'  one  of  those  books  which  the  reader  admires,  and  lays 
down,  and  forgets  to  take  up  again.'  See  Milton'a  Life, 
p.  249. 

"  I  am  sure  I  have  read,  either  in  Dr.  Johnson's  works, 
or  in  the  records  of  his  biographers,  the  assertion  that 
'  Watts  was  one  of  the  few  poets  who  oould  look  forward 
with  rational  hope  to  the  mercy  of  their  Ood.'  A  more 
premtmptaous,  a  baser,  stigma,  never  fell  &om  human  lip 
or  pen.* 

"  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  distinguished  poetic  talents, 
which  Johnson's  Rasselas  styles  the  highest  effort  of 
human  intellect,  should  ever  exist,  and  they  hare  very 
rarely  existed,  in  vi<nons  minds ;  but  those  minds  would 
hare  been  more  vicious  without  them,  since  the  time  spent 
in  their  culture  would,  it  is  more  than  probable,  have  been 
passed  in  sensual  pursuits ;  and  who  does  not  know  that 
depravity  grows  darker  by  every  added  vice  ?  Mark  how 
Johnson's  own  pen  confutes  his  slander  in  a  passage,  the 
doquent  beauty  of  which,  if  ever  equalled,  has  never  been 
excelled.  It  is  in  his  '  Journey  to  the  Western  Isles,'  and 
in  the  description  of  Icolmkill,  to  which  he  gives  the  more 
harmonious  Latin  name  lona  ?  '  Whatever  withdraws  us 
from  the  power  of  the  senses,  whatever  makes  the  past, 
the  distant,  or  the  future,  predominate  over  the  present, 
exalts  us  in  the  scale  of  rational  beings.' 

"  That  the  culture  of  the  poetic  science,  as  of  every  other, 
does  withdraw  us  from  the  power  of  the  senses,  does  make 
the  past^  the  distant,  and  the  future,  predominate  over  the 
present,  is  certain.  It  is  therefore  impossible  that  its 
professors  can,  in  general,  deserve  this  daring,  this  nn- 
*  See  p.  8S9. 
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christian-like  stigma.  They  are  his  blind  idolaters  who 
perceive  not  in  its  bitterness  the  disappointed  ambition, 
and,  consequently,  enviotiB  spleen,  of  Johnson,  who  first 
appeared  before  the  world  in  the  character  of  a  poet,  and 
who,  in  that  line  of  writing,  though  some  of  his  poetic 
compositions  are  very  fine,  has  been  excelled  by  sereral  of 
his  contemporaries. 

"Of  enyy  and  selfish  prejudice,  insinuated  against  me 
by  Mr.  Boswell  in  your  last,  I  shall  be  acquitted  by  alt 
who  know  roy  disposition  and  the  habits  of  my  life.  All 
that  was  great  and  genuinely  good  in  Dr.  Johnson  have 
had  no  warmer  encomiast.  1  have  uniformly  said,  that 
while  the  flowers  of  poetic  imagination  luxuriantly  adorn 
his  strle,  it  is  never  enfeebled  by  their  plenitude ;  that  no 
periods  are  so  harmonious,  none  ho  nervous ;  that  there  is 
no  satiety  in  the  delight  they  inspire  on  moral  and  relinous 
themes;  that  his  pecuniary  generosity  did  him  infinite 
honour ;  and  that  his  faith  in  Christianity  disgraced  the 
scepticism  of  weaker  minds, 

**  The  respectable  Editor  of  this  work*  is  mistaken ;  the 
three  letters  signed  Denvolio,  in  the  numbers  for  February 
and  April,  1786,  pp.  129,  502,  and  for  August,  1787,  p. 
684,  are  mine.f  I  avowed  them  at  the  time  they  appeared 
to  almost  all  my  friends,  and,  I  think,  to  Mr.  Boswell. 
The  only  occasion  to  which  I  declined  acknowledging  them 
was  in  a  literary  circle  in  London,  May,  17B6,  where  I 
heard  the  first  two,  for  the  last  was  not  then  written,  pro- 
nounced the  most  equitable  balance  of  Dr.  Johnson's  good 
and  ill  qualities  wmch  bad  appeared.  They  were  too 
highly  spoken  of  to  permit  my  owning  them,  as  the 
company  were  chiefly  strangers  to  me.  I  wish  the 
canmd  reader  of  Mr.  Boswell's  nncandid  letter  would 
recur  to  those  strictures  signed  Benvolio,  and  consider 
them  well. 

"  I  disclum  all  knowledge  of  any  other  anonymous 
publications  concerning  Dr.  Johnson,  some  stanzas  in 
verseto  Mr.  Mason,  on  theinjusticetoMr,  Gray,  excepted. 
Who  it  was  that  took  the  unwarrantable  liberty  of  sending 
to  your  Repository  those  extracts  from  Mr.  Hayley's  letters 
and  mine,  without  the  consent  of  their  authors,  I  have  to 
this  hour  no  guess ;  X  but  a  most  imperfect  copy  it  was,  that 
by  interpolation  and  omission  annihilated  the  sense  of 
many  passages.  They  were  never  intended  for  the  public, 
•  Tlw  Oentlemu'i  Hsgaaae,  tee  p.  350.  t  S««  p.  3G0.  }  See  p.  3M. 
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but  made,  and  transmitted  to  some  distant  Mends  for 
their  amusement. 

"The  sentence  quoted  by  my  anonymous  correspondent 
N.Y.*from  Johnson's  kindred  spirit, Warburton,i3impious, 
pronouncing  the  decisions  of  any  man  sacred  and  unerring 
aa  the  bahmce  of  the  sanctuary.  A  balance  of  the  sanc- 
tuary is  ready,  in  which  to  weigh  the  character  of  Johnson. 
It  is  in  the  lith  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians. 
If  in  that  balance  he  be  not  found  essentially  wanting,  I 
am  content  to  have  the  injustice  here  alleged  against  him 
retorted  upon  myself. 

"  Hear  what  his  townsman,  Bishop  Newton,  says  on  this 
subject,  in  his  posthumous  work : — 

" '  Dr.  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets  afford  much  amuse- 
ment; but  candour  was  hurt  and  offended  at  the  malevo- 
lence that  preponderates  in  every  part.  Never  waa  any 
biographer  more  sparing  of  his  praises,  or  more  abundant 
in  his  censures.  He  delights  more  in  exposing  blemishes 
than  in  recommending  beauties ;  slightly  passes  over  ex- 
cellences, enlarges  upon  imperfections,  and,  not  content 
with  his  own  severe  reflections,  revives  old  scandal,  and 
produces  large  quotations  from  the  long-foigotten  works 
of  former  critics.  The  panegyrist  of  Savage  in  his  youth 
may,  in  his  old  age,  become  the  satirist  of  the  most 
favoured  authors ;  his  encomium  as  unjust  and  undeserved 
as  his  censures.'  -f 

"  Into  a  paper-war  with  a  man,  who,  after  professing 
himself  my  friend,  becomes  causelessly  iny  foe,  I  will  no 
farther  enter.  New  instances  of  Mr.  Boswell's  heroic 
attempts  to  injure  a  defenceless  female,  who  has  ever 
warmly  vindicated  him,  must  ultimately  redound  more  to 
his  dishonour  than  hers,  and  will,  I  trust,  produce  no 
future  intrusion  upon  Mr.  Urban's  publication  from  the 
pen  of  bis  friend  and  correspondent, 

"Anna  Sbwabd." 


"  Mb.  Urban,  Great  PortlMul-Blreet,  J«i.  20,  17W. 

"  Having  been  too  hastily  charged,  in  your  Magazine, 
by  Miss  Anna  Seward,  with  want  of  politeness,  and  even 
common  justice,  towards  her,  I  was  naturally  anxious  to 
vindicate  myself,  which  I  accordingly  did  in  November 
last,  by  shewing,  in  the  most  satisuctory  manner,  that  I 

■  Geat.  Hig.  fcr  Not.  1793,  p.  1009.  See  hemfler,  p.  359. 
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bad  been  careful  to  express  myself  with  due  delicacy, 
when  obliged  to  correct  an  error  into  which  she  had  been 
led,  as  to  the  true  history  of  Dr.  Johnson's  writing  the 
Terses  on  a  Sprig  of  Myrtle.  1  refer  to  my  statement,  and 
trust  it,  with  confidence,  to  the  candour  of  all  who  are 
capable  of  reasoning  and  judging  of  evidence.  I,  at  the 
same  time,  could  not  but  discover  some  indignation  at  the 
malevolence  with  which  that  fair  lady  had  presumed  to 
attack  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Johnson,  whose  character 
was  altogether  unconnected  with  the  inconsiderable  matter 
in  question.  Whether  he  wrote  those  beautiful  verses  for 
himself,  or  for  a  friend,  his  merit  as  a  poet  must  be  the 
aame.  The  investigation  of  their  history  was  important 
only  for  the  sake  of  truth,  and  in  fairness  to  another  lady,* 
whom  Miss  Seward  had  induced  me  to  contradict,  on 
grounds  sufficiently  probable,  as  I  admitted  in  my  addi- 
tional note. 

"  I  should  have  thought  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
any  more  writing  upon  the  subject ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
find  that  our  poetess  has  made  a  second  attack,  at  great 
length,  and  in  such  temper  aa  must  be  very  uneasy  to  a 
gentle  bosom.  She,  indeed,  has  candour  enough  not  to 
resume  the  charge  from  which  I  vindicated  myself,  and 
which  was  the  cause  of  my  animadverting  upon  ner  at  all. 
But  she  throws  forth  some  censure  upon  me,  and  a  great 
deal  upon  Dr.  Johnson,  of  which,  Sir,  I  leave  you  and 
your  readers  to  discern  the  motives. 

"  Miss  Seward  may  be  assured  that  she  is  as  much 
mistaken  as  to  me,  as  she  certainly  is  as  to  Dr.  Johnson. 
I  am  not  her  foe,  though  I  committed  to  the  flames  those 
sheets  of  '  Johnsonian  Narratives, '  with  which  I  was 
favoured  by  her,  among  the  almost  innumerable  commu- 
nications which  I  obtained  concerning  the  illustrious  sub- 
ject of  my  great  biographical  work.  I  however  first 
extracted  from  those  sheets  all  that  I  could  possibly  con- 
sider to  be  authentic.  Nay,  so  desirous  was  I  to  give 
Miss  Seward  every  advanti^,  that  after  refuting  the 
impossible  legend  of  Johnson's  verses  on  a  Duck,  when 
be  was  but  three  years  old,  to  which,  for  a  woman's 
reason,  she  still  pertinaciously  adheres,  I  preserved  the 
ingenious  reflections  which  she,  considering  it  to  be  true, 
had  made  on  that  idle  tale.  I  am  not  her  foe,  though 
I  cannot  allow  that  the  censure  of  Bacon,  by  Pope,  that 
prince  of  poets,  who  could 

'  EipatUU  Tree  o'er  til  tliii  icene  of  man,' 
*  Mn.  Floiri;  lee  p.  347. 
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is  any  reason  why  it  is  not  presmnptaons  in  Miss  Nancy 
Sevard  to  judge  and  condemn  Dr.  Johnson^  *  the  brightest 
ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century ;'  as  Mr.  Malone  bu 
truly  and  elegantly  described  him.  I  am  not  her  foe; 
though,  instead  of  joining  in  the  republican  ciy,  aa  she 
does,  that  Johnson  has  been  luiiust  to  Milton,^  I  declare 
my  admiration  of  his  very  liberal  and  just  praise  of  that 
great  poet,  who  was  the  most  odious  character,  both  in 
pubUc  and  private,  of  any  man  of  genius  that  ever  Uved ; 
m  public,  the  defender  of  the  murderers  of  his  sovereign, 
the  blessed  martyr ;  in  private,  the  sulky  tyrant  over  bis 
own  wretched,  uneducated,  and  helpless  daughters. 

"  Why  should  I  be  my  fair  antagomsf  s  foe  ?  She  never 
did  me  any  barm,  nor  do  I  apprehend  that  she  ever  can. 
She  protests  against  entering  farther  into  a  pajper  wax  widi 
me.  If  there  be  such  war,  it  ia  all  on  one  side ;  for  it  is 
not  in  my  thoughts.  That  kind  of  conflict  is  not  what  I 
wish  to  have  with  ladies ;  and  I  really  must  complain  that 
my  old  friend  (if  she  will  forgive  the  expression]  shoold 
represent  me  so  unlike  myself. 

"  It  is  very  hard,  that  Miss  Seward's  misconceiving  a 
witty  retort  for  a  false  assertion  should  subject  her  to  so 
woeful  a  deception  as  to  imagine  Dr.  Jcuinsoa  in  any 
degree  deficient  in  a  sacred  regard  for  truth.  It  is  not  in 
my  power  to  make  the  distinction  pluner  than  I  have 
made  it  in  my  former  letter. 

"  The  lady  quotes*  as  genuine  a  sarcasm  of  Dr.  Johnson 
on  Lord  Chesterfield,  in  these  words :  '  He  is  a  wit  among 
lords,  and  a  lord  among  wita,'  which,  it  seems,  she  baa 
heard  repeated  by  numbers.  Here  is  a  proof  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  late  Mr.  Fitzfaerbeit* s  observation,  that  it  is 
not  every  one  who  can  carry  a  ban  mot.  This  represen- 
tation of  Johnson's  pointed  saying  is  flat  and  unmeaning 
indeed.  What  he  did  say  ia  recorded,  p.  238,  voL  i.  m 
my  book,  which  Miss  Seward  handsomely,  and  I  belisve 
sincerely,  styles  '  interesting  m«noirs :' 

"  '  This  man  I  thought  had  been  a  lord  among  wits  ;  but 
I  find  he  is  only  a  wit  among  lords.' 

"  It  would  tnerefore  be  better  if  Miss  Seward  would 
not  boast  of  all  her  communicalions  concerning  Johnson, 
as  '  conveying  strong  internal  evidence  of  their  verity  from 
characteristic  turn  of  expression ;'  nor  would  it  be  any 
disadvantage  to  her  if  she  should  sometimes  distrust  tb« 
accuracy  of  her  memory  {I  seriously  protest  I  mean  no 
more)  for,  since  she  has  mentioned  me  Iste  Mrs.  Cobb 
*  Seep.  36S. 
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a»  ibt  person  from  frhom,  *  to  the  best  at  her  remem- 
bnmM,'  she  heard  the  str&nge  conrersation  between 
Johnson  and  his  mother,  concerning  his  marriage  with 
Mn.  Port«r,  which  she  communicated  to  rae  ana  I  sup- 
pressed, I  wlU  tell  her  that  Mrs.  Cobb*  was  the  person 
whom  she  rave  me  as  her  authority;  and  Mn.  Cobb's 
letter  now  hes  before  nie,  in  which  she  says, 

*"  I  cannot  recollect  any  conTcrsation  which  passed  be^ 
tween  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  mother,  concerning  his  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Porter.  If  I  erer  heard  any,  it  has  totally 
escaped  my  memory.  Many  things  are  repeated  in  Lich- 
field, as  heiag  told  or  said  by  Mrs,  Cobb,  end  not  a 
syllaUe  of  truth  in  any  one.* 

**  I  again  aay,  that  I  did  not  mention  to  Mrs.  Cobb 
from  whom  I  had  the  story ;  nor  did  she  ever  Itnow  that 
it  was  Miss  Seward.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  in 
the  same  letter  is  the  following  passage  :  '  If  you  praise 
our  good  Johnson,  Miss  Seward  will  not  loTeyoo;'  a  pre- 
iBetion,  which,  aiss  I  I  now  b^n  to  fear  is  but  too  tme, 
if  I  may  venture  to  jndge  from  ^  strun  and  tenor  of  her 
last  epistle. 

"The  detection  of  so  conridemble  a  mistake  ahould 
make  Miss  Seward  not  so  snre  of  having  read  either  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  Works,  or  in  the  records  of  his  biographers, 
an  assertion  concerning  Dr.  Watts,  which  she  calls  *a 
base  stigma,  and  slander,  and  unchristian-like  ;*!  and  pours 
forth,  in  her  customary  manner,  a  profusion  of  words  to 
abase.  It  ia  not  in  his  Life  of  that  excellent  man ;  and,  if 
Miaa  Seward  has  read  it  any  where,  she  has  read  what  was 
not  tme.  That  poets,  and  poetesses  also,  have  too  often 
been  not  of  the  most  exemplary  Hves,  is  universally 
known ;  but  Dr.  Johnson  never  uttered  such  a  sentence 
as  Hiss  Seward  imputes  to  him.  She,  indeed,  seems 
doomed  to  perpetuu  error;  for  she  mentions  a  sentence 
emoted  by  her  anonymous  correspondent,  [p.  356,]  from 
Warburton,  which  she,  with  all  imaginable  ease,  calls 
impioDB  i  when,  in  truth,  Uiat  admirable  sentence  is  not 
qootad  from  Warburton^  and  waa  not  written  by  War- 
barton^  bat  by  a  most  diatinguiriied  author  now  alire.^ 
Let  ma  ask,  auo,  if  it  be  fair  in  Miss  Seward  to  quote  the 
e  which  I  have  quoted  (v.  III.  p.  547^)  from  bishop 


•  S««p.362.  t  SeBp.3M. 
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Newton,  unfaTonrable  to  Dr.  Johnson,*  and  Igbtb  oat  the 
apolo^  which  I  have  made  for  that  prelate,  namely,  '  the 
duguat  and  peevishneas  of  old  age ;'  aa  also  the  general 
ancTpermanent  opinion  which  bishop  Newton  entertaioed 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  of  whom  he  says,  m  the  same  pasuge, 
that '  he  respected  him  not  only  for  his  genius  and  learning, 
but  valued  him  much  more  for  the  more  amiahle  part 
of  his  character,  his  humanity  and  charity,  his  morality  and 
religion.' 

"  Miss  Seward  dreams  that  I  have  '  insinuated  envy  and 
selfish  prejudice  against  her*  in  my  defensive  letter;  for 
this,  after  reading  it  over  again  and  again,  I  cannot  per- 
ceive the  smallest  foundation.  She  may  make  herself 
quite  easy  upon  that  head,  for  I  do-  not  even  suspect  that 
my  fair  antagonist^  '  herself  all  the  Nine,*t  envies  any 
human  being. 

"  Neither  am  I  at  all  conscious  of '  heroical  attempts  to 
injure  a  defenceless  female,'  (meaninj;  herself)  with  which 
she  charges  me.  '  How  canst  thou,  lovely  Nancy,  thus 
croelly —  ?'  Is  it  an  injury  to  mention  in  civil  terms  that 
she  has  been  mis-informed  as  to  a  fact  ?  Is  it  an  injury 
to  reprehend  with  generous  warmth  her  malevolent  at- 
tacks on  'my  Guide,  Philosopher,  and  Friend?'  Would 
that  she  were  q/Tenceless!  (defenceless  she  is  not;  as  she 
now  avers  that  she  can,  at  pleasure,  put  on  the  masculine 
attire,  and  lay  about  her  as  a  second  Drawcansir,  armed 
ct^  a  pied  in  the  masked  character  of  ^envolio.^  She 
modesdv  wishes  that  her  strictures,  under  that  signature 
should  be  '  recurred  to,  and  considered  wdl.'  She  may 
rest  satisfied  that  they  have  been  well  and  truly  tried,  and 
that  the  verdict  of  ineffective  ill-nature  will  never  be  set 
aside.    I  wonder  at  her  seeming  to  glory  in  such  effusions. 

"And  now  to  put  an  end  to  all  future  disputation  on 
tJie  mighty  points  of  the  Duck  and  the  Myrtle,  which  have 
been  the  causes  of  this  war, 

<  thb  tumnlt  In  ■  Tntal'i  tmu.' 

"The  verses  on  a  Dack,  said  to  be  composed  by  John- 
son when  he  was  only  three  years  old,  were  not  made  fay 
him,  because,  from  internal  evidence,  it  is  impossible  they 
should  without  a  miracle ;  and  because,  firom  external  cti- 
dence,  it  appears  that  his  mother,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter, 

*  Seo  before,  p.  356. 
u  t^^lt^'i'"'"  Ditlopie  ID  TWie  betvMU  her  utd  Mr.  Hirkri"  wiiUBl 
t  f^f™'  ^■•*"'  '•egina'i'B '  Pride  of  Suiiex,  EBglind'i  Gtoiy.' 
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did  not  *  invent  a  lalsehood/  when  they  credulously  told 
he  had  made  them,  so  that  their  veracity  is  not  questioned. 
Hia  mother  heard  so  from  his  father,  and  Mrs.  Lucy 
Porter  from  his  mother.  The  refutation  does  not  rest  on 
Johnson's  recollection  of  his  childhood,  but  on  his  telling 
me,  in  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter'*  presence,  that  his  father  had 
owned  to  him  that  he  had  made  them>  and  wished  to  pass 
them  for  his  son's. 

"The  verses  on  a  Sprig  of  Myrtle,  though,  perhaps^ 
afterwards  presented  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  were  originally 
written  for  a  friend ;  because  Dr.  Johnson  himself  men- 
tioned the  fact,  both  to  Mrs.  Thrale  and  to  Mr,  Nichols,* 
printer  of  the  Gentleman's  Ma^zine,  both  of  whom  have 
attested  it;  and  because  Mr.  Hector,  of  Birmingham,  Dr. 
Johnson's  schoolfellow  and  intimate  friend  through  life, 
has  attested  that  be  was  the  person  at  whose  request  they 
were  written.  That  worthy  gentleman  first  spontaneously 
wrote  to  me  on  the  subject;  and,  seeing  me  unavoidably 
drawn  into  this  awkward  and  unpleasant  aquahble  with 
Miss  Anna  Seward,  has  again  spontaneoasly  favoured  me 
with  a  letter,  which  I  shall  here  insert. 

"'To  Jaubs  Boswell,  Esq. 
" '  Dear  Sir, 

"'I  am  sorry  to  see  you  engaged  in  altercation  with  a 
lady,  who  seems  unwilling  to  be  convinced  of  her  errors. 
Surely  it  would  be  more  ingenuous  to  acknowledge  than 
to  persevere. 

"  *  Lately,  in  looking  over  some  papers  I  meant  to  bum, 
I  found  the  original  manuscript,  with  the  date  on  it  (1731)) 
which  I  have  enclosed. 

'* '  The  true  history  [which  I  could  swear  to)  is  as  follows. 
Mr.  Morgan  Graves,  the  elder  brother  of  a  worthy  clergy- 
man near  Bath,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  waited  upon 
a  lady  in  this  neighbourhood,  who,  at  parting,  presented 
him  the  branch,  fie  showed  it  me,  and  wished  much 
to  retam  the  compliment  in  verse,  I  applied  to  Johnson, 
who  was  with  me,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  dictated  the 
verses  which  I  sent  to  my  friend. 

" '  I  most  solemnly  declare  at  that  time  Johnson  was  an 
entire  stranger  to  the  Porter  family ;  and  it  was  almost 
two  years  after  that  I  introduced  liim  to  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Porter,  whom  I  bought  my  clothes  of. 

"  *  If  yoa  intend  to  convince  this  obstinate  vomao, 
•  See  p,  M7. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


BSS         ILLUSTRATIONS   OV  UTERATUBB. 

and  to  exhilnt  to  tb«  public  the  truth  of  tout  nsmttre, 
you  ara  at  liberty  to  nuke  what  qm  you  please  <A  tins 
statement. 

"  '  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  taking  up  bo  much 
of  your  time.  Witfaing  tou  mtUtot  et/diea  omioc,  1  ahall 
Bubscribe  myself,  your  obliged  and  humble  aemU^ 

" '  Bvnni^kaah  Jait,  9,  1794.  E.  HaoiOB.' 

"  May  I  not  now  fiatter  myself,  Mr.  Urban,  that  I  shall 
not  have  the  trouble  of  any  farther  altercation  with  Miss 
Seward  ?  I<et  Ihe  Duck  be  changed  into  a  Swan,  and  the 
Myrtle  into  an  Olive.  Instead  of  railing  let  as  have  the 
song.  Instead  of  war  let  us  have  peace.  I  bee  that  I 
may  not  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  those  '  with  whom 
it  has  been  Miss  Seward's  lot  to  contend.'  My  ^r  anta- 
gonist's fertile  fancy  has  men  and  things  enough  to  employ 
Itself  upon,  without  vainly  aspiring  to  be  the  judge  of 
Johnson.  She  will  permit  me,  in  perfect  good  humour, 
to  call  to  her  recollection  a  verse  in  very  ancient  poesy: 
'  I  do  not  exercise  myself  in  great  matters,  which  are  too 
high  for  me.' 

"  Yours,  Sic.  Jahbs  Boswbli..  '* 


"Mb.  Urban,  lichfleld  Oma,  Much  19,  1794. 

"  In  answer  to  Miss  Seward's  letter  in  yonr  Magazine 
for  December  last,  Mr.  Boswell  the  ensuing  month  inserts 
one  frcHD  Mr.  Hector,  which  contains  an  aoBolate,  tfaongh 
doubtless  an  involuntary,  mis-statement. 

"  Doctor  Johnson,  who  died  in  1 7^4,  was  bom  Sept.  7> 
1709.  Mr.  Hector  states  that  his  first  copy  of  the  Myrtle 
verses,  which  he  believes  the  original  one,  is  dated  1781, 
UKt  probably,  through  forgetfulness,  declares  that  Dr. 
Johnson  had  no  acquaintance  with  any  of  the  Porter  fiunily 
till  two  years  afterwards,  when  introduced  by  Mr.  Hectov. 
Tins  must  have  been  in  1783,  and  in  Dr.  JohnMrn's 
twenty-third  year. 

"  lAcy  Pbrter,  sister  to  Mr.  Porter  of  Binmngbam,  was 
the  second  wife  of  my  grendfother  Hunter,  Dr.  Johnson's 
schoolmaster.  They  were  married  in  the  year  I73C  st 
Chcdsea,  This  fact,  both  as  to  time  aoA  place,  is  attested 
by  my  mother,  the  daughter  of  that  marriage,  now  rendent 
here,  aged  mxty-five. 

"To  the  bouse  and  table  of  his  intelligent  and  Wraibf 
-'-'-•f  yoong  Johiwon  had  erer  fomiliar  aoceBs,  and  iraa. 
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otHuequently,  well  known  to  Mn.  Hnnter,  a  dADghter  of 
the  Porten,  during  those  Mven  years  wbicli  preoeded  the 
time  from  which  Mr.  Hector  dates  Br.  Johnson's  fint 
knowledge  of  the  Porter  family.  During  those  preceding 
wren  years  Mm.  Hunter's  niece,  Lacy  Porter,  -risited  her 
aont  at  Lichfield,  and  heoame  the  object  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
school-boy  love ;  and,  according  to  her  own^  and  the  late 
Mrs.  Sevard's  statement  (who  was  Mr.  Hunter's  daughter 
by  his  first  wife),  received  from  Dr.  Johnson  the  elegant 
veraea  on  the  Myrtle,  which  he  afterwards  gave  to  Mr. 
Hector,  without  thinking  it  material  to  avow  their  pie- 
existeaoe.  This  lady  was  four  years  younger  than  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  afterwards  married  her  mother,  the  widow 
of  Mr.  Porter,  of  Birmingham^  Mrs.  Hunter's  brother. 
"Youn,  &c  H.  Whitb."* 


"  Mr.  Urban,  UdOM  ci<m.  Oot,  ai,  17M. 

"  Miss  Seward  requests  me  to  assure  your  readers  tiiat, 
however  friendly  to  her  the  parajgraph  might  be  in  p,  815 
of  your  last  Magazine,t  it  is  a  mistaken  su^estion. 

"  From  no  individual  instance  of  false  representation, 
fifom  no  wound  of  personal  fedinss,  aroM  her  conviction 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  propensity  to  denime ;  but  from  a  count- 
less number  of  imputations  concerning  the  characters  of 
others,  gnrandless  as  that  which  Mr,  Boswell  has  gene- 
rmuly  recorded  concerning  her  father,  at  whose  house  he 
had  Deen  frequently  entertuned  with  the  most  friendly 
hospitality. 

"  Every  person  who  knew  Mr.  Semrd,  and  has  seen  his 
distorted  portrait  by  Dr.  Johnson^  is  conscious  of  its  in- 
justice, and  remembers  that  no  one  had  less  of  the  selfish 
s«^iatudes  of  a  valetudinarian ;  that  his  oonstitation  and 
frame  were  robuHt ;  tliat  no  man  was  ever  more  entirely 
free  frmn  groasness  or  indelicacy  in  his  manners,  which 
were  those  of  a  sdiolar  and  a  goitleman }  that,  htnrever 

•  n«  Htf.  H.  WUto,  nerfrt  af  UddMd  CMbednl,  fied  April  8,  10M, 
■nd  7&.  Hd  «■■  MiiiHwiMBwl  bf  Dr.  Jntamm,  wbta  ■  jtmag  mn  t  and 
WH  OmiaSmMU  Mod  «f  Hu*  Svmrd.  Sea  Qtni.  Hag-  JbIt.  1836,  p.  106. 
*  a  *er7  cniioiii  library,  part  of  which,  ws  KlicTo, 


h  in  the  paatBMioQ  of  Ua  «oa,  Md  part  was  di^DMd  of  bT  Mc 

t  nNBllB^toBlattN  i>  Omt.  Uhc.  fn  ant  17M,  p.  Sift,  ijhi 
iB.  T.  ia  irtdeh  Hbi  Seward't  aondnct  ia  atthb«t«d  to  die  fa^ian  of  a  do 
fal  and  affcctioiuta  dau^ter,  Dr.  Jdmaon  having  eipoMd  tLg  nfUuga  a 
i>fiimitiM  ot  the  Itdy'i  bther. 
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lively,  frank,  and  full  of  anecdote,  he  never  declaimed ; 
that  his  benevolence,  which  was  unbounded,  inspired  the 
wish  to  please  and  amuse,  without  the  least  appearance  of 
talking  for  fame. 

"  When  she  saw  these  false  traits  of  Mr.  Seward  ^ven 
in  the  dark  shades  of  Johnsonian  malignance,  she  said, 
'  My  poor  father  shares  the  almost  general  fate  of  diose 
who  were  so  unlucky  as  to  have  any  personal  acqaaint- 
ance  with  Dr.  Johnson.' 

"  The  letters  signed  Benvolio,  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  for  February,  p.  125,  and  April,  1786,  and  for 
August  17^7}  p.  302,  she  has  acknowledged,*  and  they 
were  written  several  years  prior  to  the  appearance  of  this 
stigma  on  her  father.  They  evince  that  her  convictions 
were  not  the  offspring  of  filial  indignation,  though  she 
must  have  been  lost  to  natural  affection  if  it  had  not 
arisen  over  that  accumulated  proof  of  the  justice  of  her 
opinions  concerning  Dr.  Johnson. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

«  H.  WHirB." 


*^*  NnmeroDi  other  corraipondeDti  to  tho  OeaUeDiui'*  Miguine  joioad 

thii  controTenf,  who  ligned  N.  Y.,  M 1,  Aitrxyto  irtmiToy,  H*Ml- 

gophorot,  G.  S.,  Eboraceniii,  ProtopUatidM,  CottonleoNS,  JE.  V.,  1.  W. 
Rich.  Geo.  Robuuon,  uid  Q.  See  the  TolamGi  for  1793,  p.  1O08,  ud  17H, 
pp.  7,  ISO,  198,  510,  619, 625,  B15,  BT6,  1001. 


TWO  LETTERS 
From  Mr.  Boswbll  to  David  Garbics,  Esq. 
•'Dear  Sir,  Edinhnigh,  lathSept.  irii. 

*•  It  gives  me  concern  to  find  you  compluning  of  sick- 
ness, and  talking  of  putting  into  port.  I  must  be  allowed 
to  pay  you  the  compliment  that  my  father  did  to  a  valetu- 
dinary &iend,  '  Long  may  you  complwn  ! '  You  have 
had  more  than  once  the  agreeable  experience  of  recovering 
health ;  and  I  hope  these  last  summer  months  have  re- 
stored you  again  to  your  usual  state.  You  are  at  least 
happy  enough  to  enjoy  at  all  times  the  best  of  Horace's 
two  req^uisites}  for  if  the  corpus  sanam  fails,  you  are 
never  without  the  mma  sana.    You  are  blessed  with  a 

•  See  p.  365. 
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perpetual  flow  of  good  spirits  and  vivacity,  whicli  mnkes 
the  soul  live  as  it  were  in  a  southern  climate. 

•  Hie  va  ptTpetuum,  el  allenis  minubiu  KStas.* 

"  I  will  not  allow  you  to  think  of  your  exit,  when  so 
much  of  the  play  remains,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  best 
parts  of  it.  1  please  myself  wiui  the  prospect  of  attend- 
ing you  at  several  more  jubilees  at  Stratford-upon-Avon. 
It  is  true,  we  must  all  look  forward  to  the  last  scene ;  and 
you,  who  have  so  often  felt  and  made  others  fe^  its 
solemnity,  must  fall,  just  like  others.  This  puts  me  in 
mind  of  three  Essays  which  I  wrote  on  the  profession  of  a 
playerf  last  year,  and  which  were  published  in  the  London 
Magazine,  in  which  I  have  some  concern.  Fray,  have  you 
read  them  ?  Since  I  am  upon  the  serious  subject  of 
death,  I  cannot  help  expressing  to  one  who  feels  as  you  do> 
that  I  am  affected  with  much  melancholy  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gray.  His  Elegy  on  a  Country  Churchyard  has  long 
been  a  part  of  mysdf ;  and  many  passages  in  his  other 

rems  glance  across  my  soul  with  a  most  enlivening  force. 
never  saw  Mr.  G'aT  }  ^^^  ^y  old  and  most  intimate 
friend,  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,^  rector  of  Mainhead,  in 
Devonshire,  knew  him  well.  He  knew  his  foibles,  but 
admired  his  genius  and  esteemed  his  virtues.  I  know  not 
if  you  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gray.  He  was  so  ab- 
stracted and  singular  a  man,  that  I  can  suppose  you  and 
him  never  having  met, 

"  Permit  me,  now,  my  dear  sir,  again  to  recommend  to 
r  patronage  Mr.  Mickle's  trage^,  which  I  rejoice  to 
'  has  now  passed  through  the  hands  of  both  the  War- 
tons.  By  encouraging  Mickle,  you  will  cherish  a  most 
worthy  man,  and,  I  think,  a  true  poetical  genius.  Let  me 
add,  that  your  goodness  to  him  will  be  an  additional  obli- 
gaUon  to  your  humble  servant,  who  will  venture  to  say  that 
you  have  never  had  a  warmer,  a  more  constant,  or  a  bolder 
admirer  and  friend,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  than 
himself,  though  you  have  had  multitudes  of  greater  dis- 
tinction  and  abilities.  All  these  things  considered,  I  would 
hope  that  Mr.  Mickle,  who  has  waited  long  hi  the  anti- 
chamber,  will  soon  be  introduced,  and  not  be  shoved  back 
by  others  who  are  more  bustling  and  forward, 

*  Tic  line  in  Virgil  U  lomewluit  different ; 

"  Hie  Tcr  uiidiinm,  atane  alieni*  meniilrai  Bftu." 

9  Georg.  T.  1*9.    Edit.  Garuck  Com. 
t  Soa  heraftcr,  p.  36B.  I  Sw  p.  3S0. 
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*'  I  have  just  been  enjoying  the  Teiy  great  h^pinen  of 
a  visit  from  my  illustrious  Mend  Fiscal  Paoli.  He  was 
two  nights  at  Aachinleck ;  and  you  may  figure  the  joy  of 
my  worthy  father  and  me  at  seeing  the  Corsican  bero  in 
our  romantic  groves.  Count  Burgynski,  the  Polish  am- 
bassador, accompanied  him.  You  snow  the  Count  very 
well,  so  I  need  not  pruse  him  to  you.  Why  have  you  not 
called  on  General  Paoli  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting you  to  him  in  your  morning  dress,  comme  un  Roi 
diguiae,  and  he  pud  you  so  handsome  a  compliment^ 
which  I  dare  say  you  hare  added  to  your  cabinet  of  jewels  > 
He  will  be  very  glad  to  see  you.  I  had  lately  a  kind 
letter  from  our  Mend  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  He  still 
flatters  me  with  seeing  him  among  the  rocks  of  Scotland. 
I  intend  being  in  London  next  March,  and  promise  myself 
much  happiness  with  you  and  my  other  friends  there,  now 
that  I  am  just  as  you  all  would  wish  me  to  be,  as  fkr  us  1 
can  be  while  living  in  Scotland,  To  be  sure.  Parliament, 
or  the  English  bar,  are  situations  devoutiy  to  be  wished. 
We  must  look  about  us.  Pray,  is  there  anything  in  the 
little  note  of  old  plays  belonging  to  a  Scotch  gentleman 
which  I  left  with  you  ?  He  would  most  readily  nre 
yon  any  that  he  has.  When  you  have  haU  an  hour,  t  oeg 
you  would  bestow  it  upon  me,  and  be  assured  that  I  ever 
am.  Tour  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

**Jauss  Boswbll. 

"  I  find  I  must  transgress  the  ordinary  bounds  of  a 
letter,  and  tell  you  that  Mr.  Donaldson,  who  published 
the  last  edition  of  Shakespeare,  is  a  prodigiously  happy 
man,  in  your  having  inscribed  him  among  the  freemen  en 
Drurv-liuie  theatre.  He  b  in  the  humour  of  Horace, 
Q.uoi  ti  me  Lt/ricif  vatibut  irueres,  &c.  I  think  I  may  take 
a  little  crop  of  praise  for  my  dedication  of  ^e  eaition^ 
since  it  has  had  such  an  effect.* 


To  D.  Gabbics,  Esq. 

"  DlAB  Sib,  EdlnlMrgfa,  April  11, 1774. 

"  When  Mr,  Johnson  and  I  arrived  at  Inrerary,  after 

our  expedition  to  the  Hebrides,  and  there  for  the  first 

time  after  many  days  renewed   our  enjoyment    of    the 

luxuries  of  civilised  life,  one  of  the  most  elegant  that  I 

■  Gstrick  Cormpondencei  1. 13& 
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flonld  viih  to  find  was  lyinff  for  me, — a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ginick.  It  was  a  pine-apple  of  the  finest  flarour,  which 
had  ■  hieh  lest  indeed  amongst  the  heath-covered  moan- 
tains  of  Scoda.  That  I  have  not  thanked  you  for  it  long  ere 
now  ia  one  of  those  strange  facts  for  which  it  is  bo  difficult 
to  account  that  I  shall  not  attempt  iL  The  '  Idler"  has 
strongly  expressed  many  of  the  wonderful  effeots  of  the 
vu  inertia  of  the  human  mind.  But  it  is  hardly  credible 
that  a  man  should  have  the  warmest  regard  for  his  friend, 
a  constant  desire  to  shew  it,  and  a  keen  ambition  for  a  fre* 
quent  epistolary  intercourse  with  him,  and  yet  should  let 
months  roll  on  without  having  resolution,  or  activity,  or 
power,  or  whatever  it  be,  to  write  a  few  lines.  A  man  in 
sadi  a  situation  is  somewhat  like  Tantalus  reversed.  He 
recedes,  he  knows  not  how,  from  what  he  loves,  which  is 
full  as  provoking  as  when  what  he  loves  recedes  from  him. 
That  my  complaint  is  not  a  peculiar  fancy,  but  deep  in 
human  nature,  I  appeal  to  the  authority  of  St.  Paul,  who, 
though  he  had  not  been  exalted  to  the  dignity  of  an 
aposUe,  would  have  stood  high  in  fame  as  a  philosopher 
and  orator, '  What  I  would,  that  do  I  not.' 

"  You  need  be  under  no  concern  as  to  your  debt  to  me 
for  the  book  which  I  purchased  for  you.  It  was  long  ago 
dlschai^d;  for,  believe  me,  I  intended  the  book  as  a 
present ;  or,  if  you  rather  choose  that  it  should  be  held 
as  an  exchange  with  the  Epitaphs  which  you  sent  me,  I 
have  no  objection. 

"  Dr.  Goldsmith'i  death  would  affect  all  the  Club  much. 
I  have  not  been  so  much  a&cted  with  any  event  that  has 
happened  of  a  long  time.  I  wish  you  would  give  me,  who 
am  at  a  distance,  and  who  cannot  get  to  London  this 
spring,  some  particulars  with  regard  to  hia  last  appearance. 

**  Jjr.  Toung  has  a  fine  thought  to  this  purpose,  that 
every  Mend  who  goes  before  us  to  the  other  side  of  tiie 
river  of  death  nukes  tlie  passage  to  us  the  easier.  Were 
our  Club  all  removed  to  a  future  world  but  one  or  two, 
thejff  one  shoidd  think,  would  incline  to  follow.  By  all 
means  let  me  be  upon  your  list  of  subscribers  to  Mr. 
Morell's  'Prometheus.'* 

"  You  have  enhvened  the  town,  I  see,  with  a  musical 
piece.  The  prol<^ue  is  admirably  fancied,  arripere  popa- 
Ivm  tributim ;  though,  to  be  sure,  Foote's  remark  applies 
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to  it,  that  your  prologues  have  a  culinary  tum,  and  that 
therefore  the  motto  to  your  collection  of  them  should  be, 
Animtit  jofodudum  paitms.  A  player  upon  words  might 
answer  him,  oBjr/Hi/^CTu,  rather  than  yourPt«/yin;Mi//«iu, 
I  wonder  the  wags  hare  not  been  quoting  upon  you — 

"  Whote  erudition  h  a  Otrittma*  7Ue." 
But  Mr.  Johnson  is  ready  to  bruise  any  one  who  calls  in 
question  your  classical  knowledge,  and  your  happy  appli- 
cation of  it.  I  hope  Mr.  Johnson  has  given  you  an  enter- 
taining account  of  his  Northern  Tour.  He  is  certainly  to 
faTOur  the  world  with  some  of  his  remarks.  Pr^  do  not 
fail  to  quicken  him  by  word,  as  I  do  by  letter.  Posterity 
will  he  the  more  obliged  to  his  friends,  the  more  they  can 
prevail  with  him  to  write.  With  best  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Garrick,  and  hoping  that  you  will  not  punuh  me  by 
being  long  silent,  I  remiun  faithfully  yours, 

"  Jaubb  Boswbll."  * 


REMARKS  ON  THE  PROFESSION   OP   A 

PLAYER,t 

By  James  Boswill,  Esa. 

Essay  I. 

Omnit  Ariatippnm  decnit  color,  ct  itstiu,  et  ret. — Hoa. 
That  the  profession  of  a  player  was  anciently  held  some- 
times as  contemptible,  una  sometimes  as  odious,  is  known 
to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  mankind ; 
but  the  causes  of  this  are  also  known.  Stage-playing 
being  originally  nothing  better  than  course  and  rustic 
bnfFoonery.  When  Thespis  or  such  as  Thespis  exhibited 
their  pertormances  in  a  cart,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  con- 
temptible ;  and  when  the  idea  of  contempt  is  once  an- 
nexed to  a  profession,  it  is  not  easily  removed.  Hence  it 
was  that  the  business  of  stage-playing  was  appropriated 
to  slaves,  or  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.  That  the  pro- 
fession was  odious  there  is  no  wonder,  since  the  ancient 
comedy  was  a  barefaced  attack  upon  living  characters, 
who  were  brought  upon  the  stage  and  exposed  to  public 

*  Gurick  Correapondence,  I.  G2g. 

t  Pint  pilBt«d  in  the  iModoa  MagwiiK  for  ITTO.    See  befi»t  in  tkii 
Tolnmeip.StiS. 


D,g,t,..d:,i.Goo';lc 


B08WBLL  ON  PLATERS.  369 

scorn.  In  more  modem  times,  wherever  the  Christian 
religion  vas  established,  players  were  looked  upon  vith  a 
most  unfavourable  eye,  because  their  shows  tended  to 
keep  alive  the  fictions  of  heathenish  idolatry;  and,  how- 
ever much  later  times  may  have  improved  in  libendity  of 
sentiments,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  their  prejudices 
against  the  profession  of  a  player  have  continued  much 
longer  than  could  have  been  expected.  The  effects  have 
remained  after  the  causes  have  ceased ;  and,  because 
players  had  once  been  obnoxious  for  havir^  fomented 
paganism,  they  were  obnoxious  still,  when  paganism  was 
no  longer  an  object  of  attention.  The  human  mind  cou' 
tinued  its  aversion  to  them,  as  a  man  who  had  been 
tossed  at  sea  feels  himself  agitated  long  after  he  is  upon 
land ;  or  as  the  foolish  person  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lockcj 
who,  being  accustomed  to  strike  the  hour  in  imitation  of  a 
neighbounnff  clock,  continued  to  strike  after  the  clock 
was  removed. 

But  the  present  age  beholds  the  profession  of  a  player 
in  a  proper  light,  and  treats  it  accordingly.  We  now  see 
that  it  ought  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  learned  profes- 
sions ;  for  the  truth  is,  that,  in  order  to  be  a  good  player, 
there  is  required  s  greater  share  of  genius,  knowledge,  and 
accomphshments  than  for  any  one  profession  whatever; 
for  this  reason,  that  the  profession  of  a  player  comprehends 
the  whole  system  of  human  life :  quicqtad  affant  homines. 
When  I  talk  thus,  I  talk  of  an  universal  player ;  and  surely 
in  order  to  he  that,  in  any  degree  of  perfection,  all  that  I 
have  now  mentioned  is  necessary.  For  any  one  of  what 
are  commonly  called  the  three  learned  professions,  viz. 
law,  physic,  and  divinity,  there  is,  no  aoabt,  required 
much  knowledge  and  much  address,  or  many  accomplish- 
ments. But  uie  player  must  have  a  share  of  the  requi- 
sites of  each  of  these  classes  of  men,  because  he  must 
alternately  represent  an  individual  characteristical  of  each. 
Mr.  Dryden's  fine  satirical  lines  on  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham— 

"  And  ia  the  ipaca  of  one  reroliing  moon 
I*  poet)  (tatesmsn,  Sdlet,  uid  liaffoon," 

may,  with  a  little  variation,  be  seriously  applied  to  the 
universal  player ;  for  he  must,  in  the  space  of  a  moon,  he 
lawyer,  divine,  and  physician,  with  all  the  other  characters 
or  discriminations  of  the  human,  species,  which  have  been 
ftHined  in  society.  In  Mr.  Samud  Johnson's  noble  pro* 
VOL.  Til.  2  B 
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logue  at  the  opening  of  Dmry  Lane  Theatra,  it  ia  sud  of 
Shakespe&Te : 

"  Bach  clMnge  of  man;>ooloiiied  lih  h»  dmr.'' 
The  same  may  be  said  of  a  player,  who  animates  the 
paintings  of  Shakespeare.  We  who  live  at  present  have 
an  opportunity  of  observing  a  wonderful  example  of  what 
I  have  now  set  forth.  Mr.  Garrick  exhibits  in  his  own 
person  such  a  variety  of  characters,  with  such  propriety 
and  excellence,  as  not  only  to  catcl(  the  immediate  ap- 
plause of  the  multitude,  but  to  be  the  delight  and  admi- 
ration of  the  judicious,  enlightened,  and  philoaopbical 
spectators :  as  was  said  of  Terence — 

Prtmorei  popnli  inipnit  popolumqae  tribntim. 

When  I  maintain  that  learning  is  necessary  to  a  player 
who  is  to  represent  a  roan  of  learning,  I  do  not  mean  that 
he  is  to  be  understood  to  have  as  much  learning  as  may 
be  annexed  to  the  character  which  he  represents.  Thus, 
in  order  to  appear  well  upon  the  atage,  as  a  lawyer,  a 
physician,  or  a  divine,  it  certainly  is  not  necessary  to  have 
a  deep  knowledge  either  of  law,  physic,  or  divini^ ;  yet  it 
is  necessary  to  have  so  much  knowledge  as  to  enter  into 
the  general  scope  of  the  character,  and  have  a  jnat  per- 
ception of  the  different  expressions,  not  to  mention  tluit 
without  some  knowledge  of  the  science  belonging  to  each 
character  it  is  impossible  fully  to  see  the  blnnders  and 
absurdities  arising  from  ignorance,  petulance,  and  con- 
ceit, which  often  constitute  the  ridicule  of  the  part^  and 
appear  unmeaning  and  insipid  if  not  set  off  by  me  player 
with  due  intelligence  and  poignancy. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  maintained,  that  the  more 
knowledge  a  player  has,  the  more  will  he  excel  in  his 
profession ;  and  so  true  is  this,  that  superior  judges  of 
theatrical  excellence  can  discern  improvements  even  in 
the  performance  of  Mr.  Garrick,  upon  seeing  him  again 
in  characters  where  they  hsd  once  imagined  it  impossible 
for  him  to  be  greater  j  for  Mr.  Garrick  is  by  study  and 
observation  continually  adding  to  his  stock  of  science,  and 
enriching  his  mind  with  new  ideas,  towards  which  his  late 
travels  through  a  good  part  of  Europe  have  no  doubt 
very  much  contributed }  and  the  fertihty  of  his  own  lirdy 
foncy  is  always  producing  fresh  thoughts. 

But  not  only  are  learning  and  science  necessary  for  an 
universal  player ;  he  must  also  have  all  the  genteel  accom- 
phshments,— he  must  be  an  eleifmBfirmamm  ipeetatur^ 
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he  must  have  elevation  and  tenderness  of  sentiment, 
dignity  and  ease  of  deportment — he  must  eren  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  weaknesses,  the  follies,  the  awkward- 
ness, and  maticity  of  humui  life.  Let  us  recollect  Mr. 
Guiick  in  Hamlet  and  Abel  Drugger,  Lear  and  Sharp, 
Bemrj/  M«  Fourth  and  Smigtr,  and  the  truth  of  what 
hu  DOW  been  observed  will  appear  at  one  view.  I  grant 
that  to  be  an  unirersal  player,  a  man  must  be  nom 
with  extraordinary  talents,  and  must  employ  unwearied 
pains;  and  even  that  these  should  hare  their  effect,  a 
long  coarse  of  practice  is  necessary,  uid  every  year  will 
bring  a  greater  o^ree  of  excellence.  But  the  requisites 
for  an  aniTersal  player  must  be  found  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree  in  every  player  who  would  hope  to  excel  in  his 
profession ;  so  that  Uie  more  knowledge  that  he  acquires 
m  the  department,  or,  to  use  the  stage  phrase,  the  walk 
for  which  nature  has  intended  hioi,  tiie  more  will  he  be 
distinguished,  and  without  a  competent  share  of  knowledge, 
it  will  be  in  vain  for  him  to  tread  the  stage. 

We  may  indeed  be  told  that  we  have  had  many  players 
whose  names  it  would  be  invidious  to  mention;  who,  though 
bron^t  &om  the  dr^  of  the  populace,  and  grossly  igno- 
rant, have  set  the  audience  in  a  rof^,  and  exhibited  low 
comic  characters  with  much  truth,  as  well  as  in  a  diverting 
manner.  As  to  this  it  must  be  observed,  that  knowledge 
is  not  to  be  drcumsoribed  to  what  we  learn  in  books  and 
schools;  a  great  variety  of  it  is  picked  up  in  the  practice 
of  life ;  and,  however  ignorant  low  comedians  may  have 
been  in  a  relative  sense,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  none  of 
them  who  have  excelled  have  been  destitute  of  discern- 
ment and  observation  in  the  sphere  in  which  they  have 
moved,  so  that  they  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  ignorant 
of  their  own  »»}gect»,  if  that  term  may  be  hare  used.  I 
would  however  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  philosophers 
of  old,  who  when  treating  of  the  duties  of  men  in  their 
several  stations,  and  comparing  them  to  players,  say,  that 
"  there  is  no  matter  what  part  is  assigned  to  a  performer, 
whether  that  of  a  king  or  a  peasant."  The  question  is — 
Has  he  done  his  part  well }  For  though  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  who  performs  the  part  of  a  peasant  well  is  better 
than  he  who  performs  the  part  of  a  king  ill,  yet  a  player 
is  itttitled  to  a  greater  degree  of  praise  in  proportion  as 
he  reprewnts  a  lesser  or  greater  character,  and  also  in 
proportitHi  to  the  variety  of  ^aracters  vh^  he  represents. 
282 
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ESBAT  SbCOND. 
Ut  ridendum  inident,  lU  fleatibu  4drant 
Hnmul  mltni.    Si  tU  me  flere,  dolendam  ett 
Primtim  Ipri  tibi.  Hi>«> 

It  is  sorely  not  only  an  object  of  taste  to  study  theatri- 
cal representations,  but  it  may  be  a  matter  of  very  curious 
philosophical  inquiry.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  peculiar 
ftuiulty  which  makes  one  a  good  player?  It  is  something 
more  than  imitative  art.  A  painter  can  represent  upon 
his  canvass  the  various  appearances  which  the  world 
affords,  with  such  exactness  of  shape  and  justness  of 
colour  as  to  be  almost  mistaken  for  the  objects  them- 
selves. He  can  even  represent  the  affections  and  passions 
of  the  mind,  by  representing  their  external  effects,  which 
from  habit  Instantaneously  convey  to  us  their  ideas.  The 
poet  can  in  the  same  manner  give  us  descriptions  of  every 
thine,  and  by  a  choice  and  arrangement  of  words  the  signs 
of  ideas  can  instantaneously  represent  to  our  imaginations 
whatever  is  the  subject  of  his  verse.  But  the  player 
"  lives  o'er  each  scene,"  and  in  a  certain  sense  "  is  what 
we  behold,"  and  this  constitutes  the  mysterious  difficulty 
of  being  a  good  player ;  for  by  what  power  is  it  that  a 
man  is  able  at  a  certain  hour  to  change  himself  into  a 
different  kind  of  being  from  what  he  really  is?  How  is  it 
that  a  man,  perfectly  easy  and  happy,  can  make  himself 
wretched  and  sorrowful  without  the  intervention  of  any 
cause  whatever,  but  a  voluntary  operation  of  his  own 
mind?  And,  supposing  him  by  intense  meditation  on 
melancholy  subjects  to  have  at  length  effectuated  so  diffi- 
cult an  operation,  how  does  he  regulate  his  sorrow  so  as 
to  correspond  exactly  with  the  part  assigned  him  in  the 
play  ?  How  does  he  adapt  his  feelings  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  hope  and  fear  which  are  intermingled  in  the  dnuca  ? 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  better  a  part  is  written,  the  less 
difficidty  will  there  he  in  playmg  it  well.  I  say  playing 
it  well ;  because  to  a  bad  i^ayer,  to  one  who  only  mimics 
the  character  he  represents,  well  or  ill  written  parts  will 
be  alike  easy.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  Mr.  Garrick 
will  tell  us,  that  it  is  easy  to  him  to  play  a  part  in  which 
the  passions  display  themselves  naturally.  In  such  a  part, 
when  he  is  once  entered  into  the  character,  if  s  different 
effusions  are  like  effusions  of  his  own  mind  ;  whereas  he 
will  tell  us  that  it  ia  difficult  for  him  to  play  a  part  in 
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which  the  passions  are  pushed  forth  in  a  forced  and  un^ 
natural  manner.  In  sucn  a  part  every  sally  is  a  shock  to 
him,  and  he  plays  it  with  the  same  aversion  that  a 
master  of  music  of  a  good  ear  and  refined  taste  does  a 
harsh  and  discordant  composition. 

When  I  talk  of  the  mysterious  power  of  a  good  player, 
which  has  jost  now  been  mentioned,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  my  proposition  is  not  denied,  that  a  good  player  is 
indeed  in  a  certain  sense  the  character  that  he  represents, 
during  the  time  of  his  performance ;  and  that  this  is  truly 
the  case,  I  have  been  assured  by  that  great  ornament  of 
the  stage  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  several 
times  in  the  course  of  these  reflections. 

1  am  aware  that  my  proposition,  that  a  player  is  really 
and  truly  the  character  in  which  he  appears,  may  be  mis- 
represented ;  and  I  remember  to  have  heard  the  most 
illustrious  author  of  this  age,*  whose  conversation  is 
thought  by  many  even  to  excel  his  writings,  exert  his  elo- 
quence against  this  proposition,  and  with  the  luxuriance 
of  humour  for  which  he  is  distinguished  render  it  exceed- 
ingly ridiculous :  "  If,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  Garrick  believes  him- 
self to  be  every  character  that  he  represents,  he  is  a  mad- 
man, and  ought  to  be  confined.  Nay,  Sir,  he  is  a  villain, 
and  ought  to  be  hanged.  If,  for  instance,  he  believea 
himself  to  be  Macbeth,  he  has  committed  murder,  he  is  a 
vile  assassin,  who,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  hospitality^ 
aawell  as  of  other  pnnciples,  has  imbrued  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  his  king  while  he  was  sleeping  under  bis  roof; 
If,  Sir,  he  has  really  been  that  person  in  his  own  mind, 
he  has  in  his  own  mind  been  as  guilty  as  Macbeth.'*  But, 
without  stayine  to  investigate  the  difference  between  a 
man  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  reason  and  a  man  mad  or 
beside  himself,  which  a  player  in  the  sense  now  men- 
tioned would  certainly  he,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  my 
readers,  that  I  qualified  my  proposition  by  saying  that  a 
player  is  the  character  he  represents  only  in  a  certam 
degree ;  and  therefore  there  is  a  distinction  between  bis 

*  "  Joluiioa  hid  thought  more  upon  the  labject  of  kcting  than  might  be 
genennj-  inppowd.  Tilldn;  one  day  to  Mr.  Kemble,  bo  Boid,  '  Are  yon, 
^,  one  of  uon  enthuuuti  who  believe  joartdf  truuported  into  tlie  Tccy 
chuactcr  j oa  repreKot  ? '  Upoa  Mr.  Kemble'i  uuwerlng  that  he  hid  nmer 
fatt  lo  ttroag  ■  pertnukni  him«elf ;  '  To  be  tnre  not,'  Mid  Johuon ;  '  tb« 
thing  iilmpoirible;  andif  Garrick  retllybelieTed  himielfto  be  thatmoniter 
Bieurd  tlie  Tlurd,  he  deHrred  to  be  huifed  erer;  time  be  performed  tt.'' 
Bofwdl'iUftof  JobiKinifQ&dwtlieTeirnBS.  Croker'i  edit.  Bto.  T.  133. 
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being  what  I  have  Baid,  and  his  bwig  the  character  he 
represents  in  the  fuU  sense  of  the  expression. 

How  to  define  my  meanins  with  precision  I  am  really 
at  a  loss.  I  have  already  said  that  the  power  of  which  I 
treat  is  mysterious,  consequently  it  is  dimcult  to  put  it  in 
words.  I  heartily  wish  that  Mr.  Garrick  wonld  give  tw 
an  essay  on  that  subject ;  as  he  is  so  fully  master  of  it, 
and  writes  with  precision  andTivacity;  such  a  perform- 
ance by  him  would  be  a  curious  and  entertaining  present 
to  the  public.  We  would  read  an  essay  by  Mr.  Ganick  on 
the  art  of  acting  as  we  do  Xenophon  and  Cmsarj  or  the 
King  of  Prussia  on  the  art  of  war.  Oolley  Cibber  justly 
regrets  that  the  talents  of  the  greatest  actor  die  wiii 
him,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  succeeding  ages, 
who  have  never  seen  him,  an  adequate  idea  of  his  won- 
derful powers.  In  that  respect  the  poet  and  painter  have 
the  advantage  over  him ;  for  the  painter  can  say  Pinffo 
letemitate,  "  I  paint  for  eternity ! "  the  poet,  Excffi  moiw- 
tnentum  are perentdut,  "I  have  finished  a  monument  more 
lasting  than  brass ! "  These  were  the  expressions  of  an 
ancient  painter  and  of  an  ancient  poet;  and  tbev  were 
expressions  by  no  means  absurd  or  extravagant;  for  the 
works  of  a  pamter  and  poet  are  transmitted  down  firom 
age  to  age  with  successive  admiration.  It  is  not  so  with 
the  player,  his  talents,  bv  which  midtitudes  have  been 
affected,  leave  no  trace  behind  them ;  bat,  like  the  talents 
of  the  orator  and  musical  performer,  appear  no  more  when 
he  who  possessed  them  is  gone.  Would  Mr.  Garrick  give 
us  the  Sssay  which  I  have  here  figured,  it  would  add 
much  celebrity  to  his  profession. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  conjecture  what  Is  the  nature  of 
that  mysterious  power  by  which  a  player  really  is  the  cha- 
racter he  represents,  my  notion  is  that  he  most  have  a 
kind  of  double  feeling.  He  must  assume  In  a  strong  de- 
gree the  character  cratch  he  represents,  while  he  at  the 
same  time  retaitis  the  consciousness  of  his  own  character. 
The  feelings  and  passions  of  the  character  which  he  repre- 
sents must  take  full  possession  as  it  were  of  the  anti- 
chamber  of  his  mind,  while  his  own  character  remains  in 
the  innermost  recess.  This  is  experienced  in  some  mea- 
sure by  the  barrister  who  enters  warmly  into  the  cause  of 
his  client,  while  at  the  same  time,  when  he  examines  him- 
self coolly,  he  knows  that  he  is  much  in  the  wrong,  and 
does  not  even  wish  to  prevaU.    But  during  the  time  of 
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his  pleading,  the  genuine  colour  of  his  mind  is  laid  over 
with  a  temporary  glaring  varnish,  which  flies  off  instan- 
taneously when  he  has  ^nished  his  harangue.  The  double 
feeling  which  I  have  mentioned  is  experienced  by  many 
men  in  the  common  intercourse  of  life.  Were  nothing 
bat  the  real  chftnioter  to  appear,  society  would  not  be 
half  ao  safe  and  agreeable  as  we  find  it.  Did  we  discover 
to  our  companions  what  we  really  think  of  them,  frequent 
quarrels  would  ensue;  and  did  we  not  express  more 
regard  for  them  than  we  really  feel,  the  pleasure  of  social 
intercourse  would  be  very  contracted.  It  being  necessary 
then  in  the  intercourse  of  life  to  have  such  anpearanoes, 
and  diesimolation  being  to  moat  people  irksome  and 
ffttiguing,  we  insensibly,  for  our  own  ease,  adopt  feelings 
suitable  to  every  occasion,  and  so,  like  pkyers,  are  to  s 
oertain  degree  a  different  character  from  our  own.  It  is 
Defldleu  to  mention  many  instances  of  this;  every  main's 
Bsperienoe  must  have  furnished  him  with  a  variety  of  in- 
stances which  will  readily  occur  to  him.  He  will  recollect 
ioataoces  in  every  funeral  that  he  has  attended — every 
Urtbday  entertainment  at  which  he  has  been  a  guest — ■ 
every  cooBtry-Mat  the  beauties  of  which  have  been  shewn 
him  by  its  master — every  party  of  pleasure  in  which  he 
bu  snared.  In  short,  he  can  liardly  recollect  a  scene  of 
social  life  where  be  has  not  been  conscious,  more  or  less, 
cf  having  been  obliged  to  work  himself  into  a  state  of 
fbeUng  whidi  he  woiud  not  naturally  have  had. 

lliiB  doable  feeling  is  of  various  kinds  end  various 
degrees ;  some  minds  receiving  a  colour  from  the  objects 
annuid  them,  like  the  effects  of  the  sunbeams  playing 
thnmgb  a  prism,  and  others,  like  the  oameleon,  having  no 
colours  of  their  own,  take  just  the  colours  of  what 
ohsoees  to  be  nearest  them.  And  it  must  be  observed, 
that  the  greater  d^ree  a  man  is  accustomed  to  assume  of 
artifidsl  feeling,  the  more  probability  is  there  that  he  has 
no  character  of  hia  own  on  which  we  can  depend,  unless 
indeed  he  be  bom  of  an  uncommon  degree  of  firmness ; 
henoe  it  is  that  the  French,  who  are  celebrated  as  the 
poBteat  people  in  Europe,  and,  in  conformity  with  the 
ideas  which  I  have  just  now  mentioned,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  perpetual  comedians,  have  the  least  original 
diancter,  and  have  been  censured  as  fickle  and  Mne ; 
whereas  the  English,  who  have  a  plain  bluntness  of 
behaviour,  are  truly  a  nation  of  originals,  and  are  aniver- 
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sally  allowed  to  be  remarkably  honest.  But,  laying  aside 
natural  prejudice  and  judging  candidly,  we  must  confess 
that  the  politeneas  of  the  French  makes  them  much 
happier ;  because,  from  the  continued  hsbit  of  working 
themselves  into  an  agreeable  frame,  into  complacency  and 
self-satisfoction,  they  actually  enjoy  those  blessings ;  and 
the  felseness  for  which  they  are  censured  is  not  tainted 
with  malignity,  for  it  is  only  Tolatility  and  changeableness. 

I  have  said  that  to  assume  a  borrowed,  fictitious,  or 
external  character  is  apt  to  make  a  man  have  no  cha- 
racter of  his  own,  except  he  has  an  uncommon  degree  of 
firmness.  This  exception  has  been  observed  to  hold  true 
in  several  celebrated  men  in  different  departments  of 
human  life.  Epaminondaa,  one  of  the  first  generals  that 
ever  lived,  was  at  the  same  time  a  man  of  the  most  en- 
gaging manners.  The  Archbishop  of  Cambray  could  unite 
to  the  strongest  character  of  piety  all  the  elegance  of  a 
French  courtier.  Each  of  those  great  men  could  assume 
an  external  character  without  hurting  his  own.  It  is 
needless  to  give  many  instances ;  they  will  readily  occur 
to  those  who  have  read  the  lives  of  illustrious  men,  though 
even  of  these  there  will  be  but  a  part,  for  there  have  been 
illustrious  men,  and  perhaps  our  own  age  can  show  such, 
who  had  no  character  of  their  own,  but  have  actually 
been  transmuted  into  various  characters  according  to 
times  and  circumstances;  illustrious  men,  of  whom  we 
may  say  in  a  figurative  and  extravagant  style,  what  Mr. 
David  Hume  very  sincerely  says  of  man  in  general,  that 
"  they  are  nothing  but  a  bundle  of  perceptions ;"  a  saying 
not  more  attended  with  utility,  a  favourite  principle  of 
that  gentleman,  than  sure  of  a  ready  assent  by  every  man 
of  sound  sense. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  illustrate  this  curious 
subject  as  well  as  I  can ;  but  I  own  sincerely,  with  much 
doubt  and  difiidence ;  and  the  more  I  have  thought  of  the 
subject  the  greater  is  my  wish  that  Mr.  Garrick  would 
give  us  such  an  Essay  as  I  have  mentioned  in  a  former 
part  of  this  paper.  The  Stbatfohd  Jubilee  convinced 
both  the  world  and  himself  how  much  his  powers  of 
writing  are  able  to  perform  when  he  is  forced  to  exert 
them.  I  would  therefore  hope,  that  while  retired  in  bia 
elegant  bower  at  Hampton,  that  love  of  fame  which  bath 
ever  wanned  his  breast  with  so  ardent  and  unremitting  a 
glow,  may  prompt  him  to  leave  to  succeeding  ages  aa 
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account  of  that  art  the  effects  of  which  have  been  so 
wonderful  in  this.  Cardinal  Alberoni's  "  Political  Tes- 
tsoient"  is  not  more  valuable  in  its  kind  than  would  be 
Mr.  Garrick's  "  Theatrical  Teatatnent." 


The  stage  being  an  object  of  much  attention  amongst 
US,  we  haTe  had  several  literary  productions  relative  to 
the  art  of  acting.  Addison  and  Steele,  and  their  friends, 
gave  a  sanction  and  a  gracefulness  to  the  theatre,  by  the 
attention  which  they  paid  it  from  time  to  time  with  clas- 
sical duance  in  the  Spectator,  Tatler,  and  Guardian. 
CoUey  Gibber's  Apology  for  his  own  Life,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  books  tJiat  ever  was  written,  contains  many 
ineenious  observations ;  but  CoUey,  who  had  a  consider- 
able dash  of  the  spirit  of  Montague,  was  too  volatile  to 
enter  deeply  into  any  subject,  and  his  remarks,  however 

Sist  and  agreeable,  are  not  profound.  The  Lives  of  the 
ritish  Actors  and  Actresses,  by  his  son  Theophllus,  are 
not  without  their  share  of  merit,  though  much  inferior 
to  the  style  of  the  father.  Dr.  Hill's  "  Actor,  or  a  Treatise 
on  the  Art  of  Playing,"  is  none  of  the  worst  productions 
of  that  multifarious  author ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
players  may  learn  many  useful  lessons  from  it,  while  his 
other  readers,  who  compose  the  audience  at  our  theatres, 
may  be  assisted  to  judge  with  more  candour  and  discern- 
ment. I  have  read  some  years  ago  a  performance,  entitled, 
"  An  Essay  on  Theatricu  Expression  in  Tragedy ; "  and, 
according  to  my  recollection,  it  is  the  most  ingenious  and 
philosophical  performance  that  we  have  upon  the  subject 
of  actiog. 

Nor  ^ve  we  had  only  prose  performances  on  this  sub- 
ject, for  there  has  been  more  poetry  written  upon  it  of 
late  years  than  one  would  inuwine.  The  first  thing  in 
that  way  that  I  remember  is  "  l^e  Art  of  Acting,'^  a  poem 
by  a  young  gentleman,  published  by  Francis  Stamper,  a 
low  comedian  of  great  merit,  who  played  many  years  at 
the  Edinburgh  Theatre,  and  died  in  that  city.  Next  came 
"  The  Actor,  an  epistle  to  Bonnell  Thornton,  by  Robert 
Lloyd } "  a  poem  of  acknowledged  merit.  Mr,  Lloyd  holds 
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the  nme  fiyitem  with  regoxd  to  the  pkyen  that  I  have 
attempted  to  illustrate. 

"  Or  fbal,  or  moBiroh,  htpp;  or  dtitraM«d, 
No  actor  plMMi  tb«t  i*  not  poMMt'd." 

A  little  after  appeared  Churchill's  "  Rosdad,  a  poem," 
temporary  in  its  subject,  but  so  fortuble  in  its  expression 
and  harmonious  in  its  numbers  as  to  brine  its  author  at 
once  into  very  great  popular  reputation,  before  ever  he 
attached  himself  to  the  popular  party,  then  bo  violent  in 
opposition  to  the  court ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  many  pas- 
aages  of  that  poem  viU  be  read  with  satasAwtion  in  after- 
times.  The  great  snocesB  of  the  Roaciad  roused  other 
men  of  genius  to  exert  their  poetical  talenta  in  the  sama  ex- 
traordinary style.  Hence  arose  "  Thespis,"  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
which,  though  it  had  not  the  Herculean  vigour  of  ChnFchiU, 
had  more  correctness,  and  many  beanties.  I  moat  also 
mention,  the  Covent  Garden  Rosdad,  the  Bational 
Rosciad,  and  Momus's,  the  Roaciad  of  Mr.  Foote*a 
theatre ;  for  the  more  numerous  the  literary  perfaimanotn 
upon  the  subject,  the  more  must  it  appear  an  object  of 
general  attention. 

As  another  proof  upon  this  head,  and  Indeed  a  ttrong 
proof,  it  may  be  observed,  that  idl  oar  periodical  publica- 
tions, our  magaaines,  and  newspapers,  are  oocantmally 
seasoned  with  entertaining  remarks  on  our  different  th^ 
atrical  performers,  and  even  with  verses  in  thcur  pnuM. 
Mr.  Whitehead,  ^e  present  poet  laureat,  hath  written 
some  very  pretty  verses  in  honour  of  Mr.  Gairick,  Mia, 
Gibber,  and  Mrs.  Pritcbard ;  they  are  printed  in  Dodsley** 
Collection.  By  these  strains  of  panegyric  on  theatrical 
majesty  the  courtly  Bard  prepared  himself  for  nobkr 
numbers, 

"  A  leader  yet,  «ad  jet « lowbw  itmln,'' 

to  celebrate  the  real  royalty  of  Great  Britain. 

There  is  a  monthly  publication,  called  the  "  Dnunatlo 
Censor,**  which  contains  some  very  good  observations  on 
the  performance  of  many  of  the  fevonrite  characters  on 
our  stage.  I  wish  it  success ;  and  hope  that  the  &voar 
of  the  public  will  not  be  wanting  to  meourage  im- 
provements upon  it.  A  judicious  and  impart^  theatrical 
censor  must  be  of  considerable  service  to  onr  players. 
We  aU  remember  the  excellent  humourous  account  wnieh 
the  Spectator  gives  of  the  IVunkmaker,  who  sat  in  the 
gallery  in  his  time,  and  distributed  with  a  large  oaten 
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stick  his  spplatue  and  censore  to  the  performers  on  the 
stage,  with  constant  and  unchallenged  propriety.  I  wish 
we  had  sach  a  Hterary  trunknaker,  who  would  from  time 
to  timfl  publish  his  remarks ;  the;  woold  not  only  be  of 
serrice  to  onr  present  players,  but  would  preserve  many 
curious  and  useful  hints  for  future  performers.  There 
we  many  minute  oircumstances  In  the  exhibition  of  a 
character  upon  the  stage,  which  do  not  appear  from  read- 
ing the  poet,  but  must  be  supphed  by  the  player,  from 
his  obserrationa  of  human  life.  These  minute  drcum- 
stances  may  he  preserved  in  a  theatrical  review;  as  a 
gallery  of  pictures  in  the  dresses  of  the  times  gives  us  a 
uvely  idea  of  the  appearance  of  our  ancestors. 

"  lAfc'i  mning  plctmni,  weU  wrooght  plajv," 
as  the  author  of  "  The  Spleen,"  a  poem,  ingeniously  styles 
them,  would  be  still  more  lively,  if  every  little  article  of 
manners  in  every  bhaiacter  were  preserved ;  and  if  not 
preserved  by  writing,  many  characteristical  minutia  must 
fade  away  with  the  age  which  gave  them  birth,  and  be 
totally  forgotten  in  aftertimes,  so  that  posterity  shall 
wonder  why  their  forefethers  were  so  higmy  entertained 
with  characters,  which  they  indeed  think  divertinE,  but 
cannot  percdve  in  them  such  excellent  subjects  of  risi- 
bility. 

As  I  purpose  to  treat  only  of  the  pwfession  of  a  player, 
I  am  not  to  enter  upon  the  wide  field  of  the  drama  itself 
concerning  which  so  much  has  been  written  in  vuious 
ways.  Some  have  treated  it  merely  as  an  ohjeot  of  criti- 
cism, others  as  the  subject  of  moral  and  political  disquisi- 
tion ;  and  of  the  latter  class  of  writers,  some  extoUing  it 
as  a  school  of  virtue  and  refinement  of  manners,  others 
declaiming  against  it,  as  a  seminary  of  debaucherv  and 
Idleness,  It  may  easily  be  perceived  what  my  opinion  is 
upon  the  autijecti  by  my  having  pud  so  great  attention  to 
the  performers. 

Jeremv  Collier  of  the  last  age,  and  Jean  Jacques  Koua- 
seau  of  this,  two  writers  of  as  different  a  complexion  as 
can  well  be  imagined,  have,  in  their  attacks  upon  the 
stage,  both  agreed  in  decrying  the  profession  of  a  player, 
and  in  representing  it  as  incompatible  with  moral  recti- 
tude. D'Alembert  has  shown  himself  the  judicious  and 
elegant  apologist  of  the  players, ;  and  I  would  recommend 
to  every  one  who  is  prejudiced  against  them  to  read  what 
he  has  written. 
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For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  the  pro- 
fession of  a  player  should  corrupt  the  morals  more  Uian 
any  other.  If  it  is  the  dissimilation  necessary  to  assume 
a  feigned  character  that  is  thought  so  hurtful,  I  flatter 
mye^  that  I  have  shewn  that  the  art  of  a  player  is  not 
dissimulation,  but  a  mysterious  power  of  heing  to  a  certain 
degree  the  character  which  he  represents.  If  it  is  the 
assuming  bad  characters  that  is  to  corrupt  his  own,  surely 
that  may  be  counterpoised  by  his  assuming  good  cha- 
racters J  and  it  will  not  be  denied  that  our  plays  afford  an 
equal  number  of  characters  eminently  virtuous,  as  of 
characters  eminently  vicious.  Besides,  if  my  theory  is 
admitted,  the  player  himself — his  own  character — still 
remains  entire,  and,  in  the  warmest  scene  of  the  druna, 
can  in  some  measure  pass  a  conscious  judgment  on  the 
character  which  he  is  representing. 

In  considering  the  profession  of  a  player,  people  seem 
to  forget  that  it  is  a  profession  as  laborious,  and  perhaps 
more  so,  than  either  law,  physic,  or  divinity.  People  see 
players  appear  upon  the  stage  with  all  the  advant^es  of 
dress  and  ornaments,  amidst  the  united  brilliancy  of  paint- 
ing, gilding,  and  every  other  theatrical  decoration,  enli- 
vened with  the  lustre  of  artificial  lights,  arranged  in  the 
most  beautiful  manner;  they  hear  them  talk  with  ease 
and  fluency  in  every  style;  and  such  is  the  agreeable  de- 
lusion, that  they  are  ready  to  look  upon  them  as  a  set  of 
beings  who  exist  only  in  grandeur,  or  in  gaiety,  in  enjoy- 
ing a  reciprocation  of  entertainment  and  applause.  But 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  studying  a  part  is  a  very 
hard  study ;  that  fixing  in  tJie  memory  the  mere  words  of 
a  character  requires  much  appUcatiou,  and  that  a  great 
deal  more  is  required  to  form  a  just  conception  of  tiie 
spirit  of  the  character,  to  determine  what  expressions  of 
voice  and  gesture  will  best  become  the  various  speeches 
and  situations,  and  even  to  devise  and  settle  the  lesser 
graces  and  requisites  necessary  for  the  complete  exhibition. 
Very  great  must  he  the  labour  in  preparing  for  the  first 
appearance  in  any  character;  and  that  labour  most  be 
renewed  previous  to  each  repeated  appearance  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree,  in  proportion  to  the  intervals  between  the 
appearances,  and  in  proportion  to  the  anxiety  which  a 
player  has  to  improve. 

When  we  take  into  our  consideration,  then,  the  great 
application  whiidi  a  player  must  have  at  home,  as  also  the 
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asridnity  with  which  he  must  attend,  and  aa  it  were  sketch 
over  bis  part  at  rehearsals,  we  shall  find  that  he  has  very 
little  yacant  time  to  employ  in  vicious  pursuits  ;  and  we 
most  consider  that  the  actresses  are  as  much  obliged  to 
give  application  and  attendance  to  the  duties  of  their  pro- 
fession aa  the  actors  are ;  so  that  in  reality  there  are  very 
few  ladies  out  of  the  widls  of  a  convent  whose  time  is  so 
regularly  portioned  out,  and  whose  minds  are  so  occupied 
with  innocent  subjects  as  theirs. 

If  an  appeal  be  made  to  facts,  which  no  doubt  is  the 
best  method  of  determining  any  point,  I  can  with  pleasure 
fix  my  eyes  on  many  instances  of  worthy  and  virtuous 
characters  of  both  sexes,  who  have  followed  the  profession 
of  a  player  with  success.  That  there  have  been  many 
people  of  bad  characters  upon  the  stage,  has  been  owing 
to  the  groundless  prejudice  which  has  prevailed  against 
the  profession  of  a  player ;  so  that  people  of  genius,  who 
had  lost  their  characters,  betook  themselves  to  it.  From 
them  the  characters  of  all  players  were  indiscriminately 
condemned,  and  it  required  uncommon  resolution  for  a 
person  of  real  good  character  to  exert  distinguished  talents 
in  that  sphere.  But,  as  the  prejudice  against  the  profession 
of  a  player  is  fading  away,  we  may  expect  that  it  will  every 
day  grow  more  and  more  respectable,  and  consequently 
that  the  characters  of  those  who  practise  it  will  be  more 
and  more  chaste.  Then  may  we  hope  to  see  our  players 
treated  with  a  just  decency  and  politeness,  and  secured 
agtunst  affronts  from  sport  or  malevolence,  the  fear  of 
which  too  often  debases  them  to  an  abject  submission  to 
the  iU-bred  and  riotous  part  of  their  audience. 

Players,  one  should  think,  must  be  very  entertaining 
companions.  Such  are  generally,  and  with  justice,  reck- 
oned so,  who  have,  as  the  phrase  is,  seen  a  great  deal  of 
die  world,— -that  is  to  say,  of  human  life.  Players  may  be 
redconed  to  have  that  advantage  in  a  great  degree,  as  it  ia 
their  business  to  exhibit  the  various  scenes  of  human  life 
veluii  in  specula.  In  order  to  this,  they  are  furnished  with 
views  of  the  world  drawn  by  the  ablest  masters.  They 
have  the  dramatic  poets,  as  skilful  guides,  to  point  out  to 
them  what  is  woiihy  of  observation,  to  select  for  them 
amidst  the  infinite  diversity  of  objects,  and  to  inspire  them 
with  taste  and  spirit  to  rehsh  what  is  selected.  Then  their 
memories  are  necessarily  stored  with  tales  of  every  sort, 
with  innumerable  characters,  with  moral  and  philosophical 
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reflectiona,  vith  rollies  of  witand  faumonr,  poetical  imagety 
and  sprightly  repartee.  Accordingly,  the  conTarsatiDn  of 
many  of  them — from  the  days  of  Betterton  and  Diok  Eaat- 
court,  down  to  the  present  time — faaa  been  acknowledged 
by  the  best  jadgea  to  be  very  agreeable.  Some  pkven^ 
indeed,  like  some  among  other  men  of  g;eiuaB,  will  be 
found  doll  companions  enough  till  pat  in  ^tation )  like 
some  race  horses,  who  are  reatire  and  good  for  nothing 
till  warmed  by  velocity  of  motion.  And  some  players  are 
sbaolnte  pedants,  and,  not  having  judgment  enough  to 
manage  tneir  store  of  fine  tilings,  inatuul  of  intermixing 
dramatic  anecdotes  and  sayings  at  proper  intervals,  rive 
as  a  perpetual  rodomontade,  an  absurd  string  of  speeotes 
from  playa,  to  supply  the  purpose  of  ordinary  dialagoe. 

If  die  Abb£  Du  Bos's  system  be  true,  that  the  hap- 
pinesa  of  man  consists  in  having  his  mind  agitated,  players 
must  be  of  all  mankind  the  most  happy,  aa  in  the  exerciae 
of  their  profession  they  are  agitated  in  all  the  varietv  of 
which  human  nature  is  capable ;  and  if  the  length  of  life, 
as  those  who  are  studious  of  metaphysical  refinement 
maintain,  is  to  be  estimated  by  the  time  m  which  we  have 
been  senaible  of  activity  of  mind,  the  livea  of  players  are 
much  longer  than  those  of  any  other  class  of  mortals. 

There  is  aomething  very  curioas  and  ioterestang  in  con- 
sidering  that  players,  who  have  entertained  na  so  mueh, 
mast  at  last  die,  like  other  men.  Mr.  Pope  has  been 
stmck  with  such  a  reflection,  and  applied  it  to  the  poets, 
in  these  beautiful  lines : — 

"  Foeti  UumuelvM  must  ttU  like  thou  thej  mug  : 
Deaf  the  pnla'd  ear  and  mate  the  tuneful  tangae ; 
E'enbewhoMioidiiawmeltiiD  monninil  Uyi, 
ShaU  tbortlf  want  the  gsnaroni  tear  he  pay*." 

The  reflection  is  still  more  striking  when  applied  to  the 
ayers ;  for  how  carious  is  it  to  think  that  they  who 
ive  so  often  coanterfeited  death,  and  again  appeared  in 
all  the  lively  activity  and  cheerfulness  of  life,  must  at  last 
arrive  at  that  awful  scene  when  life  is  to  be  no  more ; 
when  they  are  really  to  die ;  when  those  features  which 
have  been  so  often  employed  to  express  the  varieties  of 
haman  emotion  and  passion  must  be  convulsed  with  the 
agonies  of  dissolution ;  when  those  oi^ns  of  speech  which 
have  touched  so  many  hearts  must  for  ever  be  dumb  { 
when  those  who  have  animated  auch  a  multiplicity  <^ 
charactera  must  sink  into  cold  insensibility.    I  question 
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if  ill  that  awful  scene  any  player  ever  was  able  to  exert 
Ids  peculiar  talents.  I  fancy  every  one  of  them  must 
then  say  in  the  afiiscting  words  of  my  Lord  Lyttelton's 
proline, 

"  AJm  ]  I  (bal  I  im  no  actoi  hen," 
"nio  first  lines  of  the  brewell  fipilojpie  spoken  by  Mrs. 
Pritchard  on  her  taking  leave  of  the  theatre,  after  per- 
forming the  character  of  Lady  Macbeth,  have  a  most 
pathetic  soleomity — 


Bat  how  much  more  pathetic  and  solemn  may  we  figure 
the  farewell  words  of  a  player  upon  a  death-bed  to  he  ? 
No  player  can  tell  by  which  of  the  various  modes  of  death 
be  is  to  quit  this  mortal  stage ;  and  therefore  cannot  have 
aoT  aet  speech  composed  for  the  occasion.  Poor  Theo- 
philua  Ciober  was  drowned  by  a  dreadful  shipwreck  in 
bis  passage  to  Ireland.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  his  "  Lives 
of  the  Poets,"  he  boasts  his  having  excelled  in  the  part  of 
Meliaander  in  Thomson's  Agamemnon.  He  quotes  a 
speech  in  which  we  find,  after  telling 

"  Soma  miduJ^t  rnffiani  mtli'd  inbi  mj  chunbtr,  &c.," 

the  following  lines  ; 

"  Sodden  they  idi'd,  tnd,  mnffled  op  in  dtrknm, 
8m1^  boi«  me  to  the  to,  wboae  Initint  pray 
I  dHA  conclnda  mndf,  wben  fint  iraund 
Tha  ihlp  Biunoor  d  1  heud  the  chiding  louod." 

little  did  he  think  that  the  alarming  situation  here  de- 
scribed would  one  day  be  realised  to  him,  and  that  he 
was  indeed  to  become  the  prey  of  the  sea. 

In  the  awful  scene  of  death,  players  must  submit  to 
the  common  lot  of  humanity.  They  must  suffer  like  the 
rest  of  their  fellow-crestores,  and  like  them  flutter  with 
mingled  hopes  and  fears.  In  that  awful  scene  they  must 
be  Impressed  with  a  conviction  that  they  are  to  appear 
before  a  tribunal  where  they  will  be  judged  "  accordmg  to 
the  deeds  done  in  the  body,"  according  as  they  have 
acted  as  men ;  and  must  depend  for  consolation  upon 
that  Divine  Being  **  whose  mercy  is  over  all  his  other 
works." 
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Of  this  learned  and  able  antiquary  a  memoir 
will  be  found  in  the  "  Literary  Anecdotes,"  vol.  I. 
p.  577,  and  a  character  of  him  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Cole,  p.  678,  and  numerous  notices  occur  in  many 
parts  of  that  work  (see  General  Index,  vol.  VII. 
pp.  13,  605).  Also  in  the  literary  Illustrations.* 
He  was  educated  at  Westminster  and  Eton,  and 
was  the  correspondent  of  Mr.  Harmer,  Dr.  Farmer, 
Rev.  James  Granger,  Mr.  Gough,  Mr.  Daines  Bar- 
rington,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Nichols,  Bishop  Percy, 
and  most  of  the  literary  antiquaries  of  his  day. 
Like  the  friend  last  mentioned,  he  became  blind  in 
his  old  age ;  but  that  misfortune  did  not,  in  either 
of  them,  extinguish  or  scarcely  abate  their  zeal  for 
literature.  He  was  also  intimate  with  Gray  the 
poet.  His  epitaph  in  Barrow  Church,  Suffolk,  ac- 
curately and  concisely  describes  his  history : — 

"  Near  this  place  is  interred  tlie  body  of  the  Rev.  Qeorge 
Ashby,  B.D.  and  F.S.A.,  Rector  of  this  parish,  son  of 
EdwanI  Asliby  (by  Elizabeth-Judith,  daughter  of  Robert 
Lock,  of  Dinton,  in  Wiltshire],  of  an  ancient  Leicestershire 
family ;  who  was  bom  5  Dec.  1724»  and  died  12  June,  1808. 
He  was  for  many  years  President  of  St.  John's  CoU^e, 
Cambridge,  by  which  Societv  he  was  presented  to  this 
living  in  17/4 ;  and  in  17S0  oDtained,  by  the  friendship  of 
Dr.  Ross,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  the  rectory  of  Stanafield,  in 
Suffolk.  For  some  years  previous  to  his  death  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  become  blind;  but,  as  a  critical  scholar  and 
an  antiquary,  he  left  many  testimonials  of  superior  abilities. 

'-  Mrs.  Hannah  Ashby,  sister  of  the  Kev.  George  Ashby, 
died  1  May,  1808,  aged  79. 

"  Thomas  Lyas,  of  Barrow,  the  constant  companion  and 
amanuensis  of  the  Rev.  G.  Ashby,  for  the  space  of  23 
years,  and  at  last  his  testamentary  heir,  with  all  respect 
and  gratitude  inscribes  this  marble  to  his  memory.** 
•  Sm  vol  III.  431,  T.  330,  TI.  2»8,  S4B,  882. 
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To  the  Eev.  T.  Pbbct. 

"Dbab  Sib, 
"  Mr,  Browne  and  Mr.  Baker  tell  me  ttist  the  Collie 
will  not  object  to  the  having  the  Howard  Book  printed.  I 
examined  the  volume ;  it  consists  of  607  folio  pages,  about 
32  lines,  more  or  less,  in  each  page.  The  press  cannot 
be  set  from  the  original ;  therefore  the  whole  should  be 
transcribed  by  some  careful  and  intelligent  person— no 
common  writa  could  make  it  out.  "  G.  Abhby," 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rkv,  Mr.  Asbbt  to  Rbv.  T. 

Pbbcy,  28  Oct.  1769,  on  the  Northumbeikud 

Household  Book. 

"  On  Aw  Lordthi^a  Diet. 

"Hiat  he  certainly  eat  things,  such  as  sea-gulls  and  sea- 

pyes,  which  the  poorest  men  in  the  fens  would  not  think 

of  touching  now,  v.  infra.    So  the  D.  of  Norfolk,  in  the 

curious  account  of  his  house-keeping,  preserved  in  Pem- 

broke-haU,  eats  porpoises,  &c.     See  also  Pennant,  iii.  p. 

53.     The  bittern,  indeed,  after  being  long  neglected,  ts 

rose  into  a  delicacy.     Sir  John  Hawluns  saith  the  bytern 

must  be  Head. 

"  2.  That  some  birds,  as  knots  and  dotterells,  were 
probably  much  more  plentiful  than  now,  or  they  need  have 

S'ven  no  directions  about  buying  them.     See  Pennant's 
r.  Zool.  504,  367,  49',  492. 

<*  3.  Their  want  of  taste  and  spirit  in  hesitating  about 
pving  a  peny  for  a  teal,  who  did  not  scruple  to  give  two 
pence  for  a  mallard,  p.  104. 

"  4.  That  the  book  rather  contiuns  the  contracts  entered 
into  by  my  Lord  and  his  servants  for  the  ezpences  of  the 

Gar  to  come  than  the  actual  housekeeping ;  in  which,  I 
lieve,  the  Norfolk  account  has  the  advantage. 
"V.sigira.  Sea-gulls.  SirJ.HawkinssMth, 'Beinginthe 
Straits  of  Magellan,  the  young  gulls  was  one  of  the  dett- 
catest  foods  that  I  have  eaten  m  all  my  life  4'  in  the  same 

Slace  liods  fault  with  the  ducks  as  inferior  to  our  own; 
ut  Sir  J.  Narborough  in  the  same  place  had  so  good  a 
stomach  as  to  find  foxes  and  kites  very  good."* 

I  poHMi  hi*  interiemd  lin- 
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Rev.  Q,  AtHBY  to  Bp.  Percy. 

"  Dbab  Sir,  Cambridge,  St.  Jobn'i,  13  Dm.  1773. 

"  Mr.  HolmeB  was  so  kind  as  to  shew  jiw  yo«r  copy  of 
f  Peeblei  to  tba  Play,'  and  I  aonbbled  soma  tbinga  on  a 
distinct  piece  of  paper.  Yesterday  I  read  *  Cbriaf  a  Kirk 
on  the  Green;'  and  was  auFprised  to  find  not  only  the 
jtame  words,  but  sucb  a  aanienesB  of  turn  in  the  design^-^ 
viz.  4  figbting  for  no  rewon  iJiat  one  could  Beef-^-^hat  one 
should  think  both  had  the  same  author.  Howevar,  Peflbtea 
must  be  wrote  first,  being  quoted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Other,  I  think  there  are  few  vords  which  are  not  in  the 
<  Polemo-Middinio,'  or  Glossary  to  Gawin  Douglas. 

"  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  these  books,  or  else  I  could 
lend  them  to  you.  I  desire  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Percy, 
and  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

''  QzouoM  AaaBY. 

"Dear  Sir,  St.  John'*  College,  Dec.  21,  1773. 

"  I  repent  that  I  did  not  take  the  liberty  of  carrying  off 
the  old  song,  but  I  must  desire  you  will  clear  up,  aooner 
or  later,  my  doubts  about  its  author  and  antiquity ;  for,  a^ 
it  appears  to  me  full  brother  to  '  Christ's  Kirk  on  a  Day,' 
and  probably  to  'Falkland  on  the  Green,'  both  from 
language  and  composition,  1  should  choose  to  give  thept 
all  to  one  author  j  not  readily  conceiving  that  the  Scotch 
bngunge  should  have  continued  so  csactiy  the  same  from 
1440  to  1540.  Mr.  Walpole,  though  he  gives  to  James 
the  First  one  book  of  Scotch  sonnets,  without  naming  any 
or  seeming  to  know  that  more  than  one  remains,  yet  says 
nothing  of  our  song.  The  New  Edinburgh  Magazine  is 
equally  silent.  The  changes  in  the  English  language  were 
very  considerable  in  that  time.  The  Glossary  to  Doug- 
las is  a  very  long  one,  greatly  owing  to  the  fluctuating 
orthography  or  rather  spelling.  Please  to  observe  that  n 
and  u,  and  c  and  t  are  alike  in  old  MSS. 

"  Bishop  Nicolson's  '  Scottish  Historian/  p.  55,  fol. 
from  T.  Major's  '  History  of  Scotland,'  1. 6,  c.  14,  sperifiea 
two  famous  composures  of  James  the  P^rst,  which  began 
with  'Yas  Sen,"  8tc,,  and  'At  Beltayn.' 

«  Will  '  Yas  Sen '  turn  out  '  Falkland  on  tlie  Green  f ' 
I  shall  think  you  lucky  if  you  can  complete  the  triga. 
I  see  Nicolson's  account  is  copied  froti)   M^Q'-     Mm}>. 
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kenue,  torn.  1,  p.  305,  has  sereral  pages  on  James  the 
First }  but,  though  he  profeBsea  to  write  of  authors,  he 
doea  not  partioukriBe  any  one  of  his  works,  except  his 
panegyric  on  his  mistress-queen.  At  p.  SOS  he  mentioiis 
Thoouu)  Varoye,  who  wrote  De  Prtelio  Octerhernensi. 

"By  the  by,  I  wonder  G.  Dourias  never  uses  Beltan, 
ptttioularly  in  his  description  of  May.  Buchanan,  10, 5^, 
'  Carmina  Latina,  ut  illnd  erat  sseoulum,  rudia  ex  tempore 
fandebat.  jfnglico  quidem  sermone  poemata  ab  eo  con> 
soripttt  nonnulU  adhuo  extant ;  in  qaibus  ingenii  prasstantia 
•lucet,  expoUtior  doctrina  fortasae  reqniratar.'  This  does 
not  answer  well  to  our  song. 

«  Among  the  Yelverton  MSS.  Vol.  liXXII.  fo.  23,  is 
'  Extrac.  ex  Hist.  Jac.  V,  Regis  Scotornm.'  I  find  uotJiing 
mora  of  our  Second  James  in  Cat.  Cod.  MSS.,  Anglite,  Sta. 
Is  there  anything  in  Harlelsn  Collections,  or  in  Demster's 
Aoooont  of  Sootoh  Writers  ?  Not  in  last,  I  tiiink.  The 
cariosity  of  the  two  songs  being  so  like  in  language  and 
eomposition  (if  it  appears  so  to  you],  deserves  a  note. 
Was  the  latter  wrote  expressly  in  imitation  of  his  proge- 
nitor, whose  work  or  works  ha  mentions  professedly  at 
setting  out }  Pray,  consider  an  observation  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson,  that  immediately  precedes  Sir  Thomas  More'a 
tale  in  Introduction  to  Dictionary.  1  awn  I  do  not  uo- 
derstand  it.  I  can  easily  see  why  the  colloquial  part  of  a 
lBi^;aage  that  has  obtained  among  the  people  in  general 
should  change  I&bs  or  slower  than  the  fancies,  conceits,  or 
affectation  of  a  court,  or  a  few  learned  men,  each  of  which 
bums  with  an  envy  of  innovating,  if  not  of  inventing,  a 
language.  I  make  no  doubt  of  there  being  less  difiierence 
between  the  cookmud's  talk  at  Northumberland  House 
now  and  in  King  Charles's  time,  or  the  cook's  at  Easton, 
than  between  your  style  and  Mr.  Evelyn's.  Is  this  the 
doctor's  meaning?  The  word  *  disused  '  puzzles  me.  If 
you  publish  '  Christ's  Kirk,'  &c.,  please  to  remember  that 
the  Glossary  to  Q.  Douglas  does  not  allow  that  Gibson 
waa  always  right  j  vide  Funiler,  In  an  Essay  on  the  Anti- 
quity of  the  Irish  Language,  being  a  collation  of  it  with  the 
Punic,  Dublin,  1772,  p.  19,  the  chief  deity  of  the  Car- 
thaginians was  Baal,  Beal,  or  Bel,  tlie  Sun,  to  whom  they 
oflisrcd  human  sacrifices  ;  so,  too,  of  the  heathen  Irish  : 
afterwards  both  substituted  that  of  beasts. 

**  The  month  of  May  is  to  this  day  named  'm  Beal 
teinne,'  i.  e,  the  month  of  Seal's  fire ;  and  the  first  day  of 
2  C2 


,..d:,i.  Google 


388  ILLUSTRATIONS    OF   LITERATURE. 

May  is  called  '  la  Beal  tienne,'  i.  e.  the  day  of  Deal's  fire. 
These  lires  were  lighted  on  the  summits  of  hills,  in  honour 
of  the  Sun :  many  hills  in  Ireland  still  retun  the  name  of 
'  cnoc-ffrecM,'  i.  e.  the  hill  of  the  sun ;  and  on  all  these 
are  to  be  seen  the  ruins  of  Drvidiah  altars.  On  tliat  day 
the  Drwd»  drove  all  the  cattle  through  the  fires  to  pre- 
serve them  from  disorders  the  ensuing  year ;  this  pagan 
custom  is  still  observed  in  Munster  and  Connau^t, 
where  the  meanest  cottager,  worth  a  cow  and  a  wisp  of 
.  straw,  practises  the  same  on  the  first  day  of  May,  and 
with  the  same  superstitious  ideas.  The  old  Irish  name  of 
the  year  is '  Bealaine,'  now  corrupted  into  'Bliadhain,'  i,  t. 
the  circle  of  Beltu,  or  of  the  Sun ;  yet,  p.  15,  he  says  mi 
is  a  compound  negative.  But,  talcing  no  notice  of  this, 
which  may  be  right,  the  account  of  Beltain  seems*  in 
point,  whether  Funic,  Druidical,  &c. 

"  The  book  is  one  of  the  strangest  I  ever  saw.  Many 
&ults  in  incidental  matters  plainly  appear  j  the  reasoning, 
too,  is  bad.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say  anything  of  the 
main  question,  except  that  all  languages  have  many  wordi 
aUke,  as  if  they  were  universal  raditmls ;  and  some  have 
attempted  lately  to  collect  them,  which  I  think  would  be 
useful,  because,  unless  two  languages  had  an  agreement 
in  other  words  besides  these,  the  proof  might  be  rejected. 
How  do  many  languages  agree  in  the  numerals,  &c.  that 
nobody  supposes  to  have  any  real  agreement  throu^oat? 
Boethius  (miose  Scotch  you  will  like  to  see)  and  Bishop 
I^she  both  speak  more  intelligibly  and  favourably  of 
James  the  First's  poetical  talents,  Boethius  also  describes 
the  battle  of  Piperdene,  between  Percy  and  Douglas,  in 
which  a  kraght  of  the  name  of  Percy  was  taken  or  killed, 
I  forget  which. 

"  What  could  induce  the  Glasgow  printers,  within 
these  five  or  ten  years,  to  print  the  Polemomiddi&ia  in 
an  handsome  4to.  by  itself,  and  without  a  single  note } 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

"  Oeokge  Ashby. 

"  H«T,  Dr.  Pmcj,  EMtoD." 

"  Dbar  Sib,  St.  John'e  CollagB,  Mwch  30,  ITM. 

"  By  favour  of  Mr.  Beadon,*  who  goes  to-morrow  to 
the  Bishop  of  London's,  in  St.  James's  Square,  fronn 
whence  he  returns  in  a   fortnight,  I  send  this  packe^ 

*  Aftcrwudi  Bitbop  of  Bath  and  Weill. 
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intended  jlrincipaUy  for  your  own  amusement.  I  should 
be  glad,  wben  you  have  made  what  use  you  please  of  it, 
to  return  it,  as  it  contains  some  memoranda  for  my  own 
use.  If  you  have  not  burnt  my  effusions  on  the  '  House- 
hold Book/  I  would  desire  them,  for  the  same  reason,  as 
they  were  taken  entirely  for  my  own  use.  I  should  have 
dispatched  the  '  Reliques'  much  more  expeditiously,  and  in 
a  better  manner  too,  if  Mr.  Bryant's  book  had  not  come 
across  me ;  bovever,  I  will  go  through  the  remunder, 
and  add  some  things  in  point  from  Heame*8  Works, 
which  I  lately  ran  over. 

"  Knowing  the  sweetness  of  your  disposition,  I  cannot 
but  he  greatly  grieved  at  the  visitation  of  your  family,* 
and  beg  you  will  express  my  sense  on  that  melancholy 
occasion  to  Mrs.  Percy. 

"  My  fether,t  who  is  84,  has  lain  in  the  most  helpless 
condition  possible  for  five  months,  to  the  great  affliction 
of  his  family,  particularly  those  about  him.  His  weak- 
ness is  extreme,  yet  his  appetite  and  sleeping  both  good, 
BO  that  he  may  cootinne  a  good  while  longer. 

"  I  believe  I  have  mentioned  a  fancy  of  mine,  about  a 
new  disposition  of  your  three  volumes,  more  in  order  of 
time  or  subject ;  now  each  volume  is  lUce  a  perfect  work. 
As  you  admit  modem  ones,  query,  is  your  titie-page  just? 
I  also  mentioned  the  having  one  complete  glossary, 
besides  that  to  each  volume.  Perhaps  these  changes 
would  give  too  much  trouble,  but  I  cannot  help  pro* 
posing  every  thing  that  would  at  all  contribute  to  the 
perfection  of  a  work  that  is  so  nearly  complete. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  fMthful 

"ObOBQB  AflHBT." 


"  Dbar  Sib,  s.  ).  &  C.  April  19, 177*. 

"  I  AM  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  gracious  ac- 
ceptance of  my  effusions.  They  were  nastily  committed 
to  paper  amidst  the  serious  avocation  of  a  careful  reading 
of  Mr.  Bryant.  I  am  sensible  how  little  they  enter  into 
your  plan :  hut  I  put  them  down  merely  for  the  diversion 
of  both  of  us,  and  you  will  do  well  to  consider  them  only  aa 
such,  I  shall  he  perfectly  satisfied,  if  you  have  a  moment's 
entertainment  from  them  in  private,  as  an  offering  firom 
me  to  you  of  respect  and  friendship. 

*  Dr.  Pgrcf  htd  litdyloit  t  daughter,  noned  Heiter. 

t  Ednmnd  AihbTi  dtiiai  >ad  marelumt-tajlor,  bora  Jane  1,  l<90't 
Bunied  IS  Hbt  1720,  at  St.  Hirr  Abchorch,  to  Elii.  Jnditb  I^k.  Hv 
died  Jiti.  9, 1775,  Md  wu  buied  it  WeUingborongh. 
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"  I  should  have  thought  K.  William  Sorrel  had  only 
been  mentioned  over  drunken  cups )  but  I  find  by  tJie 
last  Edinburgh  Magazine  for  March  that  Dr.  Pitcaime 
could  atain  his  muse  with  it. 

"  Though  Milan  doth  not  stand  on  the  Po,  yet  perhaps 
all  the  rain  that  runs  through  its  streets  reijly  mns  into 
that  river ;  and  that  is  fuU  enough  for  a  songster.  I  do  not 
recollect  any  story  of  that  town,  I  furnished  yon  with  one 
iirom  IVent  and  another  from  Frankfort  (I  think)  i  there,  if 
I  remember  right,  the  Saintling  of  both  was  a  Simonin,  or 
little  Simon.  At  Lincoln  it  was  Hugh,  as  in  the  song. 
The  bard  may  have  confounded  names.  I  believe  I 
observed  before  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  its  being 
a  religious  act  of  the  whole  people :  no  crucifixion,  &o. 
but  a  secret  murder  and  burial  by  one  girl,  whose  motrre 
no  where  appears,  I  have  since  recovered  the  very  curious 
book  I  quoted  to  the  Wife  of  Bath.  It  doth  not  torn  out 
quite  so  much  to  the  point  as  I  thoughL  It  is  a  folio, 
by  Jac.  de  Theramo,  imperfectly  produced  by  Muttaire 
in  Annal.  Topogr,  ^ree  or  four  times.  From  the  mi*- 
takei  he  makes,  it  is  plain  he  never  saw  it.  It  contains 
BU  action,  carried  on  according  to  the  strict  forms  of  the 
civil  law,  which  is  all  along  carefully  quoted,  brought  by 
the  devils  against  Christ,  for  battery  ana  assault  in  fonaUy 
entering  their  premises,  breaking  their  gates,  &c.  after  his 
crudfizion.  It  is  conducted  by  Belial,  their  proctor,  in 
the  name  of  the  community.  Moses  appears  for  Chnat, 
and  Solomon  is  the  judge.  Moses  begins  by  excepting 
to  Belial's  acting,  because  an  exoommunicate.  Betial  in 
return  excepts  to  most  of  Moses's  witnesses,  aa  persons 
of  notorious  ill  fame,  and  therefore  their  testimony  inad- 
missible, such  88  Jacob,  Lot,  and  many  more,  who  are 
mentioned  in  much  the  same  terms  aa  by  yoor  Virago. 
The  witnesses  are  not  produced:  but  the  exception  ia 
meant  to  the  passages  of  Scripture  Moses  was  eqwcted 
to  produce,  and  whicb  would  be  the  words  and  acta  df  taA 
people.  A  reconciliation,  after  many  demurs  and  detours^ 
and  an  appeal  to  another  jsdge,  ia  effected  by  the  Viigio. 
These  two  circttnutsnaea,  al^wing  for  the  popery  of  the 
last  article,  are  the  only  resembling  features :  bat  the  whole 
ia  really  cnrions.  One  leading  princif^e  is  veiy  remaikaUe^ 
Belial  acts  uniformly  with  great  adroitneas,  aapplcneaa, 
and  steadiness  in  supporting  his  cause,  but  alwaya  ad- 
.dresses  Moses  with  the  utmost  deference  and  re^>M^  and 
without  ntterii^  a  sin^  hard  word ;  I  mean  an  mjunom 
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one,  whilst  Moses  is  Very  haughty  and  abusire.  This  is  a 
strange  perversion  of  well-known  characters :  for  yoor 
youngest  child  would  teU  you  that  Moaes  was  the  meekest 
of  all  men.  The  worlc  is  intended  seriously  for  the  best 
purjMses,  Tiz.  piety  and  edification ;  and  in  the  con- 
clusion 'the  auUior  desires  it  may  be  called  {ftom  its 
event) '  Consolatortum  Feccatorum.'  It  was  wrote  between 
1300  Uid  1400. 

"  I  Waa  in  hopes  of  being  in  town  this  week  to  pay  my 
respects  to  Mr.  Pennant;  but  am  unluckily  prevtmted. 
As  to  the  ooU^  book,  I  fear  as  the  mountain  wiU  not 
come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  must  detei^ne  whether  he 
will  come  to  the  mountain ;  at  least  I  should  be  glad  to 
aee  him  here. 

"  Be  to  good  as  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Peiw.     I  rejoice  at  the  improvement  of  her  health. 

"  Mr.  Aniald,*  whom  you  have  seen  at  Petworth, 
desires  his  compliments. 

"  I  am,  dear  air,  your  obliged  and  foithful  servant, 

"  Ghorge  Abhbt." 

"  Dear  Sib,  s.  j.  c.  c.  m.j  m,  it74. 

**  As  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you 
lately,  I  presume  that  yon  received  the  packet  I  sent 
about  a  month  ago  by  a  friend.  Nor  should  I  have 
troabled  you  now,  by  my  friend  Dr.  Ewin,  but  for  the 
•ake  of  mentioning  a  famous  instance  of  oly  prancing  f  in 
Mr.  Lambe'8  *  Plodden  Keld,'t  p.  34,  where  King  James, 
on  a  foot  pilgrimage,  on  account  of  his   Queen  being 

*  He  Se<r.  W.  Aruld,  ebaplsin  to  Bp.  Hard,  and  »nb. preceptor  to  the 
Mum  of  warn  ind  Zhike  of  York.  He  died  In  1B02.  See  Lilcrsry 
AModotM,  iL  704. 

t  Thii  reftn  to  ■  note  in  B  fonur  latter  of  Mr.  kAAj  to  M(.  Tftnji  in 
itUdi  Ii  the  foUowinc  note,  among  otheri,  on  "  Feeblea  to  the  Flaj." 

"  '  Otj  prance : ' — If  this  word  hu  reached  from  Scotland  to  Nortbamp- 
lOMfaiie,  and  eo&tinMi  jat  In  oae,  I  ibould  think  It  must  hare  lome  very 
gttunl  origin.  Wtiat  think  von  of  '  hoi;  pranciugs  or  earaleade*  ?  '  i  e. 
religioiu  proceuiona  on  honebacki  or  pitgriniagei,  wbidi,  when  jonmeja 
were  aeUom  taken,  and  theiexesdid  notmu  to  much  an  now,  were  at  joyous 
••  ■w*l*n  partlaa  of  pleaaoie.  (See  Chaooer  and  Enumns.)  Modem  ooo- 
■nnadcint,  when  the  joniu|  men  and  maidi  come  !mm  diiUnt  TiUuei,  are 
oftUawrt." 

Mr.  Peter  addi  u  ■  remark  on  thia  note,  "  VtryienHblt  and  (ngtaiotu." 

t  "  An  esaet  end  iHnmmatantial  Htetonr  of  the  Battle  of  Plodden,  In 
WM,  written  ebont  the  tluM  of  4.  Blfctabeth ,  in  wlueb  were  related  nanjt  pw- 
tlnkrhctinot  (obefonndiatheEngliahHiBtOTy.  FnbUahed  lh>m  a  curtDOi 
MB.  in  poaeeadon  of  John  Aikew,  ^  PaHnibnm,  in  Northnmberlandi  Etq. 
wUb  Note*  bf  Bobert  Lambe,  ticar  of  Norikam-npon -Tweed."  8to,  1774. 
Sea  a  long  Mid  fk*onnbk  Beriew  o(  it  ia  MobOI;  Beriew,  LT,  393,  and 
Anowd  B^iitor,  un.  1777,  p.  149. 
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dRDgeronsly  ill  ia  childbed,  falls  in  love  with,  &c.  (Se* 
too  p.  ISO,  L  3.) 

"I  desire  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy,  who,  I  hope, 
is  perfectly  recovered,  and  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obUged  and 
obedient,  "Gkobgb  Asbby. 

"  Bar.  Dr.  Percj,  NotthUDbBrhiiil  Hook." 

"  DkAR  Sf B,  S.  J.  C.  C.  JniM  8,  ITT4. 

**  Many  thanks  for  your  obliging  fevoor,  which  I  mast 
acknowledge  more  in  haate  than  it  deserves. 

"  Yott  distress  me  about  Alan  Perey,  by  adding,  *  then 
yon  will  have  left  me  nothing  to  desire.'  How  comes  the 
Somersetshire  dialect  into  one  of  the  poems  at  the  end  of 

*  Flodden  Fidd.'  I  have  not  the  book,  bat  I  think  it  is 
there;  but  quiere,  popish  plays  in  Edwiu^  VI.'s  time,  and 
protestant  ones,  '  ruller'a  Church  History,'  zvL,  vii.,  390, 
391,  392.  If  the  passage  about  Liord  Bute  is  p.  161,  it  is 
Tery  blameable;  he  puts  him  in  good  company  without 
alloy,  in  367.  If  I  understand  right,  he  proposes  woriung 
up  what  he  has  omitted  of  8vo.  edition  in  another  4to. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient 

"Obobob  Ajbbt. 

"  Ber.  Dr.  Pare;,  NortlmmberUiid  Haue." 

«  Dbar  Sib,  j^  s,  m*. 

'*  My  friend  the  public  orator*  g^ves  me  an  opportunity 
of  troubling  you  gratis.  I  mentioned  the  Somersetshire 
dialect  occurring  in  the  b&Uad,  in  the  notes  to  *  Flodden 
field,'  '  Sometime  in  France  a  woman  dwdt,'  and  all  I 
meant  by  it  was,  that  from  this  instance,  and  the  dialogae 
in  the  Beliques,  where  the  advocate  for  the  old  religion  is 
made  to  speak  Somersetshire,  I  suspected  they  were  noto- 
rious for  their  ignorance  and  superstttion ;  and  upon  looking 
into  the  ballad  agwn,  (which  is  so  excellent  that  I  hope  to 
see  it  in  your  collection,)  it  struck  me  that  the  first  line 
certunly  should  be  '  Sometime  nmr  Froome  a  woman 
dwelt  ;*  for  a  French-woman  must  be  very  ignorant  indeed 
to  blunder  about  the  word  Paris,  not  so  a  Zummerset- 
shire  one ;  besides,  was  she  French,  she  ought,  according 
to  our  absurd  practice,  to  speak  bad  or  broken  French. 
Nor  did  she  live  in  Froome,  because  she  went  into  the 
town  to  buy  the  cloths.     In  the  Buchanshire  Tragedy, 

*  May  every  pledge    become    my  lot,'  may  either   be 

*  Mr.  B«ad<m ;  m  p.  3B8. 
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plague,  or  pledge  become  my  plague;  they  had  juat 
pledged  with  kisses. 

"  I  ma,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient 

"  Gboboe  Ashby. 
"  P.S.  In  the  Somersetshire  song,  I  could  almost  prefer 
'  The  deril  eateh  him  and  tliee.' 

'*  Alan  Percy  has  promised  me  to  expunge  the  odious 
word,  p.  IGlj  1. 2  J  but  I  find  he  has  more  meaning  in  it  than 
we  are  aware  of;  he  must  have  received  some  slights 
From  his  lordship.  But  this  entre  ncnu,  as  yours  to  me, 
for  which  I  thauk  you, 

"  BcT.  Dr.  Vetcj,  Eaatoa  Maodnit." 

**  Dkas  Sib,  Bktow.  new  Newwi»rke(,  April  16,  1778. 

"  As  it  was  SO  long  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you,  it  gave  me  great  satisfaction,  upon  going  over  to 
Cambridge  about  ten  days  ago,  to  find  not  only  that  you 
was  aliTe  and  well,  but  had  actually  brought  forth.  I  am 
greatly  ohhged  to  you  for  your  kind  mention  of  me,  and 
present.  As  yon  are  the  most  experienced  dealer  I  know 
in  metrical  romances  and  ditto  beprosed,  can  you  tell  me 
any  tidings  of  a  metrical  life  of  St.  Werburg  by  Bradshaw, 
printed  by  Rnson,  1521  ?  for  I  thought  I  had  done  the 
Dusineas  by  starting  it  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  but  that 
proves  to  oe  the  beprosed  one,  though  printed  by  the 
same  printer  and  in  the  same  year. 

**  Had  the  long  Scotch  song  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Lambe's 
*  Flodden  Field'  been  ancient,  I  should  have  said,  with 
all  the  hauteur  of  an  old  critic,  instead  of  *  May  every 
pledge  become  my  lot,'  read,  meo  periculo,  either, '  May 
every  pledge  become  my  plague,'  or  '  May  every  plague 
become  my  lot ;'  and  do  still  tliink  the  fair  syren  ought 
so  to  have  sung.  *  Gando  of  Flodden  Field'  means  some 
honest  trick  to  save  oneself,  &om  the  Italian  Guadf^o. 

*'  I  have  several  more  on  that  little  book,  and  will  not 
forget  to  write  down  what  may  occur  further  on  the 
'  Keliques.'  When  you  publish  agun,  please  to  call  me 
Rector  of  Barrow.  When  may  we  hope  to  have  the  oly 
prandng  song  ?  I  have  much  more  to  say  on  that  word 
from   'Chaucer's  Wife  of   Bath,'  who   was   a  true   oly 

francer;  from  'Dr.  Henry's  History  of  England,'  &c. 
f  yoa  would  send  me  the  sheets  as  printed  on,  it  would 
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give  me  pleasure  In  my  eremltoge.    1  shoold  be  bappy  to 
Bee  you  here. 

**  I  am,  dear  Kr,  your  obliged  and  faithful 

"  GaoBGB  Abhby ." 


*»*  This  Correspondence  between  Bishop  Percy 
and  Mr.  Ashby  is  very  scanty ;  and  probably  formed 
only  a  Tery  BDiaU  portion  of  their^literuy  inter- 
course. Having  possession  of  a  lai^;er  number  of 
letters  of  Mr.  Ashby,  addressed  to  other  eminent 
antiquaries,  we  make  a  selection  from  some  of 
them,  as  little  has  been  preserved  of  the  very 
voluminous  wrltii^  of  this  laborious  antiquaty. 

Ma.  Abhby  to * 

"  Silt,_  13  Jnu,  1760. 

"  I  received  your  very  obliging  letter  by  Mr.  Price, 
with  14«.  fid.  I  shall  be  glad  if  the  purchase,  or  any  thing 
I  can  do  for  you,  proves  serviceable  to  your  undertaking. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  folio  is  a  pedigree  belong^ns  to 
Dalby,  but  it  is  printed  in  Burton  under  tiiat  articlej 
the  other  on  the  same  page  I  did  not  find  in  the  Leices- 
tershire Antiquary.  In  Cains  College  we  have  the 
original  Visitattun  Book,  anno  1619  (I  think),  of  Leices- 
tershire i  it  is  a  folio  of  pedigrees  at  length,  and  the  arms 
are  most  beautifully  ooloured.  Burton,  1  presume,  mada 
use  of  it^  for  there  are  five  or  six  lines  of  his  handwriting 
luider  his  family's  pedigree.  I  should  be  well  enou^ 
pleased  to  see  wnat  is  pruited  of  NorthamptonE^iire ;  but, 
as  it  may  occasion  some  trouble,  I  will  be  content  to  wait 
till  the  completion  of  the  first  volume. 

"  I  hope  to  be  at  Cambridge  in  ten  days'  time,  and  ahall 
be  always  ready  to  receive  your  commands. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  ooedient  servant, 

"  Geoaob  Ashbt." 
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May  22, 1772. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Aehby  to  Matthew  Duane^ 
£&q.  ooutaining  a  Dissertation  on  a  singular 
Coin  of  Nerva,  was  read  at  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, May  23,  1772,  and  is  printed  in  the 
Archeeologia,  III.  165.  It  is  remarkable  that  this 
elaborate  article  is  the  only  one  by  Mr.  Ashby  in 
the  TnmsactioDS  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 


Mr.  AaHBir  to  Riobabd  Gouob,  Esq. 
"  Dkar  Sib,  8.  J.  C.  C.  14  Feb.  1773. 

"  A  passage  inp.  xxi  of  Pi^face*  to  ArcbKologfa,  re- 
lating  to  Heniy  Femtrs,  seems  to  b«  less  accimte  thaa 
one  could  wish  ;  if  upon  this  representtitioii  it  should  ap- 
p«u  so  to  yoa,  porhaps  you  will  tftke  the  opportunity  of 
tbe  seotmd  Tolume,  vnidi  I  find  is  oonung  out  immedi* 
Rtdy,  to  oorreot  or  dear  it  ap.  There  are  two  Qoadbys  in 
Lcuntershire,  one  towards  the  north-ewt  comer,  distant 
almost  as  far  as  possible  from  Warwickshire,  perhaps  neu 
forty  miles,  and  not  above  four  or  five  from  BelToir 
Castle.  It  was  the  pleasant  seat  and  estate  of  the  late 
worthy  and  ingenious  ^ntleman,  Peter  Wyche,  Esq.  and 
bought  of  his  son,  whilst  under  ^e,  about  eight  or  ten 
years,  by  the  Dake  of  Rutland,  in  we  Marquis  of  Granby's 
name.  Bee  Act  of  Parliament.  To  an  andquary  I  can- 
not help  ulding,  that  the  'Rev.  Frands  Peck  bought  the 
rectory,  when  vacant,  fbr  £400,  of  Samuel  Lowe,  Eaq. 
the  then  owner  and  patron  }  after  whose  death  it  came  to 
Peter  Wyohe,  Esq.  by  purchase.  The  whole  estate  is 
£600  per  annum,  and  the  liTing  used  to  be  called  £180* 
Pe«k  enjoyed  it  fourteen  years.  The  other  Goadby, 
Uiough  pRHiably  the  place  meant,  is  at  least  twenty  railes 
from  tiw  neorast  part  of  Warwickshire,  Is  a  small  obsoore 
village,  and  lies  between  Hallaton  and  BiUesdon,  about 
three  miles  south  of  t^e  latter ;  in  which  place  (BiUes> 
don),  DOCOTding  to  the  tradition  of  the  country,  the  Duke 
of  Buekin^um,  who  was  bom  at  Brokesby,  between 
Leicester  aod  Melton,  went  to  school ;  and  after  he  came 
to  be  a  great  man,  offered  to  the  parson  (perh^s  his  old 
Bchoolmaitca')  to  do  somewhat  for  the  town,  who  only  de- 

'BjJL  Oo^  B«q. 
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sired  his  grace  would  set  up  another  alehouse,  that  they 
might  have  better  beer.  I  never  heard  of  any  free  or  en- 
dowed school  there ;  they  reckon  they  had  once  a  market ; 
it  is  eleven  or  twelve  miles  from  Leicester,  is  a  moderate- 
sized  village,  but  poor  and  dirty,  though  the  turnpike 
road  &om  Leicester  to  Wansford  and  Peterborough  has 
gone  through  it  for  these  fifteen  years ;  perhaps  uie  in- 
closure,  which  took  place  about  five  years  ago,  may  con- 
tribute to  make  their  streets  cleaner  in  time;  their  field 
is  a  very  large  one  indeed,  and  of  great  value. 

"  I  can  assure  you  that  much  remains  to  be  done  to 
most  of  Horsely's  Inscriptions,  though  that  is  the  very 
best  book  of  the  kind  ever  or  any  where  published.  I 
have  a  good  deal  about  it  iu  my  papers, 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  G.  ASBBY. 
"  P.S.  The  house  you  call  &  fine  one  at  Shepreth,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, is  not  deserving  of  that  title,  though  the  ends 
of  the  beams  and  outer  doorcase  are  carved ;  it  is  inha- 
bited by  a  common  farmer.  I  have  Squire  Layer's 
ejntapb. 

"  R.  Gough,  Eiq.  Wlnchatter  Street,  London." 

Three  Letters  from  Mr.  Ashbt  to  the  Editor  op  the 
Gemtlbhan's  Magazine. 
"Mr.  Urban,  Not.  im. 

"  A  punster  would  say  the  proposed  reading*  (Oct. 
Mag.  456)  of  unannuUed  might  be  disannulled,  rtotwith- 
standing  the  custom  of  kings,  and  bishops  too,  b^ng 
buried  with  rings ;  for  the  sense  of  the  whole  passskge 
clearly  relates  to  solemn  religious  ritea;  which  might  have 
prevented  his  soul's  being  in  the  unhappy  condition  in 
which  it  was  by  his  own  account.  Nay,  Hamlet  tells  us 
expressly  that  his  father  was  royally  buried  in  a  ponderous 
tomb  of  marble ;  and,  indeed,  a  defect  in  that  point  would 
have  been  as  impolitic  as  unusual. 

"  If  we  read  *  unappointed,'  that  may  mean  without  the 
proper  provision  or  appointments  made  for  his  Ions 
journey,  by  the  prayers  and  absolution  of  a  priest.  Whe- 
ther any  spelling  of  unaneled  will  signify  extreme  unction 
(which  would  thus  stand  in  its  proper  place,  and  be  per- 

*  Htmbt,  Act  L  M>.  9. 
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fectly  significant)  I  'will  hot  say,  though  eXoiov  seems  to 
countenance  it ;  and  unanointed  might  be  a  marginal  gloss 
to  explain  iL  This  I  am  certain  of,  that  I  have  read 
(though  I  cannot  now  recover  it)  an  account,  in  prosO)  of 
one  of  our  Kings'  death,  expressed  much  like  this."^ 

"  Mb.  Urban,  M«rch,  i7T6. 

"  About  twelve  months  ago  I  communicated  to   the 

BabUc,  by  your  means,  my  thoughts  on  that  passage  in 
[amlet, 

'  Voboni^'d,  unanointed,  nuaneled ;' 
in  which  '  unanointed'  seemed  to  me  a  gloss  or  ezplana' 
tion  of  '  nnaneled,'  and  therefore  coidd  hardly  be  al- 
lowed to  stand,  and  accordingly  I  proposed  substituting 
'  nnappointed,'  not  fitted  at  all  points  by  prayers,  coa- 
fession,  and  absolution.  I  ventured  to  suppose  that  *un- 
aneled '  was  right,  as  it  came  near  the  original  word 
cXaiof  ;  but  did  not  then  know,  that  it  was  the  reading  of 
all  the  old  editions.  See  Supplement  to  Mr.  Steevens's 
edition.  Nor  should  I  have  troubled  you  again  on  the 
same  subject,  had  I  not  said  there,  that  I  remembered  to 
have  read  much  the  same  words  employed  in  recording 
the  exit  of  some  of  our  sovereigns ;  I  should  have  aaidf 
noblemen. 

**  The  passage  that  I  had  in  my  mind  occurs  in  a  magni- 
ficent folio,  containing  an  account  of  the  several  families 
that  have  possessed  Drayton,  &c.  in  Northamptonshire, 
now  the  estate  of  Lord  George  Cfermaine,  by  Robert  Hal- 
atead.t  The  book  is  extremely  scarce ;  I  shall  transcribe 
a  curious  passage  from  it. 

"  P.  218.  'Deposition  of  Robert  Merbury,  Esq.  about 
the  Earl  of  Wiltshire's  death  :— 

"  ♦  Which  will  the  said  Mordaunt  (a  seijeant-at-law)  then 
Ted  to  the  seid  Erie,  when  he  was  anoyled,  and  in  extreme 
peynes  of  deth,  soe  that  the  seid  Erie  neither  herde  nor 
understode  what  the  said  Mordaunt  red.' 

"  I  suppose  the  will  was  redde  whilst  he  was  in  anoyl- 


Earl  of  Felcrborougb,  i 
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iog  Mid  in  extreme,  &c.  so  that  he  could  not  attend.  Tbia 
happened  24th  March,  1498. 

"  P,  321.  '  Deposition  of  Thomai  Cade,  clarke,  Parson 
of  BackwoTth : — 

" '  The  seid  Brie  prayed  and  required  this  deponant 
that  he  vould  housell  him ;  and  he  answer'd.  My  lord, 
I  have  made  every  thing  in  full  redyneas  to  go  to 
maas,  if  ye  be  so  pleaaed,  and,  when  mass  is  done,  to 
housell  you.  Nay,  siud  the  same  Erie,  I  pray  let  me  not 
tarry  so  long.  He  then  confesses  him,  absolves  him,  saya 
mass  in  the  chamber,  and  gives  him  the  sacrament. 
Afterwards  went  and  attended  on  high  mass  performed 
by  the  Earl's  chaplain  in  the  chapel.  Was  c^ed  in  an 
hurry  to  mj  Zjord  oy  a  servant,  found  my  Lord  all  alone, 
lighted  a  nse  of  wax  that  was  hallowed,  and  said  thoae 
words  following,  '  In  manus  tuas,  Somine,'  &c.  and  in 
the  same  moment  the  seld  Erie  departed  to  Ood  out  of 
this  present  lyfe ;  and  thus  this  deponent  left  the  dMd 
body  of  the  seid  Erie,  whose  sonl  Ood  absolve.' 

"  P.  222.     '  Deposition  of  James  Walbef : — 

"  '  The  seid  Erie  was  howselled  by  the  hands  of  tha 
said  Sir  Thomas  Cade.' 

'*  It  is  remarkable  that  the  priest  says  nothing  of  ex- 
treme unctdon ;  and  though  he  says  he  found  and  left  my 
Lord  all  alone,  yet  a  servant  swears  he  staid  with  him  to 
his  death.  This  servant  might  be  the  peraon  that  called 
the  priest ;  and  might  oome  in  with  him,  and  stay  unno- 
ticed. 

"  In  Leland'fl  Collect.  &c.  iv.  309,  last  edition,  *  the  said 
corps  (of  H.  VII.)  asBolled,  saying  this  colleot,  Abaolvi- 
mus/&c. 

•'  We  have  therefore  here  at  least  two  words  that  may 
stand  instead  of  '  unanointed,*  viz,  unabsolved,  unaa- 
soiled;  the  first,  I  think,  rather  too  prosaic,  and  the 
other  in  sound  too  like  what  *  unaneled '  means :  I  should 
therefore  still  prefer  *  unappointed,'  if  a  good  antiiority 
for  the  use  of  it  could  be  produced  [  *  I  mean,  in  the 
sense  of  properly  fitted  out  for  a  journey  to  the  other  world. 
In  Lambard's  Topographical  Dictionary  we  have,  p.  327, 
*  ryd  princely  appointed.'  And  as  to  *  unaneled,'  for  *  un- 
anoiled,'  it  is  remarkable  that '  absolve '  is  written  *  assoll,' 

*  "  Id  Uk  folio  edi^on  in  tli*  Editor'i  pOBieulon  the  lloe  U  printed  tbm  i 
'  Unboanled,  dinppoioted,  unuineld,' " — Edit.  Oiht.  M^Si 
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'uaoil,'  and  '  asaeilcd.'    Lekod'a  Itin.  1745,  iv,  164,  && 
■nd  I^Pilwrd't  Top.  Diet.  p.  3B4," 

"  Mb,  Urban,  tStnh,  me. 

"  Perhaps  your  cuiious  correspondent*  (J,  C)  may 
receive  some  pleasare  from  the  following  account  of  the 
most  capita]  (uamonds  now  known ;  and  will  excuse  some 
palpable  inaccuracies  in  the  relation,  owing  probably  to 
diOerent  weights  being  used  in  different  countries. 

"  The  IDuue  of  Tuscany's  diamond,  according  to  Ta- 
Teroier,  weighs  HOj-  carats  (the  biggest  in  Europe  before 
OoTemor  Pitt's) ;  is  of  a  yellowisn  water  j  saia  to  have 
been  bought  for  75jOO0  scudi,  equal  to  £6,7^0,  of  a  rell- 
gioQi,  who  bought  it  at  a  stall  in  piazza  Navona,  as  a  bit 
of  chrrstal,  for  a  sin^e  paolo,  value  sevenpence.  Keys- 
ler's  "mvels,  ii.  183. 

"  The  Mogul's  famous  diamond  is  not  so  broad  as  Mr. 
Pitt's,  tliough  it  exceeds  the  largest  [then]  in  Europe  for 
depth.     Eeysler,  iv.  298. 

"  The  diamond  brought  into  England  by  Governor 
Kttinl706,  weighed,  when  cut,  136 j  carats  j  was  two 
years  in  cutting,  which  cost  £4,500;  the  pieces  sawed  off 
irere  valued  at  £5,000  j  was  sold  to  the  crown  of  France, 
in  I?!?*  for  £125,000,  and  was  paid  for  at  several  times. 
pr.  Mead's  model  of  it  measurea,  in  the  expanse  1^  inch, 
and  in  depth  4^  of  an  inch.  I  have  seen  another  account 
which  makes  this  stone  to  weigh  only  127  carats,  and  that 
iiwas  soldfor£l20,000.t   . 

"  It  is  well  known  that  diamonds  are  cut  to  perfection 
in  Europe  only.  Mr.  Hanway,  in  [his  Travels,  mentions 
seeing  »  prodigious  fine  suit  of  horse  furniture  of  Kouli 
Khairs,  covered  with  diamonds,  but  so  disadvantageously 
that  he  could  not  help  telling  the  person  who  showed 
them,  that,  if  he  was  allowed  to  take  thein  to  Europe,  he 
would  return  them  in  a  far  superior  condition ;  and  f^ms 
to  express  some  surprise  at  his  offer  not  being  accepted. 
The  European  method  of  cutting  diamonds  was,  I  think, 
the  invention  of  a  Fleming ;  and  now,  I  believe,  the 
English  artists  ore  in  the  highest  repute.  Diamonds  now 
are  rarely  sawn,  as  the  powder  of  tnem,  which  comes  off 

•  !■  Orat.  Hag.  1776,  p.  H,  wlia  eonuainlsatM  iDme  parUculara  of  Um 
Ktt  dinuoniL 
t  A  (all  ■cconnt  of  tha  mumer  in  which  Qvnnor  Pitt  baoaM*  pMHMtd 
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in  ^nding,  is  of  great  value  for  cutting  others^  and  tlie 
sawing  is  exceeding  tedious ;  which  is  done  by  drawing 
backwards  and  forwards  a  very  fine  copper  wire ;  in  a 
minute  ahnost  the  wire  snaps  in  two,  and  then  a  fresh 
one  is  taken,  and  so  on.  I  don't  know  whether  diamond 
powder,  emery,  &c.  is  used  in  this  process:*  however, 
after  constant  woridng  for  a  month,  perhaps  a  hair-like 
line  may  be  perceived  on  the  diamond. 

"  It  IS  remarkable,  that  the  Czarina  could  buy,  and 
pay  for  at  once,  one  or  more  of  the  fineat  diamonds  upon 
sale,  that  no  other  Crown  was  disposed  or  able  to  do,  and 
that  too  towards  the  close  of  a  long  and  expensive  war. 
She  gave  about  £70,000  for  one,  which  was  much  below 
its  vEUue. 

"  In  1/41  a  diamond  was  brought  from  theBraails  to 
the  King  of  Portugal,  weighing  17  ounces,  in  shape  of  a 
turkey  egg,  but  much  bigger,  and  was  found  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  The  same  account  says  it  weighed 
1680  carats,  or  12^  ounces,  in  1746,  I  suppose,  after  it 
had  been  cot. 

"  As  the  history  of  all  these  diamonds  is  pretty  well 
known,  except  the  Duke  of  Tuscany's,  may  it  not  be  pro- 
posed as  a  proper  subject  of  a  literary  inquiry,  What  is 
become  of  all  the  diamonds  of  the  ancients  ?  Are  they 
all  lost  in  the  ravages  of  war,  &c.  or  do  they  subsist  in 
the  ancient  crowns  of  the  present  sovereigns  of  Europe? 
or,  indeed,  is  it  certain  that  those  alluded  to  were  true 
diamonds?  To  say  a  word  of  the  inferior  stones:  the 
laigest  emerald  in  a  dish  f  is  at  Genoa,  though  Condamine 
believes  it  to  be  only  coloured  glass;  and  the  largest 
garnet  and  turquoise  are  at  Venice.  See  the  figures  of 
them  in  Motraye's  Travels,  Engl.  edit.  fol.  vol.  ii.  p.  149. 
The  turquoise  vessel  is  8  inches  in  diameter ;  vol.  i.  p.  65." 

Mb.  Ashby  to  Richard  Gouoh,  Esq. 

"  Dbak  Sia,  St.  John'!  CoH^,  26  Hirdi,  I7T£. 

"  I  got  to  Cambridge  yesterday,  where  I  had  not  been 
for  four  months.  I  instandy  repaired  to  the  library,  and 
made  the  transcript  you  have  waited  for  so  long.  I  saw 
Mr.  Tyson  this  morning ;  he  is  very  well,  and  gave  me 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  some  vertu  news  from  your 
letters.     I  find  by  letters  from  London,  and  some  friends 
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here,  that  I  am  suspected  of  having  made  an  attack  upon 
Mr.  Biyant ;  but  it  is  perfectly  false,  as  I  never  published 
a  word  on  the  subject.  I  have,  however,  within  this  last 
month  drawn  out  my  thoughts  on  paper,  and  am  very  veil 
satisfied  that  the  medals  are  either  false  ab  origine,  or  true 
ones  falsified  by  a  modem  forger ;  probably  one  or  two  of 
the  latter  sort  gave  occasion  to  the  former  coinage ;  and 
Mr.  Tyson  just  now  tells  me,  that  Dr.  Hunter  has  several 
of  them ;  and  he  is  satisfied  of  their  good-for-nothingness. 
You  would  obhge  me  if  you  could,  without  trouble,  satisfy 
me  of  the  truth  of  the  above  particular,  which  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt.  My  paper  is  nearly  40  or  50  pages  in 
4Xa,  MS,  If  the  two  Societies*  get  into  Somerset  House, 
I  could  wish  that  each  of  them  might  have  a  few  rooms 
separate  for  a  council-room,  &c.,  and  that  the  grand  room 
and  librBry  might  be  common  to  both.  See  Grosley  on 
Italy,  on  the  Institute  of  Bologna.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
futhful  George  Ashbv." 

To  Richard  Gouoh,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sib,  b«i««,  lo  April,  me. 

"Though  your  kind  favour,  which  I  received  three  or 
four  days  ago,  is  the  last  of  several  unanswered  ones  from 
others,  yet  it  shall  not  stay  for  an  answer.  As  I  wrote 
my  last  amidst  the  bottles  and  glasses  after  dinner,  that 
vou  might  not  wait  longer  for  your  anecdote,  I  own  I 
Know  nothing  of  what  I  said ;  but  as  to  the  Apamean,t  I 
think  I  have  approfoundied  it.  Some  one  lighting  on  a  coin, 
such  as  Falconer  describes  in  Seguin,  with  the  first  letter 
of  NEOK  on  it,  or  even  one  or  two  more,  and  being  willing 
to  think  that  the  Deluge  was  intended,  reformed  it  into 
NQE ;  and,  as  soon  as  tJiis  acquired  a  celebrity,  a  die  or  a 
mould  at  least  was  formed  to  make  others.  The  very  coin 
that  Falconer  argues  from  is  still  in  the  Medicean  Cabi- 
net; and  even  Gori,  who  is  well  disposed  to  fight  for  the 
intc^ty  of  every  coin  there,  says  of  it   '  confictus '  et 

*  Tbs  Rdjil  SocUtj  and  tbe  Society  of  Antlantriei. 

f  Hr.  Bnuifs  dincrtation  on  the  Apuoean  Hedil,  the  remw  of  which 
ii  Mippawd  bjr  him  to  repnwnit  tomn  ciicamituicfl  of  the  Noushic  deluge, 
udted  great  intemt  amongit  the  uitiqiuriei  at  thii  period.  Some  Obrar- 
Titioni  OB   Hr.  BrjriDt'i    opinions,  bj   the  Hon    "'        "      ' 


Slated  in  Ardueologii,  it.  315  ;  fbUowed  bj  other  ObterTitioni  bjr  Deao 
IUm,  Id  p.  331.     Renurki  on   Mi.  Bniut'i  Vindicitioii  of  the  Api- 
■  Hsdd,  bf  the  Abbt  Butbelemj  and  Dr.  Cbwlet  Combe,  f  .R.  end 


A.S.  in  prh^  In  Anh.  It.  347. 
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*eanfietH$  est{'  ha  b<Us,  indeed,  'proculdabio  ex  snti- 
quo  aUquo,'  which  ■oma  connoisaeur,  in  viewing  the  ool- 
leotion,  stole  and  subatituted  what  is  now  there.  Bat  hia 
only  reason  for  suppoBing  ho  is,  that  he  cannot  suppose 
Falconer  oould  be  mistaken ;  but  mistakes  are  very  easy 
to  willing  witnasseS}  and  may  we  not  woqder  that  as  the 
true  one  fell  into  good  hands  (I  mean  knowing  ones),  why 
it  should  never  have  been  beard  of  ainoe  7  He  has  just 
the  same  hypothesis  about  another  singular  coin )  but 
})ow  could  any  body  come  with  a  oast  ready  done  of  a 
medal  that  was  always  in  the  Museum,  &c.  My  ac- 
count is  very  long,  as  I  was  ngt  aware  when  I  b^an 
that  both  Qari  and  Venuti  had  so  roundly  given  up  tbis, 
and  another,  with  the  Tpiypa^i^oroi'  on  it,  out  with  some 
other  differenoesi  this  is  now  in  the  Vatioan  Colleotion. 
There  ia  a  third,  similar  to  that  Falooner  daaoribes,  with 
NEOK  plainly  on  it,  instead  of  his  unmeaning  NHTfU) ; 
even  this,  which  aeems  to  fall  into  the  usual  order,  is  pro- 
bably false  too,  as  the  rest.  But  all  these  are  inaccessible 
cabinets,  and  before  strange  doctrines  are  built  on  them, 
should  be  examined  to  know  whether  (bey  are  of  any 
authority.  Mr,  Tyson  was  so  kind  as  to  introduce  me  to  a 
very  sensible  fellow-commoner  of  C.CC.C,  Mr.  IHtcaim, 
who  had  told  him  that  Dr.  Hunter  had  (X  thought  he  said) 
several  of  tlie^e  CDins,  but  could  lay  no  stress  on  thero> 
I  took  both  these  two  gentlemen  to  the  two  books,  and 
showed  them  the  ^gures  of  the  two  coins,  and  the  ac- 
count of  them,  which  in  Qori  is  long;  and  they  mdily 
declared  they  had  no  doubts  left.  But)  as  I  saio  before* 
my  account  is  long;  perhaps  as  loug  sgaii)  as  that  of 
Nerva  i*  and  I  should  doubt,  though  the  sut^eet  is  talked 
of  at  Cambridge,  whether  three  persons  there  would  ntd 
it,  if  I  took  the  trouble  to  print  it.  I  know  two  that  I 
thought  most  likely  to  do  so  refused  or  declined  reading 
the  MS.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  offer  to 
introduce  me  to  Dr.  Hunter,  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  ac- 
cept of,  when  I  am  so  happy  as  to  be  able  to  come  to 
town  ;  but  as  to  seeing  his  cabinet}  I  am  aware  that  his 
professional  engagements  will  not  idlow  of  that  any  more 
than  when  in  Mr.  Puane'st  possession ;  than  whom  there 

•  Mr.  Athbj'i  ■•  DiiwTtitlDii  on  ■  Cdn  at  Ncm."    Sm  betbn,  p.  SN. 

t  Tbii  eminent  lawjer  ind  ikUhl  niunlamatiit  died  Fab.  6,  IT85,  afad  78, 
u  ippean  bf  hii  epitaph  in  St.  Niaholaa'  chundi,  Ngvcutle-QB.Tfiie.  A* 
df  if  Um  daath  and  age  Meu  to  ba  inoomctl*  printed,  In  tba  WHa  Mga  m 
bif  epitaph,  Id  Lit.  Anecdotei,  III.  498. 
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never  wu  a  more  eivil  gentlemkn,  aa  I  have  reaaon  to  declare 
from  what  I  eiperienced  in  two  or  three  calls  I  ventured 
to  make.  Though  occupied  with  business,  he  always 
received  me  with  the  utmost  politeness  and  readiness  to 
oblige ;  and  I  always  flattered  myself  with  hopes,  that  if 
he  ever  should  find  himself  disposed  to  retire  from  busi- 
ness, he  might  retire  for  good  into  his  cabinet,  and  do 
somewhat  great  for  this  branch  of  literature,  like  M*  Pel- 
lerin,  which  is  what  very  few  can  ;  but  those  hopes  are 
now  vanished  as  to  him,  nor  can  it  be  expected  at  pre* 
sent  from  the  now  owner  of  the  enlarged  collection ;  unlesq 
he  oould  find  a  person  entirely  to  hia  mind,  whom  ho  oould 
entrust  with  the  custody  and  publication  of  the  coins. 
What  I  could  u>isk  to  see  done,  is  to  follow  Pellerin 
exactly,  and  multiply  his  inatanpes.  Thus,  suppiose 
Pellenn  has  oq  one  plate  twelve  small  coins  of  six  cities, 
on  a  plate  of  the  same  size  add  in  a  corresponding  dis- 
position as  many  as  the  Doctor's  cabinet  affords,  that 
may  be  equally  deserving  of  publication.  If  this  was 
done  for  several  cabinets,  we  should  soon  approach  to- 
wards a  perfect  thesaumis,  of  a  very  different  kind  from 
those  of  Qesner,  &e.  which  mislead  as  often  as  they 
inform ;  and  then  I  doubt  not  but  many  would  be  in- 
duced to  cultivate  this  study,  who  are  now  deterred,  from 
the  difficulty  of  access  to  coins,  which  are  only  in  the 
hands  of  the  great,  as  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  &c.  or  the 
engaged,  as  Mr.  Duane.  I  do  not  recollect  what  you 
mean  as  to  the  gold  ring.*  As  to  Richard's,  Lort  will  tell 
you  the  story  t  aH  that  is  mint:  is  only  this : — -Over  the  boar 
was  'frauqche,'  free,  or  Uberal,  a  handsome  turn  for  a 
prince  to  give  to  such  a  hoggish  device,  and  alludes 
to  the  plentiful  food  given  to  the  boar,  when  put  up 
for  fatting  for  brawn ;  and  the  sty  he  is  kept  in,  which  is 
so  amsil  that  he  cannot  turn,  is  called  a  'frank,'  to  be 
sure  from  the  former  circumstance,  Shakespeare,  there- 
Ibrei  who  U  wonderfully  exact  in  small  circumstances, 
seems  plainly  to  allude  to  this  motto  in  making  Stanley 
■ay  of  Eicbard, 

'  Mr  M>n,  GMrge  Stanla;,  bu  be  firank'd  in  hold ; ' 

where  the  confinement,  and  not  the  plentiful  food,  is 
meant,  somewhat  abusively. 

*  Pouiblj  alhui>e  dtber  to  Dr.  Fegge'i  Illoatration  of  ■  Gold  Ring,  inp- 
powd  to  hiTa  b««D  tbe  propsrtT  of  Albitao,  Uihop   af  Sberbume   (fee 
ArduHilosis,  IV.  47) ;  or  lo  ■  gold  ring,  with  u  tattwlio  Mt  In  U,  npraant- 
W  tbe  Nmmd  Uw,  fwnd  it  CmtImmi.    (Anbieol^  V.  Tl.) 
2d2 
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"  I  could  rather  wish  the  Biographia  Britannica  had 
fellen  into  the  hands  of  our  own  people.*  1  have  read  the 
whole,  and  have  corrections  from  one  end  to  the  other ; 
but  why  should  I  cut  tliem  out  from  my  book  to  send 
them  to  strangers,  who  may  never  use  them  or  retuni 
them.  They  are  short  notes  in  about  ten  folio  pages ; 
some  of  them  so  short  as  to  require  my  explaining  them. 
Would  it  be  unreasonable,  for  this  trouble,  to  expect  a 
copy,  or  half  a  one  ?  "  G.  Ashby." 

"  P.S.  A  French  artist  might  be  employed  to  calk  the 
Bayeux  tapestry.  There  are  two  papers  from  me  in  last 
Gent.  Mag.  I  have  not  seen  it.  DiamondSjf  and  Shakes- 
pear.  J" 

To  Richard  Gouob,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sib,  Botow,  21  Miy,  irre. 

"  I  hope  you  wUl  consider  my  sending  the  inclosed  only 
as  a  proof  of  my  extreme  readiness  to  oblige  our  worthy 
President§  nnd  yourself.  When  I  read  Mr.  Bryant,  at 
his  first  appearance,  I  marked  down  that  this  coin  would 
not  bear  all  the  superstructure  he  laid  on  it,  and  thought 
no  more  of  the  matter  till  the  latter  end  of  January 
last,  when  Mr.  Daines  Harrington  mentioned  in  a  letter 
that  I  was  suspected,  &c.  Upon  this  a  fancy  took  me  to 
examine  Palconieri's  account  more  stricdy,  and  I  soon 
found  how  little  he  was  to  be  depended  on.  I  had 
neither  Mr.  Bryant's  book,  the  Magazine,  Mr.  Bryant's 
answer,  Gori,  Venutj,  8cc.  with  me  when  I  wrote,  nor  did 
I  see  them  till  about  a  month  ago,  when  I  was  at  Cam- 
bridge for  two  or  three  days.  Accordingly  I  proposed 
never  to  mention  Mr.  Bryant ;  for,  if  I  could  confnte  Fal- 
conieri.  the  rest  followed,  and  some  of  the  pert  twines  said 
of  Mr.  Bryant  in  the  left-hand  pages  are  the  only  ad- 
ditions I  have  made  to  my  first  draught.  Some  of  them 
ought  to  be  taken  notice  of;  such  as  Mr.  Bryant  saying 
that  all  the  three  coins  were  in  good  condition,  whereas 
Falconieri's  account  is  very  contrary.  Not  knowing  that 
the  testimonies  of  Gori  and  Venuti  were  so  express  in 
reprobating  the  coins  themselves,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  say  all  I  could  to  prove  them  false  from  their  appear- 
ance as  they  stood  in  books.     This  now  may  seem  un- 

*  Dr.  Kippii  vu  then  prepuiiut  the  tint  fotanie  of  tha  new  eiBtiMi, 
which  *u  pnbliihed  in  177S. 
t  Seo  p.  399.  t  See  |W  397.  {  Dmu  Hilkt. 
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necessary,  because  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say  there  ia  no 
such  coin ;  or  at  least  to  say,  that  two  of  me  coins  Fal- 
conieri  insisted  on  are  perfecuy  indefensible ;  and  that  in 
the  other,  literse  bbto  prorsus  deletce,  according  to  his  own 
account ;  but  Mr.  Bryant  grows  more  and  more  hardy ; 
he  says — "  Suppose  there  was  no  name,"  8tc.  Most 
people  would  be  apt  to  reply,  that  then  if  any  deluge  was 
meant,  it  must  be  that  of  Deucalion  or  I^metheua.  You 
will  perceive  that  my  papers  are  far  enough  firom  being  fit 
for  the  public  eye ;  but,  as  I  fancy  they  contain  moat  of  the 
judgment  of  foreign  antiquaries  about  the  coins,  except 
Bote's  in  Acad.  Inscrip.,  which  I  missed  by  bringing  off  a 
wrong  volume,  it  may  save  Mr.  Dean*  some  trouble  to  use 
the  vouchers  I  send  in  the  account  he  may  choose  to  draw 
up,  for  which  purpose  they  are  much  at  his  service;  but 
when  he  and  you  have  satisfied  your  own  curiosity,  or 
any  friend's,  you  will  please  to  return  my  papers  by  the 
Bury  Fly.  By  the  two  folio  sheets  of  rough  matter,  you 
will  see  I  have  much  more  to  add  when  it  comes  to  be 
drawn  out ;  I  also  intend  to  tack  to  it  an  examination  and 
confutation  of  Swinton's  reading  of  a  medal  of  Crispina  in 
Pliil.  Trans,  Ivi.  p.  27,  No.  4,  which  has  probably  suffered 
from  a  falsifier. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient 

"  Gbobob  Ashby." 

To  RiOHABD  GouGH,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sib,  Bwow,  23  Oct.  1TT6. 

"  I  was  extremely  glad  to  receive  your  kind  fovour.  I 
hope  this  and  my  account  of  the  MiUiaryf  will  come  safe 
to  hand.  I  have  not  looked  at  it  for  some  years,  owing 
to  vexation  at  not  being  able  to  get  any  answer  to  some 
queiies  I  sent  to  Leicester,  in  r^ation  to  the  course  of 
tne  Poss  close  to  their  town,  nor  the  queries  themselves ; 
yet  the  person  I  applied  to  was  civil  and  intelligent  in 
these  matters,  the  fact  exceedingly  easy  to  be  ascertained, 
and  my  application  supported  by  several  proper  persons. 
This  convinces  me,  if  I  had  doubted  before,  that  it  is  not 
so  easy  as  Squire  MuilmanJ  thinks,  to  get  information  in 

•  Dran  Millei. 

t  Aq  Eu>t  •"■  the  Ramin  Hilliu7  M  Leiceiter,  nritten  Id  1773,  wu 
contributed  to  Mr.  Niofaoli.  uid  printdd  in  1T93,  in  toI.  i.  p.  dr. — dnii. 
of  hU  "  HiatoTj  of  Leiontanhire."  It  ii  ons  of  the  moat  elaborate  sntl- 
qnorian  tiMyi  of  Mr.  A«hbf  that  b»a  been  pmened. 

I  Feter  Mnilmu,  etq.  M.F.  Bod  F.8.A.,  who  took  the  name  of  French 
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matters  of  pure  speculation,  snd  probably  much  harder 
to  get  Bight  of  papers  where  property  may  be  materially 
affected.  I  rememoer  seeing  the  account  of  B«tby,  and 
thought  well  of  it  at  the  time,  but  I  know  nothing  of  It 
myself,  any  more  than  of  the  {wvement  at  Wanlip.  Thers 
are  at  least  two  such  at  Leicester — the  weH-knoWn  one 
described  by  Hearne,  &c.,  and  one  discovered  a  few  feU* 
ago  between  the  old  wall  and  the  river,  in  a  low  meMOWj 
and  soon  closed  ap  asaln  to  prevent  the  grass  being 
damaged  by  visitors.  I  believe  Mr.  Ladlam  saw  It,  from 
whom  I  had  the  account.  I  have  had  great  pleaaure  this 
summer  in  reading  Blomefield,*  without  knowing  to  whom 
we  were  indebted  for  the  completion  of  the  worki  It 
tnves  great  infonnation  in  a  thousand  little  matters  pectl> 
Bar  to  our  East  Anglian  dominions,  concerning  churchfla, 
lights,  guilds,  abbey  lands,  &c.,  on  all  which  W.  Burtont  la 
totally  silent.  These  were  easily  got  from  wills  at  Norwich. 
Nothing  is  to  be  iiad  from  Sir  T.  Cave,  aa  I  knew  ten  or 
fiftMrn  years  ago,  when  I  saw  in  his  possession  the  two 
extremely  far  virote  copies  of  W.  Burton,  t  which  Lord 
Chetwynd  had  lent  him.  He  had  kept  them  ten  years, 
and  assured  me  he  had  transcribed  all  the  additions  at 
least;  there  were  also  a  few  drawings  of  tomba  (t  think), 
which  his  daughter,  since  dead,  had  Copied.  But  the 
Baronet  for  some  years  last  past  doth  nothing  but  weep 
and  wail  in  common  visits ;  so,  was  one  to  ask  for  a  line 
from  him,  it  would  throw  him  into  a  fit  of  tantarums  only, 
without  liie  least  prospect  of  succeeding.  I  made  proper 
application  to  have  the  two  MSS.,  and  should  have  got 
them,  but  for  the  extreme  old  age  of  Lord  Chetwynd, 
whom  they  told  me  they  made  a  point  never  to  disturb 
with  business,  and  that  titiis  ^ould  be  partioulariy  dis- 
agreeable, as  he  had  formerly  lent  a  MS.  and  lost  1^ 

Cbifwcll.     Ho  wu  deooDded  b;  bU  mother  from  Riclurd  Chtimll,  tlie  anl- 

ittnt  baakwUer.     Under  hi*  direction  vu  publuhed  a  nmmur  Hutsty  irf 

E«wa,  6  Tub.  8to.  1T7Q.     Hr.  Frencb  ChuwcU  valortaiiMttir  uiot  kiiM^ 

Feb.  3,  1797.     See  utecdolei  of  him  and  his  funilj,  Gent.  Mgig.  1T9T,  p. 

tSO,  uidITS4,p.  17B,    And  In  Literarr  Anecdotei,  III.  611. 
*  filonieaalil'i  HIM0T7  of  Norfolk  wM  Mnplatsd  by  the  Rot.  C.  hrU^ 
t  In  bii  "  Docriptinn  of  LMcait«nhire.''      Iliii  woA  wu  afterwknii 

■wtllowed  up  ind  mperuded  bj  Nicholi'i  elabonte  Hiitorr  of  LakwUJitJit ; 

In  which  the  whole  of  Sir  T.  Ctre'i  coIlMitiani  wen  hiooipanlad,  W  the 

Undneu  of  hit  ion,  the  Rer.  Sir  (Aariei  Cbtc,  Btrt. 
t  Tbew  InnMripta  of  Bartoo,  br  Mr.  Chetwjad,  u  well  n  Bnrten'*  own 

iUnitnted  tutpj,  bj  tbe  kindMM  of  Ent  Talbot,  irare  lU  tabadtt^  la  llr. 

Miekok.    SMHiiLl4iaMtmhin,Tiiiii.Praf.|i.  T. 
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which  he  oftea  Iftmented  bitterly,  and  was  he  to  be  aaked 
to  lend  this  be  would  expect  the  same  fate  again,  and 
repeat  bis  old  lamentations :  he  died  some  yean  since, 
and  I  dou't  know  who  has  his  library;  if  hit  son'e 
daughter  has  it,  who  is  mairied,  and  I  wanted  it,  I  think 
I  Could  get  it  by  means  of  Dr.  Wollaston,  of  Bury,  &c. 
The  writer*  of  Bridges's  Northamptonshire  haa  got  rid  of 
his  aoho<^  so  one  woald  hope  that  he  might  be  disposed 
to  complete  it  j  half  the  second  volame  was  printed  off 
some  years  ago.  Mr.  Hutchins'a  Dorsetshire  is  well 
spoken  of  in  Journal  dea  Sgavans ;  though  I  fancy  the 
article  is  copied  from  some  of  our  reviews,  as  Dr.  Oower 
is  etdled  upon  to  acquit  himself  as  well  in  his  Cheshire. 

"  I  forgot  to  say  that  I  have  many  things  set  down  to 
add  to  the  Milliary,  besides  settling  the  Foss,  in  which 
Gale  and  Stukeley  hftve  blundered  strangely.  The  Foss 
certaiiilv  left  Leicester  to  the  left,  t.  e-  went  more  northerly, 
continuing  its  course  in  a  strdt  line  from  Thurmaston, 
through  the  present  turnpike  at  Belgrave,  by  the  Abbey  de 
Pnttls,  where  Wotsey  died,  to  the  right  of  which  it  went, 
he.,  and  was  joined  to  lieicester  by  two  diverticula,  which 
I  believe,  from  several  instances,  was  the  received  practice 
of  the  Romans,  and  a  very  wise  one ;  as  by  that  means 
the  principal  road  was  kept  free  from  the  incumbrance  of 
toWna,  about  which  it  must  always  be  bad,  from  much 
use,  unless  in  the  high  perfection  of  the  best  of  our  present 
turnpikes ;  and  yet  If  you  wanted  to  visit  the  town  your 
route  Would  bariAy  be  lengthened  half  a  mile. 

**  In  a  very  polite  letter  from  the  President,!  in  which 
he  declared  nis  surprise  and  satisfaction  at  the  perfect 
agreement  between  us  in  arguments  and  authorities,  Slc* 
concerning  the  Apamean  coin,  he  takes  notice  of  my 
civility  in  sending  it  unatked.  Was  that  really  the  case  ? 
My  dissertation  on  the  inscription  you  recommended  to 
me  long  ago,  and  which  I  believe  I  told  you  was  an 
Ocalistrs  stamp  for  his  medicines,  is  as  nearly  completed 
aa  the  incloseo,  but  cannot  be  understood  without  trans- 
Uting  two  very  learned  dissertations  on  the  same  subject. 
Who  hss  fidlen  on  you  in  a  late  Qentlemen's  Magazine  ?| 

*  Thfl  Rn.  Pctar  WluUef .  Hi  raigoed  the  maatenhip  of  ChrM'a  Hoi. 
bImI  Id  17TS;  bat  «M  >R«iiir*rdi  muter  of  the  grminiau'  ichool  of  St. 
OlaTe,  SoDthwuk.     See  Lit.  Anecdotei,  ii.  109. 

t  Dean  MUlM. 

J  Thb  aUolw  to  MDM  mnarlu  b;  Academicni  (Dr.  John  Loredaj)  ia 
Omt.  Hi(.  1776,  p.  402,   on  tiro  pipen,  b;  Mr.  Oonfh,  in  tpI.  m,  of 
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"  Mr.  Tyson  has  favoured  me  with  a  sight  of  Mr.  Astle's*" 
excellent  printed  dissertation.  Mr.  lY^^^  ^^^  ff^^  * 
drawing  of  a  has-rebef  found  lately  at  Feckenham  Church 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  :t  it  is  an  abbot  in  two  atti- 
tudes, holding  a  Woody  leg  of  an  horse.  The  story  is  un- 
known. They  are  in  a  blacksniith's  shop.  I  should  think 
(for  it  is  a  common  case)  that  the  doctor  had  lamed  the 
priest's  horse,  and  the  saint  was  curing  it.  Mr.  Tyson 
stands  fair  for  oneof  two  good  livings — Lamboume,^  notfar 
from  you,  or  their  Ma8ter'8,§  who  has  been  cut  for  a  fistula, 
in  which,  from  his  looks,  I  should  think  there  might  be 
danger.    I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  bumble  servant, 

"  G.   ASHBT," 


To  Richard  Gouoh,  Esq. 

"Dear  Sir,  Bsrrow,  Dec.  17,  1776. 

"  Agreeably  to  your  signification  of  18th  September, 
that  you  should  be  glad  to  see  an  account  of  the  Lei- 
cester Milliary,  I  gave  it  to  a  friend  who  dined  with  me 
24th  October  to  forward  to  you  by  the  Cambridge 
coach,  and  to  be  left  at  the  Post-house,  Waltham. 

"  I  dare  s^  you  are  very  happy  at  the  thoughts  of 
having  Mr.  Tyson  well  established  so  near  you  ;  we 
have  heard  nothing  from  him  very  lately.  Has  the 
President  favoured  the  Society  with  his  thoughts  od 
the  Apamean  coin?||  It  seema  to  be  well  battled  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine ;  a  long  dissertation  last  month, 
and  two  or  three  laid  aside.  All  the  proper  passages  are 
now  stated ;  but  I  think  none  of  the  writers  have  adopted 
my  notion,  that  tliere  never  was  such  a  coin  in  reality. 
Whether  the  MS.  be  penis  you  or  not,  let  me  hear  from 
you  soon ;  I  do  not  mean  to  hurry  the  return  of  the 
paper.  Sir  J.  Cullum  has  nicely  transcribed  and  made 
great  additions  to  Sir  Richard  Gippes's  (I  write  without 
book)  Suffolk  Gentry ;  it  fills  a  snug  quarto  on  one  »de. 
He  has  also,  of  bis  own  painful  collection,  two  such 
volumes  of  Suffolk  Epitaphs  ;  so  that  these  melted  down 

*  Of  Mr.  Aitle,  tnd  hig  Tuioiu 

t  See  tbe  priat  in  Gent.  Mag.  f 
of  St.  Eloi. 

i  Mr.  Tjun  vu  preaenled  to  Lambome  in  1778,  uid  died  ia  1780. 
See  Lit.  An.  Index,  vol.  tii.  pp.  4:<1,  £97. 

i  Tbe  Her.  J.  BarDardiitoD,  D.D..  who  died  June  1778.  Hit  Uviu  of 
PulmedettOD  wu  given  to  tbe  Rei.  Jamea  Cremer,  wbg  died  ■  few  weak* 
•nerwiTdi.     See  Lit.  An.  *iiL  pp.  6J2,  633. 

II  Of  Deu  Mille*'  Obgervuioaa  od  the  Apunciui  Medal,  tc«  p.  Ml. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


ABHBT    CORRESPONDBNCB.  409 

\witb  those  in  Weerer,  and  with  ecclesiaBttcal  transcripts 
{rom  the  bishop's  office  and  the  Suffolk  Traveller,  would 
make  a  tolerable  county  history. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant^ 

"  G.  Abbby. 

"  P.S.  J  suppose  all  the  learning  I  had  accumulated  on 
the  aabject  of  the  Oculist's  stamp  is  now  become  public 
in  Cbr.  Saxi  Epistola  de  veteris  medici  ocularii  genuoa 
sphragide,  prope  Trajectum  ad  Mosam  nuper  eruta, 
Utrecht,  177'*,  8to;  pp.  70.  Our  stone  is  lost  before  I 
could  discover  the  owner;  he  had,  however,  whilst  he 
guarded  the  incognito,  sent  me  au  exact  impression  in 
wax  of  the  three  sides.  I  have  only  seen  the  above  in 
Jonmal  des  S^avans,  torn.  330.  Octob.  1775,  p.  423. 

To  Richard  Govoh,  Esq. 
"  Dbak  Sib,  Butow,  2  ju,  1777. 

"  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  both  your  fevours,  and 

I  oar  good  opinion  of  the  Roman  Milliary.  I  assure  vou 
do  not  know  a  word  it  contains,  as  I  was  so  provoked 
at  not  having  a  few  easy  questions  answered  reUtive  to 
the  locale  (though  Dr.  Fanner  and  many  more  endeavoured 
to  procure  them  for  me)  that  I  threw  the  whole  aside, 
and  shall  probably  never  resume  it.  I  remember  that 
night  Mr.  Edward  King  bestowed  a  philippic  on  Sqoire 
Muilman  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  tlus  afEair,  and 
assenting  to  our  President*  that  it  was  not  quite  so  easy  a 
matter  to  get  information  as  the  Squiret  seemed  to  think, 
I  desire  my  respectful  compliments  to  the  President,  and 
am  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  kind  encouragement,  bat 
cannot  help  continuing  in  my  former  mind,  of  the  paper's 
being  too  long  for  the  Archeeologia.  I  wrote  it  witnoat 
the  least  reference  to  Mr.  Bryant,  whose  book  I  had  not 
seen  from  the  day  it  came  out.  My  business  was  to  shew 
that  Falconieri  only  raised  a  storm  in  a  hand-bason,  as 
there  was  really  no  such  medal  (at  least  of  certain  an- 
tiquity) as  he  made  such  a  pother  about.  If  I  am  right, 
it  was  easy  to  see  that  I  should  kill  two  birds  with  one 
stbne ;  but  being  at  Cambridge  for  a  day  or  two,  just  be* 
fore  you  sent  for  the  Essay,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  read 

Mr.  Bryant,  and  was  really  surprised  at  several  of  his 
hardy  assertions,  such  as  the  perfect   plainness  of  the 

three  letters  on  tiiree  specimens  of  the  coin,  &c.  so  that 
•DeuHillM.  t  HT.HnOnuti.    SMp.405. 
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I  oould  not  help  potting  them  down  in  the  blank  puget 
against  the  pdasagea  tHe^  referred  toi  I  own  I  wian  I 
could  have  got  through  with  my  acoount  of  ths  Fosa,  m  I 
should  have  cleared  up  BOme  mistakes  of  Gale,  Stukeleyj 
&c,  aa  I  have  no  doubt,  from  ocular  proof,  that  Rate 
never  stood  on  the  Foss,  but  at  a  mila  or  two  dlitant, 
and  was  oonnected  to  it  by  two  diverlionla ;  on  the  north- 
east  one  of  which  our  stone  Btoo6,  perfutpt  at  the  point  of 
incidence. 

"  I  forgot  to  say  that  I  ehall  be  proud  to  see  the  Dean's 
thoughts  i  and  you  may  send  it  (if  the  Dean  will  be  so 
tsiad  aa  to  veatare),  in  Crowder'a  pai^t,  to  Green,  book- 
seller, at  Bury< 

"  Sir  John  Ctdlum  is  returned  from  loUe  tfaass  ten  days. 
Mr.  Vernon,  his  sister's  husband,  was  dead  a  day  or  two 
before  be  could  get  thenid  We  hope  to  have  him  at  home 
in  four  or  five  days  with  his  lady  and  sister,  &Ci  I  have 
never  heard  a  word  of  Mr.  Lort  since  his  return  to  Untflatid. 
If  he  is  in  Iiondon,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  him  that  a  letter 
with  a  little  literary  news  would  be  a  oordial  to  an  old 
friend  these  hard  tunes.  I  presume  you  can  easily  tnm 
to  England's  Gasetteer,  1775,  8vo.  Sd  sd.  Un^  tht 
article  Spittle  in  the  Streett  you  will  see  the  oironmatuiott 
you  are  so  kind  ^  to  su^^st  to  me,  or  one  very  like  it, 
a  little  more  detailed.  See  Magna  Briti  and  Idnoolnahir^ 
p.  1452t  I  travelled  from  Peterborough  bo  I^nooln^  and 
do  not  recollect  this  luune,  or  tbese  stones,  which  I  think 
would  not  have  escaped  me,  but  they  didi  Spittle  is 
between  liincoln  and  Humber.  I  travelled  in  a  one- 
horse  ohaise,  and  particularly  took  notice  td  my  raster, 
near  Sir  Ceoil  Wray's  new  oaateUafced  hooaej  thHt  die 
road  must  be  andent,  from  its  grand  eonvexity,  ftct  and 
asking  a  oountryman  if  it  had  Any  name,  he  readily 
mswered  that  it  was  Roman,  or  somewhat  Uks  it  My 
friend,  whom  I  mention  in  my  Essay  with  respee^  eon- 
tracted  such  a  love  for  our  lore  on  that  oooanon  that  he 
promised  to  have  the  Foss,  at  least  tiirouf^  LNcestcrahiit 
and  Lincolnshire,  surveyed,  wbich,  by  lighting  on  a  proper 
hand,  can  sometimes  be  done  cheap  {  bat  it  is  so  long 
since  that  I  have  no  hopes  of  anything  t  bat  I  era  deer  that 
the  spot  where  these  stones  stand  ought  to  be  meuored, 
to  see  if  any  two  or  more  agree  in  distance  with  one 
another,  or  if  any  two  stand  at  the  distance  aannder  of  a 
Roman  mile;  else  I  should  guess  they  were  set  up  at 
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random  as  to  their  interrala,  and  only  designed  to  be 
guide-pOHts  over  that  open  cosntrf .  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  the  President's  speech.  He  does  annual  honour  to 
the  chtur  by  them.  But  how  did  they  manage  to  hare 
fires  fur  the  sailors  ?  Would  not  these  act  as  Tentalators  i 
I  am  a  great  ttdmifer  of  his  fonner  speeches )  but  if  I  had 
the  honour  of  faia  acquEuntance  more  than  I  have,  I  believe 
I  could  point  out  an  improvement  or  two  in  each  of  them. 
I  am  g^d  Mr.  Strangs  has  at  last  discovered  that  the 
Arehceolo^a  is  the  proper  repository  for  such  goods ;  and 
wish  Mrt  Flantaj*  though  as  secretary  perhaps  he  could  not 
do  othefwise  than  he  did,  had  thought  of  usj  And,  then, 
they  hare  only  Swinton  left ;  and  much  good  may  he  do 
them  I  For  Why  ehte  are  the  Soeietaea  distinct  ? 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 

"  (jtaoiiOB  Abbbti" 

To  Richard  Godob,  Esq. 

"Dear  Sir,  Bwraw,  ii  Dm.  ittt. 

"  Sir  John  Cullum  informed  me  on  Toesday  last,  tliat 
TOQ  intended  reconnoitring  Thetford,  in  oompaoy  with 
Mr.  Grove,  who  saw  me  at  a  breakfast  at  Mr.  Lorf  a,  and 
to  whom  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  been  of  any 
service  when  he  visited  Bury.  But  I  hope  you  won't 
come  so  ne&r  without  allowing  me  the  pleasure  of  waiting 
on  you  both  at  Barrow )  or,  if  that  cannot  be^  of  giving  me 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  at  Thetford.  I  have  moved 
in  my  application  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and   think 

Ko  should  lie  by  till  the  event  ia  known.  I  never  heard 
fore  that  there  was  any  design  of  publishing  lliet- 
ford.t  1  beg  I  maj  have  the  honour  of  being  graced  by 
your  list  of  subscribers.  1  suppose  the  coins  strb<^  ftt 
that  towli  are  pretty  numerous.  I  believe  there  is  one  in 
St.  John's  College  library,  but  I  will  look  in  my  papeA 
and  be  certain. 

In  last  Gentleman's  Magazine  (p.  532)  Mr.  Nichols  aeka 
the  name  of  the  ambassador  that  produced  the  medal  of 
LioD  and  Lambs,  t  aak  for  the  meoal  itself,  not  but  that  I 
know  abundance  of  satirical  medals  were  coined  (in  Hol- 
land) which  are  not  easily  met  with  now.     Wltnefis  the 


Mr.  Atibf  ■Qadei  to  Mi  memoir  on  the  Ronumlih  lincniM,  printed  in  the 
PUlol.  TnoMCtfau,  toI.  IitI.  p.  189. 
t  Hutin'a  ••  Hiitorr  of  TkMfbrd"  wM  pDUblMd  by  BIr.  Ghmgtt,  4U.  17^9. 
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famous  one  of  the  ambassadors  of  France  and  Holland 
quairelUng  for  precedence  in  kissing  Oliver's  rump,  and 
the  Frenchman  saying  "  Retire  toi,  cette  honneur  appar- 
tient  a  mon  maitre."  I  have  subscribed  to  the  Whitby* 
yott  recommended." 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient  serTant, 
"  Gbo.  Abhby." 

To  Mb.  John  Nichols. 

"Sib,  "Bsrrow,  13M«r,  I78I. 

*'  Ton  will  probably  think  that  I  must  hare  been  bit  by 
a  mad  printers  devil,  after  complaining  of  the  plague  of 
correctmg  the  press  to  talk  of  another  vork,  though  a 
small  one.  However,  I  beg  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give 
me  your  opinion  whether  it  is  likely  to  pay  charges  to 
re-print  the  "Essay  on  Oentoo  Laws,"  from  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine.!  One  or  two  essays  are  wanting  to 
complete  the  design.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
they  were  ever  taken  notice  of,  at  least  not  publicly  by 
any  of  your  correspondents,  though  two  persons,  and  one 
a  bishop,  an  indisputable  judge,  without  suspecting  whose 
they  were,  spoke  favourably  of  tbem.  My  good  friend 
Dr.  Lort  (constantly  liable  to  be  mistaken,)  has  from 
the  beginning  been  urgent  with  me  to  say  my  say ;  and 
now  renews  his  attack,  because,  he  says,  people's  minds 
are  turned  to  Indian  al^irs. 

"  1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**G.  ASHBY." 

To  Mr.  William  Herbert. 

"Sib,  Butow,  iie»rBorrSt.EdniQnd'i,  Apta,  1787. 

"  I  am  very  desirous  of  being  benefited  by  your  great 
skill  in  typographical  antiquities,  and  shall  hope  to  be 
favoured  with  a  response  from  die  Oracle.  By  my  mo- 
ther's death,  about  a  month  ago,  I  am  become  the  owner 
of  the  book  mentioned  in  Typographical  Antiquities, 
vol.  ii.  p.  10764  I  presume  that  you  had  that  account 
through  my  friend  Dr.  Lort;§  but  it  is  vastly  it^a  digni- 
tatem  even  of  the  outsides,  a  description  of  which  I  shall 

•  The  HiBtory  of  Whitbj,  by  Lionel  ChwUoD,  York,  177S,  4to. 

t  Mr.  A«hby'i  long  Etiay  on  the  new  Code  of  Gentoo  Lewi  appeared  in 
MnralnambBnoftheaenUenian'iMagaiiiie.  See  Till.  ilTii.  pp.  479,  523, 
635  ;  ilviii.  113. 

„*,  "^T  ^^-    Tirwit'»  Moniinf   and  ETeninf  Priieri,   with    dim« 
Faalmei,  Himnei.and  Meditaticmg.    frinttd  for  Chmtapber  Barker,"  ]6do. 
("No.    ByB.GoBgli.    W.  H." 
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not  trouble  you  with  at  present;  only  wishing  you  to 
believe,  as  it  will  be  brought  in  argument  by  and  by,  that 
it  is  more  elegant  and  superb  than  any  you  probably  ever 
saw.  This  cover  comprises,  besides  Lady  Elizabeth  Tir- 
witt's  Prayers,  those  of  your  vol.  i.  p.  449.*  '  The  same 
without  date  or  printer's  name.  W.  H.  8".'  And  if  this 
was  all  there  would  be  no  occasion  to  give  you  further 
trouble,  but  only  to  thank  you  for  the  information  you 
have  thus  been  pleased  to  communicate.  Some  of  the 
difficulties  that  want  to  be  cleared  up  in  the  present 
case  are: — Along  with  the  book  baa  always  been  care- 
fully kept  a  bit  of  paper,  with  the  annexed  inscription. 


Thii  Book  of  FritRte  Pnjtr 
wu  piMcntsd  by  j*  Lidj  Elii. 
nrwitt  to  Ooeoi  Elii.  dining 
her  Con£iunDent  id  y<  Tonci  & 
;*  Queen  genenlly  won  it 
)i«T.ging  bf  a  Gold  Cbaino 
to  her  Girdle  Ik  >tt  lier 
death  left  it  by  WiU  la  ooe 
ot  her  women  of  her  Bedchuuber. 


which  is  all  the  external  evidence  that  can  now  be  had. 
My  mother  received  the  book  soon  after  her  marriage,  in 
1720,  from  her  husband's  father,  George  Ashby,  of 
Quenby,  Leicestershire,  M.P.  &c.  as  a  choice  beir-loora. 
Geoi^e  Ashby  was  bom  in  1656,  his  father  in  1629,  and  his 
grand&ther  was  married  in  1625.  These  four,  or  at  most 
a  fifth,  are  all  the  hands  through  which  the  book  could 
have  passed  fittm  1603  to  1787>  the  last  possessor  having 
had  it  for  sixty-seven  years.  My  mother  always  added, 
that  the  Chain  was  given  to  another  by  the  queen  at  the 
same  time.  'Xliis,  to  be  sure,  she  was  told  when  she  had 
it  given  her  by  my  grandfather,  then  seventy-two  yean 
old.  Here  we  have  mentioned  a  will  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
(which  would  at  once  determine  the  matter),  but  I  thought, 
from  Mr.  Nichols's  Royal  Wills,  that  Henry  VILf  was 

*  "  Prayen  Or  MedytaeioQl,  nherein  the  minds  ii  itimtd  picielitlf  to. 
Hifra  bH  aflliclioiit  hen,  to  ict  at  noogfat  the  njne  protpentee  of  this 
woride,  and  ilwwe  to  long  for  the  eierlMtyiife  fclicitee.  Collected  ont  of 
holr  woorkei  b;  the  moit  Tertnoiu  uid  graclom  Princewe  KBthdine,  ftoene 
of  Engluide,  Prannce,  and  Ireland.    Aimo  D'ni.  I54&." 

t  ■'  Henrr  Till.  Hid  Edw.  VI.  m*d«  wUli.     W.  H." 
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the  liut  who  mada  one.  Wa  vnil  my  then  tbftt  she  gave 
it  ftway  by  a  written  memorandum,  or  by  word  of  mouth, 
on  her  deatb-bed.  But  what  Bhidl  wa  say  to  the  Queen 
being  in  the  Tower?  Was  Lady  EUmbeth  Tirwitt  old 
enoogh  to  make  prayerB  tiien  ?  *  But  EUnbeth,  w  queen, 
WM  never  in  the  Tower.  When  prioeeu  slie  wtw  pat 
undar  different  confinementt )  and  onoe,  on  aecoant  <d 
Wyatt's  insurrectlDn,  in  the  Tower,  in  the  apring  of  1554, 
for  five  or  lix  weeks,  when  aba  was  about  twenty-one 
yem  old,  and  four  years  before  she  came  to  the  crown ; 
and,  aa  the  nation  wab  then  much  divided  in  politioa  and 
religion,  great  fears  were  entertained  by  Elisabeth's  well- 
wishers  for  her  safety  and  religion's  j  and  it  would  not  have 
been  strange  had  some  friend  drawn  up  some  prayers,  and 
conveyed  them  to  her  either  in  manuscript  or  pnnt.  She 
herself  wrote  some  (Typ.  Antiq.  96S,  948, 955, 1088,  note 
e);  and  six  manuscript  prayers  In  a  smaU  bible  (now  the 
Queen's,  from  the  Duchess  of  Portland);  but  the  prayers 
themselves  give  not  the  least  encouragement  to  such  a 
supposition,  There  is  not  a  single  idea  about  imprison- 
ment, or  other  heavy  affliction ;  besides,  which  is  decisive, 
Queen  Elizabeth  is  prayed  for  twice,  L  it.  and  M  mi.  by 
name ;  and,  though  tnere  is  no  date  in  the  title-page,  yet  M 
V.  3,  in  a  colophon,  1574  appears  with  printer's  and  pub- 
lisher's nameS)  twenty  years  later  than  the  princess's  impri- 
sonment {  nor  can  the  date  be  a  mistake,  because  Banier 
published  no  book,  and  Middleton  printed  only  six  years 
earlier.  Bee  your  excellent  Typographical  Antiquities,  ii. 
1076, 10&6 ;  utough  you  do  not  mention,  p.  1055,  Middle- 
ton  mnting  this,  or  any  other  book  for  Barker. 

"whose  arms  are  those  on  the  back  of  title-page,  vil.  a 
lion  rampant,  double  queued,  in  a  bordure  chai^  with 
u^t  esrallops  ?t  They  are  nothing  like  any  of  uie  three 
or  four  in  Kdmondson's  Ordinal  of  Anna  for  Tirwit :  X  they 
ant  not  Barker's,  Typographical  Antiquities,  1076,  and 
hsi^ly  the  printer  Mmdleton's,  for  whom  none  are  men- 
tioned t  and  perhapa  they  never  presumed  to  put  theirs  in 
books  printed  for  others. 

"  There  is  no  dedicatee.  Is  it  bis  patron  Walsingbaro'a'i'( 
_  Typ.Antiq.ii.  1075,m.  1081,1078,— no whereclearlytoW. 

*»Vm.    SaaF«Ma«WorthlM,*al.iip.irB.    W.H." 
t  "8MG«illim,p.  340.    W.  H."— Thar  we  sot,  bomrcr,  eltlier  oTUe 
coat*  tban  HMHoMd,  bat  uinuMitlr  tbat  of  OiMbridsB. 
:  "BMMo^m,  b.  I.  p.  si.    W.H." 
S  TheumiorWttainstiwiiWSM,  Mr*fMZSit.«dttiils,aeMNgq. 
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'*  Barlier  was  anrely  very  fond  of  bin  device  at  setting  out. 
In  thii  book  of  pnyen  be  bsa  inserted  it  four  times,  i,  e. 
M  often  nlmost  aa  tbere  wu  a  blank  page  at  the  end  of  a 
Colded  sheet ; — a  man  with  a  great  hatchet  barking  a  bit  of 
oak  on  a  very  lai^  stump  or  oircuhir  block;  other  pieces 
of  bark  lying  about  in  the  fore-ground. 

"  Doth  H.  Denham,  or  rather  T.  Bentley,  in  "  The  Mo- 
t  of  Matrones  (Typographical  Antiquitiet,  ii.  954,) 
gireanyoocountof  LadvEluabethTirwitt?*  She  is  called 
Temt,  ii.  10S2,  and  ner  prayers  mentioned  aa  in  32". 
Was  there  arer  an  edition  so  late  as  this  seems  to  be,  and  in 
iS^  ?  When  such  little  books  are  gathered  up  in  eights^f 
how  M&  it  be  determined  what  their  aiae  is  ?  See  the  two 
following  artielsa  in  the  note,  No-  43,  p.  1031,  853, 
and  865,  note  w.,  OSS,  note  g.  Lady  Elisabeth  Tlrwitt 
aHioi  to  ba  a  most  distinguiBhed  pereon  by  the  com- 
pany yon^  bring  her  in  with,  954,  note  I.  Is  any 
thing  said  of  her  by  Ubaldino,§  p,  117S,  of  Amory, 
&0.T  Howsvar,  I  see  no  marks  at  all  of  merit  or 
invention  in  these  proyers,  which  seem  for  the  most 
part  oopiad  from  the  hturgy,  with  one  or  two  peculiar 
absuFdiUes.  L  ii,  3,  is  another  morning  prayer  by  W.  B. 
[Who  ?]  II  1^  book  therefore  of  Lady  Tirwitt,  as  now 
in  print,  eould  never  have  been  with  the  Princess  Eliza- 
bath  ia  the  Tower ;  and  the  only  remwning  chance  of  veri- 
fying our  n^uBoript  note  is,  whether  the  Queen's  Prayers 
might  not.  !  prasnma,  and  hope,  that  you  have  the  un- 
dated edition  (^  and  if  that  was  for  certain  earlier  than 
lfi54,p.  449>**  it  might  be  struck  off  hastily  for  the  nonce, 
and  hence  no  name  of  printer  or  date.tt  But  why  suppress 
diB  Queen's  name }  All  three  Katharines  had  been  long 
dead.  Whoever  oonsiders  the  richness  of  the  binding,  and 
its  pwfbot  preservation,  will  never  think  that  either  Queen 
Eliaabeth,  or  any  body  else  intending  to  give  it  to  her, 
wonld  bind  up  such  a  little  book,  that  wanted  so  many 
laavea  ss  this  does,  in  the  moat  gl^ng  roanneff  viz.  by 
sharing  tike  edges  of  the  cut-away  leaves  as  they  stick  out 
before  the  tltio>page,  and  a  plain  gap  from  F  mi.  oateh- 

•  "Tm.    W.H."  t  "Anrliole,liil/,  orqnart«r>heeti." 

t  "i.«.  BentlBj."  I  "Ko." 

II  "  I  know  not  i  quwy  Wm.  Lord  BargUey.    W.  H." 
1>'I|M*a,  p.44g.     W.H." 

«•  "  It  i«.  M  in  tha  vnj*T  for  Okc  Kins  (Htwy  Vin.)  It  li  alterwl  tu  Ed- 
wirdVI.    W.  H." 
tt*'ltynot.    IV  tUlM  to  third  edit.  fnp,449,«ni41lc>.    W.tJ." 
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word  '  spue,*  to  latter  half  of  calendar  for  tventy  years, 
beginning  at  1583,  and  exhibiting  only  nine  years ;  or  spoil 
the  book  after  it  was  bound,  of  which  there  are  no  signs. 
And,  indeed,  though  they  might  at  any  time  cut  out  a  leaf, 
yet  they  coold  not  transfer  the  guard,  or  carton,  to  before 
title-page.  The  only  8UBpi<uon  which  I  can  think  of  is, 
(and  you  will  verify  or  destroy  it  in  a  moment,}  that'  in 
this  port  of  the  litany,  &c.  cut  away,  there  were  prayers 
for  the  pope  or  popery,  or  Queen  Mary,  which  the  indig- 
nant spirit  of  Elizabeth  could  not  hear  even  in  confinement, 
and  so  fairly  cut  every  offensive  part  away.  Or  was  the 
first  sheet  only  sent  to  her  as  soon  as  printed  off,  because 
suitable  to  her  situation,  and  no  more  after  her  deliverance  ? 
For  I  can  hardly  think  they  would  mangle  such  a  little 
book,  to  keep  it  thin,  from  the  consideration  that  the 
litany  was  to  be  had  in  Lady  Elizabeth  Tirwitt's.  And  why 
stick  in  such  a  calendar  ?  which,  irom  its  red  signatures 
and  letters,  and  commencement  in  1572, 1  venture  to  pro- 
nounce never  made  part  of  Queen  Katharine's  Prayers. 
On  any  of  the  former  suppositions  Elizabeth  would  not 
think  the  worse  of  this  companion  of  her  captivity  for 
being  mutilated, — I  mean  only  the  few  pages  of  the  Queen's 
Prayers ;  and,  therefore,  when  Lady  Elizabeth  Tirwitt's 
was  to  be  bound  up  fine,  either  by  her  or  the  Queen,  this 
mangled  book  was  sUpped  in,  and  not  thought  the  worse 
of  for  what  now  seems  to  make  it  not  worth  the  poorest 
binding.  As  to  the  calendar,  I  can  account  for  its  appear- 
ance here  only  from  the  then*  rarity  of  almanacs;  and,  as 
it  has  only  saints*  days  in  it,  it  serves  for  one  year  as  well 
as  another.  But  to  keep  it  small,  they  cut  away  the  first 
half  that  was  past  and  gone.  See  Typographical  Antiqui- 
ties, 1056,  'An  almanack,'  &c.  or  ratner  that  in  same  page 
to  '  Christian  Prayers '  [what  are  they  ?]  ,t  which  b^ns  in 
1572,  as  ours  doui,  and  is  perhaps  the  very  same.  Will 
this  jumble  of  books,  where  one  should  not  expect  it^  in  any 
way  help  to  explain  your  difficulty?  Vol.  1.  p.  2S5,  you 
caU  them  Katharine  Parr's  Prayers.!  I  own  I  have  had 
my  doubts.§  They  are  all  the  lamentations  of  a  person  in 
very  great  trouble  and  affliction  (see  title).  Was  this  the 
cose  of  Katharine  Parr?   The  time  to  be  sure  agrees,  and  so 

•  "NoM.    W.H."  t  "  An  AlmaoMk  for  iril.  rem.    W.  H." 

t  "OtherwiK   woald   Iutb  bean  (tfled  the  Ute  Qoten  of  Bnclud't 
PnTen.    W.H." 
I  «  AIM  Mr.  Wtl^ok.    W.H." 
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it  doth  to  HeniT  VIIL's  first  Katharine,  vho  died  January, 
1536.  D  T.  (if  it  had  a  signature)  f^.  v*'. — '  I  am  left  here 
poor,  and  as  an  oatlawe  in  the  land  of  mine  enemies.'— 
'  Comfort  mine  exile.'  Nothing  to  Queen  Katharine  Parr, 
but  quite  deacriptive  of  the  other  persecuted  princess. 
Shakespere  puts  exactly  the  same  Tords  in  her  mouth, — 
'  A  atranger  oom  out  of  your  dominions ;  my  friends  live 
not  here ;  they  are,  as  all  my  comforts  are,  far  hence, — in 
mine  own  country,'  One  says  of  her  in  the  beginning  of 
her  troubles,  'She's  stranger  now  again.'  And  if  you 
think  it  not  likely  that  she  should  compose  in  English,  the 
•ame  poet  has  made  her  say  to  Wolsey,  who  addressed  her 
in  Latin,  that  she  has  been  long  enough  in  England  to 
understand  the  language ;  so  I  think  she  might  compose 
or  transcribe  such  as  these,  or  her  chaplains,  and  otiiers 
about  her,  might  assist.  She  lived,  as  you  know,  a  retired 
and  devout  hfe  at  Ampthill  for  about  three  years,  and  died 
January,  1536.  Parr  lived  as  Queen  from  154S  till  1547, 
and  dieid  in  1548,  and  never  was  in  any  great  or  particular 
afDiction;  yet  I  own  I  am  staggered  by  what  you  say,  235, 
772,  544  twice,  559  twice  or  thrice,  954,  note  i,  954, 955, 
1005,  617, 1031,  No.  43.  I  am  too  aware  of  an  objection 
that  tbey  are  called  the  Queen's  Prayers  in  1545,  whereas 
the  Dowager  Katharine  was  proclaimed  Prince  Arthur's 
widow ;  and  so  to  be  sure  she  was  called  at  Henry  and 
Anna  Boleyn's  Court,  hut  not  at  her  own.  See  how 
tenacious  of  her  rank  to  the  last  moment  Shakspeare  has 
represented  her,  and  I  suppose  she  is  the  most  exalted 
female  character  of  any  by  him  portrayed.  This  ambiguity 
of  title  may  even  account  for  the  undated  edition,  which 
I  suppose  to  be  the  first,*  having  no  name,  and  the  two 
of  1545  only  ibe  general  one  of  Princess.  Would  not  Parr 
have  been  called  Queen,  as  she  was?  For  lamentations 
of  prisoners,  see  Duke  of  Somerset,  547,  745,  787- 

"  Do  none  of  Queen  Ehzabeth's  historians,  Hentzner, 
Melville,  Granger,  &c.  or  pictures,  exhibit  her  with  this 
book,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  worn  openly,  not  only 
from  the  MS.  paper's  evidence,  but  also  the  two  rings  for 
the  purpose.  See  a  hook  of  Christian  Prayers,  1569,  4to. 
1578,  1581,  and  1590,  p.  645,  which  shews  that  pray er- 
mdcing  was  in  fashion  aoout  that  time.  P.  1070,  "  Chris- 
tian Righteousnesse,  dedicated  'to  the  vertuous  and  my  very 

*  "  No.    Pr»y*r  Tor  Bdwwd  VI.    W.  H." 

VOL.  vn.  2  E 
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deare  frend  the  Lady  Elieabeth  Terwhit.  J.  Fielda  wiiheth 
enetease  of  godlines,  &c.'  Fare  you  well  from  my  poM« 
house  in  Grub  streat,  this  2d  of  November,  1677,  PP- 
128,  W.  H.'  also  without  date. 

"  Queen  Katharine  Parr's  title  to  prayers  mftde  for  or  by 
one  in  extreme  affliction  is  fully  establiahed  889,  reprinted 
BO  late  as  1563.  And  the  whole  matter  seemi  to  atand 
Uius.  An  undated  copy  of  [this]  ftueen's  prayer*  might 
be  in  the  Tower  in  1554,  with  the  Princeaa  Eliaabeth  ( 
but  that  neither  Lady  Eliiabeth  Tirwhit,  1574,  nor  4 
calendar  beginning  157i!,  or  as  it  now  atanda  158S,  oOuld, 
940,  the  King's  psalms,  and  the  Queen's  prmyers,  lS6fi| 
7?3. 

"I  have  got  the  concluding  half-sheet,  never  bound  or 
cut  open,  somewhat  damaged  in  the  bottom  lines  of  tnt* 
but  quite  perfect  and  complete  in  the  device,  which  yo« 
have  described  exactly,  p.  336,  No.  5.  The  work  oonsuta 
of  short  chapters  of  12  or  16  lines.  The  first  line  of  laA 
page:  'the  ground*  was  sad  and  Bur«,  so  y'  there  was  no 
fere  J*  last  line  J  'come  in  to  the  joy  of  thy  God.  Amen.'"* 
**  I  am,  Sir,  your  fiaithnil  servant 

*•  O.  ASttBTt" 

To  Richard  Oouoh,  Esq. 
"  Dbab  Sir,  19  UmtA,  ITM. 

"Tour  land  favour  of  the  20th  February  I  reoeivad 
only  two  days  ago  along  with  one  of  Mr.  Nichols  of  the 
8th  March.  When  1  saw  in  the  papers  the  other  day  tba 
melancholy  event  that  had  happened  io  his  family,t  I  w»" 
much  concerned  to  see  his  silence  so  completely  aocoonted 
for.  Shall  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  my  compliments 
to  Mr.  Nichols,  and  thanks  for  his  letter ;  and  aod,  that 
I  am  sensibly  sorry  for  his  great  loss,  as  I  had  seen  his 
amiable  lady. 

"  I  have  not  been  in  London  these  six  or  seven  years,  but 
when  I  do  go  thither  you  may  depend  upon  it  uut  I  will 
do  my  possibles  that  you  and  Mr,  Herbert  may  see  with 
your  own  eyes  the  precious  thing.    That  you  will'  find 

•  Pnt  of  this  letter  wu  m>da  km  of  by  Mr.  Her1)«rt  In  tbe  SnpplraMSl 
to  hii  third  tolnme  of  Tjpognphial  AntiquitiM  ;  ami  thi«  iMt  ftitptfk 
led  to  Mr.  Herbert'!  curiam  misUke,  u  nolioed  in  Mr.  Aahbj'i  MtbMqnait 
letter  of  Jane  4,  1790.  in  p.  421. 

t  The  Ion  of  bii  wife,  Feb.  S9,  IfSB. 
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it  bnawer  in  richnesB  and  elegance  to  every  thing  I 
haTe  advanced  I  make  no  doubt,  and  consequentiy  that 
it  will  excite  in  you  pleasure  and  admiration ;  but  as 
to  the  printed  contents  you  can  discover  nothing  more  than 
I  detiuled  to  Mr.  Herbert,  to  whom  I  sent  the  signatures 
of  every  Osfe  of  what  I  had  of  the  Queen's  Prayers. 
Those  of  Lady  l^rwitt's,  that  stand  £rst,  are  as  complete 
and  fresh  as  if  they  came  fW>m  the  press  only  yesterday, 
■o  is  all  that  I  have,  title  and  all,  of  the  Queen's  Prayers, 
vhieh  ire  totally  defective  after  a  few  clauses  of  the  Litany, 
and  are  followed  by  a  few  pages  of  a  totally  different 
work,  vll.  a  calendar,  and  a  few  pages  of  prayers  of  a 
muoh  later  date.  Now  I  cannot  conceive  where  the  diffi- 
culty is  in  any  gentleman,  who  has  these  three  hooks, 
comprehending  the  exact  state  and  condition  of  my  copy 
jost  as  well  as  if  he  saw  it.  What  I  want  to  know  is  some 
poaitht  testimony  for  the  book's  being  Queen  filisaheth's, 
BU<th  as  would  arise  from  its  appearing  among  her  Jocalia  in 
any  wardrobe  or  jewel-office  lut ;  and  one  such  we  have  at 
Cambridge,  but  the  weather  is  too  cold  at  present  to  go 
to  rummage  fireleil  libraries ;  and  my  own  is  so  defective 
that  I  have  not  Mr.  Oranger'a  book,  to  which,  I  mean  in 
the  Supplement  4to.  I  contributed  a  good  deal,  in  hopes 
he  mignt  mention  some  print  or  picture  where  this  book 
might  figure  at  her  aide)  or  that  Hentener,  Melville,  &c. 
might  dworibe  it  as  part  of  her  dress.  That  it  was  never 
mue  for,  or  bought  by  any  of  our  family,  I  make  no 
doabt  My  suspicion,  for  I  mean  it  as  no  more,  that 
Katharint  of  An^on  and  not  Katharine  Parr  might  pen 
the  Queen's  Vnyen,  no  ways  affects  its  b^g  Queen 
Elitabetii's,  and  with  her  in  the  Tower.  1  have  very 
fturly  mentioned  the  only  doubt  I  could  think  of  against 
the  veracity  of  the  testimony  of  the  note,  via.,  that  neither 
Qoaen  ElitabeUi  nor  Lady  THrwitt  had  wrote  a  word 
or  letter  in  the  book :  nor  is  there  any  printed  dedication. 
fiven  this  one  may  parry,  at  the  least  the  last  circum- 
stance, by  saying  that  at  the  time  of  printing  she  might 
bar*  no  thoughts  of  presenting  it  to  the  Qaeen ;  and 
that  the  binding  and  presentation  might  be,  aa  I  dare  say 
from  the  Calendar  it  was,  a  subsequent  affair. 

"As  to  the  manner  I  have  mentioned  Mr.  Herbert, 

how  could  I  do  otherwise,  as  I  am  obliged  to  his  printed 

book,  which  he  will  see  by  the  quotations  I  have  read 

carefully  for  all  the  luiowledge  I  have  of  the  subject,     i 

2  B  3 
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cannot  espreu  how  much  I  think  myaelf  obliged  to  any 
gentletDun  that  viU  exhaast  a  subject 

"  Queen  Elizabeth  might  give  my  book  by  a  nuncnpatory 
will,- or  even  make  her  own  hands  on  her  death-bed 
her  executors. 

"  I  have  read  yonr  Sepulchral  Monuments  with  mtich 
satisfaction. 

"  I  once  mentioned  to  Dr.  Iiort,  that  a  folio  list  of  the 

Prints  would  bind  up  better  than  tiie  4to. ;  and  that  I  did 

not  see  why  Autiq.  Soc.  in  Red  Book  should  call  th^ 

Council  F.R.S.  when  F.RJ3.  will  not  call  themselves  FA.8. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yonr  obliged  homble  servant, 

'*  G.  AsBBT." 

Mr.  Abhbt  to  Mr.  Nichols. 

"  Sib,  Bbt;  St.  EdmnBd'i,  S  April,  ITSB, 

*'  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  packet  and  bre- 
viate  of  an  epistle  which  I  received  yesterday.  The 
qnarto  Laneham  is  perfectly  sotislactory.  In  it  you  will 
observe  the  great  resemblance  between  the  running  at  the 
ring  there  described  and  the  excellent  tournament  at  Tot- 
tenham. The  men  ride  on  mares,  their  packs  or  pads 
have  no  stirrups,  &c.  &c.  Please  to  look  at  the  shght 
account  of  this  magnificent  entertainment  in  Gilpin's 
Northern  Tour,  who  takes  notice  of  the  curious  urcnm- 
stance  of  stopping  the  great  clock.  I  doubt  whether  Lane- 
ham  has  hit  the  true  reason.  When  I  was  a  yonog  man 
at  college  we  use  to  say  in  the  heel  of  an  evening, '  Beati 
non  numentnt  horas.'  Or  take  it  in  French  politeness : — 
A  King  of  France  asked  what  o'clock  it  was  ;  a  courtier, 
whom  we  may  &irly  call  the  flower  of  courtesy,  replied, 
*  Whatever  your  Majesty  pleases.'  A  queen  said  to  a 
nobleman,  'Your  lady  is  with  child;  when  doth  she  lie 
in  ? '  He  answered,  '  Whenever  your  Majesty  pleases.' 
Perhaps  you  and  I  shall  think  such  answers  perfectly 
absurd  and  provoking,  but  they  were  thought  at  the  time^ 
and  recorded  accordingly,  as  superfine  things. 

"  I  was  in  hopes  the  list  of  presents  might  have  contuned 
Lady  Tirwitfs,  or  her*   name,    or   my  relation's;   but 
it  is  too  early.     In  the  Catalogus  MSS.  Anglin,  fo. 
*  The  qoees'i, 

t  There  are  ire  RoUi  at  New  Tew'i  Oifta  of  tlte  rricn  of  Eliiabetli,  of 
the  4th,  9th,  leth,  30th,  and  31it  jean  of  ber  rtiga,  tn  t£e  Bdtlih  Mnnnm. 
I  ban  InAed  et  the  Jut  two,  but  find  ■othinf  ebont  Ac  book,  aqt  ii  Ladj 
TinrUt  awBtioMd.    F.M.  ~^        ^-,. 
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Bishop  Mora's  MSS.  last  section,  p.  368,  Nos.  9440, 
9441,  254,  255,  'A  book  contcuning  an  exact  account 
of  all  Queen  Elizabeth's  jewels,  plate,  and  other  stuff 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  John  Asteley,  Esq.,  master 
wid  treasurer  of  tJie  Queen's  jewels  in  the  1 6th  year 
of  the  said  Queen,'  fol.  *A  hook  of  the  said  Queen's 
jewels  and  plate  which  were  delivered  to  Sir  Edward 
Carey,  knight,  in  the  38th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said 
Queen.'  The  16th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is  1573, 
tod  I  do  not  suppose  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
calendar  beginning  imperfectly  in  the  middle,  viz.,  at 
1583,  that  the  book  was  hound  or  presented  sooner ;  so 
I  had  no  hopes  of  meeting  with  it  in  the  Srst  book :  but  in 
the  98th  or  1595,  on  a  delivery  of  the  whole  stock  from  one 
jewel-master  to  another,  I  hoped  it  might  turn  up ;  but 
upon  examining  at  Cambridge  no  such  books  are  to  be 
found ;  and  they  had  disappeared  before  the  present  Cata- 
logue was  made,  which  I  think  was  20  or  SO  vears  ago, 
by  Goodall,  the  under-librarian,  from  the  printed  fol. 
altering  the  numbers  in  the  mar^n  according  to  their  pre* 
sent  standings.  Tour  list  of  New-year's  Gifts,  1578,  is 
also  four  or  five  years  too  early ;  but  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  by  and  by  the  lists  quoted  at  p.  6£,  from  p.  15 — I/. 
Though,  had  th^  contained  the  book,  or  Lady  'Hrwitf  s 
name,  you  would  probably  have  mentioned  it.  As  to 
Lady  Tirwitt,  I  abotdd  be  glad  of  any  memobs  or  informa- 
tion about  her ;  but  the  book  is  perfect  and  speaks  fully 
for  itself.  There  are  several  lives  of  learned  ladies.  Tb. 
Bentley's  '  Monument  of  Matrones '  mentions  her.  What 
say  Ballard,  Amory,  &c.  &g.  ?  The  great  curiosity  of  the 
vbole  seems  to  be  the  undated  prayers  of  Qneen  Katha- 
rine, and  which  Katharine  ?  Why  imperfect ;  when 
what  is  preserved  is  as  fair  and  clean  as  if  printed  yester- 
day? How  many  leaves  are  wanting?  Did  the  rest  con- 
tain any  prayers  for  pope  or  popery,  or  any  thing  else 
that  Queen  Elizabeth  might  be  disposed  to  tear  away  in 
the  Tower;  and  was  the  half-calendar,  and  two  or  three 
leaves  of  a  book  printed  about  1572,  stuck  on  at  the 
end  by  way  of  afiording  a  finis }  By  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Lort,  I  suspect  that  before  now  he  has  put  my  rough 
account  into  Mr.  Gough's  hands,  and  when  he  has  satis- 
fied curiositv,  you  will  turn  it  over,  and  favour  me  with 
any  thing  that  occurs-  Might  one  not  hope  to  find  the 
original  book  from  whence  these  several  lists  are  taken 
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and  have  got  ftbout,  in  the  Jewel  or  Wardrobe  Office  i  and 
that  is  what  I  wish  anv  friend  like  MeiBrs.  Astle,  Topham, 
Craven  Ord  would  determine.  I  can  do  nothing  in  thit 
case  by  my  fireside.  Surely  mtmy  of  the  pretty  things 
the  Lists  mention  must  be  still  existing,  and  the  owdvs 
must  be  able  to  identify  them  from  thence.  Must  not 
the  first  article,  the  casting  bottle,  be  still  in  being  ?  so  too 
the  carosnet,  the  ship  of  mother  of  pearl,  &e,  8co.  It  it 
to  be  lamented  that  we  two  Universitiea  tent  to  much  of 
their  plate  to  be  melted  down  and  lost  for  ever  in  Chaiiei 
the  Firsf  a  time.  Had  tbey  pawned  it  for  ita  weight  and 
sent  him  the  money,  we  should  still  have  had  many  ouii- 
ous  specimens  of  antique  magnificence :  a  few  are  itill  to 
be  seen  at  some  of  the  ooUeges,  as  Benet,  Pembroke^ 
King's,  Emanuel,  &c.  If  the  colleges  could  not  have  re- 
deemed them,  some  at  least  would  have  escaped  the  melt- 
ing-pot by  their  beauty,  and  been  preserved  by  private 
persons. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"Obobgh  AaHBT.** 

Mr,  AaHBT  to  Mr.  Niobout. 

"DbAbSiB,  .  B1117  Saint  EdmnBdXlS  April,  ITM. 

**  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  List  of  ISew-yeu^i  Qifta  t 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  finding  the  Gold  Book  in  a 
similar  one,  could  we  light  on  the  right  year,  which  i 
guest  from  the  imperfect  calendar  was  about  1$8S,  or 
bter ;  you  will  probably  lament  with  me  that  the  two  lista 
are  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  Puhlio  Library,  but  the 
bare  mention  of  them  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  yon. 
We  may  be  pretty  certain  that  there  were  such  for  everf 
year. 

"  I  have  found  out  how  the  covers  of  my  Gold  Book 
can  look  so  thick,  and  yet  be  no  heavier;  they  are  hollow. 
I  see  no  name  among  the  court  ladies  that  I  can  iasten  on 
except  Cave,  p.  75  and  87 ;  and,  as  that  was  in  I577-S,  or 
twenty-five  years  before  the  Queen's  death,  I  think  the 
lady  would  be  too  old  to  marry  into  our  family;  otherwise^ 
as  you  well  know,  a  matrimonial  alliance  between  the  two 
houses  would  by  no  means  be  improbable,  thortgh  I  do 
not  find  it  confirmed  by  a  good  pedigree  of  my  own  dntw- 
ing-up.* 

*  No  nch  marritn  •ppean  fai  etthar  of  tbepedigrees  <rf  Carn  or  AaUiv  is 
Niobob'i  Hbtorj  or  iXrtmUn. 
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"  Handle  Holmes's  Academy  of  Armory  haa  lately  come 
to  my  notice.  It  is  a  most  excellent  book  for  Mr.  Her- 
bert Croff  8  purpose.  He  clearly  makes  out  some  of  the 
few  words  u>at  vere  too  lurd  for  me  in  your  '  Royal 
WUs/ 

**  Sorely  many  of  the  Lists  of  New  Year's  Gifts  must 
be  recoTerable,  either  in  private  hands  or  at  the  jewel  or 
wardrobe  offices. 

'*  Should  you  not  take  some  notioe  of  Whitaker,  who 
makes  your  heroine*  a  devil  incarnate,  so  early  as  to  be 
wt  the  bottom  of  foi^ng  the  love  letters  ?  t  That  she 
and  her  councillors  were  crocodiles,  I  oan  easily  believe, 
bat  not  that  she  interfered  in  this  particular  manoeuvre 
80  early.  I  think  I  have  as  sham  a  look  as  another  at 
detecting  a  forgery.  I  never  saw  Rowley  but  for  a  day  or 
two,  when,  as  &  as  I  knew,  Dr.  Glynn,  Tyson,  and  all  the 
world  had  not  a  scruple :  yet  the  Gsndeman'a  Magazine^ 
will  testify  that  I  declared  myself  freely,  and  at  large, 
though  not  so  lucky  as  to  be  honoured  with  notice.  I 
have  seen  Whitaker  only  in  a  review,  where  he  is  praised 
moat  devoutly,  but  for  my  life  I  could  not  see  for  what ; 
the  whole  seemed  to  be  a  mere  verbiage,  or  confident 
assertions.  I  have  read  Jebb,  Goodall,  Anderson,  &c.  &c. 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  Mary  wrote  the  letters,  and  went 
out  of  her  husband's  chamber  in  order  to  his  being  blown 
up.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the  three  copies  we 
have,  Frenoh,  Scotch,  or  Latin,  fell  from  her  pen ;  and 
the  only  difficulty  I  have  is,  that  what  she  did  write,  or 
was  charved  to  have  written,  doth  not  appear  in  the 
Cotton,  Y^verton,  or  any  other  of  the  numerous  collec- 
tions of  the  times.  One  may  wonder  too  why  many  of 
the  papers  sent  up  from  the  English  Commissioners  at 
Tork  for  Queen  Elizabeth's  perusal  were  in  Scotch. 
lliis  I  cannot  account  for,  yet  so  it  is.  How  strwige 
seems  the  men  giving  a  Virgin-queen  smocks  I 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 
"  Gbo.  Ashbt." 

■  QascB  Elinbeth. 

t  "  li«7  QuM  of  Sooti  ViodiMted.  Bj  tbe  Ser.  Jolu  Whitaker." 
3Tob.  Sfo.    ITBT. 

t  lUa  tcT7  iliic  article,  GontainlDg  "  Objectioua  to  Ihi  Authenticity  of 
Ila*lk'iPoemi,"ma]rbeHBniDQent.  Mag.  177T,  pp.  905— 90B.  Thia  ar. 
tMi  WIS  ««U  followed  bf  odb  dgaed  H.  D.,  writUn  bj  Hicbard  OoB|b, 
•aq.,  ttrOBglj  oppoaing  tha  uitbenticity  of  ths  poeou.  Another  able  artklci 
br  "  A  Detorter  of  lAtetuj  Impoutian,  bnt  a  Lorer  of  good  Foetrr,"  ts  in 
pp.  961-MS. 
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Mb.  Ahhby  to  Mb.  Wu.  Hbrbebt. 

"  Dbab  Sib,  Btur  St.  Ednud'i,  4  Jub,  itm. 

"  After  making  my  sincere  acknowledgment  of  the  Bat- 
tering manner  you  mention  me,  much  more  so  indeed 
than  I  deserve  on  tbis  occasion,  it  gires  me  real  concern 
to  observe,  that  by  some  inabUity  to  express  myself  intel- 
ligibly, I  have  occasioned  you  the  trouble,  page  1802,  to 
account  for  a  difficulty  that  has  no  ezisteoce :  as  there  is 
not,  nor  ever  was,  the  least  connexion  between  the  Grold 
Book,  and  the  concluding  sheet  of  some  such  work  as  a 
*  Liber  Feativalis,'  or  'Legenda,'  ending  with  lcto  ii. 
on  last  page,  as  on  preceding  page,  was  'In  translatio 
S'cti  Nicholiu;'  on  last  p^e  of  all  is  t^e  device,  pages  236, 
237,  No.  5.  It  is  a  4to.,  and  the  letter-press  of  the  page 
is  full  six  inches  deep,  and  the  device  full  four  inches 
deep,  and  three  and  a  half  broad.  I  never  dreamt  that  it 
could  be  confounded  with  the  Gold  Book,  which  is  only 
two  one-eighth  inches  high,  and  one  three-eighth  inch 
broad,  margin  included  in  both  dimensions^  aud  of  which 
I  understood  you  had  a  copy;  I  mean  the  undated  edition 
of  Queen  Katharine's  Prayers,  that  stands  last  of  the 
three,  and  has  W.  H.  after  it,  page  449.  The  hook  has 
been  in  our  family  from  Queen  Elizabeth's  death;  and 
the  fragment  came  into  my  hands  accidentally,  I  do  not 
know  how,  perhaps  twenty  years  ago ;  and  I  only  men* 
tinned  it  in  a  P.S.  as  a  curiosity,  that  whereas  the  first  and 
last  leaves  of  such  very  old  books  are  often  wanting,  a  last 
leaf  that  has  never  been  cut  open,  though  damaged  in 
the  lower  margin,  would  be  prized  by  those  who  bad  a 
copy  that  was  thus  imperfect.  It  is  a  small  4to.,  but  as 
it  wants  the  lower  margin,  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  signk- 
tures.  I  declare  I  am  quite  uneasy  at  the  thoughts  that 
anything  I  should  write  should  give  you  a  moment's  un- 
necessary trouble,  or  lead  yuu  into  a  bevue,  such  as, 
I  believe,  there  is  not  in  all  your  large  work  besides  ; 
though  you  must  have  trusted  to  many  other  people  for 
their  account  of  things,  which  you  could  not  see  yourself! 
As  you  had  mentioned  the  book^  I  never  suspected  that 
you  would  do  so  sgEun,  and  only  wrote  to  gain  informa- 
tion from  you  how  much  was  wanting  in  my  copy  of  the 
'Queen's  Prayers;'  and  any  conjecture  that  you  conld 
make  as  to  the  cause  of  such  imperfection  in  a  book  so 
superbly  botmd;   and  whidi  from  the  guards  appears 
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plainly  to  hare  been  in  this  imperfect  state  before  erer  its 
clotbuig  was  of  VTought  gold  and  divers  colours.  I  just 
saw  Mr.  Nich^B's  descriptioD  in  Preface  to  the  Prepresses ; 
this  he  took  from  an  account  I  drew  up  at  lai|;e ;  hut  he 
has  made  a  n&it  mistake,  if  I  remember  right,  in  sayings, 
Hat  the  writug,  which  is  on  two  small  loose  bits  of  paper, 
is  in  the  book.  There  is  not  a  word  of  writing  m  the 
book,  nor  a  blot,  nor  a  foul  finger-mark,  which  makes  the 
impwfection  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  could  not  happen 
by  common  wearing;  nor  would  such  an  imperfect  copy 
deaerre,  at  that  time  of  day,  when  it  would  not  be  nn~ 
common,  such  a  superb  binding;  for  since  then  it  has 
snffered  nothing. 

"  I  remember  that  once  sitting  in  Bishop  Mere's  Class 
of  first  printed  books,*  and  turning  over  Dav.  Clement's 
Bccoont  of  '  Rare  Books'  for  some  purpose^  my  eye  was 
caught  with  a  long  account  of  an  edition  of  Boccace  (a 
language  I  do  not  underatuid)  whose  existence  the  writer 
could  mu^y  persuade  himself  to  beUeve,  though  ssid 
to  be  among  Buhop  Mere's  hooka ;  I  thou^t  with  myself 
that  it  woiud  be  very  idle  not  tx)  see  how  the  matter 
stood,  as  the  book  must  be  within  my  reach  without 
getting  off  ^m  the  huffet-stool  on  which  I  sat:  I  did 
so ;  and  immediately  it  appeared  that  the  title-page  and 
three  or  four  first  leaves  were  all  in  manuscript,  to  com- 
plete :  so  to  be  sure  the  writer  had  either  undesignedly  or 
mmdulently  left  out  '  an  I,'  and  thereby  poKided,  or  per- 
plexed unnecessarily,  the  learned  writer,  who  knew  the 
edition  perfectly  well,  of  that  right  date. 

"  Sometime  sgo  I  borrowed,  and  had  copied  almost  to  a 
fac-siniile  the  comedy  of  "The  Nice  Wanton/  HDLX.t  I 
have  also,  my  own,  a  small  4to.  volume,  containing  '  The 
Shepheardes  Calender,*^  at  London,  printed  by  Hugh 
l^leton,  &c.  1579. 

"  I  am,  with  true  conrom  for  the  trouble  I  have  given 
yoQ^  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  &ithful  servant, 

"  Gbobgk  Abhby." 

Mr.  AsHBT  to  Mr.  Nichols. 
"  Dbah  Sib,  -   Boiy  St.  Bdnnuid-i,  33d  Ime,  1790, 

**  As  to  Histories  of  Counties  I  wish  those  that  lived  in 
them  were  aa  well  disposed  to  describe  as  those  without. 

}  md.  p,  ui. 
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Witneia  Sir  W.  finrrell  and  Cmven  Ord.  Of  the 
Leicestenhira  I  had  a  few  sheeta>  but  have  not  bean  able 
to  find  them  of  two  or  three  yeva  last  past.  I  had  ex- 
tracted the  particulars  of  W.  Burton's  life  from  bis  book, 
and  Mr.  Googh  published  the  sabstaoce  of  it  in  BriL  Topog. 


On  my  papers  he  has  noted — not  to  be  /(mud — meanins 
that  vhat  I  say  is  not  in  the  page  I  quote.  But  it  is,  and 
Mr.  Oough  was  not  aware  that  Uis  paging  runs  wrons  for  a 


good  way  together.  I  have  an  interleaved  Magna  Biitao. 
n>r  the  connty,  with  many  raferenoes  to  books,  &c. 
But  the  treasure  is  elsewhere,  without  possession  of  which 
I  think  nothing  should  be  attempted.  The  kte  Sir 
Thomas  Cave  borrowed,  and  kept  many  years,  the  ii&- 
proved  copy  of  W,  Burton,  belonging  to  Ixnd  Cfaetwynd, 
and  before  he  returned  it  had  it  copied  by  his  elegant 
daughter  Penelope,  long  since  dead.  It  is  nuuiy  years 
ago  that  1  saw  this  copy,  and  to  the  best  of  my  remem- 
branoe  it  was  a  la^  folio  in  vellum,  but  not  very  thick. 
I  think,  too,  there  was  another  lesser  folio  t  prob^y  <uily 
the  MS.  additions  were  transcribed  by  the  young  lady. 
I  remember  there  were  drawings  of  her  doing.  Some  few 
years  ago  I  waited  on  Sir  Thomas's  son,  the  Rev.  Charies 
Cave,  Rector  of  Finedon,  Northampton^ire,  to  get  a  better 
idea  of  thia  work;  when  to  my  surprise  he  produotd  a 
peifOTmance  of  a  very  different  sise,  &c.,  vis,  ob  Thomai 
oiro  history  in  his  own  hand  on  foolaoap-siBe  p^MT,  in 
loose  sheets  doubled  up  in  quarto ;  by  what  little  I  saw  it 
seemed  to  be  the  descent  of  property  from  Rot.  Pit.,  &il, 
in  the  pubbc  offices.  Sir  llomaa  Cave  was  at  first  a 
younger  brother,  and  bred  a  cooDsellort  the  hand  is 
exceeding  neat,*  and  I  should  suppose  the  eontents  of 
value,  as  what  cannot  be  got  without  moch  expenee  and 
trouble.  Upon  my  saying  that  this  was  not  what  I  ex- 
pected to  find,  be  assured  me  that  this  was  what  he  bad 
from  bis  father,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  other.  He  seemed 
to  be  no  way  averse  to  a  publication,  if  it  was  thought  credit- 
able.t  He  sat  in  a  good  library  of  hooks,  which  were  pro- 
bably his  father's.  I  guess  so  from  there  b^g  more  Uian 
common ;  yet  I  think  the  transoript  must  be  with  tiie 
present  baronet  at  Stanford  Hall,  and  William  Burton's 
original  for  certain  with  the  heir  of  Lord  Chetwynd.     Mr. 

*  Tbet«  wera  Peck'i  Extract!  from  the  Patent  Rolli. 

t  All  thcM  coUactiwit  of  Sir  TkMM*  Om  mra  eem 

Rn.  ^  ChMlsa  Can  to  Mr.  IjidioU,  tor  Uf  Hiitorjr  or : 
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CsTB  told  me  that  his  father  had  borrowed  somewhat  of  a 
MS.  from  a  college  in  Oxford^  and  that  it  *  was  lost  in  the 
return,  I  think  in  it  was  our  pedigree,  but  that  was 
oopled  into  the  work  he  showed  me.  I  gave  him  my 
pedigree,  that  I  bad  printed  about  twenty  yean  ago.  I 
oavB  been  minute,  that  you  might  know  where  the  richest 
materials  are  j  and  which,  I  think,  a  civil  application 
woold  procure.  A  few  years  ago  I  thought  of  buying 
the  ReT.  Mr.  Peck's  MSS.  i  but  Sir  Thomas  Cave  stepi    ' 


in  before  me,  and  had  all  for  a  trifle,  twenty  pounds  or 
leas,  and  among  them,  to  be  sure,  the  fine  book  he  gave 
to  the  British  Museum.  All  these  must  be  of  value  to 
the  ftiture  historian,  and  for  certain  are  at  Finedon  or 
Stanford  Hall.  Among  Bishop  More's  MSS.  at  Cam- 
bridge, was  a  re^Bter  of  Oerendon,  or  some  other  Abbey  t 
in  Leioeatenhire ;  but,  I  think,  it  was  missing  when  I  last 
looked  for  it,  as  is  the  case  of  the  Wardrobe  Master's 
accounts  of  Queen  Eliaabeth'a  Jewels,  in  which  I  hoped 
to  have  f^nd  my  Gold  Book  commemorated, 
**  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  G,  ASBBY," 

*'Dbak  Sir,  Bnry  St.  EdmoDd'i,  6  Aug.  1790. 

'*  My  MS.  eoUectiona  for  Leicestershire  are  s^e,  and 
with  the  interleaved  Magna  Britannia  and  printed  pedi- 
gree^  maoh  at  your  service.  If  in  the  mass  of  your  collec- 
tions you  find  any  thing  of  an  annual  payment  of  40^  from 
Squire  WollaatoD's  estate  at  Shenton,  to  the  Rector  of 
Market  Boawortb,  I  wiah  you  would  let  me  know;  yoa 
perceive  it  is  too  large  a  sum  for  a  common  modus.  In 
return,  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  a  letter 
of  Atterbory,  which  I  have  the  offer  of,  with  some  letters 
of  the  Foley  family.  What,  or  whose  is  the  £lmsthonie 
Moaeum  ?|  1  am  turned  showman  myself,  but  only  in  uie 
fossil  way.  I  shall  send  you  nothing  of  the  Thurmaston 
inacriptifm,)  because  it  is  so  long,  and  never  will  be 
finished,  aa  I  have  not  the  books  be^re  me  to  veri^  my 
numerous  quotations,    I  take  some  merit  to  mysdf  in 

•  A  VuttatioB. 

t  ProlMblj  Mr.  Ailibj  illadM  to  >  raglitsr  of  OanlTMton  or  Oustoa 
JUbej  in  Ldccitcrdilre,  of  which  ■  portion  «u  romicrlr  in  Biibop  More'i 
colleetiaii,  uid  li  no<r  preserved  in  the  Public  Libnrj  it  Cuabildn,  marked 
Dd.  iii.  87. 

t  Mr.  Fowke'i.    S«e  Hiltor;  of  Leiceetenhire,  vol.  IT.  p.  60S. 

4  Mr.  A*bj'«  Bmrt  on  the  Romai  MlHtarr.  He  aft^mi^  lent  it  to 
Ur.NUob.    8wp.W. 
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maklnff  it  out,  as  Dr.  Percy  vas  bo  fwrticularly  positive  u 
to  its  int^^ity.  If  ever  I  wu  to  finish  it  for  public  view, 
I  could  wiab  it  to  appear  m  Arcbteolo^a  as  the  companion 
totiiAtoncoinof  Nerva*  in  Vol.  III.  You  promise  a  map; 
I  could  wish  that  you  would  besides  regale  us  with  a  puio 
of  the  Foss  Road  t  through  the  county,  in  the  manner  of 
Ogilby  and  Armstrong.  There  is  generally,  in  every 
iteighbourhood,  some  poor  deserving  surveyor  that  would 
be  glad  to  work  well  and  cheap  j  he  must  have  some 
instructions  given  liim  on  this  new  subject,  such  as  looking 
for  the  course  of  the  road  from  one  hill  to  another,  and 
being  aware  tiaat  he  must  not  be  discouraged  at  the  road's 
being  taken  into  modem  inclosures,  and  hedges  set  down 
across  it,  as,  if  I  remember  light,  is  the  case  in  Thurmas- 
ton  lane,  or  not  tax  from  Bel^ve  turnpike.  One  should 
be  glad  too  of  the  Watling  Street  being  done  in  the  same 
way,  though  that  is  probably  better  known,  as  more 
travelled,  and  so  less  defaced  or  degraded. 

"  It  is  pleasant  enough  that  at  pp.  €17  and  618  of  Gfent. 
Mag.  you  should  be  pruiting,  from  a  MS.  on  vellum  bound 
in  plated  silver,  my  piintedliook,  bound  in  gold,  of  which 
you  will  see  three  editions  in  Mr.  Herbert's  Ames,  p. 
449.  Mine,  I  conclude  to  be  (as  far  as  the  short  de- 
scriptiou  warrants  me)  the  third,  or,  at  least,  an  undated 
edition.        "  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  bumble  servant, 

"  G.  ASHBT." 

%*  Mr.  Richard  Greene,  of  Lichfield,  communicated  to 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  l790t  a  copy  of  a  Manual  of 
Devotions,  written  on  vellum  and  bound  in  a  singular 
manner  in  plated  silver.  The  size  of  the  book  is  two 
inches  and  a  half  by  two  inches.  At  the  end  is  written,  in 
a  different  manner,  an  account  by  what  means  it  became  the 
property  of  its  present  possessor,  John  Levett,  Esq.  "  Tbe 
Private  Manual  of  Devotions  of  Catherine  Parr,  Queen 
and  survivor  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  given  to  Lady  Tuke, 
daughter  to  Sir  Bryan  Tuke  (Privy  Councillor  to  tha 
aforesaid  King),  and  my  great-great-grandmother.  It  was 
then  in  the  possession  of  Lady  Margaret  Hastings,  my 
cousin,  from  whom  I  received  it  Oct.  7t^,  a.d.  1669. — 
Thos.  Lawrence." 

*  8m  befim,  p.  395, 

t  Two  m4pi  of  tlw  FoM  B(«d  art  giren  Ux  Uia  Hlftoiy  oT  LeicMtsr- 
ihin,  TOL  L  p.  cliL  X  8m  Qmt.Mis.fw  1790,  pp.  617,  TOO,  7SI. 
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"  Crew  Offley,  Esq.  married  the  last  heiress  sf  the 
Lavrencfl  family,  by  whom  he  had  issue  John  OiSey,  Esq.^ 
who  sold  the  estate  of  Whichnor,  in  Staffordshire,  wiot 
every  article  that  was  in  the  mansion  and  on  the  premises 
at  the  time  the  bargain  was  agreed  apon,  to  John  Levett, 
of  Laohfield,  Esq.,  by  which  means  the  above  Manual 
became  his  property,  and  is  now  (1790)  in  his  possession. 
"  B.  Gbbbnb." 

This  manuscript  copy  of  Queen  Katharine  Parr's  Prayers 
b^ng  incomplete,  Mr.  Herbert  communicated  the  re- 
mainder of  it  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1790, 
S986,  transcribed  from  the  first  edition,  printed  byThomas 
erthelet,  king's  printer,  in  the  year  1545  ;  by  which  it 
would  appear  that  the  MS.  communicated  to  the  Magazine 
contained  little  more  than  half  the  devotions ;  thus  render- 
ing the  meditations  referred  to  in  the  Magazine  complete. 
Mr.  Herbert  remarks,  "  It  is  not  a  little  extraordmary 
that  the  Manual  of  Devotions  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Levett,  as  well  as  that  other  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Ashby,  should  be  so  superbly  bound,  notwithstanding  the 
imperfection  of  their  contents." 


Mr.  GouQB  to  the  Gbntleuan's  Magazinb. 

"  Mb.  Ubban,  Aug.  6,  1790. 

"By  the  extract  hitherto  communicated  by  your  cor- 
respondent Mr.  Greene,  p.  61G,  from  his  Manual  of 
Prayers,  it  should  seem  to  be  a  MS.  of  the  same  that  was 
printed  byBerthelet  twice,  1545,  and  a  third  time  without 
date  or  printer's  name.  (Herbert's  Ames,  p.  449,  in  48 
pages,  sixteens,  besides  a  prayer  for  the  king,  a  prayer  for 
men  to  say  entering  into  bataile,  a  devoute  dayly  prayer, 
another  prayer,  and  a  devoute  prayer ;  making  in  all  above 
60  pages.)  By  the  binding,  in  silver  plate,  I  am  led  to 
suspect  it  was  the  queen's  own  copy ;  unless  we  should 
suppose  that  the  devotional  book  in  the  possession  of  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Ashby,  hound  in  gold  plate,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Herbert  (ibid.  p.  1076),  may  have  contained  such  a  manual 
for  her  Majes^'s  use,  and  this  nlver  one  have  belonged 
to  some  of  her  family  or  suite;  or  this  collection  of 
prayers  by  Katharine  Parr  may  have  been  bound  for 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  probably  derived  consolation  from 
them  during  her  confinement ;  for,  as  Mr.  Herbert  justly 
otnervcs,  p.  1 802,  *  We  know  not  what  has  been  cut  out 
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from  this  famous  littlfl  biBneine.*  As  to  irhat  Mr.  A. 
there  cbIIb  the  '  concluding  naif-sheet,*  with  the  msTk  of 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  it  appears  that  he  meant  the  conolnding 
sheet,  not  of  tJiis  collection,  but  of  some  other  work,  dif- 
ferant  both  in  matter  and  siae ;  for  all  de  Worde's  marks 
that  Mr.  Herbert  has  seen  are  for  a  folio  or  quarto  ptee. 
After  all  that  has  been  said  about  this  Oolden  bool^  UM 
truth  respecting  it  can  never  be  aacert^ned,  until  Mr. 
Herbert  or  some  one  equally  vsrsod  in  these  voMttttUt  is 
permitted  to  have  a  sight  of  it. 

"D.  H." 

Mr.  W,  Hkrbert  to  the  Gentleman's  MAOAZitiE. 
"  Mr.  Urban,  gept.  lO.  iT90. 

"  I  persuade  myself  your  candour  will  allow  me  a  small 
space  m  your  very  useful  repository,  to  rectify  a  seeming 
mistake  in  your  correspondent  D,  H.'b  remark  on  Mr. 
Greene's  MS.  of  Queen  Katharine  Parr's  Manual  of  Prayera, 
bound  in  silver  plate,  and  t^e  Rev.  Mr.  Ashby's  fragment 
of  a  very  small  printed  edition  of  the  same,  &c.,  bound  in 
Gold  plate,  in  p.  705,  where  he  says,  'all  de  Worde*3 
marks,  that  Mr.  Herbert  has  seen,  are  for  a  folio  or  quarto 
page.'  Indeed  all  of  them  might  be,  and  some  fd  them 
were,  used  to  his  folio  editions,  as  particularly  one  of  bis 
smallest  to  'The  prouffytable  Boke  for  Mannes  Soul,' 
&c.,  OS  Typographical  Antiquities,  pp.  190-194.  He  had 
two  other  very  small  marks,  or  devices,  as  may  be  seen  on 
the  cut  facing  p,  117.  His  picturesque  one,  whitih  is  tlie 
largest  he  is  known  ever  to  have  used,  was  mostly  ap* 
pendaged  to  his  grammatical  treatises  in  quarto.  AU  the 
devices  of  Wynkin  de  Worde,  that  have  come  to  toy 
knowledge,  are  described  in  pp.  236,  S37< 

"Yours,  &C.W.H.'* 

Mr.  AsHBf  to  Mr.  Nioholb. 
"DkabSih,  BDeo.  i7Bd. 

"  I  received  ho  account  inclosed,  flee,  but  that  did  Dot 
signify,  as  it  was  to  be  seen  in  Gent.  Mag,  I  am  glad  to 
lind  that  at  last  ^e  difficulty  is  to  be  cleared  up,  or 
attempted,  at  least,  which  I  proposed  at  first,  via.  why 
such  an  imperfect  copy  was  so  superbly  bound  to  be  given 
to  a  queen,  when  perfect  copies  could  hardly  be  Karse. 
My  book  was  prooaUy  a  New-year^a  Gift;  one  aomewlurt 
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likfii  is,  I  think,  todntioned  itt  the  preface  to  tlie  Progreues. 
My  gnesi  is,  that  the  identical  oopy  of  Queen  Katharine 
Parrs  Prayers  «as  Queec  Elisabeth's  book  when  princess 
and  in  the  Tower,  or  under  restraint,  and  that  there  was 
•enswhat  about  poMry  in  the  part  now  wanting  which  she 
had  torn  out  and  burnt,  but  tbat  the  remainder  she  had 
prentvsd  and  Taluad  as  the  companion  of  her  troubles ; 
that  Liuly  l^nrhit  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance, 
and  b^tged  she  might  have  the  honoul*  of  perpetuating  i^ 
by  putting  it  into  an  handsome  binding  i  so,  slipping  into 
the  same  coat  her  own  Jimyers,  she  fiuly  did  what  Pop* 
desciibM, 

'  Wlilch  pucnt  anthon  ware  to  kind  to  gild.'* 
"  The  blunder  between  Mr.  W.  H.  and  me  arose  thus  i  I 
concluded  that  the  undated  edition,  No.  3.  or  last  in  Typ. 
Antiq.  with  W.  H.  after  it,  was  the  same  edition  as  my 
fragment }  I  theref(»e  sent  all  the  signatures  of  what  I  had, 
Mia  desired  the  favour  of  Mr.  W.  H.  to  tell  me  bow  much 
was  wanting,  and  could  not  help  wondraing  why  he  made 
any  difSciuty  of  doing  soi  Now  the  reason  is  plain 
enough  (  my  diminutive  edition  seems  an  unique ;  conse- 
quently the  signatures  would  hear  no  aneement  with  his 
octavo  oopy,  and  he  probably  not  attending  to  the  account 
ot  the  sin  of  mine,  preeuming  it  must  be  one  and  the 
same  aa  his  own,  could  not  make  out  any  meaning  in  what 
I  said)  but  as  he  was  a  master  in  Israel,  be  was  not  to 
suppose)  or  allow  at  least,  that  any  edition  had  escaped 
his  rssearcfaesj  and,  therefore,  he  was  to  A-ame  an  hypo- 
tiiesis,  &c  by  way  of  saving  somewhat  in  order  to  evade 
B  difficulty  ^at  he  could  not  answer  in  a  few  words.  Mr, 
Gough  can  tell  you,  I  believe^  that  Mr.  Price  behaved  just 
in  the  same  manner,  though  for  a  different  reason,  about 
the  Life  of  S.  Werburg  in  the  Bodleian.  The  story  is  a 
special  good  one^  but  rather  too  long  for  a  letter, 

"  The  Manusoript  Prayer  Book  on  vellum  would  cer- 
tainty be  thicker  than  one  printed  on  thin  paper ;  but  is 
it  at  all  probable  that  the  former  would  be  bound  in  two 
Tolumes  when  the  quantity  of  the  whole  was  so  little,  and 
the  covering  so  costly  ?  and  would  a  queen  have  separated 
nich  a  small  book  by  giving  it  to  two  peraoos?  And 
■  Thli  lalvke  of  Prmjrm.  bonud  im  told,  nftBrwardi  (but  when  I  do  not 
kam')  cuaa  into  the  poiusiion  of  tbe  Daks  of  Suuei,  and  wu  sold  with 
hii  trinket!  ind  jaweli  at  Chriitic'i  tn  IB43,  irheD  [t  wu  purchated  by  Mr. 
Fanar,  of  Wardovr-ttreet,  fM>  14Tf>  Us  asw  W  it  on  wle,  ud  I  belien 
Titaaa  tt  St  2001. 
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That  shall  we  say  to  my  printed  half  that  has  two  other 
things  stack  to  it  when  originally  bound,  for  one  cannot 
reckon  the  separation  of  chain  and  book  (according  to  onr 
family  tradition)  to  he  at  all  similar  to  sphtting  a  little 
manwil  of  prayers  into  two  imperfect  fragments,  whereas 
the  chain  and  book  divided  into  two  complete  things. 
The  copy  I  sent  yon  is  exact  as  to  size,  number  of 
leaTes,  cartons,  or  guards,  &c.  but  owing  to  thickness  of 
paper  looks  more  clwnsy  and  thicker  than  the  original, 
which  has  the  appearance  of  an  oblong  flat  or  alwUow 
snuff  box.  such  as  were  in  feahion  fifty  years  ago. 

"  Q.  ASHBT." 

Mr.  W.  Hbrbbrt  to  the  Gentlbman^b  Maqazinb. 

"  Mb.  UebAN,  CheihTO^  J«n.  16,  1791. 

"  HsTing  been  favoured  with  a  fac-sii^e  copy  of  the 
curious  littie  miscellany  of  devotions,  very  superbly  bound 
in  solid  gold,  which  Queen  Elizabe^,  it  is  said,  usually 
wore,  hsnging  by  a  gold  chain  at  her  side;  of  which, 
according  to  promise  mdicated  in  p.  988,  you  herewith 
receive  a  more  particular  and  correct  account  than  I  was 
enabled  to  ^ve  when  "  The  Typographical  Antiquities  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  "  were  published ;  and  entreat 
your  indulgence  to  give  it  a  place  in  your  valuable 
repository. 

"This  rare  collection  of  devotional  pieces  begios  with 
'Morning  and  Euening  Prayer,  with  diuers  Psalmes, 
Himmes,  and  Meditations.  If  Made  by  the  Lady  Elisa> 
beth  Tirwit,  Seene  and  allowed.  Printed  by  H.  Mid- 
delton,  for  Christopher  Barker.'  This  tide  is  printed 
within  a  border  of  metal  flowers.  On  the  hack  page  is  an 
escutcheon  bearing  these  arms,  A  licfn  rampant  doable 
queued,  in  a  bordure  charged  with  right  escallops. 
These  prayers,  &c.  occupy  signatures  M,  in  eights ;  the 
size  of  the  leaf  is  two  inches  and  a  half  high,  and  one 
inch  and  three-eighths  broad,  mar^n  included  in  both 
dimensions.  Prefixed  thereto  is  "  A  briefe  Exhortati<m 
Tnto  Prayer,*  in  six  leaves;  the  form  of  Morning  Prayer, 
on  seventeen  leaves ;  Evening  Prayer,  on  eight  leaves. 
On  the  last  of  them  is  C.  Barker's  device,  as  represented 
on  the  frontispiece  to  *  The  Typographical  Antiquities,' 
with  this  couplet  over  it : 

ABukcrifronwiU: 
In  bune,  but  not  in  iVill. 
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'"Then  follow  'Certaine  godlf  Sentences,'  on  fonr 
leaTfis,  with  the  same  device  on  the  back  of  the  lut.— 
'  Certaine  other  godly  Prayera,'  on  twentjr-tfaree  learea ; 
the  back  of  the  last  blank. — 'Hymnes,'  on  aeventeea 
learea,  with  the  tame  device  on  the  back  of  the  last,  and 
a  blank  leaf  after  iL — *  The  Lettanie,'  on  seventeen  leaves, 
concluding  with  the  'Prayer  of  Chriaostome ;"  before 
which  are  inserted,  'A Prayer  for  the  Queen'n  Maiestse/ 
and  '  A  Prayer  for  Pastors  and  Ministers  of  the  Chorch.' 
On  the  back  of  the  last  of  theae  leaves  is  this  colophon, 
T  Imprinted  at  London,  by  Henrie  Middelton,  for  Chrts- 
topber  Barker,  1574.'  Cbi  another  leaf  is  C.  Barker*! 
device  again;  and,  lastly,  a  blank  leaf.  These  prayersy 
&C.  by  Lady  Tirwit,  were  re-printed,  with  considerable 
variation,  and  without  the  Letany,  in  Tho.  Bentley'a  2d 
Lamp  of  Vii^Ditie,  vol.  i.  p.  103 — ISB. 

"The  next  article  in  this  curious  miscellany  has  the 
following  title  in  a  border  of  metal  flowers*  'The 
Queenes  Pn^rs,  or  Meditations ;  wherein  the  Mynde  is 
ttirred  to  sn£Jer  ail  Afflictions  here.'  On  the  back  is  the 
text,  CoL  iii.  1,  2.  It  is  needless  to  describe  these 
prayers  particularly,  as  they  differ  only  in  orthography 
nom  those  you  have  given  from  Mr.  Levett's  carious  MS. 
bound  in  silver,  in  your  Magazine  for  last  September,  and 
the  residue  thereof  Irom  Berthelef  s  edition,  printed  1545, 
in  that  of  Kovember  following.*  I  shall  only  menHon 
tbat  the  running  title  throughout  is  'The  Queenes 
Fruers ;'  even  over  that  part  of  '  The  Letanye,'  which 
remains  in  this  splendid  hindinz.  A  probable  reason  for 
leaving  out  the  residue  of  Uie  Litany,  might  be  to  render 
tbe  ToTume  more  portable ;  the  whole  Latany  having  been 
inserted  at  the  end  of  Lady  'Hrwif  a  prayers.  It  would 
doubtless  have  been  taken  entirely  away,  but  tbat  *  The 
Iietanye'  begins  on  the  same  page  (F  iiii)  on  which  the 
Queen's  prayera  end.  These  are  complete  according  to 
the  printed  editions,  but  at  the  eod  of  the  meditationa  is 
only  *  A  devoute  Prayert  to  be  sayde  daiely.'  See  Gent. 
Mag.  for  Nov.  1790,  p.  9BB.  The  four  first  leavea  are 
without  a  signature,  B — E,  in  eights ;  F  has  only  four 
leaves  remaining.  Had  this  piece  been  left  entire,  we 
might  very  likely  have  found  a  colophon  at  the  end.    I 

■  Bm  p.  42S. 

t  "  WUch  ii  ■  (bort  eountnt  npen  the  Lord'i  fnjw.    W.  H." 

VOL.  Til.  3  r 
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here  an  edition  not  moch  krgerr  tbaa  the  fonnMHtifoned 
Qoeei^s  Prayers,  printed  by  WiKan  How,  \&7K  vUdl 
Km  its  ^e,  Tevbatimy  the  sime,  and  eiiTironsd  iriib  * 
Virder  c^  the  siune  metal  ikftnxa,  tmd  hM  the  smmt  fhi* 
A^  title,  efen  toi  the  end  of  ihe  'Letsny/*  Ftma  mi 
irieat  aioHlftrity  may  it  not  reasonably  be  etmjecbmA  tet 
lodi  editions  mre  t>rinted  by  bdm  ?  I  cnmot  mfipoM 
Q.  Katfaulnfl  Pbr  put^sbed  tbese  meditatraBs  an4 
pfftyers  ovt  of  stif  oetentfetion  of  Sfttliondnp:  I>  lUe 
Mrtieii)*r  efipecially  sbe  does  not  in  the  lawt  pietead  to 
it;  as  ires  observed  in  Gent.  Mn^.  17*0,  p.  M7»  n^ 
{hey  m^  only  '  collected  oat  of  bl^y  worn»  by  ber,* 
rieitliet  do«s  she  profess  herself,  thoa^  pcmibly  afae  mi^ 
"be,  Gie  translator.  The  times  then  and  now  ave  iadodl 
te^  different.  Lad^of  qoalityrandwMicrtnmadbwdi^ 
thought  it  then  no  disgrace  fo  write  and  poWsL  what  tlMy 
kopeditotild  promote  pieity  and  tdrtae.  Tme!  nooDenow 
#oflId  \&t  sacn  a  performance  appear  in  tbair  nnos,  Ksy 
more,  perhaps,  than  a&y  other  of  those  tiiBM.  Tfli^win 
of  style,  no  donbt,  has  men  greatly  improved  in  «e«r  two 
(tentories  and  a  half. 

"To  tJie  forementioned  derotional  tteatisM  in  tUa 
angost  eoOnAion  is  annexed  the  latter  part  of  «a  aha*' 
BRck  '  for  zx  yeare '  (this  is  the  mnning  title  for  Ou 
page ;  as  it  may  be  prestimed,  An,  or  lite  AJffianadic,  was 
for  the  preceding  one],  exhibiting  the  Easter  days,  Ooldea 
irarbbers,  Dominical  letters,  and  leap  years,  Crom  1583  to 
1591,  inclusive.  The  former  part  of  th«  almanack,  doafat* 
1MB,  was  planted  on  tiie  back  of  the  first  leaf  (wUcb  w 
iranting),  and  commenced  with  the  year  1573,  On  tlM 
htuSk  ctt  this  remaining  part  of  the  almanack  b^|[iiu  *  TlM 
Kalefldety  each  month  occapying  two  pages.  On  tit* 
bacli  of  the  last  leaf  of  the  '  Kalender,*  and  the  two  fol* 
lowing  ones,  are  these  articles,  Tia.  '  In  the  name  of  &e 
Father,  and  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  Holy  ObosL 
Amen.— The  Lordes  Prayer. — ^Tbe  Beliefe,  or  Cndde.— 
The  Ten  Commanndements  of  Almlghtie  Qod,'  which  endt 

*  "  Abmt  thlt  time  the  Lfttn;  appeui  to  hire  bwa  nnok  in  Togaa,  Mid 
ftaqaentif  uuwimI  to  murnali  of  pnrata  derotiou.  I  have  ■  ooUcctioa  of 
ClriitUn  prtytn  and  mediUdoni,  nrenl  of  Uimn  dned  John  BrVdfnrd, 
intli  a  oleailar  and  almmack  prefixed,  fraiii  1S72  to  ISBB,  nd  ft  LttaMj  ■! 
tbe  cud.  Kith  Lidlsj'i  prajen  anneied,  printed  b;  B.  Middetton,  1574,  ia 
Si',  K  k,  in  eight!.  If  thi«  acconnt,  thi  heal  accomit  I  can  dva,  affm^ 
uy  MtiahctioB  to  jout  worth;  Mimpondtot  6.  AiU7,  I  »>&  b«  vqn 
^■4.    W.H," 
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«ft  tbs  bidt  page  of  ^gnatnra  B,  8 ;  and  u  ths  kiv  lalttt 
UoM  (rf  the  tenth  oommandment  diminiih  ffradaally  to  a 
auu^  syllable^  ham  seems  to  be  tha  oonuasion  of  thU 
Ulue  pieM  j  but  then,  what  ahall  we  uy  to  ao  amkll  t 
buiUuig  having  ao  Ixtgt  a  door  I  I  aq  inolined  thenfore 
to  nippoae  it  might  contain  alio  loma  graoesj  shott 
■piVftmt  &C.  as  Axquently  set  before  Pritnan;  perttapa 
aimilsr  to,  if  not,  '  The  Cnnstian  A,  B,  C,'  as  in  the  hst 
of  Jaotas  Bobwta's  copies,  in  Brit.  Typogr.  Antiq.  p.  10S2. 
**  Thus  have  I  fnlfilied  ray  promise,  to  give  a  faithful 
and  partioalar  detail  of  the  contents  of  the  ramoui  Ooldefl 
ausMllanj,  and  I  hope  to  the  satisfaction  of  its  pto^ 
{oietor.  *'  W.  Uirbimt." 

Mr.  AsBBT  to  the  GbnTlhuam's  MAOA.ciNa. 

"  Mr.  UaiAN,  Hucb  10,  lT9i. 

"As  Tou  have  given  an  exoallant  account*  of  the  ma' 
(ants  of  the  Manual  of  Prayers,  perh&pa  a  view  of  Its 
Ootsidea  may  be  satisfectory.t  That  aooount,  from  the 
hand  of  a  master,  seems  complete  tn  all  respects,  except 
pertiapa  that  it  doth  not  explain  tha  arms  on  the  back 
of  the  first  tide^page,  and  supposes  that  the  leaves  want* 
Tag  mn  out  out  In  order  to  make  t^e  book  more  port* 
alue.  But,  as  half  a  doaan  thin  leaves  would  make  bUt 
Ihtb  d^Bhrenoe  tn  its  portability,  1  guess  the  castration 
WW  made  for  the  take  of  getting  the  whole  info  the 
voyieUing  baok. 

"  Tours,  &c,  OaOBOB  AjftBT."    . 

%*  A  lettnr  flrom  Mr.  Ashbv  to  Mr.  W.  Stevenson, 
dated  May  14,  1791,  is  printed  in  Literary  Anecdotes, 
vol.  iz.  684. 

To  JOBM  NlOBOLS,  £sq. 
"DbahSib,  Jaatai.im. 

"  I  oannot  imagine  that  any  County  History  was  ever 
wrote  with  equal  advantages  to  yours.  The  being  able  Ui 
ait  up  BO  many  sheets  at  once,  and  keep  them  unworked 
Off,  uod  send  tnem  about  for  correction,  is  what,  I  believe, 
never  happened  before  t  and  must  contribute  wonderfully 
to  the  perfection  of  yours.  At  the  same  time  it  increases 
my  apprehensions  that  it  may  never  come  out,  dum  bpih- 

- 1  XagMNl  1>  Iks  eMtlsiua'i  Hkgulas  for  Ma,  1191,  H  H.  p.  Mth 

■ad  ilM>  In  IHMyi'i  toUtoMsals.     -  -     ^.      -  .     ' 
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toB  boB  npt  artQB.  I  am  happy  therefore  ia  sedng  Ute 
Vorlc  sheet  by  sheet.  The  lat«  Lord  Carteret  was  so 
desirous  of  seeing  all  he  coulil  of  Wetstein's  Testament 
that  he  sot  leave  to  have  it  sent  sheet  by  sheet  as  printed. 
Tonr  collection  too  of  materials  is,  I  snpposei  equal  to 
that  of  any  similar  Tork;  I  remember  I  thougiit  Dr. 
Foote  Gower's*  wonderful.  G.  Abbby." 

"  Dbab  Sib,  Bwroir,  7  Nov.  1T91. 

*'  I  certainly  think  mysetf  highly  obliged  on  this  oc- 
casion to  Mr.  Child  and  you,  and  b^  you  both  to  accept 
my  thanks.  I  have  read  Bridges'a  History  of  Northamp- 
tonshire ;  and,  as  there  is  hardly  a  line  iu  it  relating  to 
anything  later  than  the  year  1720,  one  knows  no  more  of 
the  pesent  state  of  things  than  of  Siberia.  A  volume  of 
continnation  f  would  certainly  be  agreeable,  and  might  be 
done  by  a  person  to  whom  searching  the  ofBces  might 
be  inconvenient.  I  marked  with  my  pencil  every,  the 
slightest,  matter  (and  I  think  they  are  all  such)  that 
reutted  to  Leicestershire ;  probably  you  have  done  the 
same.  Commend  roe  to  the  modest  man  in  last  Gent. 
Mag.  that  desires  every  body  to  supply  him  with  a  com- 
plete account  of  gunpowder;  this  is  hangmg  out  the 
eleemosynaiy  box  with  a  witness. 

"So  Mr,  Pennant  used  to  do  to  me.  'Write  you  all  you 
know  on  such  and  such  subjects  ?'  No :  let  me  see  your 
MS.  or  printed  copy,  and  if  I  have  anything  worth  add- 
ing I  will  do  it }  but  why  am  I  to  write  down  what  you 
have  probably  seized  on^  or  neglect  as  not  worth  notice  ? 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  Gborqb  Ajhbt." 

"  Dear  Sib,  Bon  St  Bdnimd't,  Mutb  23, 1800. 

"  It  is  a  long  time  since  1  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  from  you ;  but  I  hope  yon  are  in  good  health,  and 
that  every  thing  goes  on  vm.  I  am  ready  at  any  time  to 
discharge  my  obhgatious  to  you,  for  your  great  kindnesa 
in  cancelling  the  sheets  of  Loseby  and  Quenby.  I  wish, 
however,  tliat  I  had  desired  you  to  reserve  for  me  a  copy 
of  each ;  and  perhaps  you  can  still  oblige  me  with  one. 

*  Tor  CbMUre ;  oMd  b;  Mr.  Ormerod,  In  hit  «»i«Uctit  hiatoij  of  that 

,  OcantBalMr  j 

,.._.._..._..__..,  ban  nafcrta- 
KiMj  jWHt  Incompkta,  after  bctny  tboot  pM-fiwtlL  AniiM. 
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"  I  Me  Mr.  Urban  ftdvertiaes  a  new  edition  of  Mr.  Daines 
Barrington  on  the  Statutes.  What  I  contributed  to  was 
the  fourth ;  is  this  a  later  ?  If  it  ia,  I  dare  say  that,  among 
several  others,  he  adopted  a  correction  of  mine,  relating 
to  his  laughing  at  the  scheme  of  laying  a  Welsh  and 
English  Biole  in  the  churches  in  Wales ;  in  which  he  has 
totally  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliameat  i 
nor  conld  anything  better  have  been  devised,  except  an 
edition  of  both  languages  in  two  columns  on  the  same 
page.  And  the  joke  came  with  the  less  propriety  from 
aim,  as  he  elsewhere  says  that  Acts  of  FarUameat  should 
be  treated  with  respect,  and  not  laughed  at.  Can  you  be 
a  means  to  oblige  me  with  a  copy  of  his  portrut  ?  In  the 
*  Index  IndicatoriuB '  of  one  of  the  Uut  numtha  of  last  year,* 
(p.  1027]  an  explanation  is  desired  of  '  discovering  loat 
maidenheads  by  sneezing.'     In  '  Hudibras '  many  uf  the 

aueries  you  are  troubled  with  are  often  very  trimng,  but 
lis  is  a  ^r  one ;  and  I  dare  say  (thoufjh  I  have  not  seen 
the  book  these  fifty  years)  that  the  mquirer  will  find 
satiafiu:tion  in  one  of  the  notes  on  the  Life  of  Democritus, 
the  langbing  philosopher,  in  Bayle's  Dictionary.  The  cir- 
cumstance IS  slightiy  mentioned  in  Diogenes  Laertius^ 
vol.  i.  p.  572, 4to.  do  lo  CviiiC ;  but  Bayle  would  enlaive 
on  it  with  glee,  and  I  dare  say  he  has.    Qeobgb  Asbbt.*^ 

Addmmu  lo  tht  AiHBT  .Artidt, 

P.  401.  Tlia  (ulMtmea  of  Mr,  Aihbf'i  obMnvtiaiD  oa  tba  Aptmaaa 
Utdal  wH  eooimianloucd  br  Mr,  Ooogh  to  the  G«atl«mui'«  Hannna  tm 
1776,  p.  461, 

F.  40S.  The  Romui  MLliuy  wu  found  at  Hamlientinui,  neu  LdcMtar,  la 
J11J7I77I.  BiihopPtrc]!  HntuocrtifiiedthatmoitimportuitpartorthelcnDd 
A.  SATU  II.  baTing  wten  md  examined  it  at  the  houM  of  hia  brotber-in-lMr, 
Mr.  Wm.  Gntteridge,  of  UnmberttoDB,  who  rescued  it  Erarn  Lbe  llbonctn 
wbcD  thej  DiiDOTetied  it,  ai  thej  were  levcUiog  the  tumpike-rotd,  and  who 
when  he  diaconred  the  uucr^tion  had  it  Hcored  with  great  care;  and  to  bin 
it  {■  owing  that  it  wu  not  then  daetrojred  or  defaced. — "  That  Blahop  Pen* 
«aa  the  &nt  who  ditcotered  k  katii  i*  proTcd  bj  a  letter  of  the  Kit.  Q. 
Aahb;  to  Dr.  Parcf  histtdf,  whtob  ft  now  before  me ;  wherein,  apcakiog  of 
ttie  inKriptioo,  he  njt,  '  Yom  are  the  onlj  penon  I  know  who  haa  Tiewwl 
It vfUi learned e7sa;'  and oonolndsa bj aikliif  him,  'Are  jonawaot  akatib, 
which  appean  perfectlf  (air  [adL  In  yonr  MS,],  and  if  ao  giiaa  a  neat 
TCloe  indeed  to  Uie  atona.' " — Biabop  Pbbct,  in  Nichola'a  Hiat  of  LeCcw- 
tanUre,  III.  p.  «»*. 

nua  impiHtant  MOkrj,  whtdi  determlnef  the  aneient  oame  of  Laleaatar 
to  hare  been  RatK,  wa*  placed  in  the  centre  of  an  dMdiak,  with  a  bnai 
plate  recording  Itt  hiatorj. 

"  nda  Boauui  mileatone  waa  fonnd  In  the  road  near  Ldeeater,  and  plawd 
ken  by  the  Corpontion  at  Ur^e,  in  tha  maroralt;  of  Jamaa  Blahop,  eaq. 
In  1783." 

Bowerawell  meant,  tbla  ezpoanre  of  die  InaertptlDn  mntt  erentnally  bare 
led  to  tta  deatrnetion.  ne  ioacrlptian  baa  been  tbwefbra  lattJr  reiunwl 
Dram  tbs  obaliak,  and  It  now  carefnUy  preserred  In  tlta  town  of  Ldeaater. 
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BEV.  MICHAEL  LORT,  DJ). 

Of  this  exoellent  sehoha*  memoirB  will  be  feimd 
to  *'Uteraiy  Aoecdotcs,"  vol.  H.  pp.  694 — 905; 
and  iiuineroi;^  noticee  of  him  In  the  other  Tolumes 
of  that  work.  See  General  Indexeaj  vol,  tu.  pp. 
937*  618,  He  is  oko  occasionally  alluded  to  to 
"literary  Illustrations."* 

To  Da.  Pbboy. 

"  Da ^a  Sib,  Lunbeth  Bmo.  3m.  si.  1781. 

"  I  hops  you  recused  my  letter  acknowledging  tlie 
receipt  ot  yours,  I  have  now  to  infonn  you  that  yon  an 
not  in  the  list  of  Lent  Preachers  for  this  year;  which  I 
suppose  will  be  an  acceptable  piece  of  news  to  you. 

**^I  went  last  Thursday,  for  tjie  first  time,  to  the  Anti- 
qnarian  and  Koyal  Societies  in  Somerset  House,  or  Place 
as  some  affect  to -call  it.  At  thp  first  I  Usteued  with  great 
attention  to  a  long  paper  of  Governor  Pownall's,  on  the 
Origia  uid  Progress  of  Letters,t  in  which  munh  waa  Mid 
about  the  Indian  Paintings :  but  I  did  not  eairy  away 
kaany  new  ideas.  I  wish  yoa  would  find  us  some  new  odm 
iwnceming  old  mattAra  ;  which  would  be  veiy  aoceptable  to 
the  pubUe  in  general,  as  weU  as  to  yoUr  futhfnl  servant, 
■    •*  Compliments  to  Mtb.  Percy.  **  M.  hoxr. 

"  X*  th*  Bv*.  the  Dm*  of  CwlUto,  Bwtoa  HuMt." 


"  DbAB  Sib,  <•  LuBbeHi  VOm,  April  6,  ml. 

"  I  reoeired  the  favour  <A  your  letter,  and  am  truly  coor 
cemed  both  on  your  own  and  the  pubhc  aooouat,  that  mv 
•bould  have  beeo  oonfined  and  plagued  bo  long  by  a  ma- 

•  Sm  val.  ir.  433,  MO,  730  )   >.  n«  i   li,  ISB,  lU,  4U,  4U,  MR,  «M, 

t  GoTernor  PowdiU'i  pqxr  on  lodlan  Pictore-Writiiig  ippctn  aatto 
bHabwapriMad.  It  It  JM«d  to  la  mm  br  W.  Bi^,  ¥■«.  m  Iht  mm 
nbjaet,  is  Ai«lMwlo«i»,  VI.  IS0, 
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iWder  in  tou  eyes.  Whenever  tiiey  will  peniut  yoa  to 
draw  fortii  and  prepare  your  tnainrGB  for  the  Antiquwriaii 
8opief:y  I  a«  penwded  they  will  hi  gratefully  received. 

"  I  shall  attend  to  the  Commission  you  have  sent  ms,  bat 
most  »t  the  aame  time  inform  you  that  our  intelligence,  in 
the  way  you  wish,  is  not  so  sarly  nor  so  general  as  you 
may  imagine.  In  a  late  instanite,  indeed,  of  an  exchange 
that  i^aa  wditated,  u}d  bad,  as  {  tfaoucbt,  talten  place 
between  I^,  Beriieley,  of  Caaterbury,  4i)d  Dr.  f^ne,  for 
the  Deaneiy  of  Perry,  I  Iwey  the  riss  uid  progress  (rf  it  $ 
but  why  it  bss  &iled  I  Mn  not  so  eettau.  I  see  tha 
deanery  U  given  to  Lord  C^rbsle's  Seocmd  Chaplun] 
and  I  suppose  Dr.  Skills  waits  for  a  vacant  bisDOprifl 
to  tmka  a  better  exchange.  Possibly  be  nwy  have  no 
objection  tp  make  «ucb  an  exchange  with  an  Eagliab 
de^n ;  4nd  if  you  should  hereafter  go  to  Ireland,  there  are 
two  ^viofis  here  upon  the  town,  Mr.  Herries  and  Dr.  Colin 
Milne,  wboj  J  dare  say,  would  be  very  glad  to  atttmd  you 
thither  as  your  chaplains ;  for  alas !  here 

PIortTire  nU  noii  re^ndere  tnorvo,  fcc. 

"nU  I  read  the  inclosed  I  did  not  know  that  you  had  patro- 
nised the  tatter  as  well  as  the  former :  but  1  suppose  it 
mtut  be  true  because  he  says  it  himself ;  for  I  h4ve  no 
doabt  that  he  drew  up  the  inclosed  character,  which  I 
tfaoiufat  you  would  not  be  sorry  to  see.* 

**  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  breathed  his  last  yesterday  morning. 
I  waa  at  an  assembly,  or  conversatione  afi  it  is  called,  at 
his  house  in  Gtrosvenor  Square,  on  Saturday  evening;, 
and  I  sat  by  him  on  the  settee  a  considerable  time ;  and, 
though  I  thought  then  that  there  was  litde  appearance  of 
his  recovery,  yet  I  did  not  think  I  should  not  see  him 
him  ahve  asain ;  more  especially  as  I  was  enKsged  to  go 
there  again  last  night,  when  the  Bramin  and  ^e  two  par- 
sees  were  to  be  exhibited. 

^'  I  am  told  that  Dr.  MiUes  and  Co.  arc  soon  about  to 
poblish  a  defence  of  Rowley's  existence  and  poems  :  yet  I 
hope  he  will  not  appear  m  proprid  periond  in  this  Don 
Quixote  adventure.  For,  though  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
get  aome  ^irther  eoiaircissements  on  this  subject,  yet  I  had 

*  Dr.  Lort  indoKd  in  thii  leUer  •  portisit  m 
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nther  they  should  come  ^m  any  oibee  hand  thin  tiie 
President  of  the  AntiquarUn  Society. 

"  I  beg  my  complimenta  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  yonog 
ladies. 

'*  Toon  Tery  duly,  M.  Lo»T.'* 

To  Bp.  Percy. 
"  Mt  dear  Lord,  Lwnbeth  PduM,  Oct  3,  trss. 

"  It  aves  me  great  pleasure  to  think  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  Mr.  Percy  such  a  recommendation  to  the  chaplain 
of  the  English  Factoiy  at  Lisbon  as  I  flatter  myself  may 
be  of  the  use  you  wish  it  to  be  to  him;  for  it  so  happens 
that  Mr.  Allen  *  was  my  contemporary  at  CoU^e,  where  I 
was  well  acquaioted  with  him,  and  continued  my  acquaint 
knee  with  him  after  he  left  it  to  be  the  second  teacher  of 
the  Charter^house  School,  where  he  had  been  educated, 
and  from  whence  he  went  to  Lisbon,  where  I  understand 
he  still  continues ;  but  since  he  has  been  there  I  have 
never  had  any  occasion  to  write  or  apply  to  him.  However, 
I  do  flatter  myself  that  my  recommendation  will  hsTe 
some  weight  with  him ;  vet,  if  you  wish  to  have  any  other, 
I  dare  say  you  may  get  it  from  some  of  the  Charter-hooBa 
people.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  very  goodcUssical  scholar,  and, 
when  at  the  Charter-house,  published  some  of  Demosth^ 
nes*  Orations  from  Lucchesini's  edition.  I  have  inclosed 
what  I  think  of  saying  to  him  by  way  of  introduction  of 
myself  and  your  son  to  his  notice,  leaving  it  to  your  lord- 
ship to  fill  up,  and  add  what  you  wish  to  have  said  furth^ 
as  to  any  particular  services  you  may  be  glad  to  have  done 
toi  the  young  gentieman,  which  I  will  adopt  and  copy  in 
my  letter  to  Mr.  Allen.  I  know  no  other  person  at 
Lisbon,  nor  any  other  way  in  which  I  can  be  serviceable 
to  Mr.  Percy  on  this  occasion. 

"  I  have  no  other  news  to  communicate  to  you  then 
what  the  papers  will  furnish,  which  tell  U8_that  Barrff  bu 

*  The  R«T.  Wd.  Anen  wu  ■  Fellow  of  Trinitr  College,  Cambridge,  whan 
b*  cndutad  B.A.  1747,  SLA.  17M.  liil7S5bepBbluhedthBTVslnip<^. 
Ued  Ontiotu  of  Demoathenei  tn  ttiott  of  Liberty,  witii  tbe  Latin  Maaktias 
of  Wolltw,  and  tbe  notet  of  Lnecbediil.  The  work  U  in  two  Tohimea,  wmI 
was  dedieated  to  Dr.  MawioD.  BUbop  of  Ely.  It  wu  ootnmeDdad  in  ^t 
MoDthlj  B«*]e«,  Tol.  XVIII.  I3S.  He  wai  edaoated  at  the  CbntM>- 
booae,  iriiere  be  aftenrarda  became  SMMod  Marter.  In  I77S  he  waa  Swalar 
VelIowarTliaitrCoIian;audln  1784  lie  waa  (aa  appean  aboTe)  diwlaitt  of 
tbe  Ba|Hah  tbcUrj  at  liabon. 

t  The  Rt.  Hon.  Col.  Janet  BaiT«.  HeUvedSO  nmafter  hiabliadnest, 
wd  dM  Jnly  SO,  1602,  a|Ml  75.    See  Cknt  Mag.  LXXII.  6M,    H«  wa« 
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kwt  bifl  eyesigbt,  and  this  I  nndentand  to  be  a  real  fact. 

"  I  b^  my  best  respects  to  Mn.  Percy  and  all  your 
bmily,  and  remain, 

"  Toot  Lordship's  ever  faithful  friend  and  serrBot, 

"  M.  LOBT. 

"Tb  tta  Et.  Bev.  the  Lord  Bp.  otTinmon,  Carilde." 

To  Bp.  Pbbct. 
"  My  drab  LoBO,  LM>betk  PiUce,  Oct.  11, 17M. 

*<  You  did  well  not  to  inclose  your  letter  to  the  Ardt- 
bishop,  as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  this  and 
the  inclosed  by  the  return  of  the  post.  I  hope  it  will 
answer  vonr  purpose. 

"  I  will  endeavour  to  see  or  get  Dr.  Heberden  spoken 
to  for  a  recommendation  to  his  broker  at  Madeira,  out  I 
suppose  there  can  be  no  such  hurry  for  this.  I  did  not 
thinlc  of  Mr.  Percy's  embarking  for  Lisbon  from  anv  port 
but  Xjondon  or  Falmouth.  I  most  heartily  wish  him  a 
good  TOTsse,  and  all  the  benefits  of  a  milder  winter  than 
we  are  hk»y  to  experience  here,  especially  if  it  should 
prove  pioporlionably  colder  than  the  summer  has  been. 
"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful, 

"  M.  LoBT. 

*'  P.8.  Iiord  Shelbnme  has  certainly  written  to  Mr. 
Wyvill  that  he  will  support  hia  reformation  and  equal 
representation  schemes. 

"ThaBp.  of  DrauNC,  »t  W,  Fleetwood's,  Eiq.  uoar  UrttpooL" 

To  Bp.  Pbrot. 

"  My  DBAB  Lobd,  Luibetb  PeUoe,  Oct.  19,  1763. 

"  By  last  nighfs  post  I  sent  an  answer  to  your  letter 
received  yesterday,  that  is,  to  the  more  material  part  of  it. 
I  intended  this  day  to  have  called  on  Dr.  Heberaen ;  but 
before  I  went,  thought  it  right  to  inquire  whether  his 
brother  at  Madeira  was  living,  and  was  informed  that  he 
was  not,  of  which  I  think  it  right  to  apprise  you  as  soon 
as  may  be,  for  I  have  no  other  reason  for  writing  again 
so  soon. 

"  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  united  fleets  have 
orders  to  £spute  Howe's  reaching  Gibraltar,  and  seamen 

DBS  of  tliB  nppoied  nthon  of  Jautai.  8m  Oent,  Hag.  1S13, 1.  S,  ii.  41S. 
Sons  uwedocei  ind  •  ehuMter  of  Col.  Banri  will  aba  b«  ftnuid  ia  Ont. 
Mag.  18i;,ii,131. 
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lien  viil»  it  maj  be  the  am,  M  tbay  doubt  not  Ham 
iriU  give  »  good  account  of  then. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  "  M<  Lo||iV. 

"  Tb«  Sp.  of  Dramorfi  U  W.  Plaobriwd'i,  Bh-  *■■  UnrratL" 

"  My  dear  LobD,  I^MMk  htaM,  Km.  1),  im. 

"  I  received  your  favour  relative  to  your  son's  being 
obliged  to  alter  his  course  from  l4sbon  to  Leghorn.  I 
heartily  wish  I  could  as  veil  have  procured  or  gijfa  him 
a  recommendation  to  any  person  in  this  last  place  Of  its 
neighbourhood,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  it  in  vvn, 
I  hope  yon  have  suoceeded  better  in  your  applications 
elsewhere, 

"  At  the  opening  of  the  Royal  Society's  meeting  last 
Thoraday,  Mr.  Hersehel,  the  Bath  astronomer,  in  a  very 
formal  letter  to  the  president,  announced  his  having  named 
the  new  planet  in  our  system,  which  he  h^a  <liA00T0rc4t 
Oeorginm  Sydus — 

Qwrgtom  Sydm,  Tu  nnnc  uraere  roaui. 

Tbe  Astronomer  Royal  *  gare  hU  fist  m  m  forjnal  » 
manner  to  this  nomination,  and  recommended  it  tq  ti^e 
presidentf  to  give  directions  to  the  Qpcristary  to  anounnce 
this  nomination  to  all  the  academies  in  Europe. 

"  I  am  just  setting  out  for  B«th  to  spend  a  ff^tiught, 
and  at  my  return  slmll  take  up  my  re8;dence  at  Vq.  6, 
in  Saville  Row,  where  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  ^j  of  t]w 
name  of  Percy,     I  am,  with  great  trufhj 

"  Tour  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  "  M.  Lost. 

"  The  Bp.  of  Dromore,  Culitla." 

"  My  DBA.K  LOBO,  BtirOe  Sow,  Ju.  15, 178?. 

"  As  soon  as  I  was  able  I  went  to  ]l«mbetii,  and  com- 
munioated  the  contents  of  your  letter  to  tiie  Archbtahop^ 
vbich  gavo  great  satiibotion  to  his  Qrace,  more  eape- 
nsll^  as  he  told  me  that  your  Lwdship  bad  mentioned 
to  lum  some  very  awkward  pwrticalars  relatiTe  to  tiiose 
peraons  who  had  taken  pains  to  reeoramead  tliis  person 
to  his  Qrace.  However,  all  is  w^  tint  ends  weU«  and  tf 
this  new  convert  goes  on  without  a  relapse  it  will  b^  the 
best  Ijunbeth  degree  that  ever  was  ^veni  1  tbdil  be  (j^ad 

•  It«i.  Nnille  HmIibItdc,  D.D.    He  died  Feb.  9,  1811. 
«r  bun  in  G«nt.  Hw.  LXXXI.  l»r,  ETS. 
t  Sir  JsHvb  BHdu. 
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to  heu  tbfttb*  htw  pwifivd  and  amended  the  outwtrd  m 
well  M  the  iDWsrd  msn. 

"  The  Bishop  of  Carlisle*  made  me  a  morning  fiait 
letolyj  and  ^qieared  to  be  in  Tery  good  health  and  apirits. 

"  I  preaome  yoa  have  bardly  heard  from  your  aon  since 
Ub  departore.  By  the  last  Oaiette  I  find  there  are  new 
clu4>lNn»  app<Hnted  at  Liabon  and  Oporto,  but  what  is  be- 
come of  my  Mend  Allen  I  have  not  teamed. 

"  I  do  not  find  that  the  Ministry  are  prepared  to  an- 
nounce peace  to  the  Parliament  next  week.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  neither  the  French  nor  Spaniards  will  be  m 
earnest  on  this  tubjeot,  till  they  shall  have  tried  whether 
Jamaica  is  as  impregnable  as  Gibraltar ;  which  I  do  not 
apprehend  it  to  be,  and  wish  they  may  not  succeed  better 
in  their  attempts  on  it.  There  goes  a  story,  how  true  I 
know  not,  that  when  Franklin  was  about  to  sign  the  pre- 
liminary articles  for  American  Independence,  he  stept  out 
of  the  room  and  returned  in  a  much  worse  coat  than  that 
in  which  he  left  it,  saying, '  That  he  hoped  the  gentlemen 
would  excuse  an  old  man's  whim,  but  that  he  chose  to 
sign  these  preliminaries  in  the  same  dress  in  which  he  was 
abused  by  Mr,  Wedderbume  at  the  council  chamber.' 

*  Mr,  Ritson,  a  young  lawyer  of  Gray's  Inn,  is  the 
author  of  the  attack  on  Warton ;  he  has  been  di^ng 
hard  in  the  Museum  mines  for  some  time  past,  and  is 
quite  a  Sraweansir,  for  I  am  told  he  has  a  pamphlet 
ready  to  be  published  against  Steevens  and  Malone's 
Bhakspeare,  and  also  a  Collection  of  Old  Ballads,  in  which 
I  presmne  a  former  Edltorf  is  to  be  handled  as  roughly. 

**  Poor  Dr.  Johnson  is  said  to  be  in  a  bad  way  with 
water  on  his  breast ;  he  Is  bled  often,  and  takes  laudanum 
frequently,  but  whether  by  his  own  or  better  advice  I 
cannot  say. 

"  When  the  Paiiiament  meets  next  week  I  suspect 
many  strange  petitions  will  be  presented  to  it,  one  I  am 
told  from  the  county  of  Flint,  for  a  bill  to  prevent  trans- 
lations of  Bishops.  There  is  a  most  poisonous  pemphlet 
dispersed  gratis  by  the  members  of  what  is  (»llea  the 
Constitutional  Society ;  it  is  entitled,  *  The  Principles  of 
Goremment,  in  a  Dialogue  between  a  Scholar  and  a 

*  0(.>daHndI«MEeladadl769,di«lJUC'I*.17i7,«C«d84.  Hem 
lUlMrarBdvvdftnitLordEUenboroagb,  vf  Dr.  J.  I«w,  Bifhopof  fiUla. 
tai  at  Di.  G.  H.  Iaw,  Biikw  of  Balk  ud  Wtlli.  Sm  lit,  f^wrrA?^, 
Gm.  iMta,  Til.  W8,  «1S, 

t  BUtop  Fflrcj  UdimU. 
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Peasant*.'  The  former  makes  the  latter  give  an  aecoimt 
of  his  Satorday  box  club,  and  then  applies  it  to  the 
British  Stete. 

"  Qet  if  possible  Dean  Tucker^s  last  piece  addressed 
to  the  Earl  of  Shelbume;  t  it  is  better  written  than  most 
of  his  former  ones,  and  exposes  admirably  the  subtlety 
and  nonsense  of  the  intended  change  of  representatives. 

"  Toor  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  '*  M.  LoBT. 

"  To  ths  BliIiDp  of  Dromore,  Carliile.'* 

"  Mt  DKAB  Loro,  Snille  Bsw,  Jan.  £«,  1TB3, 

"  I  hope  you  will  have  found  that  I  have  received  and 
obeyed  your  commands  by  the  receipt  of  three  packets, 
containing  Dean  Tucker's  pamphlet,  sent  by  the  post  on 
Saturday,  Monday,  and  this  evening.  Mr,  Paley's  Con- 
secration Sermon  shall  follow,  but  I  can  get  no  intelli- 
gence of  his  Visitation  Sermon,  whicfa^  I  believe,  was 
printed  in  the  country  some  years  ago. 

"  As  for  newspapers,  your  Lordship  probably  sees  a 
greater  variety  of  them  than  I  do,  for  I  scarce  ever  go  to 
a  coffee-house,  being  contented  with  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle at  breakfast,  and  only  accidentally  seeing  any  of  the 
other  papers,  for  which  my  appetite  has  been  some  time 
cloyed ;  when  at  Lambeth  I  had  the  reading  of  four  or 
.five  papers  evefy  day,  and  was  often  induced  to  purchase 
some  of  them  on  account  of  paragraphs  that  strnck  my 
fancy  in  them,  but  I  have  other  calls  now  for  my  money; 
1  will  inclose  two  or  three  that  possibly  you  may  not  have 
seen,  one  for  Mrs.  Percy  and  her  female  friends.  She 
will  be  sorry  to  hear  what  reform  is  going  forward  at  SU 
James's,  under  Mr.  Gilbert's  direction.  Lady  Charlotte 
Finch's  table  to  be  abolished,  a  kitchen  to  be  built  tor 
her,  which  she  is  to  furnish  herself,  and  to  have  800/.  a 
year  to  find  her  own  table.*  Fire  and  candle  to  be  taken 
away  from  most,  and  it  is  supposed  the  Chaplains'  tabla 
will  oe  wholly  suppressed.  So  much  for  the  reform  here, 
in  which  I  am  but  a  little  or  not  at  all  concerned ;  but  I 
tremble  for  the  consequences  which  the  reform  of  die  con- 
stitution pushed  on  by  some  hot  zealots  may  produce,  per- 

I  p.  453. 

.tiaMUtiinie.     By  Joiuh  Tneker,  D.D.  DcBB  of 

Okmottfer,  1783."  See  Oeot.  "Mm.  LIII.  60.  Dr.  TKkar  died  Nor.  4, 
1799,  agtd  85.  Sm  an  ■econat  irf  him  utd  h)«  writing*  In  Gfat.  Hw. 
■•■^.■^   ,™     .— _        .  ....        .  ,—»  idbi«^il»i£. 
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lupi  the  anbveniou  of  it.  Aa  to  the  Peace  I  shall  say 
nothing;  you  viU  have  it  thoroughly  diwaued  in  the 
speechea  from  both  hoiues  next  week.  I  wish  that  peace 
abroad  may  may  not  afford  leisure  and  opportunity  to 
fiuitiouB  spirits  to  raise  war  at  home,  and  I  wish  also  that 
our  neighooars  in  Ir^and  may  rest  satisfied  with  what 
they  have  got,  I  see  there  are  some  strings  and  stars  to 
be  be  held  oat  to  quiet  some  of  the  froward  children. 
The  papers  have  got  all  the  establishment*  but  the  mottOj 
which  18  to  be  '  Quis  separabit  7 '  Used  formerly,  I  think, 
on  some  medal  on  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland. 

"  Dr.  Johnson  is  much  better.  I  saw  him  the  other 
erening  at  Madam  Thrale's  in  very  good  spirits. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  hating  received  so  good  an  ao- 
oouDt  of  Mr.  Percy;  1  hope  the  subsequent  ones  will  be 
BtiU  better. 

"  I  have  not  yet  bad  the  curiosity  of  seei^  Mrs.  Sid- 
dona,  whom  all  the  world  is  running  after.  Qiarles  Fox 
Sts  into  the  orchestra  every  night  she  acts,  and  sits  with 
e  first  fiddle ;  the  Queen  has  sent  her  son  to  the  Charter 
House,  and  Lord  Hardwicke  has  wrote  verses  on  her; 
and,  still  better,  given  her  a  handsome  present. 

"  This  is  a  long  letter  from  me,  who  am  not  of  late  in 
the  bahit  of  writing  long  ones,  for  I  can  neither  make  nor 
mend  a  pen,  nor  use  it  well  when  made  by  others. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  M.  Lo&t.*' 

"Mt  DBAS  Lord,  Feb.  25,  17S3. 

"  I  bad  your  letter  yesterday,  and  was  glad  to  find  that  all 
my  conveyances  came  safe  to  your  Lordsnip ;  for  I  doubted 
mnch  whether  some  of  the  more  bulky  ones  might  not 
have  escaped  from  their  confinement  and  gone  rambling 
somewhere  else.  Last  night  I  began  to  send  to  you  the 
debates  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  just  publishea,  which 
probably  yon  may  have  seen  already  in  the  papers ;  but,  I 
presume,  will  be  glad  to  have  them  in  more  durable  form. 
Lord  Shelbnme  is  no  longer  Premier,  but  how  be  is  to  be 
tncceeded  is  not  yet  known  to  me.  It  is  much  easier  to 
pnll  down  than  bmld  up.  He  is  blamed  in  the  first  place 
for  soliciting  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  and  in  the 
next  for  applying  to  Charles  Fox  rather  than  to  Lord 
North  for  a  coidition.  The  latter  has  made  a  public 
•  !.(.  ddieOrdnofSt.l'rtrtek. 
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dsclantion  agunst  kU  refona  of  iha  oonttitutionil  r«|ir*- 
•entation  in  Parliament ;  and  it  ii  not  aupposad  thu  It 
will  be  carried  in  either  House  of  PafliMnent.  But  tiitti, 
what  will  the  Auocialion  say?  man;  of  whom  an  oS 
weight  and  oonBequenoe,  and  seem  determined  to  ffO  all 
lengths  to  carry  their  fsTourite  point.  I  think  thU  ^ange 
of  ministry  may  pat  a  stop  to  some  other  nfomis ;  Md 
particidarly  I  am  informed  tliat  the  ChaplaisB*  table  will 
not  be  aboliihed. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  has  discarded  her  intention  of  ffa\ng  td 
Italy,  and  I  am  told  means  to  take  up  her  reriaenoe  at 
Bath.  Dr.  Johnson  is  much  better.  I  wish  you  eanld 
have  informed  me  that  your  son  was  so.  Whatever  may 
be  the  event  of  his  journey,  you  will  have  the  consolation 
of  knowing  that  yon  will  nave  done  all  in  yonr  power  to 
restore  his  health. 

"  There  is  a  scurrilons  pamphlet  i^nst  yonr  Anti- 
RowleiBna,entitled, '  A  Letter  found  near  Strawbeny  HIU/ 
the  author  of  which  is  not  guessed  at.  If  you  with  to 
see  it,  I  believe  it  will  go  in  a  single  cover.  Ton  may 
keep  all  the  parcels  sent  you.  I  am  told  there  is  «  good 
parody  on  the  Preliminary  Artidea  handed  about  relative 
to  the  coalition  between  North  and  Fox.  I  suppose  it 
will  soon  get  abroad. 

"There  is  no  other  topic  of  conveoraation  bnt  th«w 
changes  at  present,  in  which  being  very  Uttl*  interasted, 
I  therefore  wish  they  were  once  settled,  that  we  might 
have  some  other. 

"  I  can  afford  only  this  half-sheet,  in  order  to  mike 
room  for  more  important  ones.  With  my  oomjdiineata 
to  the  ladies,  I  remain  your  Lordship's  respectful 

"  M.  Itowr" 

"My  dear  Lokd^  LMidra,Hanh11(17BI. 

"  I  delivered  vour  request  to  the  Bishop  of  Cheater,* 
and  he  promised  me  to  send  vou  the  covers  you  wanted  by 
Saturday's  post.  I  would  also  then  have  written,  if  the 
news  1  had  heard  in  the  morning  of  Lord  Gower  Meeting 
the  Premier's  place  had  not  been  contradicted  in  the 
evening.  Nor  do  I  find  to-day  that  this  place  is  a  bit  the 
nearer  to  be  filled  up.  Fox  says  he  must  have  it  at  last; 
but  the  Chanoellort  swears  Uiat  he  will  sooner  tain  It 
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Unutf.  Sooh  ire  th«  presest  reporti ;  bnt  Dr.  Hndaoa 
oui  Ml  you  more  of  these  matters  than  I,  if  so  be  that 
you  correspond  with  him.  If  Lord  Gower  is  prevailed 
OD  to  stand  forward,  Lord  Temple  continues  in  Ireland, 
and  the  Parliament  here  will  probably  be  dissol-ved. 

"  lodosed  you  will  see  a  curious  account  of  the  meeting 
of  tlie  Independent  EUecton  of  Westminster,  How  angry 
wea*  <tf  them  an  that  Mr.  Fox  has  joined  Lord  North ! 
I  am  told  there  is  a  good  parody  handed  about  of  Horace 
and  Lydia*  apj^iod  to  this  Coalition.  If  I  get  a  sight  of 
it  you  shall  partake.  We  want  some  humour  of  this  sort 
to  enliven  dry  politios ;  there  is  far  too  much  of  the  latter 
and  too  little  ot  the  former  stirring. 

"  Did  you  ever  see  or  hear  ot  Franklin's  Reformed 
Conmioa  Prayer  ?  it  was  printed  by  him  in  London,  in 
)778iin  Svo.,  and  given  to  a  few  friends  only.  With 
■ome  difficulty  I  procured  one  to  shew  the  Archbishop* 
It  ia,  indeed^  an  abridgment  only  of  our  Common  Prayer, 
in  wlU(dl  I  believe  many  parts  are  omitted,  and  all  the 
nmiining  shortened,  except  the  Lord's  Prayer.  His  beW 
ia  confined  to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Hidy  Ohost,  and  to 
Idfe  Everlasting.  The  absolutions  are  omitted,  and  so  is 
the  consecration  prayer  in  the  oommunign  service.  It  is 
Mid  that  some  of  the  Thirteen  States  meui  to  adopt  this 


Ldturgy. 
aithful, 


"  M.  LOBT." 


"MTDBARliOBDt  M*rdil8,l«3. 

"  The  report  of  to-day  is,  that  the  King  has  surrendered 
at  discretion  to  the  Coalition  party,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  has 
acceded  to  it,  and  that  Lord  Temple  is  to  continue  in 
his  government ;  but  the  latter  part  of  this  news  I  do  not 
find  to  he  so  certain  as  the  former ;  bttt  I  heartily  wish  it 
may  be  so,  for  Mr.  Pitt's  abilities  and  integrity  will  be  a 
stro^  support  to  any  party, 

"'The  Empress  of  Russia  has  removed  the  President  of 
Ae  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Petersburgh,  and- 
^ipointed  the  Princeis  Daskew*  in  his  room,  whose  speech 
to  the  assembly  on  that  occasion  I  have  seen,  and  yon 

*  SometbMf  writlai  SuhMff.      Ber  Uemoln  hi«e  bMn  pKbliilic^  In 
'  9n,,  in  which  U  ■  long  aooonnt  of  hsr  oppalntmeDt  to  the 
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aad  all  the  world  viU  we  soon.    I  vrite  thli  in  luute  to 
Mve  the  post.  Your  Lordship'a  erer  faithful,     M.  Lokt. 

"  To  tte  Lord  Kiliop  of  Dimnore,  Carililt." 

"  Mt  dear  Lord,  ifaNhls,  iTsa. 

"  I  had  almost  determined  to  leave  it  to  the  Gaaette 
to  announce  to  you  a  new  Ministry,  but  it  is  to-day  so 
positively  asserted,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  his 
party  have  had  all  their  wishes  gratified,  that  I  cannot 
belp  telling  you  what  I  hear,  though  to-morrow,  perhapS] 
mar  produce  some  new  arrangement.  Mr.  I^tt,  it  ia  aud, 
will  travel  abroad  and  gain  a  little  more  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  then,  perhaps,  take  a  place  in  the  new 
administration  with  better  grace  than  he  can  at  present, 
oonsidering  how  closely  he  was  connected  with  Lord  8bel- 
bome;  as  to  Ireland,  I  hear  nothing  particular,  but  I 
suppose  Lord  Temple  may  continue  if  he  please, 

"  Inclosed  in  this,  and  under  Sir  Henry  Fletcher's  cover, 
goes  a  pamphlet*  which  will  make  much  noise,  and  if  it  ends 
in  that  only  will  end  better  than  I  now  expect  Mines  hare 
been  laying  for  some  time  past  to  overturn  the  constitution 
in  Church  and  State,  and  it  seems  to  me  as  if  this  pamphlet 
was  the  match  to  set  fire  to  the  former. 

"The  poorArchbishop,  to  whom  it  is  addressed, was  taken 
very  iU  on  Sunday ;  he  is  better  tonlay,  but  I  do  not  think 
bim  out  of  danger.  Pray  God  preserve  him  a  little  longer 
to  ward  off  the  storm  that  seems  gathering  round  us  ! 

"  Pray  let  me  know  the  sentiments  of  peofde  in  your 
neighbourhood  on  this  extraordinary  performance. 
"  Your  Lordship's  ever  fiuthfol. 


"  Mt  dear  Lord,  SuTiOe  Row,  BItrcIt  34,  ITO. 

*'  Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  my  old  master  Archbiabop 

Comwallist  is  gone,  and  I  paid  a  short  tribute  to  his 

*  "  Latter  io  the  Archbiihcqi  of  CaaterbsTj,"  raapecting  th«  menua  «t 
tba  tUbopt  md  oT  tbe  laferior  elern.  Bj  Dr.  Watwm,  Biihop  of  ThTrfrf 
Boa  OMt.  llif.  Ull.asfl.  Tli«Btal«(p'«pUnftwnod«ri»i«J^""-'  "  """ 
■ON  oqwl  Jo  iDoOBO  hM  Utelr  beeo  cinM  Mt  b^  Fuliuncnt. 

f  Tb«  Hon.  Prfdraiek  CorawdUi,  Ardibftbop  of  CutterfcwT. 
19,  1783.     Sm  m  ueoant  and  dunoter  of  hiin  la  Uwntj  .. 

TWl  p.  U,  and  lodex,  VJI.  95,  *S2.    In  tbe  UWrj  IllutnUoiw,  III. 
MW— DOS,  m  printed  M*erd  ktc«r«  «f  ArdiUtbop  Conmillii. 
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memory  in  the  St.  James's  Evening  Post  of  last  Satur- 
day.* Bishop  Moore,  it  is  confidently  said,  is  to  succeed 
him;  and  it  is  also  said,  that  after  Bishop  Lowth  and 
Bishop  Hurd  had  hoth  refused  the  offer  made  them,  the 
former,  upon  being  desired  to  recommend,  named  Bishop 
Moore.t 

'^  The  combined  forces  not  havine  been  able  to  agree 
amongst  themselves  about  the  partition  of  the  spoil,  the 
King,  it  is  said,  sent  them  word  last  night  that  he  would 
not  treat  with  them,  but  retain  his  present  servants,  all 
bat  Lord  Shelbume,  whose  place  Mr.  Pitt  is  prevailed  on 
at  laat  to  fill ;  it  is  said  that  they  have  gained  new  allies 
from  the  enemy.  The  strange  conjunction  between  North 
and  Fox  has  revolted  many. 

"Let  me  now  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  15th. 
My  edition  of  Canne's  Bible  is  in  12mo.  1698.  There  is 
another  in  4to  of  1700,  and  I  believe  a  still  later  one,  but 
I  am  not  sure. 

"  I  cannot  find  Taylor's  {  Concordance  amongst  the 
bookseUers  that  I  frequent,  and  they  will  not  send  for  it 
unless  I  order  it,  but  when  I  go  near  Mr.  Dilly's,  I  will 
look  at  it. 

"  I  am  very  sorry  you  received  no  better  accounts  of 
yonr  son ;  but  the  warm  weather  coming  on  will,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  relieve  him. 

"  I  hoped  you  received  the  Bishop  of  Landaff^s  pam- 
phlet, which  makes  much  noise.  All  the  friends  of  the 
Established  Church  hang  their  heads  at  it,  and  all  its  ene- 
mies triumph  in  it. 

"  I  was  yesterday  at  St.  James's.  The  King  looked 
miserable,  and  I  doubt  not  the  Queen  was  so  within,  but 
she  put  on  a  smiling  countenance. 

"  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  young 
ladies  j  and  remain, 

"  Tour  Lordship's  ever  futhful, 

"  M.  LORT. 

•  Utenrj  Illtutntioiit,  III.  500—506. 

t  John  Moore,  D.D.  elect«d  BUhop  ol  Bangor  1174  ;  tranilated  to  Can- 
tcrbnrr  in  1TB3  ;  and  died  in  1805.  Sec  an  account  of  himin  Lit.  Anecdota, 
Tin.  95  ;  VII.  273,  633. 

X  John  Taylor,  D.D.  of  Norwich  and  Warrington,  a  learned  diaienting 
Uacher.  He  publiihed  «  Uebnw  Concordaace,  adapted  to  the  Engliah 
Bible,  London,  17M,  2  toI*.  fill,  lie  wm  born  near  Lancaiter  1694,  and 
dM  ITGl. 

VOL.  vn.  2  G 
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"There is  a  strengA  story  here  of  Anti-Sejamu'l'  hsring 
shot  at  a  Mr.  Allgood  in  Northumberland,  and  that  he  is 
to  be  tried  on  the  block  act" 
"  To  a«  Lord  BUiop  of  DramorB,  CarUtle." 

"  My  dear  Lord,  SaTilte  Row,  April  S,  I7S3. 

"  You  should  have  heard  from  me  sooner  if  I  could 
have  sent  yon  any  intelligence  that  coald  be  depended  on. 
If  what  I  am  going  to  communicate  does  not  proTC  true, 
I  shall  certainly  refer  you  for  any  thing  further  to  ths 
Gasette.  Lord  North  was  sent  for  to  Buckingham  Houae 
at  II  o'clock,  and  fall  powers  giren  to  him  and  the  Duke 
of  Portland  to  form  any  ministry  they  pleased;  accord- 
ingly the  latter  was  with  the  King  this  morning,  and  waa 
appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  Lord  J.  Cavendish, 
ChaaceUor  of  the  Exchequer ;  North  and  Fox,  8eoi«tsii«t 
of  State ;  Lord  Cariisle,  I^vy  Seal ;  Lord  Stoimont^ 
President  of  the  Council ;  Lord  keppel,  of  the  Admiraltr  j 
and  these  aeven  Cabinet  Councillors.  The  seals  to  be 
put  into  commission,  with  Lord  Loughborough  at  the  head. 
Lord  Temple,  it  is  said,  has  desired  to  be  recalled. 

"  Bishop  Warrenf  is  to  succeed  Moore  at  Bangor,  bat 
who  is  to  succeed  him  at  St.  David's^  I  have  not  heard. 
Kaye,§  Ogle,||  Douglas,^  and  Osborne,**  are  talked  of. 

*  Junea  Scott,  D.D.  Rector  of  Simonbura,  mi  tried  &t  NetrcMtis  llir 
•taootliiK  (t  •  man.  It  ■pp«u'ed  the  doctor  ihot  tA  >  voodoodc  dlitaat  8T 
jerdi ;  th>t  the  dud  wm  Dotouched  )  sad  the  whols  wu  a  oiaUalou  proM 
cution.  See  OeuL  Mi«.  LIIl.  537,  710.  He  died  Dec.  10,  18U,  end  80t 
■nd  ■  long  memoir  of  him  will  be  foond  In  Oent.  Mu.  LXxXlT.  flOI-An. 
Uii  Mrmoiu  were  publiibed  in  1816,  edited  bj  tbe  Rer.  Sunnd  CUphui, 
who  prefliad  to  the  folnme  (n  intereBtioi  BieniDir  of  Dr.  Soott,  abridpd  ia 
Oeut.  Mig.  LXXXVI.  53T-531.  See  ilio  anecdotM  of  Dr.  Scott  u  ■ 
nreKhcr,  b^  Mr.  Cliphaio,  tn  Gent.  Mig.  for  1B11,  (i,  34B;  ud  OnT^ 
Lelten  to  Nichob,  b;  Mitford,  p.  IM. 

t  Jobn  Wirren,  D.D.  elected  Biihop  of  St.  DiTid'e,  1779 1  tmiaUted  to 
Buigor,  1783  i  and  died  in  1800.  See  memoir  ud  chu»cter  of  hun  ia 
Lit.  Anecdotei,  Vlll.  430 ;  VII.  120,  706. 

t  The  ne  of  Xt.  D*Tld'B  wu  gltu  to  Dr.  SmkllWell ;  ice  p.  4S4. 

i  Sir  Richard  Kaye,  Ueao  of  Lincoln.  He  died  Dec.  35,  180S,  aged  71- 
See  an  account  of  him  in  Lit,  Anecdotes,  IX.  S04  ;  VII.  607. 

II  Dr.  Newton  Ogle,  Dean  of  Winchetter.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1B04,  aged 
78-     See  an  account  of  him  in  Gent.  M>g.  LXXIV.  90. 

T  John  Dongki,  D.D. ;  elected  Biahop  of  Carllile,  1787 ;  trandated  to 
SallalnuT,  lTSl(anddJedHaTl8,  1807.  SeeanaeconntofhlmhiQcM.  Hag. 
LXXVtl.  475,  583  ;  and  ailuiiona  lo  bim  in  Ut.  AnecdotM,  VII.  114,  551. 

**  Thomu  Oibome,  LL.D.  prebendirir  ofSaliabwr  and  Lincoln,  jouarnt 
un  of  Blr  J.  Oaborae,  Bart,  of  ChlckaaRd  Priory,  co.  Bedfbrd.  He  M 
March  11,  ITM,  aged  88.  Bee  an  aceonnt  of  htm  in  Qeot,  Hag.  UL  Ml. 
}liilibnr7ir*aiK>14b7E:(«rfamiiil7».    See  Ut.  AnecdotM,  III.  Mt. 
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"  The  Ute  Archbishop  made  no  will  since  he  came  to 
Lambeth.  His  options  devolve  of  coarse  to  Mrs.  Com- 
mllis ;  whether  he  left  any  verbal  directions  to  her  con- 
eeming  them  I  have  not  learnt. 

"1  do  not  know  whether  I  have  already  sent  you  the 
indoaed  paper,  but  if  I  havcj  yon  may  give  it  to  aome 
person  not  likely  to  be  comipted  by  the  reading  of  it.  I 
am  told  that  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  ^nt  mean 
to  present  the  Dun  of  St.  Aaaph*  as  a  publisher  of  it,  so 
you  see  it  is  dangerous  to  meddle  with  it. 

"  Toar  Lordship's  ever  futhfdlj    M.  Loet." 

"  To  the  Lord  BUliop  of  Dromon,  CwUrie." 

«  My  DIAB  Lord,  SatIUb  Row,  April  15, 1?83. 

"  We  have  at  length,  you  find,  a  new  Admmistration.t 
How  long  It  will  last  few  will  pretend  to  say.  I  am  sure 
flie  comitry  needs  a  lasting  one.  I  think  you  say  that 
TOUT  paper  is  the  Morning  Chronicle,  improperly  so  called, 
for  I  seldom  see  it  till  the  afternoon,  but  that  is  of  no 
conaeqiience  to  its  country  customers.  Tou  will  have 
seen  in  that  the  whole  process  and  issue  of  the  late  strug- 
gle, at  given,  no  doubt,  from  the  best  authority,  but  on 
one  aide  only.  The  Morning  Post  was  retuned  on  the 
other,  and  had  as  curious  and  able  communications  sent 
to  it.  Inclosed  is  one  of  yesterday,  in  which  there  seems 
much  truth  and  reason ;  you  will  please  to  return  me  this, 
together  with  that  Morning  Chronicle  I  sent  you  before  I 
knew  you  took  in  that  pftper,  end  which  contuns  an 
apology  for  the  present  Mmisters  not  discovering  all  their 
intended  arrangements  to  the  King,  a  popular  objection 
which  their  adversaries  turned  to  good  advantage.  AU 
matters  are  not  yet  fixed ;  it  is  not  publicly  known  who  is 
to  go  Lord  Lieutenant  to  Ireland ;  it  has  been  proposed, 
aa  said,  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  to  Lord  Fita- 
willlam,  but  declined  by  both.J 

"  Let  me  now  thank  you  for  your  account  of  the  North- 
umberland Express ;  it  carries  such  marks  of  impartiality, 
and,  I  think,  truth  with  it,  that  I  shall  not  scruple  to 
mention  it,  though  without  naming  my  authority. 

*  See  the  next  ptge. 

t  In  tbb  Admhilunttoii  Mr.  Pitt  wu  for  the  fint  time  Prime  Minuter,  u 
?vit  Lord  of  the  Treanirj  end  Chuicellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  offices 
ho  held  till  IBOI.  In  1804  he  returned  to  power,  end  died  prime  miniiter 
ha.  83,  ISM,  In  Ui  ITth  yeer. 

t  Lord  NortUdgtai  wM  eppdited. 

2  o2 
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"  The  Bishop  of  LandafiPs  sermon  at  court  has  made 
not  quite  so  much  noise  as  bis  Letter  to  the  Archbishop. 
It  ia  stud  he  reproved,  the  fashionahle  vices  and  follies 
with  all  the  plainness  of  old  Ladmer,  and  with  as  little 
delicacy  as  he  cotdd  be  supposed  to  have  done.  It  is 
right  somebody  should  do  this,  and  I  hope  it  may  produce 
some  good  effect. 

"  I  have  at  last  seen  the  Concordance  you  inquired  after ; 
it  is  strongly  recommended  by  John  Wesley,  than  whom 
there  can  be  no  better  judge.  It  is  indeed  Cruden's  re> 
duced  to  a  narrower  compass,  by  leavin?  out  all  the  expla- 
nations (which,  by-the-by,  are  chiefly  taken  verbatim  from 
Calmet's  Dictionary],  and  the  less  significant  words,  as 
by,  far,  &c.  so  that  I  shall  not  scruple  to  recommend  this 
Abridgment  to  all  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  Cruden's. 

"  I  nave  also  bought  the  last  number  of  the  Coats  of 
Arms,  fine  large  folio  plates,  with  the  arms  in  alphabetical 
order ;  when  the  whole  comes  out,  I  may  probably  buy  it 
at  a  reduced  price. 

"  Did  you  receive  Sir  William  Jones'  Dialogue  ?*  The 
Dean  of  St.  Asaphf  has  been  presented  by  the  grand  jury 
at  Wrexham  as  the  publisher  of  a  libellous  and  seditious 
pamphlet,  tending  to  influence  the  inindsof  His  Majesty's 
subjects.  How  uiis  will  end  I  cannot  guess ;  but  if  they 
do  not  follow  the  blow  they  had  better  not  have  struck  it. 
Sir  William  Jones  himself  has  left  the  kingdom,  and  gone, 
with  his  new  married  lady,  to  Bengal. 

"  My  attendance  at  the  Archbuhop's  funeral  was  only 
to  supply  Vyse'st  place,  who  officiated  as  Rector  of  Lam- 
beth. So,  as  the  funeral  was  quite  private,  there  could 
have  been  no  room  for  Backhouse  or  Stinton. 

"  Four  editions  of  Shakespeare,  it  is  said,  are  in  hand. 

*  "  A  Dulogoe  bctwesn  ■  Fanner  wid  >  Coantry  Qentlemin  on  the  prin- 
ciples ot  QoTemment."  When  the  Bct.  Hr.  Sh^l«T>  ^'  ^'^  "^  ^^  Anpb, 
(«ft«rvnnli  tu  brother-in-law)  wu  indicted  for  publiaUng  en  edition  of  U  in 
Walei,  Mr.  Jonei  KDt  ft  letter  to  Lord  Kenjon,  then  Chief  Jnttioe  of 
Chatter,  avowing  himwtf  to  be  the  author,  and  maintaining  that  ererj 
poiition  in  it  wai  coaformable  to  the  law  and  eanatitntion  of  Enrland. 

t  Rer.  Wm.  Davies  Shiple;,  Dean  of  St.  A)aph,  was  <on  of  Dr.  Jonathaa 
Shiple;,  Biahop  of  thet  dioceae.  He  died  Ma;  T,  1896,  aged  81.  See  a  losf 
memoir  of  him  in  Gent.  Mag.  XCVI.  Part  ii.  641. 

t  W.  Vjae,  D.D.  38  jeara  Rector  of  Lambeth,  died  Feb.  20,  1B16,  aieJ 
ia.  SeeGent.  Mag.  LXXVI,L275.  Hewaa  aon  of  Key.  W.  Vjae,  Canna 
Eeiidentiary  ot  Lichfield,  who    died   June  29,   1770.    See   Goot.    Hag. 


LXXXl.  li,  25S.    A  pUTful  Ballad  bv  Mr.  Viae,  on  Charlotte  LlMi,  < 

T{..k«.1J  1.^11.    .-^..^....j  :^  /I A    mf^^    '  ^X    Fart    ii    D    ii"'^ 


Lichfield  belle,  appautd  in  Gent.  Mag.  LXX.  1 
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Reed  is  to  republish  Steevens'  and  Johnson's.  Collins 
is  to  give  CKpeU's,and  Ritson  his  own.  Lowndes  reprints 
Johnson's  text,  without  the  notes, 

"  Tour  Lordship's  ever  feithful,  M.  Lort." 

The  following  jea-d'esprit  was  inclosed  in  the  letter, 

"for  the  ST.  JAUES'S  CIIR0NICL8. 

"A  Card  to  the  B pqfL ff. 

''Mrs.  Cole  presents  her  most  respectful  compliments 
to  the  good  Bishop  of  L— — ,  ana,  being  one  of  his 
hearers  on  Sunday  last  at  St.  James's  Chapel,  takes  the 
liberty  of  observing  to  his  lordship,  that  when  he  next  thinks 
it  proper  to  inveigh  from  the  pidpit  royal  against  incest, 
Ittat,  lasciviousness,  whores,  whoremongers,  adulterers, 
adulteresses,  &c.  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  endeavour  to  clothe 
his  sentiments  in  a  more  delicate  and  courtly  language. 
Mrs.  Cole,  from  her  regard  to  decency,  forbears  to  recount 
the  expressions  which  so  much  offended  herself,  and  her 
young  modest  female  companion ;  and,  lest  the  good 
Bishop's  zeal  should  hurry  him  into  the  some  impropriety 
on  some  future  occasion,  instead  of  poring  over  St.  Gre- 
gory Nazianzenus,  and  the  luscious  extracts  which  the  late 
Bishop  Lavington  mode  from  that  and  the  other  Holy 
Fathers,  in  order  to  expose  the  love^feasts  of  the  poor 
Methodists,  Mrs.  Cole  most  earnestly  recommends  to 
the  learned  Prelate's  attentive  perusal  the  works  of 
Archbishop  Potter's  son*  Tom  (of  chaste  memory)  and 
other  little  tracts  of  the  like  cast,  from  which  the  good 
Bishop  would  learn  the  art  of  dressing  up  his  grosser 
ideas  in  so  neat  and  clean  a  manner,  that  a  vestal  might 
attend  his  pious  exercises  without  a  blush,  without  an 
emotion,  or  even  a  titter. 
'■  TSiitig'i  Pliee,  April  B,  17S3." 


**  Mt  dear  Lobd,  8*TiUa  Row,  April  19, 1783. 

"I  have  but  just  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  this  post,  and  to  say  that  the  Primatef  is  at 
Bath,  and  will  come  to  London  before  he  goes  to  Ireland, 

*  Soma  o[  U*  eplgnmi  loA  light  fdecM  maj  be  Ibtuid  in  tlw  "  Atjlnm 
forFngiliTe  nocn,"  uul  nch  pabliodoiu. 

+  Dr.  Bobiawn,  AjchbiBhop  of  Amub,  enattd  Lord  BolnbT  In  ITTT, 
BedMlnlT94.    8«e  Ut.  Anacdotw,  O.  694. 
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bat  vfaen  tbat  will  be  they  could  not  infbnn  me.  I  with 
I  could  tell  you  who  the  new  Lord-Lieutenaut  is  to  be ;  it 
is  BEud  that  the  Duke  of  Portland's  friends,  the  Dak«  of 
Devonshire  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  having  refused  it,  an 
offer  will  be  or  is  made  to  Lord  Beauchamp ;  nor  do  I 
find  that  the  vacant  bishopric  is  yet  fixed.  0^»,  Kaye, 
and  Smallwell,*  canon  of  Christ  Chorcb^  formerly  tutor 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  are  mentioned. 

"  The  Bishop  of  Norwich  is  dangeroosly  ill,  and  so  is 
Lord  Hardwidce,  who  I  fear  will  not  recover. 

"Lord  Loughborough  did  not  choose  to  quit  his  snog 
station  in  the  Common  Pleas,  least  he  should  be  left  in 
the  lurch  like  Lord  Camden. 

*•  Cook's  Voyage  will  surely  appear  before  next  spring. 
*•  M.  LORT. 

"  F.S.  Jack  Townshend  is  talked  of  as  Secretary  to  the 
new  Lord-Lieutenant. 
"  The  Iiord  Buhop  of  Dromore,  at  Culula." 


"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  SnDh  Roif,  April  99, 1781. 

**  I  most  sincerely  condole  with  you  and  Mrs.  PerOT  ob 
the  loss  of  your  son,  which,  however,  you  must  have  ben 
long  prepared  to  expect.  I  have  put  your  letter  into  the 
office,  where  I  was  obliged  to  pay  is.  for  it  as  a  double  letter. 
Death  has  been  very  busy  with  my  acquainbuice  lately. 
Poor  Dr.  Stintonf  is  just  expired,  in  possession  of  a  laiM 
fortune,  and  looking  forward  to  a  bishopric.  It  is  thovght 
that  the  two  great  livings  he  had  in  the  dty  and  alt 
Wroiham  will  fall  to  the  Crown,  as  their  patron.  The  new 
Archbishop  has  not  yet  done  homage  and  had  his  tempo- 
larities  restored.  The  poor  Bishop  of  Norwich  t  I  w>o 
lament  as  a  very  old  acquiuntance,  and  a  most  social  good- 
natured  man, 

"  Lord  Northington,  it  is  said,  will  go  Lord  lieutmant 
of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Windham,  of  Norfolk,  Secretary. 

*  Edr,  SmdlreU,  D.D.  m  eJectsd  Biibop  of  St  DaTid'i,  Jane  36,  ITSSi 
tniuliUd  to  OxTord,  1T8S ;  and  died  June  24,  1979. 

t  Dr.  OMife  SQnton,  V.R.S.,  F.S.A.  Chincenor  of  Uncoln,  Aad  April 
30, 1783,  aged  5S  (See  an  uooiuit  of  hin  in  Ltt.  lUwtnitknH,  HI.  498). 
Hii  brotlier,  Dr.  T,  Stiotoa,  ractor  of  Exeter  Colisn,  OifiKd,  dkd  Jnl;  fi, 
1797,  iged  60.  (Gent.  Mig.  LXVII.  621). 

t  Dr.  Philip  Yonn,  BUhop  of  Norwich,  died  HvA  13,  I78S,  ipd  ft. 
8«e  u  ■eooont  tnd  cuncter  of  Urn  in  Qeat,  Mig.  Ull.  iM ;  ui  mOOam 
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The  Dean  of  Peterborough*  is  to  be  his  first  chaplain,  but 
not  meaning  to  give  up  his  deanery  for  an  Irish  mitre. 

''  Malone  has  juit  sent  me  a  Supplementary  Pamphlet 
of  Notu  to  Shalupeare. 

"Tour  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  M.  Lobt. 

"  To  the  Lori  Biinop  of  Dromore,  ChIuIc" 

"  Mt  dear  Lord,  SaTill«  Bow,  Bfw  10,  17»3. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  great  question  of  a  Reform 
of  Parliament  being  carried  in  the  negative  last  Wednes- 
day, by  a  m^ority  of  more  than  two  to  one.  I  think  you 
must  have  been  pleased  with  Mr.  Powis's  speech  on  the 
occasion,  recorded  in  our  Morning  Chronicle.  He  men- 
tions the  Dialogue  published  by  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety with  proper  indignation,  but  which  was  defended  by 
Mr.  Martin,  who  said  the  Society  had  ordered  3000  more 
to  be  printed  and  dispersed.  A  very  good  supplemental 
dialogue  was  printed  lately  in  the  Pubhc  Advertiser ;  and 
if  I  can  lay  my  hands  on  it  I  will  inclose  it. 

"  I  hope  you  have  found  that  the  Primate  read  your 
letterthevery  night  it  came  here.  Lord  Northington  was 
to  have  taken  Dr.  Tarrant,  Dean  of  Peterborough,  as  his 
first  chaplain,  to  Ireland :  but  Tarrant  has  had  Stinton's 
living  of  Wrotham  given  him  by  the  Crown ;  and  a  Dr. 
Dicjcsont  ia  to  be  the  first  chaplain. 

"  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  entered  a  caveat 
against  Tarrant's  presentation ;  but  it  is  thought  on  no 
good  foundation. 

"  IVilsonjt  of  St.  Paul's,  is  to  succeed  Bagot  in  Bristol, 
J»ckson  §  is  to  be  Dean  of  Christchurch,  and  a  Mr.  Shaftoe 
succeeds  him  as  canon, 

"  Dr.  Scott  left  his  name  at  mr  door  the  other  day,  but 
not  where  he  was  to  be  found.  I  nave  heard  nothing  more 
than  you  related  to  me  concerning  him. 

"  The  poor  King  and  Queen  lament  much  the  loss  of 
their  little  lovely  Octavius.j]    I  know  no  man  in  his  domi- 

*  Dr.  Timmt  dkd  Deu  of  Peterboroogb,  Feb.  22, 1791.  Sm  m  aeeovit 
of  him,  uid  his  tctj  numaroui  preferiNnta,  ia  Qeot.  Xag.  LXI.  191. 

t  Aftennrd*  Blihop  of  Dawoe  snd  Connor.  He  died  it  Mr.  Poz'i  home, 
ia  ArUigton  StrMt,  Sept  19,  1804.  See  ui  locouBt  end  chiraoter  ofblm iti 


GsDt.  Mv.  LXXIV.  SSO. 

I  Dr.  Chrittopbcr  WUion,  Biabop  ni  Briitol,  died  April  18,  ITH,  end 
77.  8eeGMit.bbf.LXI1.3el,4TT]LXIX.&ea.  AleoUt. AorcdotH, Vll. 


471,  7». 

I  TbeeelebntcdDr.  C]prUJ»okw>n.    HedkdAn9.Sl,LB19,eg«dT6.    Bee 
ao«oiuit  wd  «hHaotcr  othix  in  Gait.  M«c.  LXXXfx.  U.  I7S,  314,  4Sr,  573. 

II  Fiiiice  Oetarlne  died  M*y  3, 1783,  iged  4  jetn. 
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Qtons  less  to  be  envied  than  himself.  I  hope  Mrs.  Percy 
has  recovered  her  spirits,  as  well  as  your  Lordship,  wnoe 
your  great  loss.  I  beg  my  compliments  to  her  and  the 
young  ladies,  and  remun  your  Lordship's  ever  faithful, 

"  M.  LOBT. 

"  P.S.  The  book-collectors  are  glutted  with  sales,— 
Croft's,  Sir  G.  Page's,  and  Mr.  Gulston's,  all  in  fine  condi- 
tion ;  and  I  suppose  many  will  not  fetch  their  binding. 
Gulston's  Granger,  interleaved  with  3000  heads,  cost  him 
many  hundred  pounds. 

"  At  Croft's  sale  a  "  Tiran  le  Blanc"  was  bought  by  the 
Chevalier  Rnta  for  seventeen  guineas.*' 


"  Mt  DHAB  Lord,  StTille  Row,  M»iy  19, 17M. 

"  I  have  just  now  received  yours  of  the  IStli ;  and  in 
answer  to  your  query  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Primate* 
has  been  gone  from  hence  to  Ireland  a  fortnight  past. 
I  have  no  further  intelligence  concerning  Irish  matters 
to  send  you.  So  I  hope  they  are  pretty  easy  there  at  pre- 
sent. 

"  When  Dr.  Stinton's  body  was  opened  his  lungs  were 
found  in  such  a  state  that,  had  he  not  been  carried  off  so 
rapidly,  he  would  probably  have  died  of  a  lingeringcon- 
sumption.  Tarrant  will  probably  keep  possession  of  Wrot- 
ham,  as  the  lawyers  think  that  the  Archbishop  has  no 
pretensions  to  the  disposal  of  it.  The  chancellorship  of 
Lincoln  Lord  Thurlow  has  procured  for  his  old  tutor  Dr. 
Smith,  Master  of  Caius.  Dr.  Scott  has  taken  a  bouse 
in  Cur z on  Street.  When  he  first  caUed  on  me  he 
was  incog.  He  laughs  at  all  his  adversaries  can  do 
against  him ;  however,  though  they  should  not  carry  thrir 
prosecutions  to  such  lengths  as  they  threaten  and  wish, 
yet  they  will  have  ample  revenge  in  the  expense  they 
must  put  him  to.  He  had  retained  poor  Howarth^f  the 
famous  crown  lawyer,  who  was  drowned  lately  in  the 
Thames. 

"  I  was  surprised  last  Saturday  by  a  message  firom 
Lord  Hardwiclce,  to  desire  I  would  call  on  him  in  the 

•  Dr.  RoUnaon.     See  before,  p.  4^3. 

t  HeDTjHowarUi,  eiq.  M.F.  forAbiogdan,  Hid  u  eminent  Kin^i  Coob- 
■el,  wa*  anfartDnatdjr  drowned  Maj  II,  17B3,  bj  tht  npietting  of  bii  owa 
uiling  boat  oear  hii  aeat  at  Mortlake.  He  waa  tiboiit  36  jeui  of  ife,  aad 
«>  9fiW  gniiiMi  doiiDS  the  pnrioni  fear.    See 
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evening ;  for,  indeed,  I  never  expected  to  have  seen  him 
i^ain.  1  found  him  very  langnid  on  &  aota,  but  he  ndsed 
himself  into  his  chair,  and  t^ked  and  chatted  as  easy  as 
ever  he  had  done.  His  left  arm  was  in  a  sHng,  and  hong 
useless  by  his  side.  I  think  he  vill  recover  now,  thoogn 
his  life  seems  to  hang  by  a  slender  thread. 

"  I  am  told  that  Mrs.Thrale  has  got  into  a  small  house 
at  Bath,  where  she  and  her  daughters  live  on  a  moat 
frugal  plan,  even  without  a  carriage.  What  a  &Uing  off 
is  here  !  Such  indeed  as  there  appears  no  visible  reason  for. 

"  I  know  nothing  of  the  state  of  the  Bishop  of  Car- 
lisle's health ;  if  he  dies  soon,  I  understand  Dr.  Watson 
means  to  try  to  succeed  him. 

"  My  edition  of  Canne's  Bible  is  by  Bill,  London,  1698. 

"  &10W  yon  anything  of  a  translation  of  Solomon's 
Song  from  the  Hebrew,  by  Mrs.  Francis  }*  I  would  buy  it 


if  1  thought  it  was  worth  buying. 

Mr.    Ritson    has  just  published  a   3».   60.  pamptil' 
against  all  the  former  editors  of  Shakspeare,  ana  their  a 


sistant  note- writers.  You  will  not  therefore  be  surprised 
to  find  it  concludes  with  his  Proposal  for  a  new  edition  in 
8  volumes,  l2mo,  with  a  complete  verbal  index. 

"  Mr.  Capel's  School  of  Shakspeare,  I  suppose,  is  pro- 
gressive, as  Bartolozzi  has  just  finished  a  fine  head  of 
Capel  to  prefix  to  it. ' 

"  Our  fine  weather  is  changed  to  cold  and  rain ;  and 
we  are  forced  to  light  fires  again. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  and  believe  me  ever  yonn, 

"  M.  LORT. 

"  To  ths  Lord  Biihop  of  Dromore,  Carliile." 

"  Mt  DBAR  Lord,  s«»me  Bow,  Jone  3, 1783. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  and  the  ladies  for  their 
kind  congratulations. t  When  I  last  wrote  to  you  I  had  no 
notion  that  I  should  have  been  so  soon  in  a  situation  to 
receive  them,  or  I  certainly  should  have  pven  some  inti- 
mation of  it  to  so  old  and  so  good  a  friend  as  your  Lord- 
ship ;  but,  though  my  acquuntance  with  the  lady  has  been 

*  Hn.  Anne  Fnmdi  pabliihcd  A  Poetica]  Tmulittoa  of  the  Song  of 
Solomon,  frran  the  origiiul  Hebrew,  1781,4(0,;  TheObaeqiuMofDemotriai 
Poliorcatei,  ft  Poem,  London,  mi,  4tD. ;  Chwlotta  to  Weiier,  1788,  4to.  | 
Hiicellaiieoiu  Foemi,  1790,  IZmo. 

t  It  ■ppeui  brtho  QanL  Mag.  (p.  ibl)  that  en  the  19lliarHaj,  Dr.LoTt 
WH  named  to  SoMniuh,  one  of  the  two  danahten  ^  Aldennsn  Horfi^, 
of  Cambritbe ;  hot  the  prerloni  letter  ii  diMHaj  19,  (afliMaen>rrta(< 
wu  probebl]' •  few  djin  t*^> 
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of  many  yean'  standing,  and  my  attacbmsnt  not  a  naaat 
one,  yet  but  for  some  particulAr  incidents  I  believe  our 
union  would  not  have  taken  place  this  month ;  but  I  will 
say  no  iDOTe  of  her  at  present  than  that  of  all  my  female 
Boquaintanoe  she  best  answered  the  character  wnioh  the 
late  Bishop  Newton*  drew  of  the  woman  he  wiahod  to 
make  his  wife,  and  which  if  I  have  time  I  will  bmnsoribe 
and  inclose  in  this  letter.  She  Joins  with  me  in  bopins 
we  shall  some  time  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  and 
the  ladies  in  Saville  Row. 

"  There  have  been  so  many  pamphlets  publiahed  against 
Bishop  Watson's  scheme,  I  t^ink  four  at  least,  that  1  do 
not  well  know  which  your  Lordship  would  have  sent; 
however  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Cumberland's  will  dcMrve 
your  reading,  and  therefore  I  shall  been  to  iaelose  this 
under  oover  to  Sir  H.  Fletehu*;  I  snail  now  wnd  the 
beginning  of  my  copy  as  I  oannot  get  another  this  even- 
ing, whicn  I  mention  because  you  will  observe  it,  in  Tom 
08bome*e  phrase,  paululum  tpoHalMm  in  marfine.  I  have 
really  not  had  time  to  read  the  others,  which  if  they  have 
as  muck  merit  as  tliis  must  I  think  be  some  moitifia«ti<w 
to  the  teamed  bishop. 

"  Xiord  Hardwicke  still  continues  to  mend,  and  when  I 
see  him  I  will  pay  him  your  compliments.  In  the  metm- 
time  Mrs.  Percy  and  Miss  Percys  will  be  pleased  to  aeeapt 
those  of  Mrs.  Lort  and  yoiu  Lordship's  buthful  and  affec- 
tionate servant,  ^  &f ,  Lobt.** 

"  Mt  DKAB  Lobd,  Jane  S,  17B3. 

"  I  recollect  that  I  blundered  sadly  in  aen^nv^art  of 
Cumberland's  answert  under  a  close  cover  to  Sir  ILMetcber 
at  Cariisle,  so  that  probably  it  may  not  have  reached 

*  Prom  Biihop  Newton'i  Account  of  hit  own  life. — "  He  pbiiilj  ftNtW 
ttitt  be  miut  Mther  fall  ■  ptvy  to  hit  lerTaTita,  or  he  mnit  look  oat  tot  mat 
rierar,  leiiiible  wodud  to  be  hii  wife,  who  kid  wme  knowledM  tad  aipMi* 
ence  of  the  world ;  who  ww  cipible  of  lapMintBadiag  tod  dincli^  Ut 
Kff*iri ;  who  wu  ■  pmd«nt  maoiger  snd  ecanomlit,  uid  could  1>J  out  hii 
moBey  to  the  belt  adTuitagt ;  who,  tfaoogh  ihe  brought  no  hftnne,  jtt  bI^I 
MffBima,sndbe  >  hrtioe  in  henelf ;  wlm  oonld  ispplr  hU  tttrie  kudaoMdr 


bad  no  inon  tute  and  lore  of  plniBre  than  a  reasonable  wokuq  ibo«U 
lii*e ;  who  would  be  b>.ppiEr  with  itajtng  with  her  htubind  at  home  than  b 
pemtnallr  gadding  abroad ;  who  wonld  b«  careful  and  tendv  of  hit  b«ttlh 
■ad  be  a  companion  of  all  hoari." — f.  68. 

t  "  A  Letter  to  Richard  Wattcn,  Biidiop  of  Uandaff,  on  hia  liofdthfa^ 
Lettn  to  Un  Archbiibop  of  CnteitmrT.  B;  Richard  dunberiMd.  1T>^." 
Bw  Oenl.  Hag.  UII.  eu. 
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yCMtt  Lordship.  If  so,  you  will  let  me  knov,  (Jiftt  I  may 
repUoa  it.  I  now  send  you,  and  I  shall  hope  with  better 
success,  the  Country  Ctmite's  answer.  I  am  told  Herbert 
Oroft  is  gCHng  to  publish  Rowley^a  poems,  dothed  in  a 
modem  dress,  and,  having  declined  to  write  Ch^terton's 
Life  for  &e  Biographia  Britantiica,  Kippia  baa  hims^ 
undertalcen  Itt 

"  In  a  lafe  of  Christian  Countess  of  Deronshire  it  is 
said  that  the  Countess  of  Carlisle  was  impiisoned  in  Ae 
Tower  di^ring  the  Interregnum.  Was  this  the  funons  Lady 
Lucy  Percy?  if  so  she  must  have  chanced  sides  and  re- 
pentad  of  having  betrayed  the  King.  Did  you  ever  meet 
with  any  account  of  this  event  ? 

"  I  am,  with  best  respects  to  your  ladies,  my  dear 
Lord,  yours  very  truly,  '*  M.  Lobt. 

"  niaBiihop  of  Dromon,  CuUiIe." 

"  My  DBAS  Ix>BD,  SaTOlB  Rmt,  AJiglM  Ttfa,  1T83. 

"  I  am  q^te  ashamed  at  seeing  the  date  of  your  1ast> 
and  not  having  sooner  written  to  welcome  your  arrival 
and  tbe  ladies,  1  hope  very  safely,  in  your  diocese.  But 
I  have  been  making  some  little  excursions  trora  home,  and 
to*moTrow  siy  wife  and  I  set  out  on  a  longer  one,  even  to 
France  and  Flanders.  How  tar  or  how  long  we  shall 
make  i^  is  not  at  present  determined,  and  will  probably 
depend  more  on  Ute  strength  of  our  purse  than  our  In- 
clination. 

"  Here  is  a  dead  vacation  at  present,  and  little  news  for 
tae  to  send  you.  Dr.  Johnson  is  recovered,  and  gone  to 
Mr.  Langton's  at  Rochester.*  Before  he  went  he  sat  to 
Opie,  the  famous  self-taught  Cornish  ptdnter,  for  his  pic- 
ture, and  who  I  am  told  has  given  a  just  but  no  flatter^ 
ing  likeness  of  the  Doctor.f  I  was  about  to  inclose  a 
s  pamphlet  of  Lord  Oeoi^e  Gordon's,  contuning  an 
it  <rf  his  tiiree  conferences  with  the  King  before  the 
riota  {  but,  upon  looking  again  at  your  letter,  you  do  not 
tell  me  that  packets  will  go  free  to  you,  and  I  have  no 
friend  here  at  present  to  apply  to,  to  frank  for  me. 

'  "  I  hire  been  13  dajs  tt  Rocheiter,  and  sm  now  juit  returned.  I 
MOW  back  bjr  wttcr,  in  a  common  boat,  SO  milei  for  a  ihilllog  ;  and  when  I 
Unded  at  Bimnngnte  1  carried  mj  bndget  mjielf  to  Conihill  before  1  oould 
get  •  oomA,  and  wu  not  mncb  Incommoded.  — Dr.  Johnson  to  Mn.  Tlirale, 

rtU  Wja  that  in  1T94  Dr.  Johmoi 
ib  pietat*,  bat  Mkra  It  wu  nvrtr  fl^ilied. 
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"  A  project  has  been  sent  over  here  from  some  of  the 
Church  of  England  Clergy  in  America^  to  have  a  bishopric 
created  in  Xova  Scotia,  and  a  bishop  there  to  ordain  for 
that  Church.  But  this  cannot  be  done  consistently  with 
the  present  Act  of  Parliament,  and  Forms  of  Ordination,  in 
which  the  oaths  to  our  King  must  be  t^cen.  So  some  of 
the  New  States  talk  of  applying  to  and  employing  a  Mo- 
ravian Bishop.  But  in  truth  it  should  seem,  from  the 
last  accounts  from  Fliiladelphia,  that  the  mihtary  will  turn 
the  Congress  adrift,  as  Ohver  and  bis  soldiers  did  the 
Rump  I^Uament. 

*'  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  M.  LoBT. 


«  My  dear  Lord,  SiriUa  Row,  Feb.  14,  I7«. 

"  I  really  doubted  whether  my  last  letter  had  got  safe. 
I  can  scarce  send  you  any  political  news  to  be  depended 
on  ;  perhaps  nobody  can  tell  what  the  state  of  this  country 
will  be  this  day  fortnight;  those  who  really  wish  well  to 
it  want  a  coalition  of  parties,  which  there  seems  little  rea- 
son at  present  to  thinli  will  take  place. 

"  Our  poor  President  of  the  Antiquaries  died  yesterday,* 
though  he  had  thought  himself  so  well  recovered  from  a 
dangerous  illness  that  I  received  a  card  of  thanks  for 
inquiiies  about  a  week  ago.  Who  will  take  the  trouble  of 
succeeding  him  as  President  I  cannot  yet  say ;  such  an 
opposition  has  been  stirred  up  to  the  Presidentt  of  the 
Royal  Society  by  some  turbulent  spirits,  that  I  doubt 
whether  he  will  choose  to  fill  the  chair  another  year.  Dr. 
Horsley  has  set  himself  at  the  head  of  this  opposition, 
which  seems  to  be  very  ill  founded,  and  to  arise  merely 
from  that  levelling  spirit  and  impatience  of  all  govem- 
ment  which  infects  the  present  age.  Your  Lordship's  ever 
futhful,  "  M.  LoBT. 


*  The  Rer.  Dr.  HillM,  Deu  of  Ez«ter.  See  Literur  Anecdote*,  Tit. 
266,  629. 

t  Sir  JoKph  Binki.  Honle^'i  objection  «u  to  the  Chair  of  the  RonI 
Sodetj  being  filled  b;  •  Baronet  end  Ametent.  See  Lord  Bn»l|hHn'i  Idle 
oC  Si  J.  Btulci  for  infonuUon  on  thii  inli)ect. 
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"  Mt  DSAB  Lobd,  SaTille  Row,  Feb.  S4, 1784. 

"  In  coDBeqaence  of  the  death  of  the  poor  Etean  of 
£xeter,  the  Council  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  met  on 
Saturdar,  and  elected  Mr.  King  President,  pro  tempore, 
till  St.  ueoive's  Day,  when  it  is  expected  that  Lord  De 
Ferran*  will  do  us  the  honour  to  preside  over  us.  At  the 
same  time  that  we  elected  Mr.  King,  it  was  propose] 
to  appoint  a  coadjutor  to  Dr.  Morell^  or  rather  to  Mr. 
Norris,t  who  is  to  read  all  the  papers  presented  to  the 
Society.  At  that  time  we  did  not  Know  that  poor  Moriell  J 
lay  dead  at  Tumbam  Green.  So  now  I  hope  our  Society 
will  go  on  with  better  auspices — 

NoTQt  renim  jun  nucitnr  oido. 
But  I  hope  our  reformation  will  proceed  more  quietiy  than 
that  attempted  in  cur  Sister  Society,  where  every  fortnight 
a  set  of  orators  get  up  and  fatigue  themselves,  and  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  Society,  with  vimlent  and  illiberal 
cha^s  against  the  President.  Horsley,  Maskelyne,  Maty, 
Maseres,  and  Poore§  are  the  leaders  of  this  band,  who  are 
joined  by  all  those  turbulent  spirits  that  are  impatient  of 
all  government  and  subordination,  which  is  indeed  the 
great  evil  and  disease  of  the  times.  1  believe  1  have  pro- 
longed and  increased  my  complaints  by  going  out  twice  to 
vote  against  these  innovators,  who  kept  the  society  talking 
and  disputing  and  balloting  till  near  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  though  they  have  been  baffled  in  almost  every 
question  by  near  tnree  to  one.  I  will  say  nothing  of 
politics ;  our  newspapers  contain  scarce  anything  else. 

"  Poor  Dr.  Johnson  has  had  a  very  bad  winter,  attended 
by  Heberden  and  Brocklesby,  who  neither  of  them  expected 
he  would  have  survived  the  frost ;  that  being  gone,  he  still 
remains,  and  I  hope  will  now  continue^  at  least  till  tiie 
next  severe  one.  It  has  indeed  carried  off  a  great  many 
old  people.  At  the  banning  of  the  winter,  Johnson  ia- 
stitatea  a  weekly  sixpenny  club  at  a  porter-house  in 

*  Lord  De  Fcmn  «ai  elected  Preudent  S.  A.  ApHl  23,  1T84,  aad  in  the 
roUowiag  Haj  waa  created  E^l  of  Leiceater.  He  lacceeded  hii  father  u  Sd 
HarqnCM  TowiMhepd  in  1B07,  and  died  in  1811. 

I  Mr.  Noma  rattred  front  Ibe  StCTttMTjthip  in  1790,  and  died  Dee. 
1792.     See  Lit.  Anecdotei,  VI,  I2T  l  VII.  294,  639. 

t  RcT.  Tbomaa  MoreU,  D.D.  died  Feb.  IS,  1TB4,  aged  8S.  See  an 
accoiut  of  him  in  Harwood'i  "  Alamni  Etonoiaei,''  and  Qent.  Hag.  tor 
1797,  p.  1DB8.    AIM  notice*  of  him  ia  Lit.  Anecdotea,  VII.  374,  633. 

1  Edirard  Poore,  taq.  an  intimate  friend  of  Blihop  Honle;,  and  a  nem- 
b«r  of  the  Bnex  Bead  Clnb. 
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EiMX-rtieet,*  kept  hf  an  old  semnt  of  Mr.  llinle.  I 
beliero  he  hat  norer  been  there  anoe  the  fint  ii%fat. 
Tour  literary  Clab  has,  I  hear,  been  alao  involved  in 
•qnabbles  ooiumning  an  air  balloon— who  ahonld  be  em- 
bayed by  them  to  make  one.  Sir  William  Hamilton  ia 
oiectori  a  member.  He  has  bron^  orer  a  Tery  nnall 
Taae  from  Borne,  with  fi^urea  in  relief  on  it,  that  ne  says 
coat  him  10002.  It  has  been  long  in  the  poeaeasion  of  ue 
Barberini  family,  and  is  described  by  Baitoti  in  the  .fides 
Barberina,  and  in  Wrighf a  TraTels.  Herbert  Croft  is 
preparing  an  edition  m  all  Chattarbm's  works, — all  his 
pobtical  and  obscene  ribaldry. 

^  I  shall  wrap  up  and  indoae  a  little  more  powder  in 
tome  of  Dean  Tucker's  queries,  signed  Cassaniua. 

"  Your  liordship's  ever  faitlifulf  U.  Lobt. 


L,  North  of  Inlud." 

"My  dear  Lord,  ScriikRew,  r«b.  28,i7m. 

"  Having  by  the  last  post  sent  your  I^onhip  a  long 
letter,  little  remains  for  me  to  say  in  this.  A  suiprising 
alteration  of  the  weather  has  taken  place,  which  has  re- 
lieved me  and  many  other  invalids,  and  enabled  me  to  be 
E resent  at  a  stout  battle  at  the  Royal  Society  on  Thursday 
LSt,  which  lasted  till  past  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  in- 
surgents received  a  complete  defeat  on  a  question  aimed 
at  the  President,  115  to  2?. 

"  Mr.  Preston,t  who  goes  to  Ireland  as  Private  Secretary 
to  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  was  a  fellow  of  our  college,  and 
a  particular  friend  of  mine.  He  is  a  travelled  man,  and 
you  will  find  him  very  agreeable  and  well-informed. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful,  M.  Lokt. 

"  P.S.  The  King  was  received  last  night  at  the  Oratorio 

•  Of  thb  Clab,  Me  BoewaU'i  Utt  of  Jobiuan,  ud  Uteruy  ftB»iilntM. 
II.  £53. 

t  Wm.  Proton,  D.D.  WM  ■  Fellow  of  Tnoitj  College,  CRmbridfe,  (of 
whioh  at  oae  time  It  wu  thoQ^t  he  woold  hsTe  been  muter,)  B.A.,  ITU, 
H.A.  I7H.  Be  wu  ohipUfai  to  Dr.  Yonge,  Blibop  of  Norwich,  whom  be  Idl 
to  Klend  Lord  Stomont  «t  Vieotw,  in  tbe  tame  cundu.  Tbaa  ho  went  to 
Ne^et  for  hii  health,  where,  In  the  ■bisnce  of  Sir  W:  Runllton,  he  ■etaJ 
u  OhuB*  4m  AAlni,  tnd  bid  a  pendou  in  coneeqaence  thereof.  He  wnt 
to  IreUnd  m  Pri<r«te  Seoretarr  to  the  Dolce  of  Holbud,  la  1T84,  uul  wu 
appoiatsd  Biibop  of  I«i^Un  uid  Fenu,  in  1 785.  Hli  illiuM  wu  to  tenn 
and  niubatlnt  for  tlie  l«at  12  months  that  it  wu  uMrted  tbe  feM  to  hii 
^jdeUn  twidlowed  ap  all  bie  income.  He  left  legacies  to  the  Dndeai  of 
ItatlBdd.  Ur.  Tberaton,  and  Mr.  Tfdd,  at  whoie  hoaie  In  CUra  SMM, 
Dnblin,  he  died  in  the  eprlDg  of  17S9.     See  Oeut.  Haf.  LIX.  STX. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


nmOT   GOKRESPONDXNCl.  469 

irith  nnoommon  bunts  of  spploQaa.  Cheniei  bought  by 
die  Orocen'  Company  to>day  for  2«.  6d,  a  piecej  to  treat 
Mr.  Billy  Rtt,  on  a  supposition  that  he  will  be  more 
willing  to  refonu  the  constitution  than  Fox  and  North. 
Thel&sentera,  Repoblicans,  and  Reformen  hare  espoawd 
fail  party,  and  stoml  np  for  the  PrerogatiTS, 
"Tba  Lord  Bbtep  of  Dromon,  *l  6«ca«,  bmt 
Le<mli  Biiokliud,  North  of  InUnd." 

"  Mt  DEAS  Lobd,  SbtUIo  Row,  Hweb  86,  1784. 

**  Tbe  privilege  of  franking  here  has  just  now  ceftsed, 
more  to  the  mortification  than  to  the  Bstoniahment  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  tide  of 
popularity  running  now  strong  for  the  new  Minister,*  he 
has  seized  the  favourable  moment  of  appealing  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  and  it  is  thought  will  gain  a  majority,  but 
whether  strong  enough  to  carry  on  business  cannot  yet  be 
guessed  at. 

••  Tour  great  Irish  orator  will,  I  suppose,  be  hardly 
fthosen  ogwi  for  Winchester.!  It  is  said  that  the  Duke  of 
Chandos  has  been  as  much  disappointed  in  him  as  the  Earl 
of  Plymouth  was  in  the  purchase  of  Punch.  I  hope  he 
will  not  carry  his  reformation  plan  in  your  Parliament. 

**  Tou  can  easily  guess  what  a  noise  the  loss  of  the 
great  sealt  made  here  two  days  ago.  Happening  at  such  a 
juncture  has  given  a  handle  to  foolish  party  zealots  to 
suspect  it  was  stolen  for  some  political  purpose,  which  is 
impossible  ?  But  I  believe  it  was  never  kept  so  carelessly 
before.  The  loss  is  said  to  have  been  supphed  by  a  plaster 
of  Paris  cast,  taken  ftx>ra  a  fair  impression. 

"  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  very  ill,  even  in  much 
danger,  and  only  saved  by  bleeding  and  blistering,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  make  him  more  cautious  of  eating  and 
drinking  for  the  future.  Sir  John  Eliot§  told  the  Queen 
that  he  nad  been  preaching  as  much  to  ^e  prince  against 
intemperance  as  any  bishop  could  have  done,  The  Queen 
replied, '  And  probably  with  hke  success.' 

'*  I  have  a  MS.  anecdote  of  your  predeceBsor,  Jeremy 

•  Mr.  Htt. 

t  fUcLud  OuDOn,  jon.  eiq.  brother-<a-1t<r  of  the  Dn1io  of  Chndo*. 

I  Tho  Qreat  8«ti«u  itolan  from  Lord  lliurlaw'a  lionu  In  Br«lt  Omiond 
SttMt,  Mid  Um  thief  WM  nerar  dl*oo**rad.  A  hw  SmI  wm  UMle,  aai  de- 
Utnad  ta  Um  Chuurilei  by  Ut  MijMt]',  Mmh  8»,  17M.    Bm  Q«at.  Mif. 
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Taylor,  of  vhicb  I  wish  the  truth  coold  be  ascerttdned. 
That,  finding  b  very  improper  use  had  been  made  of  fais 
famons  book  '  The  Liberty  of  Prophesying,'  he  sent  his 
chaplaia  over  from  Ireland  to  buy  up  all  the  copies  he  could 
find;  and,  having  brought  them  to  Dromore,  the  bishop 
set  a  day  apart  for  fasting  and  praying ;  and  then  in  the 
evening  caused  a  fire  to  lie  made  in  his  court-yard  and 
bomt  these  books.  The  chaplun's  name  was  Lewis,  a 
Norfolk  man, 

"  M.  LonT. 
"  F.S.  1  understand  that  the  Yelverton  Library,  both 
books  and  MSS.  will  soon  be  sold  by  auction.    Can  yoor 
Lordship  give  me  any  information  concerning  either  ? 
"  The  Lord  Biihop  of  Dtomore,  at  Dromore." 

"  My  DBAB  Lord,  S«t111b  Row,  Julj  ST,  1784. 

"  In  the  papers  of  this  week  you  will  probably  have  seen 
some  strange  papers  concenung  Mrs.  Thrale's  marriage 
with  Piozzi.  It  is,  I  am  afraid,  too  true ;  for  I  have  no  cer- 
tain intelligence  concerning  it  from  any  person ;  they  are 
in  town  I  am  told,  and  invisible  to  most  of  their  old  ac- 
quaintance. It  is  said  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  written  her 
a  long  letter  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  match  taking 
placCj  but  to  no  purpose;  that  Miss  Thrale  is  going  to  a 
Mrs.  Beaver's  in  Albemarle  Street,  where  there  is  a  sort 
of  academy  for  grown-up  ladies,  and  the  three  younger 
children  to  some  boarding  school.  Mrs.  Thrale,  it  is 
supposed,  will  go  to  reside  in  Italy. 

"  Are  you  acquunted  with  Major  Vallancey  ?  I  was  lately 
introduced  to  nim,  and  found  him  a  curious  intelligent 
man,  but  too  bigoted  to  ancient  Irish  lore,  which  I  do  not 
think  better  of  than  English,  nor  can  I  think  their  alphabet 
their  chronicles,  or  their  legends,  to  be  more  ancient  or  of 
better  authority.  The  Major  fell  in  love  with  a  picture  I 
had  of  the  Siege  of  Kinsaje,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time* 
which  I  let  him  have,  and  I  suppose  he  has  taken  it  to 
Ireland.  Since  he  went  a  woman  called  on  me  to  offer 
me  some  MSS.  of  Eugene  Aram's  Celtic  Dictionary,* 


Eugene  Anin  formed  ■  Dictioiurf  of  the  Celtic,  Irith,  and  BritUi 

nuei,  on  ■  newpUn.     See  a  Letter  of  Dr.  Pesge't  In  Gent.  Mag.  1789, 

A  lite  at  Efngene  Aram  wa*  iiuerted  in  the  new  Biograpbik  Bcitan-  ' 


IwTt  riiue  bata  dnl;  m>ndated,  sad  hij  Aime  (prtad  by  Six  Lrttm  Bilwtr. 
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which  she  says  had  been  once  in  your  hands,  and  I  sup- 
pose would  have  continued  so,  if  you  had  thought  them 
of  any  value.  Had  I  seen  her  before  Vallancey  went  back 
to  Ireland  I  would  have  sent  her  and  her  papers  to  hinij 
who  seems  to  be  deep  in  Celtic  etymologies ;  can  you 
recollect  any  particulars  of  these  papers  ? 

"  There  is  a  supplemental  volume  of  Chatterton's  works 
just  published ;  among  these  his  will,  as  curious  a  morceau 
as  any  that  has  yet  appeared ;  whether  this  will  revive 
the  sleeping  controversy  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  Herbert 
Croft  had  promised  Kippis  a  bfe  of  him  for  the  third 
volume  of  the  Biographia,  but  altered  bis  mind,  and  now 
means  to  make  a  volume  of  it. 

"  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  the  ladies,  and  that  you 
will  believe  me  always 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful, 

"  M.  LOBT. 

"tte  Lord  Biihopof  Dromore,  *t  Diomore." 


Dr.  Lort  to  Bishop  Pbrct. 

"  My  DBAR  Lord,  S.rille  How,  An«iut  19,  ITM. 

"I  had  yours  of  the  11th  yesterday,  in  pursuance  of 
which  I  went  to  Lambeth  this  morning,  and  not  finding 
either  of  the  chaplains  I  inquired  for  the  Archbishop,* 
who  informed  me  that  Mr.  B.  bad  not  yet  applied  for  a 
dispensation,  and  certainly  will  not  have  one  till  you  shall 
have  explained  to  the  Archbishop  the  meaning  of  your 
application.  I  could  not  have  made  this  inquiry  had  it  come 
a  day  later,  for  to-morrow  Mrs.  Lort  and  I  leave  town  on  a 
visit  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester.t  in  Kent,  and  the  Arch- 
bishop goes  soon  into  Oxfordshire.  His  Grace  showed  me 
the  short  Bill  which  receives  the  royal  assent  to-morrow, 
empowering  the  Bishop  of  London,  or  any  other  bishop 
he  may  appoint,  to  ordain  Americans  or  others  belonging 
to  foreign  jurisdiction  without  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
now  required. 

"A  Bishop  for  Nova  Scotia  is  talked  of,  and  when  he 
is  fixed  I  suppose  the  Americans  will  not  seek  so  far  for 
a  commission. 

"  Let  me  now  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  29th  of 
July.  Notwithstanding  what  you  say  of  the  declining 
spirit  of  volunteering,  sUll  we  think  here  that  you  have 
•  Dr.  Hoore.  t  Dr.  Forteu. 

VOL.  VII.  2  H 
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some  deipente  spirits  on  yovi  aide  of  the  water  Giat  at 
determined  to  throw  all  into  confusion,  and  thst  a  certain 
Bishop  is  of  this  number,*  In  my  travels  on  the  Con- 
tinent last  Tear,  I  fell  in  with  many  Irish  officers,  eccle- 
siastics  and  others,  who  seemed  big  with  expectation 
of  their  island  recovering  that  independence  and  pre- 
eminence which  it  once  hod,  as  they  supposed,  over  its 
sister  island.  To  what  do  Vallancey's  researches  tend, 
but  to  prove  she  is  the  elder  sister?  Some  sanguine 
Teagues  here  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  2Znd  of  October, 
•  principal  day  in  the  Irish  calendar,  is  to  open  the 
approaching  revolution  or  millennium, 

"  I  formerly  mentioned  to  you  the  sale  of  the  Telverton 
Libn»7,  and  the  intended  one  of  the  M3S.,t  which  latter 
was  abruptlr  stopped  after  two  or  three  lots  had  been  put 
up ;  bat  1  Delieve  you  know  more  of  this  matter  than  I 
do>  for  I  understand  that  application  was  made  to  your 
Lordship  on  this  subject ;  indeed  it  seemed  strange  that 
BO  considerable  a  concern  should  have  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  an  auctioneer  who  knew  so  little  of  me  matter. 

"  I  should  be  very  elad  to  accompany  your  Lordship  in 
this  semi-triennial  visitation  of  Armagh,^  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  that  you  have  got  well  through  it,  I  beg  my  belt 
respects  to  the  ladies,  and  remain, 

"Your  Lordship's  ever  foitbful, 

"  U.  LOBT, 

"  nie  Lord  Blihop  of  Dromon,  it  Dromora." 

Ob.  Lort  to  Bishop  Pbbct. 

"  Mt  DSAB  LobD,  SiTflle  Bov,  Ha;  5,  17SS. 

"  The  date  of  your  last  letter,  April  23,  being  St  Geom'i 
Di^,  the  anniversary  meeting  of  onr  Antiquarian  Society 
here,  very  aptly  corresponded  with  the  subject  of  it;  Ae 
procuring  its  Charter  and  Rules  for  the  use  of  one  of  t 
similar  nnd  to  be  instituted  at  Dublin.  I  now  inclose 
you  a  copy  of  this  Charter  and  Statutes,  and  njer  yon  to 
the  Introduction  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Archoologia, 
of  which  I  presume  copies  are  to  be  found  in  Dublin,  for 
the  rise,  progress,  intermission,  and  re-establishment  of 

*  Bad  of  Briatol,  Bidiap  of  Donr- 

t  The  TdTOton  HSS.  nero  begin  to  ba  mU  byuetloai  bntwinM 
iMdW  catalocMd  that  Ao  nla  wu  itopped.  Tbef  were  afterinrde  gtTtm  W 
tlieBHiirfSiiueztaLordCtUIiOTpe,    Sea  Ut.  Anecdotca,  III.  6<3. 

f  So  In  the  otl|^. 
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thii  society.  I  have  also  two  other  pamphlets  relativA  to 
this  subject  which  I  ^rish  to  send  you,  but  believe  I  oin- 
not  inclose  them  in  a  frank,  as  I  mean  to  do  this,  suppose 
ing  that  this  privil^e  will  eitend  to  Holyhead,  I  Know 
of  nothing  in  our  archiTes  that  will  be  necessary  to  be 
transcribed  for  you;  but  I  think  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  consult  the  pamphlet  printed  at  Edinburgh,  a 
few  years  ago,  on  the  institution  of  such  a  learned  sodety 
by  Lord  BucJban. 

**In  our  new  volume  of  Archceolo^a,  to  be  published 
next  week,  there  is  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  GoTemor 
Fovnall,*  including  one  to  him  from  a  Mr.  Ledwich,  of 
Maryborough,  giving  a  description  of  what  he  calls  a  Ship^ 
temple  in  mat  neighbourhood,  which  seems  to  agree  very 
well  with  a  passage  in  Procopius,  of  which  they  sent  me 
the  Latin  only,  and  made  me  find  the  Greek  arid  English. 

"  And  now,  my  good  Lord,  I  must  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  not  having  sooner  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 

Jonr  letter  by  Mr.  Cottingham,  and  another  dated  ia 
anoary  last,  but  not  received  tdll  the  following  months 
just  when  I  was  going  with  Mrs.  Lort  to  Cambridge,  to 
attend  her  sick  father,  whose  death  soon  afterward  fol- 
lowed, in  the  84th  year  of  his  age  ;t  there  we  continued 
for  some  time  to  settie  his  afiairs,  and  when  I  returned 
to  town,  idiena  negotia  ceniam,  much  more  than  my  own, 
disappointed  my  intentions  of  writing  to  your  I^ordsbip, 
till  at  length  your  last  letter  called  upon  me  to  send  you 
an  immouate  one,  and  I  hope  for  the  future  there  will 
not  be  so  long  a  chasm  in  our  correspondence. 

"Tour  old  friend  Johnson's  death  afforded  a  fruitfiil 
topic  oi  conversation  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and 
called  forth  abundance  of  anecdotes  relative  to  his  life, 
which  have  been  carefully  gleaned  up,  and  have  or  will  be 
retiuled  in  due  time  to  the  public  at  lai^.  One  Cooke,  a 
writer  employed  by  Kearsley,  had  prepared  and  printed  a 
life,!  whicD  I  believe  was  published  a  day  after  he  expired, 

■  Sm  AnIuMlogU,  Yll.  369-3TS. 

t  Sm  b«fcr«,  p.  457. 

J  "  The  Uft  of  Smoel  Johnian,  LL.C  with  oeouioiul  BemiHa  on 
U«  WrUinii,  m  Citilogu  of  hli  Worki,  and  >  Facsimile  of  hii  Handwrit. 
lof ,"  wu  pvblkfaed  bj  KunloTi  aod  pMMd  through  two  edltioDi.  Sm 
MontUjt  Rniaw,  LIIl.  14T.  nie  work  wu  unmrmoni ;  bat  It  ippMn  by 
Dr.  Lort,  that  it  wai  bj  Wm.  Cooke,  etq.  known  br  the  nun*  of  ConTena- 
tiaa  Cooko,  from  ■  poem  of  hii  ao  luilled.  He  dlod,  adtanoad  ia  an,  Aoril 
13,  leu.  See  a  memalr  of  htm  t^  Mr.  NichoU,  In  Oent.  Ua(.  XCIT.  1. 874. 
Hit  po«a  on  ConrerMtioa  retail*  anocdotei  of  Dr.  JobBMn'i  Ut«nr]r  Chbf, 
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Mr,  Tyere  followed  in  two  subsequent  Qentleman's  Ma- 
gazines ;  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Dr.  Kippis,  and  Mrs. 
Fiozzi,  have  announced  by  advertisements  in  the  papers 
their  intentions  of  treating  the  world  with  all  they  know 
or  can  collect  concerning  him.  The  lady  has  honoured 
me  with  a  letter  dated  Milan,  March  22,  in  which  she 
meDtions  this  design,  and  begs  me  to  collect  for  her.  I 
am  told  the  foundation  of  her  work  will  be  Johnson's 
letters  to  her.  She  says  she  is  very  happy  in  her  present 
situation,  and  that  both  she  and  her  husband  meet  with 
great  civility  from  persons  of  the  first  rank  on  the  contineut 

"  To  Johnson's  biographers  I  should  have  added  Bos- 
vell,  who  has  for  many  years  been  committing  to  paper 
all  that  fell  from  his  hps  when  they  were  together.  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds  has  opened  a  subscription  for  a  monument 

"  Bishop  Preston's  friends,  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
were  astonished  at  his  becoming  such,  and  as  it  is  said 
here  by  his  own  solicitations.  He  was  formerly  Fellow 
of  Trinity  College ;  then  chaplain  to  Bishop  Tonge  of 
Norwich,  whom  he  left  to  attend  Lord  Stormont,  at 
Vienna,  in  that  capacity ;  then  went  to  Naples  for  his 
health,  where,  in  the  absence  of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  I 
believe  he  acted  as  Charg^  d'  Affaires,  and  had  a  pen- 
sion in  consequence  thereof.  His  state  of  health  has  been 
such  that  nobody  thought  he  would  have  gone  to  Ireland 
and  engaged  in  business ;  I  presume  his  health  has 
mended  there,  though  he  mentions  the  contrary  in  a  letter 
I  bod  from  him  this  time  twelvemonths. 

"T.  Warton  was  made  Poet  Laureate,*  as  some  aay,  at 
the  King's  own  motion  ;  others  say  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
mentioned  him  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  The  place  is 
worth  clear  money  120^  a  year. 

*'  Mrs.  Lort  begs  to  join  me  in  best  respects  to  Mrs. 
Percv  and  the  young  ladies. 

',  "1  remain,  your  Lordship's  affectionate  and  fwtfaftil 
servant,  "  M.  Lort. 

of  whUhbewMoiwof  theluttuTTlTort.  He  thu  iddrcMea  U«  frind  Hr. 
NichoUi 

"  Yet,  oil  1  my  Friend,  with  whom  for  tquit  ■  night, 

I've  beard  theae  Worthiei  with  anpreme  delight, 

How  lad  to  tell  tlioie  hippf  iceneB  are  o'er. 

And  all  our  lov'd  lUociRtei  ire  no  more. 

All — &11  are  gone — (stb  we  who  ■till  remain, 

Ai  monming  Uenldi  oF  the  matchleii  train." 
*  Mr.  W.  Whitehead,  poet  Unreate,  died  April  14,1785,  ia  hU  TOth  n*'- 
S«  Lit.  An.  in.  196.  <  v        •        •  J 
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"  My  DBAS  Lord,  S«*illelU)w,JnneM,1785. 

*'  Tout  letter  of  the  3rd  past  came  safe  to  hand,  but  not 
time  enough  for  me  to  avaH  myself  of  Mr.  Hoole'a  packet 
to  send  me  pamphlets  and  prints  which  you  wished  to 
have;  nor  have  1  yet  purchased  the  latter.  Proof  impre»-* 
sions  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Primate  are  to  be 
bad,  the  former  at  five  guineas,  the  latter  at  lOs.  6d.; 
common  impressions  at  a  guinea  and  7'-  ^d. 

"  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see,  when  completed,  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  your  new  Society.  I  take  for  granted 
that  those  of  foreign  countries  have  been  consulted,  and 
that  the  best  parts  of  them  will  be  selected  and  adopted. 
Our  members  at  first  were  restricted  to  a  certain  number, 
and  I  still  think  this  rule  should  have  been  preserved,  nor 
the  door  left  so  open  as  to  admit  every  one  that  offers ;  for 
I  know  of  none  that  have  been  rejected.  I  wished  also  to 
have  had  a  set  of  subjects  and  topics  of  inquiry  pointed 
oat  for  members  to  investigate  and  give  their  thoughts 
upon  to  the  Society,  but  without  tacking  any  premiums 
to  them,  the  determination  of  which  is  often  unpleasant 
and  invidious.  I  cannot  help  inclosing  a  paper  to  your 
Ijordship,  which  I  lately  delivered  in  to  the  Society,  and 
the  subject  of  which,  or  rather  the  speculations  that  flow 
from  it,  are  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  a  grave  and 
learned  bishop,  or  even  of  the  whole  bench ;  yet  perhaps 
not  so  pleasing  to  a  true-bom  Irish  bishop,  if  Colonel 
Vallancey's  notion  of  the  Irish  being  descended  from  the 
Phoenicians  should  prove  well-founded.* 

"  I  like  much  the  plan  of  a  general  reservoir  for  all  jour- 
nals, &c.  of  foreign  countries — such  as  I  have  often  wished 
for  in  this  great  town,  and  might  have  been  fixed  at  Lever's 
Museum,  but  that  will  probably  be  soon  at  an  end  ;t  though 
I  suspect  the  lottery  tickets  have  moved  off  but  slowly. 
People  are  frightened  at  the  immensity  of  the  prize ;  and 

*  Dr.  Lort  inclosed  the  lubitiDce  oF  hii  "  Acconat  of  an  AuciBiit  Id- 
■cription  ID  North  America,'' which  it  printed  in  ArchMologit,  vol.  vili.  p.  290. 

t  Sir  Aibton  Lerer,  knl.  was  to  created  bj  Grorge  UI.  Ha  died  31  Jin. 
1788.  Hii  librarj,  aold  bj  Leigh,  produced  431i.  15*.  His  Holophoileon 
Mnamin  at  Leicealer  Hoaia  was  ditpoied  of  bj  lottery  in  17S4,  and  Gained 
at  49,0O0J.  (Gent.  Mag.  LIV.  622.)  The  priie  feli  to  Mr.  ParkiiuoD,  who 
Temoied  the  Hnienm  to  AJbion-place,  Blackfrian  Bridge,  and  Snt  opened 
it  ai  an  eibibition  Dec,  3,  178T,  at  2i.  6d.  For  many  years  it  proved  a 
pleaiiDg  eihibitioD,  bat  at  last,  no  longer  anaweriag  Mr.  Parkinion's  eipec- 
tationi,  the  collection  was  sold  by  auction.  The  preinisea  were  then  occn- 
gried  by  the  Surrey  loititatioa,  but  that  Society  not  receiving  safficieot  sup* 
port,  its  library  wai  diapoMd  of  by  auction,  and  tho  Inatitatian  broken  wf. 
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I  Mien,  if  it  hid  been  made  optional,  taihn  that  nlaed 
•t  40,0001.  or  $000^  in  apede,  more  adTentaren  vonld 
htve  embarked. 

"Verta  is  here  at  a  verr  low  ebb;  coins,  medali,  atatuei, 
{ttoturea  do  not  fetch  haU  what  in  my  memory  tjiey  have 
done.  Mr.  Duane's*  collection  did  not  produce  ha\t  what 
it  cost  him;  and  now  there  is  a  very  capital  collection  of 
Greek,  Roman,  and  English  coins  coming  to  market,  be- 
longing to  the  late  Mr.  Dummer,  whose  widow  married 
Dance  the  painter.  It  is  sud  be  is  buying  np  all  his  own 
performances  and  destroying  them.f 

"  I  hare  seen  lately  a  set  of  curious  prints,  done  it 
Paris,  from  Chinese  drawings,  of  the  emperor's  battleawidi 
the  Tartan.  These  were  eiu^aved  at  his  expense,  and 
the  whole  impression  sent  to  China,  except  a  few  seta,  sold 
at  60  guineas  each. 

"  Hendwson  the  actor  sold  a  set  of  Hogarth's  prints 
to  Sir  John  EliotJ  for  120  guineas.  I  do  not  find  it  was 
■o  good  as  that  I  ^ve. 

^  I  have  had  a  copy  of  the  Alexandrian  New  Testament 
printed  off  on  fine  vellum,§  and  a  beautiful  appearance  it 
nas.  I  luckily  had  this  old  vellum  by  me,  which  would 
otherwise  have  cost  20/. 

"  Tou  do  not  know  what  yon  did  when  you  oondaded 
your  letter  with  an  address  to  me  and  my  wife,  *  Come 
Md  see  us;*  for  we  are  about  to  visit  the  BishopH  at 
Chester,  and,  being  so  far  on  the  road  to  Dublin,  I  am  not 
sure  that  she  will  not  drive  me  thither.    She  is  an  ezcel- 

*  Hattheir  Dnini,  oq.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  died  Feb.  6,  1T8S,  (gad  78.  8m 
Lit.  Aaccdotw,  Itl.  497.  Hii  coini  (it  would  ippcu  ■bore)  were  nU  ft 
ITBO.  Hb  book!  wtn  lold  (with  thoM  of  Hicbul  Bm  hk  neplww)  is 
ApHl,  IT9B,  bj  L^b  aad  Sotbebj. 

f  nic  coioi  of  Thomu  Dammer,  Mq.  were  loId  by  M«nn.  Ld^  ud 
Botfaebj  in  180S.  Hiomu  Dntniner,'  esq.  M.P.  fbr  Newport,  I.  W.  manM 
Jan.  6,  1766,  Hirriett,  Sd  dia.  of  Sir  CeeU  Biihopp,  Bart.  He  kA  U( 
Immenu  ertatei  to  thii  ladj  for  life,  who  wai  re-mamed  to  Nalbaniel  Daaet, 
ma.  AeaelibiUedportnit-pwiiler.  Ha  waicrtalad  a  baronet  tn  1800,^ 
Aad  IBll.  Sea  Oent.  Uaf.  LXXXI.  4BB,  66fi  i  LXXXIL  303.  Sir  NathMid 
brd  tbeabanrditrto  btnup  and  deltrojererj  portrait  painted  by bimaolftbtf 
k« eo«ld obtdu.  'HiibdymTTiTedbim.anddied*  '~  '"""  '"  "  ' 
Mi*.  XCT.  It.  641.) 

I   Tm  eoplM  ware  printed , 

BBd  tUaauatioM.  Sea  Lit  Aocedotc*,  IX  10.  Of  th*  lea  aqriaa,  on^ 
MMD(lBclBdiBgtbeUB|'*)  wereprinCedforaala;  an  oghtlifbrDr.  WmIh 
%viaXk,hj  ftn^aiAim,iat'Dr.  Lort,  oaTeUnmofadinraDt  Mrt«B4  bt|« 
rin,  imnUed  by  Unatlrt  and  a  lontb  wat  priDted  by  Hr.  NkMa  farUi 
Mm  Ubrary,  bat  ha  aftanrarda  aold  it  to  Dr.  Bam^  fm  KM.  Tw<a^<*« 
Mplaa  vara  alao  priUsd  «  a  la*  wiilias  royal  mm, 

A  BUwpPaitsni. 
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Unt  tntrelleTj  fau  good  bealtb,  temper,  and  ipirits  (  bat  . 
we  neither  of  us  like  travelling  by  ses,  and  the  repidstoti 
will  probably  act  more  forcibly  as  we  draw  nearer  to  it. 
Another  damper  will  be  the  nsmg  of  your  Parliament,  and 
oompany  going  into  the  country.  If  we  go,  we  shall  take 
up  our  abode  in  a  hotel  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weekt, 
and,  returning  by  way  of  Scotland,  tarn  aside  to  the  palace 
of  Dromore,  for  I  belieTe  it  is  not  much  ont  of  that  road. 
This  at  present  is  a  Tery  embryo  scheme,  that  probably 
will  never  be  hatched  into  life ;  but  there  ia  aome  nlearore 
in  the  forming  them.  M,  Lobt. 

*'  An  Lend  BUhop  of  Dromorc,  DabUn.'' 

"  My  dear  LOED,  Chertw,  Aof.  IS,  1T«S. 

"  Mrs.  Lort  end  I  are  here,  so  far  on  our  way  to  Ire- 
land. Whether  we  shall  ever  be  any  nearer,  God  knows  t 
at  least,  I  think  it  wilt  not  be  this  summer.  The  weather 
ia  at  present  very  nnfarourable,  and  has  been  so  ever  since 
we  left  London.  But  we  are  s^ely  lodged  with  the  bishop, 
in  his  palace  here.  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit, 
we  shall  make  an  excursion  into  Wales,  and  thence  to 
Ijrerpool,  Warrington,  and  Manchester — perhaps  to  the 
Ijakes,  if  the  weaker  shall  prove  favourable.  If  an  air 
balloon  could  transport  us  from  Liverpool  to  the  opposite 
shore,  we  should  be  glad  to  give  Mrs.  Percy  the  meeting ; 
but  we  neither  of  us  love  long  sea-voyages,  and  this  pas- 
sage might  perhaps  exceed  twenty-four  hours,  I  shall 
probably  spend  a  week  at  Parkgatc,  to  bathe  in  the  sea. 

"  There  is  a  prebendary  of  this  church,  Mr.  Travis,  who 
has  published  an  excellent  book  against  Gibbon,  chiefly  in 
defence  of  a  text  that  has  almost  been  given  up  as  despe- 
rate, 1  John  V.  3,  '  There  are  three  that  bear  witness,'  &c. 
l^e  genuineness  of  this  he  has  asserted  with  wonderful 
acutenesB,  and  has  attacked  several  other  places  in  Gibbon 
with  equal  success.  Pray  get  a  sight  of  it,  and  then  I 
know  you  inll  cocmiend  and  recommend  it  Gibbon  Is 
now  settied  at  Lausanne,  there  to  complete  his  History. 

"  I  took  with  me,  as  a  post-chaise  book,  *  Letters  on 
Literary  Subjects,  by  Robert  Heron,  Esq.,'*  just  published. 
He  is  quite  a  Drawcansir,  affects  to  be  singular  in  bis 
m)inions  and  criticiams,  and  has  treated  very  unmercifully 
George  Steevens  aa  an  editor  of  Sbakspeaie.  I  am  told 
this  is  a  fictitious  name,  and  that  the  xeaL  author  is  Mr. 
*  See  Ut.  Anwdots^  Till.  159. 
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Pinkerton,  author  of  Rhymes,  and  ecUtor  of  Scotch 
Ballads. 

*'  Strahan  the  printer's  son  is  about  to  publish  John- 
son's Prayers,*  having  attended  him  during  his  last  illness. 
Boswell's  book,t  I  suppose,  will  be  out  in  the  winter.  The 
King  at  his  levee  talked  to  him,  as  was  natural,  on  this 
subject.  Boswell  told  his  Majesty  that  he  had  another 
wo^  on  the  anvil — a  History  of  the  Rebellion  in  1745  ; 
but  that  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  style  the  principal  person 
who  figured  in  it.  '  How  would  you  style  him,  Mr.  Bos- 
well ?'  '  I  was  thinking,  Sire,  of  calling  him  the  grandson 
of  the  unfortunate  James  the  Second.'  '  That  I  have  no 
objection  to :  my  title  to  the  crown  stands  on  firmer 
ground — on  an  Act  of  Parliament.'  This  is  s^d  to  be  the 
lubstaitce  of  a  conversation  which  passed  at  the  levee.  I 
wish  I  was  certain  of  the  exact  words. 

"  We  have  had  wet  and  blustering  weather  since  we  left 
London,  such  as  would  not  encourage  us  to  go  much 
further,  if  we  did  not  hope  it  would  mend.  But  we 
shall  be  hovering  about  here  for  the  next  fortnight  at  least, 
and  about  the  middle  of  September  get  back  to  SaviUe 
Row.    Tour  Lordship's  ever  faithful  and  affectionate 

"  M.  LOBT. 

"  Lord  Bishop  of  Dromon,  at  Drooiore." 

"  My  dear  Lord,  Sinlle  Row,  Oct.  31,  nS5. 

'*  About  a  fortnight  jMst  we  returned  hither,  where  I 
hope  to  remain  quiet  for  some  months  to  come.  Your 
Lordship's  hind  letter  and  pressing  invitation  to  Carting- 
ford  Bay  .found  me  on  my  return  to  Chester,  from  whence 
we  bent  our  course  to  Liverpool,  and  there,  on  the  quay, 
was  sohcited  by  the  captain  of  an  Irish  packet  to  go  on 
board  and  look  at  his  accommodations,  in  hopes  they 
would  have  tempted  me  to  embark  with  him  for  Dublin. 
In  truth,  I  want  no  inducements  to  see  my  friends  in  Ire- 
land, nor  curiosity  to  see  the  country ;  but  a  sea-voya^ 
is  to  me  ever  a  serious  matter,  and  therefore,  if  ever  I  go 
to  Ireland,  it  will  not  be  from  Liverpool,  nor  so  near  the 
equinox  as  my  going  or  returning  must  have  proved. 

"What  you  mentioned  of  the  Manuscript  of  the  Grospels 

in  the  Dublin  College  Library,  and  Dr.  Wilson's  account 

of  its  date,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Travis,  who  tells  me 

*SMldt.Aiwcdotei,IlL397.      tThcTonrtotlieHtbridM,  St»p.331. 
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that  the  mistake  here  alladed  to  is  rectified  in  the  last 
edition  of  his  book  against  Qibbon. 

"On  my  return  hither  I  found  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Piozzi,  dated  Leghorn,  Sept.  21,  in  which  she  says  that 
her  Anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnson  are  finished  and  transcribed 
for  the  press,  and  only  wait  a  safe  hand  to  convey  them 
to  CadelVs  for  publication.  She  also  says,  *  We  kept  our 
wedding  anniversary  with  great  gaiety  and  splendour  at 
Florence,  where  all  the  English  and  many  of  the  Tuscan 
nobility  and  gentry  dined  with  us.  But  the  English 
are  the  friends  my  husband  hourly  gains  upon  the  hearts 
of:  I  never  saw  any  of  them  yet  who  did  not  like  him  the 
first  day,  and  love  him  the  second.'  She  was  going  to 
Rome,  and  was  to  spend  the  winter  at  Naples. 

"  I  presume  you  nave  by  this  time  read  Boswell's  Tour 
with  Johnson.  I  have  been  much  amused  by  it,  but 
should  be  sonr  either  to  have  been  the  author  or  the  hero 
of  it.  Indeed  he  has  given  traits  enough  for  any  one  to 
develope  Johnson's  real  character  by.  Of  his  conference 
with  the  King  I  wish  he  had  given  more  particulars  in 
this  book ;  for,  though  he  has  promised  them  in  his  quarto 
volume,  I  suspect  ere  it  can  be  published  he  may  see 
reason  to  suppress  them.  Two  of  the  Paternoster  Row 
pirates  are  printing  editions  of  Johnson's  Dictionary  in 
folio  and  4to;  so  t£e  proprietors  have  advertised  one  in 
8vo.  One  of  the  former  gave  in  his  first  number  a  good 
head  of  the  author  by  Bartolozzi.  I  boi^ht  some  of  these, 
one  of  which  I  have  sent  in  a  small  packet  to  your  Lord- 
ship, with  two  antiquarian  pamphlets,  which  I  have  con- 
signed to  the  care  of  Bishop  Preston,  not  knowing  how 
else  I  could  get  them  conveyed  to  you.  Sir  John  Hawkins 
tells  me  that  his  Life  and  edition  of  Johnson's  Works  is  in 
great  forwardness.  His  son  is  labouring  hard  at  an  edition 
of  Ignoramus,*  with  explanatory  notes ;  he  has  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Italian  play  of 
Baptista  Porta,  whence  Ruggles  is  sud  to  have  borrowed 
bis  design  from,  and  which  was  Ruggles*  own  copy,  having 
his  name  in  it.  Farmer  hunted  this  out  among  some 
literary  lumber  thrown  aside  in  Clare  Hall  Library. 

"  A  bookseller  here  is  reprinting  Daniel  de  Foe's  History 
of  the  Union  of  Scotland  with  England,  which  is  at  pre- 
sent scarce  to  be  met  with.  He  thinks  the  present  situa- 
tion of  England  and  Ireland  would  make  it  sell ;  but  I 
*  Sm  Litcnrj  Anecdota,  vol.  IX.  pp.  35—37. 
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baliere  they  are  veiy  litUe  sinular.  There  is  lUodHr 
pamphlet  vhich  he  wishes  to  procure  and  reprint,  more 
to  the  puipose,  as  I  remember ;  for  I  had  it  once,  bat  lent 
it  to  the  Bishop  of  Derry*  when  I  waa  at  Lambeth,  tnd 
never  had  it  returned.  The  title  of  it  is,  *  A  Propoiil  tor 
tmiting  the  Kin^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,'  Sn. 
1751.  I  think  it  was  to  have  but  one  Parliament  a*  veil 
M  one  King ;  and  I  told  the  Bishop  then  that  I  thought  ill 
other  modes  would  be  patchwork  and  ineffectnaL  Bat  I 
will  not  wade  oat  of  my  depth.  I  have  hitherto  avoided 
troubling  you  with  politics  \  so  I  will  return  to  Daniel  de 
Foe,  whose  life  this  booka^er  wishes  to  prefix,  bnt  can 
ma  yet  find  very  scanty  materials.  He  thought  he  had  got 
a  treasure  in  an  old  pamphlet  I  lent  him — 'The  I^ 
and  Adventures  of  Daniel  de  Foe,  hosier ;'  but  it  is  a  very 
lean  thing,  chiefly  a  criUcism  on  Robinson  Crusoe,  the 
popularity  of  which  waa  to  sell  the  Life.  De  Loliae  ii 
employed  as  the  editor  of  this  '  History  of  the  Union,*  and 
is  engamd  to  write  a  laige  introductoiy  preface. 

The  Bishop  of  Derry  is  now  at  Bath,  and  has  giwn 
fifty  pounds  to  the  Bristol  poetical  millcwomant  since  ibe 
has  quarrelled  with  some  of  her  first  patrons  and  protedm*) 
and  has  threatened  to  write  the  Life  and  Adveoturet  01 
Hannah  More,  who  first  drew  her  from  obscurity. 

"  I  hope  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  youne  ladies  have  brovght 
home  hudth  and  spirits  from  Carhngford  Bay  to  last  then 
for  the  winter  at  least. 

"  Mrs.  Lort  b^  to  join  in  beat  complimenta  to  them 
with  your  Lordship's  affectionate^  faithful  servant, 

«  M.  Low. 

*•  P.8.  In  the  packet  you  will  find  a  print  of  your  tm 

nt  patriots  abusing  one  another,  to  the  great  divenknii 
ould  think,  of  all  real  and  genuine  patriots.    If  yM 
have  not  seen  them,  I  think  you  will  be  pleased;  and  I 
could  Bupply  more. 
"  To  Lard  Biihop  ol  Dromore,  Dromon." 

"  My  dbab  Lord,  s«fmi  Eow,  Bee.  u.  iM- 

"  I  do  assure  you  th^  I  have  bad  you  firequently  in  idT 

*  The  B*ri  of  Brutol. 

"SbewM** 


ordliurj  dBfTN  of  ggnloi,  tad,  for  ■  pcmoft  In  htr  •ltK«tl(ni,  wMt  nlMUl 
iBfoimstlon."    Ceanus  Ldlenil*,  m.  U3.    SMalNQ«at.MH>Utr>**'' 
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niad  with  ua  iBtention  of  writing  to  you ;  but  sincfl  I  n- 
turo«d  hither  from  my  autumn  ezcursioa  I  hare  bean 
oonfined  by  a  aerere  cold  and  oppression  on  my  lungs, 
for  which  1  have  undergone  almost  all  the  operations  of 
physic ;  yet  theae,  I  believe,  would  hardly  have  relierwl 
me,  had  not  Zephyrus  come  in  ud,  and  given  me  better 
brratb  and  better  spirits.  I  should  not  bare  troubled 
your  Lordship  with  my  complaints^  but  aa  an  apology  for 
my  silence,  and  I  feel  myself  happy  that  you  hare  called 
upon  ma  to  break  it,  and  to  send  me  your  commisaiont, 
which  I  shall  eudeavour  to  execute  to  the  best  of  my 
power.  In  a  former  letter  in  the  spring,  you  mentioned 
some  things  to  be  left  for  you  at  my  house.  I  have  re- 
oaived  none  but  some  Scotch  poems,  left  here  by  the 
editor^  Mr.  Pinkerton.  He  called  here  himself  with  them, 
but  I  wms  not  at  home ;  and  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  was  not, 
for  he  ia  one  of  those  modem  writers  I  desire  no  acquaint- 
ance with.  In  some  Ijetters*  published  by  him  under  a 
fictitious  signature  there  is  ao  much  arrogance  and  self- 
sufficiency,  such  a  contempt  of  other  writers  of  established 
reputation,  and  such  strange  positions  in  religion,  morals, 
and  pohtics,  that  I  think  must  mark  him  out  as  IRc  tiiger 
tit,  Aunc  tu,  S(c. 

"  I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Mrs.  Piozzi,  dated  Vienna, 
November  4,  in  which  she  says  that,  after  visiting  Prague 
and  Dresden,  she  shall  return  home  by  Brussels,  whither 
I  have  written  to  her ;  and  I  imagine  she  will  he  in  London 
early  in  the  new  year.  Miss  Threle  is  at  her  own  house  at 
Brightbelmstone,  accompanied  by  a  very  respectable  com- 
panion, an  officer's  widow,t  recommended  to  her  as  such. 
There  is  a  new  Ijfe  of  Johnson  published  by  a  Dr.  Towera,t 
a  Diaaenting  minister  and  Dr.  Kippis's  associate  in  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  for  which  worV  I  take  it  for  granted 
this  life  is  to  be  hashed  up  again  when  the  letter  '  J'  takes 
its  turn.  There  is  nothing  new  in  it ;  and  the  author  gives 
Johnson  and  his  biographers  all  fair  play,  except  when  he 
treats  of  his  poUtical  opinions  and  pamphlets.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  that  Johnson  confessed  to  Dr,  Fordyce,  a  httle 
before  his  death,  that  he  had  offended  both  Ood  and  man 
by  hia  pride  of  understanding.    Sir  John  Hawkins's  Ijfe 


T  noa.  MM.  nvamj.metwwrc*  uin,  aw. 

f  "  Aa  B«My  on  tb*  Ub,  Cbiracter,  mnd  WritlnM  of  Dr.  Samnel  Joka- 
son.  BjJof«pbT(m«n>LLJ>.ir8fi."  Sea  MontlL&  Reriair,  LXXT.  «5. 
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of  him  is  also  finished,  and  will  be  published  with  the 
works  in  Februarr  nexL  From  all  these  I  suppose  Bos- 
well  will  borrow  largely  to  make  up  his  quarto  me ; — and 
so  our  modem  authors  proceed,  preying  on  ooe  another, 
and  complaining  sorely  of  each  other. 

"  I  am  glad  to  bear  that  the  disturbances  by  the  White- 
boys  (of  which  I  hare  left  off  reading  the  accounts  pub- 
lished  in  our  newspapers)  do  not  reach  or  affect  your  part, 
and  that  you  go  on  feeding  and  preserving  your  flock, 
whilst  they  in  return  afford  you  more  of  their  fleece  than 
any  of  your  predecessors  obtained,  and  this  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  both  parties. 

"  There  are  two  dergymen  jost  arrived  from  the  south- 
ern statea  of  America,  who,  if  their  testimonials  and  other 
circumstances  are  approved  of,  will  probably  soon  be  con- 
secrated Bishops  at  Lambeth.  When  this  ia  done,  the 
Americans  will  have  three  bishops,  and  our  colonies  none; 
but  I  hope  there  will  be  one  soon  sent  to  Canada,  when 
the  difficulties  of  his  appointment  shall  be  removed,  which 
they  are  in  a  fair  train  of  being.  It  is  determined  he  shall 
not  be  a  suffragan,  as  I  believe  no  English  bishop  would 
like  to  admit  him  as  such.  He  will  have  a  revenue  of  at 
least  1000/.  a  year ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  the  American 
bishops  have  aa  yet  anything  of  this  sort  settled  upon 
them.  Tet  Bishop  Seabury,  who  was  consecrated  by  the 
nonjuring  bishops  in  Scotland,  has  sent  over  here  for  a 
mitre;  and  one  has  been  sent  him.  This  anecdote  I  only 
knew  within  these  few  days.  I  went  yesterday  to  the  man 
who  made  it,  and  he  is  to  bring  me  the  pattern  he  made 
it  from  :  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  wish  for  any  further  use 
of  it.  But  it  is  a  singular  circumstance  that  this  oma< 
ment,  so  long  disused  by  our  bishops,  should  be  resumed 
in  America,  where  Dr.  Price  hoped  there  would  be  no 
king,  no  nobles,  no  bishops. 

*'  Dr.  Farmer  is  now  with  me,  and  begs  to  be  remnn- 
bered  to  you. 

"  In  some  late  Gentleman's  Magazine*  there  is  a  charge 
against  Swift  of  an  attetnpt  to  commit  a  rape  when  he  was 
nebendary  at  Kilroot.  Surely  there  can  be  no  foundation 
for  this.  Could  he  possibly  have  afterwards  consigned  to 
infamy  an  English  dean  for  a  like  attempt,  in  the  cele- 

■  Sn  ■  letter  of  Dr.  G.  Gregorj  is  tli«  Geat.  Wag.  for  ITSfi,  p.  ICI.  6M, 
and  Dr.  Crider'i  BMwei,  p.  741.  See  >Ua  17BT,  pp.  103.  IM.  Tfce 
cdBinB;r  ii  kowerer  refoted  in  the  Mag.  for  1790,  p.  189. 
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brated  aong  he  made  upon  it  ?  Yet  the  editor  *  of  the  new 
edition  of  the  Tatler  (I  forget  his  name)  boldly  asserts  it, 
and  defends  his  assertion  by  arguments  that  do  not  please 
or  conrince  me.  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate M.  LOBT. 
"  Tbe  Lord  Bi*bop  of  Dromore,  Iidand." 


"  Mt  dear  Lobd,  Sirille  Row,  MBTch  8,  1787. 

"  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  your  letter  from  I>ablin, 
with  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  you  and  your  brethren 
have  with  so  much  success  stemmed  the  tide  which  had 
set  in  so  strongly  against  the  clergy  and  their  revenues  ; 
and  no  doubt,  if  it  had  overturned  them,  would  press  as 
hard  against  the  civil  establishment.  I  had  read,  and 
recommended  to  many  others,  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne'sf 
and  Mr.  Dignerau's  pamphlets,  which  gave  me  a  very 
clear  conception  of  what  was  meditating  on  your  side  of 
the  water  against  both  Church  and  State,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  contributed  also  to  open  the  eyes  of  those  who  may 
throagh  various  motives  have  been  blind  to  the  true  inte- 
rests of  both.  The  preface  to  the  London  edition  of  Bishop 
Woodward's  pamphlet  is  dated  Dublin,  January  2,  17S5  ; 
yet  the  title-page  says  7th  edition,  1787,  nor  can  I  find 
that  it  was  to  be  purchased  here  till  November  or  Decem- 
ber 1786.  How  IS  all  this  to  be  reconciled?  I  heartily 
wish  that  any  good  books  or  pamphlets  printed  in  Dublin 
could  be  more  easily  and  expeditiously  purchased. 

"  The  Dissenters  here  are  meditating  an  attempt  to  get 
the  Test  Act  repealed,  but  I  hope  they  will  not  succeed ;  yet 
I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  they  carry  their  point  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  That  indeed  will  greatly  depend 
on  the  part  the  Minister  shall  take,  and  which  is  not  yet 
declared ;  it  is  certain  that  he  was  much  obliged  to  uiat 
interest  at  the  last  general  election,  when  the  Dissenters 
almost  unanimously  set  their  faces  against  the  Coalition. 
In  their  Case,  printed  and  dispersed,  there  is  little  new 
matter,  but  that  the  experiment  has  been  tried  in  Ireland 
and  produced  no  ill  effects.     If  you  can  furnish  me  with 

•  Dr.  Caldor. 

t  "  Present  State  of  the  Chnrch  of  IreUnd.  By  Richard  Woodward, 
Bi*hpp  ofClOfne,  1TB7."  See  Monthlr  Reriev,  LXXVI.  341.  BUbop 
Woodward  died  Id  179«,  Gent  Hag.  LXIV.  4B3.  He  wm  njceeded  la  the 
dioc«M  of  Clojne  b;  Bishop  Benaet. 
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any  fects  or  arguments  to  invalidatfl  this  position,  it  will 
be  doing  a  service  to  the  common  cause. 

"  Notwithstanding  what  the  newspapers  have  recorded 
of  three  American  oiahops  having  been  consecrated  at 
Lambeth  last  December,  yet  no  such  consecration  took 
place  till  the  4th  of  February,  when  Dr.  Provost,  formerly 
of  Cambridge,  and  married  there  to  a  Miss  Bousfield,  an 
Irish  lady,  whose  brother  was  then  a  Fellow  Commoner 
of  Trinity  College,  and  Dr.  White,  an  American,  were 
consecrated  by  the  Archbishop,  assisted  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  and  the  Bishops  of  Bath  and  Wells  and 
of  Peterborough ;  they  were  addressed  by  the  style  of 
Bishops  of  New  York  and  of  Philadelphia.  There  ia  a 
Dr.  Griffith  yet  expected  from  Virginia  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  men  I  presume  they  will  earn  on  their  own 
succession.  As  to  Bishop  Seabury,  they  do  not  mean  to 
act  in  concert  with  him;  nor  I  suppose  to  adopt  his 
mitre. 

"  I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Mrs.  Hozai  from  Broasels, 
intimating  that  she  should  soon  be  in  England,  and  I 
expect  every  day  to  hear  of  her  arrival.  I  do  not  beUeve 
that  she  purchased  a  marquisate  abroad;  but  it  is  sud, 
with  some  probability,  that  she  will  here  get  the  King's 
licence,  or  an  act  of  ^rliament,  to  change  her  name  to 
Salisbury,*  her  maiden  name.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  I  am 
told,  bears  hard  upon  her  in  his  <  Life  of  Johnson.' 

«  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful  M.  Lort. 

"  To  Ute  Lord  BUop  of  Dromon,  6,  Qnfton  Stnet,  DnUb." 

"  My  dear  Loud,  g.TUie  Bow,  Uudi  n,  itbt. 

*'  I  have  just  received  by  the  post  four  Bel&st  news- 
papers, with  an  indorsement  on  one  of  them  to  say 
if  I  wished  to  see  Mr.  Baker's  answer  to  the  Bishop  of 
Cloyne,  you  would  send  some  over  here.  I  most  gladly 
accept  your  offer,  and  not  to  lose  time  writs  by  thia  post 
before  I  had  time  to  read  more  of  the  paper  than  the 
writing  on  it ;  for  the  Dissenters'  bill  here  is  to  be  broaght 
into  the  House  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week,  and  I 
know  not  what  is  most  likely  to  be  its  fate ;  I  hope  re* 
jected  in  the  first  instance,  or  if  not  then,  that  it  will  be 
afterwards,  without  its  coming  into  the  House  of  Lords. 

■  8MawMndnctorHrt.Thrakiritlir<«initohsrMi>gBdnuriuawU 
U.  Pioni  abl;  defeDded,  iguut  th«  atUcki  of  Dr.  JohaMB  lad  MS  M. 
lomn,  In  U»  OotlMDu'i  Utf  tn  Jw.  1847,  p.  3. 
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Tbey  am  exceedingly  tctive  in  canvasBing  and  making 
friends  to  it,  and  there  are  no  less  than  eleven  M.P/a  on 
their  Committee  to  carry  on  the  business. 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I^ozzi  are  amred  at  an  hotel  in  Pall 
Mall,  and  are  about  to  take  a  hoose  in  Hanover  Square ; 
they  were  iritb  me  last  Saturday  evening,  when  I  asked 
tome  of  her  friends  to  meet  her :  she  looks  very  well,  and 
seems  in  good  spirits ;  told  me  she  had  been  that  morning 
at  the  Bank  to  get  "Johnson's  Correspondence"  amongst 
other  papers,  which  she  means  forthwith  to  commit  to 
the  press.  There  is  &  bookaeller  has  printed  two  supple- 
mentary volumes  to  Hawkins'  eleven,  consisting  almost 
wholly  of  the  'Lilliputian  Speeches.'*    Hawkins  has 

Srinted   a   Review  of  the    '  Sublime  and  Beautiful'    as 
ohnson's,  which  Mnrphy  says  was  his. 
"  To  the  Lord  BUwp  of  Dramore,  Dnblin."  "  M.  LOBT. 

•*  Mt  DSAE  LoBD,  SnlUe  Row,  April  3, 1787. 

'*  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  letters  <m  the  20th 
and  26th  of  March.  Before  I  say  more,  let  me  say  some- 
thing on  the  event  of  last  Wednesday,  when  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act  was  re- 
jected by  a  majority  of  not  quite  two  to  one.  This  the 
patrona  of  the  ra>eal  affect  to  treat  as  a  kind  of  victory, 
on  the  strength  of  which  they  threaten  hard  to  persevere 
with  unremitting  assiduity,  and  to  bring  the  same  motion 
on  every  searion,  in  hopes  of  succeeding  at  last.  Having 
ttrenuonaly  supported  Mr.  Ktt's  interest  at  the  last  elec- 
tion aeainst  Mr.  Fox,  they  had  flattered  themselves  with 
the  Minister's  sapport,  or  at  least  that  he  would  not  have 
taken  so  decided  a  part  agunst  them.  But  Mr.  Fox  took 
advantage  of  this  event,  and  by  a  smart  answer  to  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Lord  North,  (the  member  for  Cambridge  and  tiie 
Chancellor  of  Oxford,  as  he  observed,)  has  no  doubt  re- 
covered and  aecured  the  dissenting  interest  for  the  next 
general  electton.  Lord  Beancbamp  flourished  much  on 
the  experiment  having  been  tried  u  Ireland  without  any 
ill  consequences  resulting  from  it ;  the  speakers  against 
the  reprad  either  could  not  or  would  not  answer  thia 
assertion.    Lord  North  was  in  the  latter  predicament,  the 

*  "  Th«  DebttM  tn  Ob  Ben«t«  of  LlUlput,*'  written  b;  Dr.  Joluton  for  the 
OenOMMu'i  UwuiM,  wer«  pabUihedb;  Slockdtla  in  17ST,  m  VoIi.  XII. 
Kid  XIII.  at  JohoMOa't  Worb  i  ud  la  im,  Vol  XtV.  wu  Mldwl,  MB. 
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Test  Act  being  repealed  in  Ireland  during  hia  adminiatn- 
tion.  But  the  papers  you  bare  been  so  good  as  to  send 
me  vill  throv  sufficient  light  on  tbis  matter,  and  more 
particularly  the  protest  on  the  Marriaee  Bill,  which  seems 
new  to  most  people  I  have  shown  it  to.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Dissenters  here,  if  they  carry  this  first 
point,  will  follow  the  steps  of  those  in  Ireland.  Here  the 
Church  chose  to  keep  much  aloof,  and  let  the  question 
be  considered  in  a  civil  light,  as  affecting  the  State  full  as 
much ;  and  I  believe  Mr,  Pitt's  and  Lord  North's 
speeches  convinced  many  people  of  the  truth  of  thii. 
"uie  former  made  use  chieflv  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
arguments  against  the  repeal  moved  for  in  17S6,  and 
Lord  North  seemed  to  have  been  much  obliged  to  Bishop 
Sherlock's  pamphlet,  republished  now,  with  a  dedication 
to  Mr.  Pitt.  This  drew  from  the  Dissenters  a  republica- 
tion of  Bishop  Hoadly*s  answer ;  and  indeed,  the  quesUon 
having  been  so  ably  discussed  in  the  time  of  these  two 
mat  men,  little  now  could  be  adduced  on  either  side. 
They  talk  much  of  Dr.  Campbell's*  answer  to  the  Bishop 
of  Cloyne,  and  of  reprinting  it  here  as  the  work  of  the 
ablest  of  ^eir  party  in  Ireland.  But  in  truth  they  have 
much  more  to  urge  in  their  behalf  there  than  here,  being 
a  greater  number  than  the  Established  Church;  and  5 
they  cannot  get  uppermost  by  art  and  management,  I  am 
afraid  they  will  do  it  by  force.  I  suppose  that  ManisM 
Bill  was  passed  here  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Fox.  It 
is  supposed  that  the  Catholics  here  mean  to  apply  for  an 
alleviation  of  some  of  their  burdens,  particularly  the 
double  tax ;  which,  if  the  Dissenters  should  succeed,  thev 
can  do  with  a  better  grace  ;  so  they  probably  have  or  will 
join  forces.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  it  is  sud,  has  promised 
all  his  weight  and  influence  to  assist  the  former ;  and  this 
notion  produced  some  excellent  lines  in  a  morning  paper, 
which  I  will  inclose  in  this.f     What  Lord  Tyrone  men- 

*  "  A  Vindtettion  of  the  Prindplei  vai  Cbtneter  of  the  PrMbrteriaiu  of 
ImUiuI.  BTWilUiin  CunpbcU,  D.D.  minuter  of  Armasli."  See  MonUf 
BcTicw,  LXXVI.  449. 

t  ho,  SomT's  Earl  Out  cbipel  qniti 
When  Prierti  doll  muwi  dkut. 
And  \a  St.  Stephen'!  chapel  liCa 

A  zealotu  ^tMtwiL 
Should  he  be  tailed  by  hesTen's  decree 

The  Upper  Hoiue  to  enter, 
A  farther  reformetiiai  «ee, 
Hi(  Qnoc  wfll  tun  PipKotv. 
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lions  io  his  speech,  of  the  women  Associating  and  com- 
pelling their  hoabands  by  a  singular,  manoeuvre  to  take  an 
oath  not  to  pay  tithes,  is  not  a  new  measure,  whatever 
the  compulsory  clause  may  be;  though  that,  I  believe, 
may  be  fouod  in  one  of  Aristophanes'  plays.  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  curious  pampnlet,  being  a  Petition  sent 
to  the  Parliament  in  1659,  by  above  7000  handmaids  and 
dau^en  of  the  Lord,  and  such  as  /eela  the  oppression 
uf  tithes ;  printed  for  Mary  Westwood,  at  the  west  end 
of  St.  Paul's.  These  names  are  all  ranged  under  their 
respective  counties.     I  will  give  one  as  a  specimen. 

"  *  Yorkshire, — We,  whose  names  are  here  underwritten, 
being  truly  sensible  of  the  great  oppression  (by  reason  of 
tithes)  in  this  commonwealth  by  the  cruel  exacting  of 
priests,  impropriators,  farmers,  and  others,  &c  do  here, 
la  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God,  and  in  the  sight  of  men, 
bear  oar  testimony  against  that  oppression,  by  setting  our 
names  to  this  paper,  who  desire  the  same  may  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Parliament  of  England,  that  this  burden  may 
be  removed.'  Then  follow  the  names  in  four  columns. 
This  petition  does  not  ajujear  on  the  Journals,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  refrareo  to  in  the  following  Vote :  '  June 
27>  1659.  A  paper  directed  to  the  Parliament  of  England 
from  many  thousands  of  the  freebom  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth against  the  payment  of  tithes :  it  was  read, 
and  the  same  answer  given  as  had  been  to  the  Petition  of 
many  Gentlemen  of  Somersetshire,  &c.  against  tithes  ; 
vii.  For  tiie  matter  of  tithes,  the  House  hato  commanded 
me  to  let  you  know  that  they  resolve  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  a  godly  preaching  ministry,  and  for  that  end  to 
continue  the  payment  of  tithes  unless  they  can  find  out 
some  more  equal  and  comfortable  maintenance  for  the 
people.' 

"  Please  to  observe,  in  one  case  they  are  called  gentle- 
men, in  the  other  the  people.  So  I  presume  they  would 
not  have  women  appear  on  their  Votes,  who,  as  they  did 
not  succeed  in  their  application,  had  probably  not  thought 
at  this  Irish  method  of  procuring  an  abolition  of  tithes. 

"  Ton  may  depend  on  my  silence  with  regard  to  your 
Lordship's  intdhgence  of  any  kind  sent  to  your  bithful 
and  affisctionate  M.  Z<ort. 

"  Lord  Bidi^  of  Dronoie,  DnbUa." 

VOL.   VII.  2  I 
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"  My  dear  Lord,  SsTtlle  Row,  ApHl  9, 17S7. 

"  I  have  received  two  more  papers,  one  of  them  con- 
taining the  Address  of  the  Dissenters  to  Dr.  C&mpheU,  which 
I  suppose  will  be  followed  by  others ;  I  have  not  read  his 
pamphlet,  retailed  in  these  papers,  because  I  am  told  sn 
edition  of  it  will  be  published  here.  Dr.  Priestley  has  jost 
published  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  I  wish  I  could  con- 
vey to  you  in  the  same  manner  as  you  sent  Mr.  S.  fi.*s  to 
me ;  however,  as  I  find  newspapers  may  go  and  come  free, 
I  will  send  one  containing  extracts  from  a  pamphlet  which 
can  scarce  be  matched  in  any  of  your  Irish  productions,  and 
if  you  tell  me  that  it  comes  free  I  may  perhaps  send  jm 
more,  as  I  would  have  done  the  debates  on  the  Test  Act, 
but  that  I  thought  it  probable  they  would  be  copied  in  the 
Irish  papers.  In  truth  the  question  has  been  so  thoroughly 
discussed  by  able  vriters  in  the  beginning  of  George  the 
First  and  George  the  Second's  reign,  that  scarce  any  thing 
now  can  be  said  upon  the  subject. 

"  The  Bishops  of  St.  Asaph*  and  Landafff  it  is  said, 
declared  at  a  meeting  of  the  bishops  that  they  should  not 
oppose  the  repeal  if  it  should  be  Drought  into  the  house 
of  Lords ;  the  latter  has  been  very  ill,  and  is  gone  to  Bath. 
Carlisle!  does  not  go  to  the  House,  but  he  is  just  recovered 
horn  an  illness  that  Dr.  Heberden  declared  be  never 
knew  any  person  to  get  over.  There  is  a  Mr.  I^wther,§  it 
is  said,  ready  to  succeed  him,  when  be  shall  please  to 
make  a  vacancy. 

"  Of  the  Greek  Testament  I  wished  your  Lordship  to 
inquire  for  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  I  find 
there  is  only  a  small  portion,  not  above  a  page  or  two, 
written  over  by  some  more  modem  Greek  treatise. 

"Here  is  Mr.  Macknight  ||  come  up  from  Scotland  with 
proposals  for  a  new  English  translation  of  the  Epistlei, 
to  be  printed  in  a  pompous  quarto  by  subscription ;  but  I 

*  Dr.  Shipley.  f  Dr.  Watwn.  i  Dr.  Lav. 

{  The  BeT,  Sir  Win.  Loirther,  B«rt.,  of  LittlB  PreitoD,  co.  York,  ai 
Rector  of  Swillington  ;  bora  Julr  10,  1707  ;  muried,  1T53,  AnM,  du.  tt 
tb«  ReT.C.Zoach,  TicuoTSindsl;  sod  died  Jam  Ifi,  178B.  BcvufUkr 
of  Sir  Wm.  Lowth«r,  wbo  ncceeded  the  Eul  of  Looadale,  in  1803,  ■•  tU 
Viscoant  Lonsdile,  and  in  180T  <ras  adTinecd  to  the  digtiitj  of  Eaf  1  of  I^ml- 
dale. 

w  literal  tranalatiao  of  the  Vint  and  Second  Epii^ea  to  tin  Tha- 

By  Jamee  »•--'--'-■-■  "  " •  ■■  -  ■■■^-■^-  .  _.  ^ .-  . — i 

of  "Al: 
Tiew,  LXXVL471. 
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scarce  think  he  will  succeed,  though  his  Harmony  was  a 
good  one. 

"  Your  Lordship  perhaps  may  have  seen  njy  name  in 
the  papers  as  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum,  toge^er 
with  Lord  Leicester,  Dr.  Douglas,  and  Mr.  Astle.  It  is 
not  so;  I  never  solicited  the  honour;  Lord  Aylesford  did, 
and  so  he  was  eleeted. 

"  Lady  Percy,  that  was,  is  now  in  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  gallantly  attending  her  paramour,  the  noted  sheriff 
Sayre,  that  was  taken  up  for  a  plot  in  the  American  re- 
bellion, and  by  mere  bullying  on  his  side,  and  sod  mis- 
management and  timidity  on  the  other,  not  only  escaped, 
but  turned  the  tables  on  his  adrersaries,  and  recovered 
damages  of  them  for  false  imprisonment.* 

"  The  King  has  had  a  slight  attack  of  the  gout,  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales  therefore  swears  he  will  never  drink 
water.     Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful  M.  Lobt. 

"  Lord  Bitliap  of  Dromon,  DnbBii." 

"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  S«»illo  Row,  M«r  13,  1787. 

"  Just  after  I  received  your  last  packet,  by  favour  of 
Lord  Sunderlin,  I  was  tempted  by  the  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury +  to  accompany  him  to  Cambridge  and  to  Ely,  where 
he  had  never  yet  been,  and  we  returned  back  both  well 
pleased  with  our  expedition.  He  is  about  making  some 
improvements  in  his  cathedral  at  Salisbury,  and  he  was 
desirous  of  seeing  what  had  been  done  in  that  at  Ely.  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  and  to  Mr. 
Barrett  for  the  very  satisfactory  account  and  specimen 
sent  me  of  the  Dublin  MS.,  which  I  communicated  to  the 
Bishop  above  mentioned,  and  the  day  after  I  received  it, 
to  a  learned  rircle  at  Dr.  Herberden's,  who  were  all  much 
pleased  with  it.  I  carried  it  to  Cambridge  to  show  it  to 
the  literati  there,  and  to  compare  it  with  Beza's  MS., 
but  I  found  that  was  taken  out  of  the  library  by  Dr. 
Kipling  of  St.  John's  College,  who  is  about  to  publish  it, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Alexandrian  has  been  published; 
but  of  which  I  own  I  do  not  see  the  use  or  the  necessity  ; 
for  it  is  impossible  in  any  types  to  print  an  exact  fac- 

*  Stcpheo  Sarra  wu  urettcd  for  high  treaaon  Oct.  23,  1T75,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower.  He  wa*  bailed,  and  hii  lecogaiiaoces  discharged. 
He  aftenrardi  brought  *a  action  agaiaat  Iiord  Rochford,  and  obtained  1000/. 
dauugea.     See  Gent.  Mag.  XLV.  498,  501,  606 ;  XLVI.  3Si. 
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simile,  and  ther^ore  reoourse  mast  always  be  had  to  the 
MS.  itaelf  in  any  point  of  consequence.  The  printed  copy 
of  the  Alexandrian  MS.  is  a  pretty  stngalar  cariosity^  like 
Pine's  Horace,  but  there  is  no  need  of  more  than  one  of 
this  sort.  It  is  a  lucky  circumstance  that  in  the  Dublin 
MS.  almost  all  that  part  of  St.  Mattliew's  Gospel  wanting 
in  the  Alexandrian  should  be  found ;  but  I  am  much  dis- 
appointed in  not  £ndii^  the  Doxology  to  m^ce  a  part 
of  it. 

"  I  have  asermsn  to  prore  it-s  authenticnty  from  internal 
evidence,  i.  -e,  bom  its  being  so  natural  a  sequel  to  deliver 
US  from  the  Evil  One.  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  not  A>*, 
though  he  pretended  to  ofEer  Jesus  the  whole  world,  aa  snch, 
with  all  its  glories.  At  Cambridge,  1  looked  over  Dr. 
Bentley's  prepared  volumes  of  the  New  Testament,  which 
seem  nnished  according  to  his  proposals,  though  Middle- 
ton  asserted  he  had  only  done  the  last  chapter  of  Revela- 
tions. They  were  lately  left  to  Trinity  Coll^  by  his 
nephew,  Dr.  Richard  Bentley,  from  whom  Dr.  Woide  got 
leave  to  copy  the  Vatican  Collations  for  his  edition  of 
the  AJesandrian. 

"  Jast  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  sent  you  two 
newspapers  in  an  open  cover,  each  containing  something 
by  M.  Lort.  If  they  coat  you  more  than  a  penn^  I  shall  be 
sorry.  Whenvournewpaper'TheDublin  Chronicle*  comes 
out,  pray  sena  me  one  as  a  specimen.  I^st  New  Tear's  Day 
came  out  three  new  papers  here ;  two  of  them  soon  died ; 
the  third,  called  the  "  World,"  still  keeps  its  ground, 
carried  on  by  Captain  Topham*  and  Mr.  Mdes  Anorews,t 
a  gunpowder  merchant,  both  well  known  to  the  theatrical 
world  as  writers  of  farces  and  epilogues.  As  I  frequent 
no  coffeehouse  I  seldom  see  any  paper  but  that  I  take  in, 
"  The  Public  Advertiser."  I  mention  this  as  an  apology, 
if  I  should  miss  sending  you  anything  very  curious  in  the 
others,  which  are  often  oifBcult  to  procure  after  their  day 
is  passed.  If  I  thought  you  had  not  Priestley's  Letter  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  I  would  send  you  that  under  Mr.  Ley's  cover;  but  I 

•  M^r  Edmrd  Tophin  died  April  26,  1S20,  teed  68.  Sm  an  tt/touat 
of  him  tod  liti  writinp  in  GeoL  Htg.  XC.  i.  469. 

t  Milci  PMw  AndTori,  H.P.  diad  laXj  18,  IBM,  aged  84.  Ha  wn  Aa 
author  of  Bl«*eii  brcca,  from  17T4  to  I79S.  Amongit  othor  l^adwhi  kA 
Ui  Meod  Hijor  Tophim  3001.  An  locannt  of  him  and  Ui  writing  will  ha 
foaad  in  0«Bt.  Hag.  L:iXXiy.  il.  190.  See  alio  Omt.  Hag.  LXXXV.  1. 
597,  a  cnriooi  iDittniMi  of  maotal  daluiioa  bt  Mr.  Andrewi  loppotlnf  he  mr 
Lord  Ljtflelon  q)peaTiii(;  at  hi«  bedaide  o&  Iha  di^  be  (8td. 
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preaame  that  i?  any  of  the  late  publications  here  on  the 
Test  Act  came  to  Dublin^  this  must  have  been  in  their 
Dumber.  The  leading  Dissenters  here  are  very  angry  with 
him  for  that  publication,  aad  made  him  reprint  a  page  to 
retract  one  particular  assertion  concerning  the  minister's 
promise  of  support.  Lord  North  made  probably  his  last 
speech  m  the  House  of  Commons  on  that  occasion.  He 
is  now  irrecoverably  blind  by  a  guita  terena  in  both  eyes. 
There  is  a  letter  of  Berington,*  the  popish  priest,  to  Priest- 
ley, which  I  will  send  to  Mr.  Ley,  the  same  man  who  in  a 
tmraei  pamphlet  drew  a  character  of  Lord  Surrey,  now  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  which  he  was  obliged  to  omit  in  » 
second  edition.  This  man  wrote  also  an  Answer  to  Haw- 
kins's Appeal  on  his  quitting  tha  Catholics  at  Worcester.f 
Hawkins  is  now  in  London,  patronised  by  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester^,  who  has  put  him  into  our  orders  and  recom- 
mended him  to  Lam}>eth  for  a  degree.  Mr.  Wharton,  §  a 
popish  priest  from  the  same  neighbourhood,  is  now  in 
America ;  and  Carroll,  a  popish  bishop  in  Maryland,  has 
written  and  published  in  America  an  Address  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  United  States.  I  mention  all  these  to 
know  if  you  wish  I  should  purchase  them  for  you,  and 
how  they  may  be  conveyed  to  you.  I  picked  up  lately  A 
Free  Examination  of  the  Common  Methods  employed  to 
prevent  the  Growth  of  Popery,  to  which  are  added  season- 
able Reflections  offered  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, 12>^.  Dublin,  printed-by  D.  Chamberlayne,  at  Faulk- 
ner's Head,  1774.  This  is  a  compilation  of  papers  first 
Sublished  in  the  "  Public  Ledger,"  und  spouted  at  some 
isputing  clubs  set  up  by  the  Catholics  in  London. 
"  I  bought  londsay's  Litui^  lately ;  it  is  I  am  told 

■  tht  Rar.  Jeaepb  BerrinfftoD  wti  a  * olnidinoiw  author.  He  wm  a  tbIu. 
abla  corrBtpondcDt  at  the  Qentkman'i  Maguioe.  See  vol.  LVII.  9&>, 
1041,  LVIII.  121,  696,  1196,  LIX.  26,  LX.  lOLZ,  1165.  LXV.  461,  LXIX. 
6i3,  749 — ?51>  Hli  opiniooa  were  not  approved  of  bj  fail  Ronian  Catholic 
brethren.  Gee  a  notice  of  Mr.  Berringtoa  in  the  mEmoir  of  Dr.  J.  Milner, 
in  Literaiy  lUiutratioiu,  toL  V.  p.  6BS.  and  a  letter  from  Blihop  Miluer 
in  Gent.  Hag.  LXT.  TZ3.  He  died  D«:.  1,  IB2T,  aged  84.  Bee  a  full 
•CGDDiit  of  him  and  hie  worki  in  Gent.  Mig.  XCVIII.  i.  374. 

f  The  KeT.  John  Hawkini  pnbliahed,  Ad  Appeal  to  Scriptnre,  lie.  8to. 
17H.  Month.  Rer.  UtXlV.  413.  Addren  to  Dr.  FriMtley,  1789,  K*o. 
Month.  Be*.  LXXX.  91. 

}  Dr.  North. 

i  Mr.  Whaiton  pnbliihed  "  A  Letter  to  the  Roman  Catholic*  of  Wor- 
oener ;  from  a  late  Chaplain  of  that  Sodetj  ;  atatiDg  the  HotiTCi  that  io- 
doced  him  to  retire  from  their  commnnion  and  become  a  Member  of  the 
Pniteilaat  Church," Svo.  i;84 ;  conuModed in Honthly Review, LXXU. 39a. 
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adopted  by  the  Episcopalians  in  Nev  England  ;  there  is 
also  an  abridgment  of  the  Common  Prayer,  done  and 
printed  at  Benjamin  Franklin's  expense,  at  London,  in 
1773,  but  I  do  not  find  adopted  anywhere.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  yet  the  American  Liturgies.  Bishop 
Seabury  and  his  Sock  in  Connecticut  1  believe  have  made 
no  alterations  in  the  Ekiglish  Liturgy,  but  political  ooea. 

"  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  an  account  of  your  new 
Soinety  for  Christian  Knowledge  and  Practice,  a»d  the  first 
fruita  of  its  inslitation.  0'I>»iry's  print,  I  am  told  by 
those  here  who  know  him,  is  a  strong  hkeneas  ;  but  you 
are  behind  us  in  caricature.  I  sent  in  the  small  box, 
which  you  say  is  not  yet  arrived,  two  or  three  on  modem 
fashions  for  the  use  of  your  ladies,  who  1  hope  are  well, 
and  to  whom  I  b^  mine  and  Mrs.  Lort's  compliments. 

*•  Mrs.  Piozxi  and  her  cara  tpoaa  seem  very  happy  here 
at  a  good  house  in  Hanover  Square,  where  I  am  invited 
to  a  rout  next  week,  the  first  I  beUeve  she  has  attempted, 
and  then  will  be  seen  who  of  her  old  acquiuntance  continue 
such.  She  is  now  prinUng  Johnson's  Letters  in  2  vols, 
octavo,  with  some  of  her  own ;  hut  if  they  are  not  ready 
before  the  recess  they  will  not  be  published  till  nest 
winter.  Poor  Sir  John  Hawkins,  I  am  told,  is  pulled  all 
to  pieces  in  the  Review.* 

"  I  am  sorry  your  Lordship  is  so  disturbed  about  the 
letter  in  the  last  Archte<J(^a.t  On  ascertaining  a  curious 
fact,  it  was  voted  to  be  printed,  and  beii^  such  only  I  did 
not  think  you  expected  to  have  been  applied  to  for  your 
consent ;  but  I  will  take  better  care  for  the  future.  Your 
friend  PiiikertcH)  has  been  publishing  something  about  the 
Celts,  in  which  I  am  told  he  bears  almost  as  hard  as 
Johnson  did  on  the  publisher  of  Ossian.  I  shall  not  be 
sorry  to  see  them  go  to  loggerheads ;  I  mean  on  paper. 

"  Your  Lordship's  affectionate  and  faithful  semmt, 
••  M.  liORT. 

**  Loid  Bitbop  of  Dromore,  at  ONmon.'* 

"  My  dear  Lord,  Swille  Ro-,  J«>e  26,  irsi. 

**  I  am  happy  to  find,  by  your  letter  of  the  15tb,  that 

•  Thw  Twy  long  and  able  niiKw  of  Dr.  Joliiuon'i  Life  will  be  found  » 
Montblj  Re»iew,  LXXVI.  273,  469,  LXXVII.  66,  131.  Sir  J.  H«kin« 
b  unmercifully  cut  up. 

t  An  eitrut  from  >  letter  from  Bishop  Percy  to  Dr.  Lort,  on  •omc  Urge 
teul  beriu  foowl  in  Iieluid,  «h  printed  id  the  Aicbaolofi*,  VI L  168. 
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the  parcel  I  sent  by  sea  from  home  some  months  ago  is 
at  length  arrived ;  but  I  suspect  the  modern  pyramids  are 
almost  become  ancient,  and  have  given  place  to  some  new 
folly.  I  am  glad  also  that  the  two  pamphlets  I  sent  to  Mr. 
Ley's  came  safe  to  you  and  ancharged;IhaTe  just  forwarded 
soother,  P^re  Courayer's*  Sentiments,  &c.  and  have  also 
sent  four  or  five  of  the  Popish  Controversy,  by  Wharton, 
Carol,  &c.  to  Mr.  Barker's  lodgings.  I  could  not  procure 
Hawkins's  Xietter   to   the  Worcester   people.     Geddes' 

*  Church  of  Malabar '  is  likewise  not  to  be  had  at  present, 
but  must  be  sought  for  in  catalogues.  Lindsay's  Liturgy 
Sir  John  Hawkms  has,  or  wiU  procure  you.  I  know 
nothing  yet  of  Baxter's,  nor  do.  I  understand  what  is 
meant  by  the  Free  Examination,  &c.  12mo.  1774.    The 

*  Liturgy  on  Universal  Principles'  is  Williams'9,t  that 
did  not  succeed  in  Margaret-street  Chapel.  Dr.  Stocks* 
Answer  to  Dr.  Campbell  came  safe ;  and  I  was  much 
pleased  with  it.  Campbell's  pamphlet  is  reprinted 
here  i  the  Dissenting  party  will  not  suffer  such  writings  to 
be  long  unknown  in  this  metropolis.  The  Dublin  Chro- 
nicle also  came  to  hand,  and  is  a  specimen  worthy  imita- 
tion here.  I  saw  an  advertisement  in  it  of  a  new  Map  of 
Ireland,  by  the  Rev.  Augustus  Beaufort,  M.R.I.A.,  | — 
letters  I  cannot  decipher.  I  heartily  congratulate  your 
Lordship  on  the  success  which  has  crowned  so  deservedly 
the  labours  of  the  champions  of  the  Church  of  IreUnd : 

'  So  the  pnre,  limpid  ttrewn,'  tte.  &c. 

■  "  A  Deelantloa  of  my  iMt  SentimeDta  on  the  diffirent  Doctriae*  of 
BeligioD,  b;  the  Ute  P.  F.  le  Coonrer,  D.D.  (Pnbliibed  from  the 
French  bj  W.  Bell,  D.D.  Prebendarr  of  WeatminiCer.  See  Honthlj 
Beriaw,  LTIII.  ST).  TnniUted  from  the  French.  To  which  ii  piefiucl 
■D  accoant  of  Dr.  CoonTcr."  Ilw  tmulator  (whoM  nuae  at  the  time  wu 
conouled)  wh  the  Rev.  John  Cilder,  D.D.  Dr.  Caldcr  died  June  10, 
1B15,  aged  B3.  See  memoin  of  Dr.  Coarajer  in  Literary  Anecdotes,  II. 
39—44;  VII.  9G,  M3;  and  (brther  aaecdotea  of  bfm,  with  hii  portrut, 
in  Uteraiy  lUnatntiolii,  toI.  V.  p.  60;  and  a  memoir  of  Dr.  Calder, 
with  a  aclectioa  from  hia  correipondence,  la  Litetarj  Itluitntioni,  toI.  IV, 
pp.  7B9— M8. 

t  Of  Darid  Williania  a  long  mamolr,  written  b;  hia  friend  tbe  Iter. 
Richard  Yatea,  will  be  fbond  in  Gent  Mag.  1816,  IL  86—90.  Hii  Lita^ 
and  Ijectnrea  at  Ha^aret  Street  Chapel  continned  abont  four  jcnn; 
■ee  Gent.  Mag.  I8IG,  p.  SB.  He  wu  the  fonnder  of  the  Literarj  Fund; 
and  died  Jane  29,  181S,  aged  78.  In  the  wordi  of  Mr.  Fitigetald,  tbe 
boDOrarj  poet  of  that  Societ;, 

"  'nme  that  dettroji  the  Hero's  tropbied  boat, 
SbaU  span  the  bay  that  hlOHOm*  o'er  hia  dnst" 

t  Menber  of  the  Ro^  Irish  Acmdemjr. 
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**  Your  friend  Dodsley  has  had  2500/.  vorth  of  printwl 
paper  bamt  in  a  warehouse,  ao  as  to  produce  him  when 
sold  for  waste  only  80/. :  none  of  this  insured.  The 
chief  copies  were  Spence's  *  Polymetis,*  '  London  and  its 
Environs/  and  a  quarto  '  Uo^raphical  Account  of  Eng- 
land ;'  none  of  them  mueh  to  be  regretted,  nor  that  wouU 
probably  have  produced  Mm  many  fourscore  pounds.* 

"  Mr.  Lovitt  (^[led  on  me  lately,  and  would  Itave 
carried  over  any  parcel  for  me  to  your  Lordshm ;  but  I 
found  he  was  not  going  soon  bach  to  Ireland.  Mr.  Barker 
also  called  on  me,  and  I  would  gladly  have  seen  more  of 
him,  but  Mrs.  Lort  lias  left  me  done  here.  She  n  gone 
to  Colchester;  and  I  shall  follow  her  to-morrow,  but  shall 
return  in  a  fortnight,  and  make  simitar  excursions  from 
here  for  the  remainder  of  the  summer.  I  do  not  hke  sea- 
voyages  ;  otherwise  your  Lordship's  invitation  would  be- 
a  very  tempting  one,  both  to  me  and  to  Mrs.  Lort.  I  beg 
my  best  respeets  to  the  ladies,  and  remain  with  great 
truth  your  Lordship's  ever  faithful  "  M.  Lort. 

"  To  Lord  EKahop  of  Dromore,  Dnblin;" 


"  My  uba-b  Lord,  ^.tHh  Row,  Aoj,  u,  nw. 

*'  I  have  been  on  the  ramble  since  I  received  your  letter 
by  Or,  Hales,  but  was  lucky  enoivh  to  be  a  few  days  iw 
town  during  his  stay  in  it,  and  think  myself  much  oblieed 
to  your  Lordship  for  introducing  me  to  so  worthy  a  ^a- 
rscter.  Unluckily  he  was  here  at  a  time  when  the  town 
was  quite  empty,  and  was  not  better  off  at  Cambridge, 
where  he  found  few  or  none  of  the  persons  lo  whom  he 
bad  letters  of  Fecommendation.  The  publication  you  aenk 
me  of  his  was  imperfect ;  so  he  supplied  me  with  another, 
and  I  presented  another  for  him  to  the  Archbishop,  who 
has  been  so  much  engaged  in  buuneas  of  late,  at  the  Privy 
Council  and  elsewhere,  that  I  tiuppose  he  couM  not  find 
time  to  receive  strangers.  He  has  at  last  carried  through 
one  important  matter,  which  but  for  his  zeal  and  activity 
would  not  have  been  finished — at  least  this  year.  On 
Sunday  Dr.  Inglis  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia, 

*  A  Are  in  LlUle  Wild  Str««t,  June  T,  1787,  commBntuted  to  Mr.  Ju> 
TU*  i>Tiating-officc,  knd  to  the  wu^ouMsof  Mewri.  Dodder.  Loi^nwn,  Ac 
ia  which  were  depoiited  an  immenH  qoutltv  of  boolu,  which  wat  COB- 
Nmed.  (Sec  Geat.  Mag.  LVIl.  634.) 
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Mid  this  week  he  U  to  embark  in  the  last  vesie]  that  is  to 
sail  this  year  for  duvbec.  He  is  a  TOry  good  scholar  and 
writer,  and  a  worthy  man,  and  I  think  will  do  credit  to 
this  first  appointment.  He  is  to  residct  and  to  have  with 
that  the  ouer  two  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Canada  for  hig  diocese.  The  interest  of  the  money  left 
by  different  people  for  an  American  Cpiscopate  inll  be 
about  500/,  annually,  and  it  is  expected  that  Government 
will  add  500/.  more.  In  the  Dublin  paper  you  sent  me, 
that  very  properly  announced  his  appointment,  there  was 
a  curious  letter  relative  to  the  deprivation  of  some  minister 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  Scotland  ;  in  which  sentence 
they  seem  to  acknowledge  no  supreme  head  of  their  Church 
but  King  James.  This  ought  to  be  better  known,  if  tiie 
fact  is  literally  so ;  but  Dr.  Beattte,  to  whom  I  got  a  friend 
to  shew  this  letter,  said, '  This  man  talks  like  an  Irishman, 
and  knows  nothing  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.'  I  am  not 
satisfied  nith  this  answer,  and,  as  I  am  going  in  a  day  or 
two  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester^s,*  in  Kent,  where  Beattie  is, 
I  will  have  this  matter  expluned. 

"  If  you  have  not  been  already  informed,  you  will  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  little  pamphlet  you  sent  me, 
drawn  op  by  a  Popish  priestf  as  the  reasons  of  his  conver- 
sion, is  taken  verbatim  from  the  following : — *  A  Brief 
Account  of  the  Motives  and  Reasons  of  the  Conversion 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Harly,  A.M.  late  a  priest  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  who  publicly  renounced  the  errors  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  at  the  parish  church  of  St.  Peter, 
Dublin,  Sunday,  Sept.  8,  1765.'  London,  8vo.  14  pages 
closely  printed.     The  little  pamphlet  is  about  half  of  this. 

"  Here  are  some  squibs  let  off  against  Dr.  Priestley, 
under  the  character  of  Jews,  to  whom  he  addressed  some 
letters;  but  are  not  worth  sending.  I  shall  forward  to 
Mr.  Ley's  a  paper  with  an  impudent  letter  of  CLeary's, 
vhom  a  Mr.Curran,  |  1  think  in  your  House  of  Commons, 
so  excravafantly  commends. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful  M.  Lobt. 

"  Ta  Loid  Bitbop  of  DromoTr,  DnbUn.*' 

*  BUhop  Porteni. 

t  By  Mr.  Wbuton.     Sec  before,  p.  *%i. 

i  Jobn  Philpot  Curru,  died  Oct.  14,  ISIT,  ued  ncarlr  10.  See  a  mc- 
noir  orUin  in  QeDtlemu'i  MeguiiM,  LXXVll.  u.  371,  fi3S. 
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BiBHOP  Pbbct  to  the  Rbv.  Db.  Lobt. 

<<  Dear  SiRj  Dramore  Howe,  Snd  Hirch,  1789. 

"  Upon  looking  OTer  my  memoraitdutna,  I  find  it  ia  just 
&ve  months  since  I  wrote  to  you  (viz.  Oct.  2)  without 
ever  hearing  that  you  received  my  letter,  which  makes  me 
apprebenHiTe  that  either  it  hath  miscarried,  or  that  you 
have  been  ill :  indeed,  if  from  various  avocations  you  have 
delayed  writing  to  me,  I  have  no  right  to  compudn,  who 
have  more  guilt  of  that  sort  to  answer  for  than  anybody. 
I  hope,  however,  aeon  to  hear  that  you  and  Mrs.  Lort 
enjoy  good  health,  and  that,  only  deferring,  you  do  not 
mean  to  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  your  correspond- 
ence. This  hath  been  a  very  unhealthy  winter  in  my  own 
femily.  I  was  confined  with  a  feverish  cold  almost  the 
whole  month  of  January ;  otherwise  I  generally  enjoy 
good  health.  But  Mrs.  Percy  was  seized  at  the  be^nning 
of  December  with  a  bilious  fever  of  the  moat  aUnmng  and 
dangerous  kind,  which  confined  her  to  her  chamber  more 
than  two  months,  and  she  has  not  yet  wholly  recovered 
from  its  malignity ;  which  hath  prevented  me  bom  attend- 
ing Parliament  hitherto,  and  we  are  now  beginning  only 
tolook  towards  Dubhn,  Otherwise  I  should  have  been 
sending  you  some  of  the  productions  of  the  day,  partica- 
larly  a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Browne,  member  for  the 
University,  to  vindicate  the  legislature  and  government  of 
Ireland  fram  a  charge,  which  has  passed  uncontradicted, 
of  their  having  violated  the  articles  of  Limerick  granted 
by  king  William  to  the  Roman  Catholics  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  in  1691.  But  you  shall  have  it,  with  some 
other  things  of  that  sort,  when  once  I  reach  our  metro- 

Slis.  Tou  are  all,  I  suppose,  so  busied  with  the  trial  of 
r.  Hastings,  that  you  have  no  other  subject  to  com- 
municate. I  wanted  to  hear  from  you,  inter  alia,  to  con- 
gratulate you  and  all  good  men  on  the  promotion  of  Dr. 
Forteus*  to  the  bishopric  of  London,  where  he  will  do 
infinite  good.  Two  abuses  of  a  most  destractive  tendency, 
eqiedally  to  youth,  want  to  be  reformed  in  that  corrupt 

■  Dr.  Forteoi  wu  eloctad  Biihop  of  CliMter  in  1777  ;  ud  traniUted  U 
London  in  1787.  Hb  prMootsd  Dr.  Lort  to  ths  aiaecnra  rectoiy  of  ^ilhua 
Id  1769;  and  died  Mar  1*.  1B09<  >t  Ide  Hill,  in  On  fwriih  of  Sundridga, 
Kimt.  S«e  ■  Tiew  of  Ida  Hill  Cbapel,  foBndcd  bj  Biibnp  Porteai,  •»)  > 
liew  of  hii  toMb,  in  Gent.  Mtg.  1S14,  tL  $77. 
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metropolis.  Though  difficult  to  cure,  I  will  not  despair  of 
it  from  its  excellent  diocesan  :  the  one,  if  I  may  credit 
the  papers,  has  already  attracted  his  notice — I  mean  the 
removal  of  common  prostitutes  from  all  the  most  fre- 
quented streets,  &c.  The  other  I  wish  were  recommended 
to  his  notice,  viz.  to  suppress  the  corrupt  and  inflammatory 
prints  and  publications  which,  in  the  cheapest  forms,  are 
obtruded  upon  youth  in  every  stall  and  window  of  the 
booksellers'  and  print  shops,  to  the  universal  corruption 
and  destruction  of  the  rismg  generation.  From  that  great 
cx>mmon  shore  (I  beUeve  1  should  write  tewer)  the  biueful 
Btreams  are  difiused  through  the  whole  kingdom,  and  every 
libidinous  pamphlet  or  novel  is  lent  out  to  hire  in  petty 
circularing  lihrvries  in  every  httle  dirty  town  in  England. 
When  I  was  dean  of  Carlisle,  our  remote  bookseller  had 
received  a  cargo  of  all  the  adulterous  trials,  with  indecent 
prints,  &C.  the  volumes  of  which  he  had  taken  to  pieces, 
to  accommodate  the  more  easily  and  expediriously  all  his 
circulating  customers.  I  really  thought  it  my  duty  to  in- 
terpose, and  partly  by  remonstrance,  and  partly  by  threat- 
ening to  put  m  execution  laws  (which  by  the  bye  I  fear 
did  not,  but  ought  to  exist),  I  got  them,  and  all  books  of 
that  sort,  removed  out  of  his  shop  and  catalogue  at  least, 
and  he  promised  me  they  should  not  be  lent  or  sold  to 
any  one.  I  hope  he  kept  his  promise ;  but,  if  not  alto- 
gether, he  no  longer  obtruded  them  on  the  unsoliciting 
eye.  Would  to  God  something  of  this  kind  could  be 
effected  at  the  fountain-head  !  And,  if  vile  books  cannot 
wholly  be  prevented  from  existing,  at  least  they  should 
not  stare  the  modest  reader  in  the  face,  as  1  think  you 
and  I  have  heretofore  lamented.  The  perusal  of  such  vile 
publications  by  milliners'  apprentices,  &c.  in  the  circu- 
lating libraries  of  every  little  town  is  the  general  prepa- 
ration for  the  brothels  m  London ;  so  that  the  checkmg 
this  enormity  would  probably  go  far  to  prevent  the  other. 
Believe  me,  dear  friend,  your  most  affectionate  and  faith- 
ful servant,  Tho.  Dbomorb. 

"  N.B. — ^The  success  which  attended  the  good  Bishop 
of  London's  exertions  to  revive  the  reli^ous  observance 
of  Good  Friday  makes  me  despair  of  nothing  which  hi» 
Lordship  shall  deem  a  proper  subject  for  bis  animated  pen 
and  zealoua  attention." 
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Dr.  Lobt  to  Bishop  Fbbot. 

"  Mv  DB-AS  Lord,  Londoo,  April  IT.  17S8!. 

**  I  lake  shame  to  myself  for  having  so  long  neglected 
writing  to  your  Lordship ;  but  you  are  not  the  oiuy  one 
of  my  correspoodentB  who  have  to  upbrud  me  on  that 
score.  The  tmth  is,  tint  I  cannot  thiiik  of  writing  to  so- 
good  and  so  distant  a  friend  on  less  than  three  folio  side* 
of  paper ;  and  that  idea  has  often  deterred  me  fram  sitting 
down  to  write,  when  I  supposed  I  had  not  time  before 
me  to  scribble  half  as  much.  This  winter,  though  not  a 
severe  one,  yet  has  passed  more  heavily  with  me  than  any 
preeedine  one.  The  cold  air  and  easterly  winds  a&cted 
my  breaui  so  much  that  1  scuee  have  been  able  to  stir 
abroad  but  in  a  carriage^  nor  to  breathe  freely  but  by  the 
fireside,  and  for  some  hours  after  I  am  up.  Then  I  have 
been  prevented,  by  frequent  calls  and  interruptions,  from 
reading  or  writing  much;  and  in  the  evening  my  eyes 
will  not  hold  out  to  do  much  in  either  way.  I  should  not 
have  saiA  so  much  about  myself  was  it  not  by  way  of  some 
sort  of  apology  for  my  long  silence.  1  am  sorry  to  find 
so  bad  an  account  given  of  the  health  of  your  own  hmily, 
and  particularly^  that  of  your  better  half.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  spring  advancing  will  set  us  all  right  again^ 
ana  restore  us  that  Messing  wiwout  which  all  other  blesa- 
ings  are  tasteless  and  insipid.  Compared  to  that,  I  think 
lightly  of  every  thing  else  the  world  calls  blessings.  So  that 
I  have  viewed  the  great  variety  of  Church  prefeFment» 
lately  vacant,  and  the  struggle  for  them,  with  much  indif- 
ference ;  and  expecting  nothing,  and  scarcely  desiring  any 
thing  on  my  own  account,  I  have  not  been  dtsappotnted. 

"  The  Bishop  of  London  is  in  better  heakh  than  I 
leiHember  him  for  some  time  past.  His  present  diocese 
will  be  less  troublesome  to  him  than  the  last.  The  nni- 
sances  in  the  metropolis  yon  recommend  to  his  notice  he 
has  not  been  inattentive  to.  That,  more  particularly,  of 
indecent  books  and  prints,  you  and  I,  who  kave  rum- 
maged so  many  bookstalls,  must  be  more  acqutunted  with 
than  most  others  of  our  profession.  The  Archbishop  put 
the  late  proclamation  into  my  hands  before  it  was  printed, 
and  gave  me  leave  to  insert  a  particular  clause  relative  to 
them ;  and  partly  on  my  complaint,  and  at  my  instigation, 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  prosecuted  a  notorrous  vender  of 
this  poison  at  the  quarter  sessions,  where  he  was  oon- 
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Ticted,  and  only  ^ned  tSi,  4d,  So  I  suppose  he  is  got  to 
his  old  trade  again. 

"  Among  the  numbers  of  our  brethren  who  have  suc- 
ceeded lately  in  t^e  Cfanrch,  I  dare  say  your  Lordship  vaa 
pleased  to  see  our  friend  Fanner.  His  stall  at  St  Paul's 
18  1000/.  a  year.  So  he  is  soon  to  bring  a  lady  with  him, 
— Miss  Hatton,  one  of  the  late  Sir  T.  Hatton'a  seven 
daughters,  vith  whom  he  has  been  many  years  acquainted, 
and  it  is  supposed,  connected.  I  think  she  has  50001. 
fortune.  When  the  fiishoprick  of  St.  David's  became 
vacant,  it  was  strongly  suspected  that  the  Bishop  of 
Perns*  was  to  be  translated  to  it:  but  that  the  Mi- 
nister, finding  this  would  open  a  door  to  perpetual  solicitB- 
tions  of  the  same  sort,  abstained  from  doing  this.  Biriiop 
Preston  dined  with  me  yesterday,  and  talks  of  returning 
«oon  to  Ireland,  and  bringing  a  good  librwy  with  him. 
How  eomes  it  about  that  so  good  a  collection  of  books 
as  the  late  Dr.  Wm.  Martin's,  of  Killeahandra,  should 
not  find  purchasers  in  Ireland^  but  that  the  proprietors 
^ould  send  it  here  to  be  sold  by  auction  ?  The  catali^e 
shows  it  to  have  been  the  collection  of  a  divine,  a  gea- 
tleman,  and  a  scholar. 

"  He  papers  thought  proper  to  uinounce  me  as  one 
of  Mr.  Qeorge  Jenyns'  executors;  it  is  not  true .-  but  Mr. 
C.  Cole,  whom  they  named  as  the  other,  will  republish 
his  works  in  4  vols,  8vo.  The  additional  pieces  are,  some 
poems,  among  which  Latin  lyric  odes,  written  in  his  youUi> 
an  essav  on  the  national  debt,  and  some  comments  on  <ff 
expositions  of  parasges  of  the  New  Testament. 

"  Mr.  Brace's  MS.  Travels  are  in  town  to  be  printed 
in  S  volumes,  4to.  with  many  copper  plates.  You  know 
it  has  been  much  the  fashion  to  doubt  the  relations  this 
gentleman  has  given,  at  different  times,  in  different  com- 
panies ;  and  in  some  late  publications  sarcastic  observa- 
tions to  this  purpose  have  appeared,  particularly  in  a 
4to.  book  published  last  winter  at  Dublin  by  Mr.  Walker 
on  the  Irish  Bards.t 

"  I  take  for  granted  that  you  have  read  Dr.  Johnson^s 
Correspondence,  published  by  Mrs.  Piozzi ;  and,  though 
you  might  not  have  been  sorry  to  have  read  the  wholes 
yet  I  wish,  for  the  Doctor's  sake,  that  only  half  of  it  had 


Sm  Honthlf  RitIbw,  LXXVII.  421. 
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been  printed.  In  one  letter  it  is  sdd,  '  I  have  aeen  Mrs. 
Knowlea,  the  quaker,  and  herjuiile  pictures ;'  it  should  be 
mtUe,*  a  vord,  though  not  to  be  found  in  his  Dictionaiy, 
yet  very  aptly  made  to  express  the  mode  of  paintio^,  tie. 
in  needle  work,  of  which  sort  there  are  two  portraits  of 
the  king  and  queen  made  by  Mrs.  Knowles  at  Buckingham 
House.  I  desired  a  sight  of  the  original  letter  in  order 
to  determine  a  wager.  There  it  plainly  appeared  that  a 
dash  had  been  put  across  the  long  >,  Johnson's  usual  mode 
ofwriting  that  letter,  perhaps  by  we  printer  or  corrector  of 
the  press.  The  only  MS.  letter  I  saw,  before  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  press,  was  that  at  the  end,  to  Mr.  R.  about 
great  and  small  debts,  which  I  intreated  Mrs,  Piosti 
to  withhold,  but  without  effect.  This  lady  gives  splen^d 
concerts  in  Hanover  Square,  where  lier  youngest  daughter 
lives  with  her.  The  three  ddest  Uve  together  in  Conduit 
Street,  very  near  their  mother,  but  will  not  visit  nor  re- 
ceive her  visits. 

"  Mr.  Kirwan,  a  great  diymist,  lately  gone  from  here  to 
live  at  Dublin,  has  written  to  a  friend  here,  that  some  Irish 
bishop,!  believe  Newcombe, calls  Dr.  Priestley  Anti-Christ. 

"  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Bishop  of  Nova 
Scotia,t  in  which  he  says,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Hallifax 
he  found  the  Churdi  of  England  in  a  very  declining 
condition. 

"  I  shall  insert  in  this  a  paragraph  relative  to  emigrants 
from  Ireland  to  America,  which  ought  to  appear  in  all  the 
Irish  provincial  papers.^ 

•  See  Ba«»dl^  Johnson,  Cioka's  B*o.  edit.  UL  U9. 

t  Dr.  Ing^,  IM  p.  4B8. 

t  "  On  the  Sd  IniUnt  CipL  Thoa.  ThomioD,  in  the  iloop  Sellj,  beatiBi 
np  from  Uie  eontb-irMt  point  of  Henng;*  for  Watering  B>t,  nw  »  wbUa  HMg 
boiitsd  on  the  ibore  ;  he  immediatel}  hoiited  out  bii  jkol,  and  w«nt  to  tbe 
place,  where  he  found  twenty -three  women,  and  flftf .tfaraa  mca  and  boja,  la  a 
BMttdirtreiaediltaallon.  Therinlbrmedhim that thay had beeBMBaagnt 
on  board  die  brig  Chance,  eommauded  by  John  Staffed,  from  Ihinluy,  in 
Irelud,  bound  for  Charl«aton  and  Baltimore,  fn  North  America  g  that, 
after  bdng  thrae  monthi  oat,  and  haTing  been  for  lix  weeka  on  ahort  aHow- 
*ne>!,  tbej  were  landed  on  that  deiolate  island  in  the  erening  of  tin  30th 
cf  Deoember.  That  the  Captain,  prerioui  to  hii  putting  them  on  ehore,  la- 
formed  them  that  the  island  was  Triaidada,  in  which  there  were  three  town*, 
and  many  lettlementa,  and  that  they  might  eudly  gel  from  thence  to  any 
part  of  America.  That  on  their  bring  landed,  and  finding  neither  inbabit' 
aatt  nor  aettlementi,  they  determined  to  return  on  board  :  bni,  on  approach- 
ing the  boat,  a  moaket  wu  fired  at  them,  which  killed  one  of  their  nnmber. 
Tley  also  mentioned  tbat  thirty-two  peTson*  had  died  on  the  paaiage.  CoL 
Tbonuon  vriTed  here  on  Sonday  with  fifty-aix  of  theie  snfortanate  peopk. 
Twenty  of  them  were  landed  on  long  liland." 
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"  Mrs.  Lort  joins  irith  me  in  best  respects  to  Mrs. 
Percy  And  the  young  ladies. 

*'  Your  Lordship's  ever  foithfal  and  afieclionate  friend 
and  servant,  M.  Lobt. 

*'  Lord  Bubop  of  Dromore,  Dromoni." 

"  Mr  DBAB  Lord,  London,  H*;  21,  1T8S. 

"  I  sent  yon  b  long  letter  lately,  but,  if  you  should  not 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it  this  half  year,  I  fear  I  should 
have  no  reason  to  complain,  and  I  only  mention  it  now 
for  my  own  sake,  and  with  a  possibility  that  this  letter 
may  bare  miscarried ;  for  I  think  I  mentioned  in  it  our 
friend  Dr.  Farmer's  succeeding  Dr.  Douglas  in  a  residen- 
tiaryship  of  St.  Paul's,  supposed  now  to  be  worth  1,0001. 
a  year,  on  the  strength  of  which  he  renewed  his  proposals 
of  marriage  to  Miss  Hatton,  whose  fether,  the  late  Sir  T. 
Hatton,  had  resisted  the  former  proposals ;  but  now  the 
yoang  lady  and  her  mother  very  readily  acceded  to  them, 
and  the  former  was  ushered  to  Ajnen  Comer  to  give  direc- 
tions about  the  house,  and  to  a  painter  to  sit  for  her  pic- 
ture. But  so  it  happens,  that  the  lover's  cold  fit  is  coma 
on,  and  he  has  absolutely  declined  all  further  proceedings. 
No  good  reason  has  yet  been  publicly  assignea,  so  that  all 
bis  friends,  aa  well  as  the  ladys,  are  much  hurt,  none  more 
than  G.  Steevens,  the  common  friend  of  both,  under  whose 
guidance  and  direction  the  whole  business  has  proceeded^ 
and  was  to  have  been  completed. 

"  From  a  match  broken  off,  let  me  pass  to  one  that  baa 
taken  place,  and  probably  your  Lordship  will  be  equally 
concerned  for  boui.  Mr.  Cottingham's  marriage  to  Miss 
Wollery.  As  the  lady  haa  no  fortune,  and  has  appeared 
upon  the  staee  in  London  and  Dublin,  no  doubt  but  that 

fou,  and  all  the  gentleman's  friends,  will  lament  this  union, 
t  will  be  but  justice  to  the  lady  to  say  what  I  know  of 
her.  She  is  the  eldest  of  three  daughters  of  a  gentleman 
of  fortune  in  the  West  Indies,  who  sent  them  here  with 
their  mother  for  better  education,  and  t^ey  seemed  to  have 
Bvuled  themselves  to  a  ve^  good  d^^ree  of  the  advantages 
afforded  them  here,  being  well-accomplished,  elegant  young 
women.  They  lotted  and  boarded  with  a  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
in  Delahay-atreet,  who  is  the  widow  of  an  officer,  and  who 
ban  long  kept  a  very  respectable  house  of  this  sort ;  Mr. 
Brickdde,  the  member  for  Bristol,  and  his  family,  having 
long  lodged  and  boarded  here.     Mrs.  Lort  also,  before  she 
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married,  when  sbe  came  to  towa  did  occasionally  live  bere 
on  the  same  footing,  and  vaa  bo  much  pleaaed  with  Mrs. 
Hamilton's  behaviuur  and  regulation  of  her  bimily,  that 
she  has  always  retained  a  great  esteem  for  her,  and  visited. 
By  doing  this  Mrs.  Lort  became  acquainted  with  Mrs. 
Wollery  and  her  danshters,  and  liked  them  so  well  aft  to 
invite  them  to  this  nouse.  But  Mr.  CottioKham  never 
saw  them  here,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  aim  settled 
in  Mrs.  Hamilton's  family  a  twelvemonth  ago,  nor  do  I 
know  how  he  got  thither. 

"  Mrs.  WoUery's  remittances  from  the  West  Indies 
having  failed  or  been  diminished,  the  eldest  daughter 
having  performed  with  success  in  a  private  play,  she  was 
induced  to  try  her  fortune  on  the  puolic  stage ;  but  &om 
want  of  voice,  and  a  proper  assurance,  she  did  not  meet  with 
the  encouragement  she  expected,  and  which  her  aocom- 
pliahments  in  all  other  respects  might  otherwise  have 
entitled  her  to.  In  this  situation  she  must  have  met  with 
many  tempting  offers  to  forfeit  her  character,  but  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  she  yielded  to  any  of  tbem,  and 
consequently  seems  to  have  greater  merit  to  boast  than 
if  she  had  only  filled  a  private  station.  We  have  seen 
and  heard  hut  httte  of  them  since  they  married,  but  thus 
much  concerning  the  lady  I  thought  it  right  to  transmit  to 
your  Lordship ;  and  if  it  shall  be  of  any  service  in  brining 
about  a  reconciliation  between  Mr.  Cottingham  and  his 
friends  I  shall  be  glad. 

"  With  my  best  respects  to  the  ladies,  I  remain  yonr 
liordship's  wectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT. 

"  Td  the  Loid  Bithop  of  Dromore,  ml  Dramore." 


"My  dear  Lord,  sniUe  Rwr,  Hugoat  i,  nm. 

"  When  I  troubled  you  with  a  letter  rdative  to  young 
Cottingham  and  his  marriage,  it  was  indeed  with  a  view 
that  you  might  be  able  to  conciliate  matters  with  his  bther, 
who  I  thought  had  been  a  clergyman  in  your  Lordship's 
diocese,  and  at  no  great  distance  from  you.  The  case  is 
much  altered  by  the  account  you  gave  me  of  the  slight 
acquaintance  you  had  with  him.  ItlackUy  happened  taat 
an  acquaintance  and  friend  of  his  father.  Bishop  Hawldns, 
was  here  in  town,  and  I  believe  has  acted  a  very  friendly 
part  by  the  young  couple,  hut  I  do  not  find  that  the  father 
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bax  yet  aSbrded  either  pardon  or  aaBiBtance.  Dr.  Martin 
hai  aUo  been  very  kind  to  them,  and  I  am  told  the  lady's 
tatiter,  who  lives  in  Jamaica  or  Barbadoa,  has  invited 
tliem  over  there,  and  1  suppose  will  assist  them  in  their 
maintenance . 

"  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  or  to  see  the  Izact 
agunst  popery  you  wish  to  have  but  in  tlie  Lambeth  Library. 
Dr.  Halea  has  sent  me  a  cargo  of  pamphlets  published  by 
him  and  Mr.  Brovne,  and  other  able  writers,  against  the 
Papists  and  the  Whiteboys.  In  Dr.  Kales' '  Survey'  there 
are  some  particulars  reladve  to  the  late  transactions  of  the 
Inquisition  in  Spain  and  Porlu^ ;  hut  if  that  tribunal  can 
ever  be  su^^sed  to  act  right,  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  far  from  it  in  the  cases  of  the  leader  of  the  Spanish 

Colony  and  the  Mathematical  Ih-ofessor  at .     It  was 

not  at  the  fopperies  of  popery  only  they  laughed,  but,  as  it 
ahould  seem,  at  all  naturm  and  reveaU^  religion. 

"  Here  is  a  club  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  have 
«ngaged  to  send  one  or  more  curious  persons  to  explore 
the  interiw  parts  of  Africa.  One  Ledyard,*  an  Americao^ 
who  had  been  round  the  world  with  Cook,  and  had  since 
engaged  to  traverse  the  continent  of  America,  but  returned 
re  mfecta,  is  said  to  be  employed  in  this  undertaking. 
When  the  Report  of  the  Privy  Council  relative  to  the  Slave 
Trade  is  [Minted,  mueh  curious  information  it  is  supposed 
will  appear  relative  to  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  Mr. 
Brace's  Travels,  when  they  appear  next  winter,  will  also 
give  the  world,  what  has  been  long  expected,  an  account 
of  tbe  other  extremity  of  it. 

"The  Town  is  all  in  a  ferment  aA  present  with  the  West- 
minster Election,  which  the  Mob  will  cany  I  beheve  at  all 
times,  and,  as  the  Mob  is  generally  in  the  hands  of  Oppo- 
sition, I  wonder  the  Ministry  make  a  point  of  what  they 
will  seldom  be  able  to  succeed  in.  I  want  to  run  away 
from  Aa  riot  and  bustle,  and  shall  go  in  a  day  or  two  to 
the  I^e  of  Wigh^  where  I  spent  two  months  very  agree- 
ably two  years  ago.  I  must  not  go  far  from  town,  as  I 
must  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Old  Bailey  in  the  beginning 
of  September.  A  young  man,  a  confectioner  in  Devon- 
shire-house, has  been  amusing  himself  with  opening  very 
*  A.  good  itatrkct  of  the  "  Procsediiv  of  the  AMOciition  for  Promotiog 
Ike  DtaooTOTT  of  tha  mterior  FuU  of  tdnca,  1790,"  ma;  be  Men  w  Gent. 
M<(.  LX.  p.  633  \   where  tbeie  i«  tljo  ■  memoir  of  Mr.  Ledjird. 
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dextrousif  erery  cabinet  he  could  get  access  to.  Besides 
trinkets  and  other  TBluables,  he  swept  oflF  the  whole  series 
of  Qreek  and  Roman  gold  medals.  Luckily^  the  greater 
part  of  theae  have  been  recovered,  and  amongst  them  the 
moat  rare  and  curious. 

"Tour  Lordship's  affectionate  servant,        M.  Lobt. 

"  To  the  Lord  Blibop  of  DroDore,  at  Promon." 


"  Mr  DEAR  Lord,  Sa*Ille  Row,  April  13, 1199. 

"  A  letter  I  recaved  lately  &om  Dr.  Hales  gives  me  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  that  you  are  veil,  and  calls  apon  me  to 
tell  you  that  I  am  almost  so,  recovering  from  the  torpid 
state  in  which  I  have  draped  through  a  severe  winter, 
confined  to  my  fireside  by  an  oppression  on  my  breath 
and  lungs.  This  has  determined  me  to  seek  rdief  in  a 
milder  climate  next  winter,  and  if  I  cannot  get  so  for  u 
Naples,  at  least  to  winter  at  Nice  or  Montpelier. 

"  So  much  formyself ;  but  what  shall  I  say  next  ?  Can  I 
be  silent  as  to  the  wonderful  events  that  have  taken  place 
here  in  the  course  of  this  winter — events  that  make 
people,  neither  credulous  nor  superstitious,  acknowledge 
an  mterposition  of  Providence,  which  saved  this  island, 
and  perhaps  yours  also,  from  evils  which  impended  and 
threatened  the  worst  consequences  ?  Of  the  general  belief 
and  expectation  of  which  there  cannot  be  a  stronger  proof 
than  the  general  joy  and  congratulations  that  have  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  the  King's  seasonable  and  won- 
deifol  recovery.  A  late  Lord- Lieutenant  of  yours  (Towns- 
bend)  says  that  the  whole  21st  Psalm  suits  the  occasion 
and  his  party  exactly,  aa  well  as  the  first  verse  of  another 
psalm — '  Give  the  King  thy  judgments,  8a:.'  You  proba- 
bly have  seen  some  of  the  many  remarkable  publications 
which  duly  issued  from  the  press  here  during  the  King's 
Ulness.  Amoi^t  them  are '  Seven  Letters  to  the  People  of 
England  by  a  Whig,'  "The  Royal  Interview,'  and  'Alfred.' 
One  of  the  best  of  the  caricature  prints  is  '  Sancho  in 
Barataria,'  which  I  will  send  to  Mr.  Ley's  for  you,  accom- 
panied with  a  declaration  of  the  Catholics  here,  previoos 
to  their  application  to  Parliament  for  a  Toleration. 

"  This  is  to  be  accompanied  with  a  long  paper  contain- 
ing the  opinions  of  the  Faculty  of  Tbeok^  at  Loavaine, 
rdative  to  such  tenets  of  the  Cathohcs  as  are  supposed  to 
be  hostile  to  civil  government,  and  which  the  Lonvaine 
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doctors  denf  or  explain  away.  The  Ousenters  aiao  oaean 
to  renew  their  application  to  Parliament  for  an  Abolition 
of  the  Test ;  that  is,  in  case  a  dissolution  should  be  likely 
to  take  place ;  for  there  tliey  mean  to  form  a  teat  of  their 
own  aa  to  their  future  votes  for  Members,  to  be  g;iven 
only  to  those  who  will  promise  to  support  them  hereafter, 
and  to  be  withheld  from  those  who  shdl  prove  hostile 
to  their  application.  There  is  nothing  like  perseverance. 
<8o,  perhaps,  thinks  a  brotiier  Bishop'*  of  yours,  who,  not 
being  able  a  year  ago  to  get  translated  to  St.  David's, 
now  hopes  to  succeed  better  as  to  Gloucester,  tboagh  the 
report  here  is  that  he  is  very  ill  and  not  long  for  this 
world. 

"  Your  Primate,^  I  understand,  means  to  spend  the  re- 
toainder  of  his  days  at  Bath. 

"  Mrs.  Pioazi's  T^vels,  in  two  vc4s.  8vo,  will  soon  make 
tiieir  appearance ;  she  talks  of  going  to  ScoUand  this 
summer,  and  perhaps  of  crossing  over  to  Ireland  from 
Port  Patrick,  if  she  can  seduce  her  husband,  who  hates 
the  water. 

"  Our  friend  Farmer's  old  mistress  is  married,  and  be 
be^ns  to  recruit  his  spirits  and  take  kindly  to  Amen  Cor- 
ner.} He  and  his  brethren  are  fully  employed  in  preparing 
St.  Paul's  for  the  2:ird.  It  is  said  much  pains  was  taken 
by  those  supposed  to  have  must  influence  with  the  King 
to  prevent  this  celebrity  taken  place,  as  fearing  the  danger 
and  consequences  of  a  relapse.  As  a  prebendary  of  St. 
Paid's  I  shall  have  a  place  there,  and  in  the  procession, 
but  I  believe  I  shall  not  fill  it,  and  plead  my  fear  of  a  re< 
lapse  to  be  absent.  Could  I  place  a  substitute  for  that 
day  only,  I  doubt  not  but  that  I  might  be  amply  gratified 
I  hope  Mrs.  Percy  and  the  young  ladies  are  well ;  Mrs. 
Lort  be^  to  join  me  in  adectionate  regards  to  them. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  hithfal  servant, 

"  M.  LORT. 

"  The  Lord  Biilicp  ut  I^omore,  DabliD.' 

"  Mr  DBAB  Lord,  Coldmter,  June  U,  1789. 

"  Your  letter  found  me  at  Bath,  and  as  soon  as  I  came  to 
town  I  set  about  collecting  the  books  you  wished  to  have. 

"  I  spent  a  month  lately  at  Bath,  and  found  great  bene- 
fit from  the  air  and  the  water  of  the  place,  so  that  I  thank 

;   lee-p.  462. 

;  Of  Dr.  Farmer,  eee  p.  33. 

2k  2 
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Ood  I  am  now  as  well  as  I  could  wish  or  expect.  1  went 
over  to  Bristol  to  pick  up  some  fresh  intelligence  of  Rowley 
or  Chatterton.  There  I  found  Barrett  had  left  Bristol 
and  retired  into  the  country,  and  that  his  '  History  of 
Bristol '  only  waited  for  some  fac-simile  engravings  of 
Rowley's  MSS.  to  come  forth  to  the  public ;  perhaps  he 
wished  to  see  also  the  new  Life  of  Chatterton,*  since  pub- 
liahad  by  Dr.  Gr^ory,  a  city  divine,  into  whose  hand* 
Kippis  had  put  the  materials  he  had  collected  for  Chattw- 
ton's  Life  for  the  nest  volume  of  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica,  but  for  some  reason  declined  writing  the  life  bion- 
self.  As  some  of  these  were  mine,  this  brought  on  an 
interview  with  Dr.  Gregory  and  myself,  and  I  saw  his  MS. 
and  proposed  alterations,  of  which  some  were  adopted, 
others  not.  I  long  much  to  see  Barrett's  book,  of  which 
I  am  told  almost  ell  the  copies  are  subscribed  for,  so  that 
its  price  will  be  increased,  a  circumstance  not  very  com- 
mon with  books  subscribed  for. 

"  Your  old  friend  Ritson  met  with  a  repulse  lately  at 
our  Antiquarian  Society,  a  circumstance  which  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  taken  place  in  my  memory,  I  un  no 
longer  in  tlie  ministry  there.  Having  been  so  much  con- 
fined to  my  house  all  the  last  winter,  I  thought  it  right  to 
resign  my  place  of  Vice-President  to  a  more  active  and 
useful  member.  Colonel  Vallency's  coin  in  your  Society's 
Transactions  has  not  escaped  notice ;  I  believe  it  was  first 
exhibited  to  our  Society,  and  scouted. 

"  Mrs.  Piozzi's  Travels  I  have  not  yet  perused,  but  ex- 
pect much  entertainment  from  them  when  I  go  to  town. 
She  is  gone  near  to  Scarborough.  1  produced  your  in- 
vitation to  her  and  Mr.  Piozzi,  which  seemed  to  be  taken 
very  kindly,  and  1  think  it  is  very  likely  will  he  accepted. 
"  We  are  told  here  that  Mr.  Cottinghsm's  father  has 
taken  great  notice  of  him,  his  wife,  and  child,  and  is  par- 
ticularly pleased  with  the  two  latter. 

"  The  Disaenters  triumph  much  on  the  small  majority 
by  which  their  late  Bill  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Test  Act 
waa  rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons:  but,  as  it  does  not 
appear  that  new  friends  increased  their  minority,  it  may 

*  "  Ha  Life  of  Clntt«rtoD,  with  Criticumi  on  hti  Otniiu  and  Wrk- 
iiig*,  ind  ■  coDciM  View  of  the  Contraien;  concerning  EowIbj^  Po^m. 
By  G.  Gregory,  D.D.  F.S.A.  author  at  EaHyi,  Hlitoiicd  tad  Monl."  (SM 
MonthlT  R«i1ew,  LXXXI.  3U.)  Dr.  Gregory  died  March  IS,  1808.  Sm 
memoin  of  him  Id  Literary  Anacdolea,  IX.  IBS.  Mm  i*  Chalnen'  Bio- 
grkphkial  Dietion»rj. 
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well  be  concluded  that  many  advene  Totes  atud  away  in 
full  confidence  they  should  not  be  wanted,  and  hoping 
thereby  to  avoid  resentDient  at  the  next  general  election, 
when  it  is  supposed  these  Dissenters  will  have  a  test  of 
their  own  to  try  the  candidates  by.  As  to  Lord  Stan- 
hope's schemes  and  motions,  I  think  the  quarter  they 
oome  from  is  likely  to  operate  much  in  their  disfavour. 
They  made  some  able  speeches  from  the  Bishops'  bench. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  your  ladies  are  well ;  Mrs. 
Lort  joins  me  in  all  kind  regards  to  them. 

"  Your  Lordship's  faithful  and  affeotionate, 

"  M.  LORT. 

"  To  Lord  Biihop  of  Dromora,  DnbUn." 

"  My  DSAB  Lord,        Sarille  Row,  London,  Jnlr  11,  1769. 

"  Two  packets  of  books  have  been  sent  to  Robinson's 
in  Paternoster  Row,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  at  Dublin. 
What  have  no  price  set  to  them  are  much  at  your  Lord- 
ship's service :  the  print  of  Madame  Guimard  is  intended 
for  the  ladies ;  it  is  very  little  overcharged. 

"  You  will  have  seen  by  our  papers  that  Lord  Stanhope's 
two  bills — for  a  general  and  almost  unlimited  toleration, 
and  that  relative  to  tithes — have  been  both  thrown  out  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  Several  of  the  Bench  of  Bishops  did 
themselves  great  credit  by  speaking  against  the  first ;  and 
Xjord  Kenyon,  in  a  much  better  speech  than  the  papers 
have  chosen  to  record,  disannulled  the  latter.  The  ScQtch 
Episcopal  Nonjurors  is  deferred  for  the  present;  and  the 
Catholics,  being  not  encouraged  by  the  Minister  to  pursue 
their  design  of  applying  to  Parliament,  dropt  it — for  this 
session  at  least.  However,  you  see  that  Toleration  is  the 
word  at  present  that  operates  like  a  charm  ;  nor  have  I 
any  objection  to  it  within  proper  limits,  and  so  that  it 
does  not  serve  as  a  step  for  the  inferior  sects  to  become 
tile  saperior. 

"  A  letter  lately  from  Mrs.  Pioszi  at  Scarborough  tella 
aae  that  she  is  going  to  Edinburgh ;  so  I  think  it  very 
likely  you  may  see  her  soon  at  Dromore.  I  had  thoughts 
of  taking  a  trip  to  the  Continent  for  the  next  two  months ; 
but  rumours  of  famine  and  civil  war  in  France  make  me 
content  to  stay  here,  and  ramble  perhaps  to  the  Lakes  in 
Westmoreland  and  Cumberland,  and,  having  got  so  fer, 
to  visit  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle*  at  Rose  Castle. 
*  Dr.  Donglu.    See  p.  450. 
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"  Dr.  Farmer,  being  threatened  with  a  surreptitions  edi- 
tion of  bis  pamphlet  on  Shakspeare,  has  been  prevailed  on 
at  last  to  put  out  a  third  edition,  with  few  or  no  alterations. 

"  The  pamphlet  entitled  '  Hints  to  the  New  Asso- 
ciation '  is  attributed  to  the  Duke  of  Orafton,  and  there- 
fore worthy  your  notice.  I  had  no  notion  that  his  Grace 
was  so  deep  a  divine.  The  '  Fragmens/  &c.  2  vols,  were 
fi^ven  after  I  had  already  purchased  a.  copy ;  for  they  were 
much  talked  of  when  first  published.  I  much  suspect 
that  I  have  sent  some  other  pamphlet  instead  of  '  Bishop 
Watson  on  Confirmation/  unless  I  had  two  copies,  wbidi 
I  do  not  recollect.  Adieu,  my  dear  Zxird]  and  nelieve  me 
yours  very  truly  and  affectionately, 

M.  LOBT. 

"  P.S.  This  moment  is  Barrett's  *  Bristol'  come  to 
hand :  it  is  a  large  4to.  sold  for  two  guineas ;  subscribed 
for,  1/.  1  \a.  Gd.  At  the  end  is  a  fac-simile  engraving  of 
one  of  Rowley's  MSS.,  and  several  letters  between  Rowley 
and  W.  Canynges,  and  also  a  most  curious  letter  of  Chat- 
terton  to  Barrett,  in  which  he  says  pride  is  his  predominant 
passion,  and  makes  eighteen-twentieths  of  his  character. 
Barrett  aeems  littie  disposed  to  believe  all  Rowley's  MSS. 
genuine. 

"  To  Lord  Buhop  of  Drontore,  DabUn." 


"  My  dbab  Lord,  Brifhthdnutone,  Much  19,  inw, 
"  Your  letter  of  the  20th  of  February  is  forwarded  to 
me  at  this  place,  where  I  have  been  since  the  middle  of 
December,  being  driven  from  London  in  search  of  purer 
and  milder  air,  which  I  have  found  here,  and  bav^  Uiank 
Ood,  had  better  health  and  spirits  than  for  sereral  pre- 
ceding winters.  This,  you  know,  is  one  of  the  most 
southerly  situations  in  Britun,  and  I  have  been  lodged 
within  six  yards  of  the  cliff,  and  seen  the  sun  rise  ^m 
and  set  in  the  ocean  for  above  a  month  together, — a  sight 
that  does  not  occur  to  many  residents  on  terra  firma ! 

"  Before  Mrs.  Lort  and  I  set  out  on  our  travels  last 
autumn,  I  received  your  Lordship's  kind  invitation  to 
Dromore,  and  am  pretty  sure  that  I  returned  an  answer 
to  it  stating  reasons  why  we  could  not  do  ourselves  that 
pleasure.  Madam  drove  me  all  the  way  in  a  one-horse 
chaise,  calling  at  several  friends'  houses  in  our  way ;  at 
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Onndle,  with  Dr.  Walcot;*  at  Worksop,  with  the  poor 
Bishop  of  St.  AAapb,t  happy  iD  his  country  mrsonBce, 
with  his  wife  and  cnildren  ul  around  him ;  at  Wakefield, 
near  which  we  met  Dr.  Beiinet,:^  as  he  might  bare  told 
your  Lordship ;  at  Kendall,  from  whence  we  went  to  the 
Lakes,  and  then  to  Rose  Caatle,§  where  we  were  hospitably 
entertained. 

"  Our  intention  was  from  hence  to  have  crossed  the 
oonntry,  from  Carlisle  to  Newcastle ;  but,  bone  so  near 
Scotland,  nearer  probably  than  we  should  ever  be  again, 
the  weather  good,  and  ourselves  and  horses  in  good  plight, 
we  set  off  for  Gretna  Green,  and  so  by  Moflat  to  Edin- 
bargh.  This  road,  to  be  sure,  was  not  very  allnring,  but 
we  were  made  amends  by  the  road  out  of  Scotland  to 
Berwick.  Being  now  straitened  for  time,  we  scarce  stopped 
at  Carlisle,  so  could  not  pay  oar  devoirs  to  the  deanery, 
as  we  knew  £dinhargh  would  demand  more  time  than  we 
had  to  spare,  and,  indeed,  we  could  do  littie  more  than 
admire  tne  new  town  and  the  new  buildings ;  but,  as  for 
the  literati  of  the  Law  and  the  Church,  few  of  them  were 
dien  in  town.  Dr.  Robertson,  I  was  informed,  was  grown 
deaf,  and  as  I  could  not  converse  witii  him,  I  had  no 
cmiosity  to  see  him.  At  Alnwick  we  hoped  to  have  seen 
the  Castle  by  the  help  of  Mr,  Brand,  hut  he  was  not  visible 
till  after  we  had  taken  a  hasty  view  of  some  of  the  apart- 
ments, end  then  he  pressed  us  much  to  stay  all  night,  and 
take  a  better  view  the  next  day ;  but  we  bod  settled  onr 
route  to  lie  at  Warkworth,  where  we  went,  and  fonnd 
excellent  accommodations  at  an  inn,  where  a  handsome 
assembly-room  is  buJlt;  the  next  morning  we  saw  the 
hermitage,  and  a  miraculous  draught  of  fishes.  I  must 
now  go  back  to  say,  that  as  we  were  going  to  supper  a 
letter  came  from  Mr.  Brand,  by  the  Duke's  servant  and 
in  the  Duke's  name,  to  invite  and  almost  insist  on  our  re- 
turning the  next  dav  to  the  Castle,  and  staying  till  we 
should  see  every  tning  worth  notice  in  and  about  it; 
though  straitened  for  time,  we  could  not  help  complying, 

•  Dr.  Wm.  Wilcot  died  at  OnuiUa,  Juljr  IB,  1806,  wed  87.  He  wu  gf 
}enu'  Coll(«e,  Cunbridcej  H.B.  \7i2,  M.D.  1717.  He  acted  fiir  minr 
jean  ai  a  roaglitrate  and  depntj-llentetiuit  (or  Nortbamptonihira.  See 
Gentlemaii'i  MagviDc,  LXXVI.  7TB. 

f  Dr.  SauDFl  HilliFu,  who  *>■  jut  dad.     He  died  March  5,  1790. 

t  Then  Chaplahi  to  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  Lord  lieutenaDt  of  Ireland. 


Bm  rp'  B^>  !>°^' 
i  The    -  -' 


of  the  Biihop  of  Cailiile,  then  Dr.  Doaglu.     See  )>.  450. 
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weiit  back,  were  carried  about  in  the  Duke'a  coach,  and  bad 
a  moat  pleasant  reception  from  bo^  tbetr  Graces,  and 
were  pressed  to  stay  two  nigbtB  there ;  but  the  Duke  going 
next  day  to  Morpeth  races,  we  followed,  but  did  not  atop 
there,  and  the  next  day  got  to  Durham,  where  we  spent  a 
week  with  the  dean,  i.  e,  the  Bishop  of  Peterbomagh.* 
At  York  we  fell  in  with  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  t  and  femily 
going  to  town,  and  with  their  own  horses ;  so  we  joined 
company  almost  all  the  way  at  noon  and  night,  and  got  safe 
to  London  about  the  middle  of  October,  having  tntTelled 
above  900  imles  witboKt  any  accident  or  misadventure.  I 
was  in  hopes  1  had  been  hardened  by  this  expedition  and 
change  of  air,  but  the  London  fogs  soon  distressed  me, 
and  at  length  foreed  me  to  this  place;  the  winter  haa 
been  indeed  remarkably  mild,  more  so  than  I  ever  re- 
member. Last  summer  I  had  fully  intended  to  have  gone 
to  the  south  of  France,  but  was  luckily  prevented  by  the 
troubles  on  the  continent.  By  the  papers  it  appears  they 
have  bad  hard  weather  and  muck  show  in  many  parts  of 
Italy. 

*'  From  this  place  vou  will  not  expect  much  news ; 
when  I  go  to  town,  which  I  mean  to  do  before  E^aster, 
1  will  send  yon  one  or  two  of  the  pamphlets  that  shall  be 
thought  the  most  distinguished  in  the  late  di^ot^  but 
will  they  go  free  to  Dr.  Bennet  ? 

"  Mrs.  Lort  joins  in  kind  remembrance  to  Mrs.  V>nej 
and  the  young  ladies,  with,  my  dear  Lord, 

"Yours  very  affectionately,  M.  Lort. 

"  Ti»  Oa  Rigfit  At*,  tbe  Lord  Biihop  at  Dromotr." 


«  Mt  dbar  Lord,  *wiU«  ■".  April  16, 1790. 

"  I  brought  a  stock  of  beal^  with  me  from  Brighthefan- 
stone,  and  here  I  have  been  using  it  very  fast,  so  that  if 
business  had  not  brought  and  kept  me  here  I  shouM 
have  returned  all  so  fast.  Whether  the  ship  arrived  in  the 
liver  with  ice  from  Greenland  has  brought  winter  with  it 
I  know  not,  but  sure  I  am,  I  feel  its  power,  and  so  do 
many  other  invalids;  however,  this  ought  not  to  have 
prevented  my  having  acknowledged  sooner  your  letter, 
which  came  to  Brighton  the  day  sfter  I  left  it,  and  did  not 

*  Dr.  John  HmchliBe.    H«  died  Jaa.  11,  1T94.    See  memoin  of  bm  ■• 
Litenny  Anecdotes,  IX.,  4B8. 
t  Dr.  Doatlu. 
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come  immedistelj  to  my  handt ;  ita  ctKoing  thither  free 
coDTtnces  me  of  Dr.  Bennet's  power  and  privil^e,  of 
which  I  have  availed  myself  by  sending  him  Ute  foUoving 
pMsphleta : — 

**  Lord  Petre'a  Letter  to  Bishop  Hortley. 

"  Collection  of  Resolationa  of  the  Cleigy  against  the 
Repeal  of  the  Teat. 

"  Letter  to  the  Delegates. 

"  Apology  for  the  Clet^  and  Litui^. 

"Account  of  a  Forged  Inscription. 

**  Commentary  on  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

"The  laat  ia  a  small  thing  of  mine,  which  will  not 
please  the  philosophising  Christiana  of  the  age,  who,  I 
am  afraid,  are  increasing  in  number. 

"  The  Apology,  &c.  is  by  no  common  hand, — given  by 
many  to  the  late  Bishop  Hallifax,  and  there  is  an  answer 
to  this,  which  is  supposed  to  be  by  the  Bishop  of  Landaff,* 
that  ahall  follow  in  a  post  or  two.  I  presume  you  have 
the  *  Original  Hints,'  &c.,  which  drew  forth  these  two  cham- 
Nons,  sappoied  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  and  most  cordially  received  by  all  the  Diasentera. 
Of  the  pamphlets  written  against  them, '  The  Letter  to  the 
Delegates '  was  reckoned  among  the  best ;  but  1  shall  send 
you  two  or  three  more  such,  and  amongst  them  Robinponf 
the  Anabaptist's  Plan  of  Lecturea,  which  Mr.  Burke  ex- 
hibited, with  much  success,  in  Uie  House  of  Commons, 
and  read  passages  from  it  that  had  a  very  visible  effect. 
It  has  been  hitherto  little  known  out  of  the  circle  of  the 
people  it  was  intended  to  operate  upon,  but  deserves  to 
be  more  generally  known. 

*'  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  any  private  schemes  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  which  Mr.  Burke  was  supposed  to  have  alluded 
to,  nor  can  I  tell  you  why  his  promised  pamphlet^  does  not 
appear.  Some  say  that  he  is  waiting  for  the  general  bank- 
ruptcy to  take  place,  which  he  had  foretold ;  but  it  is 
supposed  that  the  Church  lands  will  save  France  from  this 
calamity.  A  company  is  formed  here  in  London,  with  a 
bank  of  300,000/.  that  are  to  send  agents  over  to  purchase 
Church  lands  on  speculation. 

"  Here  is  an  African  Association  that  send  people  to 

He  died  Jaoe  9,  1T90.     See  Cbalmen'e  Bio- 
'  ReflecdoB*  on  the  French  Rerolation." 
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explore  the  anknovn  parts  of  that  conntry,  and  bars 
printed,  bat  not  published,  a  book  of  the  diBCoveries  already 
made,  in  which  there  are  many  cnrious  particnlara.* 

"  George  Steevens  haa  been  plajing  tricka  with  his 
brother  antiquaries,  or,  as  fae  says,  with  two  only,  Goo^ 
and  Pegge ;  the  particulars  you  will  see  in  the  last  Euro- 
pean Magazine.f  Poor  Norris^,  now  quite  superannuated, 
has  at  last  resigned,  and  is  to  have  a  pension  of  lOOi. 
a-year,  I  am  out  of  the  ministry  at  present,  nor  have  I 
been  at  one  meeting  all  this  winter.  If  you  have  the  Ax- 
cheeologia,  pr^  look  at  my  paper  on  the  American  Inscrip- 
tion, supposed  by  Gebelin  to  be  Punic,  and  by  Vallancey 
to  be  Tartarian ;  you  will  see,  that  in  spite  of  the  Boston 
Professor,  and  your  Colonel  Vallancey,  I  have  reduced 
it  to  the  lowest  standard  of  human  art,  by  supposing  it 
the  scrawl  of  Indian  banters.  Now  comes  a  reviewer  in 
the  last  *  English,*  and  says,  we  are  mistaken ;  that  tbe 
late  Bishop  Berkeley  went  on  purpose  to  see  it,  and  found 
it  the  work  of  the  wind,  waves,  and  weather  corroding 
the  rock,  and  I  am  very  much  disposed  to  be  of  this 
hypothesis ;  but  what  wiU  Colonel  Vallancey  say  to  it  ? 
However,  I  shall  try  to  get  a  more  authentic  account  of 
this  opinion  of  Bishop  Berkeley's.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lord, 
and  believe  me, 

"  Yours  always,         "  M.  Lort.'* 
"  Lord  Blitiop  of  Dromore,  DnUin." 

"  My  dkab  Lord,  s.Tiiie  Rw,  Mit  i,  I790. 

"  I  have  just  now  received  your  letter  of  the  Z7th,  and 
if  I  can  get  the  pamphlets  mentioned,  will  send  them  by 
this  post.  It  is  very  true  that  the  four  Popish  Bishops, 
or  Apostolic  Vicars,  as  they  style  themselves,  did  oppose 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  who  was  to  manage  and 
conduct  the  application  to  Parliament  of  the  Cauiolics, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  opposition  the  business  is 
stopped  for  the  present;  the  objection  was  as  much  or 
more  to  the  new  oath  proposed  as  to  the  title.  The 
Bishops  printed  and  dispersed  a  joint  letter  to  thwflodu, 
of  which,  I  behere,  some  account  is  given  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  them,  which,  if  I  can  procure,  shall  accompany 
this. 

*  See  p.  49T. 

t  See  RnropeiD  Migaiiiie  for  March  1790,  p.  I77t  aod  Gent.  Mi(. 
1790,  rp.  817, 390.  J  See  p.  481. 
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"  I  have  juBt  secured  it,  together  with  Lord  Petre's,but 
cannot  at  present  procure  Bishop  Horsley's,  and,  as  the 
post  is  about  departing,  I  will  only  add,  that  I  am 
"  Your  Lordship's  ever  faithful, 

"  M.  LORT. 
"  Lord  Bitkop  of  Dromon." 

Rbuarkb   bt  Bishop    Percv    on   Lobd  Pbtbb's 
Lettbb  to  Bishop  Horsley. 

"  In  p.  22,  I  suppose  his  Lordship  means  by  a — 

"(1)  Papiit, — one  who  blindly  and  without  reserve 
admits  all  the  papal  clums  and  most  extravagant  preten- 
uons,  both  in  temporals  and  spirituals  ',  and  is  devoted  to 
the  Court,  as  well  as  Church,  of  Rome. 

"  (2)  Romaa  Catholic, — one  who  admits  all  the  papal 
claims  in  spirituals,  8cil.  of  supremacy,  and  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  Pope's  decrees  in  points  of  religious  doctrine 
and  discipline;  but  distinguishes  between  those  of  the 
Church  and  Court  of  Rome,  rejecting  the  latter. 

"  (3)  Protetiiyo  Catholic, — one  who  protatt  against 
tiie  papal  claims  of  supremacy  itself,  in  all  the  points  spe- 
cified in  the  declaration  signed  by  the  nobility,  gentlemen, 
and  clergy,  annexed  to  Lord  Petre's  letter,  denying  the 
Pope's  innJlibility,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  would  be  a  Protest ajit 
but  for  some  few  points  of  speculative  doctrine,  wherein 
be  differs  AY>m  the  Church  of  England. 

"  It  appears  to  me  that  the  ProtestniO  Catholic  is  ap- 
proaching so  near  the  ProteatAUT,  that  many  of  them  will 
overlook  the  distinction,  and  become  the  latter ;  and  that 
this  very  title  itself  is  adopted  in  order  to  Militate  the 
jojiction." 

"  Mt  dear  Lord,  S»viUe  Row,  M»r  B,  1790. 

"  I  have  been  waiting  in  vain  for  Bishop  Hor9ley*B 
pamphlet  against  the  Dissenters  to  send  you,wiiich,  though 
out  of  print,  my  stationer  undertook  to  procure,  but  coiHd 
not  succeed,  so  you  must  be  content  with  three  of  the 
best  pamphlets  on  the  same  side,  which  cannot  be  circu- 
lated too  far. 

"Bishop  Horsley  was  certainly  not  the  author  of  the 
'  Apology  for  the  Clergy  and  Liturgy ;'  and  I  have  very 
Uttte  doubt,  so  far  as  internal  evidence  goes,  that  Bishop 
Hallifax  was.     I  have  as  little,  on  the  same  evidence,  that 
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Bishop  Watson  wrote  the  Considentions,  &c.,  which  I 
sent  from  hence  just  before  I  had  received  yonr  Lord- 
ship's last  letter,  though  the  Bishop  has  lowered  his  usual 
tone,  and  written  in  as  guarded  a  manner  as  if  he  expected 
it  would  be  known  that  he  was  the  author. 

"  There  is  a  fourth  pamphlet,  *  On  the  Social  Union,'  just 
published,  by  one  Young,*  an  attorney,  who  has  already 
established  a  sodet^,  and  got  a  large  subscription  for 
taking  care  of  the  children  of  criminals  and  convicts ;  if 
his  abilities  and  his  honesty  are  equal  to  his  zeal  and  acti- 
vity in  founding  philanthropic  societies,  he  may  do  much 
good  in  the  world. 

"  Pray  make  my  congratolalions  to  Dr.  Bennet,t  and 
why  may  I  not  add,  accept  the  same  for  yourself  and 
brethren,  in  having  so  worthy  a  character  added  to  your 
bench.  Whilst  Qeorge  the  Third  reigns,  I  shall  hope  the 
bench,  iu  both  countries,  will  maintain  its  credit  and 


"  Many  thanks  for  your  hint  as  to  the  Sftrov  trievwtor. 
In  Soame^  Jenyns'  Works,  just  publishedt  there  are  some 
short  dissertations  on  texts  of  Scripture,  amoogat  which, 
one  on  the  i  wor^i  so  extremely  applioible  to  my  system 
that  if  my  tnct  comes  to  a  new  edition  it  shall  be  added 
to  it.  But  the  Bevjews,  I  doubt  not*  will  do  all  Uiey  can 
to  prevent  that. 

"  There  is  near  lOOOi  subscribed  for  Johnson's  mono* 
ment,  and  8ir  Joshua  wishes  much  to  have  it  erected  in 
St.  I^ul's,^  hoping  that  Johnson,  at  least,  may  be  aliowod 
a  place  there,  and  thus  a  precedent  established  for  the 
actmission  of  other  monuments  which  the  sculptors  hope 
to  obtain. 

"  As  I  have  not  scrupled  to  send  you  the  fun  upon 
some  of  our  brother  A.S.S.es  here,  I  think  I  may  call 
upon  you  to  send  a  specimen  of  that  which  I  am  told  is 
circulating  in  Dublin  upon  our  brethren  there. 


t  Dr.  Bcnnet  bad  reccntlf  been  ippolatcd  Buhop  of  Cork,  aod  wai  ■ftn- 
mrdi  trudaUd  to  CIojim.  See  p.  6S.  A  leriei  of  bii  Letlera  to  Mr. 
G<ni«b  and  Mr.  NlcboU  are  printed  in  literary  lllattratioiu,  toL  IV.  }W»— 
712:  vithamemorof  Biabop  Bomet  prefixed  to  then. 

t  See  p.  493,  wbere  for  "  George,"  read  "  Soame''  imjnt. 

i  Thii  «H  Mcoiopliahed ;  and  Howard'a  am!  JobnKm'i  itatoaa,  b«di  bj 
Bacon,  were  the  firat  public  nomunHita  er««ted  in  St.  Panl'a  CathaJnl- 
Howard'R  ilatne  b  engraved  in  Oent.  M)g.  for  Mirck  1796,  p.  179 ;  aa< 
JohnHm'i  itatoe  in  European  Maginne  Tor  Ibe  aame  month,  p.  160. 
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"  We  are  happy  to  hear  that  you  Bud  yoan  will  soon  be 
in  En^nd,  when  I  hope  we  ^all  have  the  pleasure  of 
often  meeting. 

''Tour  Lwdship's  ever  Mthful,  M.  Lokt." 


"  My  DEAR  Lord,  S«"lle  Row,  M«j  U,  17». 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  that  the  paper  sent  with  this 
ezhttats  the  Oath  you  inquire  alter,  and  wish  to  see.  It 
was  given  me  without  a  comment,  and  so  you  must 
make  the  best  of  it.  As  to  the  broad  sheet,  I  hare  a 
notion  that  I  have  already  seat  you  one:  but,  as  it  seeoui 
of  conseqaence,  there  will  be  no  harm  in  your  having  a 
duplicate.  What  is  written  at  the  bottom  is  from  one  of 
the  agents  enjoyed  to  bring  the  matter  before  Parlia- 
ment. This  was  prevented  by  the  dispute  between  tfaen^ 
selves  concemiog  the  Oath. 

"  The  propoB^  for  an  English  paper  to  be  piinted  at 
Pftris,  and  imported  hither,  will  not  I  hope  be  carried  into 
execution ;  or,  if  it  is,  that  the  Stamp  Office  here  will  pre- 
vent its  circulation,  as  I  hope  it  will  also  do  on  your  side 
of  the  water,  where  it  should  seem,  as  also  in  Scotland, 
the  projector  hopes  to  kindle  a  &une  similar  to  what  has 
destn>yed  the  Constitution  in  France.  I  hope  not  to  see 
the  experiment  tried  here,  as  I  expect  no  change  for  the 
better.  You  will  find  Mr,  Courteneytrying  what  his  wit 
and  irony  may  do  to  effect  this.  They  may  suit  some 
tastes,  but  are  too  vapid  for  mine. 

"  I  hope  you  have  glutted  your  appetite  with  the  lost 
books  of  IJTy,  which  Dr.  Bennet  informs  me  were  arrived 
at  Dublin.  By  the  time  they  get  into  an  English  dress,  I 
am  afraid  they  will  deviate  far  from  the  original  to  which 
they  are  supposed  to  belong.  People  bere  doubted  very 
early  of  their  authenticity ;  and,  as  it  is  said,  in  conse- 
quence of  letters  from  their  learned  correspondents  at 
Palermo.  I  take  for  granted,  their  credit  will  be  supported 
by  external  as  well  as  internal  evidence. 

"  I  saw  a  person  the  other  day  who  had  the  honour  of 
Gondttooi^  we  Irish  b^veller  *  (I  forget  bis  name)  to  Je- 
rusalem, and,  I  believe,  accompanied  him  hither.  He 
has  brought  over  a  great  number  of  relics,  crucifixes, 
and  Agmu  Dei,  from  Jerusalem,  for  which  he  hopes  to 
find  a  ready  market  in  Ireland. 

•  Mr.  Wlwlej. 
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"  Wth  oar  united  ^ood  wishes  to  the  ladies,  I  remsin 
your  Lordship's  affectioii&te  friend  and  servant, 

"  M.  LOKT. 

"  To  Lord  Kihop  of  Dromora.  Did>Ilii.* 

"  My  dear  Lord,  8>TiIl«  Row,  Jdm  I6,  KM. 

"  Being  at  Colchester  when  your  packets  arrived  here, 
they  were  not  forwarded  to  me ;  so  that  I  have  not  been 
able  sooner  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  the  con- 
tents. Sir  Robert  Chambers*  letter  I  immediately  com- 
municated to  Mr.  H.  Walpole,  Sir  Wm.  Scott,  and  Mr. 
Steevens ;  and  have  just  now  received  it  back  from  Cam- 
bridge, whither  I  had  sent  it  by  a  safe  hand  to  Dr.  Glynn. 
He  gave  no  opinion  on  it  to  my  friend,  bat  said  he  should 
deposit  all  the  papers  he  had  relaUve  to  the  Rowleion 
Controversy  in  the  British  Museum.  The  three  former 
are,  I  know,  very  well  satisfied,  as  indeed  every  unpre- 
ju(Uced  person  mast  be  who  reads  Sir  Robert's  letter, 
which  Mr.  Steevens  recommends  to  be  pablished  in  the 
European  Magazine,*  that  part  at  least  that  relates  to 
Chatterton.  I  shall  wait  your  directions  in  this  busi- 
ness. 

"  Let  me  now  tliank  you  for  your  letter,  received  two 
days  ago,  with  an  account  of  tne  Arabic  translation  of 
Livy,  of  which  no  copy  has  yet  arrived  here  that  I  can  learn. 
The  bacon  anecdote f  is  quite  new  to  me;  I  did  not 
know  before  it  could  occasionallv  prove  so  good  an  amu- 
let :  but  somebody  tells  me  he  tliinks  there  is  something 
similar  to  it  in  Bruce ;  and,  if  this  should  be  one  of  tbe 
many  incidents  in  those  Travels  whose  authenticity  is  ques- 
tioned, Mr.  Whaley's  authority  may  be  brought  to  sup- 
*  It  ii  not  noticed  Id  Ihe  European  Mifuiae. 

t  "  Whta  Mr.  Wlulej  went  to  Jenudem,  he  Iipdod  *t  Asm  and  tn- 
Telled  from  tbcnce  to  tbe  uicI«dC  ciCj.  He  and  hU  compmioo,  CapU  H. 
Moore,  ridinf  before,  wen  followed  by  lerrBnti  leading  a  hone  canTing  • 
lai^a  portmautean,  or  tronk,  loaded  with  their  baggage,  and  alio  with  KXDe 
coU  proriaioaa,  wbm  they  were  met  by  •ome  Aiabi,  who,  pawing  by  tha 
gentlemeD,  aoddenly  lumed  aptm  the  Mrraot*,  idaed  tbe  baggage,  and  eaiv 
ried  it  off.  Od  tbii  tbej  retomed  to  Acre,  when  the  haabaw  aent  ont  aome 
janisurie*  to  recoTer  their  loat  baggage,  which  after  aome  time  diej  foand 
ijing  on  the  ground ;  and,  altbon^  it  bad  been  opened,  not  ■  aiagle  artiida 
in  it  bad  been  toacbed :  for  the  brat  tiling  that  preaentcd  itadf  to  die  Mb*- 
aulmen  wai  a  cold  ham,  and  their  abbarreoce  of  iwine'i  fieab  prevented  their 
tnacbing  it,  or  anj  thing  e1*e  there,  altboagh  there  were  liiTei  platea,  tilver 
forka,  &c.  &c.  in  view,  all  irtiicb  they  left  undiatnrbed,  and  tbe  wbcde  weic 
bnng^t  back  ufe.  'What  ii  mentioned  concerning  tbe  bacon  refera  to  the 
above,  which  wai  related  to  the  fiiahop  of  DriHnore  hj  Mr.  Hugh  Hoore 
bimieir.    T.  Dbomorb." 
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port  it.  TTiere  is  a  villainoas  Abridgement  of  these  Travels 
pablisbed,  but  I  am  told  that  a  better  is  preparing.  The 
African  Committee  will  also  soon  give  the  world  a  latter 
and  cheaper  edition  of  the  pompous  volume  that  had 
been  printed  only  for  the  aubscribers  to  the  African  Dis- 
covenes. 

"  There  is  a  Mr.  Chalmers*  employed  in  the  republica- 
tion of  some  of  De  Foe's  poems,  and  wishes  to  get  the 
titles  at  least  of  all  his  writings.  I  believe  your  Lordship 
once  made  a  collection  of  these,  and  can  give  him  more 
information  than  any  one  else  on  the  subject. 

"  I  shall  once  more  direct  the  cover  of  this  to  Dr.  Ben- 
net,  though  by  this  time  I  suppose  he  is  Bishop  of  Cork, 
and  no  longer  in  the  situation  of  private  secretary.  I  beg 
mycompliments  and  congratulations  to  his  Lordship  there- 
upon; and  I  wish  your  Lordship,  and  Mrs.  Percy  and  the 
young  ladies,  a  safe  and  pleasant  passage  to  England,  and 
much  benefit  from  the  Buxton  waters.  No  one  suffered 
more  than  myself,  for  many  years,  from  the  rheumatism, 
but  it  has  long  left  me :  why,  ot  wherefore,  I  really  can- 
not tell.  At  present  want  of  breath  is  my  comphdnt ;  but 
that  ceases  in  the  warm  weather,  and  I  am  at  present, 
thank  God,  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  always  your 
Lordship's  affectionate  friend  and  servant,      M.  Lobt." 

"  Mt  DBAB  Lord,  SaTOla  Row,  Jnljr  13,  1790. 

'*  I  was  about  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  26tb,  when  a  desperate  tall  in  the  street  bruised  all 
one  side  in  such  a  manner  that  my  right  arm  has  been 
useless  for  some  time.  However,  I  am  now  recovering 
its  use,  and  will  not  delay  telling  yon  how  sorry  I  am  to 
hear  of  Mrs.  Percy's  complaint,  which  I  hope  will  not 
prevent  her  journey  to  Buzton,  and  that  there  she  will 
find  relief. 

"  I  have  lost  your  address  at  Dublin,  so  of  course  must 
inclose  to  the  Bishop  of  Cork ;  and,  as  I  think  you  will  both 
be  pleased  with  a  sight  of  the  inclosed  pamphlets,  am  glad 
his  power  of  franking  continues,  though  I  do  not  think 
Bishop  Preston's  precedent  in  that,  as  in  many  other 
things,  a  laudable  one  to  follow.  Bishop  Bennet  will  be 
pleased  to  see  the  effusions  of  his  old  friend  Steevens, 
whose  repeated  attacks  on  Dr.  Parr  will  be  explained  by 
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the  little  extract  I  have  given  from  Parr's  pamphlet  on 
BellendenuB.  I  certainly  have  not  nor  shall  give  any  copy 
of  the  whole  or  part  of  Sir  Robert  Chambers'  letter ;  and 
I  have  satisfied  Steevena  on  this  head. 

"  The  better  to  undoi^tand  '  The  Letter  to  the  Catholic 
Clei^,'  you  must  know  that  two  of  their  four  Vicars  Apos- 
tolic, who  are  Bishops  in  pttrtibtu,  being  lately  dead,  of  the 
two  recom mended  from  henoe  to  the  see  of  Rome  to  suc- 
ceed them,  one,  1  believe,JosephBernngtoa,*  was  objected 
to,  as  a  bvourer  of  the  milder  oath  pn^>osed  by  the  Lay 
Committee. 

"  I  have  tired  my  arm,  so  will  only  add  that  I  am  your 
Lordship's  very  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LoHT." 

"  Mt  dear  TjORD,  JnljlT,  1790. 

"  Two  days  ago  I  sent  iodosed  to  the  Bishop  of  Corii 
«  packet  for  your  Lordship.  I  am  now  desired  by  Stock- 
dale  to  forward  De  Foe's  Life,  in  hopes  yon  may  at  yow 
leisure  be  able  to  furnish  soiae  additions  to  it. 

"  I  have  just  got  Dr.  Campbell's  *  Strictures  on  the 
History  of  Ireland,'  which  informs  and  amuses  me.  What 
■says  Vallancey  to  it  ? 

"  Here  is  a  Dr.  Beaufortf  has  got  access  to  the  Lambeth 
library,  and  is  about  to  get  large  transcripts  made  from 
Lord  Carew's  manuscript  collections  lodged  there. 

"  I  have  this  day  seen  your  Chancellor's' t  state  coach  or 
liiimpet  car,  all  over  gold ;  fit  for  the  Son  himself,  at  lewt 
not  to  be  used  but  in  his  preswice. 

"  Tour  Lordship's  ever  faith&l,  M.  Lobt. 

*'  To  Lord  Bahop  of  Dniinora,  Dablin." 

**  My  DSAR  I^RD,  StfOle  Row,  Aafiiit  S,  ITSB. 

"  I  am  just  come  to  town  from  a  fortnight's  ramble  to 
Windsor  and  Windsor  Forest,  near  to  Pope's  old  habita- 
tion, from  whence  I  made  excursions  to  the  old  Roman 
city  of  Silcbester,  and  the  still  older  Druidical  temple 
transplanted  by  General  Conway  from  Jeraey  to  his  seat 
•t  Park-place,  near  Henley ;  it  is  an  entire  circle  of  fourteen 
npright  stones,  with  seven  cross-stones  on  the  top,  forming 

*  Sm  p.  48&. 

t  The  Rer.  Duiel  Angiutn)  BMnfort,  LI^D.,  H.K.I.A.,  disd  U  1B21. 
See  ■  memtdr  of  bin  in  Qeot.  Mig.  XCI.  64!. 
t  lordCUra^ 
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seven  cells  of  about  four  feet  high,  separated  from  each 
other  by  taller  erect  stones  from  seven  to  nine  feet. 
One  cannot  help  forming  some  analogy  between  them 
and  Balak's  seven  altars. 

"  I  suppose  these  are  the  most  perfect  remains  in  the 
world,  preserved  from  Christian  rage  by  the  Druid  Priests, 
who  carefully  covered  them  over  with  earth. 

"  Let  me  now  acknowledge  and  thank  your  Lordship 
for  two  letters  waiting  my  arrival  here,  the  last  of  which 
annonnced  the  disappointment  of  the  literati  as  to  the 
lost  Livy,  which  1  had  so  confidently  asserted  would 
make  its  appearance  in  Dublin ;  it  is  true  that  some 
scouted  and  more  doubted  the  truth,  and  I  must  make 
the  best  retreat  I  can ;  hut  I  cannot  do  this  without 
mentioning  the  facts;  which  I  certainly  mil  not  com- 
municate to  the  papers. 

"  I  now  send  the  pamphlet  you  mentioned,  and  two 
others,  one  'An  answer  to  the  Layman's  Letter,  by  Mr. 
Milner,'*  a  priest  of  Winchester ;  of  Mr.  Pilling,!  the 
author  of  the  Dialogue,  I  know  nothing ;  nor  of  Mr.  Potts, 
the  author  of  the  Inquiry,  &c.  The  four  Bishops  whose 
names  you  saw  to  the  circular  letter  are  Walmsley,  Ramo- 
toH.  Thomas  Talbot,  Aeon.  James  Talbot,  Birtken.  and 
Mathew  Gibson,  Comanen.  The  two  last  are  dead,  and 
there  is  demur  at  Borne  to  the  accepting  one  or  both  the 
persons  recommended  as  successors ;  one  of  these  I  believe 
is  Charles  Berrington,^  not  the  biographer  of  Thomas  a 
Becket. 

*'  I  am  informed  that  the  Irish  Catholics  have  in  general 
refused  the  new  oath,  hut  have  exhorted  their  flodcs  not 
to  list  under  Captain  Tandy's  banner, 

"  The  Layman's  Letter  is  given  to  a  Mr.  Throckmorton, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  assisted  in  it  by  a  priest  of 
the  Low  Church  party. 

"  I  was  much  surprised  on  my  arrival  here  to  find 
Parliament  prorogued,  as  I  expected  to  have  seen  the 
town  fill  apace  during  this  week ;  now  it  is,  and  wilt 
continue,  a  desert. 

"  There  are  at  present  two  rectors  of  Marylebone,  or  at 

*  Of  BUhop  MilDcr  tee  an  imple  memoir  In  Literary  lUoitntioni, 
V.  678—702,  prefijed  to  levenl  of  hij  letters. 

t  "  C*Te«t  to  the  C«tholic«  of  Worceiter.  By  Wm.  PiUing,"  (Monthly 
ReTiew.LXXIlI.47G.) 

t  Biibop  Cbailei  Benington,  Vicar  Apostolic  oF  the  Midlaad  diitrict, 
died  June  8,  1796.  Set  Geot.  Mag.  LXVIII.  542 ;  uid  ■  chiracter  of  him 
p.  622. 

VOL.   VII.  2  L 
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least  that  qU^m  to  hfi  s\ich, — Bishop  IJonlejr  foid  8ff 
Richard  Kaye,  tbp  Dean  of  Lincoln.  Howev$r>  th;  )f^^ 
IS  so  de  facto  at  present;  but  the  ^ter  pfferings  i&U  uGT 
sadly,  and  people  are  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  Tess^niog 
or  withholding  tbexa. 

"  With  my  best  wishes  for  Mrs.  Percy^s  recpvpfj,  { 
remain  your  Lordship's  atfpctionate  find  ^Uthful  servant, 

"  To  Lord  Bifhop  of  Dromore." 

"  My  dear  Lord,  Sarille  Row,  Anjiut  ?,  1790, 

"  Two  days  ago  I  sent  a  packet  which  I  hope  will  arfire 
safe;  sincethenSietwonamphlets  thataccompanythishave 
come  tp  ray  hands,  and  I  now  conim^nd  them  to  yours. 
Mr.  Plowden,  I  understand,  is  a  priest  atLulworth  Castle. 
Sir  Henry  Englefield*  succeeded  me  as  one  of  the  vicpr 
presidents  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

"  Your  ^ordship's  evef  f^thful, 

"  M.  LopT. 

"  To  I'lrd  Blihop  of  Dromore." 

"  Mt  dear  Lord,  SariUe  Boir,  An^t  S4, 1790. 

*•  If  I  had  kno^  the  meaning  of  your  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  person  who  has  the  care  of  Marylebone  parish, 
I  think  I  should  before  this  time  have  been  able  to  have 
given  an  answer  to  the  queries  in  your  last  letter,  received 
on  Saturday.  Mr.  B.  Laurence,  f.  find,  is  a  man  of  dis- 
tinguished probity,  and  would  not  knowingly  sign  any 
improper  certificate ;  but  in  a  large  parish,  after  the  first 
inquiry  and  signing,  the  minister  is  probably  not  so  nice 
in  his  future  inquiries.  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  the 
case  in  this  instance,  because  Mr.  Laurence  is  out  of 
town,  and  will  not  return  this  fortnight.  However,  I 
have  conversed  with  the  clerk,  a  very  respectable  per- 
sonage, and  given  him  proper  instructions,  from  which  I 
hope  we  shaU  profit.  1  have  reconnoitred  the  street  and 
the  house  you  directed  me  to ;  the  latter  is  one  of  some 
small  houses  that  let  for  about  25/.  or  30/,  a-year,  and  the 
whole  street  is  new  built,  very  probably  by  this  Mr.  Smith; 
but  the  house  looked  shut  up,  and  the  clerk  told  me  no 
such  person  lived  there,  but  that  in  an  adjoining  street, 
called  Barlow  Street,  and  in  a  similar  house,  lives  one 
Smith,  a  bricklayer  and  builder,  of  whom   he  knew  no 

*  Sir  H.  Englefield  pabliihed,  in  ITM,  >  "  Letter  to  thu  Aalbor  of  tb« 
Ba*ie«  of  the  cue  of  the  Protettant  Diitenten,"  8vo.  See  Montblf  Be> 
Tiew,  1790, 1.  S3I,  UI.9B.    See  alio  thii  volome,  p.  13. 
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more,  but  is  to  make  proper  ipquiriea  and  to  search  the 
register.  He  vished  to  have  nad  some  description  of 
Mrs.  HiU,*  and  also  to  haye  seen  one  of  the  certificatea 
signed  B.  Laurence :  thus  the  matter  rests  at  present.  As 
■oon  as  I  get  better  information  your  Lordship  ahtdl 
receive  it. 

"  Let  me  now  thank  your  Iiordship  for  your  excellent 
and  suitable  Sermon ;  I  cannot  do  better  than  adopt  the 
words  of  the  Society.  I  shall  observe  your  directions 
about  not  mentioning  it  yet  at  Lambeth  or  at  Fulham.  I 
sbjJl  inclose  in  this  packet  one  of  my  pamphlets,  which 
I  should  wish  to  be  given  to  Bishop  Bernard,!  I  fhink 
of  Killaloe.  Has  he  made  any  use  of  the  secret  of  raag- 
nedting,  which  hep^d  for  learning  here  of  Malnauduc?'^ 
IThree  or  four  new  pretenders  to  the  art  or  science  have 
started  up  since,  and  reduced  the  terms  for  pupils  from 
25  to  5  guineas. 

"  Stodcdale  tells  me  he  is  thinking  of  printing  a  new 
edition  of  the  "  Life  of  Defoe,'^  and  that  the  author,  Mr. 
Chalmer3,§  would  be  happy  to  receive  any  new  informa- 
tion on  this  subject. 

"  Last  Sunday  se'nnight,  Dr.  John  Carrol  was  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  Baltimore,  in  America,  at  Lulworth 
Castle,  by  Bishop  Walmslcy,  assisted  by  two  priests ;  I>r. 
Carrol  is  just  come  from  America  for  this  purpose.  There 
is  a  bull  from  the  Pope  establishing  this  new  bishopric, 
with  a  proviso  in  it,  as  it  is  said,  that  no  one  shall  be  raided 
to  it  without  his  approbation.  As  he  withheld  this  from 
the  two  persons  proposed  to  him  to  fill  the  two  vacant  dis- 
tricts in  jEJnglanu,  they  still  remain  as  they  were. 

"  Of  the  two  pamphlets  signed  '  Moorfields,'  one,  I  am 
told,  is  suppressed.  The  Letter  from  the  Committee  I  now 

•  Whitiaiud  nboTc  concermnE  Mr.  Smith  and  Mre.  Hill,  of  MBrjlebODe 
parlih,  rdatet  to  Che  fDllowhig  drcuTngtancc  :~Tbe  Mn.  HiU  here  men- 
tioDed  WIS  iridov  of  ■  Mr.  Jos«pb  HiU,  irho  vat  nephew  of  Mr,  Hill,  for- 
nerlr  of  London,  uncle  of  Mra.  PErcj,  aod  who  left  coniiderable  aumi  to 
his  relationi,  and  appointed  Dr.  Percy  one  of  bis  execntota.  To  this  rElict 
of  hii  nepheir  he  Itft  a  handiooie  aiuiaity  lo  Ion;  u  she  continued  nnmor- 
riedi  bat  there  wai  reason  to  believe  she  had  united  herself  lo  the  above  Mr. 
Smith,  and  it  wai  lo  ucertain  tbia  fact  that  this  InijuirT  into  the  registers, 
Ac.  of  Mirflebone  parish,  wherein  he  resided,  wsa  here  msde,  and  continued 
ill  lome  of  the  following  letleis. 

t  Dr.  Tbomii  Bernard,  Bishop  of  Killaloe  1780,  translated  to  Limerick 
1794,  died  Jnoe  T,  1806,  See  an  scconnt  ofhim  in  Gent.  Msg.  LXXVI.  588. 

t  J.  B.  de  Mainandoc,  H.D.  Seethe  "  Lcctncea"  eipoaedt  Oent.  Mag. 
ISDJ),  p.  251. 

f  Sac  p.  511. 
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send;  I  thought  I  bad  done  so  before.  ' Conuderations 
on  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,'  1778,  I  shall  try  to  get. 
Bishop  Horaley's  is  not  to  be  had. 

"  The  muscle  of  my  right  shoulder  has  not  recoTered  ita 
tone  since  my  fall,  so  that  I  cannot  scribble  so  much  as  I 
used  to  do  ;  hut  having  I  hope  replied  to  all  the  material 
parts  of  your  two  last  letters,  and  begging  my  best  respecta 
to  tjie  ladies,  I  will  only  add,  that  I  am  your  Lordship's 
affectionate  servant,  "M.Lobt." 


"  Mt  DBA.B  Lord,  SaTille  Ro«,  Sept  4,  1790. 

"  I  have  two  letters  from  you  since  1  wrote  last,  of 
August  27th  and  30th.  All  the  intelligence  I  have  been 
able  hitherto  to  get  of  Mrs.  Hill  tends  to  confirm  your 
suspicions  as  to  her  marriage ;  the  business  is  to  get  proof 
of  it  i  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  took  place  in  her  native 

?arish  in  Worcestershire)  and  if  I  could  know  what  that  was, 
would  have  applied  directly  to  the  minister  for  intelligence; 
and  I  will  yet  do  so,  if  I  can  by  your  or  any  other  assistance 
get  at  the  name  of  the  place.  It  is  an  unlucky  circumstance 
that  Mr,  Laurence  is  not  in  town.  The  certificate  you 
sent  to  me  is,  I  am  told,  a  good  one,  and  I  shall  teke 
proper  care  of  it ;  it  should  seem,  by  the  account  your 
Lordship  sends  me,  that  Mr,  Laurence  has  declined  re- 
peating it,  and  I  really  think  you  are  not  likely  to  be  pre- 
sented with  another;  when  I  can  get  a  sight  of  Mr. 
Laurence,  I  shall  hint  to  him  what  you  wish  to  have  done. 
He  will  not  be  in  town  till  the  week  after  next,  and  I  shall 
probably  leave  town  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week,  but 
shall  return  in  about  a  fortnight.  Whilst  I  remain  here  1 
shall  hope  to  pick  up  and  find  your  Lordship  some 
further  intelligence. 

"  I  most  heartily  sympathise  with  your  Lordship  in  poor 
Mrs.  Percy's  ill  health,  but  shall  hope  to  hear  that  she 
will  soon  be  able  to  undertake  the  proposed  journey,  and 
will  be  the  better  for  it. 

"  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Neve's  positive  assertion  in  the 
inclosed  pamphlet,*  that  he  has  relics  of  Milton's  corpse, 
our  friend  Steevens  insists  that  it  is  all  a  fiam,  for  that  it 
is  the  body  of  a  Miss  Smith,  not  of  Milton,  and  he  will 
prove  it.     Steevens's  proofs  of  its  being  the  body  of  a  Mrs. 

•  "  ANnrratineof  thedisintermentof  Milton'«Coffin,Aug.  4,  1790,"  ae. 
TUi  rampUet  wu  by  Ur.  Pbilip  Nero,  of  Faniiil'i  Ion.     Sm  Q«iiL  Hh- 
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Smith  have  appeared  in  the'  Gazetteer'  ;*  and  I  believe  in 
all  the  papers  are  some  squibs  by  the  same  hand,  in  which 
the  antiquaries,  and,  among  the  rest,  poor  Gough,  are  sadly 
mauled.  The  gentleman  who  proposes  erecting  a  monu- 
mentt  in  Cripplegate  Church  is  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  great 
brewer,  who  lives  in  the  parish. 

"  The  Bishop  of  London  is  at  Fulham,  but  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  is  not  yet  returned  to  Lambeth. 
Mrs.  Lort  and  I  are  going  to  Dr.  Walcofs,J  at  Oundle, 
for  a  fortnight,  but  letters  directed  hither  will  follow 
me  wherever  I  may  go. 

"  Your  Lordship's  ever  foithful  and  affectionate  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT. 
"  To  Lord  BUhop  ol  DromOTe,  Dublin.'' 

"To  Mb8.  LOBT. 

"  Good  Madau,  Feb.  it9I. 

"  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  an  article  which  hath  given 
me  great  concern,  and  with  regard  to  which  I  must  beg 
leave  to  condole  and  sympathize  with  you,  as  I  do  most 
sincerely.  It  mentions  the  death  of  my  worthy  friend.  Dr. 
Lort,  on  the  5th  November.§  So  remote  is  my  residence 
that  it  has  but  newly  reached  me,  and  I  cannot  sufficiently 
express  how  much  I  am  afOicted.  His  active  attention  to 
tlie  great  interests  of  religion  and  learning  make  his  death 
a  public  loss,  but  his  many  excellent  and  amiable  qualities 
will  render  it  to  his  friends  very  great.  To  myself  in 
particular  it  will  be  irreparable,  and  even  to  the  Established 
Church  in  this  kingdom,  for  which  he  ever  procured  the 
most  early  and  useful  intelligence  on  every  subject  which 
coald  affeet  its  welfare, 

"  I  am,  good  Madam,  Sec.  &c. 

"T.  Dbohobe. 

*  Mr.  Steeroni'i  "  RMiou  frbf  it  ia  improbable  tbat  the  coffin  iboold 
oontBintbe  bod;  <rf  Milton,"  nuj  be  )aen1ii  the  St.  Jamo'i  Chronicle,  Sept. 
7,  1790;  *nd  were  copied,  nith  some  corrections  ud  additions,  in  the 
Esropaan  Magaiineror  Sept.  1790,  p.  206. 

t  "  The  idmiTcn  of  Milum  hare  been  gratified  bj  the  erection  of  a  beaa- 
tifol  tablet  tod  bnat  in  St.  Giles'i,  Cripplegate.  The  liberalitif  of  the  donor 
hu  been  equalled  bj  the  skill  of  the  artist — Bacon.  It  consists  of  a  tablet 
of  white  marble,  sculptured  with  the  flaming  sword  and  wilj  serpent,  whose 
mo«A  contain*  the  fiitsl  apple.  Hie  Inscription  is,  ■  John  Hilton,  author 
of  Fandiie  LoM,  bom  Dec.  1608,  died  Not.  1676.  His  father,  John  Mil- 
ton, dted  March  1646.  They  were  both  interred  in  thii  chnreh.  JihmmI 
TnilittadpMuit.'''—VMeoha-BLoa.ioii,Ul.  SS4. 

t  See  p.  503. 

f  Dr.LprtdiedNoT«mb«rStb,l790,«g«d65, 
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MAb.  LdRT  to  Bishop  Percy. 

"My  Lord,  BattencBise,  Fe6.2I.  1791. 

"  When  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's 
last  obliging  letter  I  was  so  very  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  use 
a  pen,  but  by  coming  into  the  countrj  have  found  benefit, 
and  take  the  first  opportunity  of  writing  to  assure  your 
Lordship  I  will  take  care  of  all  your  letters,  and  either  send 
them  to  Ireland,  or  seal  them  in  a  parcel  to  be  delivered 
to  your  order  in  London.  I  have  not  at  present  had  spirits 
or  leisure  to  look  accurately  into  the  manuscripts,  but  t 
make  no  doubt  but  the  two  letters  your  Lordship  mentions 
are  with  the  rest  of  the  correspondence,  and  I  will  make 
it  my  first  business  to  search  for  them  when  I  am  veH 
enough  to  return  to  Saville-row,  Before  I  left  home  I 
enclosed  Mr.  Laurence's  certiticate^  and  some  papers  re- 
lative to  that  business,  in  a  cover  directed  for  the  gentle- 
man your  Lordship  said  would  call  on  me  for  them;  but,  by 
a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  my  servant,  he  has  n<rt 
been  for  them  yet. 

"  I  am  sure  it  was  i»erfectly  needless  for  your  I^ordj^bip 
to  give  any  reasons  for  your  conduct  towards  Mrs.  Hil^ 
andwhat  passed  between  me  and  your  Lordship's  brother 
on  the  suDJect  arose  from  tlie  difficulty  of  proving  her 
marriage,  and  the  certainty  of  her  being  able  to  claim  ber 
annuity  till  that  was  done,  even  thouzh  the  children  were 
proved  to  be  hers,  unless  the  will  specified  that  she  snonhl 
tire  an  irreproachable  life.  It  was  under  this  idea  that 
I  thought  her  own  oder  of  selling  her  annuity  jnight  be 
the  most  advantageous  plan  for  both  parties.  I  am  sure 
I  ought  to  ask  your  Lordship's  pardon  for  presuming  to 
offer  my  opinion,  in  a  case  where  your  own  judgment 
must  be  so  much  more  competent. 

"  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  receive  such  an  indif- 
ferent account  of  Mrs,  Percy's  health,  and  hope  sincerely 
the  spring  will  enable  her  to  make  trial  of  her  native  bji, 
when  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  introduced  to 
the  honour  of  her  acquaintance.  I  beg  my  most  re- 
spectful compliments  to  her  and  the  young  ladies,  and  am, 
my  lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's  obliged  and  obedient  hamble  servant 
"  S.  L6rt.» 

"  The  Bithop  of  Dromon." 
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LETTERS 

Bfetveen  Dr.  Lort  and  Br.  Birch. 

tlie  following  Correspondence  of  Dr.  Lort  is 

S'  reserved  amMigst  the  MSS.  of  Dr.  Birchj  *  in  the 
Iritish  Museum^  No.  4312  : — 

Rer.  Dr.  BikcR  to  Mr.  Lobt. 

"  DSAR  Sir,  London,  May  3,  1761. 

"  TTie  design,  in  which  frhen  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  last  I  found  tou  to  be  engaged,  of  doing  justice  to  tlic 
memoiy  of  Dr.  Bentley,  the  execution  of  which  will  be  a 
veiT  iiBportant  obligation  to  the  Republic  of  Letters, 
makes  me  consider  it  a  debt  to  you,  whatever  is  or  shall  be 
in  my  power  relating  to  your  subject.  I  now,  therefore, 
send  ydii  the  three  letterst  of  his  which  I  mentioned,  trans- 
cribed by  myself  from  the  ori^nals  among  the  Harleian 
MSS.inthe  British  Museum.  To  these  I  add  letters  from 
Lord  Carteret,  (now  Earl  of  Granville),  to  Dr,  Bentley, 
tiara  the  originus  in  the  same  place.  And  it  is  a  satisfac- 
tion to  tne  to  have  so  good  an  opportunity  of  givins  them 
to  the  public  by  an  hand  capable  of  doing  it  with  the 
litttadst  advantage. 

"  I  aM,  dear  Sir,  your  most  faithhil  and  affectionate 
Kutnbl'e  servantj  Thos.  Birch. 

"  P.S.  The  Bishop  of  London];  has  been  so  ill  this  week, 
fKim  ilie  stoppihg  of  the  defluxion  at  his  moutii,  that  it  is 
tbotigbt  that  he  cannot  recover. 

"  I^.  Mr.  Lort,  Greel  trofeuor,  Trinit;  Coll.  Gimbridge." 

Rev.  Mr.  Lort  to  Dr.  Birch, 
,"  Dear  Sir,  Trfwty  CoH.  m»j  12,  irsi. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the  copiei  tff 
Dr.  Bentley's  letters,  of  which  I  shall  take  great  bare. 
More  such  materials  to  those  Would  give  me  spirit  to  go 
on  with  my  design,  which  is  yet  quite  in  embryo,  and  can 
only  be  brought  to  maturity  by  the  help  of  such  authenlic 
papers  or  informKlion :   the  nitter,  I  can  perceive  from 

*  Uemoin  and  cbkmcter  of  Dr.  Birch  are  given  in  Literarr  AiwedolM, 
•kA.  V.  pp.  2BZ — 390.   Variant  noticea  oF  him  occni  in  othet  TOlnmei  of  that 
work -J  we  Genend  Indeies,  VII.  32,  33,  516. 
,    t  Two  lettsn  of  Dr.  BenUcT  occur  in  Hirl.  MS.  3779,  art.  98,  103. 

t  flbmak  Stitthxi,  D.D.,  Blahop  of  Baogar,  1738 ;  of  SSHibatT,  1734 ; 
ailtaioa,  i7*Hi  died  Jnlr  18, 1^761.     Soe  ta^Biob  (If  Uta  ia Ut.  Jbi.  U. 
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the  copy  of  Lord  Granville's  letter,  it  is  much  in  his  Lord- 
ship's power  to  afford  me ;  but  it  is  far  above  my  reach. 
Homer  is  not  tlie  only  book  which  Lord  Granville  set 
Bentley  to  work  upon ;  I  have  been  informed  here  that 
Ammianus  Marcellinus  was  another.  As  for  the  troubled 
waters  in  which  Bentley  so  long  sported  here,  posterity 
will  probably  be  very  little  edified  with  any  particulars 
relating  to  them ;  so  they  would  make  a  very  small  part  of 
my  plan. 

"If  at  any  time  my  assistance  can  be  of  any  service  to 
you  in  this  place,  at  all  times  freely  command, 

"  Dear  Sir,  your  afiectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

"M.  LORT." 


«  Dear  Sib,  Trio.  CoU.  Not.  29,  1762. 

"  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kind  present  of 
Lord  Bacon's  Letters,  &c.,  which  I  received  on  Saturday. 
t  find  a  half  sheet  in  it  which  does  not  belong  to  this  copy, 
being  a  duplicate ;  therefore  I  have  taken  it  out,  and 
inclose  it,  as  the  want  of  it  must  make  some  copy  im- 
perfect. 

"An  English  MS.  Treatise  is  lately  (alien  into  my 
bands,  said  to  have  been  written  by  Uuine  Ecalp,  the 
noted  black  that  was  brought  someyears  ago  into  the  west 
from  the  province  of  Mucarole.  Tne  Treatise  appears  to 
have  been  written  about  1720,  and  is  a  curiosity,  not  only 
on  account  of  its  author,  but  its  matter  also.  It  is  in  so 
bad  a  hand  that  I  know  not  whether  I  have  transcribed  the 
above  proper  names  right. 

"  What  I  have  to  beg  of  you  is  to  inform  me  whether 

{'ou  ever  heard  of  such  a  person,  a  man  of  genius  and 
earning,  as  the  writer  of  this  IVeatise  appears  to  have 
been. 

"  I  have  been  informed  of  a  black  named  Williams  who 
was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  I  believe  about 
that  time,  and  that  he  was  born,  or  at  least  bad  a  plants- 
tion  and  estate,  in  Jamaica. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  and  feithful  Bervant, 
"M.  LOBT." 


''  Dbab  Sib,  Trinity  CoU<^,  Cunbr.  Not.  13,  1764, 

"  I  have  lately  had  the  penual  of  a  packet  of  originil 
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letters  from  Howard,  E^l  of  Northampton,*  to  Car,  Earl 
of  Somersetgt daring  that  interestiiig  periodof  Lady  Essex's 
(Uvorce  and  Overbury's  impriBonment.  These  seem  to 
have  been  the  very  tetters  which  Sir  E.  Coke  got  into  his 
possession,  and  out  of  which  he  read  some  parta  at  Somer- 
set's trial.  1  trouble  you  with  this  to  beg  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  whether  these  are  in 
print  in  any  collection  ;  for,  if  they  are  not,  I  shall  be  at 
the  pains  of  transcribiog  them,  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
friends  who  may  have  a  desire  to  see  them. 

"Excuse   this   trouble   firom,   dear  Sir,   your   obliged 
humble  servant,  M.  Lort. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Bircb,  Norfolk  Bbttt,  London." 


"  DbAB  Sib,  Trin.  Coll.  Cambridge,  Dec  2,  llGi. 

"  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  information  concern- 
ing Lord  Northampton's  letters,  and  in  consequence  thereof 
shall  certunly  pursue  my  intention  of  copying  them,  though 
I  find  it  likely  to  prove  a  more  laborious  task  than  I  first 
expected,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  length  of  the  letters, 

*  Utarj  Howwd,  Bsrl  at  Northampton.  In  Cotton  MSS.  reUtiie  to 
the  nUiject  of  Sit  T.  Orerbnrj,  Stc.,  «e  find — 

Veip.  F.  ii.  p.  203— Z2Z,  Hiteellueou  Notes,  b^  and  In  tbe  faud- 
vritiDg  of  Henrj  Howard,  Earl  of  Northampton.  Moral  and  Political  Maiinu. 
Of  little  nie. 

ntoi,  B.  Tii.  p.  477— 164.  Menr?,  EarlofNoithamptOQ,  thrae  lettera  to 
Sir  G.  Helmwe  [or  EUwtb],  Ltentenant  of  the  Tower,  and  one  note  of  the 
UH«r  concemiog  Sir  Thomai  Overburjr,  1615,  of  bii  bnrial.  (The  irhole 
from  p.  4TTia  in  the  MS.  entitled"  Lettera  and  Fa.pera  toacbing  Sir  Thomai 
OTerbiii7'i  boiineue.")    Thej  are  all  illnitratiTB. 

Page  484.  An  eipoitulator;  letter,  aaid  to  be  Sir  Thomu  Overbiirj'i. 
Tbit  irrfrmi  a  roDgh  draft  without  kddroB  or  date. 

Page  486.  Notes  of  tome  tranaactiona  ruling  to  the  Earl  of  SoiUMwt. 
Iliej  relate  to  hia  trial  or  eiuniiutioD,  and  appear  lUnatratiTe ;  bnt  an 
obKare,  and  badly  written. 

Pagea  4aB— 49S.  Notea  oonceming  the  Connteu  of  SnlTolk,  the  Lord 
Treaanrer,  &c.,  inthe  Orerbor;  boiiDesg.  Two  articies.  Theae  relate  to  the 
Earl  of  Northampton ,  Sir  Thomaa  Ointinry,  and  othara  ;  and  ^ipear  to  be 
DOlea  on  tbe  trial.   The  letters  leem  to  be  here  alluded  to. 

Sloane  MSS.  Noa.  1,0S9,  Art.  13;  3, S 73,  Art.  11,  13.  All  relate  to  the 
trial  for  the  murder  of  Sir  lliomaa  OTerburr,  and  are  illnitratiTe. 

t  Robert  Carr.— Andrew  Amoa,  Esq.,  baa  recently  pnbliibed  "  The  Trial  of 
theBariofSomeraet  for  tbe  poiioning  of  Sir  Thomas  OrcilmTf.'  The  Weil- 
mlwrfaT  Reriew  for  Jnlr,  1B4T,  Mjt  of  it:  "Mr,  Amoa  haa  not  only  col- 
lected together,  we  believe,  all  the  iafomiation  on  the  tobjeot  that  wm 
printed,  bnt  tui  added  TSiioaa  documenta  jet  anpnbliihed,  from  the  State 
nptr  Ofke  and  Britiah  Mnienm.     Of  thii  new  matter  the  moat  Talo^Ie 

Clioa  ia  the  writtoi  ezaminationf  of  the  priaonera  and  witneaaea,  taken  pro* 
^  by  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  waa  emptoyed  to  collect  the  eridenee  for  Um 
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but  the  difirculty  of  making  oat  the  htkncl>  vhlch  latter 
prerents  my  making  aae  of  any  assistance  which  I  might 
otherwise  have  availed  myself  of.  The  letters  kit  in  num- 
bet"  22,  filling  near  fO  folio  pages,  with  the  seals  and 
superscriptions  to  Some  of  them,  as  also  date  of  place  and 
d4y  df  the  week ;  but  none  of  thera  have  iany  date  of  year, 
or  day  of  the  month.  There  are  besides  two  letters  of 
Lord  Northampton  to  Mr.  Gervase  Ellwys,  and  orte  of 
Ijord  Suffolk's  to  Sir  Thomas  Ovei-bury,  dated  Aogost 
23rd,  1613.  That  I  might  not  wholly  disappoint  your 
curitJsity  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  last  letter  Northainpton 
wrote,  frhich  I  took  in  a  hurry  when  I  fifrst  aSw  ttiese 
letters,  and  which  I  wish  yOu  may  be  able  td  ilSad ;  biit 
hope  when  I  set  about  the  rest,  which  I  have  not  imme- 
diately leisure  to  do,  to  make  them  more  l^ble.   . 

"  (Jne  singularity  let  me  inform  you,  that  that  letter, 
part  of  which  is  published  in  Somerset's .  Tri^j  and  the 
other  part  said  to  be  omitted  on  account  of  its  obscenity, 
does  really  contain  ho  more  indecency  than  what  Coke 
had  already  exhibited  in  the  coiirt,  and,  though  a  very  long 
one,  is  quite  upon  other  business. 

.  "  I  inclose  utis  in  a  cover  to  Lord  Hardwic^et  to  wlioa>> 
if  you  please,  I  beg  my  respectful  compliments,  And  atti, 
"  bear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 

"M.   LoKT." 


Earl  of  NoRTHAUPTON  to  the  £arl  of  SotiBRSST.* 

.  ,"  Hon,  and  worthy  Lord,  Taes4«T  « t. 

"  If  the  plain  dealing  of  my  physiriftris  and  stil;^eoil  )Md 
not  assure  hie  of  the  few  days  t  have  to  live,  I  should  yet 
have  deferred  the  putting  of  these  poor  suits  into  your 
hands,  since  I  mi^t  be  thoi:^t  still  nrther  td  Tattle  yOnr 
greatness  than  your  soodness, 

"  But,  noble  lord,  let  me  be  beholding  at  ray  last 
brewell,  for  sucli  poolr  toys  as  do  rather  eAs*  ttiy  mind 
than  pinch  any  man, 

"  t  humbly  beseech  your  lordah^  to  stay  with  all  the 
power  you  can  the  conferrii^  the  offit^  of  Ihe  tBiqiA 
Porta  'either  npoh  Pembroke  or  Lisle,  for,  as  tbe^  batc^ 
me,  so  they  will  plague  my  people,  and  those  irhom  1 
kn%d. 

*  Indoicd  in  the  piecediiig  Irtttr, 
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.  "  Sir  Robert  Brette  at  his  coming  to  the  place  of  lieu- 
tenant was  content  to  depart  with  a  plat  ot  groond  for 
enlargement  of  my  garden,  which  could  have  been  bought 
of  him,  setting  aside  his  love  to  me,  for  ho  money.  My 
very  consiuence  is  pressed  in  tliis  point,  and  therefore 
cannot  satisfy  mpelf  till  I  have  put  my  earnest  suit  into 
the  hand  of  my  deal*e9t  lord,  to  take  care  that  his  majesty 
admit  no  warden  before  he  have  given  his  word  to  him  not 
to  remove  this  poor  distressed  gentleman  out  of  his  lieu- 
tenancy. 

"  If  I  die  before  Midsummer,  the  forms  of  the  Irish 
custoois  are  not  to  pay  me,  diough  it  be  hiit  one  day 
before,  which  were  a  great  wound  to  my  fortune.  No 
man  can  help  this  inconvenience  better  than  your  lord- 
ship, by  obtaining  a  Privy  SeAl  that  my  executors  may  be 
pud,  if  it  come  to  that  said  straight  of  a  day  or  two. 

"Assurance  from  your  16rdship  that  you  will  effect 
^ese  final  requests,  shall  send  my  spirit  out  of  this 
transitory  tabernacle  with  as  much  comfort  and  content 
as  the  bird  flies  from  the  mountain, 

*'  l)ear  lord,  my  spirits  spend,  and  my  strength  decays : 
all  that  remains  is  with  my  dying  hand  to  witness  what 
niy  living  heart  did  vow,  when  it  gave  itself  to  your  I6rd- 
ship,  as  to  the  choice  friend  whoin  I  did  love  for  his 
virtues,  and  not  court  for  his  fortune. 

"  Farewell,  noble  lord,  and  the  last  farewell  in  the  last 
letter  that  I  ever  look  to  write  to  any  man.  I  presume 
confidendv  of  your  favour  in  these  my  poor  suits,  and  will 
be,  both  living  and  dying, 

"Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

"  H.  NoaTHAMPTON.* 

"  To  the  Bight  Honoanble  mf  apeciil  good  Lord  the  Erie  of 
Somcract,  of  hii  M^jeit;'*  Pritr  ConacU." 


Mr.  LoRT  to  Dr.  Birch. 

"  Dear  Sir,  THd.  CoU.  Cambridge,  Not.  39, 1T65. 

"  In  the  Magdalen  Library,  formerly  Secretary  Pepys's, 

there  is  a  manuscript  account  of  Charles  the  Second's 

eacape  after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  which  was  taken  from 

the  king'B  own  mouth  at  Newmarket  by  Mr.  Pepys,  and 

*  Thit  letter  ii  written  with  a  iliikiDg  hand,  and  indorted  "  Earl  of 
Northampton  to  mnelf.''  Lord  N.'aie*!  is  on  it;  and  it  ii  thai  inper- 
■cribed,  "  To  llw  K,  hoDoniabla  my  special  good  lord  the  Erie  of  Somenet, 
of  Ua  M^cftjr'i  FdTj  Conodl."   Lord  Noitlitmptoa  died  Jium  C>,  1614. 
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■which  I  belieTe  has  never  been  in  print.  One  Sir  David 
Dalrymple*  has  applied  to  the  college  either  to  publish  it, 
or  to  suffer  him  to  do  it.t  Sir  David  says  that  he  ha«  already 
given  the  world  some  original  state  papers  3  some  the 
beginning  of  the  17th  century,  and  is  very  desirous  of 
proceeding  in  that  plan.  This  may  be  so ;  but  aa  I  can 
find  no  one  here  who  has  heard  any  tiling  of  Sir  David  or 
his  publicationa,  I  therefore  trouble  you  with  this  for  such 
information  as  you  may  be  able  to  communicate  concern- 
ing him,  which,  if  I  like,  I  may  possibly  put  Sir  T.  Over- 
bury's  letters  into  his  hands  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
unless  (as  I  suspect)  he  inay  be  unwiUing  to  publish  what 
wilt  be  much  to  the  discredit  of  James  I. 

"  I  hope  this  will  find  yon  in  good  health ;  and  yon  will 
believe  me,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful  servant^ 

"  M.  LORT. 

"  BcT.  Dr.  Birch,  Norfolk  Street,  London." 

*  The  well-known  Lord  Bailee.  Se«  >  Hcmolr  of  him  in  tlialnwn's 
Biognphieal  DicttoiuiT7,  tdL  XI.  A  latter  from  Sir  Datid  Ouirj^ff'  *> 
Ur.Lort,  dated  Dec.   U,  176S,  within   a   few  im  of  the  above  letter, 

ii  corretpoadence  and  auiitance,  li  printsd  in  Iiiterarj  Aneodoteii 

See  alio  vol.  VII.  p.  547. 
d  M,  in  "  An  Account  of  the  FreaerrBtian  of  Chariei  II.  •fter  (be 
Battle  of  Wotoeater,  drawn  ap  b]r  him«eU ;  to  which  are  added,  tia  Letten 
lo  aerenl  peraont,    GlMgow,  1766."     8to. 


IX.  p.  68. 
t  He  did 


,..d:,i.  Google 


LETTERS 
From  Dr.  Lost  to  the  Hon.  Hobacb  Walpolb.* 


Rbt.  Mb.  Lost  to  Riohabu  Citubbbland,  EsQ.f 

"  Dbab  Sib,  Trinitr  CoU.  Cimb.  Dec.  22,  1759. 

"  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  hear  Dr.  Bentley's  "  Lucan" 
ia  put  into  the  handa  of  Mr.  Walpole ;  and  that  the  public 
is  in  a  &ir  way  of  being  favoured  with  a  splendid  edition 
of  it,  as  it  deservea.  It  ia  on  a  presumption  £rom  this  cir- 
cumstance of  your  being  acquainted  with  that  gentleman 
that  I  send  you  the  inclosed.  His  "  Catalogiie  of  Noble 
Anthora "  did  but  very  latelv  fall  into  my  hands ;  and 
when  it  had  got  there  I  could  not  exchange  it  for  any 
other  book  till  I  had  read  it  through ;  during  which  aome 
things  occurred  to  me  which  I  acribbled  down,  and  which 
you  will  find  in  the  inclosed  sheets ;  on  a  perusal  of  which, 
if  you  find  them  of  consequence  enough,  you  may  com- 
municate them  to  Mr.  Walpole;  if  not,  to  the  fiamea,  and 
there  will  be  no  harm  done,  provided  you  will  pardon  this 
trouble  given  you  by,  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient 
servant,  "  M.  Lobt.*' 

Some  cursory  Remarks  on  Mr.  Walpole'a  Catalogue  of 
Royal  and  Xoble  Authors.    By  Mr.  Lort. 

"  Vol.  I.  page  iii.  There  is  a  '  Bibliotheca  Eruditorum 
pnecocium,'  by  Klefekerua,  at  Hamburg,  171B,  '4to. 

"P.  18.  Of  the  learning  of  women  of  qualityinthoaedaya 
there  is,  I  think,  a  curious  account  in  Aacham's  '  School- 
master,' where  he  speaks  of  the  Lady  Jane  Grey. 

"  P.  37.  Puttenhara's  *  Arte  of  English  Poesy*  I  have. 
Queen  Elizabeth's  *  Sonnet'  X  in  it  is  indeed  a  very  extra- 

*  nue  letter!  in  copied  tiom  the  originals  pmenred  b;  Honce  Wilpote, 
tnd  pnrchued  at  the  Strairberr;  Hill  ule,  April  30,  1B42,  bf  the  Bntith 
Muenm.    The7  now  rorm  Additionel  MSS.  No.  19,587. 

t  Mr.  CninberUnd  died  Mij  11,  1811.  He  publithed  liii  "Memoin" 
in  1B06 ;  from  which  a  good  acconnt  at  him  wm  ibriilged  in  Cbtdinen'i 
Di^oarr.  See  ako  Litenr;  Anecdote*,  VII.  101,  546.  F\Te  letten  of 
Mr.  CnmberUad  to  Mr.  Jnitice  Hardinge  are  printed  in  Literary  lUoitre' 
tiom.  III.  157.  A  character  of  him  will  alao  be  foood,  in  lone  letters  of 
Hr.  Hvdlnga  to  Mr.  Hodford,  in  the  Mme  TOlume  pp.  821-BST ;  with  • 
Latin  and  English  banter  on  him  bj  Mr.  Hardinge,  with  which  Mr.  Com- 
berland,  mistaking  for  «  compliment,  wet  bighljpleosed.  See  Uterarj  IUdi- 
traUons,  toI.  III.  157. 

t  S«e  it  in  <tii«en  Eliubeth'i  ProgrMKt,  2d  edit.  toI.  I.  pp.  9, 10. 
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ordinary  one,  and    on   a  very  extraordinary  occasion. 
Hentzner's  book  I  also  have. 

"P. 40.  Jaiif,es  the  First. — '^he'  BaaiKiKov  ^b>fov,orT^vag 
James's  instructions  to  his  dearest  son  Henry,  the  prince/ 
is  so  rpuch  superior  both  for  matter  and  Ety(e  to  all 
this  king's  other  works,  that  one  would  suspect  be 
had  condescended  to  call  in  some  help  on  the  occa- 
sion. It  is  remarkable  that  this  book  was  reprinted 
in  1682  in  8vo.,  and  said  to  be  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand, with  two  good  heads,  by  R.  White,  of  James  the 
First  and  Prince  Henry.  I  hare  copies  of  the  former  and 
later  editions.  There  is  a  translation  of  the  Psalms  by 
King  James,  in  wliich  he  has  out-Stemholded  Sternhold. 
The  copy  I  have  was  printed  in  163?,  in  8vo.  with  the 
following : — 

■"Chables  I.  Having  caused  this  Translation  of 
the  Psalms  (whereof  our  late  dear  father  was  author]  to  be 
printed,  and  it  being  found  to  be  exactly  and  truly  done, 
we  do  hereby  authorise  the  same  to  be  imprinted,  accord- 
ing to  the  patent  granted  thereupon,  and  do  allow  them  to 
be  sung  in  all  the  churches  in  our  dominions,  recom 
mending  them  to  all  our  good  subjects  for  that  eCTect.' 

"  P.  52.  This  Fuller  was  voted  by  the  Parliament  to  be 
a  notorious  cheat,  and  I  think  his  book  also  contiuned 
these  pretended  letters  of  King  James.  He  was  prose- 
cuted by  the  Altomey-General,  and  whipped  and  pilloried. 

"  P.  82.  in  page  200  of  the  '  Arte  of  English  Poesy'  is  a 
sonnet  of  Lord  Vaux's,  who  is  there  said  to  be  a  man 
qtherwise  of  no  great  learning,  but  having  herein  {in 
poesy)  a  marvellous  facility. 

"  P.  140.  Master  Puttenham,  in  liis  '  Arte  of  English 
Poesy,'  takes  care  to  call  her  the  most  beautiful,  or  rather 
Beiiuty  of  Queens,  p.  20?.  To  this  book  is  prefixed  a 
bad  wooden  cut  of  her  with  this  inscription,  'ji  colei  ehe 
te  sfessa  rastomiff/ia,  if  non  alirui,'  which  that  well- 
known  English  line  exactly  hits  off — '  none  bat  herself 
can  be  her  parallel.' 

"P.  I'lB.  '  IHfEcenas  of  that  accomplished  Offe.' — Hevas 
C)]ancellor  of  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

"  P.  15C.  'His  dispatches  attributed  to  his  secretary 
Cuffe.'  Whoever  has  dipped  into  Cuffc's  book 'Of  the  dif- 
ferences of  the  ages  of  Man's  Life'  will  acquit  him  of 
having  had  much  hand  in  Lord  Essex's  Dispatches,  more 
than  writing  them. 
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«  p.  J65. "'  Publi8}ie4  in  16 1 Q.'— I  s^iould  tjiink  it  must 
hfty^  been  gfililtsbed  soouer.  In  a  book  |  fiaye  (:a}|ed  '  £)ng- 
l^nd'a  P^fiuissus,  pr  the  (^oyoest  ]f  lowers  of  our  ^oderne 
Poets,'  printed  in  1600,  almost  the  whole  Introduction 
o|  tjie  '  MiiTQr  of  Magistrates,?  is  gomman  placed^  with 
t^e  WPt?  of  M.  SadcTille  ^xed  to  it :  which  is  indeed 
the  finest  6ower  i|i  tJiis  npsegay;  and  I  think  may  yet  be 
matched  with  any  in  any  language. 

"  P.  182.  Sir  fkilk  GreviUea  it/c— J  admire  and  sub- 
scribe Vth  all  my  beait  to  this  free,  bold,  and  just  criticism 
on  Sir  Philip  Sidney  and  modern  Chorus's. 

"Vol.II.  page  38.  William  Dtfie <ifDevon^kire.-^~i/^ost of 
the  writii)gs  of  the  d^ke  meqtiptied  here  are  printed  in  the 
*  Ajemoira  of  the  Cavendishes,  by  Dr.  White  fi^ennet ;'  but 
thp  following  elegant  epitaph  on  a  young  lady,  whp  w^  said 
to  be  bis  mistress,  and  I  tnink  also  his  steward's  daughter, 
ia  litdfl  knpwn  : — 

'  Requiescit  hie 

nprs  mqrtalia  M'  A"  C".* 

Obiit  19  Maii  A=  MDCCVI. 

^tat.  19. 

Quod  auperest  ex  alterft  parte  quaere. 

f  f^'Opan^  fpgregiain  pf  fuultis  Ulecebria  omatam 

virtutes  anicni  snper&runt. 

Plpbeiuip  genus  sed  honestuip 

nobilita]^  moruin  dpcoravit, 

supra  ffitatem  si^x, 

supr^  sortem  preesertim  egenis  benigna. 

Inter  ac^nicps  ludos  (in  quibus  ^iquandiu  versata  est) 

verecunda  et  intemerata. 

Post  quatuor  mensium  hinguorem 

a  febri  hectica  correpta 

inteqipestivam  mortein 

forti  peptore  et  Christiana  pietate  snbivit. 

Humanitate  prceditis 

(aiquid  mortem  ^orta^ia  tangunt) 

flebilis, 

amicis  heu  flebilior. 

Dilecdssimis  relliquiis  sacrum 

lapidem  hunc  poni  curavit 

G.D.D.'t 

*  {.  *,  HiriB  Anns  Ctmpioii.  f  (.*.  Qnlielniu  Dux  DnonlR. 

t  Thii  epiUph  i«  not  noticed  in  the  Second  Edition  of  Bishop  Whita 
Kcofiet's  Sermon  on  the  Pukp  a[  DcTonihlre,  "  with  Addition!  bj  tlie 
Author  and  the  Editor,"  (Mr.  Ooiuh},  and  jiabllshed  bj  Mr.  Nteholi,  17*7, 
erd.  ■  ooHoni  norfc,  now  rer;  ii%Tf r   See  Ucnrf  Anecdotct,  VI.  333. 
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"  P.  106. 1  haTc  a  small  volume  of  Letters  of  Lord  Shaf- 
teabury'a  to  a  young  Clergyman,  and  to  Mr.  Moleswortb, 
neatly  printed  in  17^6,  but  I  know  not  whether  published 
or  not. 

"  114.  In  1702  was  published  a  translation  of  Demos- 
thenes'  Oljmthian  and  Fhilippick  Orations  hyseveral  hands. 
This,  I  have  heard,  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Lord 
Somers,  who  is  also  supposed  ta  have  translated  the  very 
large  Historical  Preface  of  Tourreil  prefixed  to  them. 

"  126.  The  first  Olynthian  in  this  book  is  said  to  be 
translated  hy  the  Earl  of  Peterborough. 

"  128.  The  second  by  Mr.  George  GrenviUe. 
*'  138.  I  have  a  pamphlet,  called  '  A  Letter  to  the  Elz- 
aminer,'  suggesting  proper  heads  for  the  vindicating  his 
Masters,  1714.     In  the  title  page  of  which  somebody  has 
written,  '  By  Robert  Walpole,  Esq.' 

"  The  late  Lord  Barrington  was  author  of  more  than  one 
work. 

"  In  a  copy  of  the  '  History  of  the  Life  of  Christ,*  trans- 
lated by  Dupin,  8vo.  1705,  at  the  end  of  the  Advertise- 
ment to  the  Reader  somebody  has  written  '  Damaris, 
Lady  Masham.' 

"In  the  Library  of  Trin.  Coll.  Camh.  is  a  hook  with  this 
title  (D.  10,  42)  '  The  Ascente  of  the  Soul,  or  David's 
Mount  towards  God's  House,  being  Paraphrases  on  the 
15  Psalms  of  Degrees,  written  in  Italian,  by  the  Illustrious 
Qio  Francisco  Loredano,  a  noble  Venetian,  1656,  ren- 
dered into  EngUah  Anno  Dom.  1665.  Lond.  1681/  foL 

'*  In  one  of  the  blank  pages  is  this  MS.  inscription ; 
'  Prsnobilis  Dominus  Colerane  Librum  hunc,  a  seipso 
cum  in  Itelia  peregre  vixit  Anglice  redditum,  Coll.  Ss.  et 
Individ.  Trinitatis  Cantab,  humillime  offert.' 

"  There  is  a  second  part  of  this  book,  called  'La  Scala 
Santa,  or  a  Scale  of  Devotions  Musical  and  Gradual, 
being  Descants  on  the  15  Psalms  of  Degrees  in  Metre, 
with  contemplations  and  collects  upon  them  in  prose, 
1670.'  This  part  is  dedicated  to  the  most  illustrions 
and  serenest  Stella,  and  has  a  copy  of  English  and 
another  of  Latin  verses  prefixed,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  learned  author.  The  first  part  is  dedicated  to  the 
most  honoured  Lucinda.  They  have  each  an  emblema- 
tical frontispiece  prefixed  as  unintelligible  as  the  books 
themselves,  designed  by  the  author,  liavmg  his  cypher,  HC 
det^n.  and  baron's  coronet.  The  first  is  fairly  engraved 
by  Faithome,  who,  as  Mr.  Walpole  obaerresj  Traa  an  ex- 
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oellent  engraver  vhen  he  took  pains.  Had  he  met  Tith  the 
encouragement  which  some  of  the  famous  French  engravers 
of  bis  time  did,  I  believe  he  might  have  distinguished 
himself  as  highly  in  his  profession.  I  have  some  heads 
engraved  by  him  with  great  strength  and  boldness,  and 
others  with  amazing  delicacy  and  neatness.  But  he,  as 
well  aa  Hollar,  worked  for  bookaellers." 

Ma.  LoBT  to  the  HoK.  Horacb  Walpols. 
"  Sib,  Trin.  Col.  Cmb.,  Feb.  7, 1760. 

"  The  few  remarks  which  occurred  to  me  upon  the  pe- 
mtal  of  your  book,  and  which  I  took  the  liberty  of 
desiring  Mr,  Cumberland  to  communicate  to  you,  were 
but  a  small  return  for  the  pleasure  and  information  which 
I  had  received  therefrom ;  and,  as  I  doubt  not  but  that 
moat  of  them  may  have  long  before  this  time  been  made 
by  yourself  or  friends,  I  must  therefore  attribute  the 
genteel  manner  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  ao 
knowlei^  the  receipt  of  them  more  to  your  politeness 
and  can£d  interpretation  of  the  intentions  of  the  writer 
than  to  any  merit  or  novelty  of  theirs.  This,  indeed,  I 
ought  to  have  done  much  sooner,  but  I  bad  mislaid  a 
paper  that  contained  some  further  intelligence  which  I 
nao  met  with  since  I  sent  the  former  to  Mr.  Cumberland  ; 
and  I  was  willing,  sir,  to  find  something  more  to  put  in 
my  letter  than  bare  acknowledgments  of  your  politeness. 

"  Xiadv  Maaham,  I  find,  was  no  peeress.  I  did  not  know 
before  she  was  among  the  long  list  of  supposed  writers, 
both  male  and  female,  of  '  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man ; ' 
yet,  if  I  could  be  brought  to  think  that  manly  performance 
could  have  flowed  ^m  a  female  pen,  I  would  as  soon 
give  the  credit  of  it  to  Lady  Masham  as  any  other  of  her 
sez;  not  so  much  because  she  was  Dr.  Cudworth's 
daughter,  as  because  she  was  Mr.  Locke's  acquaintance 
and  friend :  but  chronology  is  against  this.  However,  as 
this  lady  has  no  pretensions  ftom  her  rank  to  be  intro- 
duced to  you,  I  must  therefore  endeavour  to  supply  her 
place  with  another,  whose  existence  you  have  indeed 
disputed,  but  to  which  I  will  beg  leave  to  restore  her ; 
and  she  is  no  other  than  Lord  Berkeley's  Lady  Harmonia, 
who  was  one  of  the  numerous  and  justly-celebrated 
ofispring  of  Richard  the  first  Earl  of  Cork,  being  hia 
favourite  daughter,  married  to  the  £arl  of  Warwick.    She 
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died  in  167t(,  when  her  funeral  sannon  wu  preachod  by 
Dr.  A.  Walker,  who  has  annexed  to  it  ttie  very  letter  m 
Lord  Berkeley  printed  at  the  end  of  his  Lordship'i  '  Hia- 
torical  Applications  ; '  ao  that  there  remains  no  doubt  of 
this  book  being  his,  and  this  letter  being  hera,  TiM 
preacher,  I  think,  has  also  famished  us  with  a  hint  to  ex- 

C'  ■  1  the  propriety  of  Lord  Berkeley's .  styling  her  the 
y  Harmonia ;  for,  after  a  laboured  panegyric  on  her 
virtues,  he  owns  she  had  two  faults, — 'excess  of  charity,' 
and  '  defect  of  anger.'  Tet,  still  this  letter  perhaps  may 
not  be  thought  sufficient  to  rank  her  among  the  authoreases. 
Let  me  therefore  found  her  claim  on  '  Oooasional  Medi- 
tations upon  several  Subjects,  with  pious  Refiectioos  upon 
several  Scriptures,  by  the  Right  Honourable  Mary 
Countess  Dowager  of  Warwick.  Lond.  1678.' 

'"These  Meditations  are  much  in  the  stnun  and  ityle 
of  her  brother's,  Mr.  Robert  Boyle.  I  should  have  bean 
mnch  better  pleased  if  she  had  nnished  what  Dr.  Walker 
gives  the  following  account  of: — 

'  I  cannot  say  that  she  bad  resolved  to  write  her 
fkther's  life  ;  but  I  can  and  do  affirm  she  had  it  in  delib»- 
ration,  and  had  considerable  materials  and  collections,  many 
of  which  she  had  discoursed  and  read  to  me,  and  giTen 
me  the  favour  to  read  myself.' 

'*  I  imagine,  Sir,  you  have  not  seen  Lord  Capel'i  book. 
It  was  first  published  in  4to.  1654,  unda  the  title  of 
'  Daily  Observations,  or  Meditations  Divine  and  Moral, 
written  by  a  Person  of  Honour.'  This  edition  I  have ; 
and  s  second  in  1689,  in  I!3mo.  entitled  'Excellent  Con- 
templations, Divine  and  Moral,  written  by  the  magnani- 
mous and  truly-loyal  I^ord  Capel ;  with  several  letters  to 
different  persons,  and  his  pious  advice  to  his  son  the  lata 
£arl  of  Essex.'  This  copy  of  mine  was  a  gift  of  the 
Duchess  Dowager  of  Beaufort  (Lord  Capel's  daughter) 
to  Francis  Loutthorpe,  1710,  and  has  the  names  of  tha 
persons  written  to  whom  the  letters  are  addressed.  Among 
others  is  a  long  one  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  dated  from  the 
Tower,  Jan.  15,  lfi48,  being  a  very  spirited  remonstranoe 
(not  perhaps,  in  his  circuoa stances,  a  very  prudent  one) 
against  the  very  extraordinary  measures  which  were  then 

?oing  to  be  tucen  against  tne  King.  In  this  letter  to 
!romwell  he  subscribes  himself  '  your  most  afiectionatB 
friend ; '  vet,  perhaps,  this  friend,  or  rather  this  lettM* 
fautened  him  to  the  block  the  March  foUowing. 
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"  I  teke  the  lilwrty  of  Bending  you  the  pamphlet  which,  you 
will  find,  somebody  has  aaaribed  to  Mr.  Robert  Walpole. 
Whether  justly  or  noti  you,  sir,  will  be  best  able  to  determine. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  faithful  serrMit,  Michael  IiOBT.'^ 

"  SiB^  Trin.  CoU.  Cunb.,  Feb.  25.  1760. 

"  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  the  18th,  there  is  a  short 
relation  of  the  estate  of  Virginia  drawn  up  by  Lord  Dela- 
ware, published  in  Purchaa's  Pilgiims,  toI.  ir.  p.  176^;  and 
the  same  I  think,  but  curtailed,  in  Smith's  '  History  of 
Vii^nia,'  foL  1636,  p.  106.  I  suppoaa  it  may  originally 
have  been  printed  by  itself. 

"  I  know  nothing  of  the  other  book  ascribed  to  Lord 
Chandoa ;  *  bat  that,  I  see,  is  in  the  Bodleian  Catalogue, 
which  very  often  ascribes  the  author's  name  to  an  anony- 
mous piece,  but  I  find  it  baa  not  to  this. 

"  The  celebrated  ballad  of '  Christ's  Kirk  of  the  Green/, 
written  by  King  James  the  Fifth,  was  pubhshed  at  Ox- 
ford in  4ta,  1695,  by  £.  G.  viz.  Edmund  Gibson,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  London,  with  a  glossary  and  a  preface, 
which  is  a  defence  of  the  Maoaronick  and  this  kind  of 
writing,  or  rather  of  the  Dulce  at  detipiire  in  loco. 

"  There  is  a  posthumous  piece  of  Lord  Grey's,  being  an 
aceount  of  the  plot  in  which  he  was  concerned,  published 
I  think  not  many  years  ago. 

"As  I  live  here,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  books  and  cata- 
logues, and  you  may  have  perceived,  sir,  tore  to  tumble 
them  over,  any  queries  that  you  shall  at  any  time  be 
pleased  to  favour  me  with  I  will  do  my  best  endeavour  to 
return  as  satisfactory  an  answer  as  I  can ;  being,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  M.  Lort." 

"  Sl«,  Wlndmr,  Jnlj;  Yl,  1780. 

"  Having  left  college  on  a  summer's  excursion,  your 
favour  of  the  25th  inst.  was  forwarded  to  me  at  this  place. 
Tou  did  me  great  honour,  and  gave  me  much  pleasure,  in 
your  kind  acceptance  and  approbation  of  the  Sermon  f 
which  I  took  the  liberty  of  aendmg  you.  It  contains  the  real 
sentiments  of  my  heart,  without  disguise  or  flattery  {  and 

*  "  Hone  SnbuciTK  i  Obtemtimu  and  Diacounca.    Lond.  1630." 
a,  1760,  being  the  AonlTeriar 
Moutblj  Sovtew,  xiiil.  336.  ' 
2  m2 
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flt  their  execution,  as  the  cause  of  his  being  imprisoned 
utd  gued.  Thii  may  have  been,  but  then  he  waa  also 
fined  and  imprisoned  for  such  a  eonferenoe  at  Tyburn  with 
Weaton,  executed  there  for  the  murder  of  Overbury,  when 
Arthur  Wilaon  inform*  ua  that,  out  of  Aiendihip  to  Somer- 
aet,  he  urged  Weaton  to  deny  his  confeasion.  Bir  John's 
thai  ie  in  the  first  volume  of  the  State  Trials ;  and  there 
it  appears  that  it  was  upon  this  occasion  Sir  £.  Coke  bolted 
out  ttiat  dumay  parody — 

'  Et  qaa  Unte  Mt  r^ani  tibl  c&iua  TUendl.' 

"  I  will  only  repeat.  Sir,  that  you  may  use  your  own 
leisure  in  looking  over  these  papers ;  and  beg  you  will 
believe  me  to  be  your  obedient  servant,        M.  Loar," 

'•  Vnm  Hr.  Thnle'i,  BWr  Soetlwtd  Yard,  WUtduOI, 

"  Feb.  4,  irrs. 
"  Mr.  liort  presei^ta  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  Walptde, 
and  begs  leave  to  recommend  the  little  book  that  acooea- 
panies  this  to  bis  perusal,  supposing  it  may  not  yet  have 
fallen  in  his  way,  It  contains  some  curious  anecdotes  of 
different  people  little  known  to  the  generoUty  of  the 
worid,  and  which  perhaps  may  deserve  to  be  bcttw  known, 
more  especially  such  as  regard  the  Admirable  Crtnghio*,  of 
whom  Mr.  Lort  has  collected  some  furtfaw  putjcularv, 
which  Mr.  Walpole  may  command  whenever  be  jdeaaea.'* 

"  Hod.  Mr.  Horace  Wdpole." 

•'  Old  Brad  UrMt,  M*  »,  mi. 

"Mr.  Lort  presents  Us  compliments  and  thanks  to  Mr. 
Walpole  for  the  printed  copy  of  the  little  poems,  which 
he  would  have  done  sooner,  but  that  he  has  been  a^  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  picked  up  the  little  book  that  aceompA- 
nies  this,  iu  which,  p.  412,  is  the  curious  case  of  the  in- 
cestuous marriage,  which,  if  it  was  not  originally  started  in 
and  borrowed  from  the  Q.  of  Navarre's  novel^  was  p«>- 
bably  framed  by  some  curious  casuist  in  order  to  be  mooted 
among  his  hrethren.  It  is  also  said  to  be  in  a  tract  of 
Luther's.  The  book  is  much  at  Mr.  WalpoU's  swio^  if 
he  chooses  to  keep  it." 

"  Hod.  Hr.  Hortu  Wi^de." 

"Sib,    _  01dBawlStiaet,Juwll,|T1«. 

"  lie  Sodety  of  Antit^uaries  having  republished  mum 
of  Vertae's  Historical  Fnnts,  all  of  whicE  probablf  yqn 
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ilnwdy  baT«>  it  has  >o  happened  thit  I  have  fortunately 
met  vitb  Van  Voflrst^s  onpiud  print  of  ChiirlM  I.  and  his 
QuecB ;  aod,  on  cotapuring  it  with  what  ha*  hitharto  been 
■U|q>OMd  to  be  Vertua'a  copy,  I  &id  the  impressionB  to 
bfl  from  tlw  WRia  plate,  amy  retouched  by  Vertuej  who 
faM  totally  opaitted  Voarst'e  name ;  and,  though  indeed  he 
bM  only  added  excudit  to  his  own,  yet  still  ^is  is  a  pro- 
widiog  I  knoT  not  how  to  reconcile  witji  the  velL-known 
CMidour  of  that  honeat  an^pwer. 

"  l(  you  have  Yoenfe  print,  be  pleaaad  to  compare  it 
witb  Verta«'a  i  if  not,  I  will  send  you  mine  if  you  desire  it. 

"  I  wn,  xt,  your  faithful  aemuit,  U.  Lobt, 

"  P.S.  In  the  Minutes  of  the  Society  I  find  this  entry  :■•— 
*  6  March,  1734,  The  R«v.  Mr.  Freeman,  present  at 
th«  jJe^irB  of  Mr.  Vertue,  brought  a  print  of  Charies  t. 
and  hia  Qoeea,  from  a  painting  of  Viodylw,  eograrad  by 
£.  Van  Voant,  16S4.' 

"  Km,  Hr.  H.  Wtlpola,  Arilagtoii  BtrMt." 

"  014  Bond  6tn«t,  Jalj  10,  17TS. 

*'  Mr*  Lort  i<  juri  i^unied  from  Cambridge,  and  findi 
Mrr  Walpola's  card  and  the  pjcturea ;  for  both  which  he 
returns  his  thanks.  Mr,  Lort  will  endeavour  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Wajp^  fu-morrov  morning,  hot  begs  Mr.  Walpole 
will  not  p4t  himself  to  any  inocmvenienoe  by  staying  at 
IlonM  Qu  tJtat  aocoont }  a«  in  thj^t  case  Mr-  hoft  wiU  tftke 
901IW  otW  c^^OTbjnity." 

"  014  Bond  Street,  Angut  1, 1776, 

"  Mr*  hort  sends  his  compUmeots  to  Mr.  Walpole,  with 
4i*  print  of  WilsQl)  the  I^nter ;  also  the  pnnts  of  St. 
Foul's  Crosa,  with  the  collegtions  qiade  for  an  historical 
account  thereof,  which  are  much  at  Mr.  Walpole'a  service 
U)  staks  whatevff  use  he'pleaaea  of." 

••  Old  Bond  Stieet,  Aa^tt£,  1776. 
"  Mr,  I^rt  aends  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  Walpole,  and 
informs  him  he  baa  laid  aside,  for  some  little  time  at 
lawt,  bis  intention  of  going  to  France,  He  has  just  re- 
oeired  •  letter  ^om  Mr.  Wuldilove,  at  Madrid,  who  says, 
'  To  Mr,  Walpolfi's  query  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
bai^  of  no  painter  of  the  name  of  Muntz.  The  picture 
No,  9  by  Titian,  p.  99  of  King  Charles  the  Firaf  s  Cats- 
liMVe^  H>  in  the  Yvatn'  cb«pter-ro<w  at  (be  ^uifJ,   Tlw 
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picture  being  fixed  to  the  vall,  the  marlcB  mentioned 
cannot  be  examined ;  but  as  the  measures  correspond,  and 
the  subject  is  particular,  I  may  venture  to  say  I  am  not 
mistaken.  Please  to  ask  him  of  his  information  concern- 
ing the  Cartoons.  To  a  Spaniard  that  asked  me  some 
questions  about  them,  I  gave  Mr.  Walpole's  account ;  bat 
the  Abb^  Pons  may  think  himself  more  concerned  in  the 
credit  of  H.  H.  D.  than  I  am,  and  observed  that  relation 
could  not  be  true  (see  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  vol.  ii.  p.  54), 
for  the  fine  tapestry  nf  the  Cartoons  is  now  at  Rome,  and 
annually  hung  up  for  the  day  of  Corsini.  The  Duke  of  Alv« 
has  at  Madrid  another  copy  of  that  very  same  tapestry,' 
"  Hon.  Mr.  Horace  Volpole." 

"  Dbar  Sib,  Old  Bond  Street,  Angiut,  7, 1776. 

"  As  I  go  to  Cambridge  to-morrow,  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  wait  on  you  as  I  wished  to  do.  The  papers  abont  Paal's 
Cross  are  mere  memorandums,  which,  without  consider- 
able additions,  I  suspect  are  scarce  worthy  to  be  printed  ; 
but  as  I  do  not  look  upon  them  any  longer  as  mine,  nor 
desire  ever  to  have  them  considered  as  such,  I  therefore 
beg  you  will  press  or  suppress  them  when  and  how  you 
shall  think  proper. 

"  Some  time  this  winter  you  desired  that,  when  I  should 
write  to  Madrid,  1  would  inquire  whether  Muntx,  who 
wrote  on  Encaustic  Painting,  was  or  had  been  there,  I 
suppose  I  mentioned  your  name  as  the  inquirer,  and  I 
suppose  also  that  Mr.  Waddilove  has  taken  occasion  from 
thence  to  refer  to  something  in  the  Anecdotes  of  Painting, 
which,  not  having  the  book  by  me,  I  did  not  perfectly  on- 
derstand ;  and  so  I  sent  you  the  whole  passage.  And  I 
will  now  take  an  opportunity  -  of  adding  another  relative 
to  the  arts  of  Painting,  &c. 

"  'The  premiums  offered  here  (at  Madrid)  do  more 
honour  to  the  country  than  any  performances  they  have 
produced.  Carmona  is  a  very  good  engraver ;  Prieto  has 
cut  some  seals  and  medals  tolerably  well.  Bayen,  an 
AiTBgonese,  and  Mailla,  a  Yalentian,  are  king's  painters, 
and  not  contemptible  ones.  Mengs  is  here  at  present,  and 
has  now  finished  a  new  ceiling  in  the  new  palace.  He 
goes  soon  to  Rome,  and  probably  will  not  return  hither, 
mough  the  king  favours  him  much,  and  he  has  large  ap- 
pointments ;  but  his  merit  is  unknown  to  the  grandees. 
They  consider  punting  as  a  mere  mechanical  art^  and 
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TOiild  pay  just  KB  mach  attention  to  a  house  or  8u;n- 
punter.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  one  femily  that  nas 
ever  employed  him  on  any  historical  subject,  and  only  tvo 
for  portraits.  The  first  landscapes  are  now  engraving 
here ;  they  are  some  views  of  Arranjuez.' 

"  Dr.  Maty*  being  dead,  his  son,  who  is  chaplain  to 
Lord  Stortnontjis  expected  over;  and,  as  I  was  to  rely  upon 
him  for  protection  and  direction,  I  therefore  have  for  the 
present  suspended  my  journey  thither ;  but  if  he  returns 
thither  before  the  middle  of  September,  I  hope  to  accom- 
pany him.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  go  northwards,  this 
hot  weather,  and  visit  Chatsworth  and  Hardwicke. 

"  I  remain.  Sir,  your  fiuthful  servant,  M.  Lort." 

"  Dbab  Sib,  OU  Bond  street,  June  W,  ITTS. 

"  I  send  you  a  paper  upon  Celta,t  the  only  merit  of 
which  is  the  collecting  all  their  various  forma,  and  what 
has  been  said  about  them,  and  thus  giving  others  a  better 
chance  of  giving  something  better  on  the  subject.  With  it 
you  will  find  some  curious  papers,  dispersed  among  the 
Catholics,  of  which  I  have  also  sent  our  friend  Cole  a 
set 

"  I  have  lately  picked  up  the  following  work,  '  Dis- 
courses useful  for  the  vain  modish  Lames  and  their 
Gallants.  By  the  Rt.  Honble.  Francis  Lord  Viscoant 
Shannon.'  8vo.  1696.  If  not  in  yo\ir  collection,  it  is  very 
much  at  your  service.  There  is  an  odd  dedication  in  it 
to  the  Duchess  of  Northomberland.  I  hope  very  soon  to 
pay  my  respects  to  yon  at  Strawberry  Hill ;  and  am.  Sir, 
your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT." 
"  Dbab  Sir,  old  Bond  Stnet,  Jolr  20,  I7T8. 

"  I  send  you  '  Clubbe's  Physiognomy,'  with  Hogartii's 
prin^  which  I  beg  your  acceptance  of;  as,  also,  of  Sir 
Anthony  Shirley's  Travels,  I  find  I  have  of  HogEirth's  in 
my  collection  at  Cambridge  the  following,  which  I  think 
are  not  in  yours  ;  viz.  '  Battle  of  the  Pictures,*  a  receipt 
print  J  Frontispieces  to  English  translation  of  *  Moliere's 
L'Avare  et  Le  Cocti  imaginaire,'  and  the  '  Surrey  Won- 
der, or  a  second  print  of  Mary  Tofts.*     Some  others  I 
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hare  harq  which  hftre  thfl  wpptwoBti  trf  hmag  Uogtrth**, 
Rnd  which  I  wiih  to  tscartaia — thevefoM  atnd  them  to  y^ou 
to  Uwk  ftt,  I  bare  seen  it  lomswhora  neplioiifil  U  print 
tliAt  hfi  publiahod  a  print  of  Father  Qirard  aiui  MiM 
Cadiere.* 

"  So  much  for  Hogarth.  As  to  OhattertOD>  I  Sni  I 
wa  help  you  to  soms  datei  for  your  IfarratiTf),t  firom 
Diuooranduiua  I  took  at  Briatal  laat  ytu,  whw  Mr. 
9arrett  shewed  me  part  of  the  two  fiik  lettara  wbid) 
ChattfiTton  wnt  to  you.  Ilia  first  is  dated  Marah  96, 
1769,  whan  he  sent  the  second  printed  Eclogue, '  Bit^wni 
of  lyons  heart  to  fight  ia  eone,'  and  says,  "Tfaay  wnrs 
specimens  of  poetry  found  in  EUddiff  Cbunh,  about 
1631  (1731,  as  I  supposs),  by  Rowley,  who  was  a  great 
herahl  and  antuiuanan,  but  a  much  groater  port ; — and 
that  it  would  do  honour  to  any  parson  to  patronise  hia 
works,  and  to  fct  then  pnaCed.' 

»  The  w«md  letter  is  dated  Manh  80w  Tb»  itb- 
troduetoiy  part  here  ma  mt  oS,  ha^  nuH«  apecuuaa 
w^a  aent.  He  o^xa  to  transoriba  the  irtuda  aal  said 
tham  i  Tiiibes  Mr.  Horaaa  WalpMe  would  invesiuata  dw 
antiquity  of  the  Viohn,  having  observed  an  old  ^ure  of 
a  man  playing  on  one  in  Briattd  CathedvaL  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  having  made  b<»q4  objections  to  the  aaAentaaite  of 
th«  poems,  Mr.  Barr^  drew  up  an  answer,  whitdi  Chat' 
tertoB  did  in  part  adopt,  but  never  aent.  Deaina  Mr. 
Walpi^  would  sand  the  MSS.  to  the  *To«n  and  Gountojr 
Magaains,'  if  not  approved. 

"  So  iw  ttom  my  BUownuidums,  written  down  after  a 
cursory  inspection  of  the  papers  at  Mr.  Baifatfa.  I 
conld  wi^  much  to  know  what  those  specimens  were  that 
he  sent  to  you.  From  a  not*  ia  page  204  of  the  printed 
bosk,  it  ahould  seem  that  a  b^lad  on  Charity  ma  one ; 
but  your  notion  of  his  shifting  the  data  after  he  had 
applied  to  ypq«  ia  aertaioly  not  w^  founded)  for  it 
appears  that  he  bad  on  the  4tb  of  Maroh,  17tl^  ecait  ft 
htUe  thing  to  the*  Town  and  Countiy  MagasoM*  v^  1S6)( 
which  is  as  follows  t— < 
'Sib, 

*As  you  mention  in  your  Ust  that  Henry  IL  iatroi 

*  "  MMttoir  rf  MIm  Utrj.ilM.tim*iM  CaMMt  tat  ftaiwr  t— I,  Jwh." 
Bto.  Lond.  1T31.— "  Sn  Cw«  t««iait  tbt  imait  Vdfcv  i*h>  ImSU 
C4rwd,kkMnn9^p»BtM(HlteUaPiiUu«tt«(Ak."  tn.  Umi.fm. 

t  SeelNKiftcr, p.!" 
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dnoed  the  iTM»  called  Coort-manlla,  the  foUowinR  copy 
of  a  manuscript,  written  three  hundred  yean  ago,  by  one 
BowUyt  ft  monk,  concerning  the  uid  dreifl,  may  not  be 
unMceptftble. 

'  Brighhike*  harienga  ymade  Seyncts  Bshlirynnss  t 
dupela  ynto  a  hoiue,  Kyngo  Hame  Seounda*,  in  hia 
yingt  daiH  mu  there  toughta ;  yn  the  walls  of  Myde  house 
va*  an  ymagerie  t  of  a  Sazonne  Ab-thane,  }  orabbatclia 
Twroogfatsnne,  H  with  a  mantille  of  estate,  wbyobc  yings 
nanie  entbonghtea  to  bee  moche  ^  fyncr  dresBB  thanna 
hys.  Causeynge  the  satne  to  be  qnaentissen**  yn  elengeft 
selke  and  orDderiflt  U  thus  oame  eourte  dmse  firem  a 
boyatODi  ymagerie." 

*  And  in  another  manusoript,  written  by  Rowley,  it  is 
said— 

'  Biebardus$§  abba(»  of  Sayncta  Aagastyses  dyd  wear 
%  oMiitalla  bttngad  mth  jJHbigbtaa,  and  plated  aylTor  altar 
eonrta  £uhyon. 

'  I  rctnaini  Sir,  your  bumble  serrant,  D.  B.' 

"  Ib  aereral  other  following  introductions,  the  same 
date  u  asaeited;  nor  can  I  discorer  any  inconsistency  or 
e<mtrafietion  in  any  of  these  different  accounts,  which  I 
have  eempared  with  that  Tiew. 

**  What  he  wrote  to  you  about  bis  getting  the  poems 
from  another  person,  he  asserted  also  at  first  to  Messrs. 
Barrett  and  Cstcott.  Ha  said  he  was  engaged  by  a  gen- 
tleman to  compose  love  verses  to  his  mistress,  and  also 
era|)leyed  by  Mm  to  transcribe  &om  old  manuscripts  the 
ancient  poems,  of  which  he  exhibited  the  copies  to  Messrs. 
Barrett  and  Catoott.  This  prevented  their  being  much 
sorpriaed  at  not  seeing  the  originals,  though,  at  the  pressr 
ing  solicitations  of  Mr.  Barrett,  he  did  af^  some  t^me 
produce  one  or  two  vellum  leaves. 

"  From  the  Minute  Book  of  Hie  Society  of  Aotiqawfes, 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Theobald  exhibited  an  account  of 
various  ornaments  given  by  Mr.  William  Canning  to  the 
Vicar  and  Procurators  of  Reddiff  Church,  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1470.  This  curiosity  was  said  to  have  been  an 
extract  of  a  book  belonging  to  St.  Mary  Redcliff  Church 

*  Ab  Ai^to-BMOB  otri.  t   In  Bibtol. 
t    aiita*.  I    Zui. 

i    BMtwttraMdfc  S  Moch, 

*•  De»Uea  or  imittted.  tt  Foragn. 

-" Hi»ll49. 
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at  Bristol,  and  to  have  been  found  in  the  cabinet  of  Jobn 
Browning,  Esq. 

"  That  honesty  is  the  best  policy  can  scarce  be  more 
strongly  exemplified  than  from  the  conduct  end  fate  of 
Chatterton.  Had  he  nut  aimed  at  these  impositions  upon 
all  mankind, — for  it  does  not  appear  that  he  made  any  per- 
son privy  to  them, — but  had  exhibited  his  compositions  as 
imitations  of  ancient  bards,  and  appeared  in  his  own  pro- 
per character ;  there  is  no  doubt  out  that  he  would  hare 
met  with  that  patronage  which  might  in  time  have  pro- 
duced something  very  extraordinary. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT." 

"  DsAB  Sir,  old  Bond  StiMt,  July  S9,  177B. 

"  On  my  return  here  I  found  a  copy  of  Chatterton's 
poems,*  sent  me  as  a  present  from  the  publishers.  Fielding 
and  Walker,  with  a  note,  b^ging  I  would  commiinicate 
any  poems  I  might  have  of  Chatterton's  for  a  future  edi- 
tion ;  and  mentioning  that  they  had  been  encouraged  by 
Mr.  Steevens  to  solicit  my  patronage.  I  thought  it  might 
be  of  use  to  you  to  know  Uns ;  which  is  all  at  present,  from, 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  servant,  M.  Lort. 

"  P.S.  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  this  application,  at  leaat 
for  the  present,  and  till  I  return  from  Cambridge. 
"  Hon.  Hr.  Horace  Wtlpole,  StnwbeiTT  Hill." 

"  DbAB  Sib,  OU  Bond  Street,  Sept.  4,  llJi. 

"  I  was  very  sorry  on  my  arriv^  here  yesterday  to  find 
I  had  missed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  having  called  in 
Arlington  Street  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  you  had 
left  it.  If  you  should  be  in  town  next  week  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  another  summons,  as  I  think  it  probabls 
Uiat  I  shall  be  here  a  great  part  of  the  week. 

*'I  see  Mr.  George  Catcott  stands  forth  in  the  GentMag. 
for  last  month  (p.  347),  an  advocate  for  the  authentidty  of 
Rowley's  poems,  against  Mr.  Warton's  assertions. 

"  He  says  that,  to  his  knowledge,  Chatterton  knew 
nothing  of  Latin;  and  if  so,  he  could  not  read  and  under- 
stand Skinner's  Glossary,  as  Mr.  Tyrwhyt  asserts;  but  his 
will,  which  I  have  in  my  possession,  proves  the  contrary. 

"  There  is  said  to  be  a  poem  of  Homer's,  of  above  500 
lines,  found  in  the  royal  library  at  Moscow,  of  which  a  Dutch 
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{rofessor,  Ruhnkenius,  has  a  copy,  and  means  to  publish  it, 
t  is  a  Hymn  to  Ceres,*  mentioned  by  Pausamas,  and  a 
fev  lines  quoted  b;  hin^.     Possibly  this  also  may  be  a 
forgery,  to  amnse  the  literati  in  this  age  of  fo^riea. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  servant,         M.  Lobt. 
'<  Hon.  Mr.  Walpole,  Strtwberrr  HiU." 

"  Dbab  Sir,  C»mbria«,  Jm.  II,  1779. 

*'  The  inclosed  letter  is  from  Mr,  Wadduove  at  Madridf 
relative  to  the  pictures  there  which  may  have  been  Charles 
the  First's.  Any  other  queriea  on  this  or  any  other  sub- 
ject that  may  be  in  Mr.  Waddilove's  power  to  answer,  I 
dare  say  he  will  with  pleasure  receive. 

"  When  I  was  in  town  the  latter  end  of  November,  1 
called  in  ArlingtonStreet,  and  was  sorry  to  find  that  youweie 
confined  to  your  room;  I  hope  this  has  long  ceased  to  be  the 
case,  though  it  has  lately  been  mine.  The  new  year  came  in 
very  blustering,  and  h^  laid  me  up  with  the  rhenmatism> 
which,  however,  is  not  very  acute;  so  that  by  a  padent 
snbmission  to  a  short  quarantine  I  shall  hope  to  come 
abroad,  and  get  to  London,  which  I  want  macb  to  do. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  servant,     "  M.  Lobt, 

"  P.S.  I  hear  great  things  of  Mr.  Swinburne's  account 
of  Spain,  now  in  the  press,  with  many  cuts  of  the  Moorish 
buildings. 
"  Hon.  Mr.  Walpole,  ArlingtoD  Str«et.' 

'■  Old  Bond  Streat,  Mtj  18, 1779. 

"  Mr,  Lort's  compliments  to  Mr.  Walpole,  and  has  sent 
two  books  for  his  inspection ;  also  a  drawing  by  Mr. 
Tyson,  which  this  gentleman  means  as  a  free-wm  offering 
to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  and  wishes  to  submit  to  Mr. 
Walpole'a  criticism. 

*'  Mr.  Grimm  is  engaged  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
for  70/.  to  make  a  drawing  of  the  old  picture  at  Windsor 
Castle,  which  exhibits  the  Embarkation  of  Henry  VIIL 
for  Calai8,t  and  which,  when  engraved,  is  to  be  a  compa- 
nion to  the  Drap  d'Or. 

"  The  proposals  for  Poems  are  by  Mrs.  Penny,!  whose 
husband  being  lately  dead  she  is  left  in  great  distress,  for 

*  Thi*  Tilntble  and  bMatifut  Hymn  wu  pnblitbed  by  Frofeuor  Robii- 
kcniiu  of  LeydiD,  and  lince  by  othen,  dUcorend  by  —  M«tUK, 

t  TU*  pictnn  i«  now  at  Hunphin  Coort,  ud  bu  kUly  boon  copied  for 
he  KloK  of  the  Fronch. 

t  "Fmiiu,  with  ■  DnmaUc  Entntaionent.  Br  ****  •••«  [Hn. 
tmjl  iVh  im,''    S«e  MontUy  Bcrivw,  XLTII.  79. 
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the  relief  of  whieh  her  friends  have  adopted  this  mediod. 
A  poem  of  hera  upon  Strawberry  Hill  was  once  preaented 
to  Mr.  Walpole  hy  Mr.  Franco.;,* 
'<  Hon.  Ur.  Valpob." 

"  Dear  Sib,  Loafaa,  Jqm  >,  17». 

"  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  accept  your 
kind  itiritation  to  Strawberry  Hill. 

"  In  the  GrenL  Mag.  for  laat  month  there  is  lomething 
about  the  Arundel  Marbles,  as  I  believe  from  Jodga 
Blackatone,  if  he  can  be  supposed  to  turn  the  Earl  of 
Arundel  into  a  Duke  of  Norfolk.* 

"  The  inclosed  manuscript  I  think  vou  will  be  glad  to 
see  J  if  you  can  add  to  the  notes  and  lUuatrations,  which 
are  by  Sir  John  CuUum,  it  will  return  more  valuabla  to» 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  lerrant,  M.  Lort.'' 

Mk.  Walfolb  to  Db.  Lobt. 

"  StnwbcRT  Hill,  Jum  4, 17TS. 

''  I  am  aorry,  my  dear  Sir,  you  could  not  let  me  have 
the  pleasure  of  your  company,  out  I  own  you  have  pardy, 
not  entirely,  made  amends  oy  the  sight  of  the  curious 
manuscript,  which  I  return  you,  with  your  other  book  of 
Inaugurations. 

"  The  sight  of  the  manuscript  was  particularly  wel- 
come to  me,  because  the  long  visitt  of  Henry  VI.  and  his 
uncle  Gloucester  to  St.  Edmund's  Bury  accounts  for 
those  altar  tablets  that  I  bought  out  of  Mr,  Ives's  sale,  on 
which  are  inconteatebly  the  portraits  of  Duke  Humphrey, 
Cardinal  Beaufort,  and  the  same  Archbishop  that  is  in 
my  maMage  of  Henry  VI.  I  knew  the  home  of  Lan- 
caster were  patrons  of  8t  Edmund's  Bury,  bat  ao  long  a 
visit  is  demonstration. 

"  The  fourth  person  on  my  pannela  is  unknown.  Orer 
hia  head  ia  a  coat  of  arms,  It  may  be  that  of  William 
Curteyi  the  abbot,  or  the  alderman,  as  bs  is  in  scarlet. 
Hia  figure  and  the  duke'a  are  far  superior  to  the  other 
two,  and  worthy  of  a  good  Italian  master.  The  cardinal 
and  the  archbishop  are  in  the  dry  hard  manner  of  the 

*  The  utlde  oeaan  tn  Gtnt.  M*g.  1TT9,  p.  S46 ;  nd  b  lisncd  W.  S. 
It  b  commintad  on  in  tfag  Jane  H*^;.  p.  S97,  bj  ui  uiOD]nnont  Corra- 
pondrnt.    The  Utter  article  wu  by  the  Bav.  Q.  Aahby. 

t  Thii  vult  took  piece  in  1433.  See  the  Latia  aoooiint  of  tt  turn  4w  Bt- 
gliter  Cnrtej)  of  Burj  Abbe;,  oomiannie«led  to  the  Sodetv  of  Antiqauiet 
bj  CrtTen  Ord,  cm.  in  1B03,  in  ArcbKol.  XV.  6i.  It  b  ■biid>ed  U  Dw. 
dalo'i  MoDuticoD,  edit.  IB^I,  III.  119.     8m  (Im  Oat,  Mi«-  mi,  & 
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I  viih  you  woold  call  and  look  at  them — Hny  are  at 

[r.  Bonus's  in  Oxford  Road ;  the  two  prelates  are  much 
damaged.  I  peremptorily  enjoined  Bonus  to  repair  onljr, 
and  not  repaint  them.  And  thus,  by  putting  him  out  of 
his  way,  I  put  him  so  much  out  of  humour  too,  that  he 
has  kept  them  these  tvo  yean  and  not  finished  them  yet. 
I  dengn  them  for  the  four  Toid  spaces  in  my  chapel,  on 
the  sides  of  the  shrine.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  a  face 
is  iO  like,  though  younger,  that  it  proves  I  gueased  right 
at  his  figure  in  my  roamage.  The  tablets  came  out  of  the 
abbey  at  Bury,  were  procured  by  old  Peter  Le  NeTe> 
Norroy,  and  came  by  his  widow's  marriage  to  Tom  Mar- 
tin, at  whose  sale  Mr.  Ires  bought  them.  We  have  very 
fsw  prinedy  portraits  so  ancient,  so  authentic,  and  none 
io  iral  painted,  as  the  Duke  and  fourth  person.  These 
wen  the  insides  of  the  doors,  which  I  had  split  into  two, 
and  value  them  extremely.  This  account,  I  think,  will 
be  more  satuhctoij  to  you  than  notes. 

"  Pray  tell  me  how  you  like  the  pictures  when  yon 
have  examined  them.  1  shall  search  in  Edmundson's 
New  Vocabulary  of  Arms  for  the  coat,  which  contains 
three  bull's  heads  on  six  pieces,  but  the  colours  are  either 
white  and  block,  or  the  latter  is  become  so  by  time.*  I 
hope  you  are  not  going  out  of  town  yet ;  I  shall  probably 
be  there  some  day  in  next  week. 

"  I  see  advertised  a  book  something  in  the  way  of  your 
Inaugurations,  called  '  Le  Costume ;  do  you  know  any 
thing  of  it  ?  Can  you  tell  me  who  is  the  author  of  *  The 
Second  Anticipation ;  or,  the  Exhibition  V  Is  not 
Barry  the  punter  ? 

**  Your  much  obliged  HoR.  WALPOLB."t 

*  Put  of  thif  letter  ii  printed  In  Dngdale'i  HoiuuticOD,  III.  119,  The 
MMt  Ii  the  timi  of  Tite.  Thtj  repreieiit  the  mirriige  of  Sir  Robert  Titc, 
hori  HafOT  ol  Lonloo  in  1496.  1.  Par  feu  or  and  galea,  a  pale  counter- 
ehUftld betwMa  Oree  Cornith  cAdvkIu  8  and  l,a  creacoit  tor  diffsranee, 
nUi  t™r*''"g  Amnt,  >  chETTOD  between  three  boll'i  headi,  eaboahed  table, 
■med  or,  Wood.  Mr.  C.  E.  Long  (in  Qent.  Mag.  1843,  ii.  S4)  inggeat*  that 
thiipletDn  came,  not  from  Bury  Abhaj,  but  proubly  either  from  thechann- 
ti7  It  Bt.  Hichaal'i,  Coientrr,  or  rrom  that  at  AUhallowi  BarUng.  The 
pictare  fonned  part  of  the  ude  at  Strawbenr  Hill,  and  wai  bought  bj  tha 
Duke  of  SatherUnd,  Mr.  J.  0.  Nicholj,  in  the  aame  Migaziae,  p.  17,  ha* 
gi*an  a  long  dinertation  on  thit  pictore,  and  1*  of  opinion,  that  It  "  ha*  no 
pedigree  to  connect  it  with  the  connCr  <j  Suffolk  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  thinlu 
diat  it  ia  dear  Watpole  wu  miitiken  in  bia  conception  of  the  mbjeot." 

t  Tfata  litter  Ii  from  Cole'*  USS.  vol.  XXIll.  p.  16G,  who  addi,  '•  See 
a  letter  of  nine  to  Mr.  Walpole  on  thla  aubject  In  nj  vol.  XXIII,  pp.  99 
—101." 
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"  DlAB  Sib,  OM  Bond  Streot,  Jime  II,  1779. 

"  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  viewinK  the  old  pictures 
at  Bonus's,  vho  tells  me  that  he  shall  nave  done  nis  part 
hv  them  before  the  summer  is  over.  The  joiner  has  done 
his  admirably.  I  really  think  that,  on  account  of  their  an> 
tiquity,  goodness,  preservation,  and  the  remarkable  per- 
sonages represented  in  them,  t^ey  make  a  capital  figure 
even  among  your  curiosities. 

"  Besides  Uie  bull's  heads  in  the  arms,  there  is  a  crescent 
and  a  chevron.  The  bull  below  and  the  lion  are,  I  think, 
generally  emblems  to  point  out  the  Evangelists.  In 
one  of  Strutt's  pnnts,  in  his  '  Begal  Antiquities,'  there  is 
a  figure  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  with  a  model  of  a 
church  in  his  hand,  as  in  your  picture.  The  manuscript 
in  the  British  Museum,  referred  to  in  the  notes  on  the 
Bury  manuscript,  contains  most  elegant  miniature  figures, 
which  shew  the  perfection  (together  with  your  pictures) 
which  the  artists  in  painting  had  then  arrived  at. 

*'  I  have  picked  up  a  little  frontispiece,  designed  by 
Hogarth,  and  prefixed  to  John  Gulliver's  Travels,  printed 
in  1731.  It  is  of  little  moment  in  itself,  but  it  is  valuable 
to  a  collector  of  Hogarth's  prints. 

"  I  had  not  seen  the  *  Second  Andciparion '  when  you 
wrote ;  I  have  since  read  it,  and  like  such  parts  in  it  as  I 
understand;  but  there  is  a  great  deal  I  do  not;  whence  I 
conclude  it  is  the  work  of  an  artist,  and  dare  say  yon 
ascribe  it  rightly  to  Barry.  When  the  scaffolding  was 
taken  down  rtom  before  the  new  Somerset  House,  there  ap- 
peared in  the  papers  a  long  detail  of  its  design  and  beauties, 
probably  by  tne  architect  himself.  This  drew  forth  a  severe 
hypercnticism,  as  I  suppose  from  some  other  architect. 

"  Of  Lens"  book  on  Costume  I  have  only  turned  over 
the  plates,  which  seem  to  be  almost  wholly  from  the 
antique.  There  are  50,  with  the  letter-press,  all  for  16«. 
but  whether  this  circumstance  should  or  should  not  re- 
commend the  book,  I  am  yet  at  a  loss  to  guess. 

"  After  next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  wait  on  you  at 
Strawberry  Hill :  in  the  mean  time,  I  remain,  dear  Sir^ 
your  oblig^  and  faithful  servant,  "  M.  Lort.** 

■■  Hod.  Mr.  Horace  Wijpole,  Stnobtny  Hill." 

*'  Dbar  Sir,  Old  Bond  Stmt,  Aug.  31,  ITT9. 

"  I  send  you  a  small  cargo  of  books,  new  and  old,  for 
your  perusal,  which  I  flatter  myself,  if  you  have  not 
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already  seen,  may  afford  you,  aa  they  have  me,  some 
amusement. 

"The  inclosed  MS.  is  what  I  have  scribbled  as  a  sort 
of  ati  introduction  to  the  Latin  Narrative  of  Henry  the 
Sixth's  visit  to  Bury,  in  case  I  should  exhibit  it  next 
winter  to  the  Antiquarian  Society.*  I  could  wish  it  might 
receive  some  additions  or  corrections  from  yon. 

"  I  would  have  brought  you  this  myself  before  now,  for 
I  have  been  here  this  fortnight,  but  that  during  this  whole 
space  we  have  been  all  impatient  here  to  receive  news 
from  the  Channel,  not  supposing  it  possible  that  twenty-four 
hours  could  have  elapsea,much  less  fourteen  times  as  many, 
since  the  arrival  of  the  combined  fleets  on  our  coasts  was 
announced,  without  hearing  of  some  very  important  events 
ID  consequence  thereof. 

"  A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Seward,  is  very  desirous,  with 
some  of  his  friends,  of  seeing  Strawberry  Hill.  He  went 
post  from  hence  lately  to  see  the  Houghton  Collection, 
but  was  told  at  Swaffham  that  the  whole  was  very  near 
packed  up.  If  you  should  have  no  objection  to  favour 
him  with  a  ticket,  you  will  oblige,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful 
servant,  .M.  Lort. 

"  Hon.  Hr.  Honce  Wilpols,  Stmben;  Hill." 

"  Dear  Sib,  OU  Bood  street,  Sept.  8, 1779. 

**  I  thank  you  for  both  your  letters,  and  more  par- 
ticularly for  your  criticisms  on  Hirschfeld'sf  Theory  of 
Gardening,  which  I  think  entirely  just,  except  where  you 
object  to  hia  system — I  was  going  to  say,  his  notion — of 
motion,  which  I  think  in  part  right ;  for,  though  I  do  not 
think  that  I  should  invite  insects  to  my  garden,  yet  I 
would  be  glad  of  the  feathered  creation,  even  those 
devourers  of  fruit  thrushes  and  blackbirds,  who  will  pay 
their  quit-rent  with  a  song.  And  it  is  true  that  particular 
trees  and  shrubs  will  attract  particular  birds,  as  the  wood- 
pigeon  loves  ivy  for  its  shelter  and  its  berries. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  ever  seen  a  French 
book  entitled  "  Throne  des  Jardtns,"  which  I  bought  at 
Paris  in  1 776,  being  then  just  published,  and  said  to  ne  by 
M.  Morel.     It  is  quite  on  Whately'sl  plan,  from  whence 

*  See  before,  p.  549.  It  i<  to  be  regretted  ihett  remirlu  on  this  NuiatiTe 
by  Dr.  Lort  ire  loit,  n  Mr.  Ord  afterwardi  pablilbed  the  original  Lttln 
DamtiTe,  without  uj  introduction. 

t  mncbfeld.  (C.C.L.)  Theorie  der  GaiteD-Knnet,  Bto.  Leipi.  1TT5. 

I  Obtamtiou  on  Modun  Oardening.  By  Thoa.  Whatelr.  2dBditloa, 
1770, 8«). 
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he  seems  to  have  borrowed  liis  ideas,  and,  indeed,  a  good 
part  of  his  book,  but  without  the  least  acknowledgment  of 
having  seen  it.     Like  Whately,  he  gives  descriptions  of 

Jiardcnlar  gardens,  amongst  which  those  of  Guiscard,  be- 
onging  to  the  Due  d'Auroont,  and  of  Ermenonville,  to  the 
Marq,  de  Girardin,  where  Rousseau  had  his  last  asylum 
and  died.  This  Marquis  is  said  to  be  the  author  of  a 
book,  '  Sur  la  Composition  des  Paysages.' 

"Mr.  Whately  told  me  that  the  title  which  he  bad 
intended  to  have  prefixed  to  his  book,  was  '  An  Essay  on 
Design  in  Gardenmg,'  but  that  he  had  been  anticipated  iu 
this  by  a  little  pamphlet,  published  not  long  before  his 
book  appeared,  by,  I  think,  a  Mr.  Mason^  a  gentleman  of 
fortune  and  a  great  book-buyer.  This  is  translated  into 
French,  with  the  title  of  '  L'Art  de  former  les  Jardins 
moderne,  ou  I' Art  des  Jardins  Angloises.'  Paris,  1771-  It 
is  also  in  German,  Leipsic,  1771- 

"With  this  I  shall  send  you  the  last  volume  of  the 
Necrologie  Franjoise ;  if  it  should  excite  your  curiosi^  to 
see  the  other  volumes,  they  will  he  much  at  your  service. 
"That  extraordinary  genius,  the  Empress  of  Ruasiaj 
has  given  the  Jesuits  an  asylum  in  Lithuania,  and  baa 
even  prevailed  on  the  Pope,  in  some  degree,  to  re-establish 
the  order,  by  giving  them  leave  to  take  novices. 

' "  The  Archoishop  of  Canterbury  *  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  me  his  chaplain ;  and  in  consequence  thereof,  I 
shall  soon  remove  from  hence  to  take  up  my  residence  at 
Lambeth  House.     Wherever  I  am,  I  shall  always  be, 
"  Dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant,  M.  Lobt." 

Dr.  Ldbt  to  Mr.  Walpolb. 

"  Dbab  Sib,  I^mbrtk  Houh,  Dec.  23,  ITBO. 

"  I  send  you  a  drawing  by  John  Cartert  of  the  head  of 
Henry  Ill.t  which,  I  understand  from  him.  Dr.  Palmer 

*  Dr.  CorawiUiB. 

t  Thii  cinincDt  dnaghtmuia  and  architect  icknowledged  th»t  he  owed 
0ie  fint  inijgfht  and  encoungcmeDt  to  Tollow  the  tKoAj  of  •ntfqnitf  to  tbt 
kind  patrouge  at  Dr.  Lort  See  Oedt.  Hag.  1804,  p.  &1 1  ;  and  "  Ulsrarj 
Anecdotei,"  toI.  IX.  p.  506.  Mr.  Carter  died  S^t.  8,1817.  SaameDMin 
of  him  in  Gent.  Mag.  1S17,  ii.  363,  366  ;  1618,  i.  373,  376,  and  niuneroal 
notices  of  him  in  Indexea  to  Literary  ADCcdotcs,  UVermrf  Iltutrationa,  and 
General  ladei  to  Qeat.  Mi(.  III.  73. 

I  Thit  head  of  Henrj  111.,  in  o«k,  wu  brongbt  from  Barnwell  Chorck, 
near  Onndle,  and  wai  bongbt  bj  Mr.  Walpole.  It  ia  engraved  in  Cartar'i 
"  Aacieiit  Sculpture  and  Painting."  It  farmed  Lot  B4  of  tba  Slawmharj 
Hillaale,  and  ms  bought  for  Lord  LiSord  lor ^  it,;  andhia  lordihip  atill 
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is  willing  to  dispose  of  for  four  or  five  goineas.    I  believe 
Carter  would  be  gUd  to  dispose  of  hia  drawing ;  for  the 

Eoor  man  has  got  a  Crowland  ague,  which  stic^  close  to 
ioi,  and  has  brought  bim  to  death's  door. 
"  I  returned  hither  from  Cambridge  this  day  sevennigbt, 
but  have  been  confined  within   doors  almost  ever  since 
by  a  violent  cold.     As  soon  as  it  will  give  me  Uberty,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  wait  on  you  in  Berkeley-square. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  servant,    M .  LoaT," 

"Dear  Sir,  UmbeUi p^ms,  cnei]. 

"  I  understand  from  Christie  that  Sheldon's*  sale  comes 
on  the  27th ;  that  catalogues  are  not  yet  printed;  but,  as 
soon  as  they  are,  I  have  given  him  directions  to  send  you 
one. 

*'  Inclosed  is  the  old  catalogue  I  mentioned.  I  shall 
send  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  one  or  two  odd 
things  I  have  lately  picked  up,  to  your  bouse  in  Berkeley- 
square,  from  whence  I  suppose  they  will  be  forwarded  to 
you,  at  Twickenbam  ;  and  when  you  shall  have  satisfied 
your  curiosity,  you  may  please  to  return  them  to  Berkeley- 
square,  to  be  left  till  called  for,  only  giving  me  a  line  to 
say  they  are  there.  This  I  mention  as  the  easiest  way  of 
conveyance  of  these  trifles,  as  appears  to  me. 

"  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT." 

"Dear  Sir,  Umbith  Pdue,  April  2,  nai. 

"  Carter  is  about  to  send  some  of  the  inclosed  proposals 
to  Dr.  Palmer,  of  Peterborough,  in  whose  possession  the 
head  of  Henry  III.  is,  and  who  told  Carter  he  should  like 
to  part  with  it — I  think  Carter  said  for  four  or  five 
guineas;  but  if  you  chose  to  make  any  ofier,  it  shall  be 
conveyed  by  him  to  Dr,  Palmer  without  their  knowing 
from  whom  it  comes. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  ftuthfiillyi 

"  M.  L08T." 
[Then  follows  a  printed  paper  of  the  proposals  for  pub- 

*  Mr.  Shddon,  of  Walon  Bill,  Warwickibire.  Among  other  cnriotitie*, 
ttte  laloable  mapa  in  bi^testrr,  made  id  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliubeth,  were 
bonght  bj  Mr.  Wilpole  M  Mr.  Sheldoa'i  uile,  aad  put  of  them  were  pre- 
■ented  by  him  to  Eul  Hwcoort,  who  gavo  the  umeto  Mr.  Gough.  See  lit. 
Knee.  VI.  32&,  326.  Thej  ve,  it  U  belieToa,  with  hU  collection  in  the  Bod- 
leiui  libnjy.  OUier  portion!  of  the  tapestrj  hare  been  preaenMd  hj  tho 
preient  ArcUip.  of  Y  orlc  (  Dr.  V.  Hsrcourt)  t«  the  York  lilcrarj  Inttltntloil. 

2  N  2 


,..d:,i.  Google 


548  ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   LITERATURE, 

lishing  by  subscription  *'  A  View  of  the  West  Front  of 
Croyland  Abbey,"  &c,*] 


**DbaB  Sir,  LimLeth  PbIuo,  Sept.  17,  1781. 

"  Since  I  had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  hare 
been  on  an  excursion  into  Hampshire ;  and  on  my  return 
liither  last  week  I  found  the  parcel  which  had  been  left 
for  me  in  Berkeley-square. 

*'  I  also  found  here  a  manuscript  on  painting,  sent  from 
Peterborough  by  the  Bisbopt  to  be  forwarded  to  you,  and 
which  is  sent  to  your  house  in  town.  I  believe  you  have 
already  had  notice  of  this  from  the  Bishop. 

"  Near  Godalming  I  went  to  see  a  house  of  General 
Oglethorpe's,]:  built  soon  after  the  Restomtion,  which  has 
now  ell  the  furniture  remaining  ataiu  quo,  as  then  put 
into  it. 

"  Iiookine  into  Aubrey's  '  Surrey '  for  some  account  of 
this  house,  1  found  none,  but  was  rewarded  for  my  search 
by  a  charming  copy  of  Latin  verses  of  Bishop  Earle*8,who 
wrote  the  litue  book  of  Characters,  entitled  *  Hortus  Mer^ 
tonensis,'  written  about  1620,  which  I  recommend  to 
your  perusal.     It  is  in  the  4th  vol.  p.  167. 

"  Can  you  tell  me  who  was  the  painter  of  the  windows 
in  the  chapel  of  Archbishop  Abbot's  Hospital§  at  Guild- 
ford }  I  think  the  date  is  1623  or  1624 ;  ||  and  they  seem 
very  well  executed. 

"  The  late  Lord  Damley  has  left  5000/.  for  a  mauso- 
leum in  the  country,^in  which  his  corpse  is  to  be  deposited; 
and  I  am  told  Mr.  Shakespeare  is  to  be  the  architect. 

"I  passed  through  Westminster  Hall  the  other  day, 
where  the  floor  is  now  raising  eighteen  inches,  it  is  sud, 
on  the  account  of  the  floods  sometimes  coming  into  i^ 
tliat  is,  once  in  fifty  years ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
proportion  and  appearance  of  this  great  room  woold  be 
spoded  by  it.**    iTnder  part  of  the  old  floor  was  found  a 


•  SeeUtADec.  1.693!  VI.  14.  t  Dr.  B 

"t  Wwtbrook,  In  Godalming,  wupnrcliMed  ia 
OglBthorpe,  lUluT  of  GsDwal  Oglethorpi.  "- 
"  Snrrer,"  *ol.  1.  p.  610. 

{  TbU  fiut  l«  dewrlbed  in  HMming  uid  Bny**  "  Samrf,"   I.  p.  T4t 
bat  It  it  not  latd  b  J  wbom  the  glus  «u  pkinted. 

I  it  U  1621,  1  At  Cobham,  in  KenL 

**  The  floor  hu  recantlr  been  lowered  to  lU  originil  Ind,  ander  the 
■iliieotim  of  Mr.  Sjdne;  Sn^rke. 
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Taatilated  statue  of  a  Saxoti  king,*  of  which  Carter  has 
taken  a  drawing.  His  zeal  has  carried  him  lately  to  Fair- 
ford,  to  make  i&awings  of  some  of  the  painted  glass.t 

"  I  hope  you  have  succeeded  in  your  commission!!  at 
Weston. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LoRT." 

"  DbAR  Sir,  LunbeUi  Home,  Not.  B,  1781. 

*'  I  was  truly  sorry  to  hear  that  you  were  so  roughly 
handled  by  the  gout;  but  I  hope  that  the  severity 
of  the  fit  is  over,  and  that  you  will  be  left  at  ease  and 
liberty  to  pursue  your  design  of  doing  justice  to  the  me< 
mory  of  your  old  friend,^  and  afford  an  opportunity  to 
-others  of  partaking  with  you  in  the  pleasure  which  her 
literary  treasures  must  have  afforded  you. 

"  I  could  wish  also  to  see  justice  done  to  Voltaire — I 
mean  not  by  sach  flattering  portraits  of  him  aa  his  two 

Earti^  friends  have  been  and  are  exhibiting  of  him,  but 
y  a  just  and  genuine  likeness. 

"The  pamphlet  which  attends  this  has  some  letters  in 
.it  by  the  Chevaher  BoufBers,  that  I  was  much  pleased 
with,  and  I  send  it  in  hopes  it  may  afford  you  half  an 
.hour's  amusement. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  futhM  servant. 

"M.  LoRT." 

"Dbar  Sir,  SaTille  Row,  March  T,  [17887]. 

"  The  picture  which  accompanies  this  seeming  to  me  a 

curiosity  worthy  your  attention,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 

send  it  to  you.     It  belongs  to  Mr.  Turner,  in  whose  family 

it  has  some  time  been,  and  for  one  of  whom,  from  the 

*  EDfnred  b;  Carter  in  bU  "  Antient  Scolptan  aod  Fdntiiig,"  pL  l,  p. 
.64,  edit.  1838. 

t  SeeBiglmdV'HUtoTTof  Furfbrd,"  8to.  1791. 

t  Madame  Du  Defftnd,  who  died  in  1780,  aged  81.  Walpole  thai  uea- 
tioni  her  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gray,  written  rrom  Farii  in  IT60 :  "  She  ia  now 
lerj  old,  and  (tOQB'bllud,  bnt  reCami  all  her  Tiiadtj,  wit,  memorr,  judg- 
ment, paHioiu,  and  agreeibtenew.  She  goe*  to  ojwrai,  plajE,  eappera,  and 
TeiwUei  ;  givee  lappen  twice  a.weelc  ;  hsa  araTyChing  new  read  to  her  ; 
makeanew  ■oDgaandepignun),  aye,  admirably,  and  remembers  erciT  onb 
that  hai  been  made  theae  foonoore  yean.  She  eonvipoada  with  Toltaire, 
dictatei  charming;  tettera  to  him,  coatradida  bim,  la  no  bigot  to  bim  or  any- 
body,  and  langha  boUi  at  the  clragy  and  the  philoiopben."  Her  Lett«n  to 
Mr.  Walpole  from  1766  to  1T80,  to  whitdi  were  added  ber  letl«re  to  Toltaire 
from  17a9  to  IT75,  were  pobUahed  from  tha  origiaali  at  Strawberry  Hill,  in 
4  Toll,  in  ISIO. 
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Bketch  of  the  characters  given  me  with  it,  it  seems  to  have 
been  painted.  I  sent  it  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  re- 
turned it  with  hia  sentiments,  which  seem  to  me  to  suit 
the  picture  better  tb&n  Mr.  Turner's  traditional  accosnt ; 
but  of  this  you  will  be  the  better  judge.  I  hsTe  been 
confined  at  home  almost  since  I  had  uie  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing you  at  Sir  Joseph  Banks',  or  I  would  with  pleasure 
have  attended  the  picture  to  Berkeley  Square. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  foithfol  ser- 
vant, "  M.  LOBT." 

"  DeAE  Sir,  No.  16,  S»Tille  Row,  Dw.  20,  1783. 

"  I  did  intend,  before  this  time,  to  have  announced  to 
you  in  person  my  having  quitted  Lambeth  House,  and 
taken  up  my  residence  as  above  mentioned ;  hat  a  Terr 
severe  cold,  which  I  brought  with  me  from  Bath,  whither  I 
went  first  ^m  Lambeth,  has  confined  me  here  at  home  for 
some  time  past,  so  that  I  only  ventured  out  this  morning 
for  half  an  hour.  On  my  return  I  found  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Dr.  Ewin  to  Sir  Walter  Rawlinson,  giving  an 
account  of  the  death  of  an  old  friend  of  ours,*  which  I 
very  sincerely  regret;  for,  with  all  his  oddities,  he  was  a 
worthy  and  valuable  man.  I  thought  you  would  like  to 
read  this  letter,  as  well  as  myself ;  when  you  have  done 
with  it,  be  pleased  to  return  it  to  your'Mthful  servant, 

"  M.  liOBT." 

«  Dear  Sib,  sitiUe  Row,  Ju. «.  iTse. 

"  I  have  been  confined  at  home  with  a  severe  cdld,  or  I 
should  have  called  to  ask  you  how  you  did  since  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  the  paroxysm  of  your  gout 
vras  subsided,  and  that  you  could  make  your  friends  h^py 
in  conversing  with  you. 

"  It  is  but  lately  that  I  have  found  the  pamphlet,  which 
I  now  return  as  your  property,  and  am  amud  it  has  b^n 
in  my  possession  muca  longer  than  it  ou^t  to  have  been. 

"  I  also  send  a  book  of  my  own,  containing  a  Life  of 
FaAer  Archangell,  a  noble  Scotchman,  very  different  from 
Sir  David  Dalrymple's,  and,  indeed,  it  appears  they  were 
different  persons.  How  is  this  difference  to  be  accounted 
for  ?  *'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

"  M.  LOBT.** 

■  Ths  RcT.  Willkffl  Cole,  wba  died  Dee.  16,  1782.  See  menKHn  ud 
numerau  Doticsi  of  him  in  Lit.  Aneodotei,  toI.  I.  pp.  6ST— 701,  ud  ladca. 
VII.  87,  S38. 
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"Dbab  Sib,  S«rille  Row,  Jul;  16. 1788. 

"  My  firiend,  the  Rev.  G.  Ashby,  of  Barrow,  m  Suffolk, 
is  verydesirous  that  you  would  do  him  the  honour  of  penia- 
ing  at  your  leisure  the  inclosed  MS.  and  giving  him  your 
opinion  whether  the  Book  of  Prayers  should  be  ascribed  to 
Katharine  of  Arragon  rather  than  Katharine  Parr.  He 
can  get  no  satisfactory  information  &om  Mr.  Herbert,  who 
mentions  the  book,  p.  1076.* 

**Tou  probably  have  beard  of  the  plunder  made  in 
Devonshire  House  from  most  of  the  cabinets.  The  whole 
suite  of  gold  medals,  Greek  and  Roman,  were  swept  away, 
and  I  concluded  were  all  gone  into  the  melting  pot ;  but 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  recovering  the  greatest  part  of 
titem,  also  of  the  other  property,  which  were  taken  at  his 
leisure  by  a  young  confectioner  that  had  lived  some  time 
in  the  femily,  and  with  great  adroitness  contrived  to  open 
most  of  the  cabinets.     He  is  now  in  custody,  t 

"  I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and 
&ithful  servant,  M.  Lobt. 

"-P.3.  The  duke  himself  had  the  keys  of  the  drawings 
and  gems  in  his  keeping  for  some  years ;  I  only  kept  the 
keys  of  the  medals  till  some  proper  person  should  receive 
them,  to  whom  I  might  shew  they  were  all  safe. 

"Very  littie  indeed  of  the  account  published  yesterday 
in  'The  World,'  and  from  thence  in  this  day's  'Publio 
Advertiser,'  is  bTie." 


"  Dear  Sib,  SatUle  Bow,  Jolj  25, 1788, 

"  In  turning  over  the  '  Manges  de  Vigneuil  Marveille,* 
voL  i.  p.  217)  there  is  a  curious  passage  relative  to  Sir  K. 
Digby  and  his  lady  and  her  pictures,  which,  if  it  should 
have  hitherto  escaped  your  notice,  you  will,  I  doubt  not, 
be  glad  to  have  had  it  pointed  out  to  you.  If  yon  should 
not  have  the  book,  mine  is  at  your  service, 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  futhful  servant, 
"M.  Lobt." 

<'Dbak  Sir,  S»Ti]to  Row,  Jul j  28,  1788. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  remarks  on  Mr.  Ashby's 
MS.,  as  I  think  he  ought  also  to  be  when  [he]  shall  see 
tbem.    I  say  ovghi,  as  we  do  not  always  give  a  ready 

*  See  before,  in  this  Tolame,  p.  413.  f  See  before,  p.  497< 
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assent  to  ar^ments  that  make  against  a  private  noUon. 
This  of  the  first  Katharine  being  the  author  of  the  prayers 
I  endeavoured  to  combat,  but  without  success,  and  was 
therefore  glad  that  he  appealed  to  you,  whose  authority  he 
is  more  likely  to  submit  to. 

"  Before  you  informed  me,  I  did  not  know  that  the 
Devonshire  gold  medals  had  been  once  lord  Pembroke's. 
Are  these,  then,  the  medals  engraved  in  lord  Pembroke's 
fine  book,  and  which,  not  having  been  visible  for  many 
years  at  Wilton,  have  been  supposed  to  have  been  locked 
up  in  the  bank  ? 

"  The  most  rare  and  curious  of  the  Devonshire  gold 
coins  have  been  recovered ;  of  those  missing  the  greatest 
part  are  of  the  Lower  Empire,  and  these  aU  in  a  suite,  as 
if  the  drawers  which  contidned  them  had  been  emptied  into 
a  bag  by  themselves,  and  so  carried  and  sold  to  the 
refiner's,  who  says  he  has  melted  them  all. 

"  Several  dealers  in  this  way  have  brought  me  coins, 
which  they  suppose  may  have  been  taken  from  the  Devott- 
vhire  cabinet :  amongst  others,  one  Norbome,  No.  153, 
High  Holborn,  brought  a  chased  oval  medal  of  N.  Wad- 
ham  and  his  wife,  figured  and  described  in  the  3rd  plate  of 
Parry's  Supplement,  which  Norbome  wishes  to  sell. 

"Ihavenot  seenlordBuchan*3LifeofNapier,*norhave 
much  curiosity  to  see  it  after  what  you  have  said  of  it. 

"There  is  a  pamphlet  lately  pubhshed  at  York  relative 
to  the  Lunatic  Hospital  there,  which  perhaps  you  would 
care  as  little  about  if  I  was  not  to  add  that  it  was  written 
by  Mr.  Mason,  and  is  sold  at  Robaon's. 

"  I  believe  1  shall  in  a  week's  time  pass  over  to  the 
Continent,  and  stay  a  fortnight  at  Boulogne  for  sea-bath- 
ing, and  to  reconnoitre  the  places  figured  in  the  Cowdray 
mintings,  and  just  published  by  the  Antiquarian  Society. 
The  noted  pharos  formerly  there,  of  which  there  was  a 
counterpart  at  Dover,  was  built  by  Caligula ;  and  yet  he  is 
supposed  to  have  done  nothing  whilst  he  stayed  at  Boulogne 
but  gather  cockle-shells.  Montfeucon,  in  his  description 
of  this  pharos  in  the  Mem.  de  I' Acad.  torn.  vi.  mistakes 
an  old  church-tower  in  Dover  Castle  for  the  pharos, 
reasons  upon  it,  and  then  afterwards  slightly  mentions 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  object.  I  am,  Su-,  your  obliged 
and  faithful  servant,  M.  Loar.'^ 

u  of  bu  comipondence,  m 
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"  BbAR  Sir,  SiTiUe  Row,  Nor.  10, 1788. 

"  A  M9.  life  of  Chatterton,  drawn  up  for  the  Biogra- 
phia  Britannica,  but  not  by  Dr.  Kippis,  has  been  iateljr 
put  into  my  hands,  in  vbich  I  made  some  alterations  and 
corrections  of  facts  better  known  to  me  than  to  the  writer.* 
In  the  account  given  of  the  transaction  between  you  and 
Chatterton,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  writer  had  leaned 
too  much  to  the  side  of  the  question  unfavourable  to  you, 
as  given  by  ignorant  or  prdudiced  persons ;  and  I  think 
I  convinced  Elm  that  he  baa  done  so.  I  told  him  I  would 
draw  up  a  fairer  and  truer  state  of  the  matter,  and  this  I 
have  attempted  to  do  in  the  four  first  pages  of  the  inclosed 

Eapers ;  the  others  are  only  transcripts  from  your  pampb- 
:t  on  the  subject  (whether  propeny  made,  or  too  much 
or  too  little,  you  will  best  judge),  to  be  inserted,  I  should 
suppose,  in  the  notes,  if  the  general  plan  of  the  biography 
18  followed;  which  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  by  the 
writer  of  this  life.  Whether  all  or  any,  or  what  part  of 
the  inclosed,t  should  be  offered  to  the  biographer,  is  sub- 
mitted to  your  judgment.  I  have  not  mentioned  to  any 
person  that  I  had  or  should  apply  to  you  on  this  occasion ; 
and  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  receive  and  obey  your 
directions.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  truth,  your  faithful 
Berrant,  "  M.  Lort." 

"Dbab  Sib,  S^rilb  Row,  Jnlj  6, 1789. 

"  1  shall  with  great  pleasure  obey  your  commands,  and 
give  Mr.  Porter  a  recommendatory  letter  to  Dr.  Postle- 
thwiute,  the  new  Master  of  Trinity  College,  from  whom 
I  am  sure  the  young  man  will  receive  all  proper  encou- 
ragement and  countenance,  if  it  be'  not  his  own  fault. 
But  I  think  I  could  write  this  with  a  better  grace,  if  1  was 
to  see  and  converse  with  the  father  and  the  son  for  a  few 
minutes.  You  say  the  young  man  has  got  some  Latin ; 
.1  hope  he  has  got  some  Greek  also,  for  without  some 
acquaintance  viih  that  language  he  will  scarce  be  ad- 
mitted. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  in  much  haste,  your  obliged  and 
faithful  servant, 

"  M.  LOBT." 

"  DbAB  Sir,  SaTiUe  Row,  Aug.  *,  17B9. 

"  Having  lent  Barrett's  book  to  a  friend,  and  not  re? 
*  BcT.  Sr.  Gr^oiy.  f  Ses  hneaitcr,  p.  6I>S. 
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ceiving  it  back  till  this  morning,  waa  the  reason  of  my 
not  having  replied  sooner  to  your  favour  of  the  27th.  I 
wished  to  see  again  the  observations  that  Barrett  made 
on  the  correspondence  between  you  and  Chatterton ;  and 
the  more  so,  aa  when  I  read  the  passage  you  allude  to,  it 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  of  much  consequence  whether 
the  letter  bad  been  really  sent  to  you,  or  only  intended  to 
have  been  sent ;  for,  whatever  opinion  you  or  any  one  else 
might  have  formed  of  the  discovery  of  a  series  of  Bristol 
painters  and  carvellers,*  the  series  now  produced  to  the 
world  must  stagger  tlie  belief  of  all  but  the  most  pre- 
judiced or  most  ignorant,  and  be  rejected  at  once  aa 
fictitious. 

"  I  will  write  to  a  &iend  at  Bristol  to  try  if  he  can  find 
out  whether  the  letter  has  got  the  postmark,  or  seems 
only  the  copy  of  one  intended  to  have  been  sent. 

"  Though  Barrett  has  been  deceived  himself,  yet  I 
Terily  beUeve  he  would  use  no  unfair  means  to  decave 
others.  I  remember  two  years  ago,  Mr.  T.  Warton  de- 
clared that  Barrett  did  not  intend  to  make  use  of  any  of 
the  MSS.  he  had  received  from  Chatterton,  as  materials 
for  his  History  of  Bristol;  but  the  very  reverse  now 
seems  to  be  the  case,  as  he  appears  to  have  adopted  them 
all  indiscriminately,  and,  as  tjie  old  saying  is,  '  without 
either  fear  or  wit,*  ajtd  thus  has  afforded  tite  Anti-Row- 

■  Barrett'!  Hlitorf  of  Brtitol,  p.  194.  The  letten  to  Ur.  Wa^xile  nv 
pristed  fron  Chatterton'i  huid-imting;  in  Barrett'*  HilAory  of  Brittol,  p. 
639  U)  646.  On  the  Ktgect  of  thtte  letter*  the  fbllinring  letter  Ittm  Dr. 
Farmer  appcKcd  ia  the  Oent.  Mig.  for  Ma; ,  1793  ; 

"Mr.  Uu&H,  Emnun.  Coll.  Hajr  8S,  179Z. 

"  I  >ee  iajiiDr  Miguliie  of  the  lut  tnonth,  p.  296,  a  letter  with  the  nc- 
natare  of  Christ.  Sdtier ;  a  gentleman  of  whoee  eziitence  I  am  u  dcnib£l 
M  of  that  of  old  Sowlej  himielf. 

"  The  inbject  ii,  whether  Mr.  Walpole,  the  pment  Eul  of  OrfbttI,  had 
any  corregpondgace  with  the  nnfortnnate  Chatterton ;  •nditiitherauMlrted, 
that  Mr.  Walpole  DCTer  wrote  to  hitn  any  Letter  whatever:  oad  tiiat  I, 
■mongat  othera,  wai  withoriied  and  eiqoiaed  bj  him  to  eontndiat  tho  npott 
of  lach  cerrespODdeDee. 

"  Now  is  it  poiaible  that  Lord  Orford  ahould  doijr,  or  eqidn  othen  to  do 
■o,  what  he  himaelf  hai  pnhlicklT  declared  to  b«  tme,  and  raffered  jon  to  Idl 
all  the  world  in  jow  Uuaiine  for  May,  1782  ? 

"  The  fact  ia,  and  all  that  I  know  aixint  it — more  than  two  jean  ago,  itj 
friend  Mr.  Steerena  gave  me  the  following  inAmnatian,  whi<^  at  that  tinM 
I  oeeaatonallj  mentioned  in  the  UniTeriity  : 

"  '  Mr.  Walpole  baa  anthoriied  hia  frienda  to  dedere  that  ha  never  aiw 
thoae  Lettera  from  CbattertoD,  which  Mr.  Barrett  haa  printed,  till  tbe;  ap- 
peared in  the  new  Hittorj  of  Briatol.     Mr.  W.  alio  expreaaee  hf«  appnlien- 
rioDB,  that,  afterhii  death,  tome  pretended  anaweri  to  Item  will  be  prodnoed,' 
"  YoDTi,  Ac  RicHAan  F-f  wir  " 
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leians  ample  range  for  extending  their  triumph.  At  the 
Bame  lime  Rowley  ia  exhibited  in  another  chuacter — that 
of  a  familiar  letter-writer,  in  which  modem  words  and 
phrases  and  turn  of  diction  stand  forth  oa  conapicuous  as 
in  any  of  tiie  spurious  poems.  Still  another  character- 
that  of  a  drawer  and  designer  of  architecture, — a  copy  of 
this  I  had  as  a  great  favour  from  Mr.  Barrett  ten  or  twelve 
Tears  ago,  when  the  dispute  was  yet  in  its  infancy  j  and  I 
have  kept  it  very  choice  ever  since,  presuming  it  would 
never  appear  to  illustrate  the  History  of  Bristol  or  any 
other. 

"  Chatterton  having  met  with  such  easy  credit  at  Bris- 
tol, where  every  thing  he  produced  seems  to  have  been 
received  as  gospel,  and  by  every  bo^y,  no  wonder  he 
wished  to  extend  the  scene  of  his  forgeries,  nor  any  won- 
der that  a  rebuff  from  a  quarter  should  irritate  and  inBame 
so  proud  and  presamptuous  a  spirit  as  he  represents  his 
own  to  be,  and  what  had  welt  nigh  drawn  him  to  put  an 
end  to  his  being,  when  he  was  in  no  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  which  has  been  assigned,  though  I  think 
improperly,  for  committing' this  act  afterwards.  Had  he 
done  it  the  first  time,  there  might  have  been  a  much  bet- 
ter foundation  for  all  the  clamour  that  idle  people  raised 
of  B  great  and  promising  genius  lost  to  tlie  world  for 
want  of  patronage  and  encouragement.  It  does  not 
appear  that  after  he  left  Bristol  he  wrote  anything  under 
the  character  of  Rowley. 

"  Mr.  Porter  telling  me  his  son  was  but  little  more  than 
seventeen,  and  having  not  gone  to  school  till  foturteen,  I 
advised  him  to  defer  sending  him  to  College  yet  a-while. 
I  found,  upon  examining  him,  that  be  did  very  well  ia 
Horace  and  the  Greek  Testament. 

"  I  am,  dear  air,  yours,  very  truly, 

"  M.  LOBT." 

"  DbAB  Sir,  Stville  Bo*,  Anrut  7th,  1T89. 

'*  Inclosed  are  some  verses  from  an  old  Cambridge  col- 
lection, which,  if  you  have  not  seen,  I  think  you  will  hke 
to  bepossessed  of,  and  are  very  much  at  your  service. 

"The  Latin  letter  introduced  by  Barrett  in  the  Pre- 
face to  his  book  (page  v.)  I  am  told  is  by  Dr.  Glynne  of 
Cambridge.  Mr.  Steevens  called  on  me  yesterday,  and  to 
whom  I  communicated  what  you  wrote  to  me  concerning 
Chatterton ;  it  cannot  be  in  better  bands. 
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"  Do  yon  kaov  tliat  the  Duke  de  Liancourt^  Ftesideni 
of  the  National  Assembly,  brought  his  two  sons  to  Eng- 
land five  or  sis  years  ^o,  and  locked  them  with  Professor 
Symonds,  at  Bury,  where  they  had  English  masters,  and 
were  said  to  make  great  proficiency  in  varioos  attain  mqit», 
so  as  to  promise  to  make  great  figure  in  thdr  own  country. 
"  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  servant,     M,  Lost." 

Dr.  LoBT^s  Vindication  of  Mr,  Walpoi.b  with 
regard  to  Chattebton. 

[From  several  passages  in  these  letters  of  Dr.  Lort,  it 
appears  evident  how  anxious  Horace  Walpole  naturally 
was  to  set  himself  right  with  the  public  willk  regard  to 
ChattertoQ. 

Mr.  Walpole  incurred  so  much  censure  from  the 
admirers*  of  Chatterton,  who  even  accused  him  as  the 
cause  of  his  death,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  draw 
up  a  Pamphlet  on  the  subject,  which  is  fully  noticed  in 
Dr.  Gregory's  Life  of  Chatterton,  in  vol.  iv.  of  the  Bio- 
graphia  Britannica,  p.  5S1.  Dr.  Gregory,  after  a  full  dis- 
cussion, thus  concludes: — "Mr.  Walpole  was  certainly 
under  no  obligation  of  patronizing  Chatterton ;  to  have 
encouraged  him,  would  have  been  an  exertion  of  liberality 
and  munificence  uncommon  in  the  present  day ;  bat  to 
ascribe  to  Mr.  Walpole'a  neglect  (if  it  can  even  merit  so 
harsh  an  appellation)  the  dreadful  catastrophe,  would  be 
the  highest  de^ee  of  injustice  and  absurdity,"  In  a  note 
lie  adds,  "A.  learned  and  respectable  friend,  on  reading  these 
memoirs  in  manuscript,  favoured  me  with  the  following 
'Vindication  of  Mr.  Walpole,  which,  for  the  satisfaction  <» 
those  who  wish  for  the  fullest  information  on  the  subject, 
I  insert  enljre."t 

As  the  Vindication  of  Mr.  Walpole  was  by  Dr.  Lort, 
a  reprint  of  it  will  not  be  an  inappropriate  conclu^on  to 
the  correspondence  of  these  two  eminent  men. — Edit.] 

"It  has  already  been  stated  that,  in  March,  1769, 
-Chatterton,  not  long  after  his  acquuntance  with  Mr. 
Barrett  and  Mr.  Catcott,  to  whom  he  had  communicated 

*  Dt.  VicemmMt  Kdoi  was  irary  fcrere  on  Mr.  Volpole'i  ooadnct  nqwct- 
ini  Ch*t(crtoD,  in  hii  "  Eiraji,''  bat  ifcenTuili  omitted  th«  moatobiecliDB- 
aUe  puucea  in  the  tenth  edition  of  hii  work.  Sea  Gant.  Ma«.  for  lT89i 
fp.  602,  684,  707. 

t  The  life  of  ChattertOD,  bj  Dr.  Gregorj,  u  ■ociued  of  partialitj  bnnrdi 
^Wilpote  In  Gent.  Ml;,  for  l}92,  p,  1076,  ttud  noduitad  in  the  Mune  Urn. 
for  1793,  p.  !38. 
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«ome  originals  and  some  transcripts  of  Rowley's  Poems, 
wrote  B  letter  to  Mr.  H.  Walpole,  inclosing  also  a  specimen 
of  the  poems,  and  solitnting  nis  patronage.  Let  the  reader 
take  the  account  in  Mr.  Walpole's  own  words,  from  an 
extract  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  W.  B.  added  to  another  letter  to 
the  editor  of  Chatterton's  Miscellanies,  and  printed  at 
Strawberry-hill,  1779. 

*  I  am  far  from  determined  to  publish  anything  about 
Chatterton :  it  would  almost  look  like  making  myself  a 
party.  I  do  not  love  controversy.  If  I  print,  my  chief 
reason  would  be  that,  both  in  the  account  of  the  poems, 
and  in  Mr.  Warton's  last  volume,  my  name  has  been 
brought  in  with  so  little  circumspection  and  accuracy,  that 
it  lotMcs  as  if  my  rejection  of  Chatterton  had  driven  him 
to  despair ;  whereas  I  was  the  first  person  on  whom  he 
essayed  his  art  and  ambition,  instead  of  being  the  last.  I 
never  saw  him ;  there  was  an  interval  of  near  two  years 
between  his  application  to  me  and  his  dismal  end ;  nor 
bad  he  quitted  his  master,  nor  was  neceasitoas,  nor  other- 
wise pour  than  attomies'  clerks  usually  are ;  nor  had  he 
come  to  London,  nor  launched  into  dissipation,  when  his 
correspondence  with  me  stopped.  As  faithfully  as  I  can 
recollect  the  circumstances,  without  dates,  and  without 
searching  for  what  few  memorandums  I  preserved  relative 
to  him,  I  will  recapitulate  his  history  with  me.  fiathurst, 
my  bookseller,  brought  me  a  packet  left  with  him:  it 
contained  an  ode,  or  uttle  poem,  of  two  or  three  stanzas  in 
alternate  rhyme,  on  the  death  of  Richard  the  First ;  and  I 
was  told,  in  very  few  lines,  that  it  had  been  found  at 
Bristol,  with  many  other  old  poems,  and  that  the  poa- 
Besaor  could  famish  me  with  accounts  of  a  series  of  great 
painters  who  had  flourished  at  Bristol. 

'  Here  I  must  pause  to  mention  my  own  reflections.  At 
first  I  concluded  that  somebody,  having  met  with  my 
Anecdotes  of  Painting,  had  a  mind  to  laugh  at  me.  J 
thought  not  very  ingemously,  as  I  was  not  likely  to  swallow 
8  succession  of  great  painters  at  Bristol.  The  ode,  or 
sonnet,*  as  I  think  it  was  called,  was  too  pretty  to  be  part 
of  the  plan ;  and,  as  is  easy  with  all  the  other  supposed 
poems  of  Rowley,  it  was  not  difficult  to  make  it  modem 
by  changing  the  old  words  for  new,  though  yet  more  diffi- 
cult than  with  most  of  them.  You  see  I  tell  you  fairly  the 
case. 

■  ■<  Blohud  o[  lAoa'a  heirt  to  fight  U  tone." 
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*  I  wrote,  according  to  the  inclosed  direction,  for  faitha 
particulars.  Chatterton,  in  ansver,  informed  me  tiiat  he 
was  the  son  of  a  poor  widow,  who  supported  him  with 
great  difficultv;  that  be  was  clerk  or  apprentice  to  an 
attorney,  but  had  a  taste  and  turn  for  more  elegant  ata- 
dies,  and  hinted  a  wish  that  I  would  assist  him  with  my 
interest  in  emerging  out  of  so  dull  a  profession,  by  pro- 
curing him  some  place  in  which  he  could  pursue  his 
natural  bent.  He  affirmed  that  great  treasures  of  andent 
poetry  had  been  discovered  in  his  native  inty,  and  were  in 
the  hAnds  of  a  perton  who  had  lent  him  ijiose  he  had 
transmitted  to  me ;  for  be  now  sent  me  others,  amongst 
which  was  an  absolute  modem  pastoral  in  dialogue,  thinly 
sprinkled  with  old  words.*  Pray  observe,  sir,  that  he 
affirmed  having  received  the  poems  from  another  person ; 
whereas  it  is  ascertained  that  the  gentleman  at  Bristol, 
who  possesses  the  fund  of  Rowley's  poems,  received  them 
from  Chatterton. 

'  I  wrote  to  a  relation  of  mine  at  Bath  to  inquire  into 
the  situation  and  character  of  Chatterton,  according  to  his 
own  account  of  himself:  nothing  was  returned  about  hi* 
character,  but  his  story  was  verified. 

*  In  the  mean  time  I  communicated  the  poems  to  Mr, 
Gray  and  Mr.  Mason,  who  at  once  pronounced  them  for- 
geries, and  declared  there  was  no  symptom  in  them  of 
their  being  the  productions  of  near  so  distant  an  age; 
the  language  and  metres  being  totally  unlike  anything 
ancient. 

'  Well,  sir,  being  satisfied  with  my  intelligence  aboat 
Chatterton,  I  wrote  him  a  letter  with  as  much  kindness 
and  tenderness  as  if  I  had  been  his  guardian ;  for,  though 
I  bad  no  doubt  of  his  impositions,  such  a  spirit  of  poetry 
breathed  in  his  coinage  as  interested  me  for  him;  nor  was 
it  a  grave  crime  in  a  young  bard  to  have  forged  false  notes 
of  hand,  that  were  to  pass  current  only  in  the  parish  of 
Parnassus.  I  undeceived  bim  about  my  being  a  person  of 
any  interest,  and  urged,  that  in  duty  and  gratitude  to  his 
mother,  who  had  straitened  herself  to  breed  him  up  to  a 
profession,  be  ought  to  labour  in  it,  that  in  her  old  age  he 
might  absolve  his  filial  debt;  and  I  told  him  that,  when 
he  should  have  made  a  fortune,  he  might  unbend  himself 
with  the  studies  consonant  to  his  inclinations.  I  told 
him  also  that  I  had  communicated  his  transcripts  to  better 

*  ElinoBrt  and  Juga. 
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jadges,  and  that  they  were  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
authenticity  of  his  supposed  MSS.  He  wrote  me  rather  a 
peevish  answer,  said  he  could  not  contest  with  a  person 
of  my  teaming  (a  compliment  hy  no  means  due  to  me, 
and  which  I  certainly  had  not  assumed,  haring  mentioned 
my  having  consulted  abler  judges),  maintained  the  ge- 
nuineness of  the  poems,  and  demanded  to  have  them 
returned,  at  they  were  the  property  of  another  gentleman. 
Remember  this. 

'  When  I  received  this  letter  I  was  going  to  Paris  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  either  forgot  his  request  of  the  poems,  or 
perhaps  not  having  time  to  have  tiiem  copied,  deferred 
complying  till  my  return,  which  was  to  be  in  six  weeks. 
I  protest  I  do  not  remember  which  was  the  case ;  and  yet, 
though  in  a  cause  of  so  little  importance,  I  wilt  not  utter  a 
syllable  of  which  I  am  not  positively  certain,  nor  will 
cfaai;ge  my  memory  with  a  tittle  beyond  what  it  retains. 
Soon  after  my  return  from  France  I  received  another 
letter  &om  Chatterton,  the  style  of  which  was  singularly 
impertinent.  He  demanded  his  poems  roughly;  and 
added,  that  I  should  not  have  dared  to  use  him  so  ill 
if  be  had  not  acquainted  me  with  the  narrowness  of  his 
(nrcumstances.  My  heart  did  not  accuse  me  of  insolence 
to  him.  I  wrote  an  toswer  to  him,  expostulating  with 
him  on  his  injustice,  and  renewing  good  advice ;  but  upon 
second  thoughts,  reflecting  that  so  wrong-headed  a  young 
man,  of  whom  1  knew  nothing,  and  whom  I  bad  never 
seen,  might  be  absurd  enough  to  print  my  letter,  I  flung 
it  into  we  fire;  and  wrapping  up  both  his  poems  ana 
letters,  without  taking  a  copy  of  cither,  for  which  I  am 
now  sorry,  I  returned  all  to  him,  and  thought  no  more 
about  him  or  them  till  about  a  year  and  a  half  after,  when, 
Aning  at  the  Royal  Academy,  Dr.  Goldsmith  drew  the 
attention  of  the  company  with  an  account  of  a  marvellous 
treasure  of  ancient  poems  lately  discovered  at  Bristol,  and 
expressed  enthusiastic  belief  in  them,  for  which  he  was 
laughed  at  by  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  present.  I  soon 
found  diis  was  the  trouvaille  of  my  friend  Chatterton,  and 
I  told  Dr.  Goldsmith  that  this  novelty  was  none  to  me, 
who  might,  if  I  had  pleased,  have  had  the  honour  of 
ushering  the  great  discovery  to  the  learned  world.  Yon 
may  imagine,  sir,  we  did  not  at  all  agree  in  the  measure 
of  our  faith ;  but  thoiigh  his  credulity  diverted  me,  my 
mirth  was  soon  dashed ;  for  on  asking  about  Chattertxin, 
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he  totd  me  be  had  been  in  London,  and  had  destroyed 
himself.  I  heartily  wished  then  that  I  had  been  the  dnpe 
of  all  the  poor  young  man  had  written  to  me;  for  who 
would  not  have  his  understanding  imposed  upon  to  save 
a  fellow  being  from  the  utmost  wretchedness — despur  and 
suicide  I  and  a  poor  youne  man,  not  eighteen,  and  of  such 
miraculous  talents ;  for,  dear  sir,  if  I  wanted  credulity  on 
one  hand,  it  is  ample  on  the  other.  Yet  heap  all  the 
improbabilities  you  please  on  the  head  of  Chatterton,  the 
impossibility  on  Rowley's  side  will  remain.  An  amazing 
genius  for  poetry,  which  one  of  them  possessed,  might 
flash  out  in  the  darkest  age ;  but  could  Rowley  anticipate 
the  phraseology  of  the  eighteenth  century?  His  poetic 
fire  might  burst  through  the  obstacles  of  the  times ;  like 
Homer,  or  other  original  bards,  he  might  have  formed  a 
poetical  style,  but  would  it  have  been  predlsely  that  of  an 
age  subsequent  to  him  by  some  hundred  years?  Nobody 
can  admire  the  poetry  of  the  poems  in  question  more  than 
I  do;  but,  except  being  better  than  most  modem  verses, 
in  what  do  they  differ  in  the  construction  ?  The  words  are 
old,  the  construction  evidently  of  yesterday,  and  by  sub- 
stituting modem  words,  aye,  single  words,  to  the  old,  or 
to  those  invented  by  Chatterton,  in  what  do  they  differ? 
Try  that  method  with  any  composition,  even  in  prose,  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  see  if  the  consequence  will  be 
the  same.  But  I  am  getting  into  the  controversy  instead 
of  concluding  my  narrative,  which  indeed  is  ended.' 

"  Whatever  imputation  might  have  lain  on  Mr.  Walpole 
with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Chatterton,  before  these 
particulars  were  known,  and  this  narrative  appeared,  surely 
there  can  be  no  impartial  reader  of  it  who  will  not  acquit 
bim  of  any  ill  treatment  of  a  person  who  appeared  to  bim 
in  so  questionable  a  shape,  and  allow  that,  in  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  situation,  he  could  scarcely  have  acted  otherwise 
than  he  did.  For  what  was  the  case  ?  A  youth  of  sixteoi 
years  of  age,  clerk  to  an  attorney  at  Bristol,  totally  un- 
known to  Mr.  Walpole,  sends  him  a  letter,  acquunting 
him  that  the  writer,  though  bred  to  the  law,  had  a  taste 
for  politer  studies,  particularly  poetry,  and  wished  to  be 
drawn  out  of  his  present  situation,  and  placed  in  one  moR 
at  his  ease,  where  he  might  pursue  the  studies  more  con- 

fenial  to  his  taste  and  genius ;  but  of  this  taste  and  genius 
e  produces  no  other  proof  than  transcripts  of  some  old 
poems,  said  to  have  been  found  at  Bristol,  and  to  be  the 
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property^  mother  person.  These  poems  being  exhibited 
by  Mr.  iValpole  to  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason,  diose  excel- 
lent and  impartial  judges  agreed  in  opinion  that  they  must 
be  modem  productions,  disguised  in  antiquated  phrases ; 
and,  vith  regard  to  a  long  list  of  Bristol  artists,  carvers 
and  painters,  announced  aJso  as  part  of  this  treasure,  Mr. 
Walpole  was  as  confident  that  none  such  ever  had  any  exist- 
ence, and  therefore  he  could  not  help  concluding  that  the 
whole  was  a  fiction,  contrived  by  some  one  or  more  lite- 
rary wags,  who  wished  to  impose  on  bis  credulity,  and  to 
laugh  at  him  if  they  succeeded ;  and  that  Chatterton  was 
only  the  instrument  employed  to  introduce  and  recom- 
mend these  old  writings.  His  youth  and  situation  could 
not  lead  Mr.  Walpole  to  suppose  he  was  himself  the  author 
and  contriver,'  more  especially  as  he  asserted  them  to  be 
the  property  of  a  person  at  Bristol  then  alive.  He  had 
indeed  represented  himself  as  a  lover  of  the  muses,  but 
had  given  no  specimens  of  his  oum  compositions.  The 
'  kindest  thing  therefore  Mr.  Walpole  could  do  for  a  young 
man  in  this  situation  was,  after  a  gentle  hint  of  his  suspi-r 
cions  of  the  authenticity  of  the  poems,  to  recommend  to 
hia  correspondent  to  pursue  the  une  of  business  in  which 
he  was  placed,  as  most  likely  to  secure  a  decent  main- 
tenance for  himself,  and  enable  him  to  assist  his  mother. 
However  disappointed  Chatterton  might  have  been  at 
the  time,  and  angry  with  Mr.  Walpole  for  this  rebuff, 
it  should  seem  as  if  he  had  not  harboured  any  long  or 
strong  resentment  against  that  gentleman  ;  for  in  a  copy 
of  verses  addressed  to  Miss  M.  R.  and  sent  by  him  to 
the  Town  and  Country  Magazine,  and  printed  in  the 
number  for  January,  1770,  is  the  following  stanza : — 
'  Yet  iTh«n  that  bloom  and  duiciag  Gra 

la  lilTer'd  rcTerenco  ihall  axpire, 
Aged,  wrinkled,  and  dshced ; 

To  keep  one  lorer*!  flame  aliie 

B«qnirei  tbe  geniiu  of  a  Clivt, 
With  WAi.roL«'B  mental  ta«te.'(*) 

**  It  should  seem  also  that  Chatterton  had  in  part  adopted 
Mr.  Walpole's  advice,  by  continuing  with  his  master  a 
full  twelvemonth  after  his  application  to  that  gentleman. 
Then  he  got  dismissed  from  his  master  and  went  to 
London,  in  full  confidence  that  his  literary  talents  would 
find  ample  employment  and  encouragement  from  the 
London  bookseUers ;  bat,  being  disappointed  in  his  ex- 

■  See  Chatterton'!  MUcelUoie*,  p.  8S. 
VOL.  VII.  2  O 
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pectation,  the  fatal  conclusion  which  has  juat  been  men- 
tioned took  place.  Had  this  been  the  case  immediately 
on  his  receipt  of  Mr.  Walpole's  last  letter,  some  shadow 
of  foandation  might  have  appeared  for  the  harsh  censurea 
passed  on  Mr.  Walpole's  treatment  of  this  ill-fated  yoath, 
though,  even  then,  no  real  one,  all  circumstances  conn- 
dered. 

"  From  the  spirited  reply  of  Mr.  Walpole  to  one  of  these 
censurers  (the  editor  of  Chatterton's  Misoellanies),  and 
printed  in  the  same  pamphlet  as  the  letter  to  W.  B.  the 
following  extract  is  given,  as  equally  applicable  to  all 
objectors. 

'  Was  it  the  part  of  a  just  man  to  couple  Chatterton's 
first  unsuccessful  application  with  his  &tal  exit,  and  load 
me  with  both  ?  Does  your  enthusiastic  admiration  of  his 
abilities,  or  your  regrets  for  the  honour  of  England's 
poetry,  warrant  such  a  concatenation  of  ideas  ?  Was  poor 
Chatterton  so  modest,  or  so  desponding,  as  to  abandon 
his  enterprises  on  their  being  damped  by  me?  Did  he 
not  continue  to  pursue  them  i  Is  this  country  so  desti- 
tute of  patrons  of  genius,  or  do  I  move  in  so  eminent  and 
distinguished  a  sphere,  tiiat  a  repulse  from  me  is  a  dagger 
to  talents  ?  Did  not  Chatterton  come  to  London  after 
that  miscarriage  ?  Did  he  relinquish  his  counterfeiting 
propensity  on  its  being  lost  on  me?  Was  he  an  inof- 
fensiTe,  ingenuous  youth,  amit  with  the  love  of  the  muses, 
and  soaring  above  a  sordid  and  servile  profession,  whose 
early  blossoms,  being  blighted  by  my  insolence,  withered 
in  mortified  obscurity,  and  on  seeing  his  hopes  of  fame 
blasted,  sunk  beneath  the  frowns  of  ignorant  and  insolent 
wealth;  or  did  he,  after  launchiog  into  all  the  e 


Jou  describe,  and  vainly  hoping  to  gratify  his  ambition 
y  adulation  to,  or  satires  on,  all  ranks  and  parties  of  men, 
fiul  a  victim  to  his  own  ungovernable  spirit,  and  to  the 
deplorable  straits  to  which  he  had  reduced  himself?  The 
interval  was  short,  I  own ;  but  as  every  moment  of  so 
extraordinary  a  life  was  crowded  with  efforts  of  his  enter- 
prising genius,  allow  me  to  say  with  truth^  that  there  was 
a  large  chasm  between  his  application  to  me  and  faia 
miserable  conclusion.  You  know  there  was ;  and  though 
my  falling  into  his  snare  might  have  varied  the  sera  of  his 
exploits,  it  is  more  likely  that  that  success  would  rather 
have  encouraged  than  checked  his  enterprises.  When  he 
pursued  his  turn  for  fabricating  ancient  writings,  in  spite  of 
the  mortification  he  received  from  me,  it  is  not  probable  Ibat 
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he  would  have  been  corrected  by  success :  such  is  not  the 
nature  of  auccess,  when  it  is  the  reward  of  artifice.  I 
should  be  more  justly  reproachable  for  having  contributed 
to  cherish  an  impostor,  than  I  am  for  having  accelerated 
his  fat«.  I  cannot  repeat  the  words  without  emotions 
of  indignation  on  my  owu  account,  and  of  compassion  on 
his.  O.'  * 

Mr.  Wa]pole*s  narrative  concludes  with  an  Appendix, 
in  which  he  ^ves  a  general  view  of  the  character  and 
works  of  Chatterton,  so  ably  and  elegantly  appreciated 
that  1  cannot  resist  the  reprinting  it : 

'^  As  the  warmest  devotees  to  Chatterton  cannot  be 
more  persuaded  than  I  am  of  the  marvellous  vigour  of  his 
genius  at  so  very  premature  an  age,  I  shall  here  subjoin 
the  principal  leras  of  his  life,  which,  when  compared  with 
the  powers  of  his  mind,  the  perfection  of  his  poetry,  his 
knowledge  of  the  world, — which,  though  in  some  respects 
erroneous,  spoke  quick  intuition, — his  humour,  his  vein  of 
satire,  and,  above  all,  the  amazing  number  of  books  he 
must  have  looked  into,  though  chained  down  to  a  labo- 
rious and  almost  incessant  service,  and  confined  to  Bristol, 
except  at  most  for  the  last  five  months  of  his  life,  the 
rapidity  with  which  he  adzed  all  the  topics  of  conversation 
then  in  vogue,  whether  of  politics,  literature,  or  feshion; 
and  when,  added  to  all  this  mass  of  reflection,  it  is  remem- 
bered that  his  youthful  passions  were  indulged  to  excess, 
feith  in  such  a  prodigy  may  well  be  suspended,  and  we 
should  look  for  some  secret  agent  behind  the  curtain,  if  it 
were  not  as  difficult  to  believe  that  any  man  possessed  of 
such  a  vein  of  genuine  poetry  would  have  submitted  to 
lie  concealed  while  he  actuated  a  puppet,  or  would  have 
stooped  to  prostitute  his  muse  to  so  many  unworthy  func- 
tions. But  nothing  in  Chatterton  can  be  separated  from 
Chatterton.  His  noblest  flights,  his  sweetest  strains,  his 
grossest  ribaldry,  and  his  most  common-place  imitations 
of  the  produc^ons  of  Magazines,  were  all  the  effervescences 
of  the  same  ungovernable  impulse,  which,  cameleon-like, 
imbibed  the  colours  of  all  it  looked  on.  It  was  Ossian, 
or  a  Saxon  monk,  or  Qray,  or  Smollett,  or  Junius ;  and  if 
it  foiled  most  in  what  it  most  affected  to  be,  a  poet  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  it  was  because  it  could  not  imitate  what 
had  not  existed.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  first  impres- 
irion  made  on  so  warm  and  fertile  an  imagination  was  the 
pight  of  some  old  parchments  at  Bristol;  that,  meeting  with 

*  Bit^nipbiB  Britannica,  vol.  IV. 
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Ossian'a  poema,  hia  aoul,  which  was  all  poetry,  felt  it  wu 
a  lan^age  in  which  hia  inveution  could  expreaa  itaelf: 
and  having  lighted  on  the  namea  of  Rowley  and  Cannings 
he  bent  hia  reaearchea  towards  the  authors  of  their  ag^ 
and,  as  1^  as  his  meana  could  reach,  in  so  confined  a 
sphere,  he  assembled  materials  enough  to  deceive  those 
who  have  all  their  lives  dealt  in  such  uncouth  lore,  and 
not  in  our  claaaic  authors,  nor  have  perceived  that  taste 
had  not  developed  itaelf  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  It  ia 
the  taste  in  Rowley's  supposed  poems  that  will  for  ever 
exclude  them  from  belonging  to  that  period.  Mr.  I^r- 
whitt  and  Mr.  Warton  have  convicted  them  of  being 
spurious  by  technical  criteriona ;  and  Rowley,  I  doubt, 
will  remain  in  pos^eaaion  of  nothing  that  did  not  deserve 
to  be  forgotten,  even  ahould  aome  fragmenta  of  old  parch- 
ments and  old  verses  be  aacertained  antique. 

"  Thomaa  Chatterton,  bom  20th  of  Nov.  1 752. 

"  Educated  at  the  Bluecoat  achool  at  Bristol,  where 
reading  and  writing  and  accounts  are  only  taught. 

"  Put  clerk  to  an  attorney,  July,  1766. 

"  First  taken  notice  of  i'ot  a  paper  put  into  Farley's 
Bristol  Journal,  and  said  to  he  from  an  old  MS.,  1st  Oct. 
1768. 

"  First  inaerted  a  little  poem  of  his  own  and  an  extract 
from  an  old  MS.  in  the  Town  and  Country  Magaune, 
February*  [March],  1769. 

"  Sent  specimena  of  aeveral  andent  poema  to  Mr.  H.  W. 
Stud  there  were  many  more,  and  offered  to  transcribe  the 
whole,  March,  1769. 

"  He  was  then  aged  16  years  and  4  montha. 

"  Went  to  London,  April,  1770. 

**  Died,  Auguat,  1770." 

The  melancholy  fate  of  Chatterton  ia  detailed  by  Mr. 
Barrett,  in  his  History  of  Bristol,  pp.  646,  647,t  with 
more  minuteness  than  is  found  in  common  biographies  of 
this  unfortunate  youth.  Mr.  Barrett  gives  a  letter  of  Chat- 
terton, in  which  he  acknowledges  that  hia  ruling  sin  was 
"Pride,  damn'd  native  unconquerable  pride,  that  plunges 
me  into   distraction."     Chatterton,  it  appears,   "  took  a. 

*  6m  |i.  638. 

t  Seo  ID  able  nriew  of  Burett'i  Briitol,  by  Mr.  Gongh,  hi  Oent.  H^. 
17S9,  p.  981,  in  wbieh  he  ridicalei  Mr.  Burett'i  orednlitf  on  tka  nibiect  of 
B^wln.  Indted,lt  Mwretlr  credible  how krgeaihire of  ^blie«Hnntianw« 
exeit«db]'po«m«hMi  Dowappew,  ttfinli^t,  palpate  brseriea.  Anln- 
■Ue  Mnmondencs  between  Mr.  Barrett  and  Dr.  Dooud,  relalJTC  t»h» 
HiatoTT  ot  Briatol,  ia  printed  in  Gent.  Mag.  1786,  pp.  460 — IM,  S44,  MO. 
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large  dose  of  opium,  some  of  which  waa  picked  out  of  his 
teeth  after  death,  and  he  was  found  the  next  morning 
(Aug.  25,  1770)  a  moat  hoTrid  spectacle,  with  limbs  and 
features  distorted  as  after  convulsions,  a  frightful  and 
ghastly  corpse."  He  was  buried  in  the  hurying-ground 
belonging  to  Shoe-lane  workhouse,  now  the  site  of  Fleet 
Market.*  Mr.  Chalmers,  in  his  Biographical  Dictionary, 
has  nven  a  good  digest  of  the  Life  of  Chatterton  and  the 
Rowleian  controversy ;  with  a  list  of  the  writers  on  each 
side.  Mr.  Chalmers  observes,  "  The  event  of  Chatterton's 
suicide  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  periodicals  of  the 
day,  and  no  notice  of  it  occurs  for  nearly  seven  years 
after  bis  death,  when  Rowley's  Poems  were  nrst  published. 
This  led  to  a  very  acute  and  long-protracted  discussion 
on  their  merits.  Those  who  contended  for  the  authentic 
city  of  Rowley's  Poems,  were  for  sinking  every  drcum* 
stance  that  could  prove  the  genius  of  Chatterton ;  while 
Mr.  T.  Warton  and  others  brought  the  poems  to  die  test 
of  internal  evidence,  and  discovered  that,  however  extra- 
ordinary it  was  for  Chatterton  to  produce  them  in  thelSth 
century,  it  was  impomble  that  Rowley  could  have  written 
them  in  the  I5th."t 

chattebton's  enowlbdob  of  hbraldbt. 
"  Mb.  Urban,  Oct.  10, 1787. 

"  Every  fragment  of  the  truly  ingenious  and  unfortunate 
Chatterton  has  a  kind  of  prescriptive  claim  to  literary  re- 
gard. Whether  this  be  founded  on  the  pertinacity  of 
opinions  concerning  the  imposture  or  originality  of  the 
poems  of  Rowley,  or  their  real  merit,  it  may  be  now  too 
ute  to  inquire.  The  subjoined  authentic  letter,  which  I 
respectfully  offer,  proves  him  to  have  been  no  mean  adept 
in  the  science  of  heraldry,  bis  proficiency  in  which  I  oo 

*  la  tha  Henotrt  of  tbs  Rer.  T.  Mawice  li  an  Intcraadng  Esaf  on 
Chatterton,  which  itatsi  that  Sir  William  Jonea  wai  from  the  fii«t  cgnnnced 
bj  intenul  eridcnce  that  the  poema  of  Rowlej  were  a  U>ricKtlan,  at  the 
Moe  time  that  he  paid  a  trihal«  JD«tlj  dae  to  the  abilltiea  of  the  fabrioator. 
The  Eaaa;  meBtiaiM  inaof  drconiitaiicea  of  ChitteitoD'a  melancholj  end  t 
and  thna  eondadet :  "The  (ate  oftbiaiuifoTtaiiate  roung  man,  one  of  the 
greateat  geninaea,  if  not  the  [reateat  seolna  of  the  1  Bth  centojy,  abonld  teach 
otlien,  if  poaaeaaed  of  OBNioa,  to  check  iti  irrejnlaritiei ;  if  b^niled  bj 
lUorriON,  to  oonaidar  tha  enirf ,  the  danger  that  for  era  attend  it  in  Ita  moat 
aaoceaafal  career ;  if  bebmjed  into  imvidslitt,  the  mlaer;  that  haunt*  It 
thioDch  life,  and  the  a^raiated  horror*  that  mark  ita  end." 

t  Chalmera,  p.  189.  For  fall  particntara  of  the  contrOTen;,  tee  the  nri- 
o«a  Tohimea  of  the  Gentleman**  Hacaaine ;  aod  the  General  tndezea  to  that 
woA.Tol.  1.399,111.  :iT7. 
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not  remember  to  have  found  discussed  by  those  who  have 
BO  scrupulously  examined  every  acquisition  of  knowledge 
he  could  possibly  have  made. 

*  To  Ralph  Bigland,  Esq.  Somerset  Herald. 

*  Sir,  Hearing  you  are  composing  a  book  of  heraldry,  I 
trouble  you  with  this.  Most  of  our  heralds  assert  Kles 
should  never  be  borne  in  even  numbers.  I  have  seen 
several  old  seals  with  four,  six,  and  eight;  and  in  the 
cathedral  here  is  a  coat  of  the  Berkeleys  with  four. 

'  Curious  coats  in  and  about  Bristol : — 

'  Barry  of  six,  or  and  axure,  connterchanged  per  fess, 
by  Gilbert  de  Gaunt.  Argent,  a  maunch  gules,  edged  or 
verdoy  of  trefoils,  by  John  Cosier.  Or,  a  canton  sable, 
by  Delouvis.  A  seal,  Quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  on  a 
bend  three  annulets,  second  and  third  a  bead  couped 
gutt£,  by  the  name  of  Sancto  Lovis,  to  a  deed  dated  1204. 

'  Your  most  humble  servant,    Thouab  CBATTBRTON.f 

"  It  is  observable,  that  this  last  quartering  is  the  ar-> 
Morial  bearing  ascribed  by  Cbatterton  to  William  Can- 
nynge,  and  exhibited  in  the  fac-simile  published  at  the 
end  of  Tyrwhitf  s  edition  of  Rowley.  Sir  Thomas  Caa- 
ning,  brother  of  WilUam,  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
1456,  and,  in  Stowe's  Catalogue,  bears,  '  Argent,  three 
Moor's  heads  couped  proper.' 

"  Were  I  at  liberty  to  communicate,  I  could  confirm  an 
assertion,  that  Cbatterton  was  as  expert  in  the  inventioa 
of  coats  of  arms,  as  of  the  poems  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
The  manuscripts  I  allude  to  contain  a  history  of  the  fitmily 
of  one  of  his  Bristol  patrons,  which,  though  eminently 
dignified  by  him,  is  notoriously  plebeian.  In  the  title- 
page,  it  is  said  to  be  collected  from  '  the  heralds  of  March 
ana  Garter's  Records.'  The  margin  is  filled  with  refer- 
ences to  various  books  of  antiquity  and  manuscripts ;  and 
one  of  his  authorities  is  Rowley.  In  the  course  of  the 
history,  some  hundred  bearings  are  described,  the  greater 
number  of  which  are  certainly  forged,  and  the  arms  of 
many  great  bmilies  entirely  di^rent  from  what  they 
have  ever  borne.  His  emblazoning  is  in  no  instance 
foulty,  but  seems  to  evince  a  more  than  ordinary  know- 
ledge of  the  art.  J,  D."* 

'  Probably  Ibe  Rer.  Junes  Dallaway,  id  the  Gentlemu'i  Htguine,  to). 
LVII.  p.  954.  Hi*  opinion  of  Chattortoa'i  ikiU  in  bUionrr  it,  bowenr> 
uircelf  lupported  bjr  the  ipeciraeD  ■boTC  giien. 
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LETTERS 

Of  Dr.  Pbrct  to  the  Rev.  Db.  Birch.* 

The  followiDg  Letters  of  Dr.  Percy,  relative  to 
his  early  works,  were  preserved  by  Dr.  Birch 
among  his  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum, 
No.  4316.  Dr.  BirchdiedJan.  9, 1766.  A  memoir 
and  character  of  him  will  be  found  in  literary 
Anecdotes,  vol.  V.  pp.  282 — 290  j  and  very  ntime- 
rous  notices  of  him  and  his  works  in  Index  to  Lit. 
Anec.  VIL  pp.  32,  33,  516.  A  portrait  and  auto- 
graph of  Dr.  Birch  are  given  in  Literary  Illustra- 
tions, vol.  IV.  p.  24 1 ;  ^d  numerous  letters  from 
the  Duchess  of  Kent,  Earl  of  Buchan,  Archbishops 
Herring  and  Seeker,  Bishops  Hoadly  and  War- 
burton,  Dr.  Z.  Grey,  Dr.  Jordn,  Mr.  Garrick,  Dr. 
Ducarel,  Mr.  Theobald,  Mr.  Wray,  Mr.  Da  Costa, 
&c.  addressed  to  Dr.  Birch,  have  been  published  in 
former  volumes  of  the  literary  Illustrations. 


"  RsV.  Doctor,  Euton  Hanaoit,  AprU  21,  I76S. 

"  I  was  lately  in  LoDdon  for  a  few  days,  but  was  pre- 
veDted  from  paying  my  respects  to  you,  partly  by  a  very 
severe  cold  which  confined  me  a  good  deal,  and  partly  by 
the  dilatoriness  of  the  printer  of  the  Dnke  of  Buclungbam's 
Works.*     He  promised  me  the  new    'Key  to  the  Re- 

*  Dr.  Pacj  Bntered  into  ui  ■grMment  wich  Mean.  Toncon  in  ITGl  for 
mn  editloQ  of  "  The  Worki  of  Qsorge  Villien,  ucond  Duke  of  Boddng. 
bun,"  (or  wbxdh  ha  receired  fiftjp-twa  gniaeu;  and  March  S4|  1763,  for 
«n  «ilition  of  Lord  Sunaj'i  Poemi,  for  twenty  gnineu.  Both  then  workt 
were  printed,  bnt  Dersr  pnbliihcd,  bj  Bp.  Ferc^  See  lit.  Anec.  III.  T53> 
I  hne  mn  imperFeet  copj  of  Bp.  Percj'a  anpabliBhed  edician  of  th«  Worki  of 
OMige  Villian,  DmkeofBnekinghuD,  in  3  toU.  Bid.  Vol.  I.  conuing  "Tha 
Itcbain*l,""TheChBiicea,"  "  The  Reatontion.  or  Right  will  take  plua  ;" 
and  "A  neir  Key  to  the  Behemal,"  incomplete,  ending  with  pace  464. 
VoL  II.  contain*  "  Poema  on  lereral  Occaiiani ;"  Dialofpiaa  and  Pieoei  of 
HamouT,  rlz.  The  Battle  of  Sedgmoor,  a  firee  ;  A  ConTeTence  with  an  Iriih 
Pricati  The  Militant  Coople,  or  a  Haaband  may  thank  hinuelfi  A  Character 
of  an  Uglr  WoDiBD,  oi  a  Hoe  and  Cry  after  Beantr.  Speechea  in  Farlla* 
ment.  ramiUar  Ltttera.  Traeta  and  ControTinial  Fiecei,  vit.  A  Letter  to 
Sir  T.  Oabom ;  A  Letter  to  Martin  Clifford ;  A  ihort  Diicoarie  npoa  tb« 
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heoraal '  should  be  ready  for  me  to  present  to  yon  and  my 
Lord  Hardwicke  as  soon  as  I  got  to  town ;  and  I  deferred 
waiting  on  you  till  I  could  bnng  my  work  with  me,  till 
the  whole  time  elapsed  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  town 
without  praienting  the  work  either  to  my  Lord  or  your- 
self. I  am,  however,  in  hopes  it  will  be  sent  in  a  £ew 
days,  both  to  you  and  his  Lordship,  to  whom  be  pleased 
to  present  my  most  humble  respects.  Along  with  the 
copy  to  yon,  will  be  sent  your  '  Life  of  Addison,'  for  the 
loan  of  which  I  return  my  best  thanks. 

"  With  r^ard  to  the  '  Key  to  the  Rehearsal,*  I  must 
beg  the  favoor  of  you  never  to  show  it  to  any  one  till  the 
book  is  published,  which  will  not  be  soon.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  hvoured  with  any  hints,  either  for  perfecting 
that  work  or  the  proposed  edition  of  the  Spectator, 
Guardian,  and  Tatler,*  which  will  be  an  addition  to  the 
favour  already  conferred  on.  Rev.  Doctor,  yoor  most 
obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

"Thob.  Pbrct." 

"  Rav.  Doctor,  Euton  HandiiiC,  Jolj  S,  1763. 

"  I  received  the  favour  of  your  obliging  letter,  and  the 
very  curious  papers  that  accompanied  it.  They  are  to  me 
inraluable,  and  will  give  an  importance  to  my  proposed 
work,  which  it  must  otherwise  have  wanted.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  same,  and  present  my 
most  humble  acknowledgments  to  my  Lord  Royston,  for 
condescending  to  interest  himself  so  much  in  my  &TOur. 

reMon&bleneia  of  Men'*  hiTtiig  a  RdifioD  orWonhu^of  God;  A  SiMrt 
AniiTBr  to  the  Dq](«  of  BackinKbun'i  Paper  coBoanini;  Rdigioiu  T(ri«r«tioa 
and  Libertj'  of  CoiucieDOB ;  Ae  Dnka'a  Anawer  to  taa  onloowti  AMbor  of 
The  Short  Antwer,  aio.—Donbtfn]  Pieoea.  Under  tU«  bead  tha  onlj  pme 
ii  "  Poetical  ReflectiDiia  on  Abiolom  a&d  AeUti^hel,"  which  ia  ■nllniahed, 
ending  with  page  240. — I  hare  also  u  imperftict  copj  of  Bp.  Perej'a  nlitkia 
of  the  PMticil  Worki  of  Lord  Sorrej,  Sir  Thomai  WjrU,  Ae.  TIm  ditf 
contenti  of  thii  icarca  folnme  arc,  Sougea  and  Soanettei  bj  (1m  Eari  of 
SnrreT,  p.  1  to  40.  Soogo*  and  Soimettei  bf  Sir  T.  Wjat  the  elder,  pp.  41 
to  111.  SoiUeaa&dSiHDetteiof  QDcertuD  aQthon,  pp.  112  to860.  SonCH 
written  br  R  G.  pp.  261— 379.  The  Second  Boko  of  Virgile  Aeudt  1^  tte 
Earl  of  Snrrer,  tn  blank  rerae,  p.  1  to  48  [imperfeet],  S^  oi»pj  onlgr- 
tniwtel;  wanta  the  Selection  of  earU  Blank  Vene.  edited  by  Bp.  renj  aa4 
the  Rei>.  H.  Meen,  In  1796  ind  1797,  and  which  fcmi  the  walgiet  ot  nuBy 
letter*  in  the  preiait  volnme  between  the  Biihop  and  Mr.  Steereni  (lee  pp. 
5  to  31) ;  and  between  the  Biihop  and  Mr.  Haen  (tee  pp.  38  to  44).  M 
a  copj  ii  fortonatelr  in  the  poaiewon  of  Mr.  J.  Pavna  CoIUer.  N. 

•  Dr.  " '  '- '     
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"  I  ahall  tbankfiiUy  accept  of  yoor  offer,  with  regard  to 
the  *  Miscellanea  Aulica,'  1762,  8to.  The  book  maybe 
left  for  me  with  Mr.  Tonson,  in  the  Strand  ;  and  when 
perused  shall  be  carefully  returned,  together  with  your 
Langbaine,  coDtaininz  Oldys^B  MS.  notes,  which  you  so 
oblinngly  lent  me  before.* 

''What  yoQ  mention  of  the  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  to  Charles  II.,  recommending  to  him  an  at- 
tack upon  the  French  fleet  in  the  Tagus,  is  very  cnrions 
and  merits  attention.  The  Duke's  advice  was  not  always 
so  favourable  to  the  interests  of  this  nation.  It  is  pity 
the  letter  is  lost.  The  fact  is  not  taken  notice  of  by  any 
histoiian  of  those  times  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Could 
you  assist  me  in  ascerbuning  the  date  of  this  advice  ?  It 
IS  a  circumstance  by  no  means  to  be  passed  over  in  the 
annals  of  the  Duke's  life.t 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  request  any  Eavour  that  will  give  you 
trouble ;  but  my  retired  situation  in  the  country  prevents 
me  from  having  sufficient  access  to  books. 

"  I  have  a  further  favour  to  intreat,  if  not  improper, 
which  the  experience  I  have  had  of  your  great  humanity 
encourages  me  to  request ;  it  is  to  procure  me  a  sight  of 
two  books  out  of  the  library  of  Sion  College.  These  are, 
*  The  Shepherd's  Garland '  (numbered  in  the  Catalogue, 
Z,  6,  32);  and  'Davison's  Poems,'  printed  in  1611, 
(number  unknown).  I  should  not  think  of  giving  yon. 
Sir,  this  trouble,  but  my  total  unacquaintance  with  the 
London  clergy  deprives  me  of  all  other  means  of  access. 
These  books  nave  no  relation  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
but  are,  notwithstanding,  of  great  importance  to  me  on 
other  accounts.  If  you  think  proper,  they  may  be  left  at 
Mr.  Tonson's  along  with  the  '  Miscellanea  Aulica,*  and 
shall  be  punctually  returned  at  any  given  time. 

"  I  ought  not  to  conclude  without  discharging  a  small 
commission  I  am  entrusted  with,  from  a  very  ingenious 

*  I^ngbaloB  (QtT.)  "  Acconnt  of  Engliih  DruutJek  Poetii*  B*o.  Ox. 
ford,  I69I.  Tlu  copy  ii  now  in  the  Britiah  MnKDm.  IC  i*  a  t«l*et  booi. 
It  U  marked  on  the  title-page,  W.O.  aod  li  fall  of  nuDiucript  notei,  erea 
00  tbe  pHot.  The  natu  were  not  nwrlced  aa  beiii(  by  Old  ja  in  the  Catalo^oB, 
frMn  the  initiab  not  heing  known. 

t  Thia  vna  Gcom  Vfllien,  lecond  Duke  o/  Bnckinghain,  who  died  in 
I68T.  The  letter  ofDr.  Birch,  in  whieh  lie  record*  tbe  letter  to  Cbarlea  II., 
ia,  it  ia  to  be  fcarod,  not  pmerr ad ;  and  aa  the  or%inal  letter  vaa  loat  in 
Dr.  Birdi'*  time,  the  due  to  thia  intereatiDK  circunutanoe  canoot  he 
traced.  It  b  not  mentioned  In  Chalmen'a  Ufe  ol  the  Duke  of  BuckiDg- 
ham,  Tol.  XXX.  pp.  360—365. 
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and  learned  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr,  Farmer,*  Fellow  of 
Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge.  He  has  lately  been  ad- 
mitted Fellow  of  yoar  Antiquarian  Society,  and  ia  given 
to  understand  that  you  were  pleased  to  interest  yourself 
in  his  favour ;  for  which  he  desires  me  to  convey  his 
acknowledgments,  and  to  assure  Dr.  Birch  how  happy  he 
would  be  in  return,  to  discharge  any  business  he  would  be 

E leased  to  intrust  him  with,  either  to  explore  tbe  Cam- 
ridge  libraries  for  him,  procure  him  transcripts  of  any  of 
their  cutioaities,  or  by  any  other  means  testify  that  great 
lect  which  he  has  for  his  character. 
"  And  now.  Sir,  permit  me  once  more  to  acknowledge 
the  deep  sense  I  have  of  your  obliging  bvours  with  regard 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Should  any  further  matters 
of  information  on  the  same  subject  occur  to  you,  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  be  pleased  to  impart  them ;  and  till  I  have 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  you  my  thanks  in  a  more 
public  manner,  accept  the  present  acknowledgments  of, 
Beverend  Doctor,  your  most  obliged  and  most  Cuthfiil 
servant,  Tbouab  Pbbct. 

"P.S.  I  desired  Mr.  Dodsley  to  present  you  with  a 
copy  of  a  small  publication  I  was  htety  concerned  in, 
being  a  few  '  Specimens  of  Runic  Poetry  j*  t  I  bop*  yon 
received  it. 

"  I  have  desired  Mr.  Tonson  to  print  a  few  copies  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  works  upon  a  superfine  paper, 
for  presents.  One  of  these  will  court  your  acceptance, 
and  another  set  will  solicit  the  honour  of  being  admitted 
into  the  library  of  Lord  Viscount  Boyston." 

*'  Rkv.  Doctor,  Ewton  Hsadiiit,  July  1«,  1783. 

•■•  I  received  the  favour  of  your  obliging  letter,  and  return 
you  many  thanks  for  procuring  me  the  books,  of  which 
great  care  shall  be  taken.  I  am  sensible  your  time  is 
precious,  and  yet  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  ques- 
tion.    Is  the  following  sonnetj  (printed  in  Mr.  Walpole's 

*  Of  Dr.  Finner  fee  bebra.  in  thii  Tolnmo,  p.  33. 

t  Dr.  Percy  publiibed,  in  I7C3,  "  F!*c  PicMt  of  Runic  Poaby,''  tnu- 
Uted  from  ths  Icelandic  Ungnage. 

t  Hentmer,  inhii  Itincnryof  1596,  hurecoTded  ■  loniict  wbldi  Piteeen 
Bliiabedi  hod  written  with  ■  pencil  on  her  window-ibntler  it  Woodstock. 
Tbe  Mooet,  uid  the  truiiUtioa  by  the  Piineeu,  are  printed  in  Walpole,  pi. 
66;  end  in  Hentiaer's  ItineTWiam,  8to.  1639.  Tbey  an  alao  gaen  a 
Nicholi't  Progreuei  of  Queen  Eliiabeth,  2nd  edit.  I.  pp.  9,  10. 
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IVaoslation  of  HentEner's  Travels)  to  be  found  in  Hentz- 
Der's  original  Latin  book !  or  is  it  only  a  modem  rersion 
of  the  Latin  verses  preserved  by  Hentzner  7  If  the  Eng- 
lish verses  are  in  Hentzner,  will  you  do  me  the  favour  to 
collate  the  inclosed  copy  with  the  original,  and  give  me  all 
the  ancient  spdlings  ?  I  have  a  particular  reason  for 
making  the  request :  may  I  hope  the  favour  of  a  speedy 
answer,  which  will  be  an  addition  to  the  favours  already 
conferred  on.  Rev.  Doctor,  your  most  obedient  and  &ith- 
ful  servant  Thos,  Pbbcy. 

"  P.S.  I  apply  to  Di*.  Birch  for  a  solution  of  the  above 
doubt  because  I  think  it  is  to  him  the  world  is  indebted 
for  the  revival  of  HentznePs  hook,  which  I  presume  he 
has  in  his  study. 

"To  save  your  franks  for  a  more  important  correspon- 
dence, he  pleased  to  enclose  any  line  for  me  under  cover 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Earl  of  Sussex,  at  Elaston  Mau- 
doit,  near  Castle  Ashby,  Northamptonshire. 

"P.S.  Mr.  Tooson  and  I  are  meditating  a  neat  12mo. 
edition  of  the  Earl  of  Surrey's  works  (temp.  Hen.  VIIL) 
with  a  life  of  the  author. 

"  We  have  got  two  curious  editions  of  his  Songes  and 
Sonnettes,  one  printed  in  1559,  the  other  in  157^,  both  by 
Rich.  Tottel,  in  black  letter,  small  4to.  or  8vo.  We 
have  also  got  Lord  Surrey's  Version  of  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Bokes  of  Virgiles  ^neeia,  in  bUnk  verse,  printed 
by  the  same  Rich.  Tottel,  1557,  in  black  letter,  small  4to. 
or  8yo.  ;  and  shall  thankfully  acknowledge  any  information 
for  the  improvement  or  completion  of  our  design.  At  the 
end  will  be  attempted  a  glossary  of  the  obsolete  words, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  learned  editor  of  '  Junii  Elymo- 
logicon  Anglicanum.'  "  * 

"  Rev.  Doctor,  Euton  Mnduit,  Ju.  19, 1764. 

"  I  received  the  favour  of  your  kind  tetter,  and  return 
my  best  thanks  for  the  contents.  I  was  before  possessed 
of  a  copy  of  the  petition,  hut  knew  not  what  answer  the 
Duke  made  to  it  till  I  received  this  obliging  information 
from  you.  If  I  imderstand  you  right,  '  upon  the  Houses 
passing  the  vote,  &c.  the  Duke  gave  in  a  written  answer, 
wherein  he  promised,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  would  dis- 
continne  his  cohabitation  with  the  Countess  of  Shrews- 
*  The  RcT.  Edward  Lye.    See  this  volume,  p.  204, 
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bury,*  *  If  I  am  mistalceii,  be  pleased  to  let  ma  know  it. 
I  wish  I  could  also  leara  what  year,  &c.  thu  petition  wu 
preaented  and  this  vote  passed ;  for  the  copy  in  the 
Museum  bears  no  date.f  But  Francis  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
died  of  the  wound  received  in  the  duel  March  16,  1667) 
about  three  weeks  after  the  rencounter.  If  you  can  gire 
me  any  general  information  about  the  said  Duke  (very 
exact  information  I  presume  is  not  now  to  be  expected),  it 
will  be  an  addition  to  the  favours  I  have  already  received 
at  the  bands  of  Dr.  Birch. 

"  I  ought  to  blush  for  having  detained  your  books  bo 
long ;  but  one  work  has  been  delayed  through  the  expecta- 
tion of  enlarging  the  stock  of  materials.  Tbe  '  Key  to 
the  Rehearsal '  has  long  been  printed  oSj  all  but  the  last 
sheet,  which  we  still  keep  open  to  receive  some  additions 
that  we  take  for  granted  will  be  picked  up  &om  a  play  of 
Edward  Howard  s,  entitled  *  Six  Days'  Adventure,  or  the 
New  Utopia,  4to.  1671,' I  if  we  can  once  be  so  lucW  as 
to  light  upon  it.  This  is  the  only  play  of  that  age  which 
1  have  not  seen;     Mr.  Garrick  unluckily  has  not  got  it 

*  Collin*,  III.  p.  39,  Wfi,  "Tha  idd  Eul  Francii  (dereDtfa  EaH  of 
Shrenbiuy)  died  on  Hvdi  IGtb,  1667.B,  of  a  woond  receiTCd  in  ■  dad  with 
George  Villiera,  Dulie  of  BnckingbuD,  the  paramour  ttl  fait  wifo."  In 
Note  (i)  be  idde — "  Thii  inbmoiu  ifftir  nukca  ■  cMupcnixu  flgore  ib  Uib 
■nnalt  of  galluitry  of  that  dajr.  See  Mfmoirei  de  GrHDUHKit,  jhc.  The 
CoDatcM  ii  Hid  to  hare  beld  the  Dake'i  hone,  disgnind  u  ■  ptge,  daring 
the  combit ;  and,  to  reward  liii  nroweu.  to  hare  gone  to  bed  hi  hlin  in  the 
■Urt  alained  by  her  huibuid'i  blood.  Tlw  totei  of  thi*  tender  pair  are 
leeordedb;  Pi^e — 


t  It  apnan,  b;  ■  MS.  letter  copied  bj  Hr.  MaloiM,  dated  WUtchaO, 
Jan.  10,  iGT3.<(,  that  on  WednewlaT  tike  7th  the  Earl  of  WettmorUnd  broi^ht 
in  a  petitjon  ogalnit  tbe  Dake  of  Backi,  in  the  name  of  the  joong  Eari  of 
Shrewibniy,  deiiring  joatiae  ag^nst  him  for  mardsing  hii  fathn,  owUng 
hia  motfaer  a  whore,  and  keeping  ber  now  u  an  infamoos  itnunpet.  To  diia 
the  Duke  replied,  "  Tii  troe  he  had  the  buH  fortune  to  kill  the  Eari  of 
Shrewibory,  but  it  wu  apon  the  greatat  provocstioni  in  the  world  ;  that  ha 
had  fought  him  twice  befiiire,  and  bad  ai  often  giren  him  Ua  hta  ;  that  h« 
had  threatened  to  piitol  him  whereMerer  he  (dKrald)  ineethlm,if  becoddnqt 


flg^t  him ;  Aat  for  theaa  reuoni  the  King  had  giren  Um  bU  patdon. 

the  other  part  of  the  pelilion  conoemini  the  Lady  Shrewebarr,  be  aaid  tm 

knew  not  bow  far  hia  catiTeraation  wim  that  ladf  waa  cofniiabla  bf  that 


HooH  ;  bnl  if  that  had  giTeu  offence,  ihe  *i 
day  wa*  appointed  for  conudering  the  merits  of  the  petibon  ;  hat  the  hriia- 
ment  bein^  proroned  on  Feb.  95,  nothing  more  apptan  to  hate  been  doaa 
in  the  boiioeaa. — ^halmeri,  toI.  XXX.  p.  365. 

nr'i  I.ihran.     It  wanti  the  Utle-p^e, 
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m  his  collection,  and  Mr.  Tonson  has  advertised  a  small 
premium  for  it,  hitherto  without  aucceaa.  Itia  only  scarce 
because  it  is  worthless ;  and  therefore,  if  chance  should 
throw  it  in  your  way,  may  I  intreat  the  fevour  of  you  to 
procore  me  a  sight  of  it  ? 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  take  this  liberty  of  troubUng  you 
about  my  petty  Teaearches,  and  should  be  happy  if  yon 
would  give  me  an  opportmiity  of  lightening  my  load  of 
obligations  by  doing  any  htde  services  in  return,  and  there- 
by testih-  with  what  great  respect  I  am,  Rev.  Doctor,  your 
most  obUged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  Thomas  Pbbct. 

"  P.S.  I  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  send  a  large  parcel 
to  London,  in  which  I  will  inclose  your  I^ngbaine  :  it  is  of 
too  much  value  to  be  put  alone,  for  fear  of  miscarriage. 
May  I  intreat  the  favour  to  retain  the  other  books  a  little 
longer  ?" 


"  Rev,  DoOTOR,  Baiton  Hraanit,  April  26, 1T64. 

"  The  experience  I  have  had  of  your  communicative 
temper,  encourages  me  to  apply  to  you  on  a  fresh  occa- 
sion ;  and  thou^  I  know  not  any  right  I  have  to  give  yon 
the  least  trouble,  yet  I  cannot  help  presuming  upon  your 
candour  and  general  r^pird  for  literature  so  far  as  to  hope 
you  will  pardon  thia  application,  even  if  it  should  be  un- 
sacceaafiu. 

"  Mr.  Tonaon,  who  is  about  to  print  a  new  edition  of 
the  "  Spectator,"*  baa  applied  to  me  to  overtook  the  im- 
pression, and  to  rectify  whatever  mistakes  are  crept  into  the 
modem  copies,  collating  them  with  the  old  original  papers. 
In  this  work  I  have  made  a  considerable  progress,  and  in 
the  course  of  it  have  been  tempted  to  give  now  and  then 
a  short  mai^nal  note,  where  an  anecdote  has  occurred  to 
me  that  threw  lightupon  a  passage,  and  have  subjoined  the 
names  of  some  of  the  occasional  writers,  which  I  have 
happened  to  discover.  You,  I  make  no  doubt,  can  fur- 
nish me  with  more ;  and  if  you  would  be  pleased  to 
flavour  me  with  any  intelligence  of  either  kind,  you  would 
confer  a  great  obligation  both  on  me  and  the  public. 

"  In  the  daily  papers  we  were  informed  a  few  weeks 
ago,  that  the  late  great  and  excellent  Lord  Hardwicke 
had,  in  his  younger  years,  been  a  contributor  to  the  Spec- 
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taton :  would  you,  Sir,  inform  as  what  pieces  we  owe  to 
his  pen  7* 

"  Tour  acquaintance  with  that  noble  family  makes  me 
presunie  that  you  can  resolve  tliis  question}  which  I  hope 
IS  not  an  improper  one,  as  I  conceive  it  was  by  permis- 
sion from  the  family  that  this  intimation  was  given  to  the 
world.  The  present  noble  Lord  condescended  to  favour 
me  with  some  important  information  relating  to  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  which  I  shall  soon  communicate  to  the 
world ;  might  tins  present  research  be  so  honoured  as  to 
be  thought  worthy  of  his  notice,  I  doubt  not  but  his  lord- 
ship could  favour  me  with  very  valuable  directions  for  the 
conduct  of  it,  and  either  resolve  my  queries,  or  direct  me 
where  I  might  meet  with  solutions. 

"  I  need  not  here  observe  what  obligations  I  am  under 
for  his  procuring  me  those  curious  memoirs  from  Dr, 
Birch]  which  will  add  so  much  merit  to  that  work. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  7th  vol.  of  the  Spectator,  Mr. 
Steele  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Mr.  Henry  MartyOj 
.  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Hughes,  Mr.  Carey  of  New  College,  S(r, 
Tickel,  Mr.  £usden,  and  Mr.  Ince  of  Gray's  Inn.  The 
particular  papers  of  some  of  these  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover.f  Could  you.  Sir,  point  them  out  to  me  ?  These 
or  any  other  hints  for  the  improvement  of  the  work  would 
merit  the  most  grateful  acknowledgments  of,  Rev.  Sir, 
your  obliged  and  faithful  servant,  Thomas  Pekct. 

"  P.S.  The  same  kind  of  information  for  the  Tatlers  and 
Guardians  will  be  equally  obliging  and  important.  Could 
you  favour  me  with  the  perusu  of  any  common  news- 
papers of  those  times,  or  direct  me  where  to  borrow 
them? 

"  I  know  not  whether  the  inclosed  little  EssayJ  will 
afford  you  any  amusement :  as  some  of  the  information 
was  had  out  of  your  MS.  Notes  (by  Oldys)  on  Langbune, 
I  ought  to  submit  it  to  your  inspection.  I^rdon  my  send 
ing  so  dirty  a  proof  sheet." 

"  Rev.  Doctor,  Eafton  Mmdnlt,  Ha;  10, 17«4. 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  obliging  answer  to  my  letter 
about  the  proposed  new  edition  of  the  Spectator :  the  par- 

*  A  Letter  on  Tn*e11iiig,  No.  364,  ia  the  onlf  "  Bpectitor  "  attribDled  to 
the  Earl  of  Hirdwicke,  by  Mr,  Cludmen,  in  the  Britiah  Eoajriit*. 

t  The  Damban  of  the  SpecUtor  m  ■ppropriated  to  their  nmpeetin  uthw* 
in  Cbilmen'a  "  Britigb  Euajiiti." 

X  Dr.  Percy'!  Euay  "  On  the  Origin  of  the  Britiah  Stage  i"  giren  in  the 
fint  Tolame  of  hi*  "  Reliqne*  of  Antient  Engliih  Fotltrj,"  lint  published  in 
ITGS. 
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ticulars  you  are  so  kind  as  to  communic^^  will  have  their 
ose.  Should  any  future  matters  occur  to  you,  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  them  to  me. 

"  I  vish  I  could  recover  the  numbers  or  titles  of  those 
papers  in  the  8th  Tol.  which  you  say  fell  from  the  pen  of 
the  present  Bishop  of  Rochester.*  But  I  have  no  chance 
of  procuring  them  irom  his  Lordship :  you  perhaps  may. 
And  kind  offices  in  this  respect  would  lay  me  under 
great  obligations,  as  also  that  other  writ  by  Lord  Hard- 
wicke. 

'*  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  lend  me  the  original 
papers  of  the  Spectator :  I  have  already  got  a  complete  set 
of  all  the  Spectators,  Tatlers,  and  Guardians.  What  I 
most  want  are  some  of  the  common  newspapers  and  daily 
advertisers  of  those  times.  If  you  could  procure  me  any 
of  these>  or  direct  me  where  to  meet  with  them,  I  should 
acknowledge  the  favour. 

"  I  shall  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  hint  you  ^ve>  that 
some  of  the  original  numbers  have  been  retrenched,  out 
of  compliment  to  particular  femilies.  I  shall  not  foil  to 
discover  every  thing  of  that  kind ;  and  shall  endeavour  to 
revive  such  passages  as  appear  deserving. 

"  The  sheet  renting  to  the  origin  of  the  stage  is  entirely 
at  your  service ;  it  is  not  worth  returning ;  and  so  long  as 
it  remains  in  your  hands  I  know  it  is  safe. 

*'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  faithful  servant,  Tbos.  Percy," 

"  Rkv.  DoctOB,  London,  Jane  12,  17M. 

"  Herewith  are  sent  the  folio  newspapers  you  so  kindly 
lent  me,  for  which  my  best  thanks  are  due.  I  know  not 
whether  my  request  will  not  be  improper,  otherwise  I 
should  humbly  intreat  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  cany 
into  the  country  for  a  short  time  both  the  Weekly  Packet, 
4to.  and  your  own  *  Life  of  Addison/  12mo,  together  with 
Le  Long's  '  BibUothfeque,'  which  you  were  so  good  as  to 
promise  me.  Mr.  Tonson's  people  will  take  the  utmost 
care  in  conveying  them  to  me. 

"  The  obliging  manner  in  which  you  permit  me  to  ask 
you  questions,  enconrages  me  to  subjoin  two  or  three 
queries  to  this  slight  letter,  viz. ! — 

"  I.  Can  you  inform  who  is  the  atheistical  authort  meant 
in  the  conclusion  of  No.  166,  voL  ii.  ? 

*  Dr.  Zadiarj  Pevcc  wu  Bishop  of  Rocheitcr  in  1764.     Ho  died  at 
Uttk  Ealing,  Jnne29,  I7T4.    Sea  Lit.  Anccd.  IM.  101— II 1 ;  VIL313,  64G. 
t  Probably  Mr.  Toland. 
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*'  2.  Who  is  the  flogging  schoolmaBter  of  Welsh  extrac- 
tion vith  a  Spanish  name,*  in  the  first  letter  of  No.  16S, 
ToL  ii.  ? 

"  S.  Who  is  the  doctor  of  diviniW  vho  kept  a  school  at 
Richmond,  in  the  second  letter  of  the  same  number  and 
Tolume?t 

"  4.  Who  was  the  clergyman  who  read  prayers  bo  weH 
at  St.  James's  GarUck  HillJ  Church,  in  vol  ii.  No.  147? 

"  Will  you,  good  Sir,  pardon  the  impertinence  of  theae  ' 
queriea,  and  ifyon  can  solve  them,  favour  me  with  aline?  I 
leave  town  on  Saturday  morning ;  and  if  I  should  be  hurried 
away  without  paying  those  great  respects  which  I  owe  to 
Dr.  Birch,  I  rely  upon  his  ^own  goodness  and  candour 
in  pardoning  his  most  obhged  and  most  humble  servant, 
"  Thomas  Pbect." 


"  Rbvd.  Doctor,  Cedn  street,  Jnne  is,  ith. 

"  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  bvont 
of  to-day.  The  information  you  are  pleased  to  give  me  ii 
curious  and  important.  The  hooks  you  were  so  kind  u 
to  lend  me  will  De  of  great  use.  Will  you  pardon  me  if  I 
venture  to  entreat  a  further  &vour  of  this  sort.  Can  von 
lend  me  the  little  piece  you  mention  in  your  Life  of  Aodi- 
son,  entitled  '  The  Spy  on  the  Spectator  ?'  It  might 
possibly  afford  some  illustrations. 

"  This  day,  by  a  letter,  Mr.  Tonson  was  informed  that 
many  years  since  were  pubhshed  '  Critical  Remarks  on 
several  Letters  in  the  Spectators,  Tatlera,"  &c.,  a  boob 
which,  it  is  said,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wray  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  which,  perhaps,  through  your  interest 
with  that  gentleman,  we  might  procure  a  sight  of.  As  a 
specimen  of  this  writer's  manner,  the  following  instance 
■    -  ■      ■         ^  !  at  the 

'  says  tl     ~ 


ia  given  us ; — '  Supper  and  friends  expects  me  at  the 
Rose.'     '  It  was  wise,'  says  the  Remarker,  '  to  make  the 

•  Dr.  Cliulei  Roderick,  Muter  snd  Prortwt  of  Et<Hi,  ind  iftnmrit 
Muter  of  King's  Coliega,  Cambridge. 

t  "ThiiwuDr.  NichoUi  BnAj,  who  joined  ia  the  NewTereioBOftbi 
Pulini.  He  wu  Rector  oF  CUplum,  Miniater  at  WehmoDd  in  Snni?,  u^ 
■DOoeid*dir  CbapUlQ  to  King  Williem,  Qmaeii  Anne,  end  George  I-  ne 
Dgctor  wu  k  verj  uniible,  iageBioni  mu,  but  do  great  ecaaoaiiiti^ 
wbidi  reuou  hia  drcunuUncei  obliged  bim  to  Bubmit  to  tbeetreofucko"' 
HediedHajZO,  l726,eged6T.     P."  [in  1 788.] 


,.  «* 

aftenrardi  Arcfadeecon  of  St.  Alhan'i,  trboM  eiem 

.  ..  ^ lioK  the  rame  ia  to  tbia  itar  remembered  br  the  |h 

"  [1788.] 


Philip  Stnbbe,  aftenrardi  Arcfadeacon  ol  . .. .     . 

ner  of  perfbrmiDg  the  rame  ia  to  thia  dar  remembered  bj  the  piriiUoa*'- 
""  [1788.] 
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verb  agree  vith  the  more  worthy  Domtnative,  for  such 
the  sapper  is  beyond  the  friends !  I' 

"  From  this  specimen  you  will  easily  recollect  the 
author,  or  discover  the  book ;  which,  if  we  are  indulged 
with  the  use  of  it,  will  be  safely  conveyed  to  me  by  Mr. 
TonsoD,  and  as  safely  returned. 

"  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  Rev.  Sir,  your  most 
.obliged  and  ever  faithful  servant, 

"Thomas  Pbbcy." 


"  Rbvd.  Doctor,  Euton  Handnit,  Feb.  S,  1765. 

"  The  favour  you  did  me  in  procuring  for  my  use  the 
riouB  volume  of  ancient  poema  out  of  Sion  College 
library,  and  the  various  pieces  you  have  lent  me  out  of 
your  own  (not  to  mention  other  favours],  make  me  solicit 
your  acceptance  of  a  book  whose  contents  are  chiefly 
fi^eaned  from  thai  and  such  other  antique  volumes,  I 
know  not  whether  you  will  not  be  offended  to  find  your 
name  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  such  a  strange  collec- 
tion of  trash }  but  I  frankly  own  I  meant  to  do  myself 
honour  by  inserting  it,  and  was  proud  to  let  the  world 
see  that  I  was  not  unknown  to  Dr.  Birch.* 

"  If  you  can  pardon  this  liberty,  you  will  add  to  the 
obligations  alreacly  conferred  on,  Revd.  Doctor,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  futhful  servant, 

"  Thouab  Pbrott," 


"  Dear  Sir,  Alnwiok  CwUe,  Joly  27,  1765. 

"  Presuming  on  your  friendship  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
quest a  fevour  of  you,  which,  if  granted,  will  exceedingly 
oblige  me :  itfis,  that  you  woidd  please  to  inform  me  by  re- 
turn of  the  post  whether  Mr,  Empson's  place  in  the 
British  Museum  is  yet  filled  up,  and  if  not,  whether  Mr. 
Harperf  hath  obtained  a  promise  from  any  of  the  three 

*  "Tlie  Rcliqoei  of  Antioot  Engljih  Poetry."  In  the  prefun,  Percr 
obMrrci,  "To  the  RsT.  Dr.  Birch  he  U  indebted  for  the  oie  of  eeiEral 
•Dtient  iDd  *aliufal«  tncti."  Thli  nu  u  iilUe  ai  Percj  coold  mH  w; 
for  the  aiiiituce  rendend  to  him  by  Dr.  Birch.  It  ii  curioos  thst  in  this 
letter  he  speaki  of  the  work  on  which  hii  fime  now  chiefly  reiti,  u  "  > 
■triage  coIlBctioa  of  tnuh." 

t  The  Rer.  Sam.  Harper,  F.R.S.,  npwirda  of  «7  yean  one  of  the  librariani 
of  Out  Britiah  Mnaeom,  and  37  yeara  chaplain  to  the  Foandling  Hoipitat, 
wu  of  Trinity  Colh«e<  Cunbridge ;  B.A.  1754 ;  H.A.  17S7.  He  died  Jaly 
13,  1B04.    (Gentleman'a  Hagaitne,  IB04,  p.  637.) 
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electors,  and  whether  any  other  candidate  hath  offered  or 
is  likely  to  succeed.*  The  speedy  resolution  of  these 
queries  (which,  if  you  please,  may  remain  a  secret)  will 
be  esteemed  a  great  act  of  friendship  shown  b^  dear  Sir, 
your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Thomab  Pbbct. 

"  Please  to  inclose  to  me  under  cover  to  the  Eari  of 
NorthumberUnd,  at  Alnwick  Castle,  in  Northumberland." 


REV.  ARCHDEACON  NARES. 

A  notice  of  this  distinguished  author  t^peared, 
whilst  he  was  vet  alive,  in  literaiy  Anecdotes, 
vol.  IX.  p.  SlO.f  He  died  March  23,  1829 ;  and 
the  following  memoir  of  him  was  inserted  shortly 
afterwards  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  April, 
p.  370,  "  from  the  pen  of  one  attached  to  him 
since  infancy,  and  who  best  knew  his  virtues  and 
acquirements."^ 

"  March  23.  At  his  house  in  Hart-streeti 
Bloomsbury,  aged  75,  the  Rev.  Robert  Nares,  M.A., 
F.R.S.,  F.S  A.,  V.P.R.S.L.,  Archdeacon  of  Staffbid, 
Canon  Residentiary  of  lichfield,  and  Rector  of 
Allhallows,  London  Wall. 

"  Few  indlvidutJs  have  departed  from  this  tife 
more  deeply  and  universally  lamented  by  the  lite- 
rary world  and  the  private  circle  of  attached  and 
distinguished  friends  than  this  accomplished  man. 
An  exemplary  divine,  a  profound  scholar,  a  labo- 
rious and  judicious  critic,  and  an  elegant  writer, 
his  intimacy  was  courted  as  earnestly  for  the  in- 
struction it  supplied  as  for  the  taste  and  vivacity  of 
manners  by  which  it  was  embellished,  and  the 


of  uflitaDt  librerisD  of  the  B 

f  See  *1m>  Index,  toI.  VII.  S3S. 

X  JoKph  JekfU,  eaq.  M.A.,  P.R.8.,  F.8.A.     He  died  Mudi  8, 18ST, 
■Scdea.    SMiDMiDOiroflumlna«atHi«.Ne«8eriM,  nl.TIH.p.SOek 
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merit  of  these  varied  talents  was  exalted  by  that 
unassuming  modesty  which  uniformly  marked  and 
adorned  his  character. 

"  He  was  bom  at  York  on  June  9th,  1753,  the 
son  of  Dr.  James  Nares,  an  eminent  composer  and 
teacher  of  music,  and  who  was  for  many  years 
prganist  and  composer  to  Kings  GSeoree  II.  and 
III.*  His  uncle,  the  Hon.  Sir  Geoi^e  Naree,  was 
for  fifteen  years  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Educated  at  Westminster  School, 
he  became  a  King's  Scholar  at  the  head  of  his  elec- 
tion in  1767,  and  was  subsequently  elected  in  1 771 
to  a  studentship  of  Christ  Chiu^h,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  B.A.  1775,  and  M.A.  1778,  and 
about  the  same  time  ent^:«d  into  holy  orders. 

"  From  1779  to  1783  he  resided  in  the  fEunily  of 
the  late  Sir  Williams  Wynn,  as  tutor  to  his  sons,  the 
present  Baronet  and  his  brother  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Williams  Wynn,  and  from  1786  to  1788 
they  were  under  his  tuition  at  Westminster  School ; 
and  about  the  same  period  he  was  an  assistant 
preacher  at  Berkeley  Chapel. 

'  While  at  Wynnstay  he  was  called  upon,  not 
merely  to  cultivate  learned  and  scholastic  studies, 
but  to  enter  into  light  and  elegant  literature ;  he 
accordingly  produced  prologues,  epilogues,  and 
other  accessories  to  the  private  dramatic  entertain- 
ments with  which  the  hospitaUties  of  his  patron's 
mansion  abounded. '-f- 

"  In  1 782  he  obtained  from  Christ  Church  the 
living  of  Easton  Mauduit  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  in  1784,  that  of  Doddington,  in  the  same 
county,  and  in  the  patron^e  of  the  Lord  Chancd- 
lor.  In  1787  he  was  honoured  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  chaplaincy  to  his  late  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  he  was 
nonunated  an  Assistant  Preacher  of  tiie  Honour- 

■  Re  died  Feb.  10, 1783,    See  i  memoir  of  him  la  OuJmen'i  Biog.  Diet, 
t  Fiibar'a  N«tkm«l  Gtnerr- 
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able  Sodety  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  where  for  fifteen 
years  a  learned  auditory  duly  appreciated  his 
powers  of  ailment  and  depth  of  erudition.  In 
1790  he  assisted  in  completing  Bridges's  ''  His- 
tory of  Northamptonshire,"  and  wrote  the  preface 
to  that  work. 

'  The  political  a^tation  and  danger  which 
ensued  at  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, and  put  all  that  was  valuable  in  the 
establishment  and  constitutioD  of  the  country  in 
jeopardy,  rallied  our  able  writer  as  a  publicist  on 
the  side  of  government,  religion,  and  order.  He 
published  several  timely  pamphlets,  well  calculated 
to  abate  the  torrent  of  revolution  and  infidelity.'* 

"  In  1795  he  was  elected  F.S.A.  and  in  the  same 
year  he  became  one  of  the  assistant  librarians  of 
the  British  Museum;  and  afterwards  Librarian 
for  the  MS.  Department,  where  he  prepared  the 
Third  Volume  of  the  Harleian  Catidt^^e  of 
MSS.  published  by  the  Record  Commission. 
This  situation  he  resigned  in  1807<  In  1796,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Loughborough  presented  Mr. 
Nares  to  the  rectory  of  Dalbury  near  Derby ;  and  in 
1798  to  that  of  Shamford,  in  Leicestershire,  which 
he  resigned  in  1799,  on  being  collated  to  the  Fifth 
Stall  of  the  Canons  Residentiary  of  Lichfield.  In 
the  same  year  the  Bishop  of  London,  Porteus,  gave 
him  the  small  prebend  of  Islington,  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  St.  Paul's;  in  February,  J 799,  he  was 
nominated  to  preach  the  Warburton  Lecture  in 
Lincoln's  Inn ;  and  in  the  following  year  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield,  Comwallis,  conferred  on  him 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Stafford.  In  1804  he  was 
elected  F.R.S.  In  1805,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Eldon,  without  solicitation  or  interest,  presented 
him  to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Mary's,  Reading,  whither 
he  soon  after  went  to  reside,  having  resigned  the 
vicarage  of  Easton  Mauduit,  his  situation  at  the 

*  n<h«r'«  National  Gallerr  of  PnrtniU. 
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British  Museum,  and  other  appoiDtments  which 

might  have  interfered  with  this  purpose.  Here 
he  lived  till  1818,  the  zealous  benefactor  of  his 
charge,  when,  being  desirous  of  returning  to  Lon- 
don that  he  might  enjoy  the  society  best  suited  to 
his  literary  tastes  and  habits,  he  obtained  permis- 
sion to  exchange  his  vican^  for  the  rectory  of 
Allhallows,  London  Wall,  (then  vacant  by  the 
death  of  his  Mend  the  Rev.  W.  Beloe),  to  the 
duties  of  which  he  attended  in  person,  till  within 
three  weeks  of  his  death,  during  the  greater  part 
of  these  years  being  seldom  absent  from  London 
more  than  three  months  annually,  two  of  which 
were  passed  at  his  residence  at  Lichfield. 

"  'ftie  Archdeacon  was  thrice  married,  and  left 
no  issue.  In  1784,  to  Elizabeth,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Bayley,  esq.  of  Chelmsford,  who 
died  in  child-bed  the  following  year.  In  1 794,  to 
Frances-Maria,  daughter  of  Charles  Fleetwood,  Esq. 
of  London,  to  whom  he  had  been  united  little  more 
than  ten  months  when  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  her,  after  having  given  birth  to  a  son,  who 
survived  only  a  few  weeks.  In  1800,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Smith,  D.D. 
many  years  Head-master  of  Westaninster  School  j* 
who,  titer  nearly  thirty  years  of  domestic  felicity, 
still  survives  to  lament  Ms  loss. 

"  His  publications  were  as  follow ; 

"  1.  '  Periodical  Essays,  No.  I.  De&  2, 178a— No.  X. 
Feb.  3,  1781. 

*'  2.  '  An  Essay  on  the  Deemon  or  Divination  of 
Socrates,*  8vo.  1782. 

"3.  '  Elements  of  Orthoepy;  containing  a  distinct  view 
of  the  whole  Analog  of  the  English  Language,  so  &r  as 
it  relates  to  Pronunciation,  Accent,  and  Quantity,  1784,' 
8to. 

"  4.  '  Remarks  on  the  favourite  Ballet  of  Cupid  and 
Psyche;  with  some  Account  of  the  Pantomime  of  the 
Antients,  1788,'  12mo. 

■  See  hereafter,  p.  697. 
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"  5.  '  Frituaples  of  GoTennnent  deduced  from  Reason, 
&C.  1792.'  Svo. 

"  6.  '  An  Abridgement  of  the  same,  adspted  to  genenl 
instruction  and  use ;  with  b.  new  Introduction,  1793.'  8to. 

"  7-  '  Man's  best  Kght;  a  serious  Appeal  in  the  name 
of  Religion,  1793.'  8to. 

"8.  'In  the  same  year  he  commenced  the  Britiab  Criti^ 
in  conjunction  with  the  Rev.  W.  Beloe.  The  editorship 
was  entrusted  to  the  judgment,  sagacity,  learning,  and 
acuteQess  of  Mr.  Nares ;  and  the  vigour  and  perseverance 
with  which  the  British  Critic  was  conducted  tnrough  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  times  are  well  known.  To  each  of  the 
half-yearly  volumes  of  the  British  Critic  was  prefixed  a 
Pre&ce,  always  written  by  Mr.  Ffares,  recapitniating  the 
literature  of  the  period.  Mr.  Nares  proceeded  with  the 
work  till  the  end  of  the  forty-sepond  volume,  and  then 
resigned  it  to  others. 

"  9.  '  Discourses  preached  before  the  Hon.  Society  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  1794.  Svo, 

"10.  'A  Thanksgiving  for  Plenty,  and  a  Warning 
against  Avarice ;  a  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Cathedral  at 
Lichfield,  on  Sunday,  Sept  20, 18U1.'  8to. 

"II.  *  The  Benefits  of  Wisdom,  and  the  Evils  of  Sin. 
A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Hon.  Society  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  on  Sunday  Nov.  6, 1803,  and  published  at  the  request 
of  the  Bench.*  8vo. 

"  12.  '  A  connected  and  chronological  View  of  the 
Prophecies  of  the  Christian  Church;  in  12  Sermons, 
preached  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel,  from  the  year  1800  to 
1804^  at  the  Lectare  founded  by  Bishop  Warborton, 
1606.'  8vo. 

"  13.  *  Essays  and  other  occasional  Compositions, 
chiefly  reprinted,  IBIO,'  2  vols,  small  Svo. 

"  14.  <  Protestantism  the  Blessing  of  Britain ;  a  Fast 
Sermon,  preached  at  the  Cathedral  of  IJchfield,  on  Wed- 
nesday Feb.  28, 1810.'  Svo. 

"  15.  'On  the  Influence  of  Sectaries,  and  the  Stability  oi 
the  Church ;  a  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Stafford  and  Walsall,  in  June  1812.'  4to. 

"  16.  In  1815,  Mr.  Nares  edited  Dr.  Purdy's  Lectures 
on  the  Church  Catechism,  &c.  to  which  he  prefi;xed  a 
Biographical  Preface,  giving  some  account  of  the  Author, 
and  of  two  of  his  most  intimate  friends,  the  Rev.  T.  Butlw 
and  Lawson  Huddleston,  Esq.  men  of  distinguished  talent 
and  worth. 
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"If.  '  llie  Venunty  of  the  Evangelista  demonstrated, 
by  a  comparatiye  View  of  their  Histories,  1816/  12mo. 

"18.  'A  Glossary  or  Collection  of  Words,  Phrases, 
Names,  and  Allusions  to  Customs,  Proverbs,  &c.  which 
have  been  thought  to  require  Illustration  in  the  Works 
of  English  Authors,  particularly  Shakspeare  and  bis  Con- 
temporaries, 1822/  4to. 

**  19.  '  A  Volume  of  Sermons  on  Faith  and  other  Sub- 
jects, 1825/  8vo. 

"  In  179Sf  Mr.  Nares,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Rer.  W.  Tooke  and  the  Rev.  W.  Beloe,  revised  and 
enlai^d  the  General  Biographical  Dictionary,  in 
15  vols.  8vo.  Mr.  Tooke's  portion  of  the  work  was 
vols  I.  to  V.  Mr.  Nares's,  vols.  vi.  viii.  x.  xii. 
and  XIV.  and  Mr.  Beloe's  vols.  vii.  ix.  xi.  xiii. 
and  XV.  This  edition  was  enlarged  by  no  less  a 
numher  than  3424  lives,  either  entirely  new-written, 
or  for  the  first  time  added. 

'*  To  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  Mr.  Nares  was 
a  frequent  and  most  acceptable  contributor. 

*'  To  the  Sermons  of  the  late  Dr.  Vincent,  Dean 
of  Westminster,  published  in  1817,  Archdeacon 
Nares  prefixed  a  life  of  that  excellent  and  learned 
person. 

''  Mr.  Nares  materially  assisted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Royal  Society  of  literature ;  and 
in  1823  was  elected  one  of  the  first  Vice-Presidents. 
In  1824  he  contributed  to  the  Society  '  An  His- 
torical Account  of  the  Discoveries  th^  have  been 
made  in  Palimpsest  (or  Rescript)  Manuscripts:' 
and  in  1826,  a  'Memoir  on  the  Religion  and  Divi- 
nation of  Socrates.'  In  1816  he  contributed  to 
the  Archseologia  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
*  Observations  on  the  Discoveries  of  Part  of  a  Sar- 
cophagus at  Reading  Abbey,  supposed  to  have  con- 
tained the  Remains  of  Henry  I.'  (Vol.xviii.  p.272.) 

*  The  late  Dean  Vincent  always  spoke  of  Mr. 
Nares  as  a  profound  scholar,  and  a  most  able 
critic.      Yet  with  all  his  depth  of  acquirement 
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^ere  was  neither  assumption,  nor  the  slightest 
shade  of  pedantry  in  him,  in  his  behaviour,  or 
in  his  conversation.  On  the  contrary,  an  innate 
modesty  (which  we  can  readily  believe  stood  in  the 
way  of  higher  ecclesiaslical  distinction)  marked  his 
demeanor  throughout  life.  He  possessed  a  viraci^ 
as  well  as  a  simplicity  of  manner,  which  affbrdf^ 
DO  hint  of  the  attainments  and  erudition  that  lay 
quietly  below,  and  were  only  discovered  by  the 
force  of  Cfisual  circumstuiceB — certainly  never 
displayed. 

'  In  private  life  no  man  was  ever  more  be- 
loved than  Archdeacon  Nares.  His  fnends  ftvm 
youth  to  old  age  were  del^hted  by  his  talents, 
while  they  were  compelled  to  set  a  high  value 
upon  his  individual  character,  so  estimable  and 
honourable  in  every  relation  of  life.  To  know 
him  indeed  was  to  be  attached  to  him ;  for  the 
exemplary  divine,  the  profound  scholar,  the  judici- 
ous critic,  and  the  elegant  writer,  was  at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  most  amiable,  pleasing,  and  in- 
structive companions  into  whose  society  good  for- 
tune could  throw  either  the  young  or  the  old. 
No  wonder  then  that  his  intimacy  was  zealously 
courted,  and  that  he  ranked  among  his  most  con- 
stant friends  a  number  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
times  which  he  himself  lived  to  adorn.** 

In  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  vol.  ii.  is  a 
portrdt  of  Archdeacon  Nares,  from  a  painting  by 
J.  Hoppner,  Esq.  E.A.  with  whom  he  was  intimate 
from  his  youth ;  and  it  is  accompanied  with  a 
specimen  of  the  playful  spirit  which  imbued  the 
original  epigram  on  himself,  written  in  1826,  and 
first  published  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery : — 

"  lime  bu  not  thinn'd  mj  flowing  hur. 
Nor  Uid  mf  iged  tamplci  btra ; 
Bat  he  bai  plsj'd  the  buber'i  ptzt. 
And  powder'd  me  with  woad'roni  irt, 

*  NUioul  Portnit  Gallerj. 
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Bnl  Ut  him  kaow  that  on  a  day, 
God  will  i«-aaiiiiate  thii  clajr, 
And  life  micfauigabla  will  gin 
Wbea  Titae  UmMlf  ihall  e«u>»  to  lin." 

This  memoir  shall  be  closed  with  a  character  of 
Mr.  Archdeacon  Nares,  as  drawn  by  his  friend  and 
literary  associate,  Mr.  Beloe : — 

"  Accident  placed  in  the  way  of  the  Sexagen- 
arian an  individual  who  gave  a  decided  bias  to  his 
future  pursuits,  studies,  views,  connections,  and 
prospects.  The  influence  was  like  that  of  an 
ascendant  star ;  nor  ever  did  one  dark  doud  inter- 
pose between  this  star  and  the  ohject,  which,  with 
complacency  and  affection,  contemplated  its  mild 
and  benignant  aspect.  Two  streams  united,  which 
t<^ether  formed  a  river,  gentle  but  far  from  dull, 
and  full  without  overflowing.  Quickness  of  con- 
ception on  one  side  was  tempered  by  judicious 
ddiberation  on  the  other ;  luxuriance  of  expression 
was  chastened  by  classical  accuracy,  and  extreme 
fatAMty  of  communicating  ideas  was  moderated  and 
reined  in  by  a  salutary  eobriety  and  reserve." 

"  Similar  studies,  pursuits,  and  objects,  induced 
an  intimacy  which  was  never  interrupted  but  by 
the  cold  hand  of  death. 

"  Bom  of  highly  respectable  connections,  he 
was  educated  at  a  public  school,  where  his  talents 
soon  inspired  respect,  and  his  facetiousness  and 
wit  rendered  him  exceedingly  popular.  This  spirit 
never  forsook  him  through  life,  for  he  invariably 
continued  to  animate  the  society  of  which  he  was 
a  part,  by  incessant  sallies  of  cheerfulness,  good 
humour,  and  the  very  best  sort  of  conversation. 
Hb  talents,  however,  were  of  a  still  higher  order, 
and,  perhaps,  there  was  no  situation  within  the 
scope  of  his  ambition  which  he  was  not  qualified 
to  fill  with  dignity,  and  to  the  public  advantage. 
He  was  a  sound  and  excellent  scholar,  as  the  term 
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is  genei^lly  understood :  but  he  was,  moreover, 
distinguished  by  very  extensive  general  knowledge 
and  acquirements. 

"  He  sereral  times  claimed  the  public  attention 
as  an  author;  and  the  characteristic  features  of 
whatever  he  wrote  were  strong  sense,  sound  judg- 
ment, and  a  perfect  knowte^e  of  his  subject. 
These  solid  and  sober  qualities  proved  an  admir- 
able check  upon  the  too  great  quickness,  extreme 
vivacity,  and  rapidity  of  conception,  which  distin- 
guished his  friend,  who,  for  a  term  of  no  very 
short  continuance,  was  also  his  coadjutor. 

"  In  the  progress  of  a  somewhat  extended  life 
he  filled  different  stations,  and  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  them  all  with  the  most  exemplary  fidelity 
and  honour.  Why  was  he  not  appointed  to  the 
exercise  of  functions  still  more  elevated  and  more 
dignified  ?  This  is  a  question  not  very  easy  to  be 
answered.  He  might,  if  he  had  thought  proper. 
If  he  had  condescended  to  use  the  ordinary  means 
which  individuals  similarly  circumstanced  practise, 
and  generally  with  success,  there  was  nothing  in 
the  line  of  his  profession  too  lofty  for  his  preten- 
sions, and  which  the  connections  and  friendships 
he  had  formed  might  not  easily  have  procured. 
But,  though  not  more  proud  than  became  a  man 
so  endowed  and  so  distinguished,  he  had  not  the 
flexibility  which,  in  the  present  condition  of  so- 
ciety, they  who  have  good  things  for  barter  invari- 
ably require  of  those  who  want  them.  He  scorned 
to  flatter  and  bow  the  knee  to  those  with  whom  he 
bad  entered  life  on  the  level,  and  had  continued  to 
associate  with  on  the  same  terms  of  manly  equality, 
but  whom  better  fortune  or  greater  addr^,  not 
superior  merit  or  stronger  claims,  had  raised  to 
the  height  of  worldly  honours.  Though  not  with- 
out ambition,  he  had  a  sort  of  proud  and  manly 
disregard  of  lucrative  situations,  merely  considered 
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as  such,  and  was  not  at  all  inclined  to  remit  bis 
ordinary  habits,  or  to  deviate  from  his  accustomed 
paths,  in  pursuit  of  them. 

"  He  did  indeed  attain,  and  by  force  of  merit 
only,  the  means  of  passing  through  life  with  great 
respect  and  honour,  in  possession  of  all  its  com- 
forts, and  with  not  a  few  of  its  best  advantages. 
These  he  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent,  participating 
in  them  with  no  very  Umited  circle  of  old  and  long 
tried  Mends.  What  has  been  said  of  his  claims  to 
worldly  distinctions  is  equally  applicable  to  his 
mental  endowments.  His  learning  and  his  talents 
were  equal  to  any  undertaking.  He  would  have 
been  a  good  historian  if  he  had  directed  his  mind 
to  that  branch  of  learning.  A  poet  he  was,  and  in 
the  epigrammatic  part  of  poetry  was  excelled  by 
very  few ;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  niceties 
and  subtleties  of  grammar,  and  of  his  own  language 
more  particularly.  He  was  by  no  means  disputa- 
tive,  but,  if  occasion  required,  was  an  expert  con- 
troversial writer.  To  finish  all,  he  was  a  critic  of 
no  ordinary  precision  and  acuteness. 

"  That  he  had  faults  it  is  not  pretended  to  deny, 
but  they  inflicted  no  wounds.  A  sort  of  coldness 
and  reserve  of  manner  was  frequently  considered 
as  the  result  of  pride,  and  sometimes  excited  un- 
favourable impressions  ;  but  it  was  not  pride,  and 
very  soon  melted  into  familiarity.  Among  bis 
intimate  friends  it  was  impossible  to  be  more  com- 
municative, facetious,  and  agreeable.  But  it  is 
time  to  have  done. 

"  The  above  tribute  is  paid  frota  a  full  and  warm 
heart.  It  is  the  result  of  long,  very  long  attach- 
ment, esteem,  and  gratitude ;  of  a  friendship  never 
interrupted ;  of  an  intercourse  which  a  continued 
series  of  years  cemented.  Can  it  be  necessary  to 
say  more  ?" 
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To  Bp,  Pbrot. 

"  Mt  LoBD,  ■  1783. 

"  As  Mr.  Bromwicb,  when  I  waa  lately  at  Easton,*  foi 
induction,  &c.,  informed  me  that  you  had  ezpresaed  an 
intention  of  paying  one  more  visit  to  that  place  vhenerer 
you  should  be  in  England  next,  I  am  happy  in  having 
theTehr  some  little  opportunity  of  shewing  my  sense  of 
your  Lordship's  polite  attentions  to  me  in  London.  I 
beg  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  you  cannot  flatter  me 
more  than  by  continuing  still  to  consider  Easton  as  at 
your  command  no  less  than  before>  so  long  and  so  &r  as 
your  convenience  may  require. 

"  As  I  do  not  purpose  at  present  to  be  resident  there 
very  speedily,  this  is  unfortunately  a  less  compliment 
than  I  could  wish  it  to  be ;  but  I  can  only  say  that  had 
the  circumstances  been  different  I  should  have  been  no 
less  desirous  of  making  a  similar  offer. 

"  I  WKS  much  pleased  with  the  place.  Its  quiet  and  re- 
tired situation  would  render  it  very  agreeable  to  me  if  my 
circumstances  would  allow  me  to  pass  a  part  of  my  time 
there ;  to  have  pleased  its  late  possessor  is  no  small  re- 
commendation to  it,  and  it  would  form  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  satisfaction  I  should  have  in  being  there,  to 
reflect  that  a  great  part  of  the  comforts  which  I  found  in 
it  were  deiivra  from  the  liberality  and  good  taste  of  my 
predecessor. 

"  I  will  beg  your  Lordship  at  your  leisure  to  give  the 
particulars  which  you  were  so  kind  aa  to  promise,  re- 
specting the  rights  of  the  living. 

"  I  am,  my  Lord, 

"  Your  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant^ 

"  R.  Narbs. 
*'  P.8.  If  your  Lordship  should  at  any  time  &voQr  me 
with  a  line,  you  will  please  to  direct  to  Sir  Watkin  Wil- 
liams Wynn,  Wynnatay,  Wrexham." 

"  My  Lord,  Uditeld,  Sept.  7,  isoo. 

"  Your  valuable  packet  was  forwarded  to  me  at  this 
place ;  and  I  take  an  early  opportunity  of  returning  yoa 
my  thanks  for  it.    I  regretted  very  much  that  the  extreme 
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hurry  of  business  and  preparalaon,  before  I  left  London^ 
unaYoidably  prevented  me  from  calling  to  take  leave  of 
you  and  Mrs.  Percy,  from  whom  we  have  so  many  civili- 
ties and  kindnesses  to  acknowledge.  We  left  town  in  the 
last  week  of  July,  having  been  hutily  settled  from  a  prior 
excursion  before  this  was  to  be  undertaken.  My  residence 
here  commenced  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  continued  to 
the  end  of  this  month.  Mrs.  Nares  called  on  Mrs.  Percy 
before  we  left  town. 

"  As  I  wish  your  critique  to  occupy  the  most  honourable 
place,  both  on  your  account  and  taat  of  my  friend  John 
Nichols,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  insert  it  this  month,  but 
let  it  open  the  Review  for  October.'*'  I  have  not  yet  had 
leisure  to  look  at  it,  further  than  to  see  that  the  printer 
will  have  no  difBculty  about  it ;  and  you  may  depend  upon 
it  that  I  shall  have  little  inclination  either  to  alter  or  cur- 
tail what  you  may  have  written.  I  shall  particularly  attend 
to  your  wishes  about  the  concluding  pages.   When  justice 

*  SeeaRariewof Nicholi'tBUtoTjorLdcMtenhire.Tol.  III. parti, bj 
Bp.  Pbtoj,  in  Britiih  Critic  for  Oct.  IBOO,  p.  345—361.  The  Biihop  ob- 
■ami : — "  ThH  ToloDte  ii  in  no  napect  inferior  to  the  former  onei,  eillieT 
in  tlie  ditifnica,  accnrscj,  or  judgment  diipbjed  by  the  aiithor,  or  the 
nhw.  Ituportmce,  ind  cnriani  •election  of  bij  intereeting  mxlerlili.  The 
work  before  ni  b  m  replete  witli  varioDi  ind  intereating  informition,  tliat 
not  only  the  antiqaarj  and  topogTaphinl  hiitontn,  not  only  tbe  geol(^it, 
the  biogi^her,  (nd  laveatigitor  of  general  liiitory,  hnt  the  natnraliat,  and 
eTBi  tbe  adminir  of  the  fine  arti,  wiL  occaiionallj  find  amniement  prepared 
tor  hii  taite.  "    One  object  the  Biihop  hid  in  this  reiiew  w 


imurkl  of  the  Km.  Oeoige  Aihbj  napectin|  tbe  Roman  Miliary  fonad  niir 
Leiceiler,  inierted  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  Hiitorr  of  Ldcestenhire,  whicb  g»e 
tbe  Biahop  great  offence. — See  pp.  357 — 361  of  Britiib  Critic,  Oct.  1800, 


and  alio  p.  <05  of  ihia  ti 

Archdeacon  Nam,  alio,  in  tbe  Preface  to  the  lame  Tolnme  of  the  Britltb 
Critic,  thai  ipeiki  of  Mr.  Nieholi'i  antlqaarian  labonn : — 

"  The  Hiitorj  and  Antiqnide*  of  Leieeitenhire  proceed  without  anj  re> 
mtiiion  of  diligence  in  their  indehtigable  compiler  i  and  tbe  fiiat  Part  of  Vol. 
III.  oontaini  a  man  of  information  greater  than  the  whole  of  what  woold 
fbrmerlj  have  been  deemed  an  adequate  eonnEy  hiatarj .  If  Mr.  Nicholi, 
who  proceedi  with  the  leal  of  an  Maen, 

antiqnam  aiqnjrere  matrem, 

■hould  be  rewarded,  like  that  hero,  with  a  oomfortable  letttement  in  Iter 
maternal  fieldi,  we  ahould  be  the  tint  to  rejoice  at  fail  reward." 

or  another  Tolume  of  the  work,  tbe  editor*  of  the  Briliah  Critic  obaerre  : 
"  In  the  haod*  of  Mr.  Nichols  the  Hiitorj  of  Leicaterehire  appear*  Co  hafO 
not  only  a  prorlndal  but  a  general  atilitr.  It  bai  matter  intermixed  belong- 
ing to  other  pUcci,  which  yet  coUaterallj  cleart  tbe  hiitory  of  that  conntf. 
It  ii  a  rebicle  for  the  hiatorj  of  ancient  manoen,  arti,  and  cnitami,  baa 
added  oopionily  to  the  preeent  itore*  of  onr  national  biofr^ibr,  and  iiq>plied 
(reqnent  gratiBcaUon  to  thoae  who  are  fond  of  the  ele^ncei  of  natural 
tdence."— Britiih  Critio  for  Not.  1804,  p.  49S. 
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requires  it,  I  have  no  kind  of  objection  to  severity,  u  yos 
may  see  in  our  critiqueB  on  Flower's  Case  and  Giffi)rd'8 
EpiBtle  to  Pindar,  in  the  British  Critic  for  August. 

"  Mrs,  Nares  and  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  visitiDg 
Ecton,  were  there  any  chance  of  our  finding  time  to  spare. 
We  shall  return  as  near  to  it  as  by  Daventry,  but  I  much 
fear  in  too  great  haste  to  make  so  agreeable  a  panse  on 
our  road.  The  coontry  in  this  neighbourhood  is  extremely 
pleasing;  and  I  hare  been  able  to  shew  Mrs.  Nares  the 
best  of  it,  by  taking  her  to  par  a  visit  at  Trentham,  where 
the  beauty  of  the  park  (though  a  small  one)  is  beyond  that 
of  moat  other  places. 

« I  beg  yon  wiU  give  our  most  kind  remembrances  to 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Percy,  and  to  the  Isteds,  on  whose  kind- 
ness at  Brighton  Mrs.  Nares  reflects  with  pleasure.  My 
recollections  of  the  same  sort  run  back  many  years.  If  I 
do  not  mistake,  you  are  among  the  representatives  of  the 
Irish  peers ;  and  in  that  case  we  shall  hope  to  see  yon 
when  the  tmpmal  Parbament  meets.  I  am,  with  great 
r^ard^  yonr  Lordship's  obliged  friend  and  servant^ 

"  Robert  Nabbs. 

"  The  date  of  my  letter  will  explain  that  I  am  not  so 
situated  as  to  execute  your  commission  about  the  Courier. 
What  do  you  think  of  the  desperation  of  Peter*  in  his 
anonymous  letter  I" 

"  My  Lord,  Bridih  Houiua,  OetobCT  17,  isoo. 

"  On  the  5th  I  went  over  to  Easton,  where  I  performed 

the  duty,  and  officiated  at  the  Sacrament,  beijig  highly 

pleased  to  meet  my  parishioners  s^ain  after  an  mtensL 

It  seems,  also,  to  have  been  fortunate  that  I  went  just 


then,  for  Lord  Grey  is  on  the  point  of  selling  the  I 
Estate,  and  I  have  put  it  in  train  to  obtfdn  the  slip  adjoin- 
ing to  the  garden  woich  we  rent,  and  if  possible,  the  close 
contiguous,  for  which  I  trust  the  money  remaining  on  the 
Bounty  will  be  sufficient.  The  negotiation  witji  Lord 
Spencer's  agent,  about  laying  it  oat  in  Bozeat,  came  to 
nothing;  but  I  saw  my  allotmeut  in  lieu  of  the  like,  and 
was  ples^ed  to  behold  a  field  of  tolerable  land,  of  between 
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seven  and  eight  acres.  The  hook  yoa  left  at  £laston  was 
deposited  in  the  pariah  chest  by  myBelf,  where  I  found 
also  the  other  volume,  perfectly  free  fironi  damage,  which 
convinced  me  that  they  could  not  be  left  in  better  custody. 
I  also  reclaimed  the  best  plate,  or,  at  least,  commissioned 
Mr.  Gibbs  to  do  so ;  and,  as  Mrs.  Pettiford  is  still  in  the 
boose,  I  trust  there  wiU  be  no  difficulty  about  it.  When 
it  is  once  lodged  in  the  chest,  one  key  will  always  be  kept 
by  die  curate  (or  vicar,  if  present),  and  the  other  by  the 
clerk. 

"  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  you  had  an 
agreeable  voyage^  and  have  found  every  thing  to  your 
mind  at  home.  Mrs.  Nares  unites  with  me  in  best  re- 
spects to  yourself  and  family,  and  I  remain  most  truly 
your  obliged  Mend  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

"ROBBST  NaSBS." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Britiih  MoMVa,  Jan.  19,  1801. 

"  I  have  several  faults  of  omission  upon  my  mind,  tn 
the  article  of  letters,  and  among  them  few  more  weighty 
than  that  which  I  am  now  attempting  to  expiate.  I  ought 
certainly  to  have  sent  you,  long  ago,  my  very  hearty 
thanks  for  your  communication  on  'Nichols's  Leicester- 
shire,* which  had  justly  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  tba 
British  Critic.  Your  notice  of  tlie  araium  arrived  too 
late  for  that  month ;  but  you  will  have  seen  it  since  at 
the  end  of  the  review  ensmng.* 

"  Mrs.  Nares  and  I  passed  three  days  very  agreeably  at 
E^ton,  only  regretdng  that  you  and  your  family  were 
waiting  for  a  wind  at  Park-gate,  instead  of  being  with  us. 
Since  we  returned  to  town,  I  have  been  occupied  by  two 
or  three  arduous  matters  of  business  more  than  usual, 
which  has  made  me,  to  all  my  friends,  a  very  tardy  cor- 
respondent. We  are  now  in  immediate  expectation  of  the 
opening  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Town  is  full  of 
company;  and  Cumberland  House,  in  Pall  Mall,  is  opened 
as  an  hotel  for  Irish  famiUes.  I  am  sorry  that  your  turn 
for  attending  in  Parliament  does  not  yet  come ;  but,  per- 
haps, yoa  will  pay  us  another  visit  before  that  bme 
arrives.  I  am  just  now  deep  in  old  MSS.,  correcting  aU 
that  part  of  the  Harleian  Catalogue  which  was  left  un- 
finished by  Hnmp.  Wanley,  and  very  imperfectly  executed 
■  Sn  BiltUh  Critic,  Not.  IBOO,  p.  !>84. 
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by  Mr.  Castey.  This  is  by  order  of  oar  trustees,  who  are 
stimulated  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
appointed  to  search  into  public  records. 

"Maloue  has  been  nearly  destroyed  by  i 
apparently  insignificant,  that  of  breaking  his 
gettin?  out  of  a  coach  in  the  Museum.  It  has  been  very 
tmwilhnff  to  heal,  and  sometimes  has  shown  even  a 
threatemng  tendency. 

"  I  baye  no  literary  news ;  but  I  have  been  buying  a 
book  dedicated  to  yon, — Bowie's  Don  Quixote,  and  his 
Letter,  previously  addressed  to  you,  I  know  that  Bar- 
rett! abused  the  book,  but  his  motives  were  interested. 
Is  it  not  a  good  book,  after  all  ?  Baretti's  abuse  has  kept 
down  the  price. 

"  I  am>  my  Lord,  very  Caitbfully  and  gratefully  yours, 
"Robert  Nabbs." 

"  P.S.  Did  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Casley,*  above- 


"  Mt  Lokd,  UchAdd,  Sept.  13,  1M1. 

"I  write  at  present  only  to  acknowledge  and  tjiank 
you  for  the  first  article  on  Mrs.  West^a  book,t  which  duly 
arrived,  and  was  immediately  forwarded  to  my  printer,  so 
that  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  appearing  in  the  Review  for 
the  present  month.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  reuat 
your  particular  desire  to  have  the  account  extended  to 
three  ardclea,  which  I  shall  therefore  be  happy  to  recdve 
from  you.  I  have  always  some  fear  of  horUng  an  author, 
by  deviating  very  far  from  the  usual  practice  of  reviews, 
in  their  favour,  leat  it  should  seem  like  too  decided  par- 
tiality, rather  than  actual  judgment ;  but  in  this  case  your 
reasons  and  wishes  prevail.  The  tendency  of  the  book 
certainly  is  excellent;  and  the  writing  appears,  from  the 
spedmens  I  have  yet  seen,  to  be  very  good.  Mrs.  West 
is  also,  beyond  doubt^  a  most  respectable  woman,  whom 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  serve.  I^rly  in  October  I 
shall  return  to  my  head-quarters  at  the  British  Museum, 
where  I  am  deeply  engaged  in  correcting  the  Harleian 
Catalogue, — a  work  in   which    I   shall  hope  to  derive 

*  Mr.  Darid  Cuiej,  dmntj-kwper  of  tha  Cottonlan  and  Roral  Libnrica ; 
one  of  the  reTi*en  of  the  Sodet;  of  Antiqairiea,  and  a  member  of  the  Ov- 
Ueman'i  Souietf  at  Sfwlding.     See  Indoi  to  Litenry  Aaecdota,  YII.  O. 

t  "  Lctten  to  a  toudr  Man  on  bla  flnt  Eatrauee  into  life,  Stc''! 
Toli.  1801  (  ivriewtd  hj  Bp.  Feicf  la  Bntbh  Critic  far  S^t.  1W1,  nd 
continaed  in  two  bllowiDs  Nnmben.— Of  Hn.  We«t,  Me  before,  p.  88. 
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benefit  from  your  sdvice  and  information  vhian  you  arrire 
in  London. 

"  I  beg  to  tarn  your  attention  particularly  to  Art.  'XIV. 
in  our  Review  for  August,  where  I  think  you  will  see  Mr. 
Godwin  *  as  handsomedy  lashed  as  any  sued  personage  ever 
was.  Democracy  has  just  lost  a  zealous  Mend  in  Gilbert 
Wakefield,!  who  died  a  few  days  &eo.  No  loss,  I  fancy, 
eren  to  his  family,  whom  his  turbuence  kept  always  in 
hot  water.  Mrs.  Wakefield  is  sud  to  be  a  very  amiable 
woman ;  badly  matched,  certainly. 

'^WiU  you  endeavour  to  recollect  whether  there  was 
any  payment  at  !Baston,  in  your  time,  of  13^.  4d.  annually 
to  the  Bishop,  ezclosiTe  of  procurations  and  synods  i 
oader  the  name  of  Pension,  I  think.  It  has  lately  been 
demanded  of  me  for  nine  years,  and  as  I  never  recollect 
payine  it  before,  rather  surprised  me ;  yet,  I  suppose  it 
must  be  right.  It  is  sud  to  be  paid  only  by  a  very  few 
livings  in  tiie  diocese,  and  as  mme  is  one  of  the  smallest, 
it  seems  the  more  extraordinary. 

"  Mrs.  N.  and  I  are  going  to-day  to  pass  a  day  or  two 
with  the  very  amiable  family  of  the  Gisbomes,  in  Need- 
wood  Forest.  Mr.  Gisbomeit  you  doubtless  know,  as  a 
writer  at  least.     He  is  also  a  most  pleasing  companion. 

"  I  have  troubled  you  with  more  than  I  intended,  and 
will  only  add  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy,  and  to  your 
nephew,  with  those  of  Mrs.  N.  to  the  former. 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  Lordship's  obUged  friend  and 

ROBBBT  NaBKS." 


"  Mt  LoBD,  Biitiah  Hnwnm,  Not.  27,  1901. 

"  Tour  critique  on  Mrs.  Wesf  s  book  b«ing  now  finished, 
I  hasten  to  return  you  my  very  sincere  thanks  for  a  com- 
munication not  less  honourable  to  the  Review  than  to  her. 
I  have  only  ventured  to  add  a  single  sentence  at  the  con- 
clusion— '  We  do  not  hesitate  to  add,  that  her  son,  what- 

*  In  amlcwof  "Thonghta  ooauonedbjthepuiualcirDr.PuT'i  Spitil 
Sermon ;  being  ■  Replr  ^  the  Attack!  or  Dr.  Pur,  Mr.  MackiuEaih,  Ac.  bj 
W.  Godwin."  See  BritUh  Critic  for  Angtut  1801,  p.  1B4.  Mr.  Qodwin 
died  April  IT,  IB36,  tftd  SI ;  end  ■  memoir  of  him  lAu  b«  faand  In  Gent. 
Hag.  New  Seriei,  toI.  T.  p.  666. 

t  The  Re*.  Gilbert  Walcefleld  died  Sept.    10,  ISOI,  aged  U.    See  a 
-'   of  liiBilnGenlleiatn'iMagMlDeforlSOl,  p.  S67,  and  in  Chalmeti'a 
'hieal  IHeikaarj.    See  aba  Index  to  Lit.  Anecdotei,  Til.  440,  T~~ 


Mognphiei 


mplaiT  ditfne  and  amiable  poet  died  March  S4,  1S46,  aged  B' 
ofthep ' 


if  the  principal  fHend*  <k  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  fail  t 
freqnentlj  ocean  io  the  IMb  of  the  good  PhllanthrDpitt,  bj  hi*  Smu.    Sea 
■  metadt  of  Mr.  Gitbome  in  Gent.  K»t.  new  ■cie*,  toI.  XXV.  p.  648. 
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ever  boast  he  may  derive  from  ancestry,  or  to  whatever 
sitoation  abilities  or  contingencies  may  raise  him,  vill 
always  have  reason  to  boast  of  being  bom  of  such  a 
mother.'* 

"  I  thank  you  also  foryour  answer  on  the  subject  of  the 
pension  daimed  upon  Ekuton,  though  I  fear  I  shall  not 
obtain  any  redress.  I  will^  however,  take  all  proper  and 
respectful  means  to  do  so. 

'*  I  have  the  pleaaure  to  inform  you  that  the  *  ReUqoea* 
were  &ent  to  Mr.  Fr.  Tytler  at  Edinburgh,  exactly  ac- 
cording to  your  order,  within  a  week  after  your  letter 
(dated  Sept.  26)  reached  me.  The  binding  was  what  they 
«all  extra,  which  perhaps  was  more  than  \ou  meant;  but 
the  difference  will  not  be  above  three  or  four  shillings,  and 
the  copy  particularly  pleased  my  eye. 

"  Tour  last  packet  was  what  they  term  above  privile^ ; 
consequently,  I  pud  seven  shillings  for  it.  This,  however, 
is  of  no  consequence,  as  the  Briti^  Critic  at  large  will  pay 
it :  I  onl^  mention  it  to  prevent  future  mistakes.  Franka 
are  now  limited  (in  England)  to  1  ok.  or  If-  oi.,  which  I 
have  taken  care  to  observe  in  making  up  these  packeta  for 
yon. 

"  Allow  me  to  ask,  against  I  hear  from  you  agun,  who 
waa  the  Mr.  Carterf  who  made  the  very  beautiful  original 
tune  to  your  elegant  ballad, '  O !  Nanny,  wilt  thou  gang  wi' 
me  i'  and  when  was  it  first  set  ?  I  think  it  one  of  the 
finest  ballad  airs  that  were  ever  composed :  I  will  not  add 
how  fitly  bestowed,  but  the  whole  effect  is  admirable.  I 
have  heard  it  harmoniKed,  or  thrown- into  parts,  by  Hani- 
son,  and  it  was  delightful  in  that  form.  We  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  the  hope  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Percy  m 
London,  which  I  hope  no  circumstance  will  delay  beyond 
&e  time  intended. 

**  I  hope  the  Ecton  &milv  are  well,  &c. ;  and  remain,  very 
sincerely,  your  obliged  ana  faithful  servant, 

"  ROBSBT  NaBSB." 
"  Mt  Lord,  BritiA  MaMOMi,  April  2S,  IML 

"  Tour  lost  letter  to  me  be^ns  with  an  apology  for  long 

•  Bridih  Grille  for  Not.  IBOI,  p.  &29. 

t  "  Poor  Cuter,  tha  odabraM  compowr,  died  on  Fridtv  lot,  Oct.  11, 
IS04.  He  poeMued  u  nnoommon  ihue  of  noliu  i  b>t  hu  pra^pcri^  u 
life  nerer  kept  pace  with  the  grutDsu  of  hii  laleDti.  He  vm  &■  a^or  cf 
nwn;  eieellent  muiial  |ilace«  end  bentihl  bdUda,  tmonc  the  latter  of  «^A 
—    "  O  Neon^,  wilt  thoa  geng  wi'  me  ?"  •'  TJly  Bo  1  &g.  *e."-   ' 
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silence,  which  would  make  me  bliuh  to  see  it»  having  yet 
more  occaaion  for  it  myself,  had  I  not  to  plead  that  the 
expectation  of  seeing  yon  here  has  long  reetrained  my  pen. 
From  the  time,  indeed,  when  I  b^an  to  think  it  probable 
that  yon  might  have  moved  from  Dromore^  I  have  been  in 
constant  expectation  and  hope  of  hearing  of  your  approach. 
It  now  begins  to  be  probable  that  you  have  relinquished 
the  intention,  at  least  for  the  present ;  and  I  therefore  feel 
it  necessaiy  to  send  this  explanation  of  my  conduct,  lert 
you  should  at  all  impute  it  to  n^ligence. 

"  At  a  dinner  given  lately  by  Sir  William  Scott,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  seong  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  becoming  ao- 
quunted  with  him.  Of  him  I  made  inquiries  respecting 
TOO,  but  could  learn  only  his  opinion,  that  you  would  pro- 
Dably  be  now  in  Dublin.  I  saw  him  again  yesterday,  on 
the  point  of  returning  for  Ireland,  and  charged  him  with 
my  apologies ;  but,  recollecting  that  he  might  not  see  yoa» 
and  that  a  letter  enclosed  to  Mr.  Lee's  would  be  forwarded 
to  yon  wherever  you  might  be,  I  resolved  no  longer  to  omit 
writmg. 

"  I  was  much  obliged  to  you  for  transmitting  Dr.  Caul- 
field's  pamphlet,  and  for  the  hints  you  gave  upon  it ;  but 
this  also  has  been  laid  by,  in  hopes  of  further  mstmctions 
from  you  in  person,  how  it  would  be  most  proper  to  notice 
it.  I  regretted  that  ill  health  was  the  apology  for  your 
preceding  silence,  and  shall  be  very  desirous  to  hear  that 
the  same  cause  has  not  interposed  to  prevent  the  journey 
to  England,  which  I  knew  you  had  before  intended. 

"  You  inquired,  in  the  P.S.  of  your  last,  whether  any 
answer  to  Volney  had  been  published,  besides  that  (of  Mr. 
Roberts*}  noticed  in  the  'BiiUsh  Critic'  I  believe  not. 
That  reply,  though  we  chose  to  make  the  best,  of  it,  on 
account  of  the  laudableness  of  the  design,  was  certainly  not 
■  The  Her.  Peter  Roberta  died  in  Waj,  IBIS,  at  Halkln,  oo.  Flint,  to 
wlaA  Uring  be  had  been  indncted  only  *  tew  moothi.  Ttia  erant  de> 
piired  Waki  of  an  eminent  writer  in  Iti  partlcQlu  litentnre  and  laagiuge, 
and  the  Idngdom  at  larga  of  a  rare  union  of  wortb  and  taint.  It  ii  nU 
Mr.  Roberti  «m  a  ttadent  of  Trinity  College,  Dnblin;  whererer  he  ira« 
«dnc«ted,  be  wia  an  hononr  Co  the  fbnndMicm.  Hi*  Talnable  and  exteniive 
library  mi  lold  in  Sbrewibnry  (nine  daya  ule),  coaunendag  the  9th  of 
Angoit.  He  wu  author  of  "  Cnnerrationi  on  the  FliDciplM  of  Cbriitian 
Morality;" — "  Oirletianity  Vindicated  in  a  eeriei  of  Letten  to  H.  Volney, 
on  bia  RerolQtiinia  of  Empire* ;" — "  Harmony  of  the  Epiitlei;" — "  A 
Sketch  of  the  early  Hlitory  of  the  Cymry,  or  Antient  Britoni,  from  tlie  year 
700  before  Chrlit  to  A.D.  500 ;"— "  View  of  the  Policy  and  DootriDe*  of 
Uu  Chnrch  of  Rome  ;"— "  The  Chronicle  of  the  King*  of  Britain  {"— "  Oa 
Cluiitian  HoraliCy ;" — "  Hannal  of  Prophecy)" — "  The  Cambrian  Popnlar 
AntiqnitU*,"  4m.     (Sea  Britiah  Cribe,  1802,  and  Monthly  Review,  toL 
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SO  vigorous  as  might  be  wished.  I  shoold  be  very  ^iad  to 
learn  that  you  had  a  design  of  furnishing  such  an  antidote 
to  the  poison  as  might  be  more  effectual.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, find  that  Vobiey  has  done  much  mischief  in  England ; 
but  the  studious  circulation  of  bis  booh,  whether  here  or 
in  Irehind,  must  certainly  be  carried  on  for  the  moat  mis- 
chievous purposes.  I  have  been  anxious  (among  many 
other  topics  of  inquiry)  to  ask  whether  the  Life  of  Gold- 
smith, lately  pubUshed  with  his  Miscellaneous  Works,  really 
proceeds  from  your  information,  as  is  confidently  asserted ; 
and,  if  not,  how  much  credit  is  due  to  it,  on  its  own 
account  Many  things  are  there  told  which  were  not 
known  before;  but  their  value  must  depend  upon  their 
authenticity,  of  which  no  person  now  living,  probably,  can 
judge  so  well  as  you. 

"A  very  handsome  letter  from  Mrs.  West,*  accompanied 
by  a  bound  copy  of  her  work,  gave  me  great  satisfaction  a 
month  or  two  ago.  I  returned  my  best  thanks  to  the 
respectable  lady^  without  loss  of  time ;  but  I  ought  also  to 
return  them  to  you,  since  it  must  have  been  through  you 
that  she  gained  the  information  to  which  I  owed  her  civili- 
ties. 1  have  since  been  introduced  to  her  son.t  He  is  a 
very  modest  young  man,  and  I  am  assured  likely  to  do 
justice  to  her  instructions. 

"  In  consideration  of  my  very  true  apologies,  I  hope  you 
will  favour  me  with  an  early  answer.  I  am  very  desirous 
to  know  what  are  your  present  plans ;  and  what  hope  we 
may  yet  entertun  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Percy  this  seastHi 
in  £n^nd. 

"  The  matter  of  the  pension^  to  the  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough remains  in  suspense.  All  the  inquiry  I  have  been 
able  to  make  confirms  the  suspicion  that  it  ought  to  be 
^d  by  the  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  namely,  the 
College ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  hurry  of  this  month  is  over, 
I  mean  to  write  to  the  Dean  upon  it.  On  this  subject  also 
I  bad  hoped  for  your  personal  advice,  as  the  best  supple- 
ment to  uie  written  admonitions  you  had  so  kindly  given. 

"  I  am,  my  Lord,  with  great  regard, 

**  Yqut  obliged  and  &ithfiil  servant, 

*'  ROBBBT  NAREa." 
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"  My  Lord,  Lkhlleld,  Aonit  28,  1802; 

"The  time  of  my  annual  removal  from  London  fau 
been,  aa  usual,  a  period  of  great  hurry,  and  since  my 
amTal  here  I  have  almost  daQy  been  purposing  to  write 
to  TOO,  and  as  frequently  hare  been  obliged,  or  induced 
by  business  or  interruption,  to  postpone  it.  I  very  safely 
rec^ved  yonr  three  packets  contuning  Sir  Richara  M.v»- 
grave's  reply  to  Dr.  Caulfield. 

"  I  intended  fully  to  have  taken  your  advice  as  to  the 
postponing  the  account  of  Dr.  Caulfield's  defence,*  till  I 
should  hear  more  of  the  issue  of  the  dispute;  but  I 
found  myself  so  particularly  ui^ed  by  letters,  and  called 
apon  in  point  of  justice  to  take  some  notice  of  it)  that  I 
inserted  the  account  which  appeared  in  July,  p.  91.  I 
hope  you  will  approve  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done. 
These  Roman  Catholics  wonder  that  we  are  so  ready  to 
believe  them  inclined  to  murder  Protestants,  forgetting 
that  in  eyerj  part  of  the  world  they  have  always  shown 
that  disposition,  and  have  acted  accordingly  whenever 
opportunities  were  offered,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
highest  authorities  of  their  church. 

"  In  coming  to  this  place  we  made  a  circuit  by  Cam- 
bridgeshire, and  paid  a  visit  of  three  days  to  Dr.  Sraith,t 
Mrs.  Nares's  father.  This  new  modelled  ourwhole  route, 
and  brought  us  hither  by  Huntingdon,  Thrapston,  Ket- 
tering, Market  Harborongh,  &c  We  passed  a  night  at 
the  laJit-mentioned  place,  and  I  was  determined  not  to  lose 
the  opportunity  of  oecoming  acquainted  with  Mrs.  West. 
Mrs.  Nares  and  I  therefore  waited  upon  her  soon  after 
our  arrival,  and  made  her  a  visit  of  some  length.  From 
our  previous  knowledge  of  each  other  aa  writers,  we  were 
easily  acquainted,  and  I  had  great  pleasure  in  conversing 
with  a  lady  whose  excellent  talents  and  dispositaon  are 

*  '■  The  Reply  of  Dr.  CuilBBld,  Ronun  Catholic  Blihop  of  Weiniril,  to 
the  HUrepreMnUtion  of  Sir  R.  Hnignn,  Bart."  8to.  IBOl.  See  Britllh 
CriUe  tor  Jul;,  1802,  p.  91. 

t  Dr.  Sunael  Smith  *ai  of  Trinitr  College,  Cambridge;  B.A.  1764; 
H.A.  1757;  LL.D.  17U.  He  taccwded  Dr.  Mukham  aa  bead  maater  of 
Westmiiialer  School,  and  wu  iftennrdc  one  of  the  prebeodariea.  He  iru 
alao  a  eaaoD  of  Feterborongh,  rector  of  WaJpola.  Norfolk,  and  of  Dry  Dnijr- 
ton,  Nortbamptonahire.  He  died  March  23,  180B,  aged  77  ;  lald  to  be  poa> 
aeaaed  of  more  than  ^100,000.  One  ot  his  miu.  Dr.  Sunael  Smith,  ma 
Dean  of  Chriitehorch,  wbidi  deaaerj  be  exchanged  for  a  prebend  of  Dur- 
ham, with  the  praient  Dean  of  ChriatchnrtA,  Dr.  Oaiafonf.  Hie  elder  Dr. 
Smith  left  alao  three  other  Kiai,  and  two  daaghlen.  All  tba  aoni  are  dead. 
The  eldelt  daughter  mimed  jamei  Wake,  eiq.  bairiitaT'at-law ;  and  the 
Tonngeit  married  Mr.  Archdeacon  Narea.  Both  the  daoghtera  are  living ; 
but  thdr  hoabandi  are  dead. 
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SO  deariy  displayed  in  her  writings,  Wa  bdked  of  you 
first,  and  sfterwtu^  of  Tarions  other  topics ;  and  I  hopa 
that  if  any  thing  brings  her  to  London  uie  will  not  forget 
to  inquire  for  the  British  Mnaenm, 

"With  respect  to  the  pension  cfaaiged  npon  poor 
Eaaton,  I  gained  some  material  informarion  jnat  before  I 
left  town,  from  Clapham,  Senr.  On  examining  his  papers 
Mr.  CUpham  found  that  the  pension  of  IS*,  id.  per  an- 
num was  demanded  at  the  visitation  in  1780,  and  was  paid 
as  for  3  years ;  bnt  tha^  in  1783,  Mr.  Clapham  refunded 
the  payment  by  order  of  bishop  Hinchlifle,  by  whom  it 
was  ever  afterwards  receired.  If  these  particulan  should 
bring  any  other  ciromustances  to  your  mind,  you  will 
much  ohage  me  by  an  early  communication  of  the  intelli- 
gence, as  I  expect  to  see  the  bishop  of  Peterborough  here 
in  the  course  of  September,  I  will  write  also  to  Mr. 
Gibbs,  as  these  dates  may  lead  him  to  discorer  some 
memorandum  on  the  subject  in  the  Saston  rentaL 

"  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Goldsmith's  life.  If  I  take  any  advantage  of  what 
you  mention,  in  noticing  the  book,  it  shall  be  in  such  a 
way  as  cannot  implicate  you,  or  lead  to  any  knowledge  of 
its  coming  from  you.  We  had  a  very  agreeable  day  with 
the  Isteds  and  Sothebys  at  the  BritiMi  Museam,  and 
should  have  been  extremely  glad  if  yon  could  have  been 
added  to  the  party.  Your  absence  from  England  disap* 
pointed  us  al^  and  I  am  not  yet  informed  whether  the 
arrangements  for  the  Parliament  ensuing  are  such  as  to 
bring  you  over  soon ;  if  so,  I  shall  be  among  those  who 
will  most  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  your  friendly  and 
instmctive  conversation.  I  am,  my  lord,  with  great  re- 
gard, your  obliged  and  Mthful  servant, 

"  ROBSET  NaBMB.'* 

"  Mt  Lord,  Udifidd,  Swt.  9,  isos. 

"I  had  just  troubled  you  with  a  letter  much  must 
have  been  nearly  of  the  same  date  with  yours ;  I  sent  it 
inclosed  to  Mr.  Lee's,  not  being  qtute  certain  where  yoa 
inight  be.  I  write  now,  without  loss  of  time,  that  yoa 
may  know  that  your  letter,  though  sent  to  London,  was 
duly  forwarded  oither,  and  to  say  that  I  have  sent  the 
incloflure  to  Mr,  Park,  in  another  frank,  back  to  town. 
I  can  positively  assure  yon  that  nothing  but  what  was 
truly  complimentary  was  intended  by  the  dtation  of  the 
Reliques ;  and,  whatever  Mr.  Ritson  may  choose  to  say. 
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the  pablic  feels  uniTersally  that  the  elegant  taste,  sound 

{'adgment,  Bud  saccesafol  research  dispuiTed  in  Uiat  pub- 
ication  are  such  as  must  do  credit  to  the  compilei  and 
editor  thronghont  life,  in  whatever  utoation  he  may  be 
placed.  Though  Buhop  Percy  be  mentioned  as  emtor, 
it  is  by  a  prolaptia  alvays  used,  giving  to  him,  in  that 
character,  the  title  which  he  afterwards  acquired.  But 
surely  there  is  nothing  for  a  Bishop  to  repent  of  in  these 
Tolumes.  Though  I  feel  all  this,  I  will  take  care  in 
future  to  attend  to  your  wishes  implicitly  on  the  sulMect> 

"  It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  tliat  yoa  think  the 
artide  on  Dr.  Canlfield  *  judicious ;  I  felt  it  was  a  difficult 
point  to  handle,  without  producing  new  irritation,  and 
therefore  should  have  been  longer  silent  had  I  not  been 
particularly  ui^ed. 

"  I  will  not  add  unnecessarily  to  the  length  of  this, 
having  said  the  other  things  that  I  wished  to  say  in  the 
letter,  winch  ere  this  you  will  have  received.  Mrs.  Nares 
unites  in  best  complunents  to  yourself  and  Mrs.  Percy, 
with,  my  Lord,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  ROBCBT  NaBES." 

"  Mr  LOBD,  Bitiiih  Moienm,  Not.  12, 1808. 

"  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  last 
kind  letters,  and  particularly  to  thank  you  for  the  philoso- 
phical communicationf  contiuned  in  the  second,  to  which 
due  attention  shall  undoubtedly  be  paid,  when  we  are  to 
make  our  report  upon  that  part  of  the  Philosophical 
IVansactions.  At  the  sister  Society  of  Antiquaries  we  are 
very  busy  about  the  &mous  stone  from  Egypt,  containing 
three  inscriptions,  the  first  in  hierogly^ic  character,  the 
second  in  Coptic,  the  third  in  Greek.  The  Greek  has,  of 
course,  been  copied,  read,  and  translated,  and  as  it  states 
that  they  were  aU  three  intended  to  convey  the  same 
intelligence,  the  greatest  hopes  are  entertained  that  it  will 
prove  the  key  to  the  two  other  characters.  Heyne  has 
written  on  the  Greek,  and  it  is  said  that  Dr.  Saeg  has  read 
the  Coptic  by  it,  but  this  is  not  yet  certain, 

"  Having  told  you  this  literary  news,  if  it  should  be 
such  to  you,  penmt  me  to  remind  you  of  a  matter  which 
respects  myself  only.  In  one  of  my  last  letters  I  stated 
to  you  the  information  I  bad  received  from  Mr.  Clapham, 
sen.  respecting  the  pension  demanded  for  poor  Easton } 
and  I  b^ed  of  you  to  say  whether  his  report  recalled  the 
transaction,  or  any  of  its  adjuncts  to  your  mind.  His 
■  See  before,  p.  i97.  t  See  hereafter,  p,  603. 
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account  ia  this — that  in  17S0,  a  pension  of  lii.4d.  per 
annum  was  demanded,  and  paid  at  the  nsitation  for  the 
three  years  last  elapsed.  But  that  in  l78^i  (probably  the 
next  visitation),  the  demand  was  not  only  not  repeated 
but  the  former  payment  refunded  by  him  Djr  the  bishop's 
order.  When  1  was  at  Ecton  I  again  searched  the  rental 
with  this  cine  to  guide  me,  but  there  is  no  memorandum 
of  yours  on  the  subject.     It  appears  then  that  I  succeeded 

four  Lordship  in  1783,  but  probably  after  the  viaitatioo. 
have  written  to  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough  the  above 
account  of  Mr.  Clapham's  information,  but  it  would  be  a 
material  point  if  his  report  could  be  at  all  confirmed  by 
your  recollections.  I  think,  however,  he  has  written 
documents  to  ascertain  it^  if  ^e  bishop  should  not  other- 
wise be  satisfied.  The  demand  probably  referred  in  justice 
to  some  other  Eaaton. 

''  I  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mrs.  West,  and  intended  to 
have  added  a  cover,  under  the  sanctioD  of  Mr.  Hammond, 
with  something  &om  myself,  as  I  have  now  the  pleasure 
of  her  acquuntance,  bnt  it  happened  that  accident  pre- 
vented me,  and  your  letter  went  without  the  accompani- 
ment. We  were  so  fortunate  as  just  to  meet  Mn.  West 
at  t^e  time  when  we  passed  three  days  at  fkiton  in  our 
return  from  Lichfield.  She  arrived  there  the  day  we  did, 
and  went  to  Northampton  with  us  when  we  left  it.  I  was 
much  pleased  with  this  circumstance.  Her  unaffected 
modesty  is  as  remarkable  as  her  talents,  and  she  is  in  all 
respects  a  most  valuable  woman.  Isted  was  not  quite 
well  when  we  were  there,  and  I  hear  him  still  reported 
an  invalid ;  but  as  it  is  only  report,  I  hope  that  it  is 
either  exaggerated  or  wholly  without  foundation.  Mrs. 
Nares  imites  in  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  yourself, 
with^  my  Ijord,  your  most  futhful  and  obliged  servant, 
"  Robert  Nakbs. 
"  The  eldest  son  of  Jos,  Warton  is  about  to  publish 
*  Dryden  *  from  his  Gather's  materials.*  He  has  in  contem- 
platJun  also,  to  publish  a  selection  from  the  correspon- 
dence of  his  fotber  and  ancle  with  various  men  of  learning 
and  talents." 

"My  Lord,  Bri^iton,  April,  i bos. 

"  After  a  silence,  so  long  that  I  am  justly  asham^  of  it, 
I  write  to  you  from  a  place  which  recalls  the  recollection 
of  meeting  you  about  three  years  ago.     Mrs.  Nares  and 

*  Hft  piblUhed  Drrden'B  Fimdui  ia  4  voli.  Bto.  with  ■  re>  ofhi*  bOo'i 
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I  have  taken  advantage  of  tlie  Easter  holidays  to  revisit 
this  place,  and  catch  some  of  the  reviviog  breezes  of  the 
sea:  the  same  interval  enables  me  to  undertake  the 
bearing  a  few  of  those  arrears  of  correapondence  which 
in  winter  more  particularly  accumulate ;  Because  the  days 
are  much  shorter,  and  the  tasks  to  be  performed  in  them 
nearly  the  same.  In  summer  I  work  for  the  Review 
before  breakfast,  and  write  letters  after.  In  winter  there 
is  nothing  before  breakfast,  bat  the  necessary  preparation 
for  appearing  at  it;  so  letters  are  apt  to  be  postponed.  I 
believe  I  hare  not  written  to  you  since  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough  in  the  fullest  manner  retracted  his  claim  of 
pension  upon  poor  Easton ;  in  which  matter  I  am  cer- 
tainly  indebtea  in  part  to  what  you  permitted  me  to  say 
in  your  name.  The  fortunate  recollection  of  Mr.  Clap- 
ham,  that  the  pension  was  once  demanded  of  you,  and 
fbnnally  refunded  three  years  after,  concluded  the  whole 
matter,  and  put  it  finally  out  of  doubt  We  called  at 
Ecton,  in  our  last  journey  from  Lichfield,  and  there  had ' 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  ingenious  and  unassuming 
Mrs.  West ;  whose  acquaintance  we  were  heartily  glad  to 
cultivate.  We  passed  about  four  days  there  together. 
I  have  been  a  httle  in  hojM  that  you  might  possibly  send 
me  an  account  for  the  British  Critic  of  her  '  Infidel  Father,' 
but  as  no  such  aid  arrived,  I  have  just  written  one  myself, 
which  is  sent  to  the  printer.  I  have  given  it  the  dignity 
of  standing  among  the  principal  articles,  for  the  sake  of 
the  author ;  and  I  think  hare  so  characterised  it  as  will 
induce  many  to  wish  for  further  acquaintance  with  it.* 
I  have  dwelt  chiefly  on  the  serious  parts,  which  are  pre- 
eminently the  best;  and  have  praised  the  design  and 
execution,  not  lavishly,  but  finnly ;  and  not  in  generalities, 
but  with  specific  instances,  I  hope  the  account  will  meet 
your  approbation ;  since  my  regard  for  the  author  was 
originally  derived  in  part  from  yours.  I  find  that  Ritson, 
who  is  most  unequivocally  mad,  has  again  treated  you 
with  impudent  scurrility.  If  there  are  any  particular 
things  that  yon  wish  said  in  return,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  communicate  them  to  me.  An  article  from  you,  on  the 
subject  of  his  Metrical  Romances,  would  he  very  accept- 
able to  me,  if  you  did  not  think  yourself  too  much  offended 
to  meddle  with  him  at  all.  To  ridicule  he  lays  himself  ex- 
tremely open,  by  his  most  absurd  mode  of  spelling,  which 
certainly  shall  not  pass  unobserved  in  the  British  Critic. 
*'  I  hope  you  read,  and  did  not  object  to,  the  article  on 
*  See  BriUib  Critio  lot  April,  1803,  p.  406. 
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GoldamitVa  Worics.*  I  veiy  carefully  absUiued  finia  say- 

ing  anything  that  might  bring  you  into  any  question. 

Mr.  Leydea^t  (now  Dr.)  who  pabUshed '  The  Complaynt 
of  Scotland/  has  lately  sailed  fur  the  East  Indies.  He 
had  actually  engaged  to  go  in  the  ship  that  waa  lost  two 
months  ago,  (the  Hindostan,)  but  fortunately  changed  his 
mind.  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  editor  of  the  '  Minstrelay  of 
the  ScoUiah  Border,'  is  now  in  liondon ;  but  I  missed 
sewig  him  in  consequence  of  my  journey  hither.  The 
spiritof  research  into  our  early  poetry,  which  your  Reliques 
ao  strongly  encouraged,  is  now  very  active,  and  almost 
duly  proiduces  some  accession  to  that  branch  of  Uteratnre. 
Q.  ElUst  will  produce  something  more  ere  long;  and 
whatever  he  does  will,  of  course,  Dear  the  stamp  of  taste 
and  geniua.  Mr.  Qifford,§  the  translator  of  Jovenal,  it 
employed  on  au  edition  of  Massioger.  As  no  person  ia 
more  Ukely  than  yon  are  to  be  able  to  give  Mme  important 
aid  to  such  a  work,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  mentioning 
■  it  to  you.  What  he  does  himself,  will  be  done  with  care 
and  aagadty ;  but  any  hints  from  you  will  have  great 
value,  and  it  would  much  delight  me  to  be  the  conveyer 
of  them.  Malone  has  furnished  him  with  an  unpubliriied 
play  of  die  author.  We  have  one  or  two  about  that  datc^ 
m  the  Harleian  Collection,  but  not  ascertained  to  be  hia, 
"  We  shall  stay  here  only  a  few  days  more ;  ao  tfaat  a 
letter,  which  I  hope  to  receive  much  sooner  than  I  teem 
to  deserve,  will  find  me  at  the  British  Museum.  I  am, 
my  Lord,  with  Mrs.  N's.  regard  and  my  own  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Percy, . 
"  Your  obedient  and  obliged  servant,  &c. 

"  Robert  Nabbs." 

*  See  Brituh  Critlo  for  Sept  ISO!,  p.  t». 

t  Dr.  Lajdao  disd  tt  Conwlia,  in  Batnik,  in  1811.  Hi*  >eq«ddtfcn  of 
laogiugBi  WM  wanderfnl.  Lord  Minto  aaad  to  mj,  "  He  bwt  the  gift  of 
Tongoes."  Bedde*  bsing  an  eminent  cluiicil  ichoUr,  be  wu  muter  at 
tbe  langnagee  of  the  Beit,  end  had  ■  ifiToog  natural  geoini  for  poetry. 
He  WM  the  Inllmate  friend  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

t  Oeorge  BUU,  £iq.  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.  died  AprU  10,  IBIS,  aged  TO.  Fto- 
hapa  no  man  of  hli  time  better  nnlted  the  chancter  of  a  gentlemaa  aad  ■ 
nunof  letlait.  In  I790,bepabliahed  hia"8pecfaneni  of  oorEallT  Poetry,*' 
which,  with  an  oUaiged  Edition  in  1801,  and  the  "  SpedmsM  of  onr  B«tj 
RomaacMi''  formed  an  important  coutribation  townrda  tfaat  growing  atadr  a 
onr  andent  Utaratnie  wUch  hu  breathed  ■  yonthfol  a^tit  into  Eni^ith 
poetry.  Thete  worki  jneHy  gaye  him  the  (jtiee  of  the  Trwan,  and  St.  Paj^e, 
of  Bi^land.  Ho  wo  one  of  the  writera  in  "  The  BolUad,"  "  VntmOaBUif 
Ode*,''  Sut. ;  elao  in  "  Hm  Anti-Jacobin."  Sea  a  good  meadr  of  Urn  in 
Gent.  Mag.  for  April,  1815,  p.  371.  Ha  printed  anonymooaly  an  nceonnt 
of  theDntefa  Reralationi  I7«9  )  elfo  a  (m^  Tolnme  of  Poenu,  withost  ha 
name,  177B,  12o>o. 

8  or  Mr.  Gifford  tee  a  memidr  in  Lit.  lUiutnUou,  toI.  Tt.  p.  t. 
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"  Mt  Lord,  lieMeia,  Sept.  9,  leos. 

"  I  am  an  interrapted  and  uncertain  correspondent 
but  not  a  foi^tful  or  an  ungrateful  one ;  for  I  often  think 
of  writing  to  you  when  I  do  not  carry  it  into  effect,  and 
always  feel  myself  greatly  obliged  by  the  friendly  kind- 
ness of  your  letters.  Your  last,  in  which  you  speak  of 
representing  the  case  of  poor  £^ton  to  Iiord  Northamptoa 
when  you  shall  nest  visit  England,  is  so  particularly 
obliging  that  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  thank^ 
tliough  I  did  not  want  that  motive  for  regretting  the  delay 
of  your  journey,  which  is  but  too  likdy  to  arise  from  the 
uneasy  circumstances  of  the  times.  These  circumstances 
add  much  to  mf  desire  of  hearing  from  vou,  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  your  friends  not  to  mi  anxious  to  know  in 
what  state  your  neighbourhood  is  in  the  present  alarm. 

**  I  have  looked  occasionally  into  Mr.  Ritson  on  Metrical 
Aomanoes,  and  find  him  indeed  inbmoosly  abusive  to- 
wards yon.  I  wish  much  to  hear  from  you  what  you 
think  it  best  to  do  with  him.  If  you  leave  him  to  my 
care,  you  may  depend  upon  his  receiving  a  very  sound 
caatigation;  but  yoa  perhaps  will  wish  to  take  him  in 
hand  yourself,  in  which  case  I  shall  be  extremely  happy 
to  receive  your  communications  upon  the  subject,  which, 
besides  answering  him,  will  secure  a  good  critique  upon 
the  book.  I  must  attack  him  with  ridicule  for  the  strange 
absurdities  of  his  spelling,  and  think  of  beginning  the 
article  with  a  view  of  thenu 

"  In  our  last  number  was  an  account  of  that  part  of  the 
Philosophical  Transactions*  which  contains  the  analysis  of 
the  stones  which  fiell  from  the  sky ;  bat  I  did  not  at  first 
think  of  sabj(»ning  your  remarks  from  the  Gentleman's 
Magaxinet  with  which  you  favoured  me  some  time  ago ; 
and  when  I  did  (though  I  had  them  with  me  for  the  pur- 
pose), I  could  not  oontriTe  to  introduce  them  at  this  dis- 
tance from  the  press.  I  could  not  trust  the  printer  with- 
out a  revise,  wmch  eonld  not  here  be  had.  The  remarks 
would  have  made  an  excellent  note  on  that  part  of  the 
review;    and    the  quoting  the   Gentleman's   Magazine, 

*  niilMophtcal TraoMctiDiii  for  IB02,  ut.  Til.  See  Briluli Critio  tor 
Hag.  1803,  p.  144. 

t  Thii  elhidee  to  ■  conunniiioation  from  Bp.  Percy  to  the  GntlraKn'* 
H^.  in  IT97,  p.  179,  nhich  ralttei  to  the  nibjecta  of  thiFiJlafStODCii&om 
the  Qoodi,  tba  Cnckoo,  tic — See  the  preaedlsg  Letter  of  Hr.  Nam  to  Bp. 
PercT,  Not.  12, 1802,  bi  p.  S99. 
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though  not  usual,  wonld  have  been  pleaang  to  my  friend 
John  Nichols. 

"  We  heard  of  the  Isted  fondly  in  oor  passage  hither, 
but  did  not  get  a  sight  of  them.  I  hope  they  are  noir 
well,  and  all  connected  with  you — particularly  Mrs.  Percy, 
to  whom,  as  well  as  to  yourself,  Mrs.  Nares  unites  in 
sending  best  coroplimenta  and  wishes.  I  am,  my  Lord> 
with  great  respect,  your  obliged  and  obedient  serrant, 
"  Robert  Nabjbs." 

"  Mt  Lord,  Briti^  Miumin,  VA.  6,  I8M. 

"  I  have  heard,  with  mnch  concern,  that  your  sight  has 
suffered  severely  from  the  complaint  in  your  eyes,  which 
was  mentioned  in  your  last  kind  letter  to  me.  Allow  me 
to  express  my  very  earnest  bope,  that  you  do  still  and 
may  continue  to  enjoy  that  sense  in  a  sufficient  degree  to 
conduce  to  your  own  comfort,  and  even  for  literary  use. 
Few  eyes  have  been  better  employed  during  the  time  of 
their  vigour. 

"  Ton  were  doubtless  informed  long  ago  of  the  miserable 
yet  characteristic  end  of  that  wretched  being  Ritson ; 
whose  insanity  will  now  be  presumed  to  have  shewn  itself 
originally  in  his  abuse  of  you,  and  many  other  persons 
who  deserved  a  very  opposite  treatment,  Tou  have  seen, 
I  hope,  and  approved,  our  review  of  his  impious  and 
absurd  book  on  Anim^  Food,*  which,  in  my  opinion 
(and,  as  I  did  not  write  it,  I  may  give  my  opinion),  is  veiy 
much  superior  to  the  atteck  upon  it  in  me  Edinbui^ 
Review.  There  was  spirit  in  that;  but  it  took  some 
things  for  granted  in  ailment  which  are  not  true.  I  have 
hitherto  deferred  our  account  of  his  Metrical  Romances 
and  Bibliographia  Poetica,  thinking  that  you  might  still 
be  desirous  to  state  something  in  opposition  to  his  mali- 
cious attacks.  But  I  should  wish  now  to  have  it  intiv- 
duced  liefore  long, 

"  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  some  account  of  yon, 
however  short,  from  yourself;  the  truth  being  in  general 
better  than  rumours  or  conjectures,  as  I  hope  it  will  prove 
in  this  instance.  I  have  seen  nothing  of  the  Isteds  for  a 
considerable  time,  George  excepted,  and  him  not  very 
lately.  Mr.  Isted  is,  with  many  thousands  more,  defend- 
ing his  country  against  an  attack  which  some  of  the  wisest 
still  tell  us  cannot,  in  tbe  nature  of  things,  be 
•  See  Bittidi  Ciitie  for  No*.  IBOS,  p.  483. 
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made.  God,  I  trust,  will  restore  peace  and  tranquillity 
in  good  time,  and,  if  we  deseire  it,  prosperity.  Mrs.  Nares 
unites  in  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Percy  and  yourself;  and 
I  remain  your  Lordship's  obedient  and  much  obliged 
servant,  Robebt  Nabbb. 

"  Mt  Lord,  u<dii«u,  Aagut  le,  i804. 

*'  In  the  last  letter  with  which  yon  favonred  me,  dated 
Feb.  16,  1804,  yon  gave  me  hopes  that  you  would  soon 
gratify  me  wiUi  some  communication  respecting  the  un- 
fortunate Ritson ;  and,  though  I  have  bnt  too  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  increasing  malady  in  your  eyes  has 
anavoidably  delayed  the  execution  of  your  promise,  I 
cannot  prerwl  upon  myself  to  commit  an  account  of  his 
*  Romances'  to  the  press,  withoat  informing  you  that  I 
am  about  to  do  so.  As  the  book  bears  the  date  of  1602, 
I  cannot  well  delay  the  mention  of  it  any  longer,  nor  could 
have  postponed  it  to  this  time,  had  not  the  singular  ca- 
tastzYiphe  which  concluded  the  author's  strange  career 
afforded  a  kind  of  excuse  for  it.  If  there  is  anything  that 
you  particularly  wish  to  have  stud,  and  you  cannot  con- 
Tenientiy  write,  perhaps  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
dictate  to  some  other  person  what  you  desire  to  have 
inserted.  If  such  a  commnnication  should  soon  be  trans- 
mitted to  me  here,  it  would  be  in  very  good  time  for 
insertion. 

"  I  r^retted  that  your  communications  respecting  Lady 
Mary  W.  Montagu  and  Queen  Caroline  came  too  late  to 
be  of  use.  They  were  addressed  to  me  in  ^February  1804, 
and  the  account  of  her  works  had  been  printed  in  the 
'British  Critic'  before  the  close  of  1803.*  I  shall,  how- 
ever, carefully  preserve  yonr  letter,  and  take  some  other 
opportunity  of  vindicating  I^y  Hertford  from  the  impu- 
tation thrown  upon  her  by  Lady  Mary's  editor. 

"  I  shall  continue  at  this  place,  as  usual,  till  towards  the 
end  of  September,  and  it  would  be  a  great  gratification  to 
me,  not  only  to  receive  your  promised  communication, 
but  much  more  to  hear  of  that  amendment  in  your  health 
which  most  be  wished  by  every  friend  to  good  literature, 
and  by  none  more  truly,  or  with  more  reason,  than  by 
your  Lwdahip's  much  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"Robert  Nabes. 

"  P.S.    Mrs.  Nares  is  with  me,  and  desires  to  be  pro- 
•  ScBBritiiliCritiof[uDM).1B03,  p.643. 
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periy  remembered  to  yow  LArdship,  Mrs.  Percy,  and 
your  &mily,  particnlarly  to  Mrs.  Isted,  if  she  should  be 
alill  with  yon. 

Bishop  PsaoT  to  Mr.  Arclide&coii  Nabbb. 

**  DeaB  Sib,  Dromora  Howe,  D«e.  98,  1804. 

"I  should  long  since  have  acknowledged  your  last 
fisTOur,  wherein  you  were  so  good  as  to  offer  to  insert  in 
the  'Brifish  Critic'  for  Octooer  any  corrections  or  addi- 
taons  to  your  account  of  Ritson's  oook  in  that  of  Sep- 
tember, but  that  number  I  received  too  late  to  KviSH 
myself  of  your  obliging  offer.  I  therefore  thought  that 
perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  if  I  submitted  a  few  remaib, 
if  you  approved  of  them,  to  be  subjoined  in  a  note  to 
Tom*  mention  of  Ritson's  book  in  your  generat  preface  or 
introduction  to  the  present  twenty-fourth  volume ;  and,  aa 
that,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  usually  delivered  along  with  the 
'British  Critic'  for  January,  I  hope  these  will  not  come 
too  late,  which  a  great  influx  of  business,  in  the  present 
declining  state  of  my  sight,  has  prevented  me  from  attend- 
ing to  sooner. 

"  I  find  by  Ritson's  malignity  in  suppressing  any  refer- 
ence to  my  'Bssay  on  the  Ancient  Metrical  Romances,' 
that  you  have  supposed  his  quotation  was  taken  from  Mr, 
Ellis ;  but  I  do  not  think  this  of  so  much  consequence  aa 
his  wicked  attempts  to  wound  my  moral  feelings.  On 
this  subject,  what  if  you  were  to  aabjoin  the  following 
note? 

" '  Mr.  lUtson  has  disgraced  his  pages  by  the  most 
illiberal  abuse  of  the  Editor  of  the  "  Reliques,"  &c.  and 
by  vile  insinuations  against  his  venunty ;  yet  these,  I 
think,  every  reader  of  discemment  will  6nd  self-confuted. 
For  when  he  says,  in  his  note  p.  107^  that  Mr.  Steevena 
had  assured  him  that  the  Bishop  of  Dromore's  nephew 
had  never  seen  one  word  of  the  Advertisement  prefixed  to 
the  last  edition,  to  which  his  name  is  subscribed,  he 
must  suppose  the  subscriber  not  to  have  the  curiositT 
of  the  roost  common  or  ilUterate  reader.  This  Msehoo<C 
therefore,  confutes  itself. 

"  '  So  again,  in  page  142,  he  would  excite  suspicion  ft«m 
Mr.  Tyr^itt's  not  having  seen  the  old  MS.  although 
that  is  Ailly  accounted  for  in  the  Advertisement  above 
mentioned.    And  he  farther  adds,  "nor  would  the  late 
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excellent  Geo.  Steevens,  on  the  Bishop's  personal  appli- 
cation, consent  to  sanction  the  authenticity  of  the  printed 
copy,"  »eit.  of  the  Reliqnes,  "  with  his  signature."  Now 
the  reader  may  be  assured  that  while  the  last  edition 
was  preparing,  the  old  MS.  in  question  was  left  for  near 
a  year  with  Mr.  Nichols  the  printer;  and  all  the  original 
Editor's  Mends  and  acquaintance  invited  to  inspect  it. 
Among  these,  Mr.  Steevens,  calling  one  morning,  spent 
an  hour  or  two  in  examining  the  MS.  and  minutely  col- 
lated one  of  those  pieces  extracted  from  it,  whidi  ere 
declared  to  be  printed  verbatim  from  the  ori^al.  With 
the  exactness  of  this  he  professed  himself  so  well  satisfied, 
that  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  appealed  to,  among  those 
of  the  other  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  Adrertisement. 
Now,  from  this  short  inspection  it  was  impossible  that  he 
could  be  desired  to  "  sanction"  "  with  his  signature"  the 
printed  copy  of  the  work  in  general,  as  this  base  and  mali- 
d.ous  detractor  would  insinuate. 

" '  It  is  sufficient  to  mention  these  two  instances  to 
pat  the  reader  on  his  guard  against  the  other  false  insi- 
nuations and  defomatory  assertions  scattered  through 
every  part  of  the  work  above  mentioned,  which,  as  Riteou 
derived  all  he  knew  on  the  subject  originally  from  the 
Bishop,  and  had  never  received  the  least  provocation,  can 
only  be  accounted  for  troia  his  avowed  hatred  of  all  Prieatt 
ma  Prieatcrc^fl,  (for  so  be  styled  religion  and  its  ministers), 
which  be  carried  to  such  a  horrible  excess,  that  he  was 
engaged  in  a  work  to  prove  our  Blessed  Saviour  an  im- 

Eostor,  when  a  dreadful  paroxysm  of  frenzy  put  an  end  to 
is  existence.' 
"You  will  probablv  think  the  above  sufficient  for  your 
present  purpose;  altnough,  indeed,  Ritson's  whole  intro- 
duction, and  many  of  his  notes,  are  filled  with  petty 
cavils,  and  contradictions  without  proof,  of  every  thing  I 
had  advanced  in  my  several  essays,  which,  perhaps,  your 
readers  may  be  desired  to  examine  before  they  assent  to 
his  opinions.*  But  whatever  use  you  make  of  the  above, 
believe  me  to  be,  with  onr  best  wishes  and  compliments 
of  the  season  to  you  and  Mrs.  Nares, 

« Dear  Sir,    , 
"Your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 
"  Tho.  Dbohobb. 
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LETTERS 
of  Mb.  Abohdbaoon  Nabbs  to  variotta  Friendt. 

The  following  letter,  it  is  beliered,  is  by  Mr.  Archdea- 
con Narea  t  at  3l  events,  it  is  reprinted  as  an  interesting 
memorial  of  the  early  talents  of  tne  celebrated  Dr.  Crotdu 
To  the  6bntlbhan*b  Maqazine. 

"  Mb.  UbBAN,  Cunbridge,  June  13,  1789. 

"  As  Dr.  Bumey,  in  lus  last  Tolume  of  *  The  History  of 
Music/  has  professed  to  give  some  account  of  the  present 
state  of  that  science,  and  has  bestowed  many  pages  on 
composers  and  performers  now  living,  why  has  be  omitted 
to  mention  one,  whose  uncommon  telents  justly  entitle 
him  to  a  very  distinguished  place  in  such  a  work?  I  al- 
lude to  William  Crotch.  It  appears  the  more  unaccount- 
able, because  Dr.  Bumey  is  a  patron  and  friend  of  Crotch,* 
was  the  first  who  brought  hia  superior  genius  forth  to 
pubUc  notice,  and,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  has 
pven  a  long  detail  of  his  inftnt  powers.f  But  the  Histo- 
rian of  music  ought  to  have  recorded  the  process  of  those 
early  powers;  he  should  have  informed  the  worid,  that 
he  who,  at  five  years  old,  was  capable  of  all  described  by 
him,  ia  now,  at  fourteen,  a  still  greater  prodigy  of  genius; 
that  he  is  the  composer  of  a  sacred  oratorio,  tlie  perform- 
ance of  which  has  lately  excited  the  astonishment  of  some 
of  the  ablest  judges,^  who  acknowledge  that,  in  the  con- 
trivance of  his  harmonies,  he  has  shown  himself  a  com- 
plete master  of  the  science,  and  has  equalled  the  greatest 
composers  in  solemn  and  sahlime  effect ;  that  as  a  per- 
former on  the  organ,  and  a  conductor,  tiiere  are  few,  if 
any,  who  excel  him,  or  who  seem  so  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  genius  of  that  instrument.  This,  which  is  but  a 
scanty  account  of  what  the  reader  had  a  right  to  expect 
in  a  '  History  of  Music,'  brought  down  to  tiie  year  1789, 
may  perhaps  serve  to  induce  Dr.  Bumey  to  make  some 
enquiry  on  a  subject,  which  he  will  find  much  more  worth 
his  attention  than  when  he  formerly  examined  it;  and,  if 
he  considers  the  omission  as  a  defect  in  his  work,  to  take 
some  means  of  doing  justice  to  neglected  genius. 

"  Yours,  &c.  R.  N." 

*  Thii  entnmt  mnddan  ww  born  *t  Korwidi,  July  S,  ITTS.  An  Moooat 
of  hli  earl;  Mnin*  wu  iIm  pTcn  br  Mr.  Diioei  Btrringlan,  tn  hb  ■•  lb. 
oellanla."  In  I79T  he  mcraeded  Dr.  Hijei  u  Prohnor  of  Hniio  in  tl« 
UniTenity  of  Oiford,  mi  itill  ocenpiet  tbtt  utD&tiou  (1S47}. 

t  Copied  into  the  Gent.  Mag.  1779.  p.  589. 

f  >■  ItwuperibnaedlnTitnitrHaUiCambridgeiODtliaKiOK'ibtrtUar." 
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"  P.S.  The  above  obserrationa  woold  bare  been  less 
necessary,  had  Dr.  Burney's  History  been  less  excellent ; 
but  such  an  omission  becomes  real  injaatice  in  a  work 
which  remote  posterity  will  consult  for  infonnatioo." 

To  TBB  Rev.  Dr.  Parb. 

**  Dear  Sir,  Junn-itnat,  Wntnlmtar,  April  1«,  17»4. 

'*  I  am  much  concerned  at  the  omissions  you  com- 
plain of,  which  were  occasioned  doubtless  by  the  extrenne 
nnnry  in  which  we  always  are  unavoidably  during  the  last 
ten  days  of  a  month;  for  our  intention  most  clearly  is, 
to  insert  whatever  you  wish  to  have  inserted.  On  look- 
ing back  I  find  nothing  about  Wakefield's  accents,  except 
at  p.  138  of  our  February  Review,  the  general  assertion 
that  he  omits  them,  but  so  worded  aa  by  no  means  to 
make  it  necessary  to  specify,  that  he  in  one  instance  em- 
ploys them ;  Were  not  that  one  instance  the  very  case  of 
the  observations  on  Horace.  Whatever  amends  we  can 
make  by  subsequent  remark  or  correction  shall  readily  be 
done.  Care  shall  certunly  be  taken  to  insert  the  note 
upoD  Mr.  Gaches's  observation  on  Jerome ;  and  the 
second  proof  shall  undoubtedly  be  sent  in  every  instance 
wherein  we  shall  be  favoured  with  your  remarks. 

"  Bryant  will  doubtless  be  highly  pleased  by  the  notice 
iaken  of  his  anonymous  tract  on  Justin'Martyr. 

"  We  now  begin  to  look  forward  to  your  remarks  on 
Wakefield,  which  shall  have  a  place  as  early  as  possible, 
and  as  dislingaisbed,  whenever  it  may  suit  you  to  furnish 
as  with  them.  The  credit  of  the  Church  for  learning 
cannot  be  in  better  bands  than  in  yours ;  and  the  credit 
of  the  British  Critic,  in  that  respect,  has  already  risen  very 
high  under  your  auspices.  As  to  dogmas,  my  incUnation, 
aa  well  as  our  original  declarations  as  Reviewers,  keeps 
me  strictiy  to  the  line  of  orthodoxy ;  wherein,  if  you 
will  not  always  fight  with  us,  you  will  not^  I  am  persuaded, 
fight  against  us. 

"  I  rejoice,  as  well  as  Beloe,  that  you  begin  to  think  of 
putting  some  of  your  Sermons  together;  and  we  also 
rejoice  that  you  so  kindly  accept  our  little  tribute  of  the 
Variorum  Edition. 

"  I  BO),  dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours,  with  much  respect, 
"  R.  Narks.''* 

*  P«rr*«  Worki,  tIH.  406. 
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To  John  Nichols,  EWq. 

"  My  DSAR  SiBj  Brit.  Hui.  JuM  14,  ie05. 

"  Pray  let  the  inclosed  appear  in  your  next  blue  cover,* 
where  it  may  be  seen,  and  I  will  be  accountable.  I  am 
vexed  when  I  recollect  that  it  baa  been  so  long  omitted. 
I  have  carefally  preserved  the  sheet  of  Shaw's  Stafford- 
shire which  you  lent,  but  cannot  at  this  moment  lay  my 
hand  on  it  Yours  truly, 

"  R.  Nasbs. 
"  Accept  my  congratulations  on  yoor  son's  DMirisge." 

To  Ret.  Richabd  Polwhblb. 
"  Ret.  and  dbab  Sir,  Re*aDK,  Ju.  s6,  isio. 

-  "  Tour  account  of  our  good  friend  Whiti^er's  St.  Neot, 
stands  at  the  very  head  of  the  month  and  volume,  a  con- 
spicuous  sitnation,  worthy  of  the  subject  and  of  the  writer; 
for  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  how  much  I  am  pleased 
by  the  memoirs  of  our  friend  with  which  you  have  closed 
the  article.  They  are  just,  religious,  and  impressive.  I 
could  not  bring  myself  to  print  his  letter  on  Calvinistic 
Decrees;  it  is  strong  like  himself,  but  (as  you  say), 
bordering  in  one  passage  upon  blasphemy ;  and  even  if 
tiiat  were  left  out,  the  kind  of  argument  (if  it  can  be  called 
one)  is  what  the  Socinians  may  with  equal  force  employ. 
In  short,  it  goes  to  deny  that  God  can  reveal  any  thing 
which  contradicts  what  we  please  to  assume  as  his  prior 
intimations ;  an  assumption  very  dangerous  and  contra- 
dictory to  much  undoubted  truth.  I  will,  however,  with 
your  leave,  keep  the  letter  and  consider  it  farther.  I  also 
shortened  the  article,  which  was  full  long,  by  omitting  the 
letters  quoted  from  Stockdale's  Preface,  and  only  men- 
tioning the  substance  of  them. 

"  You  will  have  seen  that  the  critique  on  Warner  is 
printed.  That  on  Drew  is  only  withheld  on  account  of 
other  things,  which  seemed  more  immediately  to  press. 
Mr.  Warner,  I  well  know,  is  not  unworthy  of  a  Uttle  cas- 
tigation ;  and  he  '  heartily  loveth  not  us,' 

"  I  am  going  on  Monday  29tii  to  set  out  for  Lichfield, 
for  two  months  of  residence ;  but  any  thing  will  eqoallf 
be  forwarded  to  me  through  my  friends  the  lUvingtons. 
I  remain,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  R.  Narbb." 

*  AdvatiMinait  of  WirbmioDnn  Iicclvrei  t  bj  ArchdBtcaB  Num. 
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«  HAPPINESS. 

A  Fablb. 

Si/  tie  Sev.  Archdeacon  Narea. 

"  One  day  a  bright  and  blooming  Maid, 
In  all  celestial  charms  airay'd. 
With  perfect  form,  enchanting  smiley 
Call'd  at  a  poor  Man's  house  awhile. 
The  bouse  that  hour,  to  his  surprise. 
Became  a  palace  in  his  eyes. 
He  woo'd  her  much  to  be  his  own ; 
She  smit'd,  but  was  not  to  he  won : 
'  For  I  have  many  friends  to  view 
Each  day,'  she  said, '  as  well  as  you,* 
Yet,  so  indulgent  was  her  care. 
She  seem'd  to  be  for  ever  there  i 
She  call'd  at  mom,  she  call'd  at  night. 
And  all  immediately  went  right, 
No  pain,  no  sorrow  durst  invade 
The  house  where  she  her  visit  pud  i 
'Twas  rapture  all ;  the  rising  sun 
Smil'd  in  the  course  of  joy  began : 
The  conscious  stars,  with  light  serene. 
Beheld  the  same  continued  scene. 
Some  months  of  the  sweet  dream  had  past. 
The  poor  man  saw  his  friend  at  last, 
With  wings  he  never  spied  before, 
Approach,  but  enter  not  his  door ; 
She  spread  her  wings,  prepaid  to  fly, — 
'  My  friend,'  she  cried,  and  seem'd  to  sigh, 
'  Ameu !  I  grieve  to  check  your  mirth. 
But  we  must  meet  no  more  on  earth.' 
Bent  to  the  heavenly  vision  low. 
In  vain  he  wept  and  told  his  woe : 
'  A  Power,'  she  said, '  I  must  obey, 
Commands  my  flight,  forbids  my  stay ; 
But  lest,  with  unavailing  pain. 
Ton  tinl  to  find  me  oat  again, 
What  yet  you  have  not  heard,  I  tell 
Both  who  I  am  and  where  I  dwell.' 
'  Ah  ! '  cried  the  Swain, '  too  well  I  gueas ; 
Your  name,  bright  Maid,  is  Happinksb  !  * 
She  smil'd  assent.    *  Then  know  my  plan : 
I  make  no  fix'd  abode  with  man ; 

2  r2 
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Invited  and  ador'd  by  all. 
On  some  like  you  I  briefly  call. 
But,  if  you  would  not  have  me  roam, 
lis  yon  must  seek  my  native  home- 
To  mortals  lent,  but  never  given, 
I  visit  here—  I  dwell  in  Hbavbn.'  "* 
Nov.  1810. 

To  the  Gbntleman'b  Maqazine. 
"  Mr.  Urban,  Jnly  3,  leii. 

"  The  inventors  of  valuable  improvements  are  generally 
thought  worthy  of  celebration,  and  tlieir  names  are  some- 
times sought  with  eagerness,  for  the  sake  of  doing  justice 
to  their  merits.  To  such  distinction  few  inventors  seem 
more  amply  entitled  than  the  person  to  whom  we  owe 
the  Steam  Engine;  a  contrivance  which,  assisted  by 
modern  improvements,  is  now  performing  what  a  century 
ago  would  have  seemed  miraculous  or  impossible.  Yet  it 
appears  that  he  has  been  hitherto  entirely  unknown  to  the 
world  at  large.  In  1699,  a  Captain  Savery  obtained  a  patent 
for  this  invention ;  and  he  has  consequently  occupied  all 
the  honour  of  the  discovery.  But  in  that  noble  assem- 
blage of  MSS.  the  Harleian  Collection,  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  the  strongest  testimony  appears  that  the  real 
inventor  was  Samuel  Morland,  who  was  Master  of  the 
Works  to  Charles  II.  and  who,  I  fancy,  was  knighted ;  for 
in  the  MS.  he  is  called  Sir  Samuel,  and  '  Le  Chevalier.' 
That  the  first  hint  of  the  kind  was  thrown  out  by  the 
Marquis  of  Worcester,  in  his  '  Century  of  Inventions,'  is 
allowed ;  but  obscurely,  like  the  rest  of  his  hinta.  But 
Murland  wrote  a  book  upon  the  subject;  in  which  he  not 
only  showed  the  practicability  of  the  plan,  but  went  so 
far  as  to  calculate  the  power  of  different  cvlinders.  This 
book  is  now  extant  in  manuscript,  in  the  above  collection. 
It  was  presented  to  the  French  King  in  16S3,  at  which 
time  experiments  were  actually  shown  at  St.  Germains. 
The  author' dates  his  invention  in  1682;  consequently 
seventeen  years  prior  to  Savery's  patent.  As  Morland 
held  places  under  Charles  II.  we  must  naturally  conclade 
that  he  would  not  have  gone  over  to  France  to  offer  his 
invention  to  Louis  XIV.  had  he  not  found  it  slighted  at 
home.  It  seems  to  have  remained  obscure  in  both  coun- 
tries, till  1699,  when  Savery,  who  probably  knew  more  c^ 
*  OenC.  Mag.  1810,  IL  p.  461. 
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Morland's  inventioii  tlmn'  he  owned,  obtained  a  patent; 
and  in  the  very  same  year,  M.  Amontona  proposed  some- 
thing siniUar  to  the  French  Academy,  I  believe  as  bis  ovn. 
"  The  description  of  the  manoscript,  in  which  Morland 
explains  bis  invention,  will  be  foand  in  the  improved 
Harleian  Catalo^e,  vol.  III.  No.  5771i  ^^d  it  is  also 

Eointed  out  in  the  Preface  to  that  volume,  sect.  xxii. ;  but 
itberto  seems  to  have  been  as  little  noticed  as  Morland 
himself.  But  if  he  was  the  real  inventor,  as  these  cir- 
cumstances seem  to  render  almost  certun,  it  is  highly 
proper  that  hia.name  should  in  future  be  recorded,  with 
all  the  honour  which  an  invention  of  such  uti&ty  demands. 
"  I  shall  just. add,  respecting  the  .same  Catalogue,  that 
the  Biblical  Gollections  in  No.  7^22,  were  made  by  Patri- 
<nu8  Junius,  that  is,  Patrick  Toung,  who,  as  King's  Li- 
brarian, had  the  care  of  the  Alexandrian  MS.  and  bad 
thoughts  of  publishing  it.  This  is  nearly  proved  by 
Woide,  in  his  preface  to  his  edition  of  the  N.  T.  sect.  16, 
but  was  not  recollected  when  that  article  was  written. 
"  Tours,  &c.  R.  N£abb«.]" 

To  John  Nichols,  Esq. 
**  My  dear  Sir,  liohfieU,  Sept.  I8I1. 

**  If  it  should  suit  yonr  purpose  to  reprint  this  *  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  it  will  probably  be  of  some 
use  to  us,  and  to  the  cause  of  regular  Reviews  in  general. 
"  If  you  like  to  print  the  inclosed  parody  it  is  at  your 
service,  but  print  it  without  a  name. 

"  From  yours  faithfiilly,  R.  Nabks." 

"  Parody  on  a  Song  in  '  The  Cianp' 
"  EnHstiaff  a  Critie/or  the  Edinbwffh  Beview, 
**  Jef.     You  little  Reviewer,  come  list  with  me ; 

But  first,  prithee,  answer  me  questions  three. 

R.     I  long,  master  / y,t  to  Hat  with  you. 

For  I'm  hungry,  and  wish  to  have  something  to  do. 
J.     I^st,  can  you  nul  well  ? 

R.     Neatly,  neatly. 
J.     Flourish  in  sentiments  ? 
R.     Sweetly,  sweetly. 

-    *  An  Addren  on  RcTiewt,  turn  tha  ?ntvx  to  BriUib  Critic,  priat»d  in 
Gent.  Wf.  I.XXXI.  U.  313. 
f  J«ffrey. 
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J.     Cut  up  an  Author  well } 
R.     O,  completely. 
J.    The  aoawen  are  honest;,  Dold,  and  free. 

Go  on,  and  in  time  you  a  S— d — y  *  will  be. 
J.     When  Authon  are  anny,  and  dare  you  to  fi^t, 

Will  you  go  to  the  field,  tho'  you  feel  in  a  fnght? 
R.     I  can  go.  Sir,  like  you,  tho'  I  d  much  rather  not  j 
And  won'd  diae  with  three  lords  ere  I'd  fight  with 
one  Soott. 
J.    Next,  can  you  lie  well } 

R.     Roundly,  Roundly. 
J.    Scout  Universities  ? 

R.     Soundly,  soundly. 
J.     Prate  when  you  're  ignorant  i 
R.     O,  profoundly. 
J.    Tlie  answers  are  honest,  bold,  and  fair. 

Come  dip  in  this  gall,  end  a  Critick  you  are." 

To  Ret.  Riohabd  PoLWHni.B. 

"  Dear  Sib,  Readii«,  Hueb  13,  ISI9L 

**  It  was  my  wish  that  what  I  said  to  our  friend  H. 
Bulye  should  produce  me  the  &TOur  of  a  letter  from  yoo, 
as  I  thought  it  long  since  I  had  heard,  and  feared  that 
continued  illness  might  be  the  cause. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  retire  from  the  conduct  of  the  Britiah 
Critic,  for  no  other  reason  but  because  I  have  been  busy 
at  it  for  nineteen  years,  and  really  b^n  to  be  tiied  of  the 
fetigue  and  responsibility  of  it.  I  cannot,  however,  afford 
to  give  away  a  property  of  so  much  value,  and  am  there- 
fore in  treaty  with  some  genUemen  who  wish  to  embark 
in  such  a  coocem,  to  dispose  of  my  share  to  them.  They 
are  staunch  and  sound  Mends  to  the  Church,  as  well  as 
able  men ;  otherwise  I  would  not  treat  with  diem  at  alL 

"  Should  this  negotiation  come  to  a  favourable  con- 
clusion, or  should  any  kind  of  amoigement  be  made,  yoa 
shall  have  early  notice  of  it;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
recommend  you  as  an  able  coadjutor  to  any  peraona  who 
may  take  up  the  task  of  managing  the  concern. 

"  The  novel  of  '  Thinks  I  to  Myself,"  is  very  erro- 
neously attributed  to  me :  there  is  much  more  proba- 
biUty  of  its  being  rightly  ascribed  to  my  very  excellent 
kinsman  and  friend,  the  Rev.  Edward  Nares,t  of  Bidden- 

*  Syiatj  Smith.  t  See  hereafter,  p.  630. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


MARBS  CORRBSPONDENCB.  61 S 

den  in  Kent,  though  I  am  not  antliorised  to  say  it  ia 
actually  hia,  I  quite  think  with  you  respecting  the  merits 
of  it ;  and  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  it  has,  in  any  in> 
Btance,  bad  so  happy  on  effect  My  cousin  has  published 
Bampton  Lectures  (truly  excellent),  a  valuBijle  tract 
entitled  <»  Qeoi  tit  Memrqi,  and  remarks  on  the  Unitarian 
Version  of  the  New  Testament,  all  of  singular  merit  and 
ntility.  The  novel,  therefore,  if  his,  is  a  great  deviation 
firom  bis  usual  style.  He  was  formerly  of  Merton,  and 
married  Lady  Charlotte  Spencer,  a  dat^hter  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  set  you  to  work  again,  and  will  let 
'ou  hear  jrom  me  when  any  thing  more  shall  be  decided: 
remain,  dear  Sir,  with  regard  and  respect,  youra, 

"  R.  Narbb." 


r 


To  John  Nichols,  Esq. 

"  My  dear  Sin,  ReidiD>,  Vm.  IS,  1S12. 

"  The  inclosed  is  the  preface  which  I  nave  put  to  i& 
posthumous  volume  of  Lectures  by  my  friend  Dr.  Purdy. 
The  book  is  not  yet  published;  except  to  the  subscribers, 
and,  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  will  be  copies  enough 
for  them,  perhaps  it  will  not  be.  But,  if  you  like  to  print 
the  pre&ce  as  part  of  your  biographical  matter  in  the 
Magazine,  it  will  be  best  to  leave  out  and  to  alter  the 
parts  which  I  have  marked.  I  dare  say  I  can  let  you 
have  s  book  if  you  wish  it,     I  hope  this  will  find  you  well. 

"  Tours  very  truly,  &c. 

"  R.  Narbs." 

Memoir  of  Rev.  Dr.  Pdbdt,  by  Rev.  Archdeacon  Nabbs. 

"  Dr.  Pardy,  though  gifted  with  good  natural  talents, 
asaisted  by  a  competent  share  of  such  learning  as  his 
profession  required,  did  not,  'till  late  in  life,  appear  as  an 
author.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  be  did  not ;  for,  though 
the  profits  of  authorship  are  very  seldom  sufficient  to 
produce  SLffluence,  yet  the  frequent  recurrence  even  of 
Bmall  emoluments,  obtained  by  literary  exertions,  might 
have  prevented  or  moderated  those  embarrassments  which 
arose  &om  an  income  disproportioned  to  the  expenses  of 
a  fomily ;  and  which,  though  borne  with  fortitude,  could 
not  but  be  deeply  felt.  When,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
writer  of  this  account,  he  undertook  the  office  of  a  trans- 


,..d:,i.  Google 


616         ILLUSTBATIONS  OF  LITERATURE. 

Utor,  and  gare  to  the  English  public  the  notes  of  thb 
learned  Seignenz  de  Correvon  of  Lausanne,  on  the  justly 
popular  Essay  of  their  favourite  Addison,  with  a  new 
edition  of  the  Essay  '  On  the  Evidences  of  the  Cbristian 
Religion,*  *  be  acquitted  himself  with  credit,  and  produced 
a  book  which  must  always  deserve  an  honourable  place  in 
the  collections  of  British  divines.  From  the  period  of 
this  publication,  Dr.  Purdy  continued  to  derive  some  ■>- 
■istance  from  hia  labours  for  the  press.  His  aid  was 
gladly  songht  in  such  hteraiy  tasks  as  required  attention 
and  accuracy ;  and  he  was  happy  to  he  so  employed,  being 
thus  enabled,  by  personal  esertion,  to  add  something  to 
tiie  comforts  of  his  family.  This  prospect,  pleasing  in 
itself,  would  probably  have  continued  brightening,  had  not 
some  unforeseen  failure  of  his  constitution  produced  the 
melancholy  event  which  will  be  related  in  its  proper  place, 
and  occasioned  the  necessity  of  the  measure  now  at  length 
completed.t  In  the  life  of  Dr.  Purdy,  there  is  not  much 
for  biography  to  record ;  but,  as  this  short  account  will 
probably  be  the  only  monument  ruaed  to  his  memory, 
except  the  work  which  it  accompanies,  and  his  former 
publication,  it  seems  a  duty  here  to  collect  the  few  parti- 
culars which  such  a  memonal  may  be  expected  to  contain. 
Dr.  Richard  Purdy  was  born  at  Greenwich,  Feb.  27, 
1753,  and  received  the  earlier  part  of  his  education  at  Mr. 
Bracken's  school  in  that  place,  where  he  had  the  advan- 
tage of  being  for  some  time  the  private  and  favoured  puinl 
of  the  afterwards  eminent  Paley.  His  destination  for  tne 
church  was  the  result  of  his  own  earnest  wish ;  and,  in 
pursuance  of  that  design,  he  was  sent  to  Queen's  Collie, 
Oxford,  in  1 768.  At  Uie  University,  if  not  deeply  stu- 
dious, he  was  by  no  means  an  idler,  and  proceeded  in  his 
exercises  without  difficulty.  His  degrees  appear  to  have 
been  conferred  nearly  at  the  r^alar  times :  when  he  took 
hia  degree  of  A.B.  does  not  appear,  hut  he  proceeded 
M.A.  Nov.  14,  I78I ;  B.D.  Dec.  7,  1 782 ;  D.D.  July  10, 
1300.  His  master's  degree  was  probably  delayed  by  ab- 
sence, as  he  was  admitted  into  orders  at  the  canonical  azej 
soon  after  which  he  quitted  the  society  of  his  college  tot 

■  •  "  Pabliihed  io  180T,  nMl  thli  title,  '  Tbe  STidMiecs  of  the  Chrictin 
Religion,  br  the  IUghtH<Hio<ira]>UJowph  AddiMm.  WithtbeNato  ofth* 
leatBed  Qkbriel  Saigiwai  da  Coirsion,  ConoieUoT  of  tAuaiuie.  &c.  bd* 
fint  trwuUted  into  Engliih,  bj  the  Rsr.  Riclwrd  Fsrd;,  D.D.  of  OMsn'* 
CoUegf^  Oiford,  Vicar  of  CricliUde,  WUU,'  &c." 
-f-  •<  Hli  '  LMtnrei  on  the  Cateclkiim,  Liturgr,'  Sic" 
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tbe  curacy  of  Wadhnnt  in  Sussex.  Wfaaterer  might  be 
the  BQcceas  of  his  atadies  at  the  University,  his  friend- 
ships were  still  more  memorable.  They  were  numerous, 
sincere,  and  lasting.  They  were  even  more  lasting  than 
his  life ;  since  they  continued  to  produce  an  active  exer- 
tion for  his  family,  when  he  was  talcen  from  them. 

"  A  short  account  of  these  friends  would  be  honourable 
to  him  and  to  them ;  but,  as  tbe  greater  part  still  surrive, 
it  cannot  in  delicacy  be  undertalieD.  One  of  them,  how- 
ever, and  one  of  the  most  active  and  affectionate,  among 
many  who  are  excellent,  is  now  no  more,  and  is  too  re* 
markable  to  be  passed  by  in  silence.  This  friend  was  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Butlbb,  afterwards  rector  of  Ockford 
flts-paine,  near  Blandford,  Dorset,  at  which  place  he  re- 
sided till  his  death.* 

"  The  curacy  of  Wadhurst,  which  Mr.  Purdy  first  ob- 
tained, he  soon  after  exchanged  for  that  of  Gillmghain  in 
Dorsetshire,  for  the  sake  of  oeing  near  his  friend  Butler, 
and  at  his  express  desire.  But  in  process  of  time,  and 
from  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hume,  now  dean  of  Deny, 
under  whom  this  curacy  had  been  held,  he  obtained  a 
more  independent  preferment,  the  hving  of  Broad  Hin- 
ton,  in  Wiltshire.  This  living  be  afterwards  exchanged 
with  Mr.  Home,  canon  of  Sahshury,  for  the  vicarage  of 
St.  Sampson  in  Cricklade,  under  die  patronage  of  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Salisbury.  He  had  also  the  rectory 
of  Ashley  in  Wilts,  through  the  interest  of  Mr.  £stcourt, 
M.P.  for  Cricklade ;  and  was  chaplain  to  the  late  earl  of 
Strafford, 

"  In  the  year  1788  Dr.  Furdy  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  Matthew  Spencer,  Esq.  of  Horsington,  in  the  coonty  of 
Somerset,  and  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Freke,  Esq.  of  Hinton,  Dorset;  a  family  of  high  antiquity 
and  consideration  in  that  county.  This  match,  dictated 
on  both  sides  by  strong  attachment,  rather  than  by 
worldly  prudence,  was  productive,  as  such  marriages 
nsually  are,  of  mixed  effects :  of  the  highest  happiness,  if 
tbe  mntnal  affection  of  the  parties,  to  the  very  end  of  his 
life,  be  alone  considered ;  of  suffering,  merely  when  mis- 
fortunes intervened ;  under  which,  if  grief  be  sometimes 

*  Sea  HMMin  of  Hr.  Butler,  with  Mr.  Nare«'idianctarorhim,in  Lite- 
nij  AiuedotM,  Vlll.  185—7 ;  ud  |c>r  Mr.  Hndleiton,  uioUier  friend  of 
Mr.  Pnn^,  in  Ike  hum  nlame,  p.  IM,  note. 
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alleviated  by  sympathy,  it  is  also  very  ft«quently  ang- 
mented,  in  a  thousand  ways,  by  mutual  solidtude. 

"  The  offspring  of  this  marriage  was  only  one  son,  now 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Maiines. 

"  When  Dr.  Purdy  turned  his  mind  to  literary  employ- 
ment, be  produced  the  work  on  Addison,  which  has 
already  been  mentioned  with  due  commendation.  A  new 
resource  seemed  now  to  be  opened  to  him.  Having  first 
composed  the  very  useful  index  to  that  work,  it  was  sog- 
sested  to  him  that  constant  employment  might  be  had  in 
that  way,  from  publishers  who  were  always  in  want  t^ 
auch  assistance.  He  tried  his  hand  successfully,  in  aid 
of  a  particular  friend  ;  and,  being  very  willing  to  proceed 
in  the  same  line,  was  engaged,  under  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Records,  to  compile  the  very  elaborate  index 
which  was  projected  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Cata!<^ue 
of  the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.*  But  a 
melancholy  and  unexpected  interruption  of  his  laboun 
was  now  impending.  In  the  beginnmg  of  the  year  1808^ 
he  was  suddenly  seised  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  which  de- 
prived him  of  tiie  use  of  one  side ;  and  from  that  time  he 
languisbed,  with  some  but  no  effectual  progress  towards 
recove^,  till  the  middle  of  October  in  the  same  year  (sec 
Gent.  Mag.  vol.  LXXVIII.  p.  1041) ;  when  the  solemn 
change  took  place  which  put  a  final  period  to  the  joys, 
the  sorrows,  the  labours,  and  the  trials  of  this  world. 

"  To  expatiate  on  the  character  of  Dr.  Purdy,  would 
be  to  deUneate  all  that  is  amiable  in  the  nearest  con- 
nexions of  life.  Of  his  talents,  some,  though  inadequate 
memorials,  are  now  before  the  public ;  and  his  attention 
to  the  instructions  of  his  parish  b  proved,  in  part,  by  the 
volume  of  his  Lectures.  Other  testimonies  might  be 
added  to  his  various  merits,  but  all  that  could  be  said 
would  hardly  satisfy  his  friends,  while  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  it  would  proportion  ably  interest  the  public.  It 
is  necessary  therefore  to  desist." 

To  Rbv.  Richard  Polwhbli. 

"  DbAB  Sib,  Baadinf,  Nov.  10, 1SI3. 

*'  When  an  author  takes  up  a  subject  which  has  been 

treated  much  at  laige  by  several    others,  the  public 

naturally  expects,  in  a  review,  some  account  of  the  reasons 

*  Snoe  eMonted  by  tlw  B«.  TbooiM  Butmll  Bmm. 
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which  that  author  as^gna  for  going  over  the  same  grounds 
8gMO,  and  some  comparatiTe  consideration  whether  be 
has  equalled,  surpassed,  or  fallen  short  of  hia  predeees- 
sora.  This  is  exactly  the  situatjon  in  which  Gait's  Life 
of  Wolsey  stands ;  the  Cardinal's  life  having  been  written 
in  foHo  by  Dr.  Fiddes,  in  four  Tolomea  octavo  by  Mr. 
Grove,  in  a  smaller  compass  hy  his  own  gentleman-usher 
Cavendish,  which  life  is  reprinted  by  Wordsworth  in  his 
£cclesiastdcal  Biography,  besides  several  others  on  dif- 
ferent scales. 

"  Ab  1  have  not  Gait's  book,  I  do  not  Icdow  what 
reason  he  himself  gives  for  the  undertaking,  still  less  can 
I  compare  his  work  with  those  that  have  preceded  it ;  yet, 
without  some  intimation  of  the  kind,  it  seems  very  un- 
creditable  to  send  it  into  the  world.  If  you  can  supply 
any  matter  of  this  kind,  I  will  prefix  it  to  what  you  have 
sent  I  have  already  mentioned  you  to  my  successors, 
and  will  do  so  again ;  but  perhaps  the  most  effectual  way 
of  recommending  you  will  be,  the  leaving  of  what  you 
have  written  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  Life,  for  their  use ; 
the  other  I  will  insert  as  soon  as  you  have  supphed  the 
allied  deficiency.  I  remun,  dear  Sir,  very  foithfuUy 
yours,  &C.  B.  Nabbs." 

To  JoBN  Nichols,  Esq. 

"  Dbab  Sib,  Rciding,  Elec  30,  1B13. 

**  The  very  curious  paper  herewith  inclosed  is  written 
by  a  very  able  man,  a  fhend  of  mine ;  and  is  not  only 
curious,  but  also  very  important,  as  to  the  draught  of  car- 
riages.* 

"  I  h<H>e  you  will  be  able  to  rive  it  an  early  place  Id 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  with  a  proper  diagram  cut  in 
wood,  or  otherwise  as  you  think  best.  I  am  sure  it  will 
interest  many  of  your  readers ;  particularly  those  who 
have  any  taste  for  mechanics. 

"  Many  happy  new  years,  to  you  and  yours,  wishes 
yonr  sincere  friend  and  servant,  B.  Nabbs." 

"  Mb.  UbbAN,  Feb.  1,  181*. 

''As  Mr.  Feina^,  and  his  Art  of  Memory,  have  made 

some  stir  both  in  France  and  England,  it  may  perhaps  be 

curious  to  some  of  your  readers  to  be  informed,  that  the 

general  principles  of  the  method  pursued  by  that  teacher 

*  See  *  papei  by  Ute  Ber.  W,  Hilton  in  Geot.  H*g.  Jan.  1814,  p.  38. 
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ta«  as  old  as  the  time  of  Cicero.  In  the  Rhetorics,  ad- 
dressed to  Herennius,  and  always  printed  with  the  works 
of  Cicero,  and  according  to  the  best  conjecture  written  by 
Aniomaa  Gmpko,  a  rhetorician  whose  lectures  Cicero  him- 
self attended,  we  find  an  account  of  a  system  of  maemoniet 
in  substance  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Feinagle.  I  quote 
bis  words,  and  then  subjoin  a  translation. 

"'Nunc  de  artificiosa  memoria  loquemur.  Constat  igitnr 
artificiosa  memoria  et  locia  et  imaginibua.  Locoa  appella- 
mus  cos  qui  breviter,  perfect^,  insignitS,  aot  natimi,  ant 
manu  sunt  absoluti,  nt  eos  facile  naturali  memoria  com- 
prehendere  et  amplecti  queamus,  ut  ledes,  intercolummam, 
angulum,  fomicem,  et  alia  que  his  similia  sunt.  Imagmet 
sunt  formie  queedam,  et  notte,  et  simulacra  ejus  rei,  quam 
meminisse  Tolumus:  quod  genus — equi,  leones,  aquiUe; 
quorum  memoriam  si  volemus  habere,  imagines  eorom 
certis  in  locis  collocare  nos  opportebit,'     B.  III.  c.  16. 

"  This  introductory  passage  may  thus  be  rendered : 

"'We  will  now  speaV  of  artificial  memory.  It  consists 
entirely  of  places  and  imaget.  We  call  those  places  which, 
either  by  nature  or  art,  are  briefly,  perfectly,  and  strik- 
ingly determined,  so  that  we  can  easily  understand  and 
connect  them;  as  a  hemae,  a  apace  between  coiumna,  m 
angle,  an  arch,  and  other  things  similar  to  these.  Imaget 
are  certun  forms,  notes,  and  images  of  that  thing  which 
we  wish  to  remember,  as  horses,  lions,  eagles,  which,  if  we 
wish  to  retain  in  memory,  we  must  place  their  images  or 
signs  in  certain  places .* 

"  This  is  exactly  the  system  of  M.  Von  Fesnagle,  who 
divides  a  room  into  certmn  imaginary  spaces,  and  fills  it 
with  objects  calculated  to  recall  to  mind  the  things  which 
he  wishes  to  remember. 

"  The  Latin  author  proceeds  to  compare  the  placet  to 
paper,  or  other  matter  on  which  we  write ;  the  imagea  to 
the  letters ;  the  disposition  and  placing  of  the  images  to 
the  writing ;  the  protamciation  (by  which  I  suppose  he 
means  the  mode  of  reciting  the  symbols  by  name)  to  read- 
ing. We  must  therefore,  he  says,  have  many  places,  for 
arranging  many  images:  and  these  places  must  be  ar- 
ranged m  order,  that  we  may  not  be  impeded  by  sny 
change  in  the  arrangement,  but  may  be  able  to  point  oat 
the  images  required,  whether  we  b^n  from  the  top,  the 
bottom,  or  the  middle.  This  he  illnstrates  by  a  very  apt 
comparison : 
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" '  Nam  ut  si  in  orcUne  stantes  notos  complures  videri- 
mus,  nihil  nostra  intersit  utrum  a  summo,  an  ab  imo,  an  a 
medio  nomina  eorum  dicere  incipiamua ;  item  in  locis  ex 
ordine  collocatis  eveoiet,  ut  in  quamlibet  partem,  qnoto- 
quoque  loco  libebit,  imaginibus  commoniti  dicere  possimus 
M  quod  locis  mandaverimuB.' 

" '  For  as,  if  we  see  a  number  of  persons  whom  we 
know  standing  in  order  together,  it  makes  no  difference  to 
Q8  whether  we  begin  to  teU  their  names  fromt^e  first,  the 
last,  or  the  middle ;  so,  having  arranged  our  places,  we 
can,  by  the  suggestion  of  the  images,  tell,  in  any  order  we 
please,  the  things  which  we  have  assigned  to  the  places.' 
.  "  He  proceeds : 

"Qnare  placet  et  ex  ordine  locos  comparare,  et  locos 
qaos  sumBerimua  egregi^  commeditari  oportebit,  ut  per- 
petuo  nobis  hierere  possint.' 

" '  Wherefore  we  must  provide  places  arranged  in  order, 
and  diligently  reflect  upon  the  places  which  we  have  pro- 
vided, that  Uiey  may  be  fixed  indelibly  in  our  minds,' 
-  "  It  is  plun  from  this  spedmen  that  the  systems  are 
fondamentally  the  same.  But  perhaps,  if  you  approve  of 
this  specimen,  I  may  be  able  to  send  you  some  other  time 
a  furrier  proof  that  here  also,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
tkere  ia  nothing  new  under  the  ran.       "  Mnsmonious." 

"  Deak  Sir,  BbuHds,  Mirch  17, 1814. 

"  I  re-commit  to  your  hands  the  very  learned  and  im- 
portant conclnnon  of  the  critique  on  Baily  on  Annuities,* 
which  the  author  consents  to  present  to  you.  I  have 
written  a  short  head  to  introdnce  it  in  your  pages,  and 
you  may  be  assured,  I  think,  that  it  is  a  paper  of  no  mean 
consequence.  The  errors  of  tbe  authors  criticised  me 
such,  that  if  the  public  take  for  wanted  that  he  is  right, 
they  must  suppose  tbemBelvea  cheated  by  the  Annuity 
Offices ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  offices  were  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  principles,  they  must  all  in  a  short  time  be 
mined. 

"  As  it  is  very  important  that  it  should  be  correctly 
printed,  if  you  can,  send  the  proofs  to  the  author, '  the 
Rev.  John  Hellina,  Potterspury,  near  Stony  Stratford.' 
Tfaey  may,  perhaps,  be  best  sent  by  coach,  and  he  will 
pay  the  expense. 

•  iDKrted  Id  Gent.  Mig.  March  1814,  p.  261. 
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-   "  I  thank  you  for  giving  so  conspicaous  a  pkce  to  my 
Hiicmonic8l  communic&tioo. 
"  Tours,  yery  ftdtbfaUy,  &,  Nabss." 

"  Dbar  Sib,  LiddMd,  Uij  23,  isu. 

"  I  send  you  now  another  article  uader  the  aiuue  cir- 
cumstancea  as  I  sent  that  on  Buly's  book  upon  Annui- 
ties ;  because  the  editors  of  the  New  Series  of  the  British 
Critic  do  not  choose  to  insert  any  artide  that  refers  to  the 
former  series.  The  author  of  the  artdcle,  Bishop  Gleig,* 
has  written  a  letter  to  introduce  it.  He  desires  me  to 
ask  if  you  would  like  a  review  of  Bishop  Horsley's 
Chaises,  by  him ;  if  so  he  will  order  it  to  be  sent  to  yon. 

"  Yours  truly,  "  R.  Nakm.'* 

To  the  GbNTLBMAn'S  MAGAZINB.t 

"  Mb.  Urban,  Scfit.  16,  lan. 

"  To  the  traveller  of  cultivated  mind,  who  seeks  for 
objects  of  curiosity  and  attention  in  his  native  land,  there 
are  no  spots  more  attractive  than  4;hose  which  are  distin- 
guished as  the  abodes  of  genius.  Of  departed  genius,  he 
enjoys  the  recollection ;  of  living,  the  contemplation. 
The  abodes  of  the  former,  as  Hagley,  the  Leasowes,  &c 
have,  in  general,  been  abundantly  described :  of  the  latter, 
many  as  yet  want  an  historian ;  and  this  I  believe  to  be 
the  case  with  the  enchanting  residence  of  BremhilL 

"  Bremhill  is  the  parsonage  and  the  abode  of  a  poet  of 
no  small  eminence ;  of  one  whose  correct  taste  has  worked 
only  on  the  classical  models,  despising  all  modem  tricka — 
of  fVilUam  Ldile  Bowleg.  It  is  a  village  situated  on  a 
hiU,  about  two  miles  north  of  Calne,  in  Wilts.  1^ 
church,  a  venerable  gothic  structure,  with  a  tower,  stands 

^*  ist  south-west  of  the  village ;  and  the  rectory,  a  stona 
ouse  of  the  same  character,  is  exactly  south  of  ihat^  on  a 
small  terrace,  commanding  a  most  beautifni  view,  with 
the  hill  immediately  sloping  from  it  towards  the  south. 
In  this  view  the  principal  objects  are  the  hills  and  downs 
between  Marlborough  and  C^ilne.  In  front,  Oldboroug^ 
HiU,  with  the  ancient  camp  and  the  modem  White  Hoise, 


f  Sinco  tiaa  was  pabliihed  ia  the  OeDClemu'i  Maguine  bt  1814,  an  ■ 
(Mnnt  of  thii  ddiriitfnl  panoiuge,  bj  the  unubla  Foot  hinuelf,  apptHed  : 
hit  "  HiMorj  irfBramhilli "  but  it  cumot  «iip«rwde  the  pleMins  cMi^ 
m«at  ftii  to  Mr.  BowIm  bjr  ■  congmial  mind. 
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csecnted  by  Mr.  Almp,  now  of  Calne :  somewhat  nearer, 
is  the  town  of  Cahie,  with  its  fine  tower ;  and  to  the  right, 
the  majestic  woods  and  bills  of  Bowood,  the  residence  of 
theMarq^uia  of  IiEnsdowne.  A  garden  of  ahont  two  acres 
spreads  itself  immediately  before  the  house,  always  a 
beautifal  spot,  now  embellishetf  by  the  taste,  and  immor- 
talized by  the  veraes,  of  the  owner.  As  it  is  not  of  suf- 
ficient extent  to  fatigue  either  you,  or  me,  or  your  Keaders, 
let  me  take  you,  Mr.  Urban,  by  the  hand,  and  conduct 
you  round  the  garden.  Should  you  wish  to  exchange  the 
narratlTe  for  the  reality,  the  Reverend  Poet  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  happy  to  conduct  you  in  person. 

"  Turning  to  the  left  ^m  the  house,  you  go  through  a 
rustic  arch,  which  leads  to  the  eastern  view.  The  objects 
here  are  pleasing,  but  not  distinct;  and  coming  to  a 
handsome  tree,  you  naturally  turn  to  contemplate  it. 
Looking  to  the  west  from  this  tree,  the  whole  extent  of 
Bowood  immediately  meets  the  eye.  In  allusion  to  which 
you  find  the  following  elegant  inscription  afiBxed : 

'  When  in  tt;  dgU  uothtf'i  Taat  doanin 
Svttmit  Um  iaof  Une  of  voodi,  doft  titan  comphin  ? 
Ma7,  ntbBT  thmk  the  Ood  flwt  pUc'd  Otj  Kate 
Abore  the  kiwlr.  but  beaetth  At  gnat : 
And  (tOI  U«  Bune  with  gntitnde  rercn 
Who  bicei'd  the  Sabbath  of  thj  Idniro  here. 

Deiu  oobit  hoc  otu  fcdt.  W.  L.  B.' 

"  These  lines  evidently  express  the  feelings  of  the  Poet 
himself,  but  may  be  applied  by  others  according  to  their 
drcumstances.  A  few  steps  further,  stands  a  small  neat 
obelisk  of  stone,  with  no  other  inscriptioD  Anno  Paois 
1814.  W.  L.  B.  P.  It  might  he  wished  that  it  were 
something  higher;  and,  if  the  Peace  continues,  perhaps  it 
may  grow.  You  now  enter  a  plot  of  decorated  garoen, 
not  actually  divided  &om  the  rest  of  the  ground,  but  dia- 
tinguished  from  it  by  mere  interference  of  art — small 
flower  borders,  trellis-work  arbours,  a  fountain  perpetu- 
ally playing,  and  a  small  cold  bath,  encompassed  by  rock- 
work.  Here,  over  a  rural  seat,  we  read  the  fouowing 
lines: 

'  Rett,  Stranger,  In  thl«  deoonted  uene. 

That  bmgf  iti  bed  of  Bower*,  iti  alopa  of  green : 

So  from  the  wtlluof  life  the  weedi  remon, 

But  fix  tbj  better  hopei  on  toene*  (boYe.' 

"  For  the  CoM-bath,  where  the  little  rill  falls  into  it, 
the  following  verses  are  destined : 
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'  Mark  wbAre,  «bove  tba  null  cucada, 

QuiTsr  tb'  aacertuu  light  and  ib&da  : 
Such  ihftdoira  haman  hope*  mpplj. 
That  tremble  reatkw,  mad  then  die. 
StraDger,  tbongbtfnl  tread  the  ore — 
No  light  ii  fii'd,  but  that  bejond  the  gnre.' 

"  ProceediDg  directly  up  the  slope  from  this  pUcc^  yoo 
meet  with  a  root^house  Hermitage,  with  a  rude  stone 
table,  a  vooden  chair,  a  small  sun-dial  on  a  fra^nent  of  a 
twisted  column,  and  a  rustio-croBs,  which  St.  Bruno,  the 
Hermit,  is  supposed  to  have  erected,  and  thoB  to  have 
inscribed : 


"  On  the  front  of  the  Hermitage,  and  near  the  dial,  are 
these: 

'  To  mark  lifh'i  few  md  fleetmg  houn, 
Iplac'd  the  dial  'midit  the  flowara, 
^niidi  one  bj  one  came  forth  and  diad. 
Still  withering  raund  iti  antieat  dda : 
Hartal,  let  the  light  impart 
Ita  peuite  anonl  to  thy  heart  1     Bavwo.' 

"  Tou  now  pass  through  a  completely  embowerod 
filbert-walk  to  a  large  pond,  into  which,  at  tne  upper  end, 
falls  a  pleasing  cascade.  The  pond  is  terminated  by  an- 
other rural  seat,  in  which  these  lines  are  written : 

'  Qttibti  it  Hoaia. 
>  Be  thbM  Betlrament'i  peacefsl  joji, 
And  a  life  that  inakea  no  goiae ; 
SaTe  whan  Fani^,  mnilng  long, 
Wakaa  her  denUtory  lang  ; 
Soanding  to  the  vacant  ear 
Like  the  rill  that  m 


^^  On  a  gentle  ascent,  above  the  cascade,  is  a  funereal 
urn,  embowered  in  shade,  to  the  memory  of  the  author's 
brother.  Dr.  Bowles,  who  fell  a  sacrifice,  at  Gibraltar,  to 
the  duties  of  his  profession.  The  pedestal  is  thus  in- 
scribed; 

'M.8. 
Hbhbioi  Bowlm,  HJ>. 

Qui  ad  Calpen, 
yabm  Ibi  el'^-" 


IpM  miaerrimi  pariit ;  ■. 

Anno  1804,  Ki.  39. 

Fratri  Optimo  mterena  P. 

W.  L.  B.' 
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"  From  thiB  place,  by  a  winding  and  ahady  waDc,  you 
are  re-condncted  to  the  bouse,  and  terminate  this  short 
but  classical  tour  by  o^n  enjoying  the  natural  beautiea 
of  the  scene. 

*'  I  should  not,  perhaps,  introduce  the  veraes  of  any 
other  writer  with  those  of  Mr.  Bowles;  but  the  fol- 
lowing, being  written  in  pencil,  on  the  subject  of  the 
I>lBce  itself,  may  at  least  be  read  with  indulgence : 

'  To  THB  RiT.  w.  L.  B. 
Hart  dwell  deUghtid  I  b;  tbew  kiri  ioipir'd, 
Write  wfaat  thej  breathe,  bccdtb  to  be  ■dmir'd ; 
Rau«  here  thj  Toice,  exert  fbj  taottal  ikilt. 
And  giTe  to  Britun  one  more  famoiu  Hill : 
So,  when  the  pniie  of  her  poetic  nee 
Recording  Vane  or  Historj'  ihaU  trace, 
BniuHiLL  ihall  «eem,  what  Pindiu  iru  »o  long, 
Not  theme  alone,  bat  sacked  bohi  or  Sons.' 

*'  Who  will  not  wish  that  the  Poet  will  long  enjoy  the 
place,  and  the  place  the  Poet,  so  worthy  of  each  other  ? 


In  May  1827  Mr.  Nares  continued  this  subject 
by  the  foUoiring  communication  to  the  Gentlc' 
man's  Magazine : — 

*<  Mh.  Urban,  Mar  ».  1857. 

"In  Sept.  1814  I  communicated  a  short  account  of 
Bremhill  m  Wilts,  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  W,  L. 
Bowles,  which  you  inserted  in  the  Magazine  for  that 
month,  p.  ZOS.  A.  subsequent  visit  to  the  same  favoured 
spot  has  given  me  the  opportunity  of  transcribing  two  or 
three  inscriptions,  added  since  my  former  account,  which 
for  their  elegance  will  deserve  preservation. 

"  Near  ihe  Cascade,  mentioned  in  the  former  accoimt, 
p,  204,  are  the  following  lines  : 

'  Ai  the  rill  that  g;nihin^  near 
Soothes  with  mnrmunng  lapse  the  ear. 
Be  thine  confin'd  to  traDqutliajs, 
A  life  that  makes  no  rader  noise.' 

At  the  Hennit's  Seat : — 

'  Dost  than  lament  the  dead,  and  monm  the  loss 
Of  many  friends,  O  think  npon  the  Cross.' 

"  Id  a  comer  of  the  churchyard,  which  commands  a 
VOL.  VH.  2  S 
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beaatiful  view  of  the  country,  to  a  considerable  distance, 
the  following  elegant  hnes  are  inscribed  upon  a  snuU 
tablet: 

■  Here  rat  the  village  dead,  uid  here  too  I, 
When  fonder  dud  poiaU  the  hoar,  mut  lie. 
Look  round,  the  distant  proipMt  U  dmpliT'd 
Like  lih't  fidr  laudicapg,  mark'd  with  light  and  ihad*. 
StraDger,  in  peace  pniine  thj  onward  road, 
Snt  ne'er  fO^t  thy  long  and  last  abode.' 

"  An  anecdote  is  connected  with  this  inscription,  which 
I  record  with  pleasure,  as  affording  a  genuine  trut  of 
rural  simplicity.  A  stranger  passing  by  the  place,  after 
reading  the  inscription,  was  naturally  aesirous  to  know 
the  author  of  Unes  so  unexpectedlv  good  in  so  retired  a 
spot.  The  only  person  in  view  being  the  Sexton,  wbo 
was  digging  a  grave,  he  was  called,  and  greeted  witii  the 
question, '  Pray  who  wrote  those  beautiful  Hnes  ?'  The 
answer  was,  'The  Carpenter.'  'Carpenter?  what  a  car- 
penter of  this  village.'  '  Tes,  our  Carpenter .*  Stntnger ! 
'  But  are  yoo  sure  he  wrote  them  ?'  *  Aye,  Sir,  quite  sore. 
I  knows  he  did.'  No  further  information  was  to  be 
rained ;  and  the  stranger  left  the  country,  impressed  mth 
the  notion  that  the  common  peasants  of  that  village  wrote 
excellent  verses.  Whoever  reads  them,  knowing  that  die 
carpenter  was  only  employed  to  place  on  the  board  the 
thoughts  and  expressions  of  the  gifted  Rector  of  Bremhitl, 
will  not  wonder  at  the  merit  of  the  lines,  but  will  doubt- 
less wish,  with  us,  that  the  hour  may  be  far  distant  whidi 
the  dial  shall  point  for  the  departure  of  the  Poet. 

«A.  N." 


To  John  Nichols,  Esq. 

"  Sir,  Reading,  Jan.  8,  IBlt. 

"  The  largest  of  the  inclosed  packets  I  forward  to  you 
for  the  sake  of  serving  and  pleasing  a  most  worthy  and 
learned,  but  much  neglected  man  (as  to  preferment),  Mr. 
Hellins,  of  Potterspury,  an  article  of  whose  you  inserted, 
at  my  request,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  after  my 
concern  in  the  British  Critic  ceased.  The  inclosed  is  not 
written  by  him,  but  by  a  very  learned  Professor  of  Oxford 
(Hellins  was  formerly  of  Cambridge),  and  may  be  de- 
pended upon  as  perfectly  correct.  It  was  also  written  for 
the  BritiBh  Critic,  but,  as  my  1%iloBopbical  Reviewer  never 
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got  so  far  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  it  could  not 
be  introduced.  Your  insertion  of  it,  as  it  now  stands,  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  will  oblige  me,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Hellins,  and  the  author  of  the  paper.  I  have  so  altered  it 
that  not  a  trace  remains  of  its  being  written  for  a  Review.* 

'*  The  smaller  packet  is  a  whimt  of  my  own,  which  you 
may  use  or  not,  as  you  please.  It  was  written  to  be  sent 
alone,  but  now  travels  with  the  other. 

'*  Tours  ever  very  Mthfully,  R.  Nabes.** 


"  Mr,  Ukban,  Jia.  2, 181S. 

"  As  Physiognomy  is  now  laughed  out  of  countenance, 
and  Craniology  has  taken  it  into  his  head  to  supply  her 
place,  I  cannot  forbear  to  address  a  few  lines  to  you  upon 
that  event ;  though  I  must  confess  I  do  it  with  fear  and 
trembling,  lest  I  should  expose  myself  by  attempting  that 
for  which  my  head  was  not  originally  formed. 

"  If  your  head,  Mr.  Urban,  has  the  same  defective  or- 
ganisation,  which  I  rather  suspect,  and  you  have  not  yet 
attended  the  lectures  in  Rathbone-place,  you  will  probably 
be  unable  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  my  aUrm :  I  will 
therefore  explain  it. 

"  The  learned  lecturer  (for  so  I  am  compelled  to  style 
him  by  the  etiquette  of  literary  intercourse]  declares  that 
no  person  can  understand  hU  lectures  unless  he  has  the 
organ  of  craniology  in  perfection. 

"'If  I  could  admit  this  dictum  in  its  full  force,  I  should 
not  have  presumed  to  offer  any  opinion  upon  the  subject ; 
but  I  rather  suspect  it  to  be  a  little  stroke  of  art,  which 
has  amply  answered  the  intended  purpose. 

"This  age,  it  is  well  known,  pretends  to  a  more  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  than  any  which  has  preceded  it, 
insomuch  that  ignorance  upon  any  subject  whatsoever  is 
now  considered  as  disgraceful.  To  avoid  the  imputation, 
therefore,  of  an  imperfection  in  the  headpiece,  and  of  that 
want  of  knowledge  which  has  been  denounced  as  the  ne- 
cessary consequence,  men,  women,  and  children  crowd 
the  lecture  room ;  for  tihat  want  of  the  oigan  of  craniology 
which  incapacitates  them  from  understanding  what  is  there 

*  See  >  disciuBiaD  on  two  Papen  in  the  Fhilosophiol  Tranuctioiu,  on 
the  RecUliciUon  of  tbe  Hyperbola,  bj  Mr.  WoodhouM  and  the  Re*.  Joha 
Hellini,  ia  Qent.  Mag.  Jan.  181&,p.  18. 

t  The  following  Letter  on  Cranioli^. 

3s-2 
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delirered  doea  not  preclude  their  entrance,  provided  they 
hare  previously  pwd  their  subscription. 

"lliis  plan  of  operating  upon  the  feelings  of  pride,  in 
order  to  fill  the  lecture  room,  brings  to  my  recollection  a 
similar  attempt  to  excite  the  benevolence  of  a  congrega- 
tion, which  was  equally  succeitsful.  A  Methodist  preacher, 
after  expatiating  on  the  excellence  of  the  charity  which  he 
was  then  recommending,  declared  it  to  be  of  a  nature  so 
superior  to  all  others,  that  no  person  could  refuse  to  pat 
money  into  the  plate,  unless  he  were  actually  in  debt. 
The  effect  of  this  upon  his  auditors  may  easily  be  con- 
ceived. No  one  was  willing  that  his  neighbours  should 
suspect  that  he  was  in  debt,  and  consequently  every  one 
subscribed. 

"  These  oratorical  kinds  of  swindling  are  not^  as  I  be* 
lieve,  yet  provided  against  by  any  existing  statute. 

"  The  lecturer  labours  hard  to  free  his  system  from  the 
imputation  of  materialism ;  but  he  does  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  evidently  proves  that  either  he  does  not  understand 
the  force  of  his  own  argument,  or  that,  having  craniotogi- 
cally  examined  the  heads  of  his  subscribers,  he  is  con- 
vinced they  will  not  detect  him.  He  reasons  thus: — My 
system  is  not  materialism,  because  man,  being  a  free  agen^ 
-  has  power  to  correct  those  evil  propensities  to  which  the 
formation  of  his  skall  naturally  determines  him. 

"  Here  the  lecturer  wisely  keeps  back  one  half  of  the 
argument  j  and  for  this  plain  reason,  that  the  whole  would 
at  once  reduce  his  boasted  discovery  to  the  baseless  &bric 
of  a  vision.  For  if  man,  by  his  finee  agency,  can  correct 
Uie  evil  organs,  he  unquestionably  has  equal  power  to 
pervert  the  good  ones ;  and  in  either  of  these  cases  the 
craniolo^st  cannot  by  any  examination  of  the  skull,  which 
will  necessarily  remain  unchanged  in  its  form,  leam  whe- 
ther the  good  or  evil  propensities  are  unaltered,  or  still 
retiun  their  pristine  tendency ;  and  consequently,  aa  the 
lawyers  express  it,  he  will  take  nothing  by  the  examina* 
tion. 

"  That  his  lectures  are  well  attended,  does  not  in  the 
least  surprise  me,  who  perfectly  well  recollect  what  nam- 
bers  flocked,  in  former  days,  to  another  teamed  lecturert 
in  order  to  be  instracted  in  the  science  of  animal  mag- 
netism. 

"  If  I  were  worthy  to  offer  advice  to  the  present  learned 
lecturer,  I  would  recommend  tlie  skull  of  that  profound 
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pliysician  to  his  consideraHon ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  examination  will  somewhat  startle  the  professor 
of  craniology, 

"  I  have  myself,  Mr.  Urban,  some  little  judgment  in 
lieads;  but,  being  a  native  of  the  Highlands,  and  gifted 
with  second  sight,  I  do  not  require  to  handle  men's  skulls 
in  order  to  judge  of  their  character ;  and  consequently  I 
can,  without  ever  having  seen  the  aforesaid  doctor,  tell  the 
professor  some  things  ^ich  will  occur  in  his  examination 
of  the  skull. 

"  He  will  find  the  organ  of  calocagathy*  outwardly  so 
perfect,  that,  without  looking  any  further,  he  will  at  once 
pronounce  the  doctor  to  have  been  incapable  of  giving  his 
pupils  nonsense  as  an  equivalent  for  their  money. 

"  But,  if  he  extend  his  inquiry,  be  will  discover  that  the 
orgaa  of  covetivenesi  is  of  a  capacity  equal  to  that  of  calo- 
cagathy; and  the  real  history  of  the  doctor's  life  will  in- 
form him,  that  he,  being  a  free  agent,  perverted  the  good 
tendency  of  the  latter,  and  yielded  to  the  evil  tendency  of 
the  .former,  until  he  persuaded  himself  that  he  might 
honestly  take  money  for  instructions  in  an  art  which  never 
had  existence. 

"The  lecturer  must  be  aware  that  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
common for  men  thus  to  deceive  themselves. 

"The  above  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  professor's 
consideration,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  profound  lec- 
turer upon  animal  magnetism  is  actually  dead.  If  that  he 
not  the  case,  I  must  apprize  him  as  a  foreigner,  that  it  is 
not  quite  safe  in  this  country  to  handle  living  skulls  in 
order  to  prove  dishonesty,  excepting  perhaps  in  West- 
minster Hall,  the  Old  Biuley,  and  other  lecture  rooms  of 
the  same  kind. 

"Ilis,  however;,  need  not  prevent  the  professor  from 
paying  due  attention  to  his  own  skull,  and  especially  to 
those  organs  which  I  have  particularly  pointed  out;  and 
X  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  a  candid  examination  of  them 
will  give  him  an  idea  of  the  state  of  those  oi^ns  very 
different  from  that  which  he  at  present  entertains. 
-  "  I  remain,  Mr.  Urban,  with  the  highest  consideration 
for  the  learned  lecturer,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"Pbricbaniuu." 

•  "  I  tr*iuUt«  for  jou 
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To  THE  Ret.  Bichabd  Polwhblb. 

"  Mt  dear  Sib,  Reading,  Jn.  25, 181S. 

*  *  *  « 

"  Your  critique  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  is  in  the  hands 
of  Dr.  Middleton,*  but  whether  he  intends  to  use  it  or  not, 
he  has  not  told  me.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  your 
writing  to  him.  Direct,  Rev.  Dr.  Middleton,  Rectory 
House,  Kentish  Town,  London. 

*  *  *  * 

"  About  Malone,  as  a  critic,  I  totally  differ  from  yoa. 
He  was  very  industrious  and  laborious,  and  ferreted  out 
a  good  deal  oy  these  qaalities ;  but  had  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a  spark  of  genius,  nor  even  taste,  where  poetry  waa  con- 
cerned. It  is  capable  of  proof  that  he  did  not  rightly 
understand  eren  the  measure  of  English  verse.  Steevena 
was  full  of  genius,  but  not  always  to  be  depended  upon. 
Sometimes  he  even  made  a  sport  of  misleading  his  readers ; 
but  his  powers  were  in6nitely  above  any  that  Malone 
possessed.  Nortbcote  is  a  man  of  true  genius,  though 
occasionally  defective  as  a  writer.  As  to  Mason,  fa»  was 
certainly  a  poet ;  but  a  malignant  man,  and  particalariy 
malignant  against  the  good  King  George  lit.  all  wbicfi 
malignity  was  occasioned  by  some  real  or  imagined  slightf 
shown  by  the  King  towards  his  imaginary  merit.  With 
all  his  powers.  Mason  was  a  despicable  man  morally;  and 
that  is  the  worst  that  need  be  said  of  a  man.t 

"  I  am  not  at  all  in  the  secrets  of  the  new  editor  §  and 
proprietors.  They  have  not  even  asked  me  to  give  occa- 
sional assistance,  which  I  should  have  been  wiUing  to  do. 
But  I  am  heartily  glad  to  be  no  longer  responsible  for  a 
work  always  going  on,  always  responsible,  and  never 
thanked.    Tours  ever  most  truly,  &c.  &.c. 

"  R.  Narbs." 

*  Dr.  Middleton  tns  conaMirtted  Biibop  of  CilenUa,  Btb  Ma;  IBH.  H« 
died  ■nddenlj  Jalj  Sth,  1822.  See  a  memoir  of  him  in  GenL  Hag.  nL 
XCII.  ii.  p.  561 ;  and  toI.  XCIII.  ii.  647. 

t  Perhapi  becanas  the  Frofe*Mnhip  of  Poetrr  wat  not  offend  to  Urn, 
vhen  giTBD  to  Whitebeid.  Jacluon  might  rcaait  Mason's  Poen,  "  Th* 
Tean  of  liis,"  which  wai  a  coarae  attack  on  hia  UaiTcnity. — J.  Bl. 

{  "  Jackaon  (who  died  Biikop  of  Oxford)  had  not  leaa  an  antipathj  agilnit 
Haion.  At  one  of  hk  aopper  pu-tiet,  MaaoD  happened  to  be  mentioBed, 
when  Jockion  apoke  of  him  acorofnllr.  I  could  acareelir  mppreaa  m;  indig- 
nation. GreriUe'a  report  of  Mason  (in  iccordance  with  Kempetbonie'i]  I  am 
■ue  comei  nearer  to  tbe  trntli." — Folwhsli.    (See  hia  "  BcminiaocDcea.") 

{  Dr.  Bliddletoo. 
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To  the  Gkntlbuan'b  Maoazinb. 
"  Mb.  Urban,  Sept.  30,  isis. 

"  In  Park's  '  Harleian  MiscellanT,'  III.  p.  101,  there  is 
B  note  on  Bocardo,  in  Oxford,  which  says  that  it  was  '  for- 
merly a  place  of  confinement,  in  East-gate,  near  Magdalen 
Coll^,  Oxford.'  Now  I  well  remember  the  said  Bocardo 
standing;  correct,  therefore, '  A  prison  over  the  gateway 
of  the  North-gate,  Oxford,  adjoining  to  the  tower  of  St, 
Michael's  Church,  It  was  pulled  down  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  ago.* 

"  In  tne  Castle  Barber's  Soliloquy,  probably  written  by 
T.  Warton,  Bocardo  is  thus  mentioned : 
"  '  Then  think  not  thit  i  uk  amiu : 
Mj  amill  reqneit  i>  odIj  thii ; 
That  I,  by  leave  of  Leigh,  or  Pardo, 
Haj,  with  the  Cutl«,  ^t«  Booakdo.' 
• — That  is,  may  be  barber  to  one  prison,  as  well  as  the 
other.    See  '  Oxford  Sausage,'  p.  184. 

"  By  the  Newsman's  Verses  for  1772,  in  the  same  Mis- 
cellany,  p.  223,  it  appears  that  Bocardo  was  taken  down 
in  that  year: 

"  ■  Rare  tidlDgi  for  the  wrstch  whote  lingering  loore 
lUmaini  nopiid :  BocAnoo  U  no  more.' 

"  A  note  says,  '  The  City  Qaol,  taken  down  by  the 
Oxford  Paving  Act.' 

"  In  some  Verses  spoken  in  the  theatre  at  Oxford  in 
177s,  the  fall  of  Bocardo  is  mentioned  as  a  recent  event. 
The  Verses  were  written  by  Dr.  Wheeler,  then  Professor 
of  Poetry. 

" '  Hulta  aovoDt  bUem.    Qoid  e«Diet  optfa»e  J  warn  jam 
Aniiqnl  maii  venenUlia  ombra  BMtrdo 
TiaitDT  Oionii  ?    Salve,  band  Ignobila  nomen  I 
Te  Cnea  qnondim,  Te  qnondam  *"■'*»»'■  nArat, 
BfOitiw  nennn,  tofUm  mm  itutlO*  pm^xa. 
Bed  n«qQe  Jnrldicw :  qnotiea,  Te  Tindice,  telnm 
Bawl  imbelic  manu  tnplici  Diilectlca  binit, 
Tamtamqne  hoMem  ferrenti  gtniit  arenA  I 
Oe«^lla  inftniito  none  alile.    Pallor?  an  ArUi 
Te  itante,  hie  atetenint ;  Te  jam  perennte  peribanL' 
"A  note  on  the  name  Bocardo  says : 

'"Caitellnm  PortK  Borcall  impoaitiim,  nnper  dfratmn;  tnm  re,  turn 
nomine,  Tariii  olim  niLbna  acoommodaliun.' 

"  These  Verses  are  to  be  found  in  Popbam's  '  Selecta 
Anglorum  Poemata,'  vol.  III.  p.  147*  Soon  after,  in  allu- 
sioD  to  the  logical  Bocardo : 

"  '  Cni  placet  k  lolo  minam  eatbjrmema  Baearia.' 


,..d:,i.  Google 


632  ILLUSTRATIONS   OP   LITERATURE. 

"  But  we  Gnd  this  Northern  Gate  celebrated  also  in  an 
older  Poem,  the  author  of  which  was  Bishop  Smofaidge, 
entitled  *  Auctio  Davisiana.'     It  is  thus  introduced : 

"  *  Eit  loeni,  tmproballi  beii£  notoi  dfibni,  utIjIi 
^treina  limei  t  Bore^em  nemiM  portam 
Flebi  indocU  Tocit ;  docti  dlx«r«  SoMrds.' 

'*  See  *  Musae  Anglicanee,'  vol.  I.  p.  175. 

"This  must  have  been  written  while  Soialridge  was 
still  resident  at  Oxford,  and,  indeed,  before  he  had  taken 
orders.     It  was  first  printed  in  1689. 

"  TTie  origin  of  the  name  is  very  obscure ;  but,  as  Bo- 
CARDO  is  the  technical  word  in  the  scholastic  logic  to 
express  a  syllogism  in  the  fourth  6gure  of  the  third  mode, 
I  should  conjecture  that  it  arose  from  some  academical 

Et,  now  lost,  comparing  the  prison  to  that  syllogism.    I 
ow  not  of  the  word  in  any  other  mode  of  application. 
"  Yours,  &c.  A.  N." 

To  the  GBNTitEMAN'e  Magazine. 
"  Mr.  Urban,  Dec  ii,  ibis. 

"  In  a  French  journal  of  181S,  I  find  an  account  of  a 
great  improvement  of  that  noble  instrument,  the  or^an, 
by  giving  it  expression  equal  to  that  of  a  voice ;  the  only 
thing  before  wanting  to  its  excellence.  As  the  invention 
was  received  by  the  Imperial  Conservatory  of  Music,'  as 
it  was  then  called,  and  approved  publicly  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  I  presume  that  it  had  some  merit,  and 
therefore  subjoin  a  translation  of  the  French  paper ;  wish- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  to  make  inquiry  of  your  correa- 
Eondents  whether  the  invention  has  been  yet  brought 
ere,  in  any  shape !  So  great  an  improvement,  if  real, 
ought  to  be  made  general.  It  is  callea  <  The  Expressive 
Organ  ^  and  is  thus  described : 

" '  The  Expressive  Organ,  invented  by  M.  Gr^ni^  an 
amateur,  and  executed  under  his  direction,  has  been  ex- 
amined and  heard,  with  the  greatest  interest,  by  the  Com- 
mittee named  for  this  purpose.  It  had  long  been  an 
object  of  inquiry,  how  to  give  to  the  Organ,  the  nost 
beautiful,  and  most  classical  of  all  instruments,  the  varieties 
of  which  the  voice  is  susceptible.  It  wanted  hitherto  the 
great  faculty  of  expression,  that  of  enfon^ng  or  diminish- 
ing the  sounds,  (the  swell  of  our  common  organs  does  not, 
I  fancy,  meet  the  idea  intended,  which  goes  to  enforce  or 
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relax  any  single  note,)  and  musicians  had  almost  renounced 
the  hope  of  seeing  this  degree  of  perfection  added  to  the 
organ.  M.  Gr£m^  hy  a  mechanism  at  once  the  most 
simple  and  most  ingenious,  has  enabled  the  organ  to  obey 
all  the  influences  of  the  soul.  The  moveable  key  frame 
(clavier),  applied  upon  the  bellows  themselves,  seems  to 
breathe  aa  the  player  wishes ;  and  the  most  practised 
voice  cannot  attemper  its  tones  (filer  des  sons)  with  a  gra- 
dation more  exact.  Other  advantages  are  connected  with 
this  discovery.  Wooden  pipes,  reduced  to  a  different 
dimension,  simplify  the  construction,  and  render  it  much 
less  espensive. 

" '  We  regret  that  we  cannot  enter  into  the  detail  of  all 
the  contrivances  employed  by  M.  Gr^ni^;  and  we  an- 
nounce with  real  pleasure,  that,  on  the  report  which  has 
been  made  of  it  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior,* he  has  been  pleased  to  commission  M.  Gr^ni^  to 
construct  an  Expressive  Organ  on  a  large  scale,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Library  of  the  Conservatory  ;  which  may  be 
considered  aa  a  material  point  gained  for  the  art  of  music, 
and  for  this  Institution,  It  is  now  in  hand,  and  the  pub- 
lic may  expect  to  hear  it  in  the  course  of  the  current  year 
(1813).— Esprit  des  Journaui,  Fevrier  1813,  p.  13?.' 

"  The  invention  having  been  so  far  tried  and  approved 
at  that  period,  and  so  far  advanced  towards  publicity,  it  is 
perhaps  only  the  scantiness  of  my  information  respecting 
what  has  since  been  done  in  France,  which  makes  me  in 
want  of  further  inteUigence.  But,  as  many  others  of  your 
readers  must  be,  of  necessity,  in  similar  circumstances, 
and  as  the  invention  appears  truly  interesting,  and  par- 
ticularly so  to  the  admirers  of  church  music,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  you  will  oblige  many,  as  well  aa  myself,  by 
adding  your  efforts  to  make  it  known  among  us. 

*'  A.  N." 

To  John  Nichols,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sib,  Rnding,  Jbd.  29,  1S16.    - 

"  I  send  you  General  I^tzpatrick's  epitaph  on  himself, 
which  you  said  would  be  acceptable. 

'  My  own  Epitaph. 
*  Whose  turn  is  next  ?  this  monitory  Stone 
RepUes,  vain  Passenger,  perhaps  thy  own. 

*  '*  Or  tot  the  Home  Deputment.     Edit." 
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If,  idly  curious,  tbou  wilt  seek  to  know 
Whose  relics  mtogle  with  the  dust  below, 
Enough  to  tell  thee,  that  his  destin'd  span 
On  f^rth  he  dwelt, — and,  like  thjself,  a  Man. 
Nor  distant  far  th'  inevitable  day 
When  thou,  poor  mortal,  ahalt  like  him  be  clay. 
Through  life  he  walk'd  imemulous  of  fame. 
Nor  wish'd  beyond  it  to  preserre  a  name. 
CoDtent,  if  Fnendship,  o'er  his  humble  bier. 
Drop  but  the  heart-felt  tribute  of  a  tear; 
Though  countless  ages  should  nnconscioQS  glide. 
Nor  learn  that  ever  he  had  liv'd,  or  died.        K.  P.* 

"  Such,  Mr.  Urban,  is  the  epitaph  placed  on  a  stone 
sarcophagus  in  the  usual  form,  in  the  churchyard  at  Sun- 
ning-hill,  close  to  the  house  where  Gen.  Fitzpatrick's 
friend  G.  Ellis,  Esq.  died;  and  still  inhabited  by  Mrs. 
EUis.  A.  N. 

"  The  collation  of  Sir  R.  FanshaVs  copy  of  his  Lusiad, 
perhaps,  you  might  think,  and  with  reason,  would  not  be 
gratifying  to  your  readers. 

"  Fray  can  you  tell  me  what  '  Letter  on  Enthusiasm* 
is  attributed  to  Colonel  Hunter,  in  your  Literary  Anec- 
dotes, vol.  I.  p.  339,  and  vol.  VI.  p.  89  ?• 

"  I  suppose  we  shall  soon  have  your  ninth  volume  of 
Liteiary  Anecdotes.  Indeed,  since  I  wrote  those  very 
words,  I  have  seen  it  advertised  on  your  cover  to  be  ready 
early  in  February.     Thank  you  for  inserting  Dr.  Purdy. 

"  If  you  mean  to  notice  all  the  country  [wnera  in  your 
frontispiece  I  can  tell  you  of  another,  tne  Wolverhamp- 
ton, which  haa  published  260  numbers,  completing  five 
volumes.     This  you  have  never  noticed." 

"  DbAR  Sib,  RradinE,  Hiidi  13, 1S16. 

"  I  am  much  pleased  with  what  I  have  seen  of  your 
ninth  volume  of  Literary  Anecdotes,  and  thank  yon  for 
your  notice  of  me.t 

"  There  is  an  odd  mistake  about  my  uncle,  considering 
that  he  died  with  the  title  of  Sir  George  Nares.  %     He  is 

*  Thit  work  li«i  been  uoribed  to  Swill,  and  itill  mora  oommonljt  to  Lerd 
81i>tt(sbDi7.     See  Bloc-  Dramatica,  I.  388. 

t  lAttnrj  Anecdota,  toI.  IX.  p.  SIO. 

j  Sir  Qeorge  Nim,  KnL  and  hii  Udj  w«ie  bnrisd  at  Ertnkj,  Bant* ; 
iriicre  tbeir  tpiuphj  thai  coucuelj  record  their  hiatoir  : 

"  Near  thi*  place  are  dcpoailed  the  rcmaiiu  al  the  Hon^  Sir  George 
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called  Edward.  But  it  ib  only  in  the  new  Index.  It  is  not 
BO  in  the  phices  referred  to.  In  the  first  of  those  he  is  only 
called  Serjeant  (which  he  then  was),  and  in  the  second  Mr. 
Justice,  which  is  also  right.  His  youngest  son,  nephew  of 
Mr.  Strange,  and  now  D.D.  and  I^ofesaor  of  Modem 
History  at  Oxford,  is  rightly  named  Edward.* 

"  YoorB  moat  truly, 

"  R.  Nabkb. 

"  P.S.  Macte  noro  opeie" 


^'DbAbSiB,  ^  April  29,  1817. 

"  If  you  have  not  yet  given  in  the  Qentleman's  Maga- 
ane  the  Pope's  Rescript  to  one  of  his  Bishops,  in  Poland, 
agunst  Bible  Societies,t  I  hope  you  will  contrive  to  give 
it  to  your  readers  in  this  month's  number.  It  is  the 
strongest  thing  that  ever  was  written  in  favour  of  Bible 
Societies,  and  will  admit  of  being  followed  by  an  important 
Commentary,  which  I  will  provide  agunst  next  month. 
It  has  been  printed  in  severu  papers,  hut  last  in  a  thing 
called  the  Military  Register  or  Journal,  for  the  23rd  of 
this  month.    Attention ! 

"  Yours,  R.  Nabbb." 

"  Dear  Sib,  Hatcbett'i  Hotal,  l^cddillj,  Aprs  28,  I8IT. 

"  1  hope  the  inclosed  will  answer  your  purpose,  and  do 


Nvea,  KaL  odc  nf  hii  Majeatj'i  JtuUco*  of  the  Court  of  C 

eqoallj  Tened  in  tlw  Um  of  hii  conntrj  and  attsntiTe  to  thoae  of  reU|ioD, 

while  he  laboDred  oniuccrBfallf  u  ■  nuui,  he  approred  hlmaelf  coDtiantllf 


■a  the  lerraiit  of  God,  nocormpted  by  iatereat  or  eumple.     Humane,  ■ 
'    '      ■fnl,  he  liTedaproor  how  perf    " 

_  I  GompaUble  witli  the  hopes  of  i      _  

In  MiddlBKi,  1T16  ;  Kbg'a  Setjsuit  at  Law  11&9  i  BepreicDtitiTe  in  Pari'. 


tionate,  and  cheerful,  he  liTcdaproof  how  peifcctlj  the  reitonible  eqjor- 
it  of  thi*  life  ia  compaUble  with  the  hopes  of  eteniity.    Bora  at  Hamrell, 


and  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Oxford  1768  ;  Jodn  1q  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleu  1771 ;  died  JdIj  the  SOth,  1786. 

"  In  a  Tault  in  thi*  chorchjard  lieCh  Dame  Mary  Nana,  wife  of  the  Hon*'* 
Sir  GcorgB  Narei,  Knt.  one  of  the  Jnatieei  of  hii  Hqertj'i  Coort  of  Com- 
mon Pleu ;  third  dan.  of  the  Right  Udd.  Sir  John  Strange,  lata  Matter  of 
OaRoUa;  died  Aognat  6th,  1783,  aged 55. 

"  In  mcmoriam  tantK  amicitiB,  benerolentiB,  charitatii,  tantiqas  amorit, 
Melitatii,  pietatia,  Dcom  erga,  teipram,  liberoi,  cogoatoaqne  qiuntM  rix 
mqDBin  hnmanam  decaere  natnram,  H.  M.  Hebilii  moereniqae  poanit  ma- 
ritiw," 

*  The  Bar,  Dr.  Edward  NarM,  D.D,  died  at  hii  rectoir  at  Bi 
Kent,  Aug.  20,  1S41,  lohll  SOth  jear.  HawwR^ioi  Pro^iaor  of 
Hiitorj  and  Modem  Languagei  tix  the  UniTenitj  of  Oxford.  A  om 
Ab  aeeompliahed  leholar  ia  ^ren  in  Gent  Mi^  Oet.  1841,  p.  43S. 

t  Printed  in  Qent.  Mag.  IBIT,  i.  p.  36S. 
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some  justice  to  our  departed  friend.*     Many  interruptions 
have  prevented  tne  from  sending  it  sooner. 
"  Yours  truly, 

"  R.  Nabeb." 


Mr.  Nabbs  to  the  Gentlbuam's  Maqazinb, 
"  Mr.  Urban,  jnne  4,  I817. 

"  Seeing  a  very  elegant  small  edition  of  Thomas  War- 
ton's  Poems,  lately  published  by  a  most  respectable 
Editor  (T.  Park),  I  cannot  but  regret  that  he  had  not 
been  informed  of  five  Latin  Poems,  in  the  inscriptive 
style,  which  are  the  undoubted  production  of  T.  Warton. 
In  an  Inscriptionum  Delectus,  published  by  him  anony- 
mously in  17&S,  hut  known  to  De  his,  and  therefore  re- 
printed in  the  second  volume  of  his  works  by  Mr.  Mant, 
these  compositions  stand  at  Nos.  41,  44,  45,  47,  of  the 
collection,  and  in  the  note  to  the  latter.  A  slight  pre- 
tence was  made  in  the  Delectus,  that  they  had  been  lately 
discovered  in  Italy;  but  Warton  himself  throws  a  sua- 
pidon  upon  the  last  of  them,  in  the  very  note  which  pro- 
duces it.  Mr.  Mant,  in  his  life  of  T.  Warton,  expressly 
assigns  these  to  him,  saying, '  also  a  few  modem  epigrams, 
namely,  one  by  Dr.  Jortin,  and  five  by  himself)  on  the 
model  of  the  antique."  Life,  p.  slii.  But,  as  they  are  not 
distinctly  specified,  and  no  more  is  said  about  them,  they 
have  been  overlooked  by  subsequent  Editors.  My  motive 
for  writing  this  is  to  prevent  their  being  omitted  in  any 
future  edition.  Both  Mr.  A>  Chalmers  and  Mr.  Park 
would  doubtless  have  inserted  them,  had  they  been  aware 
of  the  foct. 

"  Dr.  Warton,  though  it  has  not  hitherto  been  noticed, 
let  out  the  secret  with  respect  to  the  third  of  these  little 
poems,  '  O  dulcis  puer,'  fitc.  by  inserting  it  in  the  second 
volume  of  his  Essay  on  Pope,  p.  402,  with  this  introduc- 
tory sentence :  '  In  which  taste  [that  of  the  Anthologia] 
a  Uvitiff  author,  who  must  be  nameless,  has  written  the 
following  bendecasy liable s,' 

"This  was  pubhshed  in  the  year  1782;  but  the  *  In- 
scriptionum Delectus  "  f  being  scarce  and  llttie  known, 

*  A  mcDMir  of  the  Rer.  Willum  Beloe.  Printed  in  Gent.  U>g.  ISt 7. 
LS71. 

f  "  The  whole  title  i*  '  Inscriptiotmin  Litiaiu-um  Mttricarnm  Delectni,* 
Dodiley,  1758." 
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and  still  less  known  to  have  come  from  T.  Warton,  the 
discovery  passed  unnoticed.  N." 

"  Mb.  Urban,  Beading,  Sept.  4, 1817. 

"  You  have  been  misled,  p.  196,  by  the  '  Biographical 
Dictionary  of  Living  Authors,'  in  a  very  inaccurate  ac- 
count of  my  friend  Partridge,  of  Boston,  who  was  a  native 
of  Lincolnshire,  and  no  more  related  to  Mrs.  Partridge  of 
Salt-hill,  or  her  husband,  than  you  are.  Having  by  me 
a  sketch  of  dates  relating  to  himself,  which  he  aent  me  in 
1807,  I  hasten  to  send  you  a  more  correct  account. 

"R.N. 

"  Samuel  Partridge  was  bom  at  Lincoln,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Swithin,  July  25,  175O,  probably  therefore  July  14, 
New  Style.  If,  then,  he  died  after  that  day,  he  was  in  hia 
sixty-eighth  year.  His  parents  were  both  nadves  of  Lin-' 
colnshire,  and  of  genteel  rank.  He  was  never  at  Eton^ 
nor  at  any  other  public  school,  except  the  Orammar 
School  of  Lincoln.  In  1768  be  was  entered  a  Commoner 
at  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford :  and  it  was  not  till 
1775  that  he  was  chosen  a  Demy  of  Magdalen.  In  177^ 
he  took  his  Bachelor's  degree  in  Arts,  and  in  177^  was 
elected  a  Fellow  of  that  College,  and  in  the  same  year  took 
his  Master's  degree.  He  had  other  previous  preferments^ 
but  did  not  become  Vicar  of  Boston  till  1785.  It  is  true, 
therefore,  that  he  was  32  years  vicar ;  and  he  was  nearly 
as  long  in  the  commission  of  the  peace.  In  1797  be  had 
also  the  Vicarage  of  Wigtoft  cum  Quadring,  from  the  gift 
of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  ;  which  livine  he  held  with  Bos- 
ton. He  was  married  twice,  but  his  m^t  wife  left  no  sur- 
viving children.  By  his  second  wife,  whom  he  lost  in 
1797,  be  had  four  children  still  living,  a  son  and  three 
daughters. 

"  His  works,  I  believe,  are  rightly  enumerated,  with 
the  exception  of  his  critical  articles  in  the  British  Critic, 
to  which  he  was  a  voluntary  and  very  useful  contributor, 
from  its  origin  to  the  close  of  the  first  series ;  never  re- 
ceiving any  remuneration  for  his  labour.  In  writing  for 
that  review,  he  was  expressing  and  circulating,  in  a  man' 
ner  calculated  for  general  utility,  his  very  sound  principles 
in  Church  and  State ;  and  therefore  he  considered  the' 
patriotic  exertion  as  its  own  reward.  '  Labor  ipse  Votup- 
tas.'  So  testifies  of  him  one  who  long  knew  and  always 
highly  esteemed  his  talents  and  worth.  R.  N." 
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To  J.  B.  NicBOLS,  Esq. 

"  DbAB  Sib,  22,  Hirt  street,  B1oomibar;r>  Oct.  9,  1819. 

"  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  the  inclosed  Review* 
is  just.  If,  for  any  private  consideration,  you  should  de- 
cline to  insert  it,  pray  return  it  to  yours  most  truly, 

"  U.  Nabbs." 

"  Dbar  Sib,  Ju.  26,  ie2l. 

"  I  send  you  an  account  of  Mrs.  John  Hunter,  which  I 
hope  you  will  insert  in  the  next  number  of  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine.    Yours  truly,  R,  Nabbs, 

Memoir  of  Mrs,  John  Hunter,  by  Archdeacon  Nare*. 

"  Jan.  7«  1821.  Died  in  Holles-atreet,  Cavendish- 
square,  in  the  79th  year  of  her  a^,  Mrs.  Anne  Hunter, 
widow  of  that  distinguished  physiologist  John  Hunter. — 
Native  genius  was  never  more  pleasingly  united  with 
female  modesty  and  delicacy  than  in  Mrs.  John  Hunter; 
Dor  can  any  one  more  truly  have  deserved  the  eulogies  of 
her  surviving  friends.  With  every  grace  that  could  make 
her  interesting  in  socnety,  she  had  every  personal  and 
social  virtue  t^t  could  command  respect  gnd  attachment. 
As  a  daughter,  a  sister,  a  wife,  a  motner,  and  a  friend,  she 
was  anxious  always  to  exceed,  rather  than  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  fail  in  any  of  her  duties.  The  natural  warmth  and 
energy  of  her  heart  prevented,  indeed,  the  possibility  of 
such  defect.  In  social  intercourse  she  had  the  happy 
talent  of  pleasing  without  effort ;  and  in  the  conversation- 
parties  which,  in  Mr.  Hunter's  life-time,  she  frequently 
received,  she  succeeded  perfectly  in  banishing  affectation, 
pedantry,  and  every  symptom  of  dulness  or  formahty. 
Connected  by  long  friendsnip  with  Mrs.  Carter  and  Mrs. 
Delany,  she  well  deserves  to  nave  her  name  recorded  with 
those  amiable  as  well  as  eminent  females :  not,  indeed, 
for  deep  learning,  which  she  neither  possessed  nor  affected, 
but  for  poetic  genius,  sagacity,  and  good  taste. 

*'  Mrs.  Hunter  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert 
Home,  an  eminent  surgeon,  first  in  we  army  and  latterly 
at  the  Savoy.  He  had  several  otiier  children ;  among 
'whom  another  daughter  was  married  to  Mr.  Mylne,  the 
architect  of  Blackmara  Bridge ;  and  a  thirds  though  no 
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less  amiable  than  her  sisters,  died  unmarried.  His  sons 
were,  Robert,  bred  as  an  artist,  and  now  pcunter  to  the 
King  of  Lucknow,  in  India;  Colonel  Home,  an  officer  on 
the  Bombay  establishment,  now  retired ;  and  Sir  Everard 
Home,  Bart,  the  rery  eminent  pupil  of  his  brother-in-law. 
In  1771  Miss  Home  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
and  in  the  ensuing  year,  her  youneer  brother,  Everard, 
then  leaving  Westminster  School,  devoted  himself  to  the 
atndies  and  profession  of  that  new  relation,  under  the 
auspicious  influence  of  bis  instruction  and  encouragement. 

"  Mrs.  J.  Hunter  became  the  mother  of  four  cuildren, 
of  whom  only  two  survive ;  but  both  the  living  and  the 
dead  have  been  the  subjects  of  her  poetical  effasions. 
This  talent,  in  which  for  elegance  of  lyric  strains  she  has 
seldom  been  surpassed,  was  very  early  developed.  Her 
well-known  stanzas  of  '  Queen  Mary's  Lament,'  were 
produced  so  long  ago  that  they  are  frequently  thought  to 
nave  belonged  to  a  prior  age.  Her  song, '  In  airy  dreams,' 
stands  almost  in  the  same  predicament.  The  death-song 
of  Alknomook,  the  Indian  warrior,  was  written  before  many 
of  those  who  sing  it  now  were  bom  ;  and  throughoat  her 
life,  whatever  strongly  moved  her  feelings  became  the  occa- 
sion  of  some  expressive  strains.  For  her  father,  she  wrote  a 
short  but  characteristic  epitaph.  The  education,  marriage, 
or  death  of  children,  produced  similar  efTects ;  and  never 
surely  was  there  a  mother  who  more  affectionately  watched 
or  more  sincerely  felt  for  all  the  various  fortunes  of  her 
offspring.  Notwithstanding  this  facility  of  writing,  she 
never  assumed,  or  in  the  least  affected,  the  character  of  a 
poetess ;  but  with  modesty  delivered  her  productions  in 
manuscript  to  a  favoured  few.  At  length,  on  the  suggestion 
of  friends,  she  collected  those  which  she  most  approved, 
in  a  small  but  elegant  volume,  which  she  inscribed  to  her 
BOn,  then  stationed  as  an  officer  at  Gibraltar. 

*'  When  Haydn  passed  a  season  in  London,  Mrs.  Hun- 
ter became  the  Muse  of  that  celebrated  composer ;  and 
all  (if  we  mistake  not)  of  his  beautiful  English  canzonets 
were  composed  on  words  which  she  supplied.  Most  of 
these  are  original,  and  particularly  t^e  pathetic  song  of 
'  My  mother  bids  me   oind  my  hair.'  *     The  beautiful 

*  "RntwritteD  u  sccommodabid  toanilr  of  Flajdell's  1  uiil  then  bq;lo- 
idng  with  what  it  now  the  *ecoiul  itaaia, 

'  'HbmiI  to  think  [he  dap  an  goDe;' 
which,  fiiT  the  effect  of  the  words,  wai  prerersble." 
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Mermaid's  Song,  ia  the  same  set,  was  founded  on  an 
Italian  original,  l^ely  translated.  This  small  volume  of 
Poems  was  noticed  in  the  British  Critic  of  October  1802, 
with  commendations,  strong  indeed,  but  not  at  all  exag- 
gerated J  giving  one  or  two  specimens  which  amply  jasti- 
fied  the  pmse.  Since  Mrs.  H.  became  a  widow,  she  hai 
lived  in  quiet  retirement,  though  in  London ;  consoled  by 
her  near  relations  and  select  friends,  and  mutually  con- 
soling them,  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life.  It  is  probable 
that  her  pen  has  not  been  laid  aside  in  this  last  period, 
but  the  fruits  of  its  exertions  have  not  yet  been  seen. 

"  Mrs.  H.'s  daughter.  Lady  Campbefi,  now  the  widow 
of  General  Sir  James  Campbell,  has  of  late  years  been  at 
once  her  chief  care,  and  ultimately  her  chief  consolation, 
as  by  her  she  was  attended  to  the  latest  moment  of  her 
life.  The  decline  of  her  health  was  very  gradual,  and  her 
intellects  were  never  impaired.  By  those  who  best  knew 
her,  she  will  be  lament^,  in  proportion  to  the  admiration 
and  attachment  which  she  could  not  fail  to  inspire ;  and 
it  may  be  said  with  confidence,  that  she  has  not  left  a 
survivor  in  the  world  who  can  have  either  a  right  or  a 
wish  to  detract  the  smallest  particle  from  the  commenda- 
tions, here  or  elsewhere  bestowed,  upon  her  genius,  her 
understanding,  or  her  heart." 

To  Rev.  Richard  Folwhbls. 

"  Dbar  Sib,  22,  Hirt  Smet,  ShMBUbni?,  Feb.  18,  1891. 

"  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  did  not  write  to  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter,*  because  I  was  aware  that  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  so  speedily  to  follow,  most  bring  him  to 
town.  He  has  come  accordingly ;  but  hitherto  I  nave  not 
been  fortunate  enough  to  see  him.  I  shall,  however,  per- 
severe, and  when  I  succeed  I  wilt  not  fail  to  recommend 
you  to  his  notice  in  the  best  manner  that  I  can.  I  hava 
known  the  Bishop  well,  from  the  time  when  he  was  vp- 
pointed  Head  Master  of  Westminster,  now  many  years 
past;  and,  though  I  cannot  boast  of  particolar  interest 
with  him,  I  think  I  mast  have  as  much  as  any  person  who 
has  no  other  claim  than  that  of  an  old  acquuntance. 

"  I  have  not  been  at  Lichfield  since  the  b^ninning  of 

•  Dr.  W.  Carer  ^i*^  Blibop  of  St.  Aupb,  Siptembar  I3th,  1846,  fn  Ui 
77Ui  jwr.  Sm  >  memoir  ol  him  In  Oeot.  Mtg.  1846,  toL  XXVI.  Nnr 
SerieB,  p.  S33,  tnd  lu«  will  in  p.  661. 
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laat  June,  and  I  shall  not  go  agun  till  the  beginning  of  June 
next.  Consequently  I  have  not  seen  Baitye  for  near  a 
tvelvemonth  ;  but  I  hear  reasonably  good  accounts  of  him. 

"  We  have  just  lost  a  very  rajuable  member  of  our 
canonical  fraternity  in  Dr.  Outram,  who  died  suddenly  on 
Thursday  last.*  I  wish  you  could  supply  his  place ;  bat 
that  canonry  is  connected  with  a  most  populous  living  in 
Birmingham,  which  will  make  it  no  bed  of  roses  for  any 
one  who  succeeds  to  it.  The  Bishop  of  Lichfield  is  the 
sole  and  exclusive  patron. 

"  I  sincerely  join  in  lamenting  the  insufficiency  of  your 
present  livings,  and  the  fmitlesa  labour  which  you  have 
bad,  in  endeavouring  to  conciliate  successive  bishops. 
That  the  present  bishop  will  be  more  attentive  to  your 
merits,  is  more  than  I  will  venture  to  promise ;  t  but  if  he 
should  not  be,  it  will  be  by  no  means  the  fault  of  yours 
very  truly,  Robert  Nabbs." 

"  Mt  deab  Sib, 

"  The  Royal  Society  of  Literature  is  gradually  guning 
form  and  substance,  and,  I  doubt  not,  wifl  turn  out  a  very 
beneficial  institution. 

-  "  It  will  not  be  practicable,  I  fear,  to  obtain  for  you  the 
nomination  to  be  one  of  the  Royal  Associates,  among 
whom  the  King's  bounty  is  to  be  divided— indeed,  i  know 
it  will  not.  But  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being  named  one 
of  the  Honorary  Aasociates,  among  which  class  the  patron- 
age of  the  Society  itself  will  be  distributed,  as  soon  as  it 
becomes  rich  enough  to  patronise  any  persons.  But  as  to 
that  point,  it  is  still  in  its  infancy ;  though,  if  approved, 
it  wilt  rapidly  acquire  strength.  The  plan,  so  far  as  yet 
matured,  I  think  excellent. 

'*  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely,  with  much 
regard,  Robert  Naubs." 

To  J.  B.  Njcholb,  E^q. 

"  DbAS  Sib,  Hut  street,  Mb^  8, 1881. 

"  I  hope  you  wHl  find  an  early  place  for  the  inuosed,t 
*  The  Rev.  Edmand  Outnm,  D.D.  Pabtic  Orator  of  tbi  Uni*ertit<r  of 
Cambridge,  >nd  Rector  of  St.  Philip'i,  Birmingham,  died  Feb.  8th,  1B21. 
See  memaira  of  htm  in  Gent.  Mag.  llzi,  i.  IB4,  469. 

t  Biabojf  Carc^  preiented  Mr.  Folwhde  to  the  TJcaiage  of  St.  NewIjD. 
X  K.  Renew,  it  it  beliSTcd,  of  "  Memoiri  of  the  Mezican  Rerolution ;  bf 
Wdlinn  D»ii  Roblaeoii,"  in  Gent.  Mag.  Ma;,  IBS),  p.  426. 
VOL.  VII.  2  T 
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the  author  being  a  particular  friend  of  mine;  Uiongk  I 
assure  you  I  have  not,  on  that  account,  in  any  degree  ei- 
af^erated  the  pnuae  of  hia  book,  as  you  will  find,  if  yoo 
read  it. 
"  Yours  truly,  &c.  R-  Naeeb. 

To  John  Nichols,  Esq. 
«  My  dear  Sir,  Jone  re,  isa 

"  I  received  with  pleasure  your   recent  volume,*  and 
am  glad  that  you  looked  upon  me  as  a  certun  purehaso'. 
"  I  wish  I  could  have  sent  you  mine,  but  it  ia  IVip- 
hook'8  book,t  and  the  copies  allowed  to  me  were  few. 
•'  Yours,  very  truly,  H-  Naebb. 

"  P.S.  We  are  just  leaving  town." 

To  J.  B.  Nichols,  Esq. 
«  Dkar  Sib,  Jw.  lo,  imj. 

"  I  thank  you  for  reminding  me  that  Gilbert  Wakefield 
waa  the  son  of  George,  Yicar  of  Kington ;  which  yon 
will  see  has  much  corroborated  my  previous  rajnjecture. 

«  Yours  truly,  R.  Narki." 

The  preceding  letter  alludes  to  two  communi- 
cations to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  by  Mr.  Nares, 
signed  Investigator,  which,  as  they  are  on  interest- 
ing subjects,  shall  here  be  reprinted. 

"  Mb.  Urban,  Jul  *,  IWJ- 

«  That  acute  and  indefatigable  book-hunter,  the  bte 
Rev.  John  Brand,  could  doubtless  have  furnished  »n 
amusing  history  of  the  manner  in  which  his  vast  collec- 
tion had  been  fattened  by  stall-feeding.  He  himself  w« 
not  so  fattened.  To  such  a  narrative  I  could  add  > 
mighty  pretty  supplement,  having  not  only  picked  up  •* 
BtaJls  very  cheap  bookSj  of  which  I  was  in  search,  OT^ 
with  still  greater  advantages,  many  excellent  works,  w 
which  I  had  never  heard,  and  probaoly  should  never  have 

•  Vol,  IV.  of  Utmarj  lUnttrationi.  .     . 

t  Mr.  N»r«»'»"Glo«MrTi"  re»i»w«d  bj  the  Eer.  T.  D.  R»l»*«,  ■ 
Gent.  M«g.  1823,  pp.  S3S,  614  ;  the  ooncloding  pingnpfa  !■  «  man: 
•'  Hei«  we  t«lie  onr  leave  of  a  work  which  li  eicoedinglj  intereftiDj,  ii^ 
lamed,  and  oftan  yerj  canons.  It  aoippliei  in  ■  Tery  utUhetorr  ^""^ 
u  ftir  u  it  jtou,  >  great  doiidBratoto  in  oat  litentare.    Th«  'T™??/^ 
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known  at  all,  bat  for  that  mode  of  diacoTcry.  A  sliffht 
inspection  satisfied  me  of  their  nature  and  utility,  and  a 
farther  acquuntance  has  generally  shown  that  I  was 
light;  and  frequently  that  I  had  even  under^rated  them 
in  my  first  hasty  eshniate.  Were  I  to  go  over  my  small 
collection  now,  with  that  particalar  view,  yon  might  be 
famished  from  it  with  no  uninteresting  morsel  of  Diblio- 
graphy. 

"  Stalls  are  not  to  be  despised.  Some  suppose  that, 
by  means  of  priced  catalogues,  public  book  sales,  and 
other  ways,  all  books  of  any  value  are  now  too  well 
known  to  be  found  in  obscure  corners.  I  deny  it,  and 
could  give  reasons  for  my  dissent,  were  it  worth  while. 
But,  granting  it  to  be  true  with  respect  to  the  generality 
of  books  sought  by  curious  collectors,  bow  many  curious 
or  useto]  books  are  there,  which  no  colleetor  has  yet  cried 
up,  no  Patterson  catalogued,  no  Sotheby  or  Evans  knocked 
down?* 

"  But  a  truce  to  this  for  the  present.  I  wish  now  to  com- 
municate to  you  a  discovery,  which  I  fancy  I  have  made, 
respecting  a  book  lately  obtained  from  a  stall.  The  book 
is  neither  ancient,  nor  perhaps  very  scarce,  but  it  con- 
tains a  collection  of  poems  of  more  than  common  merit, 
to  which  no  author's  name  is  annexed.  I  think  I  have 
discovered  the  author,  and  he  deserves  to  be  made  known. 
The  volume  is  a  duodecimo,  published  in  1 767,  and  enti- 
tled '  Bagatelles,  or  Poetical  Trifles.'  This  is  the  half- 
title.  The  full  title  is  as  foUows  :  *  Bagatelles.  In  this 
collection  is  reprinted  the  fragment,  or  Allen  and  Ella, 
which  (unknown  to  the  author)  appeared  some  years 
nnce  under  the  title  of  Collin  (sic)  and  Lucy.f  To  which 
is  subjoined,  a  Journey  to  and  Description  of  the  Para- 
clete, near  the  city  of  Troyes  in  Champagne,  where  Abe- 
lard  and  Ijloisa  were  buried. — Nunc  verm*  et  catera  lU' 
diera  pono. — Hor.  All  by  the  same  hand.  London : 
printed  for  Walkingame,  Dodaley,  &c.' 


autograph  on  the  cover,  DCnr  Id  Mr.  B.  DocVnj'i  poueHion,^ — J.  M. 

t  ■■  What  Collin  and  Lnc^  U  me«>it  I  know  not.  It  cannot  be  llcfcBll'i 
hiaiitifiil  ballad,  which  wai  pobliihed  mmj  ysan  before,  and  heiidea  ia  little 
like  Allen  and  Etta.  It  ii  odd  enough  thai  Moore,  the  author  of  the 
GameMer,  haa  two  poenu  eiaetlj  reaembling  '  Tbe  Lorer  and  tiut  Friend,' 
and  tlie  Smg  to  bi«  Heart.  Onr  author  diitinctlj  dalmi  originalitf  ai  to  the 
flnl.     The  &tter  he  doei  not  notice." 

2t2 
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"  This  collecdon  was  so  &r  noticed,  that  both  you,  Mr. 
Urban,  and  the  Annaal  Register  of  the  same  year,  cited 
at  full  length  a  song,  beginning  '  I  aaid  to  my  heart,  in 
the  way  of  discourse.'  A  very  lively  song  it  is,  and  wat 
lately  reprinted  in  the  Sun,  to  vhich  I  sent  it.  Many 
other  compositions  of  a  similar  kind  are  in  the  book,  and 
other  Poems  of  different  kinds,  but  all  in  a  good  style  of 
poetry.  Among  other  things,  appears  the  Prolof^ 
which  Woodward  spoke  at  Covent  Garden,  on  his  re- 
appearance, after  having  been  four  years  absent  at  Dublin. 
This  Prol(^ue,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  the  time 
(1762),  and  in  some  subsequent  collections,  is  attributed 
to  Woodward  himself,  who  was  never  known  as  a  poet; 
but  here  is  claimed  by  the  anonymous  author.  Here  tlw 
are  found  the  two  inscriptions  in  Jonathan  Tyers's  Gtr- 
dens,  on  a  male  and  female  skull,  beginning  '  Why  start, 
the  case  is  yours,'  &c.  which  I  have  seen  elsewhere ;  yon, 
perhaps,  Mr.  Urban,  can  tell  me  where.  Also  some 
stanzas  left  in  a  Temple  at  Hagley,  '  I  ask'd  the  living 
and  the  dead,'  &c.  Of  the  poems  I  could  send  yon 
several  specimens,  which  would  please  both  you  and  yooT 
readers,  and  will  hereafter,  if  you  desire  it* 

"But  who  was  the  author?  My  conjecture  is  thi>: 
The  dedication  to  '  Peter  Vallete,  esq.'  is  dated,  '  Kings- 
ton-on-Thames, July  10,  L7f>7-'  From  this  indication  1 
fix  on  the  Vicar  of  Kingston,  of  that  time ;  who  was  tbe 
Rev.  George  Wakefield,  the  father  of  the  celebrated  Gil- 
bert Wakefield.  He  was  presented  to  that  living  in  IJ66, 
and  held  it  to  bis  death,  in  February  1 776.  Gilbert,  it 
the  date  of  this  book,  was  only  eleven  years  of  age,  con- 
sequently was  not  likely  to  know  any  thing  of  his  Cher's 
anonymous  publication ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  hsve 
known  it  afterwards.  But  he  picked  up  the  knowledge 
that  his  father  had  been  poetical  in  his  youth;  for  be 
says,  in  the. first  chapter  of  his  own  Life: 

"  '  My  father,  in  bis  youth,  had  occasionally  indulged 
hia  fancy  in  poetical  effusions ;  one  or  two  spedmens  of 
which  came  into  my  hands.  A  translation  of  Pope's 
Eloisa  into  Latin  hexameters,  done  by  him  at  Cambridge, 
I  have  heard  Mr.  Neville,  a  fellow  of  our  college,  spwk 
of  with  approbation.  This  I  never  saw;  but  I  willnb- 
join,  for  the  amusement  of  the  reader,  without  slteriog  • 

■  "  ThsM  we  iihill  be  flail  to  recdTc    Eon." 
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single  word,  a  translation  of  the  fifth  Ode  of  the  first  Book 
of  Horace,  which  is  not  destitute  of  taste  and  spirit.' 

**  It  certainly  is  not,  as  may  be  seen  in  Wakefield's  book. 
This  ode  itself  does  not  appear  in  the  Bagatelles,  which 
would  indeed  be  downright  proof;  but  a  verj  strong  pre- 
sumption arises  from  this,  that  there  are  several  other 
translations  from  Horace,  exactly  in  the  same  style  and 
spirit  For  instance,  the  9th  and  11th  of  book  i.  the  3d 
of  book  ii.  the  1st  and  7th  of  book  iv.  Now,  though 
most  of  these  are  not  in  the  same  stanza  as  that  quoted 
by  his  son,  yet  many  of  his  own  original  poems  are,  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  his  favourite  strain.  As  a  further 
proof  of  his  attention  to  Horace,  be  has  given  also  an 
imitation  of  Sat.  9^  b.  i.  The  version  of  Ude  4,  b.  i.  is 
indeed  in  a  stansa  of  eight  lines,  very  similar  to  that  of 
Ode  5,  b.  i. 

"  Putting  these  things  together,  I  think  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  George  WeJcefield  was  the  author.  His 
tnotto  declares  that  he  then  relinquished  all  such  toys, 
which  fully  accounts  for  the  little  knowledge  his  son  had 
on  the  subject.  His  Bagatelles  were  anonymous;  and,  as 
he  died  before  Gilbert  was  of  age,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he 
had  not  communicated  the  secret  to  him.  The  various 
merits  of  his  little  volume  I  cannot  now  discuss.  But  if 
you,  Mr.  Urban  (and  who  so  likely  ?),  can  throw  any  fur- 
ther light  on  this  subject,  we  can  go  further  into  it  an- 
other  time. 

"  Intbstioatob." 

"  Mb.  UbBAN,  Much  I,  1823. 

"  A  few  words  more  on  the  subject  of  George  Wake-; 
field.  It  is  quite  clear  that  he  and  Edward  Moore  pro- 
duced very  similar  compositions.  Which  borrowed  from 
the  other,  may  not  be  so  easy  to  decide.  Wakefield 
outlived  Moore,  and  therefore  had  the  advantage  of  being 
able,  without  contradiction,  to  assert  his  own  priority  of 
tdaim.  Each  has  a  poem  entitled,  '  The  Lover  and  the 
Friend,'  and  at  the  end  of  W.'s  is  placed  this  note : 

"  '  The  original  copy  of  this  bears  date  previous  to  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Moore's  production.  And,  as  it  was 
read  to  him,  in  an  hour  of  intimacy,  perhaps  somebody 
prevailed  upon  him  to  write  one  similar.' 

"  Possibly  Moore  might  think,  that  as  W,  had  not  yet 
printed  any  poems,  he  probably  never  would.    The  two 
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poetnB,  however,  have  little  in  common,  the  chief  resem- 
blance being  in  the  concluding  stanza.     Moore's  is, 

'  T«iD  tbon^t  1  tbo*  hu  between  nt  roll, 
Hy  lore  u  rootod  In  m;  wnli 
Tba  Tital  blood  thit  wirou  nj  beuti 
With  thf  idea  must  depart ; 
And  Death'i  deciaiTe  atrolce  must  end 
'  At  once  tbt  lorer  and  the  friend.' 

Chalmers's  Poett,  XIT.  p.  91B. 
"  Wakefield's  is  this : 

■  Oh  come,  aad  we  '11  together  haete 
O'er  life's  onoomfbitabU  waste  ; 
Bear  the  sharp  thorn  to  find  the  roae. 
And  smile  at  tnaaitorj  woes  ; 
Keep  the  bri^t  goal  of  Hoh  In  ricrw. 
Not  look  beUod  «■  other*  do. 
Till  Death,  and  only  Death,  shall  end 
At  onoa  the  JMm-  and  Oufritad.' 

"  Excepting  the  trite  and  foolish  conceit  of  the  than 
anj  the  roae,  Wakefield's  is  evidently  much  superior,  sod 
he  deserves  the  preference  throughout  the  poem.  We 
may  suppose  that  Moore  meant  to  take  only  the  subjed 
of  his  friend's  effusion,  but  with  unconscious  recoUectKm 
adopted  his  last  line.  The  resemblance  is  somewhit 
closer  in  the  two  songs  of  '  I  said  to  my  heart.'  But  the 
author  of  '  Bagatelles '  still  maintains  the  superioiity. 
He  begins, 


Will  yon  nerer  be  soften'd  i  snd  yield  to  the  force. 
Of  beisnty,  wit,  sense,  and  good  natare  of  conrse. 
When  yon  know,  snd  well  know,  who  has  had  *em?' 

"  Moore,  in  the  same  measure,  but  a  much  more  com- 
mon stanza,  writes  thus: 

■  Thns  I  said  to  my  heart,  in  a  pet  t'other  day, 
I  had  rather  be  haag'd  than  go  moping  this  way  ; 
No  Orobbings,  no  wishes,  your  momeat*  employ. 
But  you  sleq>  In  my  breast,  without  motion  or  jey.' 

"  He  then  goes  on  about  Chloe,  recites  his  love  for 
Thus,  and  ends  with  a  protestation  to  Phyllis.  All  this 
is  very  flat  The  other  poet  keeps  up  the  dialogue  witli 
spirit,  and  makes  his  heart  thus  conclude  it : 

*  Then  cease  to  condemn  me,  or  blame  yonr  beat  Mmit 
Hence  know,  and  rely  on  me  better ; 
The  moment  I  bear  of  the  giri  who  can  tend 
To  the  bliss  of  yonr  life,  from  beginning  to  eod, 
111  bum,  and  not  rest  tilt  you  get  bcr.' 
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"  The  whole  ballad  ia  so  full  of  poetic  spirit,  that  I 
Tonld  hare  transcribed  it  entire,  had  vou  not  once  before 
printed  it  in  your  Miscellany;  where  moae  who  are  happy 
enough  to  possess  the  set  may  find  it^  in  toI.  XXXvII. 
p.  423.* — Wakefield  has  again  employed  a  similar  thought, 
and  with  good  success.     I  will  transcribe  it  for  this  place : 


w  thought  ei 

Fell  «ml)itlcm,  1  kiunr,  b  od  more, 
With  It  itrngKlo  that  uuioii  grew  tame ; 

And  onr  Tuutiei  STer  gne  o'er. 
In  tha  moment  wo  asSer  for  fame. 

And  nn  Lora  than  obtnda  on  that  braaat. 
Where  dnil  Care  baa  been  quartec'd  to  lon(  ? 


le  bj  labonr  I  merit  r^ioae. 
And  what  then  can  m*  poor  boiom  mean, 

That  it  langnUhei  tha»  day  bj  daj  ? 
Teii  I  gneH,  tho'  I  dare  not  explain, 

Ah,  then,  tall  me,  mj-  haart,  pr'^rOiea  MJ. 
"  Whr  jon  want  to  call  Tmejarda  toot  o«n, 

J)nd  to  plant  on  your  tamjlj  ground  ; 
Independenta  alone  wear  a  tromi, 

lia  ■  kingdom  jon  never  have  tbnod." 
Yea,  to  laj  that  theae  braita  are  mine, 

Hut  be  pleaiure  1  cannot  eipreia  ; 
Heae  my  aheep,  theae  my  Iambi,  thna  mj  UnO, 

"Ha  a  joy  I  am  atill  left  to  goeaa. 
Tat  the  day  may  onoe  come,  when,  like  yoa, 

I  ahall  nod  aome  UMCtnai  in  atore, 
Bat  aUi  1  ^oont  the  many,  how  few 

Who  h«»e  feeilngt  like  my ! 

Then  I'll  seek  one  no  farther,  but  reat 

All  on  him  whom  my  fortune  haa  fbood  1 
Why  ihonld  I  alone  donbt  being  bleat. 

When  he  bleaaei  aa  iuti*eiie  ronnd  ? 


*  "  On  again  referring  to  the  volume,  it  appear*  that  two  other  poema 
from  the  '  Bagatellea '  are  tbere  given.  It  wu  In  the  Annaal  Regiater  for 
the  one  year,  1767,  that  I  bad  aean  the  Anthor'a '  Dialo^ne  with  hia  Heart.' 
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"  Ah!  Umd.  where  eta  tfas diffBreocs  He? 

For  kiod  NaturB  it  equal  to  all  t 
Feed  joar  iheep  Chen  bEiieath  hii  kind  eje. 

And  obef  the  dear  natanl  call." 
Yei  t  tho'  Natore  bat  ealla  me  in  Tain, 

She  is  read;  and  fond  to  obey ; 
For  a  mmmoal  atill  sreater  1  mean. 

And  till  theD  I  in  baniahmeiit  itaj.'     F.  90. 

"  Yours,  &C.  Invbstioatob." 

To  J.  B.  Nichols,  Esq. 
"  Mt  dear  Sib,  Hart  Street,  Hirch,  1813. 

"  Can  you  answer  me  this  question, — 

"  Who  was  the  author  of  a  12mo  Tolume  of  Latin 
Poems,  printed  for  J.  Gray,  Liondon,  in  1729,  under  the 
title  of  *  Umbritii  Cantiarii  Poemata  ? ' 

"  A  Kentish  man,  of  course ;  but  I  find  no  trace  of 
the  person  in  the  preface,  nor,  as  far  as  I  have  searched, 
in  the  poems.* 

"They  form  a  volnme  of  150  pages,  very  neatly 
printed. 

"  You  may  answer  the  query  in  the  Magazine,  if  yon 
can,  and  think  proper. 

"  Yours  truly,  R.  Nabbs. 

"  P.S.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  my  friend  Mr.  Urban 
is  become  nearly  blind;  pray  give  him  my  compliments." 

To  the  Gkntlbman's  Magazine. 

"  Mb.  Urban,  No*.  6, 18!5. 

"  I  mast  beg  your  assistance  to  resist  the  pr<^ress  of 
an  error  (as  I  think  it)  which  threatens  to  become  esta- 
blished  in  our  English  literature.  It  relates  to  John 
Chalkhill,  author  of  the  poem  of  *  Thealma  and  Clear- 
chuB,'  and  of  two  Songs  preserved  in  Walton*s  '  Complete 
Angler.'  An  attempt  is  now  made  to  annihilate  the  said 
John,  and  to  transfer  the  whole  merit  of  his  poetry  to 
one  who  needs  no  addition  to  his  £ur  fame,  even  his 
Mend  and  editor,  Izaak  Walton. 

"  Mr.  S.  W,  Singer,  who  published  a  very  neat  reprint 
of 'Thealma,'  (1S20}  at  the  Chiswick-press,  smd  very 
modestly,  in  a  short  Advertisement, '  I  have  sometimes 
been  inclined  to  doubt  whether  Thealma  and  Clean^ua 
might  not  be  a  youthhil  production  of  his  (Walton's) 
own.  This  is  merely  a  conjecture,  but  the  pastoral  feel- 
*  See  Gent.  M*;.  1BI3,  i.  IM. 
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ing  which  perrades  the  poem  may  give  it  some  colour; 
and  I  do  think  that  he  had  quite  enough  of  the  poef  a 
imagioation  to  have  produced  it.' 

"  Upon  this,  an  unnamed  writer  in  the  '  Betrospective 
Review,'  (vol.  IV.  p.  231,)  has  founded  the  follotviug  bold 
assertion.  '  Mr.  Singer  was  the  first  to  question  the 
authenticity  of  Walton's  statement  [concerning  the  author 
of  the  poem],  and  his  researches  satisfied  him  that  Chalk- 
hill  was  altogether  a  fictitious  personage.'  Unless  this 
statement  was  drawn  from  a  subsequent  declaration  of 
Mr.  Singer,  the  result  of  further  inquiry,  it  is  contradicted 
by  himself  in  the  very  Advertisement  already  quoted.  For 
he  there  says,  of  the  same  poem, '  it  is  said  to  bear  marks 
of  being  only  an  unrevised  fragment,  and  this  is  the  only 
circumstance,  if  true,  that  would  militate  agunst  the  sup- 
position of  its  having  been  written  by  Walton.' 

Now  this  circumstance  does  very  strongly  militate 
against  it,  for  that  it  is  a  fragment,  and  not  completely 
revised  by  its  author,  is  evident;  and  Walton,  who  pub- 
lished it  in  the  last  year  of  his  long  life,  would  hardly 
have  left  it  in  that  state,  used  as  he  was  to  the  exercise 
of  his  pen,  had  it  been  a  juvenile  production  of  bis  own. 
Mr.  Singer,  therefore,  does  not  seem,  when  he  wrote  his 
preface,  to  have  been  latiified  by  his  researches  that  Wal- 
ton wut  the  author.  But  the  gentleman  who  conceived 
him  to  be  so  produces  other  arguments  of  bis  own. — '  It 
is  not  easy  to  conceive,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  (Chalk- 
hill's)  taste  and  talents,  who  enjoyed  the  friendship  of 
Spenser  (as  Walton  asserted),  should  wholly  escape  the 
pan^;yrics  or  censures  of  bis  contemporaries,  and  the  in- 
dustiious  researches  of  poetical  biographers.* — Observe 
here,  that  the  industry  ofsucb  biographers  never  existed 
till  Uie  eighteenth  century.  He  proceeds, '  Had  he  been 
more  than  a  fictitious  personage,  honest  Izask  would 
hardly  have  dismissed  him  with  such  a  brief  and  unsatis- 
foctory  notice :  the  narrative  old  man  would  have  treated 
OS  with  some  of  the  delightful  garrulous  details,  in  which 
he  commemorated  so  many  of  his  literary  friends.  The 
author  of  Thealma,  the  friend  of  Spenser,  and  a  brother 
angler,  certainly  deserved,  and  would  have  received,  a^ 
much  more  ample  allowance  of  biographical  gossip.  The 
conclusion  appears  to  us  inevitable,  that  Cbalkbill  was 
merely  a  mere  nomme  de  gwrre,  like  Peter  Hndar  or  Barry 
Cornwall.' 
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"  The  writer  then  admits  some  possUnlity  of  doaht 
whether  Walton  might  be  the  author,  bat  strong!;  ex- 
presses his  own  conviction  that  he  was :  a  concliunon 
whidi  he  attempts  to  establish  by  arguments. 

"  The  ai^nments,  however,  are  spedous,  and  hare  con< 
sequentty  convinced  the  Editor  of  a  very  recent  and  ele- 

Snt  edition  of  the  'Complete  Angler;'  whether  Mr. 
ajor,  the  publisher,  or  some  friend  for  him.  (P.  xlix.) 
Thus  the  opinion  gains  6re>h  force.  Yet  it  is,  probably, 
quite  false.  The  honest,  guileless  Isaak,  was  little  likely 
to  pubHsfa  his  own  vorses  under  a  Adse  name ;  which  he 
did  thirty  years  before  he  sent  out  '  Thealma,*  if  John 
Chalkhill  meant  himself;  for  the  '  Complete  Anglex,' 
where  Chalkhill's  two  songs  are  given,  was  first  published 
in  1655.  As  unlikely  was  he  to  crown  such  a  fiction  by  a 
fictitious  character  oif  tlie  supposed  author,  and  to  assert 
it  for  truth.  '  I  have  also  this  troth  to  say  of  the  author, 
that  he  was  in  his  time  a  man  generally  known  and  as 
well  bedoved ;  for  he  was  humble  and  obbgii^  in  his  be- 
haviour, a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  very  innocent  and  pru- 
dent; and  indeed  his  whole  life  was  useful,  quiet,  and 
virtuous.  Ood  send  the  story  may  meet  wi^,  or  make 
all  his  readers  like  him.*  Could  this  be  Walton  writing 
(^  a  non-entity,  or  of  himself? 

"  Still  more  improbable  is  it  (if  more  can  be),  that  be 
should  so  bepraise  the  poem,  if  bis  own ;  saying  that  in 
it  the  reader  '  will  find  many  hopes  and  fears  finely 
punted,  and  feelingly  expressed : '  and  that  it '  will  leave 
m  him  more  sympathising  and  virtuous  impressions  than 
ten  times  so  much  time  spent  in  impertinent,  critical,  and 
needless  disputes  about  religion.'  This  from  the  truly 
modest  and  humble  Walton,  who  seemed  not  to  know,  or 
not  to  think  of  asserting,  his  own  most  undoubted  merita! 
Impossible  \ 

"  But,  to  quit  conjectures,  what  if  the  real  John  Chalk- 
hill  may  yet  he  traced,  as  I  think  he  may. 

"  In  the  south  cloister  of  Winchester  Cathedral  is,  or 
was  very  lately,  a  monument  to  a  John  Chalkhill,  of  that 
very  period ;  a  Fellow  of  Winchester  College,  whose  chi^ 
racter,  as  given  in  the  inscription,  singularly  accords  witli 
part  of  that  given  by  Walton. 

"'  H.  S.  E. 

"  *  Joan.  Chalkhill,  A.M.  hujos  Coll'ii  Annos  46  Sodns, 
vir  quoad  vixit,  Solitudine  et  Silentio,  Temperantia  et 
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Castitate,  Orationibaa  et  Eneemosynis,  CootemplatioDe  et 
Sanctimonia,  Ascetis  vel  primitivis  par ;  qui  cnm  &  par- 
vulo  in  r^nam  coelorum  viam  fecit,  Octogenarius  rapuit, 
aodicMuj,  1679/* 

"  Now  as  Walton  died  at  Winchester,  in  the  prebendal 
house  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hawkins,  which  probably  he 
bad  always  been  accustomed  to  visit,  so  attached  was  h« 
to  his  daughter  and  her  husband,  he  doubtless  personally 
knew  and  much  esteemed  this  Mr.  Chalkhill ;  and  knew 
of  him  all  that  he  has  expressed  in  his  eulogy.  Nor  is 
it  improbable  that,  in  the  records  of  the  College  at  Win- 
Chester,  more  particulars  of  him  may  yet  be  discoTered ; 
^ich,  if  Dr.  Nott  would  kindly  examine,  he  would  con- 
fer an  additional  &Toar  upon  the  friends  of  English  lite- 
rature. 

"  The  only  objection  that  I  perceive  arises  from  the 
date  (1678)r  subjoined  to  Walton's  pre&ce;  that  being 
the  year  previous  to  the  death  of  Cbiukhill,  according  to 
the  monument.  He  probability  is,  that  this  date  has  no 
reference  to  the  preface,  which  was  most  likely  to  be 
written  near  the  time  of  the  publication,  in  1683.  It 
might,  therefore,  only  mark  the  time  when  the  poem  was 
put  into  Walton's  hands  by  its  author ;  being  exactly  » 
-'ear  before  his  death.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  thmk  we  have 
lere  a  memorial  of  the  real  John  ChalkhUL 

"  I  have  no  wish  to  deny  the  poetical  powers  of  Izaak 
Walton:  bis  verses  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Donne,  ^irove  not 
only  that  he  had  them,  bat  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  ex- 
hibit them  with  his  name.  He  wrote  also,  and  published, 
verses  addressed  to  soveral  poets ;  to  G.  Herbert,  Alex. 
Brome,  Shirley,  Cartwright,  and  a  few  lines  to  be  sub- 
joined to  the  portrait  of  Donne.  I  think  it  also  most 
Cibable  that  he  wrote  some  of  the  anonymous  songs  in 
Angler,  But  let  him  not  be  made  answerable  for  a 
poem  which  be  did  not  write ;  and  for  artifices  of  fiction, 
which  be  surely  would  have  considered  as  nothing  less 
than  diahonest.  Nor  let  a  real  man  be  annihilated,  of 
whom  more,  perhaps,  may  yet  be  discovered.  N."t 

•  '•  OnaieBiLthorit]'ofkHUtiiT7<rfWindiatBr  dUwdral,  2*oU.19ao. 
pabliibad  Id  1773,  and  often,  tbon^  cmHWonal)>,  attribnted  to  TbM.  War- 
ton,  who  pDbliihed  onlr  a  tingla  null  Tolame  as  tlut  rabject." — Sn 
Dnke**  Slukipere,  toL  1.  p.  607,  who  retatea  Naraa'aidu  that  Jobs  Chalk- 
hill,  FtUow  of  WorceatcT  CoUcga,  wa«  the  poet— J.  M. 

t  Thia  lettBT  Ksma  to  have  teitlcd  the  qncatioii.  See  a  letter  of  Mr.  Joha 
Major,  In  the  ume  Tolame,  p.  493. 
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To  J.  B.  N1CHOL8,  £aq. 

"  Dkab  Sir,  Hut  Stnat,  Not.  II,  ISSS. 

"  I  sent  you  a  paper  latdy  on  John  Chalthill,  *  wliich 
I  hope  you  lik^,  and  will  insert  in  your  next,  for  I  am 
impatient  to  contradict  those  vho  want  to  annihilate  him, 

"  Can  you  help  me  to  a  copy  of  vol.  V.  of  Atterbury's 
Correapondence.  I  have  the  four  from  the  collection  of 
my  friend  the  late  good  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  did 
not  know  that  a  fifth  had  appeared  till  very  lately.  Of 
course  I  hare  much  desire  to  obtain  it,  and  if  you  can 
help  me  to  it  you  will  do  me  a  great  faTour. 

"  My  best  regards  attend  Mr.  Nichols,  Sen,  and  I  re- 
mtun  faithfully  yours,  R.  Nabbs." 

"  Dear  Sib,  No*,  h.  wes. 

"  I  thank  you  for  sending  the  proof.t  I  have  corrected 
Bome  oversights  of  my  own  occasioned  by  hasty  writing. 
Tour  press  was  very  correct. 

"  I  leave  now  an  article  for  your  Review,  if  you  will 
accept  it  J 

"Yours  truly,  R.  Nabbs. 

"  P.S.  I  am  sorry  the  5th  of  Atterbary  is  so  difficult 
to  be  procured." 

To  Rev.  RiCHABD  Polwbblb. 

"  Mt  DEAB  Sir,  Liohflold,  April  6,  IBM. 

"  I  will  begin  with  good  news,  by  telling  you  that  on 
my  arrival  here,  I  find  our  friend  Baiiye§  in  the  highest 
hmth.  He  is  creating  a  villa  within  two  miles  of  this 
dty — it  is  a  beautiful  spot — which  occupation  f^ves  him 
amusement,  exercise,  air,  and  does  him  the  greatest  good 
imaginable.  Mrs.  Naren  walked  with  me  to  the  place  this 
morning,  and  found  him  there,  fiill  of  his  improvements 
executed  and  projected.  Nothing  could  be  more  pros- 
perous.   This  IS  the  man  whom  report  dared  to  kill ! 

"  The  remainder  of  my  communication  will  not  be  so 
pleasant;  for  I  must  awuien  yon  from  your  golden  dream 

*  Tlie  preceding  cwnnmnkttiOD. 

t  or  Ibe  preoediiig  utide  od  CtnlkMI. 

t  Of  ERcis'i  Letter  t«  Sir  Edmrd  Kutobbnll.  Sa«  QnO.  Hu.  Nor. 
1823,  p.  446. 

i  Hie  RcT.  Hugh  BiflfB,  Cinon  of  Lichfield,  died  Jane  9th,  1SS3.  Sm 
OenL  Hig.  Tol.  CIII.  il.  B9,  uid  thlrtj-eight  lettera  of  Itli  to  Ht.  Polwbde 
in  the  Mine  Tohune,  pp.  101,  931,411.  See  alw  otber  Utter*  in  PolwlMle'i 
"  BeminiicenMi,"  i.  101, 131. 
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of  ooe  handred  guineas  per  annum,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
that  your  appointment  at  the  Royal  Society  of  literature 
g^ves  you  honour  only,  for  the  present  at  least. 

"  The  Honorary  Associates  form  the  class  from  which 
the  Royal  Associates,  under  patronage,  must  be  elected. 
Their  number  is  indefinite ;  hut  the  others  are  at  present 
limited  to  ten,  which  number  is  now  full.  The  names 
of  the  persons  chosen  you  will  probably  have  seen  in  the 
papers.  They  are  men  of  hterary  merit,  whose  circum- 
stances require  assistance.  When  the  Society  grows  rich, 
should  it  do  so,  the  intention  is  to  hare  more  Associates  of 
the  first  cUss,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Society.  But 
at  present  there  are  none,  except  those  endowed  by  tixe 
munificence  of  his  Majesty,  our  Founder.  No  access  to 
this  class,  therefore,  can  be  had  but  by  means  of  vacancies 
made  by  death  or  resignation,  which  uitter  is  not  likely  to 
happen.  The  election  of  these  is  rested  in  the  Council 
of  the  Society. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Society  prospers  well,  con- 
sidering that  it  is  only  in  the  first  year  of  its  establishment. 
The  first  anniversary  will  he  on  tne  29th  of  this  month. 

"  I  shall  send  this  under  cover  to  Mr.  Davies  Oilbert^ 
who  will  doubtless  forward  it  to  you  with  the  first  oppor- 
tunity.    I  remain,  dear  Sir,  very  much  yours, 

"  KOBBBT  N&BBB." 

"  Mt  dbab  Sir,  D&wiisii,  Sept.  id,  1834. 

"  Tou  have  done  me  a  very  unexpected  honour  in 
addressing  a  Poetical  Epistle  to  me ;  *  but  it  will  he  some 
time  yet  before  I  can  estimate  the  value  of  the  compliment, 
as  we  are  returning  home  at  a  very  slow  pace.  I  doubt 
not,  however,  that  the  production  will  prove  worthy  of 
you,  and  much  more  than  worthy  of  me. 

"  Our  worthy  President,  the  Bishop  of  St.  DaTid's,t  is 
much  more  able  to  forward  your  Epistle  to  his  Majesty, 
if  be  will  undertake  it.  My  own  book  (Glossary)  was 
dedicated  to  his  Majesty  through  the  intervention  of  a 
friend ;  but  I  gtuned  no  approaiSi  in  consequence. 

"  Yours  very  much,  Robert  Xares." 

*  "  An  Epictle  to  Archdneon  Nirei,  ito.  1BZ4.'* 

t  Dr.  Bnrgeaa,  kfterwsnb  BUbop  of  SaUibnrj.  He  died  Feb.  !9th,  1837. 
Se«  Utenrr  Anecdotei,  VII.  bb,  624 ;  *nd  ■  nwflioir  of  him  ia  Gent.  Mm. 
New  Serin,  tdI.  VII.  p.  938. 
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To  J.  B.  Nichols,  Ewj. 

'^y  DBAR  Sib,  But  Street,  Dec  11, 1S34. 

"  I  send,  for  your  Review,  an  account  of  a  new  trans- 
lation of  Terence,*  by  a  friend  and  contemporary  of  mine 
at  Westminster.  I  hope  you  will  e;ive  it  an  eany  place, 
and  will  favour  me  with  ^ree  or  four  copies,  on  slips, 
when  printed  off. 

"  Yours,  very  truly,  R.  Nabbs." 

Mr.  Archdeacon  Narbs  to  the  Editob  of  the 

ObNTLEUAn'b  MAQAZlNB.f 

"  Sib,  Oct.  H,  I92S. 

**  Affectation  and  ignorance  are  always  at  work  to  cor- 
rupt langua^;  and  even  when  it  has  been  rused  to  a 
good  standard  of  purity,  by  the  writings  of  men  of  genius 
and  learning,  the  same  perverse  agents  are  still  at  work  to 
introduce  innovations  or  alterations.  These  spurious  ad- 
ditions afford  the  first  symptom  of  the  decline  of  any  lan- 
guage from  purity,  and  ought  to  be  watched  and  resisted. 
There  is  no  power  so  likely  to  effect  this  purpose  as  the 
influence  of  periodical  publications,  among  which  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  has  long,  very  long,  maintained  a 
most  respectable  situation. 

The  affected  term  imlated  was  long  ago  strenuously 
opposed  by  a  writer  in  the  British  Critic,  as  may  be  seen 
in  Todd's  Edition  of  Johnson's  Dictionary ;  but  the  critic, 
whoever  he  was,  did  not  recollect  that  Warburton  bad  in- 
troduced it,  as  Todd  proves  by  a  quotation.  Warburton, 
however,  with  all  his  power  of  mind,  was  far  from  writing 
a  pure  style;  nor,  if  Lord  Chesterffeld  be  proved  also  to 
have  used  it,  can  that  sufficiently  defend  toe  term,  or  its 
cognate  verb  to  isolate.  Mr.  Todd,  therefore,  unites  with 
the  anonymous  critic  in  condemning  it  as  a  most  affected 
word.  Nevertheless,  though  the  British  Critic  pro- 
nounced that  it  was  not  English,  and  hoped  that  it  never 
would  be,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that,  at  the  present  day 
it  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  established.  So  difficult  ia  it 
to  resist  injudicious  innovation. 

Against  another  spurious  word,  yon,  Mr.  Urban,  most 
assist  in  defending  us.     This  is  the  word  compete ;  which, 

*  "Six  Comedies  of  TsT«iK«;  truuUted  by  th«  Ber.  G.  SMzknlle Cotter, 
M.  A.  fomerlT  Captaio  of  WertmiDiUr  Scbocrt,  knd  u  tctor  hi  tfarae  of  Um 
Comediee."  Sto.     See  the  Renew  in  Oeot.  Hif.  Dec.  1824,  p.  543. 

t  Bj  some  aecideni  tbii  letter  oever  ippured  in  tlie  Hicuiae. 
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^ough  it  is  not  defended  by  k  single  quotatioD  in  the 
latest  edition  of  Johnson,  nor  even  admitted  at  all,  is  now 
thrusting  itself  into  notice  in  almost  every  new  pablicar 
tion.  The  writers,  I  presume,  consider  it  as  an  improre- 
ment,  or  as  a  novel  elegance ;  but,  as  the  languaze  flon- 
lished  to  our  days  without  it,  we  surely  may  reject  the 
stranger.  I  thinV,  but  cannot  prove,  that  it  was  first  in- 
troduced from  North  Britain.  I  have  remarked  the  fol- 
lowing instances  in  very  modem  works.  First  in  the 
Retrospective  Review  {a  very  excellent  publication), 
Tol.  VII.  p.  71.  '  The  man  who  could  make  a  brazen 
bead  speak,  m^ht  surely  compete  with  the  author  of  the 
milk  of  roses.*  Again,  in  the  new  edition  of  Gibber's 
Apology,  by  Mr,  Bellchambers,  p.  272,  'This  Harper 
was  a  just  and  spirited  comedian,  who  had  the  honour  to 
compete  with  Quin  in  FalsUff.'  Thirdly,  in  the  Classical 
Journal  for  June,  1BZ5,  p.  255,  '  In  grace  and  polish  of 
manner,  few  of  the  later  Roman  writers  con  con^ete  witit 
him'  [CalphnmiDS.] 

"  Now  I  contend  that  all  these  paseaeea  might  be 
better  expressed  without  this  on&nthorised,  un-^glish, 
word. 

"  So  much  for  affectation.  But  it  required  the  ud  of 
ignorance  so  to  misapply  a  word,  as  the  substantive  avo- 
cation is  now  continually  misused.  *  An  avocation,  pro* 
perly  speaking,  is  that  which  calls  a  person  off  from  his 
regular  and  cmef  occupation,  or  vocation.'  It  is  correctly 
BO  distinguished  in  the  letters  of  that  very  superior 
woman,  I^dy  Hervey.  '  But  my  occupations  and  avoca- 
tiona  have  lately  been  so  many  tiiat  I  have  not  had  time,' 
&c  Letter  xxxi.  p.  7^.  In  the  fragments  of  poor  R. 
Bloomfield's  writings,  called  his  Remains,  we  have  a 
strong  instance  of  the  improper  use:  'Man  neglects  his 
proper  .avocation,  agriculture,  to  go  in  search  of  black 
eyes  and  bloody  noses,  commonly  called  military  glory,* 
ToL  ii.  p.  52.  But  Bloomfield  is  not  answerable  for  this, 
as  he  quotes  it  from  an  obscure  journal,  the  Publicans' 
Newspaper,  But  in  the  best  reputed  journals  of  the  pre- 
sent day  the  same  ignorant  misapplication  of  the  term 
may  continually  be  seen.  Why  is  this  ?  Simply  because 
avocation  is  a  fine  sounding  word,  much  more  shewy  than 
business,  employment,  Bcc.  But  if  a  man's  regular  calt- 
mg  is  to  be  termed  his  avocation,  I  would  ask  from  what 
it  calls  him  off  ?     Yet  such  is  the  etymological  and  neces- 
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s&ry  meaning  of  the  word  (composed  of  a  from,  and 
voco  to  call),  that  common  sense  requires  it  onl^  to  be 
nsed  when  there  is  a  calling  away  mm  something  that 
would  otherwise  be  done. 

"  PBIBCIAN." 

"  Mr.  Urban,  •         Bloonidmrr,  Hudi  SO,  1S2C. 

"  A  very  neat  edition  (b^ng  the  sixth)  of  the  exqninte 
'Poemata'  of  Vinny  Bourne,  as  Cowper  affectioDately 
calls  him,  has  very  recently  issued  from  an  Oxford  press ; 
concerning  which  I  only  regret  that  I  had  not  known  the 
editor  and  his  intentions  before  the  book  appeared.  I 
could  have  pointed  out  a  few  of  the  poems  which  were 
inadvertently  inserted  in  the  quarto  edition  of  1772, 
though  not  productions  of  Bourne;  and  I  could  hare 
assigned  them  to  the  real  authors.  These  notices  I 
obtained  on  the  authority  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Lloyd,  so 
long  under-master  of  Westminster  School,  communicated 
to  me  by  the  late  excellent  Dean  of  Westminster,  Dr. 
Vincent,  I  could  also  have  furnished,  from  the  same  in- 
telligence, an  Epilogue  to  '  Terence's  Eunuch,'  spoken  at 
Westminster  in  174^}  t^nd  pointed  out  another  Epilogue, 
spoken  after  the  '  Phormio,*  which  is  printed  in  Fopham's 
'Selecta  Poemata  Anglonim'  (vol.  III.  p.  9),  hut  there 
erroneously  called  a  Prologue.  Either  or  both  of  these  I 
will  take  an  opportunity  of  sending  to  you,  if  you  should 
wish  to  have  them.*  They  will  then  be  ready  for  any 
future  edition,  or  may  he  added  to  this,  on  an  ad<Htional 
half  sheet ;  which,  as  there  is  already  an  Appendix  of  two 
leaves,  may  very  easily  be  done. 

"  One  of  the  poems,  entitled  '  Ad  Tempos'  (p.  196),  ia 
the  property  of  Dr.  Jortin,  and  appears  in  his  'Tracts,' 
vol.  I.  p.  14.  The  first  stanza  is  difierent,  and  there  are 
some  omissions,  but  the  composition  in  general  is  Jortin's. 
This  was  not  in  the  original  editions  of  Bourne,  but  in- 
troduced by  the  editor  of  the  quarto  (whoever  be  was),  as 
well  as  the  other  erroneous  insertions.  Another  poem 
entitled  '  Votum,'  (p.  275)  is  also  the  property  of  Jortin, 
and  is  printed  in  his  '  Tracts,'  vol,  I.  p.  9,  This  and  the 
former  were  both  published  by  Jortin,  in  his  'Lusua 
Poetici.'     These  things,  therefore,  should   be  set  ri^L 

*  Vincent  Bonnie'i  "  Epilogiu  in  Ennncboia  Terentii  1746,  h  printed  m 
Gent  Hig.  1836,  t.  450;  ud  tbc  "  Epiiogvi  in  Fhonnionein  "  ■■  1896,  H. 
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Bourne  is  rich  enough  in  his  oirn  compositions  to  have 
no  need  of  borrowing.  The  few  others  falsely  attributed 
to  him  were  written,  I  think,  by  contemporary  West- 
minsters ;  whose  names  are  noted  in  my  copy,  from  Dr. 
Lloyd's  information. 

"  The  new  edition  seems  to  be  copied  exactly  from  the 
qnarto,  except  that  two  very  admirable  Letters,  which 
there  stand  at  the  end,  are  here  very  properly  prefixed, 
preceded  only  by  such  a  sketch  of  the  author's  life  as 
the  very  scanty  materials  now  to  be  obtained,  enabled  the 


ity 
-ply, 


editor  to  sup] 

"  Ang  20,  1826. 

"  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  that  a  great  part  of 
"  Bpilogus  in  Phormionem"*  is  wanting;  and  that  we  have 
here  only  the  beginning,  and  the  final  couplet.  It  was  never 
the  custom  to  have  Epilogues  so  very  short :  and  there  is 
little  in  this,  as  it  stands  here,  worthy  the  pen  of  Bourne. 

"  Of  the  poems  falsely  ascribed  to  Bourne,  in  the  4to, 
of  1772,  that  In  Miltonum,  p.  4G,  was  written  by  Peter 
Keith,  who  acted  Dorothea  in  Ignoramus,  et  West- 
minster, in  I7SO. 

«  Rationes  Boni  et  Mali,  &c.  p.  209,  were  by  Hill ; 
probabW  Joshua  Hill,  elected  to  Oxford  in  1738,  with 
Ahp.  Markham. 

*'  Ad  Tempus,  p.  224,  by  Jortin. 

"  Camera  obscura,  p.  246,  by George,  of  whom  I 

know  nothing  more. 

"  Latema  Megalographica,  p.  27O,  by  Walter  Titley, 
who  afterwards  left  exhibitions  to  the  ScnooL 

"  Sonus  propagatur  per  Aera,  p.  274>,  by  Dr.  Caleb 
Hardinge,  younger  brother  of  Nicholas  Hardinge,  of 
whom  see  Nichols,  Lit.  Anec.  vol.  V.  p.  3^8. 

"  In  obitum  Decani  Aldricb,  p.  286,  by  Juhn.Wigan, 
elected  to  Oxford  in  1714,  the  same  year  that  Vincent 
Bourne  went  to  Cambridge. 

"  Votum,  p.  314,  by  Jortin. 

"  Tours,  &c.    R.  N." 

"  Mr.  Urban,  lichHdd  ciota,  Aog.  ic,  lese. 

"  I  need  not  relate  to  you  the  History  of  James  Elphin- 
ston,  the  learned  schoolmaster,  whose  forty  years'  corre- 
spondence  with  various  eminent  persons,  Dr,  Johnson 
•  See  Ganl.  M«g.  1B36,  li.  231. 
VOL.  VII.  2  U 
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among  the  rest,  was  publiahed  in  six  volames  12mo.  in 
1 791-  He  formed  a  new  system  of  spelling,  in  hopes  of 
making  it  agree  with  the  sound,  which  certainly  it  doe* 
not  at  present.  But  the  form  of  his  orthography,  or 
pseudography,  was  so  disgusting  and  unintelli^ble,  that 
it  gained  no  favour,  though  recommended  by  the  author 
in  various  elaborate  volumes,  and  his  correspondence 
remains  as  unknown  to  the  world  in  general  as  if  printed 
in  a  barbarous  language.  It  is  all  printed  according  to 
bis  system,  and  is  really  unintelligible,  without  some 
study.  But  the  six  volumes  contain  many  things  of 
value.  Four  only,  in  fact,  are  correspondence ;  the  fifth 
and  sixth  consist  of  poetry,  English  and  Latin,  by  Mr. 
Slpbinston  and  his  friends.  It  is  a  relief  when  we  come 
to  the  Latin,  for  that  is  printed  as  usual ;  but  the  Engliih 
is  a  perpetual  puzzle.     It  is  Greek  to  the  generality. 

"  The  sixth  volume  opens  with  a  poem  in  four  books; 
the  subject  is  education,  which  the  author  had  studied 
theoretically  and  practically ;  and  I  think  you  will  ac- 
knowledge, trojn  me  specimen  I  subjoin  (translated  into 
current  Englbh),  that  it  ia  neither  ill-conceived  nor  ill 
versified. 

EDDCAnoH.    Book  I. 

Of  lU  ths  art*  thkthoDDnr  hamiu-kiud, 
Hm  fint  mnit  Em  the  culture  of  the  mind  ; 
Aod  of  the  labjecta  that  our  ure  emploj. 
The  miMt  momeDloui  ia  tha  riaing  birj. 

How  then  to  form  the  infut  head  and  heart, 
To  mould  Che  outward  with  the  inward  part; 
To  trace  young  geniui  trom  its  latent  ■prin^, 
T'  Bi|ilore  what  each  deuiee,  and  what  it  brioga  ; 
3"  improve  the  power*,  bi  Nature  bidi  them  pUf, 
To  make  the  paaaioD*  own  blaud  Reaaon'a  iwaj ; 
To  rear  the  child  to  jouth,  the  youth  to  nun. 
Be  my  adTCDt'ron*  theme.*    Behold  the  plan. 
On  which  T  forai'd  the  great  of  ev'ry  age, 
Inapir'd  the  hero,  and  iUum'd  the  fge  ; 
On  which  a  Samual  or  a  Cyrn*  roie  ; 
Whence  ei'ry  ait,  and  er'ty  icienc«  flowa  i 
Pathi  which  tlie  aona  of  viadom  idH  have  trod. 
Hail,  patbi  thrice  hononr'd  by  the  Son  of  God  ! 
Great  Sire  of  all  [  aend  thy  bleat  daughter  down, 
Ily  mighty  parcDt,  and  my  ante  renown, 
Wudom ;  my  ajatem  and  my  Mug  to  guide. 
■-  "  -■-   PBdia'a  n'ry  son  pi     '" 


Mocih  to  the  tuf  KM  moat  the  tntor  owe : 

*    Padia,  or  Education,  ii  the  «p««ker. 
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Nij  omeh.  ye  msidi,  it  booU  how  llrat  ja  Uod ; 


mach,  ya  nnrsei,  hoir  jt  m 
Heildi  the  fint  care  commuuli ;  avoid  eiceu 
or  hut  or  cold,  of  aliment  ar  dren. 
Bat,  O  Jt  pareoti,  uts  your  charming  boy. 
For  yonn  It  ii  to  utc  or  to  deBtniy. 
Ye  tender  danun  will  ne'er  deny  the  food 
That  er'ry  dam  ditp«nw«  to  hn  brood. 
Shall  iMttnct  t«*di  the  parenti'  part  to  play. 
And  reaaon  God  and  natare  <Uiobey  ? 
H«a  Natara  poar'd  her  own  nactaiwu  tide 
But  to  iMtaiB  yoor  pleainre  or  your  pride  ? 
Or  can  ehe  niMtitntB  a  foreign  flood. 
To  mlngU  noblest  with  ignohleat  blood  ? 
To  form  ■  changeling,  or,  in  part  Or  whole, 
A  tainted  body,  and  ■  sordid  *onl  ? 
Health,  trait  me  fair,  attenda  on  duty's  eaU, 
"Ta  Natnra'i  rdxl  that  ti  langaor'i  thrall. 
Bnt  come,  ye  bleat,  ye  real  mothen,  say, 
When  on  Uw  milky  momit  the  rackling  lay. 
Whan  year  fbnd  an»i  incloa'd  the  imiluig  hoy. 
Did  e'er  yonr  boaoma  beat  with  inch  a  joy  ? 
Did  erer  Beanty's  self  appear  so  bright. 
Or  Modesty  afford  u  fine  a  sight  ? 
Did  e'ar  the  Virgin  bloih  in  higher  Bharms, 
Than  with  her  Son  and  Savionr  in  her  arms  ? 

"  Thus  roQch  for  a  spcxumen.  More  uiotber  time,  if 
you  wish  it,  from  Yours  &c.     R.  N." 

To  J.  B.  Nichols,  Esq. 
''  My  DBAR  Sib,  Haii  Stwet,  Dec.  i,  1826. 

*'  Your  worthy  father  liyed  so  long,  in  so  general  es- 
teem and  respect,  that,  making  all  allowance  for  the  feel- 
ing of  a  good  son,  I  cannot  but  think  it  a  subject  for 
your  gratitude  to  the  Almighty,  that  his  departure  hence 
was  attended  with  so  Utue  of  previous  suffering  or 
anxiety. 

"  Wishing  you  spirits  to  renew  all  your  pursoits,  and 
luocesB  in  them,  I  remain  rery  faithfully  yours,  &c. 

"  R.  Nabbs." 

"  Dbar  Sib,  F*.  19, 1827. 

"  It  maj'  be  of  use  to  get  the  inclosed  into  the  next 
Magaane,  if  il  can  be  done  with  convenience. 

"  Yours  truly,  R.  Nabbb." 

"  Mr.  Urban,  Feb. »,  ib«t. 

"  The  Rev.  Joseph  Blanco  White,  first  known  to  the 

British  public  by  his  allusive  names  of  Leucadio  Dobtado, 

prefixed  to  his  valoable  Letters  on  Spain,  has  since  been 

2  u2 
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indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  ^ard  bis  adopted 
country  (the  country  of  bis  ancestors)  ^m  the  snares 
and  tyranny  of  Popery.  In  his  <  Practical  and  internal 
Evidence  against  Catholicism,'*  after  describing  the 
struggles  and  fluctuations  of  his  ovn  mind,  in  his  periloos 
transition  from  inculcated  error  to  discovered  truth,  he 
addressed  the  impartial  among  his  former  brethren,  on 
the  errors  and  abuses  of  their  Church.  In  a  tract  of  still 
more  extensive  utility,  he  has  since  addressed  a  warning 
to  the  lower  classes  of  this  country  ;t  thereby  demon- 
strating not  only  the  sincerity  but  the  disinterested  cha- 
racter of  his  zeal  for  truth.  ^  But  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of 
eulogising  that  excellent  man,  much  as  he  deserves  eul<^, 
that  I  now  take  up  the  pen,  but  to  revive  the  knowledge 
of  a  similar  case,  which  occurred  a  century  ago. 

"  About  the  year  1714,  a  Spanish  priest,  whose  name 
was  Anionio  Gavin,  being  disgusted  with  the  superstitions 
in  which  he  had  been  educated,  escaped  to  England  in 
the  disguise  of  an  officer.  He  bad  been  a  secular  priest 
in  the  city  of  Saragossa,  and  was  there  known  as  such  to 
Lord  Stanhope,  and  other  English  gentlemen.  Arrived 
in  London,  and  understanding  that  our  Church  would  re- 
ceive him,  if  his  claim  to  orders  in  his  own  church  could 
be  established,  and  the  sincerity  of  his  conversion  evinced, 
he  applied  to  the  Bishop  of  London  for  that  purpose. 

•  "  Reviewed  in  Gent.  Mag.  toI.  XCII.  ii.  p.  44fi. 

t"  "  Entitled  '  He  Poor  Mui'i  PmerratlTe  againit  Popery.' 

t  "  Having  given  &wa;  the  eapjrirht.— A  hiot  or  two  od  tha  mlqect  of 
what  ii  called  the  Catholic  Qneation,  1  cuinot  rafraJD  from  capjing  from  thia 
tract. — '  There  is  indesd  no  reuon  for  -eldier  fear  or  snapicion,  with  regaid 
to  tbe  Roman  Catfaolici  of  theae  kingdomt,  ai  Ions  aa  both  the  OcneniBeBt 
and  the  ParllanieiiC  remain  porelr  ProteitaDt ;  bnt  I  would  not  uiwo-  fgr 
the  conaaqoencea,  if  the  Pope,  throngh  hia  prieata,  conld  obtain  an  nnder- 
hand  influence  in  either.'    P  8 

"  '  Had  I  a  voice  that  conld  be  heard  from  north  to  aooth,  and  fran 
«ait  to  weat.  in  these  iilanda,  I  would  uae  it  to  warn  everj  riiiiirtant 
agalnit  the  wilea  of  Ronei  wilei  and  arta,  indeed,  of  >o  anbtle  and  dia- 
gnieed  a  natare,  that  I  feel  aaaurrd  manj  of  the  freeborn  Britona  who  an 
made  tlm  initramenti  and  promotera  of  them,  do  not  ao  mnch  aa  dremm  of 
the  inare  into  which  tbejr  are  trjiing  (o  decoy  their  coanlTTniaD.  Sod)  aa 
believe  that  Popery,  if  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  lawi  of  England,  wosU 
not  moat  ateodily  aim  at  the  min  of  Proteitantiam.  even  at  the  pl^  riak 
of  apreading  the  moat  rank  infidelity,  ahonld  be  aent  to  leant  the  chaimcter 
of  that  religion  where  II  prevaila  nncontrolled ;  where  I  have  teuat  it 
dnring  five  and  twenty,  yeara  in  dncere  aubmianon,  and  for  ten  in  aeeiat 
rebellion.'     P.  M. 

< '  I  hare  been  told,  and  it  ia  not  improbable,  that  in  aomc  placaa  eDdoa- 
voora  have  been  made  to  peranade  the  eommon  people  that  no  aoc^  aaao 
aa  iUiiaeo  WlUlt  eiiata,  and  that  the  whole  i«  a  met«ftbricatioa." 
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Some  temporary  difficaltr  arose  from  the  want  of  his  let- 
ters of  oraers,  which  the  fear  of  being  detected  in  his 
flight  had  obliged  him  to  leave  behind.  But  Robinson, 
then  Bishop  of  London,  being  convinced  of  the  fact,  by 
^e  testimony  laid  before  him,  accepted  his  renunciation 
of  Popery,  and  reconciled  him  to  the  Church  of  England ; 
^ving  him  full  licence  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a  priest 
in  his  diocese.  The  Bishop's  licence  is  given  at  large  in 
one  of  his  publications,  and  is  thus  expressed : 

lAeenee. 

"  *  Whereas  the  Rev.  Mr.  Antony  Gavin  was  recom- 
mended to  me  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stanhope, 
and  by  the  same  and  other  English  gentlemen  I  was  certi- 
fied that  the  said  Rev.  Mr.  Gavin  was  a  secular  Priest,  and 
Master  of  Arts  in  the  University  of  the  city  of  Zaragosa, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Arragon  in  Spain,  and  that  they  knew 
him  in  the  said  city,  and  conversed  with  him  several 
times ;  This  is  to  certify,  that  the  said  Rev.  Mr.  Gavin, 
after  having  publicly  and  solemnly  abjured  the  errors  of 
the  Romish  Religon,  and  being  thereupon  reconciled  to 
the  Church  of  England,  on  the  third  day  of  January, 
1715'16,  he  had  then  my  leave  to  officiate,  in  the  Spanish 
language,  in  the  Chapel  of  Queen's- square,  Westminster; 
and  being  now  appointed  Chaplain  of  hia  Majesty's  ship 
the  Preston,  has  my  licence  to  preach  in  English,  and  to 
administer  the  Sacraments  at  home  and  abroad,  in  all  the 
churches  and  chapels  of  my  diocese. 

"  *  Given  under  my  hand  in  London  the  13th  of  July, 
1720. 

(Signed)  John  London.' 

"  Thus,  between  tiie  years  1715  and  1720,  Gavin  had 
80  studied  the  English  language,  that  he  was  then  com- 
petent to  officiate  or  preach  in  it,  and  to  obtain  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  chaplain  in  the  British  fleet.  In  the  mean 
time  be  had  published  a  Sermon  in  the  Spanish  language 
(in  1716)1  which  he  had  preached  in  London,  and  dedi- 
cated it  to  his  patron  Lord  Stanhope.  This  Sermon  is 
still  extant  in  the  British  Museum. 

"  But  a  few  years  later  he  proved  himself  able  to  write  a 
considerable  work  in  English ;  for  in  1725  he  published  a 
curious  and  important  book,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Mas- 
ter-key to  Popery,'  which  contains  the  fullest  exposure  of 
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the  errors  and  practices  which  had  disgusted  him  in  fbe 
religion  of  Spain.  It  was  followed  by  two  other  volumes 
in  the  ensuing  year,  pursuing  the  same  subject.  A  foortb 
was  promised,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  appeared. 
Either  the  author  died  or  th»  booksellers  found  that  the 
public  curiosity  on  the  subject  was  satisfied  for  the  timfc 
The  three  Tolumes,  however,  were  published  in  1726,  in 
a  French  translation,  by  a  M .  Jani^on.  The  work,  how- 
ever, was  so  much  noticed,  that  it  proceeded  rapidly  to 
a  third  edition,  each  volume  being  dedicated  to  some  grest 
person ;  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  to  Lord  Carteret,  tad 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh. 

"  To  the  first  edition  Gavin  prefixed  a  toleraUy  ample 
preface,  giving  an  account  of  himself,  not  so  intereatn^ 
but  apparently  not  less  honest  than  that  of  bis  Mmntq'- 
man  who  has  lately  followed  his  steps.  This  prefiice  i» 
preserved  in  the  French  translation,  and  was  perhaps  in 
the  second  edition;  but  is  omitted  in  the  third,  which  is 
that  in  my  hands.  The  first  is  in  the  British  Museum. 
The  further  account  given  by  Gavin  of  himself,  after  hsT- 
ing  been  chaplain  in  the  Preston,  is  thus  stated : 

•'  *  The  ship  being  put  out  of  commission,  and  ray 
Lord  Stanhope  being  in  Hanover  with  the  King,  I  came 
over  to  Ireland,  on  the  importunity  of  a  friend,  with  a 
design  to  stay  here  till  my  Lord  s  return  to  England. 
But  while  I  was  thinking  of  going  over  again,  1  heard  oi 
my  Lord's  death,  and  having  in  him  lost  my  best  patron, 
I  resolved  to  try  in  this  kingdom  whether  I  could  find  ■ 
settlement.  After  a  few  days,  by  the  favour  of  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pff- 
civat,  1  got  the  curacy  of  Gowran,  on  which  I  resided 
almost  eleven  months,  by  the  licence  of  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Ossory;  who  afterwards,  upon  my  going  to  Cork,  gave 
me  his  letters  dimissory.'     Ptef.  p.  vi. 

"  It  appears  that  he  continued  some  time  at  Corii,  be- 
yond which  I  have  not  found  any  traces  of  him.  It  ■> 
probable  that  there  he  died.  But  his  books  stuU  live,  and 
may  be  consulted  by  the  curious  without  difficulty.  IVy 
contain  most  horrible  narratives,  the  truth  of  whidi 
will  perhaps  be  denied  by  those  who  are  interested  to 
deny  them  ;  but  which  agree  too  well  with  many  concnr- 
ring  testimonies,  to  be  doubted  by  those  whose  minds  ue 
open  to  fair  evidence.  That  the  writer  was  a  man  worthy 
to  be  believed,  there  is  every  appearance,  in  what  we 
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know  of  his  story ;  and  though  he  was  evidently  a  man  of 
less  talents  and  accomplishments  than  Mr.  Blanco  White, 
I  see  no  reason  to  suspect  that  he  was  less  sincere  in  his 
conversion,  or  less  veracious  in  his  narratives.  Let  others 
judge  for  themselves.  The  similarity  of  the  two  cases  in 
many  striking  particulars  induced  me  to  rectd  to  notice 
the  almost  foigotten  Qavin,  and  to  point  out  his  Maater- 
key  as  that  wluch  will  unlock  as  much  horror  and  abomi- 
naHon  as  that  which  opened  the  secret  chamber  of  the 
formidshle  Blue-beard. 

"  WlOLIFFB." 


(The  same  tulgect  continued.) 
"  Mb.  UnBAN> 

"  Some  time  ago  I  sent  you  an  account  of  the  Rev. 
Anthony  Gavin,  a  volunteer  convert  to  the  Protestant 
faith,  o(  the  same  class  (though  not  so  distinguished  by 
learning  and  ahilidea)  as  Mr.  Blanco  White.  I  should  he 
sorry  to  have  him  forgotten  again.  For  his  book,  entitled 
*  A.  Master- Key  to  Popery,'  in  3  vols.  i2mo.  really  deserves 
its  name;  and  is  an  excellent  Manual  for  Protestants,  at 
this  time,  when  so  much  fallacy  is  employed,  so  many 
Jesuitical  arts  practised,  to  conceal  the  real  deformities  of 
that  lamentably  corrupt  Christianity,  which  pretends  to 
be  the  Catholic  Church. 

"Among  other  matters  which  his  book  contains,  well 
worthy  of  notice,  is  his  demonstration  against  that  grand 
instrument  of  priestly  avarice.  Purgatory.  Gavin  denies, 
with  other  Protestants,  and  on  the  same  grounds,  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  place  of  torment.  But  he  reminds  Pro- 
testants that  it  is  no  place  for  thero.  No,  it  is  a  peculiar 
favour  granted  to  Catholics  I  All  heretics  (among  whom 
we  are  the  chief)  snd  unbelievers,  go  straight  to  hell, 
without  the  regting  place  appointed  for  Cathohcs,  from 
which  prayers  and  money,  or  rather  money  and  prayers, 
may  release  them.  Yet  to  crown  the  absurdity,  as  well 
as  hlsebood  of  the  £hing,  he  shows,  from  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Popes  themselves,  that,  however  much  purga- 
tory may  exis^  it  must  be  an  empty  space ;  there  cannot 
be  one  soul  in  it.  None  go  there  but  Roman  Catholics, 
and  for  them  so  many  days  of  pardon  esist,  so  many  in- 
dulgences are  granted  by  the  Popes,  on  various  occasions, 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  soul  to  be  leit  there  !     His 
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mode  of  calcnlating  this  is  cnrioos,  bat  rery  concliuiTe ; 
because  he  makes  the  amplest  allowance  for  every  thing 
that  can  be  stated  agunst  him.* 

"  Having  pvcD  mese  proofs^  he  thns  winds  up  his  ar- 
gument : 

"'So  we  maj  safely  conclude,  and  with  a  Christian 
consdence  say,  that,  if  Uiere  is  Mtich  a  p\aee  KapmytUon/y 
it  must  be  an  empty  place ;  or  that  it  is  impossible  to  find 
there  any  bouIs  ;  or  that  the  Romaa  CathoUca  take  every 
vear  more  bouIs  out  of  it  than  can  go  into  it :  alt  whi^ 
Deing  against  the  evidence  of  natural  reason  and  compu- 
tation made,  it  is  a  dream,  fiction,'  &c. 

"  He  expresses  himself  awkwardly,  but  his  meaning  is 
clear  enough,  and  his  demonstration  undeniably  sound. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  worship  of  the  Virgin,  and 
other  Saints,  &c.  he  is  very  luminous.  Bat,  in  iaCt,  bow 
do  the  Roman  Catholics  know  that  any  one  of  these  per- 
sons can  hear  their  prayers;  or  make  intercesnon  for 
them,  if  they  did  hear  ?  We  do  not  know  that  any  one  of 
them  is  yet  in  heaven.  Christ  and  his  Apostles  speak  of 
one  general  day  of  judgment,  when  all  shail  appear  before 
him.  Yet  their  doctrine  supposes  that  these  multitudes 
of  real  or  imaginary  saints  are  already  judged,  and  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  thdr  reward.  On  the  Virgin,  indeed, 
(of  whose  reception  into  heaven  they  have  no  evidence, 
except  their  own  fable  of  her  Assumption),  on  her,  I  say, 
they  rely  more  than  on  Chiist ;  since  they  apply  to  her 
(too  often)  as  having  the  influence  and  even  autiiority  of 
a  mother  over  her  son  !  What  is  this  but '  a  strong  delu- 
sion,* leading  them  '  to  believe  a  lie  ? ' 

"  WlCLIPPB." 


The  Rev.  J.  Blanco  White. 

The  Rev.  J.  Blanco  White,  mentioned  by  Archdeacon 
Nares  in  the  preceding  letter,  died  May  20,  1811,  and  the 
following  memoir  of  him  appeared  in  the  number  for 
August : 

"  M^  20.  Died  at  Crreenbank,  Liverpool,  at  the  house 
of  W.  Rathbone,  esq.  in  his  67th  year,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Blanco  White,  B.D.  and  M.A.  the  author  of  Doblado's 
Letters,  &c 

■  See  p.  103  of  «ol.  I.  Sd.olit. 
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"  From  the    pre&ce   to  this  gentleman's  *  Evidence 

X'nst  CBtholicism,'  we  derive  the  following  autobiogre- 
al  detuls : 

"  '  I  am  descended  from  an  Irish  family,  whose  attach- 
ment to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  was  often  proved 
by  their  endurance  of  the  persecution  which  for  a.  long 
period  afflicted  the  members  of  their  persuasion  in  Ire- 
land. My  grandfather  was  the  eldest  of  three  brothers, 
whose  voluntary  banishment  from  their  native  land  rooted 
out  my  family  from  the  c,ounty  of  Waterford,  .  A  consi- 
derable fortune  enabled  my  ancestor  to  settle  at  Seville, 
where  he  was  inscribed  on '  the  roll  of  the  privileged 
gentry,  and  carried  on  extensive  business  as  a  merchant. 

"  '  My  father  wm  the  first  of  his  idndred  that  married 
into  a  Spanish  family,  and  his  early  habits  of  exalted 
piety  made  him  choose  a  wife  whom  few  can  equal  in  reli- 
^ous  sincerity. 

"  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  all  the  seeds  of  devotion, 
which  had  been  assiduously  sown  in  my  heart,  sprung  up 
as  it  were  spontaneously.  The  pious  practices,  which 
had  hitherto  been  a  task,  were  now  the  effect  of  my  own 
choice.  I  became  a  constant  attendant  of  the  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Oratory,  where  pious  young  men,  intended  for 
the  church,  generally  had  their  spiritual  directors.  Di- 
^ding  my  time  between  study  and  devotion,  I  went 
through  a  course  of  philosophy  and  divinity  at  the  univer- 
sity of  Seville ;  at  the  end  of  which  I  received  the  Roman 
Catholic  order  of  Subdeacon.  By  that  time  I  had  ob- 
buned  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of 
Divinity.  Being  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Colle^  of  St. 
Mary  a  Jeau  of  Seville,  when  I  was  not  of  sufficient  stand- 
ing for  the  superior  d^ree  of  Licentiate  of  Divinity,  which 
the  fellowship  required,  I  took  that  degree  at  Osuna, 
where  the  statutes  demand  no  interval  between  these  aca- 
demical honours.  A  year  had  scarcely  elapsed  since  I 
received  priesfs  orders,  when,  after  a  pubUc  examination, 
in  compeUtion  with  other  candidates,  I  obtained  the  stall 
of  Magistral,  or  Preacher,  in  the  chapter  of  King's  Chap- 
liuns,  at  Seville.  Placed  so  young  in  a  situation  which 
my  predecessor  had  obtained  after  many  years'  service  as 
a  vicar,  in  the  same  town,  I  conceived  myself  bound  to 
devote  my  whole  leisure  to  the  study  of  religion.  I  need 
not  say  that  I  was  fully  conversant  with  the  system  of 
Catholic  divinity ;  for  I  owed  my  preferment  to  a  public 
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display  of  theological  knowledge ;  yet  I  trished  to  become 
acquainted  with  all  kinds  of  works  wMcli  might  increase 
ana  perfect  that  knowledge. 

"  My  religious  belief  had  hkherto  been  undisturbed ; 
but  light  clouds  of  doubt  began  now  to  pass  over  my 
mind,  which  the  warmth  of  devotion  soon  dissipated,  yet 
they  would  gather  again  and  again  with  an  increased  dark- 
ness, which  prayer  could  scarcely  dispeL  That  immo- 
rality and  levity  are  abonya  the  source  of  unbelief,  the  ex- 
perience of  my  own  case,  and  my  intimate  acquuntance 
with  many  others,  enable  me  most  positively  to  deny  {  as 
to  myself,  I  declare  most  solemnly  that  my  rejection  of 
Christianity  took  place  at  a  period  when  my  conscience 
could  not  reproach  me  with  any  open  breach  of  duty  bat 
those  committed  several  years  before:  that  during  the 
transition  from  religious  belief  to  iDcreduhty,  the  honor 
of  sins  against  the  faith  deeply  implanted  oy  education 
in  my  soul,  haunted  me  night  and  day ;  and  that  I  exerted 
all  the  powers  of  my  mind  to  counteract  the  involuntary 
doubts  which  were  daily  acquiring  an  inesUtihle  strength. 
In  this  distress  I  brought  to  remembrance  all  my  argu- 
ments for  the  truth  (d  the  Christian  Reli^on,  vhich  I 
had  studied  in  the  French  Apologists ;  I  read  otJier  works 
of  the  same  kind ;  and  having  to  preach  to  the  Royal 
brigade  of  Carabinews  who  came  to  worship  the  body  of 
St.  Ferdinand,  preserved  in  the  King's  Chapel,  I  chose 
the  subject  vS  Infidelity,  on  which  I  delivered  an  elaborate 
discourse  (which  was  pubhshed  at  Seville,  at  the  expense 
of  the  brigade).  But  the  fetal  crisis  was  at  hand.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  from  the  preaching  of  this  sermon, 
—the  oonfession  is  painful,  indeed,  yet  due  to  Religion 
itself, — I  was  bordenng  on  Atheism.' 

"  The  writer  continues  his  affecting  narratiTe  with  a 
picture  of  a  mind  struggling  in  the  toils  of  infidelity,  yet 
dischai^ing  his  ministerial  functions,  with  no  choice  in 
his  own  country  but  death  or  hypocrisy ; — desirous  of 
flying  baia  both,  yet  restrained  by  hia  affection  for  his 
parents.  Ten  yeara  were  passed  in  this  insufferable  state, 
till  the  approach  of  the  French  troops  to  Seville  enabled 
him  to  tear  himself  from  this  mental  bondage,  though  at 
the  heavy  cost  of  quitting  for  ever  his  country  and  aUthat 
he  loved.  He  found  an  asylum  in  England ;  and  he  pro* 
ceeds  with  candour  to  relate  the  changes  which  operated 
upon  his  mind  since  his  residence  among  us,    The  penisal 
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of  Paley's  Natural  Theology  appears  to  have  rescued  him 
from  an  atheistical  bias ;  and  he  states,  '  I  had  so  long 
wandered  from  the  Bomaa  fold,  that,  when  approaching 
the  Church  of  England,  both  the  absence  of  what  had 
driven  me  from  Catholicism,  and  the  existence  of  all  the 
other  parts  of  that  system,  made  me  feel  as  if  I  were  re- 
tnming  to  the  repaired  home  of  my  youth.* 

"  In  1814,  Mr.  White  subscribisd  the  Articles  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  he  '  retired  to  Oxford,  not  to 
procure  admission  into  the  university,  but  to  live  privately 
in  that  great  seat  of  learning,  devoting  my  time  exclu- 
sively to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  I  bad  resided  a 
year  in  that  place,  when  an  Engush  nobleman  [we  believe 
Lord  Holland],  who  since  he  knew  me  in  Spain  has  ever 
honoured  me  with  his  friendship,  gave  me  the  highest 
proof  of  his  esteem  by  inviting  me  to  become  tutor  to  his 
son.  I  accepted  the  charge,  which  I  discharged  for  two 
years  to  the  best  of  my  power. 

"  *  When  I  quitted  my  charge  as  tutor,  I  had  begun  a 
series  of  short  lectures  on  religion,  the  first  part  of  which 
I  delivered  to  the  young  members  of  the  family.'  They 
were  published  at  Oxford  in  Idl7,  with  the  title  of '  Pre- 
paratory Observations  on  the  Study  of  Religion,  by  a 
Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England.' 

"  In  the  same  preface  Mr.  White  relates  his  subse- 
quent inclination  towards  Unitarianism,  but  which  he  at 
tnat  time  ■found  '  a  mighty  work  to  little  purpose ;  *  and 
he  adds  that  the  work  which  mmnly  contributed  to  put 
an  end  to  his  trial,  was  Sumner's  (the  present  Bishop  of 
Chester)  Evidences  of  Chgatianity. 

"  Mr.  Blanco  White  .became  first  distinguished  as  an 
author  in  this  country  by  the  publication  of  his  '  Letters 
from  Spain,'  under  the  assumed  name  of  Don  Leucadio 
Dohlado;  a  review  of  which  will  be  seen  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  for  Nov.  1822,  p.  446. 

"  In  1825  he  pubUshed  his  *  Practical  and  Internal 
Evidence  against  Catholicism,  with  occasional  Strictures 
on  Mr.  Butler's  Book  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,' 
8vo.  and  in  the  same  year  'The  Poor  Man's  Preservative 
agiunst  Popery,'  12mo. 

"  In  1 826  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred 
upon  him,  by  diploma,  by  the  University  of  Oxford,  '  in 
consideration  of  his  eminent  talents  and  learning;  but 
more  especially  on  account  of  those  able  and  well-timed 
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publications,  by  vbich  he  baa  powerfully'  exposed  the 
errors  of  tbe  Church  of  Rome.' 

"  He  subsequently  published  A  Letter  to  Protestsots 
coDverted  from  Romaniam.     Oxford,  I627.  8to. 

"  The  Lav  of  Anti- Religious  Libel  reconsidered.  Dub- 
lin, 1834.  8to. 

"  Observations  on  Heresy  and  Orthodoxy.    1835.  4to. 

"  In  the  last  named  year  his  ^ends  were  grieved  to 
find  he  had  deserted  the  Church :  a  change  which  is  re- 
corded by  '  A  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  Rev.  J.  Blanco 
White's  profession  of  Unitarian  Christianity.  By  tbe 
Rev.  Edward  Tagart,  [Unitarian]  Minister  of  the  Octagon 
Chapel,  Norwich.  1835.' " 


Arohdsacdn  Nareb  to  the  Rev.  Righabd  Poi.wbbi.b. 
"  Mt  dbab  Sib,  issj. 

"  I  like  your  '  Constantinople.'*  It  has  much  originality. 
The  looseness  of  the  versification  is  almost  the  only  faiJt 
I  find  in  it.  But  such  a  lax  contexture  is  far  preferable  to 
the  constrained  or  laboured  stanza. 

"  The  first  canto  has  some  fine  description ;  and  so  of 
the  rest  But,  what  is  an  essential  recommendation  of 
the  poem,  canto  after  canto  still  carrying  on  the  story, 
advances  to  the  catastrophe  very  naturally.  Tbe  second 
canto,  containing  the  story  of  Theon  and  Calirfhoe,  seems 
at  first  sight  merely  episodical ;  but  its  incidents  are  seen 
in  the  progress  of  the  poem  to  accelerate  the  fate  of  the 
city  or  to  fiicilitate  its  fall.  Inithe  third  canto,  the  tranu- 
tion  from  Athens  to  Byzantium  is  more  happy.  It  is 
founded,  you  say,  on  a  real  event  in  history : — some  ad- 
venturers from  Athens  or  Attica  built  the  city  of  Byzan- 
tium more  than  600  years  before  Christ. '  At  the  close  of 
the  fourth  canto,  I  observe  that,  even  through  the  temple, 
we  are  drawing  nearer  to  the  catastrophe.  Tbe  fifth  canto, 
likewise,  helps  us  on  by  the  discovery  of  the  subterranean 
way  to  your  conjurer  Alashtar.  Here  I  vras  startled  at 
Cuirrhoe  a  second  time,  rushing  in,  and  obtruding  herself 
on  the  conjurer  or  magician,  as  she  had  done  on  the  em- 
peror.    On  reflection,  however,  I  was  reconciled  to  the 

I  Poem."     In  fatwhde't  "  B«MiBii. 
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repetition,  as  it  was  natural  that  she  should  attempt  to 
move  Hell  as  well  as  Heaven  in  her  behalf. 

'  Fkctera  d  ncqueo  inperoi,  AchmniU  morebo.' 
'*'  To  have  a  right  apprehension  of  your  narrative,  or 
rather  to  see  the  force  and  beauty  of  your  various  allusions 
to  history,  your  readers  must  by  all  means  look  into 
Gibbon.  Perhaps  you  had  better  quote  the  passages 
referred  to." 

Mbhoir  of  Rkv.  John  Hellixs,  F.R.S. 

ICommtimcated  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  by  Mr. 
Archdeacon  Nares.} 

"  Died,  March  182?,  the  Rev.  John  Hellins,  B.D. 
F.B.S.,  "^Icar  of  Potterspury,  in  Northamptonshire. 

"  This  distinguished  member  of  the  scientific  world 
vas,  to  use  the  words  lately  addressed  to  the  Royal 
Society  by  their  President,  Mr,  Davies  Gilbert,  '  one  of 
those  extraordinary  men  who,  deprived  of  early  advant* 
ages,  have  elevated  themselves,  by  the  force  of  genius  and 
of  industry,  to  a  level  above  most  persons  blessed  with 
regular  education.'  In  1 787)  be  edited  '  The  Young  Alge- 
braist's Companion,'  The  first  paper  from  his  pen  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  appears  in  17^0,  being  a 
'Theorem  for  computing  Logarithms.'  In  1788  he  pub- 
lished a  quarto  volume  of  *  Mathematical  Essays,  on 
several  sabjecta ;'  and  in  1802,  in  two  vols.  Ata.  'Analyti- 
cal Institutions,  originally  written  in  Italian,  by  Donna 
Maria  Gaetana  Agneai.*  [Translated  imra  the  Itahan  by 
Mr.  Colson.] 

"  Having  adopted  the  clerical  profession,  Mr,  Hellins 
was  for  some  time  curate  of  Constantine  in  Cornwall;  and 
afterwards  of  Greens  Norton,  Northamptonshire  ;  but  in 
1790  he  was  presented  by  Earl  Bathurst  to  the  vicarage 
of  Potterspury  in  Northamptonshire.  He  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  1 796,  and  in  1800  took  the 
degree  of  B.D.  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

"  Mr.  Hellins,  continues  the  eulogium  before  quoted, 
*  at  one  time  computed  for  the  Nautical  Almanac.  He 
afterwards   assisted   at  Greenwich.     And,   what   is   now 

Eerhaps  almost  unknown,  he  furnished  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
am  with  all  the  calculations  and  tables  on  which  that 
gentleman  brought  forward  his  new  military  system,  as 
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Minister  of  War,  in  1806.  Mr.  Hellins  applied  hinudf 
with  great  industry  to  some  of  the  most  useful  bnmchea 
of  pure  mathematics.  No  less  than  nine  communications 
from  faim  appear  in  our  '  Transactions ;' — '  On  the  sum- 
mation of  series.' — '  On  the  conversion  of  slowly-converg- 
ing series  into  others  of  swifter  convergency.' — *  On  thdr 
application  to  computing  of  logarithms,  and  to  the  rec- 
tifying of  circular  arcs.' — '  On  the  roots  of  eqaations.' 
And  in  1798» '  On  a  method  of  computing  with  ini^'eased 
&cility  the  planetary  perturbations :'  for  the  last  he  was 
honoured  with  your  Copley  medal. 

"  Retired  to  a  small  living  in  Northamptonshire,  Mr. 
Hellins  became  a  pattern  of  philosophical  calmness  and 
content. 


He  seems  to  have  said— 


"  I  have  known  Mr.  Hellios  for  above  forty  years,  and 
J  can  testify  to  his  virtues.  It  once  happened  tha^ 
through  the  late  Dr.  Maskelyne,  I  had  nearly  obtained 
for  him  the  Observatory  at  Dublin.  The  fikilure  cannot, 
however,  be  lamented,  since  Brinkley  was  appointed  in 
his  stead.'  Mr.  Hellins  also  occasionally  furnished  Ma- 
thematic^  articles  to  the  British  Critic,  from  the  year 
1795  to  1814.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  are  those 
on  Mr.  Wales's  Method  of  finding  the  Longitude,  vol.  6} 
p.  413.  On  Bishop  Horsley's  Mathematical  Treatises, 
vol.  21,  p.  272.  On  Donna  Agnesi's  Analytical  Institu- 
tions, of  which  he  superintended  the  publication,  voL  H, 
p.  143 ;  voL  24,  p.  653 ;  and  voL  25,  p.  141.  On  Keith's 
Trigonometry,  vol.  SI,  p.  489.  On  F.  Bai^a  work  on 
tJie  Doctrine  of  Interest  and  Annuities,  vol.  38,  p.  fiSS, 
and  vol  43,  p.  502.  When  the  first  series  of  the  British 
Critic  closed,  the  connection  of  Mr.  Hellins  with  the  work 
is  supposed  to  have  ceased.  Several  minor  ,aiticlea»  on 
scientific  subjects,  were  written  by  him,  which  are  not 
here  specified. 

"  He  married  Miss  Brock,  a  Devonshire  lady,  who  sur- 
vived him  but  a  short  time,  and  by  whom  he  has  left  an 
only  son." 
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To  Rer.  Richard  Folwhblb. 

"  UcbfiBld,  Aqk.  29,  IBST. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  I  have  not  at  present  anytliing  in  contemplation  to 
suggest  to  you  for  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature,  and  all 
authors  wnte  best  upon  subjects  suggested  by  their  own 
minds.  I  hope  you  know  your  Archdeacon,  Sheepshanks; 
if  sOjprayramember  me  to  him  when  you  have  opportunity. 
*'  Yours  very  truly,  R.  Nabbs." 

To  J.  B.  NiOHOLB,  Esq. 
"  Mt  dbab  Sir,  Oct  i6, 1827. 

**  I  here  send  you  the  result  of  a  late  visit  to  Cam- 
bridge.   If  you  print  it  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  two  or 
three  separate  copies,  also  to  see  a  proof. 
"  Tours  truly,  R.  Nabbs." 

"  Mb.  UbBAN,  C«nibridBe,  Oct.  10,  1827. 

"  The  mt^ificent  additions  and  improvements  lately 
made,  or  now  in  progress,  at  this  fomous  University,  pre- 
sent a  subject  of  curiosity  and  interest  to  every  liberal 
observer ;  and  I,  though,  as  you  know,  an  Oxford  man, 
have  been  viewing  them  with  much  satisfaction.  You 
will,  perhaps,  be  willing  to  receive  a  few  remarks  upon 
these  efforts  of  art,  from  one  who  has  do  object  in  mak- 
ing them,  but  to  give  due  credit  where  it  seems  to  be 
deserved ;  and  to  criticise]  if  at  all,  only  in  the  hope  of 
suggesting  farther  improvement,  and  bringing  what  is 
good  still  nearer  to  perfection. 

"  Of  the  new  Court  added  to  Trinity  College  (called 
mug's  Court),  nothing  can,  I  think,  be  sud  in  the  way 
of  censure.  It  does  honour,  in  all  respects,  to  the  judg- 
ment and  taste  of  the  architect,  Mr,  Wilkins.  The  com- 
munication with  Neville's  Court  is  ingeniously  contrived, 
to  unite  convenience  and  variety  with  beauty ;  while  the 
whole  building  exhibits  a  chaste  specimen  of  colle^ate 
architecture.  The  entrance  from  the  Walks  is  very  grand. 
Nor  let  it  he  objected,  that  the  two  gates  within  are  not 
in  the  same  tine ;  this  freedom  being  so  consistent  with 
the  Gothic  style,  as  rather  to  conceal  than  betray  the 
newness  of  the  structure.  The  merit  of  this  consistency 
will  be  felt  the  more  fbrdhly,  by  a  mere  peq)  into  Neville's 
Court  adjoining,  the  whole  of  which  is  a  Grecian  building 
united  with  one  Gothic  *  side ;  and  to  increase  the  ab- 
tbough  I  do  not  approre  it." 
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surdity,  that  side  ia  less  than  half  coTered  by  a  most  m- 
mesiiing  skreen  of  modem  work.  But  the  absurd  con- 
tempt of  the  ecclesiastical  style,  which  prevuled  for  the 
chief  part  of  the  18th  century,  was  carried  so  far  as  to 
produce  inconsistencies  of  this  kind  in  almost  every 
antient  building.  The  Gothic,  chiefiy  because  it  was  so 
called,  was  deemed  so  barbarous,  as  rather  to  be  honoured 
than  insulted  by  the  intrusion  of  the  Greek  orders  into  its 
most  venerable  sanctuaries.  This  barbarous  fear  of  bar- 
barism has  happily  ceased,  and  the  Gothic  (as  it  is  called) 
is  aclcnowledged  to  have  its  peculiar  beauties,  and  to  de- 
serve the  study  of  the  enlightened  architect.  That  it 
has  at  length  been  studied,  with  some  success,  will  be 
further  seen  in  these  remarks.* 

*'  Proceed  we  now  into  Trumpington -street,  to  con- 
template Corpus  Chrisii  {or  Bene't),  formerly  the  reproach 
of  the  University,  now  one  of  its  foirest  ornaments. 

"  A  question  might  perhaps  be  raised,  whether  a  new 
building,  unconnected  with  others,  should  at  this  day  be 
adapted  to  the  Grecian  or  the  modem  antique  style.  Bat 
in  an  English  University,  where  so  much  of  fine  old  build- 
ing remains,  that  neither  can  be  nor  ought  to  be  meta- 
morphosed, it  cannot  be  objectionable  to  form  new  struc- 
tures in  a  taste  which,  from  its  original  predominance  in 
these  seats  of  learning,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  acade- 
mical. On  this  plan,  therefore,  this  new  and  el^ant 
structure  has  been  designed  and  executed.  The  architect 
is  Mr.  Wilkins,  whose  works  in  other  colleges  are  here 
also  noticed.  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  he  haa 
studied  the  best  examples  of  this  style  with  good  success; 
and'has  here  embodied  his  knowledge  in  a  manner  that 
commands  admiration.  The  front  towards  the  street 
bears  most  resemblance  to  that  of  Oriel  Coll^  in  Ox- 
ford; but  without  minute  imitation.  Like  a  good  poem, 
written  in  antiquated  language,  it  has  originsJ  beauties ; 
and  may  indeed  have  been  designed  without  a  particalar 
view  to  any  example.  Within  the  court,  the  eye  is  first 
attracted  by  the  Chapel,  which  occupies  the  central  situa- 

•  "  ThiB  igfnonnt  eootempt  of  a  ipectei  of  ■TchiUetara,  for  mum  pwpcMes 
prefienbia  to  iiTei7  other,  it  do  where  more  diignccfnllr  diipUjed  thu  m 
tha  migDificent  cntrBoce  caort  of  tliii  Collie.  If  they  who  reboilt  the 
MutCT'i  hoDH  and  the  rest  of  that  side,  desired  ■  Grecian  coait,  thej  ilKMihl 
ban  pulled  down  the  ancient  psrt,  and  rebuilt  (he  whole.  Tlut  might  haia 
been  floe,  bnt  the  miitore  of  ibs  two  stjlee ,  ai  there  exhibited,  moat  ahraj* 
be  ofkniiTe,  to  eatlrelj  difFenut  are  ihey  id  efairacter." 


,..d:,i.  Google 


NARKS  CORRESPONDENCE.  673 

lion,  presenting  only  its  porch  ind  west  window  to  the 
Tiew;  the  body  receding  inwards  towards  the  east.  The 
other  prin(»pal  parts  of  this  Court,  the  Hall,  the  Library, 
and  the  Master's  Lodging,  are  well  designed  and  placed ;' 
without  too  much  of  ornament,  or  too  little,  or  any  mis- 
applied embellishments.  More  minute  observationB  op 
description  I  leave  to  the  Cambridge  Guides;  having  no 
object  at  present,  but  to  point  out  beauties,  or  to  suggest 
improTements.  But  I  cannot  quit  this  renovated  college 
wiUioat  expressing  my  satisfaction  that  its  famous  collec- 
tion of  manuscripts  is  at  length  deposited  in  a  room  of 
noble  proportions.*  I  trust  they  are  also  secured  from 
fire  by  stone  work  or  arches  underneath. 

"  Nearly  opposite  to  this  CoUege,  but  a  little  to  the 
Bortli>  commence  the  great  improvements  of  Kit^Si 
where  many  shabby  buildings  nave  been  removed  to 
widen  the  stree^  and  afford  a  proper  approach.  The 
Miue  ingenious  architect  is  here  employed ;  hut  employed 
upon  R  much  more  difficult  task.  At  Corpus  he  had  only 
to  form  one  consistent  design,  from  his  own  conceptions ; 
here  he  has  to  place  his  work  in  immediate  contact  with 
the  most  beautiful  specimen  existing  of  ancient  art.  Not 
to  obscure  any  part  of  the  matchlefls  Chapel,  a  low  skreen 
of  architecture  forms  this  new  front,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  noble  gate  of  entrance.  That  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  these  parts  is  rich,  beautiful,  and  adapted  to 
the  situation,  is  undeniable ;'  and  if  the  skreen  were  made 
a  cloister  (as  Mr.  W.  is  sud  to  have  planned  it),  aU  would 
■o  for  be  li^t.  Perhaps,  indeed,  four  small  towers,  sur- 
rounding the  principal  dome,  would  be  better  than  the 
^fat  which  are  there,  but  this  may  admit  of  a  doubt. 
Bat,  passing  through  this  gateway  of  the  most  highly 
ornamented  Gothic,  what  object  now  immediately  salutes 
the  eye  f  Gibba'a  heavy  Doric  building,t  extending  over 
all  liie  opposite  space!  This  is  a  fault  or  misfortune, 
wfaidi  nothing  less  than  utter  destruction  can  remove. 
The  happiest  and  purest  modern  Gothic  would  here  be 
offensive ;  having  to  abut  almost  against  that  exquisite 
cfa^iel,  which  noUiing  of  inferior  building  should  approach. 
To  ffothicite  the  present  building  (which  has  been  pro* 
posed)  would  be  a  truly  goihic  proceeding ;  miserable  in 
•feet,  and  yet  heavy  in  expense.    At  a  cost  not  greatly 

•  '■  BT  feet  io  length,  3S  Id  width,  and  25  In  height, 
t  "  Uraallr  oJled  the  N«v  Bailding,  oonUijifiig  roomi  tor  ths  Fellowi. 
VOL.  VII.  2  X 
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exceeding  this,  the  most  magnificent  result  may  be  ob- 
tiuned. 

"  Levelling  this  incumbrance  with  the  gronnd,  and 
leaving  an  open  area  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  Clare 
Hall  buildings,  and  the  new  south  range  of  the  CoU^e 
itself,  the  finest  Court  may  be  produced  that  any  Uni- 
Tersity  can  boast.  The  sublime  edifice  of  the  Henries 
will  then  be  seen  untouched  in  all  its  beauty,  throughout 
its  whole  south  side  and  western  front,  These  objects 
being  gained,  a  building  fully  equal  in  extent  and  accom- 
modation to  that  which  now  offends,  may  be  placed  in  a 
line  with  the  termination  of  the  Provosrs  Lodge  and  the 
opposite  college,  leaving  still  a  decent  space  between  the 
new  apartments  and  the  river.  AH  tliis  would  of  course 
be  pen'ormed  by  the  present  architect,  in  perfect  harmony 
with  what  he  has  already  built ;  in  which  case  imagination 
could  hardly  form  a  finer  picture  of  human  art. 

"  Oxonian  as  I  am,  I  cannot  but  fervently  wish  that 
this  plan  may  be  adopted.  It  would  certainly  surpass 
any  thing  at  present  existing  in  Oxford.  But  looking  to 
the  glory  of  England  at  large,  I  can  abate  my  natural, 
and  I  hope  not  culpable,  preference  for  the  place  of  my 
education.  May  it  be  done,  and  executed  in  the  most 
perfect  manner !  Such  is  my  sincere  wish,  and  no  small 
part  of  my  motive  for  writing  these  remarks. 

"  The  whole  range  of  new  onildings,  containing,  besides 
some  private  rooms,  the  Hall,  the  Library,  and  the  Pro- 
vost's house,  is  finely  conceived ;  and,  if  the  r^fht  plan 
be  followed,  will  form  the  noblest  side  of  a  quadrangle 
that  this  country  has  yet  seen.  The  interior  of  the  Hall 
is  of  singular  elegance  and  richness,  fine  in  dimensions, 
and  just  in  proportions.  It  exhibits,  however,  one  fault 
so  glaring,  that  how  the  artist  could  admit  or  overlook  it, 
is  not  easily  understood.  A  fine  oriel  window  (as  it  is 
called)  in  the  centre  of  one  side,*  instead  of  extending 
from  the  top  to  within  dado  height,  or  less,  of  the  floor, 
is  closed  with  stone-work  for  at  least  seven  feet }  so  tliat 
the  eye  of  the  spectator,  who  expects  naturally  the  light 
and  airy  effect  of  such  a  window,  is  checked  and  disap- 
pointed by  meeting  only  a  range  of  blank  masonry. 
Among  all  the  anient  Halls  no  such  example,  I  believe, 
can  be  found ;  and  as  this  appears  not  to  arise  from  any 
local  necessity,  it  will,  I  trust,  be  remedied,  when  tfae 
■  Not  qatia  ita  unil  pUce. 
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^idiitect  shall  hare  given  it  a  second  consideration.  If 
any  impediment  to  Uiis  alteration  can  exist,  it  must  arise 
from  the  unusual  position  of  the  window,  in  the  mitldle  of 
the  side,  instead  of  towards  one  end,  which  seems  to  have 
been  ^uite  unnecessary.  The  pinnacle,  or  turret  sur- 
mounting this  window  on  the  outside,  I  conceive  to  be 
also  a  &ult,  though  not  of  much  importance. 

"  On  the  Lihrary  and  the  Provost's  Lodge  I  have  no 
remark  to  offer,  Tbeir  exterior  is  fine ;  the  interior  I  did 
not  inspect.  But  I  could  have  wished,  for  the  sake  of 
the  hooks,  that  no  apartments  had  been  formed  under 
the  Librai7 ;  though  precautions,  to  prevent  the  commu- 
nication  of  fir^  are  said  to  have  been  made. 

"  At  8t.  Join's  a  vast  undertaking  is  now  in  progress, 
to  form  a  new  Court,  on  the  western  side  of  uie  Cam. 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  ground  could  not  be  obtained 
on  the  same  side  with  the  antient  College,  which  might 
at  the  same  time  have  added  a  noble  ornament  to  the 
town.  The  present  building  will  be  visible  only  from  the 
walks  and  road  at  the  back  of  the  Colleges;  and  the 
ground  is  so  unfavourable,  that  the  mere  foundation  is 
reported  to  have  been  made  at  a  formidable  expense.* 
But  the  appearance,  when  finished,  will  be  truly  grand. 
It  will  form  a  very  large  court,  built  of  stone  (I  oelieve), 
and  calculated  to  contain  more  than  LOO  sets  of  apart- 
ments. It  will  have  a  magnificent  front  towards  the 
walks,  and  is  to  communicate  with  the  present  College  by 
a  bridge,  which  is  to  be  so  formed  as  to  moke  part  of  a 
cloister,  extending  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
southern  fronL  The  designs  are  very  striking,  and  do 
great  honour  to  the  artist,  Mr.  Rickman,  here  first  em- 
ployed in  this  University.  At  present  the  walls  do  not 
rise  more  than  three  or  four  feet  above  the  ground.  The 
reported  cost  of  the  foundation  will  hardly  seem  extra- 
ordinary, when  it  is  known  that  it  stands  entirely  upon 
arches,  which  rest  upon  piles,  driven  deep  into  the  soUd 
ground  below  the  swamp. 

"  A  small  new  Court  at  Peter  House  was  begun  in 
August  1S25,  by  Mr.  Brookes,  who  is  stud  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College.  It  is  of  a  plain  and  neat  Gothic  style ; 
and  is  built  of  so  pale  a  brick,  that  it  has  nearly  the  etfect 
of  stone,  of  which  only  the  decorations  are  composed.  It 
contuns  15  seta  of  apartments,  and  is  called  after  the 
•  M,000f. 
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iiame  of  the  A«t).  FrameU  Qiihonu,  fomerly  a  Fellow  d 
this  hoQse,  whose -donation  oooanoned  it  to  be  bntlt. 

"  Such  are  the  chief  impcoTements  and  addition*  to 
the  Coll^^  of  this  Univeraityj  though  there  are  few  of 
them  that  have  not  more  ot  les»  increaaed  Hieir  binldingi 
within  a  few  years. 

"  Besides  these,  the  chief  novelty  ia  tbe  Obaervatorf, 
a  handsome  building  of  the  Doric  order,  from  the  deu^ 
of.  Mr,  Mead.  It  is  160  feet  in  length,  with  a  bold  por- 
tico>  supported  by  foar  Dorio  ot^nmnfl,  beyond  which 
rises  a  dome,  made  moveable,  for  tiie  purposes  of  astrooo- 
mical  obserradon.  The  sides  and  wings  are  finished  widi 
plain  pilasters  upon  a  rustic  walL  ■  llie  bmilding  staixii 
well,  towards  the  St.  Neot's  road,  about  a  mile  from  Cam- 
bridge. It  reflects  no  little  honour  upon  the  Uaiversity, 
that  this  necessary  aid,  to  the  most  sublime  of  sdeaces, 
has  been  obtained  by  the  gift  of  its  Senate,  and  the  sub- 
scriptions  of  its  members.  There  can  be  little  dontrt, 
when  we  consider  the  general  bias  of  study  in  Cambrit^ 
that  its  Obaervatory  will  in  time  be  eqou  in  celebrity  ta 
any,  either  here  or  on  the  Continent. 

"  A  warm  admiration  of  the  chief  part  of  what  I  haw 
been  contemplating,  joined  to  a  modest  hope  of  bring 
able  to  suggest  some  little  improvement,  particalBrif  ia 
the  grand  works  proceeding  at  King's  College,  has  in- 
ducra  me  (o  offer  these  remarks  to  the  pubUc.  Far  from 
viewing  any  of  these  things  with  a  jealous  or  an  enriou 
eye,  I  rejoice  in  their  progress  and  snoecss.  For  whils 
oar  two  famous  Universities  only  contend  iriiidi  ibril 
give  the  beat  accommodation  to  students,  or  the  best  as- 
sistance to  learning,  I  shall  rejoice,  and  say  with  the  old 
poet, 

it.ya8g  h'  {pit  libt  Bptn'ouri. 

"  Tours,  &c.  WoLfliiAWDS." 

"  Dba.b  Sib,  Dk.  7,  isn* 

"  I  shall  be  able  to  fiimisb  you  with  a  correct  accovnt 

of  the  late  Mr.  Planta,  in  time  for  this  month;  so  do  not 

seek  for  any  other. 

"  Tours  truly,  R.  Nab*i- 

"  F.S.  I  add  a  trifle  for  the  Magazine,  if  you  like  it"* 
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Bk^rtfrfiical  Memoir  of  Jobxph  Pi.aj(ta,  Esq.  by  Mr. 
Abchdbacon  Narbs. 

"Decs,  1827.  Died, aged 83,  Joseph Plaota, Esq.  Prin- 
<npal  Librarian  of  the  British  Maseum^  which  honourable 
and  important  office  he  had  held  for  tventr-eieht  years. 

"  Mr.  Planta  was  bom  in  the  Grisons  m  Switzerland^ 
Feb.  21,  1744,  being  descended  from  a  noble  family  in 
tiiat  country.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Edward  Planta,  resided 
in  England  from  the  year  1752,  as  minister  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church  in  London ;  and  under  him  Mr. 
Ranta  received  the  first  part  of  his  education.  It  was 
completed  afterwards  in  foreign  seminaries ;  at  Utrecht, 
under  the  learned  and  well-known  Professor  Sasius  *  and 
others,  for  a  short  time,  and  at  Gottingen.  He  also  took 
early  opportunities  of  visiting  France  and  Italy,  with  a 
Tiew  to  add  the  knowledge  of  those  languages  to  that  of 
German,  which  he  already  possessed.  Being  thus  quali- 
fied for  the  diplomatic  line,  he  gladly  accepted  the  em- 
rloyment  of  Secretary  to  the  British  Minister  at  Brussels, 
n  this  line  he  would  probably  have  proceeded  with  suc- 
cess, had  not  the  early  demise  of  his  father,  in  1773,  re- 
called him  to  the  care  of  his  widowed  mother  and  family, 
Mr.  I^nta,  sen.  had  been  honoured  with  the  task  of  hi- 
stnicting  Queen  Charlotte  in  the  Italian  language  ;  which 
probably  fecihtated  the  appointment  of  bis  son,  soon  after 
his  death,  to  the  ofiSce  of  Assistant  Librarian  in  the 
British  Museum,  where  in  1775  he  was  promoted  to  be 
one  of  the  Under  Librarians.  In  1774  he  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  soon  after,  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President  (Sir  John  Pringle)|  was  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  80- 
dety.  In  1776  he  was  chosen  one  01  the  ordinary  Secre- 
taries of  the  Society,  on  the  death  of  Dr  Maty ;  having 
already  distinguished  himself  by  a  learned  and  curious 
memoir  on  the  Romansh  language,  spoken  in  the  Grisons. 
ITiis,  though  a  philological  tract,  received  the  pecuhar 
honour  of  being  inserted  in  the  Transactions  of  the  So- 
dety.t  Strong  reasons  are  there  adduced  by  Mr.  Planta 
for  the  opinion,  that  the  Romaruh  was,  at  an  early  period, 
the  general  language  of  France,  Italy,  and  Spain ;  from 

*  Author  of  tbe  Onomuticon,  who  liu  affoctiooaUlj  mentioDed  him  Id 
tdI.  VI.  of  that  mefdl  work,  M  p.  344. 

t  "  ToL  LXTI.  p.  129.  It  mt  oecwoaed  hj  tha  pmeat  mads  to  tbe 
Sociat;  of  ■  Bible  In  tbtt  lanfugg.  A  few  oopiea  were  Mpantetj  printed 
In  S*o.  ftor  tbe  oM  of  friiodi.'' 
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which  the  more  modem  dialects  of  those  coantries  have 
been  fonned  hy  gradual  refinement.  But  the  Grisons, 
UDConquered  and  unrefined,  continued  still  to  ase  it,  afttf 
the  lapse  of  nine  centuries.  After  this,  by  the  resi^ation 
of  Dr.  (afterwards  Bishop)  Horsley,  Mr.  Planta  became 
the  senior  Secretary ;  in  which  situation  it  was  a  part  of 
his  duty  to  draw  up  abstracts  of  all  the  commnnicalioiu 
made  to  the  Society,  to  be  read  before  the  members  at- 
tending their  public  meetings.  This  task  he  performed  with 
the  utmost  accuracy  and  perspicuity  for  upwards  of  20  years. 

"  In  June  177s,  Mr.  Planta  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Atwood,  a  lady  of  no  common  merits  and 
accomplishments,  whose  death,  in  1 82 Improved  the  first 
interruption  to  his  domestic  happiness.  lu  17U8,  he  was 
appointed  Paymaster  of  Exchequer  Bills,  which  office  he 
held  till  bia  Toluntary  resignation  of  it,  in  1811. 

"  On  the  death  of  Dr.  llorton,  in  1799,  Mr.  Planta  wa» 
appointed  hy  his  Majesty  to  succeed  him  in  the  honour^ 
able  office  of  Principal  Librarian  to  the  British  Mosenm ; 
and  certainly  a  person  more  qualified  to  fill  it  with  distin- 
guished ability  could  not  hare  been  found.  By  bis  per- 
fect knowledge  of  their  respective  languages,  he  was  ensF- 
bled  to  converse  with  all  foreign  visitors;  and  by  the 
polished  though  unaffected  urbanity  of  his  mamiera  could 
not  ful  to  ^ve  satis&ction  to  every  one.  His  very  general 
knowledge  enabled  him  to  assist  the  researches  of  all 
scholars;  while  the  excellence  of  his  temper  made  his 
superintendence  no  less  pleasing  than  it  was  judicious. 

"  Wlien  the  Swiss  Republics  appeared  to  be  finally 
extinguished '  by  the  incroachments  of  Buonaparte,  Mr. 
Planta  was  induced  by  a  laudable  feeling  for  bis  native 
country  to  draw  up  a  complete  '  History  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy,'  &om  its  origin,  which  was  published  in 
1800,  in  two  volumes  4to.  It  was  compiled  from  the 
best  authorities,  but  principally,  as  the  preface  avows, 
from  the  masterly  work  of  Miiller.  Its  accuracv  aod 
fidelity  obtained  for  it  a  respectable  share  of  pubhc  ap- 
probation, and  it  was  reprinted  in  a  second  edition,  in 
I607,  in  three  volumes  8vo.  After  the  happy  restoration 
of  liberty  to  that  country  in  1815,  Mr.  Planta  resumed 
his  inquiries ;  and,  from  the  best  recent  documents,  drew 
up  a  snort  supplemental  history,  entitled,  "  A.  View  of  the 
Restoration  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  &&"  This  was 
separately  published  in  8vo.  in  1821. 
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"  Amidst  his  other  occapations,  however,  Mr.  Planta 
never  remitted  hia  labours  for  the  InstitDtion  over  which 
be  presided.  The  former  Catalogue  of  the  Cottonian 
MS8.  in  the  Museum  by  Dr,  Smith,  being  found  ex- 
tremely defectiTe,  Mr.  I^anta  went  through  the  whole 
collection  with  the  utmost  care,  and  in  1802  gave  to  the 

Eubtic  ft  new  Catalogue  in  a  tai^  volume  folio,  whioh 
aves  nothing  farther  to  be  wished.  At  length,  as  he 
found  himself  advancing  in  years,  Mr.  Planta  successively 
resigned  his  other  employments,  retaining  only  his  situa- 
tion in  t^e  British  Museum,  which  he  ably  filled  to  the  end 
of  his  life;  his  powers  of  mind  being  less  impaired  than  his 
bodily  strength,  even  after  he  had  passed  his  80th  year. 

"  Mr.  Planta  left  no  surviving  offspring,  except  his 
son ;  whose  studies  he  had  anxiously  superintended,  while 
he  gave  him  every  advantage  of  the  heat  public  education. 
Nor  was  it  a  small  addition  to  his  happiness,  that  he 
lived  to  see  this  son  advanced  by  fair  and  honourable  ex- 
ertions to  distingmshed  ofBces  under  the  Government.* 
We  may  say,  in  short,  that  few  men  have  ever  been  more 
fortunate  either  in  their  marriage  or  its  consequences. 

"  Mr,  Planta  was  a  regular  churchman.  His  piety  was 
sincere,  though  unostentatious ;  and  his  latter  days  were 
duly  occupied  in  those  meditations  which  best  employ  the 
elose  of  our  mortal  existence.  Amiable  in  all  relations  of 
life,  he  was  eminently  formed  for  friendship ;  of  which 
many  persons  have  had  prooh,  but  no  one  such  as  were 
more  grati^ng  or  more  valued,  than  were  received  by 
the  writer  of  this  hasty  tribute  to  his  worth." 

To  J.  B.  Nichols,  Esq. 

"  Dear  Sir,  Hut-itnet,  Dec.  18,  I8S8. 

"  The   name   of   Dr.    Buckeridge's    second   wife  was 

Slottey ;  I  am  doubtful  as  to  her  Christian  name.     But  if 

yon  write  to  the  Rev.  Henry  White,  Lichfield,  he  can 

g've  you  every  particular  about  all  the  Buckeridges,  and 
ichard  Wright,  who  was  his  intimate  friend.  Both  the 
children  of  uie  Doctor  were  by  the  second  wife,  who  still 
survives,  and  resides  in  Lichfield,  in  the  hoase  which  Dr, 
B.  had  as  Canon,  but  is  now  Mr.  Lonsdale's. 

"  Yours  truly,  &c.  R.  Naubb," 

*  Tbii  letter  wtl  inammr  to  in  inqnirj  relatiTB  to  the  tamUjiA  the  Rev, 
neopbilo*  Backeridge.  See  ■  memoir  and  poctnit  of  Mm  in  Htrwood'a 
«ditian  of  Enhvwlck'*  SuHbrdihire. 
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To  the  R«v.  Richard  Polwhbe^. 

"  Mt  drak  Sir,  London,  Jm.  17,  in*. 

•  •  •  »  • 

"  Of  the  worthy  Whitaker  I  knew  rety  little  personallr, 
though  we  corresponded  for  some  years.  But  it  was  all 
respecting  the  British  Critic;  and  that  cbnoection  had 
ceased  before  we  met  at  all.  You  have  giveu  some  good 
account  of  him  id  your 'Recollection^'*  and  I  am  glad  that 

Ion  think  of  building  a  larger  monum^it  to  his  memory, 
have  been  particularly  pleased  with  your  truly  charac- 
teristic account  of  Randolph  ;t  who,  though  a  good,  a 
learned,  and  a  well-natured  man  in  essentials,  had  the 
rudest  uid  most  repulsive  manners  that  I  ever  witnessed 
in  any  one.  These  qualities  detracted  much  from  hia 
popularity  as  a  Bishop,  though  he  was  a  valuable  one. 

"  I  congratulate  you  upon  getting  back  to  the  pos- 
sessions of  your  forefathers ;  uid  b^  my  best  r^^ards  to 
your  son  Captain  Polwhele,  whom  I  well  recollect  to  have 
met  at  the  Royal  Society  Club,  introduced  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Davies  Gilbert. 

"  Farewell,  and  prosperity  attend  youlor  this  and  many 
years,  wishes  yours  very  truly,  R.  Nabks."]' 

Dr.  Drakb  to  Mr.  Niobolb. 

Btdlcigb,  Suffolk,  Aog.  S,  1818. 
"  Dr.Drake  presents  his  coibplimenta  to  Messrs.  Nichols, 
and  wishes  to  know  whether  toey  would  have  any  objec- 
tion to  insert  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  a  critique  on 
Dr.  Drake's  "  Shakspeare  and  his  Times,"  from  the  pen  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Nares,  Archdeacon  of  Stafford?  It  ap- 
peared during  the  winter  in  the  Sun  newspaper;  but  Dr. 
Drake  is  desirous  that  ii  should  obtain  a  place  in  a  Miscel- 
lany^ calculated  not  only  to  insure  it  a  more  extended 
publidty,  but  a  permanent  station  in  the  annals  of  litera- 
ture; and  he  knows  not  where  these  objects  can  be  betttf 
attained  than,  in  the  highly-respectable  pages  of  die  Gm- 
tleman's  Magazine." 

*  FolwbeIe'l"Tr«dicioD(uidRMonectionj,"p.6I3.  Sea  Ur.PoIvbale^ 
ckHVctar  of  Mr.  WliiUker  in  "  Literary  AoeoiatM,"  vol.  III.  p.  101— 106. 

t  S«ePti1wbcle's"TnclitkiD>uidBecciU£ctiMH,"p.84,C61,  Ac. 

X  Mr.  Folwhele  iddi  u  i  reswlu  npon  thit  leUsr,  "  Mr.  Nam  « 

to  tjia  El  ■    '  "- '      '  .  ~   .     . 

wuthem 

nnj  before,  throub  Whldker,  I  wu  re 
•uiliUT  in  the  Brftlth  Critf«." 

{  See  GepL  Hig.  toI.  LXXXTlil.  il.  pp.  Ml,  334. 
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Epitaph  oh  Misb  Susan  Probt, 

Daughter  qf  Rev.  Dr.  Proby,  late  Dean  of  Uel^field. 

Fnm  "  Ebsats  "*  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Nabbs. 

"  In  fovA'a  gtj  bow.  In  bean^'i  loveBeM  blooM, 
What  frioMl  ab*U  Mnooth  Oe  F*MMe  to  tiw  tomb? 
Sure  hlth,  firm  tmit  Ln  Him  who  <Ued  to  tm. 
And  hnmbla  hop*  tbat  bioki  befand  tbe  gnT«. 
nuMe  nrs  th J  foiidei,  Suiuuu  I  thni  upheld. 
Nor  tt»x  miBOT'd  thj  mind,  nor  »"g"'«*'  qnall'd. 


u  eUmei  ibe  drew  nnoertBin  breatb  i 
At  length,  her  meek  labmiHbni  fnUr  tried, 
She  view'd  ber  natire  ihore,  blesi'd  Ood,  ud  died." 


JOSEPH  COOPER  WALKER,  ESQ.  M.R.I.A. 

A  MBMOiR  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  written  by  a 
friendly  pen,  whilst  he  was  yet  a  very  young  man, 
appeared  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1 787> 
p.  34 ;  and  it  has  been  copied  into  the  "  literary 
Anecdotes,"  vol.  IX.  p.  654.  His  death  occurred 
on  the  12th  of  April  1810;  and  the  following 
memoir  was  inserted  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine for  that  year. 

*'  The  loss  of  this  accomplished  scholar  will  be 
long  and  deeply  deplored  by  all  true  rotariea  of 
science  and  the  fine  arts ;  but  those  only  who  have 
bad  the  happiness  to  be  included  in  the  circle  of 
his  Mends,  can  justly  appreciate  and  duly  regret 
the  many  virtues  whi(^  dignified,  and  the  numer- 

VOL.   VII.  2   T 
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0U8  graces  which  adorned  his  character.  Never 
was  diere  any  man  who  united  in  a  higher  degree 
the  accomplishments  of  the  gentleman  with  the 
attainments  of  the  scholar.  His  pol^hed  man- 
ners. Ills  refined  sentiments,  his  easy  flow  of  wit, 
his  classical  taste,  and  liis  profound  erudition, 
rendered  his  conversation  as  fascinating  as  it  was 
instructiTe.  The  rare  qualities  of  his  heart  pro- 
cured for  him  the  most  devoted  attachment  oi 
relatives  and  friends,  the  affectionate  regards  of  all 
who  knew  him.  A  frame  of  peculiar  delicacy 
incapacitated  Mr.  Walker  for  the  exercise  of  an 
active  profession,  and  early  withdrew  his  mind 
from  the  husy  bustle  of  the  world,  to  the  more 
congenial  occupation  of  literary  retirement.  The 
intervals  of  exemption  from  pain  and  sickness, 
wliicfa  are  usually  passed  in  lai^or  or  in  pleasure, 
were  by  him  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  those 
favourite  departments  of  literature  to  which  he 
was  guided,  not  less  by  natural  taste  than  by  early 
assodation.  To  seek  for  that  best  of  blessings — 
health,  which  his  own  cUmate  denied  him,  'Mi. 
W.  was  induced  to  travel.  The  ardent  mind 
of  this  young  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  letters, 
which  had  drunk  deep  frx)m  the  classic  fountains  of 
antiquity,  and  had  imbibed  the  most  profound 
admiration  for  the  heroes  and  the  sages  of  old, 
regretted  not  his  constitutional  debility,  but  seized 
the  occasion  which  invited  him  to  that  sacred 
theatre  on  which  the  greatest  characters  had 
.figured,  and  the  noblest  works  bad  been  achieved. 
He  visited  Italy;  he  embraced  with  enthusiasm 
that  nxu^e  of  aits  and  of  arms ;  he  trod  with 
devotion  her  classic  ground,  consecrated  by  the 
ashes  of  heroes,  and  immortalized  by  the  effuaons 
of  poets ;  he  studied  her  language,  he  observed 
her  customs  and  her  manners ;  he  admired  the 
inimitable  remains  of  ancient  art,  and  mourned 
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over  the  monuments  of  modem  degradation ;  he 
conversed  with  her  learned  men ;  he  was  enrolled 
in  her  academies,  and  became  almost  naturalized 
to  the  country.  Mr.  W.'s  mind  having  taken 
this  early  direction,  the  study  of  Italian  Literature 
became  his  favourite  pursuit ;  and,  to  his  latest 
hour,  continued  to  he  his  occupation  and  his 
solace.  But,  though  thus  attached  to  the  litera- 
ture of  Italy,  Mr.  W.  was  not  regardless  of  his 
native  land.  At  a  period  when  it  is  fitshiooable  to 
be  altogetiier  English,  this  true  patriot  felt  and 
avowed  his  ardent  attachment  to,  and  decided  pre- 
ference for,  the  coimtry  of  his  birth.  The  first 
fruits  of  his  genius  were  offered  on  the  altar  of 
his  country.  He  devoted  the  earliest  efforts  of  his 
comprehensive  mind  -:  to  vindicate  the  injured 
chanicter,  and  to  enlighten  the  disputed  history  of 
Ireland.  He  dwelt  with  delight  on  her  wild 
romantic  scenery ;  he  loved  the  genius,  the  eccen- 
tric character  of  her  children ;  the  native  language 
of  Ireland  to  his  ears  was  full  of  harmony  and 
force ;  and  the  songs  of  her  bards  filled  his  patri- 
otic soul  with  rapturous  emotion.  He  was,  indeed, 
an  Irishman  of  Ireland's  purest  times.  As  a  critic 
and  an  antiquary  Mr.  W.  was  equally  distin- 
guished. In  his  masterly  delineation  of  the 
revival,  progress,  and  perfection  of  the  Italian 
Drama,  tiie  Muse  of  Italian  Tragedy  appears  with 
new  grace,  attired  in  an  English  dress.  As  the 
restorer  of  the  literary  commerce  between  Eng- 
land and  Italy,  almost  closed  since  the  time  of 
Milton,  the  name  of  Walker  will  be  added  to  those 
of  Roscoe  and  Mathias.  The  Essays  on  the  cus- 
toms and  institutions  of  ancient  Ireland  are  written 
in  the  true  spirit  of  a  native  historian,  and,  as  they 
are  eminently  useful  to  the  antiquary,  must  be 
singularly  interesting  to  every  Irish  breast.  These, 
his  earliest  works  (the  ofispring  of  his  vigorous 
2  T  2 
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mind,  at  a  period  when  many  young  men  are  not 
yet  emancipated  from  the  tyranny  of  pupilage,) 
evince  a  maturity  of  judgment,  a  soundness  of 
criticism,  and  a  range  of  learning,  which  would 
not  disgrace  the  name  of  the  venerable  Vallancey. 

"  Mr.  Walker  returned  from  the  Continent  • 
little  improved  in  health,  but  his  mind  stored  with 
the  treasures  of  observation.  He  soon  retired 
from  the  turbulence  of  a  dty  life  to  the  tranquil- 
hty  and  pure  air  of  his  romantic  villa  under  the 
mountains  of  Wicklow ;  in  this  lovely  seclusion, 
where  the  sublime  grandeur  of  the  distant  view  is 
finely  contrasted  by  the  cultivated  beauty  of  the 
nearer  prospect,  he  found  a  situation  at  once 
favourable  to  his  invalid  state,  and  in  unison  with 
his  taste  and  pursuits.  Still  a  martyr  to  his  con- 
stitutional malady,-}-  he  suffered  it  neither  to  sour 
the  unchangeable  sweetness  of  his  temper,  nor  to 
relax  the  aMour  with  which  he  pursued  his  stu- 
dies. Though  enjoying  his  seclusion,  he  was  not 
deprived  of  the  pleasures  of  society  :  his  solitude 
was  enlivened  by  the  occasional  visits  of  friends, 
and  his  connexion  with  the  world  of  letters  was 
kept  up  by  an  extensive  epistolary  intercourse; 
the  literary  traveller  interrupted  his  studies  to 
admire  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  his  library, 
and  enjoy  the  conversation  of  its  elegant  owner. 
This  valuable  collection  of  choice  and  rare  books 
was,  in  part,  the  fruit  of  his  travels  and  researches, 
and  was  enriched  by  many  contributions  from  his 
learned  friends ;  it  was,  in  truth,  an  honourable 
monument  of  the  taste  and  learning  of  its  master. 

"In  that  Uberality  of  sentiment,  and  in  that 
polish  of  manni^rs,  which  is  the  natural  result  <rf 
travel,  and  which  an  education  entirely  domestic 

*  Tiro  PoanM  od  Mr.  Walker*!  return  trtaa  llalf  ere  prfnted  ia  lb*  Qaa- 
Uemau'i  MiguioB  for  Jalj  1794,  pp.  596,  697. 
t  Ad  ecnte  aithina. 
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can  seldom  supply,  as  well  also  as  in  his  literary 
pursuits,  Mr.  Walker  resembled  that  accomplished 
nobleman  the  late  Earl  of  Charlemont,  whose 
friendship  he  enjoyed  whilst  living,  and  whose 
memory  he  cherished  in  death.  By  the  side  of 
this  etdightened  patriot  he  walked  through  the 
fertile  fiieldB  of  Italian  literature,  and  the  more 
thorny  paths  of  controverted  antiquities,  until  the 
death  of  that  venerable  patriot  deprived  Ireland 
of  her  truest  Mend  and  brightest  ornament.  Mr. 
Walker  did  not  long  survive;  but,  after  a  few 
years  of  mingled  bodily  pain  and  mental  enjoy- 
ment, followed  to  the  grave  this  assodate  of  Ms 
literary  labours." 

The  "  Memoirs  of  Alessandro  Tassoni"  had  been 
finished  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker  a  short  time  previous 
to  his  decease,  and  nere  afterwards  published  in 
1816  by  his  brother  S.  Walker,  Esq.  M.R.LA.  In  the 
editor's  Preface  be  reprints  the  preceding  Memoir 
of  his  brother  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine; 
and  adds  several  letters  to  himself  from  Ms  bro- 
ther's friends, — Dr.  Robert  Anderson,  Miss  Ander- 
son, the  Rev.  John  Black,  author  of  the  "life 
d  Tasso,"  Sir  Richard  Oayton,  of  Adliogton,  and 
Robert  Watson  Wade,  Esq.  of  London.  All  these 
letters  are  highly  honourable  to  the  character  of 
Mr.  Walker.  Dr.  Anderson  observes :  "  Of  Joseph 
Cooper  Walker  it  may  justly  be  said,  that  he  was 
known  to  no  one  by  whom  his  death  has  not 
been  lamented ;  endeared  as  he  was  to  me  by  his 
virtues,  and  the  interchange  of  reciprocal  ami- 
ties, and  much  as  I  respected  his  attainments  as  a 
classical  and  polite  scholar,  I  never  desire  to  part 
with  the  remembrance  of  his  loss.  It  is  a  satis- 
faction to  me  to  think  that  the  friend  and  brother 
of  his  heart  is  the  faithful  guar^an  and  executor 
of  his  literary  fame." 

A  Poem  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Walker  by  his 
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friend  the  Rev.  H.  Boyd,  consistu^  of  24  stanzas, 
is  also  piinted  in  the  editor's  Preface;  and  this 
is  followed  by  an  extract  from  a  Letter  from  Blr. 
Hayley  to  Mr.  S.  Walker,  dated  38th  May  1810. 
"  I  feel  a  melancholy  delight  in  what  you  t^  me 
of  your  fraternal  intention  to  preserve  the  rural 
retreat  and  library  of  your  amiable  brother,  as 
monuments  sacred  to  his  memory ;  and  I  shall  feel 
particularly  gratified,  if  the  few  hasty  lines  which 
arose  spontaneously  from  my  heart  on  the  perusal 
of  your  letter,  have  any  power  to  soothe  the  angiiiwh 
of  recent  sorrow,  that  must  press  very  heavily  oa 
the  near  and  affectionate  relatives  of  my  deputed 
friend!  Foi^ve  their  imperfection,  and  receive 
them  as  a  sincere  though  petty  mark  of  my  sym- 
pathy in  your  loss,  and  of  the  r^ard  vrith  which  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.  W.  H." 

Epitaph  on  Joseph  Coopbb  Walku,  Esq. 

"  Of  gentle  manners,  and  a  generous  mind. 
Friendly  to  Science,  and  to  N&ture  kind ; 
Zealous  to  make  the  worth  of  others  known, 
Tet  often  apt  to  underrate  his  own ! 
Such  Walkbk  liy'd,  enjoying  mental  wealth, 
Tho'  to  retirement  doom'd  by  failing  health ! 

Ye  bards  of  Italy,  and  Erin,  praise 
The  liberal  herald  of  your  various  lays ! 

Endear'd  to  many,  tho*  he  liv'd  aparf^ 
So  widely  spread  the  virtues  of  his  heart; 
Affection  grew  ftvm  tetters  that  he  penn'd. 
Those  who  ne'er  saw  the  Man  revere  the  Friend ; 
And  yet  to  meet  him  in  those  regions  trust 
Where  Qod  appoints  the  union  of  the  jusL 

"W.  H." 

This  epitaph  is  inscribed  upon  an  urn  in  the 
library  of  St.  Valeri ;  in  which  library  it  was  Mr. 
S.  Walker's  intention  to  preserve  religiously  all  his 
brother's  collection  of  books.  He  then  enumerates 
his  literary  friends,  as  follow :  W.  Hayley,  ESsq., 
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Dr.  John  Black,  Lord  Woodhouselee,  W.  Marsdea, 
Esq.  F.R.S.,  T.  Johnes,  Esq.,  W.  Roscoe,  Esq.,  T. 
Pennant,  Esq.,  J.  Ritson,  Rev.  H.  J.  Todd,  Or.  R. 
Anderson,  Dr.  David  Irving,  Mrs.  C.  Smith,  J. 
Penn,  Esq.,  Miss  A.  Bannerman,  Eyles  Irwin,  Esq., 
W.  Preston,  Esq.,  Rev.  E.  Berwick,  Rev.  H.  Boyd, 
T.  J.  Mathias,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  T.  Zouch,  Sir  R. 
Clayton,  Bart.,  Mrs.  H.  Tighe,  Rev.  W.  Parr  Gres- 
well.  Rev.  W.  Shepherd,  Isaac  Ambroke  Eccles, 
E.  Malone,  Di  Lingi  Angeloni,  Sig.  Giaetano  Foli- 
dori.  Abate  Melchior  Cesarotti,  Sig.  Tomasano  de 
Ocheda,  Miss  Susannah  Watts,  Miss  Clara  Reeve, 
Bp.  Percy,  J.  Balfour,  Esq.,  Rev.  E.  Ledwich,  Gen. 
Vallancey,  Miss  Charlotte  Brooke,  Earl  of  Charle- 
mont.  Dr.  Young,  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  R.  Kirwan, 
Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Beaufort,  Dr.  Mervyn  Archdall, 
Isaac  Wdd,  Esq.,  Sir  W.  Ouseley,  Horace  Walpole, 
Dr.  J.  Aikin,  Miss  A.  Plumtree,  Rev.  C.  Dunster, 
Mr.  Burrowes,  Dr.  C.  Bumey,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  B. 
Conyngham,  F.  Hardy,  Esq.,  and  J.  Piukerton. 
And  more  particidarly  two  eminent  noblemen, 
Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 
On  the  14th  of  April,  If  10,  Mr.  Walker  was 
buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Mary,  Dublin, 
where  the  following  epitaph  was  placed  on  his  tomb: 

"  Under  this  atone  (and  adjoining  the  grave  of  his  re- 
vered father  and  mother)  are  deposited  the  mortal  remains 
of  JosBPH  CoopBa  Walkek,  Esq.  who  departed  this 
life  at  St  Valeri,  co.  Wicklow,  on  12th  April,  1810,  in  the 
49th  year  of  his  age. 

'*  The  gentleness  of  his  manners  and  the  purity  of  his 
heart  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him.  His  accom- 
plished mind  placed  him  high  in  sodety ;  bat  his  literary 
works  are  the  best  monmnent  of  his  mental  powers.  Hit 
long-tried  patience,  under  the  affliction  of  sickness,  was 
supported  by  Chnstian  piety  and  confidence  in  hia 
Creator.  The  sincere  sorrow  of  a  numerous  circle  of 
attached  Mends  bespeaks  the  amiable  qualitieB  of  his 
heart ;  and  this  haml»e  memorial  (placed  on  his  grave  by 
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his  afflicted  brother  and  nster)  attests  thnr  gntefol  recol- 
lection of  his  fratOTial  affection,  and  of  his  many  Tirtoes. 

H.DCCO.ZII.  S.  W.  J.  W." 

llie  foUoving  are  the  principal  works  of  Mr. 
Walker: 

1.  Historical  Memoirs  of  the  Irish  Bards.  4to. 
178?. 

2.  Historical  Essaj  on  the  Dress  of  the  ancient 
and  modem  Irish.  To  which  is  subjoined,  a  Me- 
moir on  the  Armour  and  Weapons  of  the  Irish.  4to. 
1788. 

3.  Historical  Memoir  on  Italian  Tragedy. 

4.  Historical  and  Oritical  Essay  on  the  Revival 
of  the  Drama  in  Italy. 

5.  Memoirs  of  Tassoni,  )2mo,  published  after 
his  death  by  his  brother  Mr.  S.  Walker. 

Several  of  his  letters  were  published  by  Mr. 
Dawson  Turner,  in  the  Pinkerton  Correspondence; 
some  extracts  of  which,  illustrative  of  Mr.  Walker's 
own  works,  are  reprinted  in  this  collection.  Some 
of  Mr.  Walker's  letters  are  also  to  be  found  in  the 
Correspondence  of  the  celebrated  Abate  CesarottL 

"Anecdotes  of  Carolan,  the  Irish  Bard,  and  some  of 
his  ContempoiarieB ;  in  a  Letter  from  J.  Coopkb 
Walker,  Esq.  to  his  Friend.* 

**  It  is  a  fact  well  ascertuned,  that  the  hme  of  Carolan 
having  reached  the  ears  of  an  eminent  Italian  music- 
master  in  Dublin,  he  put  his  abilities  to  a  severe  test ; 
and  the  issue  of  the  trial  convinced  him  how  well-fbnnded 
ererythiag  had  been  which  was  advanced  in  favour  of 
our  Irish  Bard.  The  method  he  made  use  of  was  as 
follows : — He  singled  out  an  excellent  piece  of  mnsic^ 
and  highly  in  the  styla  of  the  country  which  gave  him 
birth :  here  and  there  he  either  altered  or  mutiuted  the 
piece ;  but,  in  such  a  maunerj  as  that  no  one  but  a  real 
judge  could  make  a  discoverj^    Carolan  bestowed  the 
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deepest  Kttentdon  upon  the  performer  whQe  he  played  it, 
not  knowing,  however,  that  it  was  intended  as  a  trial  of 
hia  skill,  and  that  the  critical  moment  was  at  hand  which 
was  to  determine  his  reputation  for  ever.  He  declared 
it  was  an  admirable  piece  of  moaic;  but,  to  the  asto- 
nishment of  all  present,  said,  very  humourously,  in  his 
own  langna^  ^a  m  air  choif  air  batmghe ;  that  is,  here 
and  tliere  it  limps  and  stumbles.  He  was  prayed  to 
rectify  the  errors,  which  he  accordingly  did ;  and  the 
Italian  no  sooner  saw  the  amendments,  than  he  pro- 
nounced Carolan  to  be  a  true  musical  genius. 

"  In  die  banning  of  the  last  century,  the  then  Lord 
Mayo  brought  from  Dublin  a  celebrated  ItaUau  performer 
to  spend  some  time  with  him  at  his  seat  in  the  country. 
Carolan,  who  was  at  that  time  on  &  visit  at  his  lordship's, 
fonod  himself  greatly  n^lected;  and  complained  of  it 
one  day  in  the  presence  of  the  celebrated  Geminiani. 
'  When  you  play  in  as  masterly  a  manner  as  he  does  (re- 
plies his  lordship),  you  shall  not  be  overlooked.'  Carohui 
wagered  with  the  musician,  that,  though  he  waa  almost  a 
total  stranger  to  Italian  music,  yet  he  wodd  follow  him  in 
any  piece  he  played ;  and  that  he  himself  would  after- 
wuxla  play  a  voluntary  in  which  the  Italian  should  not 
follow  him.  The  proposal  was  acceded  to,  and  Carolan 
was  victorious. 

"  Mr.  O'Connor,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  makes  honour- 
able mention  of  a  piece  of  his  sacred  music.  *  On  Easter- 
day  (says  the  amiable  old  man]  I  heard  him  play  it  at 
mass.  He  called  the  piece,  Gloria  In  excelsis  Deo ;  and 
he  sung  that  hymn  in  Irish  verses  as  be  played.  At  the 
Lord's  Prayer  he  stopped ;  and,  after  the  priest  ended  it, 
he  sang  again,  and  played  a  piece,  which  he  denominated, 
the  Resurrection,  His  enthusiasm  of  devotion  affected 
the  whole  coi^r^^tion.' — '  Le  genie  du  musiden  sonmet 
rnnivers  entier  &  son  art.' 

"  Charies  Mac  Cabe,  the  fiavourite  friend  and  companion 
of  our  Bard,  bad  some  humour,  which  he  used  frequently 
to  exercise  on  Carolan,  generally  availing  himself,  on  such 
occasions,  of  bis  blindness.  Of  this  I  will  give  one  in- 
stance :  Mac  Cabe,  after  an  absence  of  some  months 
from  his  friend,  met  him  riding  one  day  near  his  own 
house,  attended  by  a  boy ;  immediately  winking  at  the 
boy,  and  totally  altering  his  voice,  he  accosted  Carolan  as 
a  stranger.     In  the  course  of  converation,  the  dissembler 
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insinuated,  tltat  he  had  come  from  Mao  CaWs  nraghbon^ 
hood ;  OD  which  Carolan  eagerly  inquired,  did  be  know 
one  Charles  Mac  Cabe  ?  I  once  knew  him,  replied  Mac 
Cahe.  How,  once .'  What  do  you  mean  b;  that  i  nji 
Carolan.  I  mean,  answered  the  Wag,  that  this  day 
se'night  I  was  at  his  funeral,  and  few  there  were  more 

gieved  than  I  was,  for  he  was  my  moat  intimate  friend, 
arolan,  shocked  and  movect  by  thia  melancholy  newi, 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears :  ba^  soon  recorehng  from 
this  paroxysm  of  grief,  he  h^an  to  lament  that  there  wai 
no  friend  near  him  to  commit  to  writing  a  few  thouditi 
which  had  just  entered  his  mind.  Mac  Cabe  o&red  to 
be  his  amanuensis,  on  which  Carolan  dictated  a  quibbling 
Epitaph,  of  which  we  have  no  translation. 

"  As  soon  as  Carolan  had  finished  die  w^tnmptu,  Mu 
Cabe  assumed  his  proper  Toice,  and  rallied  the  good- 
natured  Bard,  on  giving  him  such  a  sincere  i»oof  of  hii 
affection. 

"  But  the  period  was  nov  approadiing  at  which  Caro- 
lan's  feehngs  were  to  receive  a  violent  shock.  la  the 
year  1733^  the  wife  of  his  bosom  was  torn  from  him  by 
the  hand  of  Death,  This  melancholy  event  threw  a  glooni 
over  his  mind,  which  was  never  after  entirely  dissipated. 
As  soon  as  the  transports  of  his  grief  were  a  lUtle  sub- 
sided, he  composed  the  following  Monody. — For  iIm 
benefit  of  the  English  Reader,  I  shiul  here  give  an  elegant 
paraphrase  of  this  Monody  by  a  young  Lady,  whose  name 
1  am  enjoined  to  conceal.  With  the  modesty  ever  attendint 
on  true  merit,  and  with  the  sweet  timidity  natoial  to  hd 
sex,  she  shrinks  from  the  public  eye. 

'  Cabolan's  Monodt  on  thb  Death  of  Mabt 
Mac  Gdibe. 

'  Were  mine  Uie  ehoiM  of  intaUectnl  ttmt. 

Of  ipellfnl  song,  and  eloqaencc  divine, 
Paintinz'i  iveet  power,  PbUoaopbj'i  pun  Sune, 

And  Homet'i  lyre,  uid  Oulan'i  hnp  were  mise, 
He  splendid  trta  of  Brin,  Qisece,  end  Rome, 

In  MAnT  loat,  wonid  line  tlidr  wanted  (noe, 
All  would  I  gire  to  gnatch  her  trmn  the  tomb, 

Afain  to  fold  bar  in  mf  fond  embntoe. 

'  Detponding,  aick,  eihanited  with  mj  grie^ 
Awhile  the  fonnti  of  eorrow  ceaie  to  flow. 
In  Tain  1 — 1  reet  not — aleep  brings  no  relief;— 
QMcrlest,  MHnpuiionkH,  I  wake  to  woe. 
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Not  blrtb  nor  b«aiLt7  itull  igun  ■Ihm, 

Nor  fortons  win  me  to  mother  Bride : 
AloDB  I^  wmdcr,  and  tlone  eodnra, 

TQl  death  Tsitore  me  to  1117  dew-one'*  fide. 
'  Oaee  enrj  thought,  and  erery  leene  wu  (ij, 

FHondi,  mirth,  and  mniic,  all  my  houn  emplojed— 
Now  doom'd  to  mtmra  mj  lut  aad  jean  awajr, 

M  7  life  a  aoUtnde  1— mf  henrt  •  roid ! 
AIm  the  ohange  I — to  ohann  again  do  more  I 

For  ereijr  comfort  la  witih  Makt  fled : 
Aod  ccMdeM  angniab  ihall  herleei  deplore. 

Till  age  and  mrow  joio  me  with  the  dead. 
'  Adiea  each  gift  of  nature  and  of  art, 

That  eret  adorn'd  me  in  life's  early  prime  I 
The  dondlea*  temper,  and  the  aodal  heart, 

The  tool  etberetl,  and  thefll|^t*  w"'     ' 


nj  loaa,  mj  Mabt,  chafed  them  from  my  breittl 

Thy  aweetneae  obeen,  Oiy  jodgmenl    ' 
ne  Hue  deaeiti  a  heart  with  grief  o; 


ly  aweetneae  obeen,  Oiy  judgment  ^di  no  more  ^— 
__.  Hnae  deaeita  •  heart  with  grief  ojipnafr— 
And  loet  it  ereiy  joy  that  chum'd  befeiTe.* 

"  Carolan  did  not  contiime  long  in  this  vale  of  sorrov, 
after  the  departure  of  his  beloved  wife.  While  on  a  visit 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mac  Dermot,  of  Alderford,  in  the 
CO.  Roscommon,  he  died  in  the  month  of  Mardi,  1738^ 
in  the  68tli  year  of  his  ^e.* — He  was  interred  in  the 
parish  church  of  Ejlronan,  in  the  diocese  of  Ardagh ;  but 
'  not  a  atone  tells  where  he  lies.' 

"  Mr.  O'Connor,  when  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kil- 
ronaD}  indulged  Imnself  in  the  melioicholy  pleasure  of 
visiting  tlie  grave  of  bis  departed  friend.  '  I  last  Sunday 
(sud  he]  pud  a  visit  to  poor  Carolan's  grave.  It  excited 
some  melancholy  feeliJogs,  and  reminded  me  of  my 
approaching  dissolution :  my  feeble  state  convincing  me 
that  the  thread  of  my  life  is  between  the  shears.f  May  I 
make  the  proper  use  of  this  merciful  suspension  of  Uie 
cut !' — And  agun,  in  another  letter — '  In  my  pensive 
mood  at  Kilronan,  I  stood  over  poor  Carolui's  grave, 

*  "  If  erer  the  Pnblick  ahanld  taatify  a  dedre  to  be  In  poaeetsion  of  m 
great  a  traunre  aa  a  correct  editian  of  all  hi*  eompoaitioni,  jtm  may,  with- 
out heriMion.point  ont  Mr.  L.  Hnat,  of  Bojle,  in  the  co.  Roaeommon,  at » 
proper  otqect  of  choice,  and  ai  the  Atteatpenon  to  BitennlTar*aliati)flu:tl[m 
u  uia  partknlar.  At  an  early  period  of  hi*  life,  ttda  retpectatile  character 
and  lahiable  member  of  Mciefy  n*e  ipecjmeni  of  an  nncommon  taite  far 
morick,  which  it  ha*  been  erer  after  hi*  chief  iCndy  to  cnltiTate  nnder  thn 
beet  matter*,  with  all  poeaible  care  and  aaaidnity.  A  correct  edneatioa,  and 
a  congenial  tnm  of  ndnd,  qnaliiy  him  in  an  eminent  degree  to  aonnd  the 
depth  of  Carolsn'i  geaioi,  to  diMorer  hia  real  beanliBi,  hi*  n*llTe  rigonr, 

t  "  Come*  the  blind  fary  with  abhorred  theara. 

And  iliti  the  thin-apnn  life.''~-MiLT0H^  LftUUt, 
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covered  with  sn  heap  of  stones ;  and  I  found  hia  ilnill  in 
8  niche  near  the  grsve,  perforated  a  little  in  the  forehead, 
that  it  might  be  known  oj  that  mark.' 

"  Thouffh  Carolan  died  unirersally  lamented,  he  would 
have  died  unsung,  had  not  the  bumble  Mose  of  Mac 
Cabe  poured  a  few  elegiac  strains  over  his  cold  remains. 
This  foithful  Mend  composed  a  short  el^y  on  his  death, 
which  is  evidently  an  effusion  of  unfeigned  grief.  DiTested 
of  meretricious  ornaments,  it  is  the  picture  of  a  mind 
torn  with  anguish.  Thongh  this  Elegy  will  afford  little 
pleasure  to  we  fastidious  reader,  it  will  gntaSj  the  reader 
of  sensibility  to  find  it  here. 

"MARBHNA. 

"  Btnou  Imurinte,  ad  mheiwi  nkr  chnU  nitre, 
Ib  mlntiii  siiuKhla  &  chailleu  mo  dUU  AiW; 
Nl'I  piui,  nl'I  psuuid,  nl'l  n>l  nloi  tronun  chnlta 
Nl  Big  D>  ceirad,  no  icundh  na  ooompinaigh  ; 
Ulle  igni  Mu^t  ceead  faUadhun  bhln, 
Hooht  dau  agn*  fiehe, — an  tlomlLo, 
O  tMutht  ChiiMta  dhar  aaoiadh  tUa, 
Co  Bii  TTMrtUUtaUU^k  (71  O—riktlUm. 

"  It  now  remains  to  draw  the  character  of  Carolao.  But 
this  has  been  already  done  by  Mr.  O'Connor,  with  hia 
usual  elegance  and  energy;  and  I  shall  here  present  the 
picture  drawn  by  his  masterly  band.  It  woula  be  an  un- 
pardonable act  of  presumption  and  temerity  to  alter  a 
feature  in  a  portnut  Dy  a  L«ly  or  a  Vandyck,  a  Rnbena  or 
a  Reynolds,—*  Very  few  hare  I  ever  known,  who  had  a 
more  vigorous  mind,  but  a  mind  undisciplined,  throu^ 
the  defect,  or  rather  absence  of  cultivation.  Absolutely 
the  child  of  nature,  he  was  governed  by  the  indulgences, 
and,  at  times,  by  the  caprices  of  that  mother.  Hia  imagi- 
nation, ever  on  the  wing,  was  eccentric  in  its  poetic  flights; 
yet,  as  far  as  that  faculty  can  be  employed  in  the  harmo- 
nic art,  it  was  steady  and  collected.  In  the  variety  of  his 
musical  numbers,  he  knew  how  to  make  a  selection,  and 
seldom  was  contented  with  mediocrity.  So  heppy,  so 
elevated  was  he,  in  some  of  his  compositions,  that  he 
excited  the  wonder,  and  obtained  the  approbation,  of  a 
great  master,  who  never  saw  him ;  I  mean  CfemimatiL — 
He  outstripped  his  predecessors  in  the  three  species  of 
composition  used  among  the  Irish ;  but  he  never  omitted 
giving  due  praise  to  several  of  his  countrymen  who  ex- 
celled before  him  in  his  art. — ^The  Italian  compositions  he 
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? referred  to  all  others :  Vivaldi  charmed  him,  and  with 
lorelli  he  was  enraptared.  He  spoke  elegantly  in  bis 
maternal  language,  hat  had  advanced  in  years  before  he 
learned  English :  he  delivered  himself  bat  indifierently  in 
that  langoage,  and  yet  he  did  not  like  to  be  corrected  in 
his  solecisma.  It  need  not  be  concealed,  that  he  indulged 
in  the  ose  of  spiritaons  liquors  ;  this  habit  he  thought, 
or  pretended  to  think,  added  strength  to  the  fights  of  his 
genius ;  but  in  juBtice  it  must  be  observed,  that  he  was 
seldom  sarpiised  by  intozicatjon.  Constitutionally  pious, 
he  never  omitted  daily  prayer,  and  fondly  imagined  him- 
self inspired,  when  he  composed  some  pieces  of  church 
muuc.  This  idea  contribated  to  his  devotion  and  thanks- 
givings. C^y  from  nature,  and  cheerful  from  habit,  be 
was  a  pleasing  member  of  society.  And  his  talents  and 
his  morality  procured  him  esteem  and  friends  everywhere.' 
"  Carolan  had  seven  children  by  bis  wife ;  six  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  His  son,  who  had  studied  music,  went 
to  London,  where  he  taught  the  Irish  harp :  but,  before 
his  departure,  he  published,  by  subscription,  in  1747,  a 
collection  of  his  father's  munc,  omitting  some  of  his  best 
pieces. 

"  Favourable  circumstances  and  casual  advantages  often 
accelerate  the  prepress  of  some  to  the  temple  of  fame ; 
while  others  move  but  slowly,  and  must  patiently  wait  to 
remove  every  obstruction  in  their  passage.  An  Addison, 
a  Swift^  and  the  other  luminaries  of  the  age  in  which  they 
flourished,  had  an  academical  education :  the  first  dawn- 
ings  of  dieir  eenius  prejudiced  a  discerning  public  in 
their  favour:  they  obtained  the  patronage  of  the  great; 
and  printing-presses  were  at  all  moments  ready  to  spread 
reputations  bo  susceptible  of  an  increase.  Far  different 
was  the  fate  of  Carolan.  His  first  entrance  into  the 
world  (though  below  a  state  of  affluence,  yet  a  degree 
above  poverty),  together  with  a  total  privation  of  sight, 
with  which  he  was  stntck  at  an  early  age,  precluded 
many  opportunities  of  improvement.  The  first  dawnings 
of  his  genius  were  scarcely  attended  to ;  nay,  the  preju- 
dices aeainst  a  poor  blind  harper  must  be  subdued  and 
softened  only  by  those  superior  powers  which,  late  in 
life,  he  manifested,  and  which  broke  forth  with  such 
fordble  resistance.  The  language,  too,  which  he  made 
use  of,  was  so  unfashionable,  that,  among  the  great,  to 
speak  or  study  it,  was  deemed  a  mark  of  vu^arity.    Tbvm 
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was  Carolan'fl  merit,  during  Ms  lifetime,  ooofined  witUii 

the  narrow  circle  of  his  acquaintance ;  without  the  aw 
livening  prospect,  or  single  ray  of  hope,  that  hia  name, 
after  hia  decease,  shoold  be  held  in  veneration. 

"  If  some  particnlar  circumstances,  then,  prevent  our 
observing  the  great  progress  of  intellectoal  illnminatioii, 
the  same  observation  will  equally  apply  to  the  Stella 
minores,  which  generally  accompany  that  illnminatlon.  It 
is  not  my  desire  to  assign  too  high  a  niche  in  the  temple 
of  fame  to  my  favourite  bard ;  but,  £rom  the  spedmens  he 
has  exhibited,  I  presume  to  give  him  the  rank  which,  with 
the  advantages  of  due  cultivation,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  be 
would  have  held,  rather  than  that  which  he  realfy  oca^ned. 

"Jxuxs  Whttb,  of  Ballymote,  co.  Shgo,  holds  the  same 
rank  in  the  line  of  genius,  with  respect  to  his  cotemporary 
Carolan,  that  the  minor  poets  hold  with  regard  to  tlieir 
superiors.  Bom  with  a  rich  vein  of  comic  humour,*  he 
possessed  powers  sufficient  to  turn  (if  possible)  things  the 
most  serious  into  doworight  ridicule ;  but,  bis  talent  never 
having  received  a  proper  direction,  he  abandoned  himself 
to  the  luxuriancy  of  his  imagination.  About  twenty 
years  ago  his  memory  was  fresh  in  the  minds  of  many  in 
the  barony  of  Corran,  in  the  county  of  SUgo.  The  story 
of  a  poor  homely  man  (Cruighura  bni  O'Oallaghnre),  who 
was  witness  to  the  many  calamities  of  Irehmd  after  the 
battles  of  the  Boyne  and  Aghrim,  and  which  Whyte  (who 
has  often  heard  him  boast,  with  a  great  share  of  vanity,  of 
the  wonders  he  had  seen  during  the  civil  wars,)  has  framed, 
is  a  master-piece  of  humour  not  to  be  equalled  perhaps  by 
a  Farquhar  or  a  Sheridan.  His  descriptions  of  an  enter- 
tainment and  council  held  at  Temple-house  (the  &mily 
seat  of  the  Percevals,  co.  Sligo),  may  be  considered  as  titt 
nepbu  ultra  of  all  the  subjects  that  the  wit  of  man  has 
ever  devised,  to  excite  and  continue  the  loudest  peals  of 
laughter.  A  gentleman,  in  whose  hands  the  salt  ctf  real 
humour  has  never  lost  an  atom  of  its  original  flavour,  baa 
often  repeated  it  to  me ;  never,  I  must  confess,  without 
leaving  tiie  strongest  desire  upon  my  mind  that  he  would, 
for  my  entertainment,  renew  the  comic  scene,  and  hold 
again  and  again  so  faithful  and  true  a  mirror  up  to  nature. 

•  "  Mr.  0 

woold  lui*e  I 
yoQ  haud  hi 
«Flth  aMrioDi  ai 
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"  FiL  O'Fbiqhnt  was  another  of  the  ateUa  miaorei,  who 
liredinthetimeof  Carolanand  Whyte,  He  seemed  to  hare 
a  talent  for  Irish  odea :  bat,  growing  conscioiiB  too  soon 
of  whatever  abililieB  he  possessed,  he  sometimes  stretched 
his  strings  beyond  their  natural  tone.  Man;  other 
instances  coold  oe  produced  in  support  of  this  hypothesis. 
"The  Ode  intituled  'Tiaghama  Mhughe-eo'  was 
composed  by  a  poor  dependent  of  a  former  Lord  Mayo, 
whom  he  had  taken,  &om  motives  of  benevolence,  nnder 
his  roof  and  protection ;  and  whom  the  fear  of  continuing 
in  his  Lordship's  disgrace,  after  having  incurred  his  dis- 
pleasure, indted  to  ^ve  birth  to  one  of  the  finest  produc- 
tions, for  sentiment  and  harmony,  that  ever  did  honour 
to  any  conntry.  We  have  no  other  memorial  of  that 
composer's  genios.  Perhaps  he  was  not  conscious  of  the 
powers  he  possessed ;  or,  hke  many  other  eminent  men, 
naving  attained  the  object  of  his  wishes,  and  seeing  him- 
self in  the  enjoyment  of  competence  and  ease,  be  grew 
careless  about  fome>  and  n^lected  all  the  means  of  per- 
petuating his  memory,  Ccrtun  it  is,  that  the  '  ll^h- 
ama  Mfaaighe-eo,'  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  first 
sketches  of  it,  were  planned  in  the  house  of  a  respectable 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Finn,  near  Boyle,  who  served  in 
the  late  wars  of  Ireland  in  the  commission  of  a  captain, 
and  who  proposed  an  attempt  of  this  nature  as  the  most 
efiectual  means  of  recondliation  with  his  offended  patron. 
It  is  one  of  those  compositions  that  please  all  men,  of 
whatever  age  or  condition ;  and  was,  for  the  first  time, 
played  in  Lord  Mayo's  hall,  on  Christmas  Eve,  where 
our  penitent  bard  had  concealed  himself  after  night-fall, 
&om  an  apprehension  that  the  most  humble  advances 
would  not  soften  his  Lordship's  resentment.     He  con- 

i'ured  him,  by  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  grant 
lim  forgiveness,  in  a  strun  of  most  natural  pathos,  which 
he  accompanied  with  his  harp. 

"The  nattering  manner  in  which  my  correspondent  has 
mentioned  the  Tiaghama  Mhaighe-eo,  must  undonbtedly 
have  awakened  the  reader's  literary  curiosity.  But,  were 
his  curiosity  to  look  round  for  gratification,  it  would  pro- 
bably be  disappointed;  for  this  Ode  (which,  on  the  indis- 
putable authority  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  I  can  assert,  was 
composed  by  David  Murphy,  a  retuner  of  the  Mayo 
family,)  baa  scarcely  met  the  pubhc  eye.     I  will  therefore 
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Bubjoin  an  English  vernon  of  it,  by  the  elq^t  tmislar 
tor  of  Carolan's  Monody. 

"TUBBARKA  HHAIQHB-EO. 

Tnuulated  bj  «  Ltij- 
'  Iniplring  tmni  of  oluKiring  wina  t 

Onca  more  I  we  Ihee  flow ; 
Halp  me  to  nUe  tbe  laj  dlnae, 

J^opitiate  ibj  Hajo. 
'  HifO,  vhoie  lalonr  tweepi  the  field. 

And  airelU  t^ie  tmmp  of  Fame  ; 
Maj  HcBT'n'a  high  paw'T  tbe  ohucidoii  ahidd ! 

And  d«iithlT#n  be  hi*  lume  I 
*  Of  Qlorj'a  wiu  Uura  stoiioat  bdr, 

Thon  braiudk  of  Honoor'a  root  1 
Daaot  ma  not,  batboaddiineMr, 

PrapWona  to  mf  anit. 
'  O !  bid  dif  edl'd  baid  retmi, 

Too  long  ttom  Mh/cj  fled ; 
No  mora  b  abaenoe  let  him  moani, 

Tiil  cuth  aluU  bUe  hia  bead ! 
'  SUeld  of  dafenoe,  and  prinody  awaf  I 

Haj  He  who  nilea  tlie  aky 
ProLong  on  earth  thj  ^loriona  day. 

And  erery  good  inpplj  I 
'OJodithhirl  Suianiu aweatl* 

Wld  eye,  and  boanteotu  handl 


To  RiCHASD  GouOH,  Esq. 

"  SiBj  IVeanry  CIiamI>en,  DobHa,  Jnly  9,  178T. 

"  I  am  happy  to  learn  &om  my  friend  Mr.  Ledirid), 
that  you  are  now  proceeding  X  on  Ireland.  As  an  admirer 
of  your  writings,  and  as  one  who  has  employed  some  of 
his  leisure  hours  in  making  researches  concerning  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  this  country,  permit  me  to  offer 
you  my  services.  Be  assured,  Sir,  I  shall  be  happy  in 
promoting  your  inquiries  in  this  country  to  the  utmost  of 
my  poor  abilities. 

"From  the  crude  work  which  I  published  sometime 
since  on  the  Irish  Bards,  I  fear  you  will  not  derive  mnch 

*  "  Chfldren  of  Lord  Hayo. 

+  "  The  epithet  of '  Coeor  da  lion '  waa  Ixatowed  on  Richard  I.  «f  bf 
land  by  tiia  poeta  of  bU  age.  Tlda  Percy'a  Eaaay  oo  Aac.  Siw.  Nik 
p.  80." 

%  In  Mr.  Qon^'a  edition  (rf  CMndea'i 
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information ;  however,  it  iqbt  at  least  serve  to  suggest  to 
you  inquiries  on  the  subject.  I  am  now  collecting  materia 
for  an  tiistorical  Essay  on  the  Irish  Dress,  from  the  most 
unquestionable  aathorities,  viz.  the  Brehon  Laws,  Irish 
Annals  and  Statutes,  Sepulchral  Monuments,  &c.  To 
this  httle  work  I  hope  to  put  the  last  hand  in  the  course 
of  the  summer. 

"  I   have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant,  J.  C.  Walceb." 


"  SlB,  TreuiTT  Clumber,  DufaUn,  Sept.  *,  1787. 

"  I  am  honoured  with  your  polite  favour  of  27tb  July. 

"  Command  me  to  the  utmost  of  my  poor  abilities. 
Tou  have  a  just  clum  on  the  services  of  all  those  who 
devote  their  leisure  to  the  study  of  antiqiuties;  they  are 
under  many  obli^tions  to  you. 

"  I  am  happy  to  find  you  approve  of  my  present  under- 
taking. I  am  following  the  safest  guides,  and  mean  to 
illustrate  with  sepulchral  figures,  in  bumble  imitation  of 
your  superb  work.  Did  I  not  mean  to  publish  in  a  few 
months,  I  would  offer  you  the  immediate  use  of  the  fruits 
of  my  researches.  Give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  as  a  literary 
veteran,  whether  you  would  recommend  it  to  me  to  pubhsh 
at  my  own  expense,  or  dispose  of  the  MS.  in  London  ? 

"  I  can  only  attribute  to  your  pohteness  the  flattering 
mention  you  are  pleased  to  make  of  my  former  pubUca- 
tion;  it  was  the  work  of  a  very  young  man  of  various 
avocations,  given  '  in  giddy  haste'  to  the  public  eye. 
Though  it  has  obtained  for  me  academic  honours  on  Uie 
Continent,  how  often  have  I  wished  it  had  never  left  my 
closet !  at  least,  in  its  present  crude  state. 

"  The  inclosed  proposals  will  acquaint  you  with  an 
undertaking  to  which,  I  am  sure,  you  will  wish  success. 
Mr.  Beauford  (who  is  a  particular  friend  of  mine)  is  now. 
on  his  tour  of  observation.  Perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
prevail  on  him  to  afford  you  some  aid.  He  has  promised 
to  keep  a  journal. 

"  I  presume  you  are  no  stranger  to  the  county  histories 
of  Smith,  Harris,  and  Ferrar.  A  liistorv  of  the  county 
of  Clare  is  in  great  forwardness.  I  shall  endeavonr  to 
prevul  with  an  ingenious  friend  of  mine,  who  has  a  consi- 
derable property  in  the  county  of  Galway,  to  draw  up  an 
account  of  its  present  state,  which,  if  I  succeed,  I  shall 
VOL.  VU.  2  Z 
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communicate  to  you.     From  roy  learned  friead  Ijedwidi 

yoa  may  expect  solid  information. 

"  I  observe  your  friend  Nichols  occasionally  toudies 

on  Iriah  matters  in  his  valuable  Magazine.     Please  to 

assure  him  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  promoting  his 

inquiries. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.    Joseph  C.  Walkbb-'* 
'*  I  have  some  reason  to  think,  that  Mr.  Conyngham's 

Drawings  willj  ere  long,  he  given  to  the  public." 

Mr.  QouoH  to  J.  C.  Walker,  Esq. 
"  Sir,  EnfieU,  Sept.  IS,  1787. 

"  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acknowledging  yonr 
ohliging  favour  of  the  4tn  inst.  which  was  delivered  to  me 
this  morning,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  very  liberal  offer 
of  assistance  in  my  undertaking. 

"  If  I  knew  how  to  reimburse  yon,  or  by  what  hands  to 
make  payment,  I  would  beg  to  he  set  down  for  two  co{ne« 
of  Mr.  BeBuford's  Map.  Before  this,  whose  do  yoa 
esteem  the  best  general  Map;  and  how  are  Mackenzie's 
Nautical  Surveys  esteemed  ? 

"  The  best  answer  I  can  give  you  on  the  subject  of 
your  intended  publication,  is  my  own  example.  I  ventnied 
to  publish  the  '  Sepulchral  Monuments'  at  my  own  ex- 
pense, but  I  dared  not  do  so  with  the  '  Britannia.' 
Aquatinta  printa  are  more  expensive  than  others  becaaae 
less  productive.  If  you  have  seen  Mr.  Douglas's  '  Nenia 
Britannica,'  of  which  the  plates  are  executed  in  aqoatinta, 
by  himself,  in  a  masterly  style,  you  will  be  confirmed  in 
your  partiality  for  that  mode.  If  I  may  again  quota 
myself,  I  should  prefer  engraving  for  sepulchral  monn- 
ments.  But  so  much  depends  on  the  style  that  it  is 
difficult  to  decide, 

"The  county  histories  yon  mention  I  am  possessed 
of,  and  shall  be  glad  to  add  any  new  ones  to  them.  I  fear 
I  cannot  wut  for  Clare  and  Galway,  and  I  should  be  sorry 
to  forestal  them.* 

"  Mr.  Nichols  desires  to  retam  his  best  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  attention  to  his  inquiries,  and  will  esteem 
himself  honoured  by  such  a  correspondent. 

"  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  see  Mr.  Conyn^ 
ham's  drawings  engraved. 

*  i.  e.  in  the  Brlbutnit. 
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"  What  became  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walter's  proposals,  in 
1774>  for  Obaerrations  on  the  North  of  Ireland?  Could 
the  Proposals  themselves,  with  the  print  annexed,  be 
obtained  i 

"  Your  obedient  serrant,  R.  Gouoh." 


Mr.  Walker  to  Richard  Qodgh,  Eaq. 

**  Sir,  TroHurT  CbunlMn,8ept.  36, 17BT. 

"  I  am  honoured  with  your  farour  of  the  13th  instant, 
for  which,  but  particalarly  for  the  kind  adrice  it  contained, 
accept  my  warmest  thanks. 

"  Inclosed  I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  two  receipts 
for  Beauford's  Map.  Be  not  uneasy  about  reimbursing 
me.  I  shall  direct  Counsellor  Marsden,  or  some  other 
friend,  to  call  on  you  or  Mr.  Nichols  for  the  money. 

"  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  list  of  drawings  in 
the  possession  of  my  kinsman  Cooper.  Such  of  them  as 
yon  would  wish  to  have  I  shall  get  copied  for  you.  As 
my  little  work  is  in  great  forwardness,  I  shall  not  offer  you 
copies  of  any  of  the  drawings  with  which  I  mean  to  ilias- 
trateit 

"  In  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
which  will  probably  appear  in  the  be^nning  of  November, 
you  will  find  some  valuable  information  wiUi  respect  to  the 
ancient  state  of  Irish  Literature ;  also  a  circumstaatial  ac- 
count of  the  discovery  of  the  Ogham  Inscription  in  the 
mountains  of  Callan.  And  in  less  ihaa  six  months,  I  have 
good  reason  to  think,  the  press  will  eject  the  Brehon  Laws 
which  were  found  in  the  Sebright  Collection. 

"  I  shall  here  mention,  en  passant,  that  it  is  conjectured 
this  country,  as  well  as  Italy,  could  once  boaat  volcanoes, 
ftom  the  circumstance  of  several  craters  having  been  dis- 
covered on  the  tops  of  some  of  our  mountains,  and  from 
the  word  time,  or  fire,  being  generally  united  with  the 
names  of  those  mountains. 

"  Tou  inquire  about  the  best  general  map  of  Ireland. 
Grienon's  four-sheet  map  is  said  to  be  the  best,  yet  I 
would  recommend  Andrews's  to  you.  Bowles's  is  a  very  bad 
map.  I  wish  you  could  get  a  peep  at  VaUancey's  MiUtary 
S,urvey,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  his  Majesty's  library.  Wil- 
son, in  the  second  edition  of  his '  Post  Ch^se  Companion,' 
has  given  an  excellent  little  map  of  Ireland. 

2  z  2 
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"  Mackenzie's  Naotical  Surveys  were  well  received  here, 
jret  are  Bot  allowed  to  be  very  correct,  particularly  with 
r^pird  to  the  Northern  Coast 

"  Walker's  Proposals  I  have  never  seen,  bat  shall  en- 
deavour to  obtun  a  copy  for  yon.  The  work  was  never 
carried  into  execution. 

•'  I  presume  you  have  seen  'Views  in  DubHn,'  by  Poole 
and  Cash,  and  Milton's  charoaing  '  Views  of  the  Seats  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Ireland.' 

"  Whenever  you  happen  to  visit  the  British  Museoin, 
I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  run  your  eye  throogh  the 
minutes  of  a  Philoaophical  Society  formerly  held  in  Tri- 
nity College,  Dublin,  which  Bishop  Pococke  presented  to 
the  Museum.* 

"  Either  in  this,  or  in  my  next,  I  shall  send  you  Pro- 
posals for  a  '  Natural  History  of  Ireland,'  and  for  a  new 
edition  of  '  Lodge's  Peerage.' 

"  Be  so  good.  Sir,  as  to  make  my  best  compliments  to 
Mr.  Nichols,  and  beg  of  him  to  command  my  services.  la 
the  new  edition  of  the  Spectator  gone  to  press  yet?  1 
hope  he  means  to  throw  the  notes  into  the  end  of  eack 
volume.  J.  C.  Wai.kbb. 

"  Have  you  heard  what  is  become  of  Wrighf  s  PB|>en  ?" 


Mr.  GouQH  to  J.  C.  Walkeb,  Esq. 

"  Sib,  Ocl  u,  1787. 

"  I  have  the  favour  of  yours  of  September  26,  inclosiDg 
a  number  of  proposals  for  interesting  publications  going 
forwards  among  you.  I  wish  to  give  my  countenance  to 
them  all,  provided  I  may  do  it  in  my  accustomed  frian— 
of  giving  my  name  without  paying  a  deposit,  The  reasons 
for  this  will  be  obvious,  and  I  trust  my  word  will  find  the 
same  credit  in  Ireland  as  in  EngUnd.  If  a  folio  plate 
could  be  composed  of  the  eighteen  round  towera  and 
Trim  yellow  steeple,  from  Mr.  Cooper's  drawings,  I 
would  gladly  engrave  it.  The  other  views  do  not  fall 
within  the  plan  of  my  work. 

"  Grienon's  and  Andrews'  maps  of  Ireland  are  new  to 
me ;  but  I  shall  inquire  after  them.     In  English  Connty 

*  Minatei  and  Reciiter  of  the  PhiloMpbicil  Swiitf  In  DnbUo  tnm  1683 
to  1687.  MSS.  Add.  4811  and  4S12.  See  the  coatenls  described  in  Ay- 
cough'B  Catalogue,  p.  473.  Of  Bp,  Pocooke  tee  Memtdn  in  Uttarj  Amc- 
dotee,  II.  pp.  1S7,  ISB. 
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Maps  Andrews  liaa  not  the  reputation  of  correctDess.  Had 

Jon  not  mentioned  other  maps  I  shotild  have  followed 
efferrs. 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  full  view  of  Mr.  Vallancey's 
Military  Map  when  he  first  brought  it  over.  Wilson's  is  in 
my  copy  of  his  '  Post  Chaise  Companion/  though  not 
called  die  second  edition. 

"  I  take  in  Milton's  Views,  but  have  never  seen  those 
you  mention  in  Dublin. 

"  Mr.  Wright's  *  papers  hav«  eluded  my  strictest  search. 
He  lived  in  such  retirement  in  the  county  of  Durham  that 
I  could  not  get  at  him  when  I  was  there  in  his  life-time. 

"  In  what  repute  is  Scale's  Hibernian  Atlas  for  surveys 
or  description  ? 

"  Mr.  Nichols  informs  me  that  the  new  edition  of  The 
Spectator  is  neuly  finished^  but  on  a  small  scale,  and  sub- 
ject to  future  improvements.  R.  Godoh.'* 

Mr.  Walkbr  to  Richard  Gouoh,  Esq. 

**  Sl»,  Oct.  30,  1787. 

*'I  am  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  2!2d  instant,  to 
which  I  shall  reply,  without  wtdting  the  arrival  of  your 
work,  that  any  little  information  in  my  power  to  afford  you 
may  not  reach  you  too  late  to  be  of  service. 

"  Cooper  thinks  that  the  eighteen  round  towers  and  the 
yellow  steeple  of  Trim  may  be  comprised  in  one  folio 
plate,  and  will  immediately  set  about  copying  them  for 
your  use.  He'assures  me  Uiat  the  engraving  of  the  steeple 
which  appeared  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  some  time  since  was 
very  incorrect.     His  drawing,  I  am  sure,  is  faithful. 

"  Qrienon's  map  is  not  to  be  easily  procured  even  here, 
else  I  would  send  you  a  copy.  But  his  son  is  now  pre- 
paring a  new  edition  of  it,  on  which  he  is  determined  to 
spare  neither  pains  nor  expense.  Wilson's  map  is  a  good 
one.  The  second  edition  of  his  '  Fust  Chaise  Companion' 
has,  I  presume,  reached  you  ere  this.  In  the  Lambeth 
Library  there  are  several  ioedited  maps  of  this  country, 
which  I  would  recommend  yon  to  consult.  Q.  20.  24.  28. 
29.  32.  35.  W.  304.— XX.  XX.  91.  XX.  135.  M.  M.  M. 
153.  N.  N.  N.  87>  Jefferys  is  by  no  means  an  unsafe 
guide.     His  errors  are  but  few.     But  Scale's  errors  are 

*  Hr.  Tlomu  Wright,  of  Bisr'i  Qreon,  atU  Biincepeth,  Darhsm.  la 
17B0  ho  had  in  US.  rwdj  far  the  preu,  ■  "  JonrncT  tbrongh  Irelaad,  irith 
dniiriiigi  of  the  antiqaltiet,  aod  ■  iMinid  mlanie  of  hu  "  LootUuia."  S«a 
Gougfa'i  Britith  Topc^n^hf ,  nil.  II.  p.  SI  I. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


702  ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   LITERATURE. 

innnmerable.  Seven]  yean  since  there  was  a  map  of  Ire- 
land, which  I  have  never  seen,  published  by  one  Plaeos  in 
Amsterdam.  Thia  map  contaius  the  territories  of  the  old 
septa  or  clans  in  Irekind  in  the  sixteen^  centair.  Colonel 
VBUanceys  map  of  Killamey,  taken  ^m  his  Milituy 
Surrey,  I  presume  you  have  seen. 

"  I  am  extremely  sorry  you  could  not  recover  Wright^ 
IVsvels.  A  good  tour  through  this  country  is  mncb 
vanted.  I  hope  the  ingenious  Mr.  Coxe,*  who  was  lately 
here,  visited  this  kingdom  with  a  view  to  a  tour.  Ilougfa 
I  dwe  say  you  are  acquainted  with  every  description  of 
this  country  that  the  press  has  ejected,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  remind  you  of  a  Tour  by  two  English  Gentle- 
men, published  in  1748,  Lond.  8vo. 

"  VaUaucey*8  T^dication  of  the  Ancient  History  <rf  Ire- 
land, constitutes  the  fifteenth  number  of  Collect,  de  Reb. 
Hib.     Nothing  has  beenpublished  since. 

"  The  present  Lord  Kenmare,  whose  name  is  Brown, 
excludes  himself  from  the  House  by  continuing  a  Roman 
Catholic.  His  estate,  whicb_Ues  in  the  county  Kerry,  is 
Tery  conuderable.     The  Lake  of  Killamey  is  part. 

"  Soon  as  the  sheets  of  your  work  arrive  I  shall  do  with 
them  as  you  direct.  Ledwich  and  Beauford  can  be  of 
much  service ;  I,  of  little.  If  a  private  hand  offers  1 11 
return  the  sheets ;  if  not,  I  '11  transcribe  and  transmit  the 
observations.     Do  you  mean  to  repubbsfa   your   Topo- 


graphy? 
"Youi 


Tour  most  obedient,  bumble  servant,  J,  C.  Walkkb. 

"  Do  not  spare  me.     Command  me  to  the  utmost  of 

my  power.    Have  yon  Harris's  History  of  Dublin  ?    Rutty 

published  an  account  of  the  Spas,  &c.  in  the  county  m 

DubUn." 

J.  G.  Walker,  Esq.  to  Bishop  Pbrct. 
"  My  Lord,  Oct.  30,  UN. 

"  I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  favour  of  the 
27th  inst. 

"As  yet  we  are  all  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  the  poor 
Duke  of  Rutland's  successor.  It  is  said  there  are  fire 
candidates,  amoni^t  whom  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
is  numbered.  The  moment  I  can  speak  with  certainty 
on  this  subject,  your  Lordship  shall  bear  from  me.     This 

•  Of  Mr.  Archdeuon  Cois'iee  litenrj  Aneodota,  Till.  p.  7fi.  »rf.  VII, 
■^-     He  died  Jane  S,  18!t8.     See  Mcoiuit  of  bim  in  Gent.  Uf.  fgL 
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Cannot  liappen,  I  believe,  before  Thursday,  for  the  mes- 
aenger  did  not  reach  London  till  Saturday  night  AdTene 
winds  kept  out  the  packet  till  Friday, 

"  We  are  also  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  a  funeral  and 
public  mourning.  Nothing  can  be  determined  with 
regard  to  these  matters  till  either  the  Bishop  of  Killala* 
or  Col  Pochin  arrives.  The  Gentlemen  at  large  and  of  the 
Bedchamber,  and  all  the  officers  in  both  Secretaries' 
ofEces,  are  in  mourning, 

"  It  is  presumed  that  the  body  will  not  be  brought  to 
the  Caatle.  It  would  not  be  decent  to  receive  our  new 
Chief  Governor  in  '  the  house  of  mourning.' 

"  It  is  said  that  the  Duke  was  several  days  in  the  fever 
which  proved  fatal  to  him,  before  he  would  submit  to 
medicine.  Even  after  his  appetite  had  quitted  him,  he  oon- 
tinned  to  rely  on  violent  exercise,  and  to  reject  every 
thing  prescribed  for  him  by  his  physiciana, 

"Mr.  Warbnrton  is  not  yet  returned;  nor  has  the 
Auditor  General  been  successful. 

"  In  looking  over  a  list  of  MSS.  the  other  day  with  a 
view  to  the  name  of  Percy,  I  found  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing articles :  '  Epistle  to  the  Dnke  of  Northumberland, 
concerning  the  state  of  Ireland,  8  May  1562,  by  Sir  Th. 
Cusack,  Sterne's  MSS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dub.'  '  Letter  firom 
ChanDeltor«of  Ireland  to  Dnke  of  Northumberland,  relat- 
ing to  the  present  state  of  Ireland,  ann,  6  Edw,  VI.  1551, 
Harl.  Lib.' 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walker. 

"There  being  no  hope  of  the  Duke  on  Tuesday,  Sir 
John  Paraell  sailed  for  England  that  night. 

"  All  business  is  at  an  end.  The  Council  met,  but 
found  they  had  no  power." 

Mr.  Walker  to  Richard  Gouqh,  Esq. 
«  Dear  Sir,  Not.  10,  1787. 

"  I  was  this  morning  favoured  with  your  parcel,  per 
Mr.  Haffield,  Soon  after  I  received  it  I  had  a  visit  from 
my  &iend  Archdall,  whom  you  quote  so  often.  He  and  I  ran 
our  eyes  through  the  sheets  in  haste,  and  you  will  find  oar 
observations  below.  I  shall  forward  the  copies  intended  for 
Beauford  and  Ledwich.  Apropos  of  Beauiord — he  is  not  a 
cleigyman.  Lest  the  press  should  be  at  a  stand,  and  no 
*Dt.  John  I«w,tnbie([Mntlr  promoted  to  tlieiaaorC3aiifartkndElplilii, 
He  died  Mucb  19,  1810.  See  Hmoirt  of  Um  in  Utemrr  AnecdotM,  vol. 
Till.  p.  3&9. 
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opportunity  offering,  I  send  yon  b  much  heavier  letter 
toan  I  wisn  to  send.  IncloBed  vou  will  find  a  letter  from 
Ledwicfa,  some  obserradons  of  our  venerable  historian 
Ch.  (yConor  (to  whom  1  communicated  the  two 'first 
sheets),  and  a  few  trifling  remarks  of  my  own,  O'Conor's 
remarks  are  marked  wiui  his  name.  To  prerent  fatore 
delays  and  expense,  I  would  recommend  it  to  yoa  to  have 
application  made  to  ooe  of  the  jSecretaries  of  State  to 

rrmit  our  packets  to  pass  through  the  Secretary's  office, 
am  sure  Sir  George  Toung  (who  is  a  literary  man) 
would  readily  consent  to  this,  and  Edmund  Burke  could 
he  easily  prevailed  upon  to  apply  to  him,  if  yoo  are  not 
acquainted  with  him  yourself.     Ponder  on  this. 

"  I  shall  consider  those  sheets  farther,  and  yoo  shall 
hear  &om  me  again.  In  my  next  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  consult  you  agidn  on  my  little  work.  I  have  increased 
the  ntmiber  of  my  moDumental  figures,  and  have  reaolTed 
on  aquatinta.  In  my  Appendix  I  shall  nve  a  Memcur 
on  the  Armour  of  the  Irish,  and  on  th»r  Weapons.  As 
the  work,  though  not  large,  will  be  expensive,  I  must 
endeavour  to  agree  with  some  London  bookseller  to  take 
at  [east  150  copies  on  proper  credit  and  the  nsusl 
allowance.  To  whom  should  I  apply?  I  cannot  print 
more  than  250  copies.  I  am  thinking  of  printing  on  the 
same  paper,  and  to  match  Grose  on  Armour,  both  quarto 
and  octavo  size.  I  write  so  rapidly,  that  I  feu*  I  am  not 
either  intelligible  or  legible. 

"  I  am,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkeb. 

"  I  say  350  copies,  as  EMuatinta  seldom  yields  a  greater 
number  of  impressions.  The  drawings  are  all,  I  may  sav, 
originals.  I  shall  give  some  indited  Brehon  Laws.  In 
all  perhaps  18  sheets." 

"  Sir, 

**  Ton  inquire  about '  Pornings'  Law.'  It  was  the  6th 
Geo»e  I.,  not '  Poynings'  Law,'  that  was  repealed. 

"  Of  the  old  Countess  of  Dermond  I  am  m  possession 
of  some  curious  particulars,  and  am  promised  more,  all  of 
which  I  intended  to  throw  into  the  form  of  a  Memoir. 

"  The  map  of  the  county  of  Clare  is  engraved,  but  not 
published.  Of  the  map  of  Kerry  I  know  nothiog,  save 
what  is  mentioned  by  Ferrar.  But  of  the  county  of 
Kildare  a  map  was  long  since  published,  of  which,  if  yoa 
please,  I  shall  purchase  and  send  you  a  copy. 
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"  In  Toor  account  of  'Hpperary,  yon  have  fom)tteD  the 
Tenerable  Castle  of  Ardfinnan,  which  stands  boMly  on  an 
eminence  over  the  river  Snire. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

«  J.  C.  Walker." 

"Sib, — ^Though  you  have  received  a  letter  from  me 
since  I  was  favoured  with  one  from  you,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary I  should  account  for  my  silence.  I  have  been  in  the 
country  on  the  business  of  Government ;  besides,  every 
moment  I  could  spare  from  the  duties  of  station  was  em- 
ployed in  attending  printers,  engravers,  &c.  &c. 

"  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  send  you  a  letter  &om 
Mr.  Beauford,  from  whom  I  presume  you  may  soon  ex- 
pect another,  containing  the  three  last  sheets  jrou  sent  me. 
Please  to  send  the  remaining  sheets  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Dr.  Campbell  has  been  indefadgable  in  your  service. 
He  has  drawn  up  for  your  use  an  admirable  Memoir  on 
the  Constitution  of  Ireland,  in  fact,  the  only  r^ular  ac- 
count of  the  constitution  that  has  ever  been  prepared.  It 
will  be  a  bright  ornament  to  your  work.  He  expects  it 
will  be  printed  exactly  as  it  is  written.  Indeed,  it  will 
not  admit  of  being  more  compressed.  Soon  as  you  send 
him  a  proof  of  the  part  he  sent  you,  he  will  forward  the 
under.  I  hope  you  mean  to  pubUsh  this  spring, 
I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"J.  C.  Walrbb." 


Mr.  GouoH  to  J.  C,  Walkbb,  Esq. 

"Sib,  Not.  M,  1787. 

**  I  have  not  that  acquaintance  with  the  Great  which 
emboldens  me  to  solicit  the  favour  of  their  conveyance  of 
my  packets.  Mr.  Beauford  promises  much  information, 
notwithstanding  he  seems  laughed  at  for  his  etymologies, 
of  which  I  cannot  judge.  Dr.  Campbell  has  the  sheets 
corrected  concerning  the  Government.  I  wish  you  would 
give  him  a  jog. 

"  Ton  cannot  apply  to  a  worse  person  about  a  literary 
baigain.  I  never  made  one  with  a  bookseller  in  my  life. 
I  print  for  myself,  and  if  any  bookseller  chooses  to  give 
me  my  expenses  and  take  the  chance  of  sale,  or  after 
bearing  my  expenses  fixes  a  price  on  the  work,  and  tells 
me  what  discount  he  expects  for  publishing  it — votJS 
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f affaire  faite  en  deux  mots.     It  cannot  be  otherwise ;  for 
no  man  can  tell  what  bai^ain  to  make  either  way  b^ore 
he  sees  the  book  or  the  MS. 
"  Your  obliged,  humble  servant,  R.  Godoh.** 


Mr.  Walebr  to  Richard  Gouqh,  Esq. 

"Sir,  SDao.  1787. 

"  For  the  History  of  Lomeiick,  I  presume  you  con- 
sulted the  second  edition  of  Ferrar's  work  (1786).  I 
shall,  aa  you  desire,  spar  Dr.  Campbell.  Beauford  will 
not,  I  am  sure,  intentionally  mislead ;  he  is  a  man  of  truth 
as  well  as  genius.  I  think  you  are  justified  in  adopting 
the  amazing  discoveries  in  the  Tipperary  Bt^.  I  hare 
seen  several  of  the  things  described  in  '  Collect,  de  Reb. 
Hib.*  At  this  moment  I  have  a  golden  amulet  found  in 
the  county  of  Wicklow  in  my  possession,  and  also  a 
lai^e  silver  brooch,  and  one  of  mixed  metal  inlaid  with 
^egant  gold  filigree  work,  both  found  in  the  county  of 
Roscommon.  The  story  of  Brien'a  harp  is  questioned 
(see  my  '  Bards,'  pp.  60,  164} ;  do  not  then  relate  it  with 
confidence.  The  existence  of  the  harp  is  tmgvtatiomabie. 
See  Ledwich  and  Bryan  on  the  Harp,  in  my  Appendix. 
Send  queries  about  the  counties  of  Clare  and  Roscommon, 
and  Galway,  and  they  shall  be  answered.  Ledwich  will 
answer  any  you  may  send  about  Queen's  County. 

"  Yours,  &c  J.  C.  Walkbk." 

"MajS,  1788. 

•  *  *  »  * 

"  At  length  I  have  escaped  from  the  press. — My  work 
has  appeared  here,  and  wiU  soon,  I  hope,  appear  in  Lon- 
don. I  have  printed  only  about  250  copies,  about  50  of 
which  I  shall  send  to  London.  It  has  been  a  troublesome 
and  expensive  work, 

"  I  am,  Sir,  &c.  J.  C.  Walker." 


"Sib,  J«iw8S,  1T88. 

"  On  my  return  yesterday  from  a  tour  to  the  Giant* 9 
Causeway,  I  found  your  two  favours  of  S3d  May  and  lOdi 
June. 
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"  Here  let  me  take  occasion  to  observe,  that  yoa  had 
better  aoften  the  passage  in  p.  565,  respecting  Tarah. 
That  the  accounts  of  our  early  historians  concerning  the 
triennial  mee^gs  on  this  hill  are  too  splendid  must  be 
admitted ;  but  that  the  Kings  and  Chieftains  met  there 
to  discuss  the  a^rs  of  the  nation  cannot  be  denied.  For 
'  Major  VaUancey,'  in  pp.  56?  and  568,  read '  Colonel  Val- 
lancey.'  In  p.  574, 1  could  wish  yon  would  ditate  a  little 
more  on  the  annual  prizes  given  at  Granard,  and  mendon 
the  name  of  Mr.  Dungan.     See  "  Irish  Bards." 

"  Though  I  cannot  spare  many  copies  of  my  '  Irish 
Dress"  for  the  London  market,  I  am  vexed  that  the 
parcel  has  not  yet  reached  London.  But  no  mode  of 
conveyance  has  offered. 

"  TTie  report  of  the  burning  mountain  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  that  lately  prevailed  here^  is  totally  without  found- 
ation. 

"  My  ingenious  young  friend  Ousley  has  retired  to  the 
country. 

"  Bdieve  me  to  he,  &c.  J.  C.  Walker. 

"  Beg  of  Mr,  !Ffichola  to  observe,  that  there  is  an  error 
in  the  date  of  O.  Cromwell's  letter  in  the  May  Magazine, 
p.  379." 

"  Dear  Sir,  Sept.  9,  nss. 

"1  send  with  this,  by  your  friend  Mr.  Burley,  tlvee 
sheets  corrected  by  Mr.  O'Conor,  with  some  curious  anec- 
dotes of  the  O'Conor  family  prefixed.  I  believe  I  forgot 
to  mention  to  Toa  that  Swords  and  Newry  are  the  only 
potwoUopping  Doroughs  in  Ireland. 

m  *  »  * 

"  I  presume  that  my  Essav  on  the  Irish  Dress  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  Elmsly.  Inclosed  you  have  Proposals 
for  a  work  which  I  think  will  do  this  country  some 
credit.  Miss  Brooke  is  daughter  of  the  author  of  *  Qns- 
tavus  Vasa,*  and  inherits  no  small  portion  of  his  genius; 
she  is  mistress  of  the  Irish  language.      J.  C.  Walker." 

"  Dear  Sir,  Sept.  2o,  1788. 

»  *  *  * 

"  I  subscribed  for  yoa  to  Miss  Brooke,  who  is  thankful 
for  your  name.     You  will  find  it  a  work  of  infinite  merit. 

"  I  am  surprised  about  my  '  Dress.'  Though  many 
months  have  elapsed  since  I  sent  it,  I  have  not  had  a  Ime 
from  Elmsly.     When  any  thing  shall  lead  you  to  London, 
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will  yon  do  me  the  favour  to  call  on  him.     He  has  a 
littlepachet  for  you. 
"  Youra  sincerely,  J.  C.  Waulbr." 

To  BtsHOP  Pbbct. 

"  Mt  Lobd,  No.  1,  Eodei-itieet,  Sept  16,  ITSS. 

"  My  absence  from  home  has  prevented  rae  from  receiv- 
ing and  acknowledging  your  Lordship's  obliging  favour  erf 
the  10th  inst.  sooner. 

"  I  think  with  your  Xxirdship  that  the  subject  certainly 
deserved  a  better  book.*  It  appears  to  have  been  drawn 
up  so  hastily  and  so  carelessly)  that  I  am  not  surprised  it 
should  abound  in  errors.  Though  little  acquainted  with 
the  private  history  of  Shenstone,  I  did  myself  detect  some 
mistakes,  purUcutarly  in  what  he  says  of  your  Lordship. 
Fond  of  the  writings  and  character  of  Shenstone,  I  ah^l 
run  my  eye  with  great  pleasure  over  the  series  of  letters 
your  Lordship  is  so  good  as  to  promise  to  pemut  me  to 
peruse. 

"  A  fnend  who  has  often  heard  me  speak  with  rapture 
of  some  of  Shenstone's  little  productions,  hag  just  seat 
me  a  copy  of '  The  Recollections '  from  London.  I  tho^ 
fore  request  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the  favour  to  add 
the  copy  now  in  your  possession  to  your  collection. 

*'  Accept  my  best  and  warmest  thanks  for  White's 
Cicero.t  Sleater  sent  me  a  copy,  which  I  have  added  wUh 
pride  and  pleasure  to  my  little  coUection. 

"  If  your  Lordship  be  an  admirer  of  Ercilla's  martial 

S>em,  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr. 
oole  is  now  translating  it.J  This  I  learned  ^m  Mr. 
Hayley,  who  at  the  same  time  observes  (and  communicate 
the  observation  to  the  ladies  of  your  house),  that '  Emme- 
line,  or  the  Orphan  of  the  Castle,'  by  Charlotte  Smith, 
considering  the  situation  of  the  author,  is  the  most  won- 
derful production  he  ever  saw,  and  not  inferior,  in  fais 
opinion,  to  any  book  in  that  fascinating  species  of  compo- 
sition. 
"  It  is  whispered  la  the  literary  world,  that  Robeartson's 

*  "  KseoUectiooi  of  tome  puticolm  in  die  lih  of  W.  SbenrtoiB,  in  ■ 

•eriei  of  Letterg  {mm  *n  IntimUeTriond  of  bii  (the  Rev.  R.  Onra)  to ' 

E>q.  Sto.  1788."  See  Monthlj'  Rerrew,  vol.  LXXIX.  p.  261 ;  ud  Utimtj 
Aoecdotei,  ml.  III.  p.  134. 

f  "  Tbe  OtsUoDB  of  Cicero  agilnit  Ctiat  Corneliiu  Veiret,  traniUttd 
from  tbe  origmol  bv  Junea  White,  c«q.  with  Anmtxioiu.  *U>.  ITSS." 
Sm  Montbljr  Reriew,  vol.  LXXIX.  434. 

J  Tbii  tnnalation  nntr  appemd.    J.  M. 
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'  History  of  North  America'  vill  shortly  go  to  presa.  I  do 
not  know  whether  or  not  this  anecdote  of  '  Charles  V.' 
ever  reached  your  Lordship.  When  the  late  King  of 
Prussia  had  read  that  celehrated  work,  he  threw  the  '  His- 
tory of  Charles '  into  the  fire,  and  ordered  the  '  State  of 
Europe'  to  be  splendidly  bound. 

"  Ritson,  who  presumed  to  treat  your  Lordship,  Dr. 
Warton,  and  several  other  eminent  literary  characters,  so 
ungentlemanly,  was  lately  in  this  city,  where  he  spent  a 
few  days  incog.  He  means  to  publish  a  '  Collection  of 
Scottish  Ballads '  this  winter. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkbb." 


Mr.  Walkbr  to  Richard  Oodoh,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sir,  Dec.  21, 1788. 

"  I  am  glad  to  find  that  my  '  Dress*  has,  at  length,  fallen 
into  your  hands,  though,  I  fear,  it  will  furnish  you  with 
little  information,  however  punful  the  research  might  have 
been  to  me.  My  bookseller  informs  me,  he  has  adver- 
tised and  sold  several  copies  of  it,  yet  you  seem  to  think  it 
has  not  been  advertised.  Be  so  good  as  to  beg  of  some 
firiend  to  inquire  into  this  matter. 

"  I  am,  &C.  J.  C.  Walksb. 

"  Did  you  ever  see  a  print  of  Irish  Dresses  from  an 
illuminated  copy  of  Froisaart,  now  in  Oxford  ?  I  never 
did,  but  was  informed  that  there  is  sudh  a  print." 


Mr.  OoDOH  to  J.  C.  Walkbr,  Esq. 

"  DbAR  Sir,  Enfield,  Jin.  12,  ITBff. 

"  I  have  your  two  last  fovours,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  sheets ;  which,  after  a  delay  of  a  full  twelvemonth, 
enables  me  to  draw  my  great  work  to  a  conclusion.  No 
endeavour,  on  my  part,  has  been  wanting  to  make  the  de- 
smption  of  Ireland  as  complete  as  I  could,  and  to  see  that 
country  with  more  eyes  than  Mr.  Camden  is  charged  with 
having  done.  I  should  hope  for  the  candour  of  the  nn-r 
rives  who  may  peruse  it,  and  their  further  improvements 
in  a  future  etjition.  I  mean  to  send  separate  copies  to  my 
correspondents. 

"My  distance  from  town   prevents    my  seeing    any 
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newspapers,  bat  I  cannot  leam  that  the  *  Diess  *  has  been 
advertised.  I  was  much  informed  by  yonr  narratiTe,  bot 
^ther  the  monuments  must  be  infinitely  ruder  than  any  I 
have  seen  in  Qreat  Britain,  or  the  drawings  fall  short  in  the 
representations.  I  proceed  very  slowly  with  my  second 
volume  of '  Sepnlchral  Monnmenta.' 

"  Accept  the  best  wishes  of  the  season,  though  I  hope 
you  have  it  not  so  severe  as  it  is  with  as ;  and  my  ao- 
knowledgments  for  the  favour  of  yonr  correspondence 
hitJierto,  and,  believe  me,  it  will  be  at  all  times  acceptaUe 
to  yoor  obliged  humble  servant,  B.  Godgh." 

Mr.WALKBB  to  RiCBABD  GocoH,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sib,  DabUn,  Feb.  SZ,  I7S9; 

'•  I  observe  my  '  Irish  Dress '  haa  been  reviewed  with 
great  candour  and  politeness  in  the  '  English  Review;'  but 
in  the  '  Qentleman's  Magazine '  I  was  sorry,  for  the  sake 
of  that  valuable  Repository,  to  find  it  treated  with  great 
iUiberality.  The  faults  on  which  the  reviewer  fastened 
were  below  the  notice  of  criticism.  This  you  must  have 
observed  yourself,  if  you  took  the  trouble  to  read  the 
critique.* 

«J.  C.  Walkeb." 

To  Bishop  Fbbct. 

"  Mt  LoBD,  Sept  S3,  1789. 

"On  my  return  I  found  your  Lordship's  &vour.  I 
would  have  done  myself  the  honour  to  acknowledge  it 
sooner,  hut  I  have  been  much  indisposed.  However,  I  have 
not  been  nnmindful  of  your  Lordship's  directions.  I  have 
written  at  considerable  length  to  Mr.  Ritson,  and,  I  think, 
have  opened  bis  eyes.  In  truth,  I  had  little  more  to  do 
than  to  transcribe  your  Lordship's  letter,  changing,  as  I 
proceeded,  the  second  to  the  first  person.  Wim  respect 
to  alterations  in  orthography,  Mr.  Ritson  had  no  right  to 
find  fault;  for,  in  the  preface  to  his  '  English  Songs,'  be 
says, '  No  liberties,  beyond  a  neceuary  v*odentua4km  of 
the  orthography,  have  been  taken  with  the  language  of 
these  antique  composition s,'  &c.  &c 

"  Having  occasion  to  write  to  Mr.  Hayley,  I  also  took 
an  opportunity  to  mention  to  him  my  having  compared 
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some  of  the  printed  ballads  of  the  '  Reliqueii '  with  the 
originals,  and  expressed  my  surprise  at  the  fidelity  of  the 
press,  if  I  may  so  express  myself. 

"  Poor  Hunter's  indisposition  has  prevented  me  from 
consulting  him  respecting  Shee,  bat  as  soon  as  he  is  reco- 
vered I  shall  call  upon  him  and  acquaint  your  Lordship 
with  the  result. 

«  Command  me  in  any  thing  in  which  I  can  serve  your 
Lordship. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Wai^bb," 

"Mt  Lord,  BaitoD,NoT.  7,  1789. 

"A  few  days  before  my  departure  &om  Ireland,  I  took 
the  liberty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  my  intended 
excursion,  entreating,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  honoured 
with  your  commands.  Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been 
favoured  with  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ritson,  in  which  there  is 
the  following  passage:  'As  a  publication  of  uncommon 
el^ance  and  poetical  merit,  I  have  always  been,  and  still 
am,  a  warm  s[dmirer  of  Bishop  Percy's  '  ReUques.'  And, 
though  I  have  been  persuaded  that  he  has  not,  on  every 
occasion,  been  so  scrupulously  attentive  to  his  originals  as 
I  think  the  work  required,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  find  the 
idea  unfounded,  and  readily  confess  that  what  you  have 
been  so  obliging  as  to  tell  me  about  the  folio  MS.  has  in  a 
neat  measure  removed  my  prejudice  on  that  head.  The 
Umits  of  a  letter  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  fully  into  the 
discussion  of  a  question  upon  which,  I  believe,  a  good  deal 
may  be  siud.  In  the  coarse  of  some  prefatory  matter  to  a 
book  which  ought  to  have  come  out  two  or  three  years 
ago,  but  which  I  hope  to  receive  and  have  the  pleasure  of 
transmitting  to  you  in  a  short  time,  you  will  perceive  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  have  ventured  to  doubt  the  au- 
thentidty,  or  at  least  the  fidelity,  of  this  celebrated  publica- 
cation.*  He  then  questions  the  authenticity  of  '  The 
History  of  Han  Kjou  Chouan,'  and  concludes  this  part  of 
the  Letter  with  referring  me  to  p.  259  in  '  Love  and  Mad- 
ness.' Thus  have  I,  without  a  breach  of  confidence^ 
opened  Mr.  Ritson's  mind  to  your  Lordship,  My  humble 
pen  is  at  your  Lordship's  command  if  you  should  choose 
to  employ  it  further  on  this  occasion.  On  Friday  next  I 
intend  to  leave  this,  and  hope  to  reach  Dublin  early  in  the 
next  week. 
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"  I  made  my  tour  to  this  town  a  classical  one.  In  An- 
glesea  I  read  Mason's  '  Caractacus,'  and  recited  Gray's 
'  Bard  '  on  a  rock  that  frowns  '  o'er  old  Conway's  foaming 
flood.'  In  the  towii  of  Conway  I  was  bo  fortunate  as  to 
meet  with  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Parry,  whose  perform- 
ance set  the  Ode  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  motion.  He 
is  an  excellent  performer,  and  did  great  jastice  to  several 
tones  a  thousand  years  old,  with  names  enough  to  choke 
you,  as  Gray  expresses  it, 

"  There  is  now  in  this  town  a  Mrs.  Lacy,  of  Carlisle, 
who,  on  learning  I  was  from  Ireland,  asked  me  if  I  knew 
TOUT  Lordship.  Informing  her  I  bad  that  honour,  she 
oegged  I  would  make  her  kindest  wishes  to  your  Lordship 
and  family,  particularly  to  Miss  Percy,  of  whom  she  spoke 
in  the  warmest  terms  of  praise. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkbk." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Gbntlbuan's  Maoazinb. 

"  Mb.  Urban,  Dnblin,  Ang.  so,  IT90L 

"  I  am  much  pleased  with  Edward  Williams's  Ode, 
imitated  from  the  Gododin  of  Aneurin  Gwaurdrydd,  vol. 
LIX.  p.  10S5  ;  and  should  be  glad  to  see  a  memoir  of  Wil- 
Uams  prefixed  to  bis  works;  also,  a  particular  accoaat  of 
the  congress  of  hards,  mentioned  in  J.  I>*a  Letter  to  Mr. 
Urban,  p.  976.  I  think  the  literaiy  society  of  Welsh 
gentlemen,  formed  in  London,  should  take  Williams  under 
uieir  protection,  and  supply  him  with  such  books  as  are 
best  calculated  to  refine  bis  taste.  Let  him  enrich  bis 
&ncy  from  the  productions  of  his  own  bards. 

"  '  Sullen,'  vol.  LX.  p.  SOS,  is  certainly  a  better  epithet 
for  the  bagpipe  than  *  woollen.*  Bat  see  'Hist.  Memoiia 
of  Irish  Bards,'  p.  "JG, 

"J.  Ussher,*  the  author  of '  Clio,'  vol.  LX.  p.  511,  kept 
a  school  near  Kensington  Gravel  Rts  when  he  published 
that  work,  and  died  soon  after  its  appearance-  John 
Walker,  who  bas  since  written  on  Elocution,  was  for  a  while 
his  usher. 

**  I  cannot  think,  with  the  editor  of  the  late  edition  of  the 
'  Spectator,'  that  the  letters  composing  the  word  Clio 
were  intended  to  mark  the  places  where  the  several  papers 
by  Addison  were  written.  I  cannot  suppose  that  he  wan- 
*  Bom  1720  I  died  IT72.  He  wrote  betide*  "  Clio,*'  "  IntrodncdoB  to 
tha  Theorr  of  the  Hnman  Mind,  1 771;"  4l*o,  &  "  New  sjateiii  of  PhikMapbr, 
1764."  A  new  edltfon  of  "  Clio  "  wu  pvblUhed  b*  T.  Hitbew,  1809, 6*0. 
— J.  M. 
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dered  about  with  a  pen  in  his  band,  writiug  a  paper 
wherever  he  happened  tu  sit  down.  For  this  we  have  no 
authority;  yet  this  conjecture  we  find  repeated  several 
times  tbrougliout  the  work. 

"  For  the  next  editiou  of  the  '  Guardian '  take  this  anec- 
dote: When  the 'Comparison  between  the  Pastorals  of 
Pope  and  Phillips '  appeared,  Phillips  was  secretary  to  Pri- 
mate Boulter,  and  then  in  Ireland,  Dining  one  day  with 
the  officers  of  t^e  Prerogative  Court,  the '  Coraparjsori'  be- 
came the  subject  of  conversation,  and  PhiUips  said  he 
knew  it  was  written  by  Pope,  adding,  *  I  wonder  why  the 
little  crooked  basUrd  should  attack  me,  who  never  offended 
him  either  in  word  or  deed.'  This  I  had  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  present.  Phillips  resided  in  Bolton-street,  Ad- 
dison on  AJ-hor-hill.   llie  houses  of  both  are  still  standing. 

"  I  think  the  '  World'  ought  to  be  re-published  in  the 
manner  of  the  new  edition  of  the  *  Spectator.'  Materials 
for  notes  could  now  be  easily  collected.  I  beheve  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  is  now  the  only  hvin?  author  of  that  delightful  work. 

"  I  am  sure  all  the  admirers  of  the  late  amiable  Henry 
Brooke  will  he  pleased  to  hear  that  his  daughter  is  about 
to  publish  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  corrected  by  his  own 
MSS.  and  in  which  several  inedited  pieces  will  be  given. 

"  Yoars,  &c.  J.  C.  Walker." 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  to  Bishop  Pbbot. 
"  My  Lord,  Ang.  3, 1791. 

"  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  assist  at  a  ball  given  by  the 
Elector  of  Mentz,  at  which  were  present  the  following 
remarkable  personages : — King  and  Prince  Royal  of  Prus- 
sia, Emperor  and  Empress,  two  brothers  of  the  Emperor, 
£lectors  of  Cologne,  Treves,  and  Metz,  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, Abh6  Mory,'General  ikss^,  &c.  &c. 

"  I  trust  the  health  of  Mrs.  Perey  is  perfectly  re-esta- 
blished. To  her  and  the  young  ladies  have  the  goodness 
to  make  my  respectful  compliments  acceptable." 

"  Mt  Lord,  Abj.  21,  1791. 

"  I  learned,  with  much  pleasure,  that  Mrs.  Percy  bore 
the  passage  well.  The  Bath  waters  have,  I  trust,  improved 
her  health ;  and  I  will  not  despair  of  seeing  her  return  to 
Ireland,  with  her  constitution  perfectly  repaired. 

'*  I  was  grieved  I  had  not  the  hoflour  of  seeing  your 
Lordship  before  yonr  departure ;  but  I  was  unwilUng  to 

VOL.  VII.  3   A 
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intrude  upon  you  while  you  were  in  the  act  of  preparation. 
At  Buch  a  lime  I  know  the  v'aita  of  a  friend  can  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

"  I  have  pat  hj,  with  much  care,  the  books  your  Lord- 
ship was  pleased  to  commit  to  my  care ;  and  have  eze* 
euted  your  Lordship's  commissions. 

"Dr.  l«dwich  considered  himself  as  much  honoured 
and  much  obliged  by  your  Lordship's  hints,  and  lamented 
he  could  not  avail  himself  of  them.  He  would  be  h^ppy 
to  converse  with  your  Lordship  on  the  subject  on  your 
return.  His  book  is  now  complete,  and  looks  extremely  welL 
"  White  had  your  name  down  as  a  subscriber  to 
Grose's  Ireland.  Two  numbers  of  that  work  have  already 
appeared.  I  shall  take  care  to  keep  good  impressions  for 
your  Lordship.  Mr.  Gandon  is  preparing  a  model  for 
Grose's  monument.  I  shall  soon,  I  hope,  be  able  to  give 
your  Lordahip  an  acconnt  of  it. 

"  Poor  Artuidall*  died  suddenly  the  other  day.  Ilioo^ 
no  genius,  he  is  a  loss  to  the  literary  world ;  be  was  an 
an  admirable  ferret.  An  ele^nt  Htne  eulogy  on  him  by 
Dr.  Ledwich,  appeared  in  the  Dublin  Chrooicle  for  9th 
August.  I  believe  his  hving  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Beres- 
ford,  who  was  his  curate. 

"  Dr.  Ledwich  has  joined  the  Academy,  and  is  now  pre- 
TAring  £ssays  for  our  Transactions  both  on  subjects  ot 
Polite  Literature  and  Antjqnity.  He  is  at  present  em- 
ployed on  the  language  of  the  Greeks  and  Troiana,  which 
ne  thinks  were  one  and  the  same;  at  least  he  will  not 
allow  the  language  of  Troy  to  l^ave  been  any  other  than  a 
dialectof  the  Greek.t  In  this  he  and  my  ingenious  Mend, 
Mr.  Hardy,  differ.  Hardy,  as  your  Lordship  may  recol- 
lect, founds  his  opinion  on  a  passage  in  Eschylos,  in 
which  Clytemnestra  is  made  to  say,  when  Cassandn 
appears  amongst  the  captiTes  of  Agamemnon,  that  she  pre- 
sumes she  cannot  speak  the  Greek  language,  and  desins 
she  may  make  her  wishes  known  by  signs.  However,  she 
does  speak  at  length  in  Greek,  and  with  fluency  too.  For 
this  Mr.  Hardy  does  not  account;  yet  I  think  he  might 
have  accounted  for  it,  and  in  a  manner  too  that  would 

■  ■'  Iq  Scotland,  in  bu  SSth  year.  tter.  Merrjrti  Arcbdall,  M.A.  a  swnbcr 
of  the  Rofal  Iriih  A«>dcmy,  ■athiH'  of  the  '  Monwtioon  HibeminM,' 
1786,  4to.  (of  which  lee  toI.  lti.  p.  973),  ud  aditoi  of  the  ■>•*  editwa  of 
Lodge'!  Feange,  1790,  in  7  >oli.  8ro.  (Ma  toI.  lz.  p.  ld3)."~Gent.  Mm. 
lT9l.p.  780. 

t  3u  Brrint'i  Mythology,  n>l.  T.  p.  86,  on  tUi  •abJMt— J.  M. 
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have  strengthened  hia  ar^ment.  When  the  Chorus 
express  their  surprise  at  the  fluency  with  which  Cassan- 
dra speaks  their  language,  she  declares  that  she  is  indebted 
to  Apollo  for  her  knowledge  of  it.  Nov  your  Lordship 
knows  that  the  gift  of  prophecy  was  generally  accompa- 
nied with  the  gift  of  tongues ;  and  that,  therefore,  Cassan- 
dra may  be  supposed  to  have  spoken  the  language — not  of 
Troy,  but  of  inspiration. 

*'  Nothing  new  in  the  literary  way  has  lately  appeared 
here ;  nor  does  the  political  world  afford  me  a  topic  for 
my  letter. 

'*  We  are  all  now  engaged  with  Mrs.  Smith's  new  noTel 
of '  Celestina.'  It  is  certainly  a  work  of  no  common  merit. 
The  sonnets  are  charming.  I  have  heard  much  of 
'  Hennione,'  but  have  not  yet  read  it.  1  am  told  Lord 
Camden  extols  it  to  the  skies. 

"  Colonel  Vallancey  has  been  so  good  as  to  desire  me  to 
make  any  use  I  please  of  the  MS.  Tour  in  Ireland.*  I 
shall,  therefore,  I  think,  transcribe  and  publish  it,  since 
your  Lordship  deems  it  not  anworthy  the  public  eye. 
But  I  believe  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  Irish  part,  and 
modernise  the  orthography.  However,  your  Lordship's 
advice  shall  govern  me. 

"  But  if  a  plan  which  I  have  at  present  in  agitation 
should  be  earned  into  execution,  I  must  for  a  whne  sus- 
pend all  my  literary  schemes.  The  plan  I  allude  to  is  a 
trip  to  the  Continent  daring  the  winter-months.  It  is 
my  wuh  to  seuI  in  October  or  November  for  Bordeaux, 
and  pass  through  Avignon  to  MaraeiUes,  whence  I  would 
cross  in  a  felucca  to  Naples.  From  Naples  I  would 
return  through  Rome,  Florence,  Venice,  Geneva,  and 
Paris.  Thus  I  should  see  the  most  interesting  part  of 
the  Continent,  and  render  an  essential  service  to  my  con- 
stitution. But  I  am  not  yet  sure  that  it  will  be  in  my 
rwer  to  put  my  scheme  into  practice.  In  the  mean  time, 
shall  travel  in  imagination, — a  cheap,  expeditions,  and 
pleasant  mode. 

"  Liord  Charlemont,  I  presume,  still  remains  at  Bath. 
I  have  the  pleasore  to  hear  frequently  from  his  family 
that  his  Lordship  continues  well,  and  that  Lady  Elizabeth 
is  receiving  benefit  from  the  waters.  Perhaps  you  would 
have  the  goodness  to  make  my  respects  acceptable  to  his 
Lordship ;  and  at  the  same  time  tell  him,  that  I  under- 
stand the  Court  of  Russia  has  presented  our  Academy 
*  S«e  hcrdfto',  p.  731. 
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inth  a  Greek  translation  of  Vii^.  His  Lordship  too 
would,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  Qraydon, 
who  is  just  returned  from  the  Continent,  has  brought  with 
him  a  lai^  collectiun  of  fossils  for  the  Academy. 

"  It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Stratford  is  to  be  barrati- 
master  of  Dublin ;  and  that  other  branches  of  that  funilj 
are  immediately  to  share  the  favour  of  GoTemmenL 

"If  your  Lordship  should  be  induced  to  viut  Briatol,  1 
hope  you  will  endeavour  to  see  Mrs.  Tearaley,  and  the 
Maid  of  the  Hay-stack ;  nor  ought  you  to  forget  the  mo- 
ther and  sister  of  the  unfortunate  Chatterton.  I  am  toM 
Mrs.  Tearsley  is  a  remarkably  fine  reader. 

"  I  will  transcribe  for  the  Misses  Percys  some  Una 
attributed  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Col.  St.  Ueoree,  which 
are  now  handing  about  here,  and  much  admir«L  T^'J 
were  occasioned  oy  Mrs,  Gunning's  pamphlet,  and  bc^ 

'  Hem  I*  the  AMr, 
TbM  nobodr  wrote. 
Hers  ii  the  Groom  that  nobodj  lent 

To  canj  the  Note 

That  nobody  wrote. 

Here  ie  Jfnwiflr  Otnmimf, 
Who  Id  her  great  ciiiiimi|[, 
The  Groom  to  prereat 
Prom  going  where  lent, 
To  CUT7  the  JVata,  flic. 

Hera  ii  Ma'am  Bmmh, 
To  whom  it  wai  owing 
That  Jfimffla  GMHtiiv 

Tha  GnxnM,  Ac- 
Here  ii  the  iftiidM  all  fodorn. 

Who  now  by  her  friendi  ii  tattar'd  and  torn. 

But  chief  bj  Jfo'am  Bewtt, 

To  whom  It  wai  owing,  Ilo,  flco. 

Here  are  two  JfarfiuH*  ihy  of  the  bora. 

Who  flew  tma  the  Maiden  all  forlorn. 

Who  DOW  by  her  frienda  ii  tatter'd,  But.  &e. 
Here  are  two  Dntm, 

Whole  (tern  rebnkei 


And  here  1>  a  0*it*ral  aoawwhat  too  bold, 
Whoie  head  wu  too  bot,  tho'  bia  heart  wu  too  cold, 
Who  made  binuelf  lingle  bolbre  it  wai  meet, 
Torn'd  hie  wife  and  hie  dangbtar  both  Into  tbe  itieet 
To  pleaae  two  Dvia, 
Wbon  item  rcbokei,  &c.  Ac' 
"  I  beg  your  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  coO' 
municate  this  poem,  wiui  my  respects,  to  your  ladies. 
"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkbe" 
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"My  Lord,  DabUn,  Ecclo-itreet.  14  Sept.  1791. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  and  much  honoured  by  your  Lord- 
ship's valuable  favour  of  the  29th  ult.  The  information 
vhich  it  contained  concerning  Miss  Gunning  and  the 
King  of  France  was  (to  me)  new  and  interesting.  I 
trust  that  a  little  time  will  brighten  the  characters  of  both. 

"The  translation  of  Virgi),*  as  your  Lordship  supposes, 
is  in  modem  Greek.     As  yet  I  have  not  seen  it. 

"At  length  Mr.  Berwick  and  I  have  prevailed  on  the 
ingenious  and  unfortunate  Mr.  Boyd  to  puolish  his  original 
poems  by  subscription.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  recommend 
bim  to  your  Lordship's  protection.  Inclosed  you  have 
a  few  copies  of  his  Proposals.  I  have  the  honour  to 
inclose  also  a  little  engraving  designed  and  executed  in 
Dublin,  and  which  I  think  does  honour  to  Ireland.  The 
engraver's  name  is  Mulvany. 

"  I  presume  I  need  not  tell  your  Lordship  that  Mr. 
Ritson  is  editor  of  '  Pieces  of  Ancient  Popular  Poetry." 
He  is  now  preparing  a  collection  of  Scottish  Songs  for 
the  press, 

"A  report  prevailed  here  lately,  that  Mr.  Paine  had 
visited  Dublin  a  few  weeks  since.  I  do  believe  he  passed 
hastily  and  secretly  through  it  to  the  North  of  Ireland. 
By  the  bye,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  known  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  Paine's  Life,  said  to  be  written  by  Mr,  Oldys, 
was  the  production  of  George  Chalmers.  This  I  have 
from  good  authority. 

"Mr.  Kirwen  is  just  returned  from  Shane's  Castle, 
where  he  met  Mrs.  O'Neil,  and  was  charmed  with  her. 
She  is  lately  returned  from  Portugal  in  perfect  health. 

"  I  am  delighted  to  find  that  Lord  Charlemont  is  so 
well.  His  family  expect  him  home  next  month.  If  he 
be  still  in  Bath,  might  I  presume  to  impose  on  your 
Lordship  the  trouble  of  making  my  respects  acceptable 
to  him. 

"  1  was  (induced)  again  to  visit  Detville,  and  discovered 
treasures  in  it  which  escaped  your  Lordship's  notice.  In 
one  of  the  recesses  in  the  garden  I  found  the  ori^nal  por- 
traits of  Mrs.  Barber,  Mrs.  Sikins,  and  Mrs.  Gnerson.  If 
I  were  not  about  to  leave  the  kingdom,  I  would  certainly 

*  In  1796  >ppeu«d,  in  two  Tolnme*  folio,  ■  Greek  traniIatlo&  of  Tirgil, 
(tadio  et  Isbore  Eugenii  Bulgui*,  printed  at  St.  Petenborg  )  but  it  u  not  in 
nodeni  Qreek.  It  ou  pnbliibed  at  tbe  eipenn  of  Prince  Patemkin.  Sm 
Cou'i  l^TeU  in  Poland,  toL  III.  p.  3S6,  and  Wr1pd1«'i  Meoudi  reliting 
to  Eoropean  and  Aiiatjc  TnTkajt,  4to,  1817,  p.  2U0.— J.  M. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


718  ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   LITBRATURB. 

get  them  copied.  But  I  am  deeply  engaged  in  nukiiig 
preparation  for  my  iatended  tour.  In  the  course  of  a 
fortoigbt  or  three  weeks  I  hope  to  depart,  and  pursue  the 
rout«  which  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter.  I  hope  I 
need  not  inform  your  Xiordship  that  you  would  make  me 
happy  hy  commanding  my  services.  Might  I  presume  to 
hope  that  your  Lord^ip  would  honour  me  with  a  few 
recommendatory  letters  ?  I  am  now  griered  QuX  I  did 
not  take  the  liberty  of  begging  of  either  you  or  Lord 
Charlemont  to  make  me  known  to  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton, 
while  he  was  at  Bath.  Such  an  introduction  would  h«Te 
been  of  infinite  service  to  me  at  Naples. 

"  Perhaps  I  may  be  tempted,  when  at  Naptea,  to  Sidly. 
If  my  health  permits,   few    objects    of  curiosity    sbdl 
escape  my  notice  that  do  not  lie  very  wide  of  my  route. 
♦  •  »  • 

"  Believe  me  to  be,  my  Iiord,  with  great  respect,  your 
Lordship's  ^thful,  much  obliged,  ^d  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Josbph  C.  Walksk." 

Bishop  Pbrct  to  Mr.  Walkbb, 
"  DiAS  Sir,  Bi&,  Sqit.  u,  I79i. 

"  Returning  last  night  from  a  (nrcuit  of  amusement 
(which  Mrs.  Percy's  convalescence  has  enabled  me  and 
her  daughters  to  take,)  through  Cheltenham,  Oxford, 
London  and  Windsor,  during  the  last  three  weeks,  I 
found  your  letter  of  the  14tb  instant,  which  had  come  in 
my  absence,  and  from  its  contents  am  apprehensive  liiis 
may  not  arrive  before  your  departure  on  your  intended 
tour.  Should  this  come  to  hand  in  time,  I  flatter  mysdf 
that,  on  its  being  shown  to  Mr,  Byres  *  at  Rome,  that  inge- 
nious gentleman  will  recollect  the  name  of  Dr.  Peroy, 
who  has  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  Northumbtf- 
land  House,  when  he  most  obligingly  interested  himself 
in  procuring  such  valuable  antiques  for  the  late  Duke  at 
Northumberland  (our  common  friend),  and  also  old  Italian 
Romances  for  me ;  and  that  you  will  present  to  htm  my 
best  respects,  who  1  am  persuaded  will  kindly  interest 
himself  m  directing  you,  as  a  friend  of  mine,  to  see  every 

*  James  Bjrei,  nq.  ■rchltect,  ms  the  gnu  Eiu;litb  utiqaarj  at  Horn* 
1b  then  days,  aa  GaTin  HuoiltoD  wu  aftcrmrdi.  bi  I7T9  be  propowd  to 
pabliih,  bj  labscriptioD,  "  Tbe  Etnucan  Antiquitiei  of  Cometo,  tke 
iDcieat  Tarquinii"  (ace  Gent.  Mag.  1779,  p.  289).  Mr.  Bjrca  tt  ooe  doe 
poauMcd  tbe  Portland  Viae,  wbicb  be  parted  witb  to  Sir  W.  Hasdlloa. 
Hi*  proeie  ia  pven  in  Mr.  T.  'Windiu'B  "  DMcription  o(  tbe  Fortlud 
Viie,"  p.  101. 
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thing,  deserriiiK  the  attention  of  a  man  of  literature  and 
taste,  to  the  best  advantage,  in  that  metropolis  of  the 
world. 

**  I  will  not  fail  to  mention  to  your  friend  Lord  Charl»- 
mont  that  put  of  your  letter  which  concerns  his  I^ordship, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  make  similar  exertions  in 
TOur  favour.  We  met  at  Oxford  last  week,  and  I  brought 
Dim  and  the  Bodleian  Librariaa,  Mr.  Price,  acquainted; 
who  made  him  very  happy  by  showing  him  some  genuine 
speramens  of  the  handwriting  of  MUton,  by  which  his 
Lordship  is  confirmed  that  the  signature  and  MS.  notes 
in  bis  Lycophron  *  are  the  undoubted  writing  of  our  Epic 
Bard. 

"  I  am  thankful  for  the  Proposals  for  Boyd's  Poems 
which  you  sent  me,  and  will  not  oe  inattentive  to  him. 

"  With  every  good  wish  for  your  agreeable  tour,  perfect 
health,  and  safe  return,  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servuit, 

"  Tho.  Drohobb. 

"  P.S.  I  have  not  the  happiness  to  he  acquainted  with 
Sir  William  Hamilton,  or  1  would  have  written  to  him. 
I  presume  I  need  not  inform  you  that  Mr.  Byers  is  the 
Pope's  Antiquary  at  Rome.  If  you  should  go  to  Geneva, 
have  the  goodness  to  present  my  respects  to  Monsieur 
Mallet,  whose  '  Introduction  to  the  History  of  Denmark '  I 
translated  many  years  ago ;  and  whom  I  consider  as  one 
of  the  best  historians  in  the  French  language  of  the 
present  age." 

J.  C.  Walkbb,  Esq.  to  Bishop  Pbbct. 

"  Mt  Lobd,  FnmWlsrt,  Sfith  Jolr.  17M. 

"Had  I  known  your  address  in  England,  I  would  have 
done  myself  the  honour,  long  ere  this,  to  have  written  to 
your  Lordship :  hut  I  could  not  learn  it  from  my  friend 
Mr.  Caldwell  (to  whom  I  applied),  nor  could  I  conjecture 
where  a  letter  might  find  you.  This,  I  presume,  will 
find  you  in  Ireland.  I  think  you  proposed  to  return 
either  in  July  or  August. 

"  AvaiUng  myself  of  the  letter  with  which  your  Lord- 
ship favoured  me  ft'om  Bath,  I  went  in  quest  of  Mr. 
Byers,  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  Rome,  but  was  grieved 
to  learn  that  he  had  departed  not  long  before  for  Scot 
land.  I  am  sure  it  will  please  your  Lordship  to  bear, 
*  S«e  before.  In  thiiTOlnoMfp.  55,  &e. 
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Chftt  Mr.  Byen  has  realised  a  capital  fortune,  vith  wbich 
be  has  retired  to  his  native  country.  His  nephew  (Mr. 
Moir)  has  succeeded  him  both  as  a  banker  and  an  anti' 
guario  ;  for  he,  like  Mr.  Jenkins  (the  Faliet  of  i^elding) 
united  both  characters.  His  success  having  raised  him 
enemies  amongst  the  Romans,  satire  seized  upon  bim, 
and  dra^^d  him  on  the  stage.  In  the  Comedy  of  'II 
Calzolago  Ingleae,'  he  is  introduced  in  a  very  unamiable 
light,  under  the  name  of  Roastbeef.  This  comedy  does 
not  abound  either  in  wit  or  humour,  but  it  contains  some 
severe  truths  with  regard  to  the  English.  The  author,  in 
allusion  to  the  extreme  ignorance  of  some  of  our  coontry- 
men  who  make  the  grand  tour,  makes  bis  hero  (an  Eng^h 
shoemaker,  who  assumes  in  Rome  the  title  of  an  English 
lord)  say,  that  *  the  Amphitheatre  will  be  a  fine  bnil^ng, 
when  finished.' 

"I  have  much  reason  to  r^ret  that  the  shortness  of 
my  stay  (only  one  day  and  a  half)  at  Geneva^  would  not 
allow  me  to  make  an  excursion  to  the  rural  retreat  of  your 
learned  and  ingenious  friend  M.  Mallet.  Soon  after  my 
arrival  I  communicated  to  him  in  a  billet  your  com^- 
tnentary  message,  and  received  in  return  the  followug 
polite  letter : — 

" '  J'ai  un  veritable  regret  de  n'avoir  pas  £te  inform^ 
plutdt  qu'un  ami  du  respectable  EvSque  de  Dromons 
etoit  a  Geneve.  Je  lui  aerois  alle  ofirir  avec  empressement 
mes  services,  et  I'aurois  pri^  de  me  recommander  a  son 
souvenir,  dont  je  seroia  toujours  tr&s   fiatt^.     S'il  etoit 

fissible  que  Muns.  Walker  prolonge  son  s^jour  ici  jusques 
vendredi,  je  lui  semis  forte  oblig^  de  me  faire  I'honneor 
de  venir  dejeuner  avec  moi  a  ma  canipagne  demain,  et  de 
me  procurer  ainsi  I'occasion  de  faire  sa  connoissanoe,  et 
de  m'entretenir  de  son  digne  ami.  Si  je  ne  puis  esperer 
fiiveur,  je  lui  demande  au  moins  celle  delui  presenter  mes 
respects,  et  en  m€me  terns  les  2  volumes,  que  j'ai  I'hon- 
neur  de  lui  envoyer,  C'est  one  nouvelle  Edition,  trSs 
augment^  et  corrig^e,  de  I'ouvrage  qu'il  a  bien  voula 
traduire.  L'^dition  entiSre  est  de  9  volumes;  mais  je 
n'ose  prier  M.  Walker  de  se  charger  d'un  si  grand  em- 
barras.  M.  le  Dr.  Percy  voudra  bien  m'indiquer  qnelque 
Toye  de  lui  faire  parvenir  les  7  antres  volumes,  s'il  les 
dlsire.     Je  les  tiendrai  a  ses  ordres.' 

"  Unfortunately  I  did  not  receive  this  letter  until  the 
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Sates  of  Oenem  were  about  to  be  closed  ;  so  that  it  was 
imposEnble  to  send  for  the  remaining  volumes,  of  which  I 
should  most  cheerfully  have  undertaken  the  charge.  But 
I  left  a  letter  for  M.  Mallet,  pointing  out  a  method  of 
sending  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  begged  of  a  friend 
in  Genera  to  assist  bim  in  forwarding  them  to  my  address 
either  in  Paris  or  London,  So  that  I  do  not  despair  of 
having  the  honour  to  present  your  Lordship  with  the 
whole  set  on  my  arrival  in  Dublin. 

"  Italy  has  been  so  often  described,  that  my  pen  can 
add  nothing  to  your  Lordship's  knowledge  of  that 
country,  I  will  therefore  only  observe,  that  my  time 
passed  delightfully  there.  Honoured  with  the  notice  of 
some  of  the  Roman  nobility,  I  was  admitted  to  the  fuU 
enjoyment  of  the  society  of  Rome.  But  from  the  con- 
versation of  the  Romans  there  is  neither  pleasure  nor 
profit  to  be  derived.  They  neither  read  nor  think.  Love 
and  music  ingross  all  their  time,  and,  of  course,  all  their 
conversation  turns  upon  those  subjects.  However,  a  mAn 
fond  of  the  subjects  of  antiquities  can  never  suffer  from 
amid  at  Rome. 

**  But  in  the  bouse  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  at  Naples, 
I  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of  mental  pleasure.  Sir  William 
possesses  a  uage  fund  of  deep  and  elegant  information, 
and  liady  H.  is  a  being  of  a  superior  order.  I  considered 
myself  as  very  fortunate  at  Naples,  in  witnessing  an 
irruprion  of  Vesuvius.  The  stream  of  lava  which  issued 
from  the  crater  was,  at  least,  two  miles  in  extent;  and 
appeared  from  the  Mole  of  Naples,  through  the  shades  of 
night,  a  river  of  liquid  fire.  In  defiance  of  all  danger,  I 
ascended  to  that  part  of  the  mountain  called  the  Platform, 
and  thrust  my  stick  into  the  running  lava.  In  my  ascent 
I  met  the  hermit  of  the  mountain,  and  was  invited  by  him 
to  his  cell.  He  spread  his  'frugal  fare'  before  me,  and, 
while  I  partook  of  it,  related  the  adventures  of  his  many- 
coloured  life.  He  had  passed  thirty-two  years  in  travel, 
and  during  that  time  had  visited  all  the  principal  cities  of 
Europe,  ^ich  be  seemed  to  have  viewed  with  the  eye  of 
a  philosopher.  You  will  naturally  suppose,  my  Lord, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  relation  of  my  venerable  host^ 
the  charming  tales  of  '  The  Hermit  of  Warkworth,'  and 
'  The  Hermit'  of  Goldsmith,  often  occurred  to  me. 

"  Having  enjoyed  the  ceremonies  of  the  holy-week  at 
Rome,  the  Carnivals  of  Rome  and  Naples,  and  the  Feast 


,..d:,i.  Google 


722  ILLUSTBATIONS   OP    LITBRATUBE. 

of  the  Ascension  at  Venice,  and  having  bent  before  the 
high  shrine  of  the  Vii^n  at  Loretto,  I  proceeded  tbroogli 
Milan  to  Turin,  where  I  prepared  for  my  Alpine  tonr, 
which  I  commenced  at  Yvery.  As  tbe  Glaciera  wae  not 
open,  and  as  I  was  desirous  of  seeing  them,  even  at  a  dis- 
tance, I  determined  to  pass  the  Great  Saint  Bernard,  a 
passage  of  great  danger  and  fatigue.  As  tiiis  route  is  im- 
passable for  carriages,  I  was  obliged  to  perform  it  tm 
tnule-back ;  often  riding  on  the  brinks  of  tremendous  pre- 
cipices, in  paths  too  narrow  to  admit  me  to  ahgbt.  I  was 
surprised  and  delighted  to  fiud  in  the  very  region  of  anow, 
where  the  mercury  stood  at  21,  a  convent  of  Frant^scan 
Friars.  By  those  hospitable  fathers  I  was  invited  to  a 
blazing  hearth,  and  a  table  covered  with  cold  meats,  dried 
fruits,  and  generous  vine.  Having  passed  a  delicious 
hour  there,  I  began  to  descend,  and  in  about  three  hours 
reached  a  romantic  valley,  which,  in  the  conrae  of  the  fcd- 
lowing  day,  led  me  back  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva.  Passing 
along  the  borders  of  this  lake,  }  was  captivated  with  tbe 
romantic  charms  of  Vevay  (the  retreat  of  Ludlow),  uid 
resolved  to  pass  two  or  three  weeks  there ;  and,  perhapa, 
there  are  few  weeks  in  my  life  on  which  I  shall  reflect 
with  more  pleasure  tban  on  those  which  passed  at  Vevay. 
Here,  amidst  a  beauteous  landscape,  and  among  a  peo^^e  of 
easy  and  elegant  manners,  I  enjoyed  the  varied  pleamres 
of  retirement  and  society.  I  found  the  ladies  of  Vevay 
possessed  of  more  elegant  and  general  information  tfaaa 
almost  any  other  ladies  with  whom  I  have  conversed } 
they  are  not  only  acquainted  with  the  best  French  au- 
thors, but  have  read  all  the  best  productions  of  Italy  and 
England ;  nay,  they  often  discussed  with  me  points  of 
English  history,  and  adorned  their  conversation  with  quo- 
tations from  the  Spectator.  But  this  extensive  informa- 
tion is  not  peculiar  to  the  ladies  of  Vevay :  the  Swiss 
ladies  in  general  are  equally  welt  informed;  they  are, 
besides,  attentive  to  their  domestic  duties,  neat  and  plain 
in  their  dreaa,  and  extremely  ri^d  in  their  moral  conduct. 
This  character,  however,  will  not  always  hold  with  regard 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Cantons.  There  the  women  read 
leas,  devote  more  time  to  the  toilet,  and  cast  an  amorous 
glance  on  every  man  they  meet.  Such  are  the  unhappy 
effects  of  that  too-indulgent  religion  throughout  the  whole 
continent.     I  speak  from  attentive  observation. 

"  When  I  left  Vevay,  I  wandered  along  the  borders  of 
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thp  Ijake  to  Lausanne  and  Geneva.  At  Lausanne  I  visited 
tfae  bouse  of  Gibbon.  It  is  large  and  finely  situated, 
and  commands  a  considerable  extent  of  the  lake,  the  bar- 
ren mountains  of  Savoy,  and  the  gloomy  rocks  of  MeiUerie. 
From  Geneva  you  will  naturally  suppose  I  made  an  excur- 
sion to  Femey.  Except  the  chamb«T-4-coucher  of  Vol- 
taire, the  whole  house  has  suffered  an  alteration :  that 
remains  in  the  state  in  which  he  left  it,  with  the  addition 
of  an  urn  containing  his  heart,  On  this  urn  is  inscribed, 
*  Son  esprit  eat  partout,  son  coeur  est  ici.'  But  I  have 
hardly  left  myself  room  to  add  that  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  your  Lordship's  faithful,  much  obliged,  and  most  obe- 
£ent,  humble  servant,  J.  C.  Walkbb.'^ 


"  My  Lord,  Cutis  ot  Aeblr,  6  Jan.  I793. 

"  Presiuning  that  some  authentic  information  concerning 
the  D^enders  may  be  acceptable  to  your  Lordship,  I  sit 
down  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with  their  late  proceedings 
in  this  neighbourhood. 

"  A  few  nights  since,  about  nine  o'clock,  twenty  fellows, 
armed  with  guns  and  half  drunk,  entered  this  castle,  and 
demanded  the  firearms  ot  Mr.  Blacker,  the  proprietor. 
No  resistance  was  made,  but  some  reluctance  to  comply 
with  the  demand  was  shewn  by  Mr.  Blacker  and  three 
gentlemen  who  were  on  a  visit  to  him.  Immediately  the 
Defenders  cocked  and  presented  their  firearms,  threatening 
instant  death,  and  Mr.  Blacker,  you  may  suppose,  no 
longer  hesitated  to  deliver  up  his  guns.  One  gun,  how- 
ever, they  returned,  saying,  they  would  not  take  that,  as 
thty  knew  his  heart  was  in  it.  Before  they  retired,  they 
be^ed  something  to  drink,  and  whiskey  and  ale  being 
produced,  they  desired  the  gentlemen  to  drink  first ; '  then 
we  shall  be  sure,'  said  they, '  that  there  is  no  poison  in  it.' 
They  conducted  themselves  pretty  much  in  the  same  man- 
ner at  Mr.  Owen's  and  Mr.  Hamlin's,  two  families  who 
have  since  fled.  But  they  refused  to  take  the  gun  of 
Mr.  Furtlough,  curate  of  this  parish,  saying,  that  they 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Church ;  however,  they 
took  the  guns  both  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Gibson,  and  even  visited  the  latter  twice.  When  Mr. 
Fairtlough  offered  them  his  gun,  they  said, '  we  must  take 
it,  because  our  oath  obliges  us  to  do  so,  but  here  it  is  for 
you  again,'  assigning  the  reason  given  above  for  returning 
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it.  Mr.  A.  M'Clintock,  being  prepared  for  tfaeir  comiiv, 
refused  them  admission,  and  returned  their  fire.  One,  it  is 
beUeved,  was  killed,  and  several  wounded.  Although  no 
resistance  was  intended  at  Mr.  Sfaerrard's,  an  agent  of  the 
Primate,  the  windows  of  the  house  were  shattered,  because 
they  were  not  immediately  admitted.  After  ransacking  the 
houBe,  they  attempted  one  of  the  maids.  The  mffiao  from 
whose  arms  she  escaped  struck  at  her  with  a  hanger, 
which  was  broken  to  pieces  on  the  bannister.  She  showed 
me  the  mark, 

"  I  presume  your  Lordship  is  not  unacqnainted  with 
the  engagement  at  Carricknacross ;  but,  as  the  newspapers 
do  not  EUways  adhere  to  truth,  I  shall  relate  such  parti- 
culars as  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  On  this  occaaioD 
the  Defenders  did  not,  as  usual,  wait  for  the  mantle  of 
night  to  cover  them ;  a  body  of  not  less  than  COO  entered 
the  town  early  in  the  evening,  headed  by  two  men  well- 
mounted  and  armed  with  pistols  and  carbines.  As  tbey 
entered,  they  demanded  Mr.  Steel,  an  active  magistrate  of 
that  town ;  out  Mr.  Steel,  taught  to  expect  ^em,  had 
marched  out  of  the  town  with  twelve  soldiers  to  a  neigh- 
bouring bridge,  which  he  presumed  they  would  have  passed. 
A  corporal's  guard  of  six  men,  that  remiuned  in  the  town, 
immediately  turned  out.  This  guard  was  soon  after  joined 
by  Mr.  Steel's  party,  and  a  brisk  fire  on  both  sides  com- 
menced ;  but  the  Defenders  were  soon  discomfited.  Their 
flight  was  as  precipitate  as  their  defiance  had  been  bold. 
Two  of  their  body  were  actually  lulled,  several  were 
wounded,  and  ten  made  prisoners ;  happily,  not  even  one 
of  the  soldiers  was  wounded.  Two  slugs  passed  through 
the  hat  of  Mr.  Steel,  but  did  him  no  other  injury.  This 
was  the  last  large  body  of  tbem  that  appeared.  On 
Christmas  Eve  several  hundred  of  them  were  assembled 
on  the  road  between  Drogheda  and  Dunleer,  huzxaing 
and  calUng  for  the  army,  which  was  expected  that  night 
from  Dublin. 

"  The  Speaker  *  is  taking  a  very  active  part  in  quelling 
those  rioters.  He  passes  almost  all  his  nights  in  riding 
about  the  country,  attended  by  a  troop  of  horse.  Hie 
other  night  he  was  fired  at  by  a  fellow  from  a  ditch,  but 
happily  escaped.  He  has  converted  his  house  at  CoUen 
into  a  barrack  for  the  ofiScera  on  duty  there,  end  hM  an 
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Open  table  for  them  at  the  Temple.  A  few  days  since 
he  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  landholders  of  the 
Coun^  at  Dunleer,  but  he  could  only  prevail  on  a 
few  of  them  to  sign  the  Resolutions  which  he  drew  up. 
The  Roman  Catholics  desired  a  little  time  to  consider 
them.  They  have  since  had  a  meeting  for  that  purpose ; 
but  their  resolutions  have  not  transpired.  It  is  there- 
fore concluded  that  the  Defenders  are  not  without 
friends  of  property.  When  the  Defenders  are  asked 
what  it  is  t^ey  are  seeking,  they  answer,  that  they 
think  each  family  ought  to  have,  at  least,  ten  acres  for 
its  sapport.  They  say  something  too  about  the  Articles 
of  Limerick,  yet  do  not  seem  perfectly  acquunted  with 
them. 

'*At  such  a  time  nothing  but  business,  your  Lord- 
ship will  naturally  suppose,  could  have  led  me  into  this 
part  of  the  country.  On  Wednesday  it  is  my  intention 
to  return  to  Dubun,  where  I  should  be  bappy  to  find 
a  letter  from  your  Lordship,  acquainting  me  with  the 
perfect  recovery  of  Mrs.  Percy. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  with  great  respect, 
your  Iiordship's  faitjiful,  much  obliged,  and  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  J.  C.  Walkbb." 


"  My  Lord,  Toeidaj.* 

"  I  am,  as  your  Lordship  may  suppose,  very  anxious  to 
see  the  passage  in  Mr.  Ritson'a  book  to  which  your  Lord- 
ship alluded  yesterday.  Receiving  my  copy  of  that  work 
at  a  moment  when  I  was  too  much  occupied  to  read  it, 
and  knowing  Lady  Charlotte  Rawdon  wished  to  see  it,  I 
sent  it  to  her  Ladyship  without  even  opening  it.  I  am, 
however,  in  daily  expectation  of  it.  But,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  a 
loan  of  your  copy. 

"  At  what  time  I  replied  to  Mr.  Ritson's  queries  con- 
cerning Scottish  music,  and  prevailed  with  Mr.  Boyd  to 
afford  his  assistance,  I  cannot  now  recollect;  nor  can  I, 
at  present,  lay  my  hand  on  Mr.  Ritson's  letters  of  that 
period.     I   can   only  say,  that  soon  after  he  opened  a 
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correspondence  with  me  in  1789  (a  correspondence  unso- 
licited on  my  part),  he  applied  to  me  for  such  informatioii 
regarding  the  subject  on  which  he  was  then  employed  as 
I  could  Kimisb,  and  I  did  not  deny  him  my  aid.  Hurt, 
however,  at  the  asperity  and  injustice  with  which  he 
treated  your  Lordship,  I  ventured  to  step  forth  as  yoar 
champion,  and,  if  I  aid  not  absolutely  conquer,  I,  at  least, 
obtained  concessions.  This  will  appear  from  the  following 
extracts  from  Mr.  Ritson's  letters.  In  a  lett^,  dated  4th 
Nov.  1 789>  he  says,  '  As  a  publication  of  nncommtm 
elegance  and  poetical  merit  I  have  always  been,  and  still 
am,  a  warm  admirer  of  Bishop  Percy's  ReUquea.  And 
though  I  have  been  persuaded  that  he  has  not,  on  every 
occasion,  been  so  scrupulously  attentive  to  his  originals 
as  I  think  the  work  required,  I  shall  he  very  glad  to  find 
the  idea  unFounded,  and  readily  confess  that  what  yoa 
have  been  so  obliging  as  to  tell  me  about  the  folio  MS. 
has  in  a  great  measure  removed  my  prejudice  on  that 
head.'  In  a  letter,  dated  1st  January  17^]  be  resumes 
the  subject, — '  I  cannot  say  that  my  prejudices  agunst 
Bishop  Percy's  celebrated  pubhcation,  which  I  on  many 
accounts  very  much  adoure,  are  entirely  removed.  The 
information  you  have  so  obligingly  communicated  has 
certainly  done  a  good  deal ;  it  has  established  the  exist- 
ence of  his  famous  folio  MS.,  of  which,  begging  his  Lord- 
ship's pardon,  I  had  presumed  to  doubt,  Tne  circum- 
stance  mentioned  by  the  Bishop,  of  his  being  at  bo  consi- 
derable a  distance  from  the  press  is  indisputably  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  even  more  than  the  mere  errors  of  im- 
pression. But  you  will  perceive  the  justice  of  confining 
this  excuse  to  the  first  edition.'  Again,  in  Nov.  1792,  be 
writes,  *  In  case  there  should  be  a  second  edition  of  my 
'  Ancient  Songs '  I  will  certainly  notice  what  Mr.  Shen- 
stone  has  sud  of  Bp.  Percy's  foUo  MS.,  but  that  ia  alL 
Tour  friendship  for  the  possessor  may  naturally  enough 
induce  you  to  see  what  concerns  him  in  a  more  favoor- 
able  light  than  suits  mv  purpose.'  In  consequence  of 
my  having  written  angrily  to  him,  on  seeing  a  passage 
expressing  a  doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  MS.  in  the 
preface  to  his 'Ancient  Songs,' he  thus  exculpates  him- 
self : — '  You  do  me  great  injustice  to  suppose,  for  a 
moment,  that  I  consider  Mr.  Shenstone's  testimony  as 
more  respectable  than  or  any  way  preferable  to  yours. 
The  words  of   my   preface  are; — "This  MS.   no    other 
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urrUer  (not  person)  pretends  to  have  seen."  Now  it 
would  be  impossible,  or  at  least  absurd,  to  accept  any 
but  a  writer,  i.  e.  one  whose  testimony  has  appeared  in 
print.  But  it  is  not  the  mere  existence  of  the  MS. 
that  I  dispute ;  of  that  I  have  long  had  satisfactory 
assurance.  Whether  it  will,  on  a  careful  examination, 
justify  the  use  Bishop  Percy  has  or  pretends  to  have 
made  of  it  is  a  perfectly  distinct  question.  This  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  had  seen  it,  did  not,  &c.'  Does  it  appear 
from  these  extracts  that  I  have  acted  a  lukewarm  put  on 
the  occasion  ?  I  laboured  to  convince  him  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  MS.,  and  I  succeeded.  More  I  could  not 
do.  To  convince  him  (though  I  firmly  believe  it  myself) 
that  your  Lordship's  brilliant  fancy  had  not  dropped 
some  (unacknowledged)  flowers  amongst  the  Reliques, 
I  must  be  able  to  speak  fitim  the  authority  of  '  a  care- 
ful examination.'  And  until  I  can  do  that  he  must  be 
permitted  to  doubt  my  assertions.  His  manner  of 
expressing  his  doubts  is  certainly  reprehensible.  But 
there  are  other  authors  of  great  respectability  of  cha- 
racter not  less  scurrilous  than  Mr.  Ritson.  I  do  not  mean 
to  defend  Mr.  Ritson.  I  have  censured  his  manner,  not 
only  to  others  but  to  himself. 

"  If  Mr.  Ritson,  in  the  warmth  of  gratitude  for  any 
little  service  I  may  have  formerly  rendered  him,  has 
made  handsome  mention  of  me  in  his  last  work,  am  I 
to  blame  ?  I  did  not  offer  myself  a  candidate  for  a 
niche.  Thinking  I  might  be  of  service  to  him,  Mr, 
lUtson  early  applied  to  roe  for  assistance ;  and  my  love 
of  letters,  and  in  particular  of  the  subjects  on  which  he 
was  employed,  would  not  allow  me  to  deny  it  to  him. 
Does  that  reflect  on  my  moral  character  i  With  his 
moral  character  I  had  nothing  to  do.  I  observed  he 
was  peevish,  and  I  endeavoured  to  soften  his  asperity; 
I  saw  his  prejudices  against  the  Editor  of  the  '  Reliques ' 
were  strong,  and  I  endeavoured  to  subdue  them.  Nor 
is  Mr,  Ritson  the  only  person  with  whom  my  friend- 
ship for  the  Editor  has  oeen  active.  Not  many  weeks 
since  I  tried  to  undeceive  (at  Bristol)  Mr.  Catcott,  the 
friend  of  the  unfortunate  Chatterton.  But  there  is  no 
one  living  who  has  a  stronger  claim  on  my  poor  services 
than  your  Lordship,  and  I  trust  that  ingratitude  is  not 
an  ingredient  in  my  composition.         J.  C,  Walker." 
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J.  C.  Walkbb,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Pinkk&ton. 

Bath,  Not.  16, 17M. 

"  Shortly  after  I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
8th  ult,  I  set  out  for  Ireland,  but  was  seized  at  Chester  with 
a  severe  illneas,  which  so  materially  injured  my  health, 
that  my  physicians  thought  it  necessary  I  ahould  retire 
for  a  while  to  this  mild  cUmate. 

"  Your  approbation  of  my  pubhcations  is  very  flatter- 
ing. But  I  am  sorry  they  have  not  a  better  claim  to  the 
praises  your  politeness  baa  induced  you  to  bestow  on 
them.  Some  claim  they  have  to  your  indulgence,  for  they 
were  the  productions  of  (almost)  a  boy.  Several  years 
have  elapsed  since  they  firist  appeared,  and  I  am  still  a 
young  man. 

"  You  do  me  much  honour  by  desiring  my  correspond- 
ence. I  should  be  proud  and  nappy  to  cultivate  yours; 
bat,  from  my  inabihty  to  make  an  adequate  return,  I  do 
not  feel  myself  authorised  to  sohcit  such  a  hvour.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  shall  always  have  great  pleasure  in  pro- 
moting any  literary  inquiries  you  may  wish  to  make  in 
Ireland. 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Ledwich  does  not  con- 
tinue his  literary  and  antiquarian  pursuits ;  but  I  trust  he 
will  resume  them.  He  is  a  man  of  genius  and  deep  eru- 
dition :  literature  baa  many  obligations  to  him.  The  last 
Eubhcation  he  acknowled^d,  appeared  in  the  fourth  vo- 
ime  of  the  'Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy ;' 
but  in  the  first  volume  of  the  '  Anthologia  Hibemica,' 
there  are  some  ingenious  little  essays  by  him  which  he 
has  not  pnhUcly  owned. 

"  My  '  Essay  on  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  Gardening  in 
Ireland'  appeared  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  'Transac- 
tions of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy.'  If  one  of  the  few 
copies  which  I  had  worked  off  for  my  Mends  should  re- 
main, I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  it  to  you  on 
my  return  to  Ireland. 

*'  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  sending  you  occasionally 
any  work  of  merit  that  may  appear  on  the  subject  of  Irish 
antiquities.  On  that  subject  nothing  has  apprared  of  late. 
I  think  with  you  that  some  booksd^ler  in  London  ought 
to  be  appointed  to  sell  Irish  productions.  E^msly  is  em- 
ployed Dy  the  Irish  Academy,  and  was  once  employed  by 
me.  General  Vallancey  and  Miss  Brooke  (whose  *  Relics 
of  Irish  Poetry'  I  presume  you  have  seen)  employed  the 
Robinsons." 
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J.  C.  Walkbb,  E^q.  to  Bishop  Pbbct. 

**  My  Lord,  st.  T«i<)ii,BiH,  TtbMircb  1797- 

"Your  Lordship's  obliging  favour  of  yesterd&y  has 
found  me  in  my  bed,  to  which  I  have  been  conEned  some 
days,  and  from  which  I  write  these  hasty  lines.  This  I 
hope  will  apolt^ise  for  my  not  acknowledging  sooner  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  3d  inst. 

"  I  lament  sincerely  the  melanchcdy  fate  of  poor  Dr. 
Hamilton*  and  Mrs.  Waller ;  and  wish  from  my  soul  that 
the  arm  of  power  may  reat^  not  only  the  assassins,  but 
the  instigaton. 

"  The  capture  of  the  Spanish  ships  is  a  capital  stroke. 

"  I  shall  embrace  with  pleasure  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  sending  your  Lordship  Hayley*s  'Life  of  Muton.'  Of 
Roscoe  I  am  in  no  immediate  want ;  I  therefore  beg  yoa 
may  read  it  at  your  perfect  leisure  and  convenience. 

"  Your  nephew  has  chosen  a  very  curious  subject,  and 
will  I  am  sure  treat  it  as  it  deserves.  To  trace  to  its 
source  a  fabric  of  verse  to  which  we  owe  so  much  intel- 
lectual pleasure,  is  an  inquiry  of  the  most  interesting  Idnd. 
Lord  Surrey,  you  say,  was  the  first  who  attempted  blank 
verse  in  English.  Who  stimulated  him  to  make  the  at- 
tempt? Certainly  not  the  French,  Perhaps,  then,  it  was 
the  Italians,  of  whose  writings  he  was  a  warm  admirer.  I 
wish  your  nephew  would  push  his  ingenious  inquiries  into 
this  field  of  conjecture.  If  he  should  discover  bis  author 
imitating,  even  m  a  few  instances,  the  various  versi  aciolti 
of  the  Italians,  he  may  venture  to  conclude  that  their 
writings  were  ttie  models  upon  which  he  formed  hims^f. 
Long  before  the  time  of  Surrey,  as  your  Lordship  knows, 
blank  verse  {vevailed  amongst  the  Italians.  So  early  as 
the  year  1524,  Trissino  ventured,  with  a  happy  boldness, 
to  introduce  verto  acioUo  in  his  '  Sofonisba,'  the  &rst  regu- 
lar tragedy  in  the  Italian  language.  '  Egli  fu  che  primo 
introduBse  in  componimenti  lunghi  (says  Maffei)  it  verto 

*  Ths  R«T.  Dr.  W.  HuDlltoQ,  rector  of  FuM,  c«.  Donegal,  Mid  rormerlj 
Fellow  of  Trinilf  Cidkgt,  Dablin,  tod  Mrs.  WaUer,  were  mnrdered  Mucb 
3,  1T9T,  atthebaoHof  thcRer.  Dr.  Sharon.  Fall  partienlan  of  flieH  emel 
mnrden  will  be  found  In  tlie  G«nUanan'a  Haga^ne  for  IT97.  p.  ISO ;  and 
•lao  a  good  Inofripliical  aoooutt  of  Dr.  Hamilton.  Hii  [mblkatioiii  ware , 
"  Leitera  on  the  Coait  of  the  Conncj  of  Antrim."  "  An  AecooDt  of  Bipe- 
rimenla  for  determining  the  Temperature  of  the  E^arth'i  Surface  in  Ireland," 
pabtiahed  in  the  Tranaactiona  of  the  Rojal  Iriab  Academ*  for  ITBB.  "  Let' 
ten  on  the  French  RerotntiiMi."  "  A  Memoir  on  the  Church  of  Ireland,'' 
•fipearad  in  the  Royal  Iriih  Aradcmf's  Traaiactioni  after  bit  death. 
VOL.   VII.  3B 
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adeUo,  del  che  non  potrft  mai  sapergli  grsdo  a  baatuua  U 
nostra  lingua,  essendo  certissimo,  cbe  quanto  eraziosa  fe  la 
rima  nelle  cose  liiiche,  altxettanto  necessano  parebbe 
I'abbandonarla,  ove  in  componimenti  lungbi,  e  gravi  altri 
volesse  emulare  la  perfezione  de'  Latini  verai,  e  de'  QmaJ 
I  will  confess,  my  Lord,  tbat  the  various  measoies  into 
vbich  oar  early  dramatic  poets  occasionally  run,  often 
remind  me  of  the  verio  acioUo  of  the  Italians,  which  is 
not  always  confined  to  the  stately  step  and  regular  me»- 
Bore  of  what  is  by  ua  denominated  olank  verse.  And 
perhaps  it  may  yet  appear  that  the  Literature  of  England 
has  more  obligations  to  Italy  than  we  seem  willing  to 
allow.  In  the  times  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Kliza- 
beth,  Italian  Literature  was  unquestionably  more  noiver- 
sally  cuItJTated  in  England  than  it  is  at  present  Of  this 
it  would  be  easy  to  adduce  proofs.  Nor  would  it,  I  think, 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  Shakspeare  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  language  and  literature  of  Italy.  Proud  of  his 
natural,  we  are  labouring  to  strip  him  of  his  meretricious 
charmB.  But  while  we  allow  nim  genius,  do  not  let  as 
deny  him  learning. 

"  I  have  said  that  Lord  Surrey  certunly  did  not  boirow 
from  the  French  the  idea  of  clothing  his  thoughts  in  blank 
verse.  His  good  taste  would  not  allow  him  to  imitate  a 
bad  example.  That  blank  verse  was  used  by  any  French 
writers  of  note  before,  or  about  the  time  of  Lord  Surrey,  I 
cannot  at  this  moment  determine ;  but  of  this  we  may 
rest  assured,  that  at  no  period  would  French  blank  verse 
be  likely  to  induce  imitation,  so  unfriendly  to  that  measore 
is  the  genius  of  the  language.  But  let  us  hear  Voltaire  on 
this  subject  in  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Marquis  Mafiei: 
— *  J'aurois  souhaitd  pouvoir,  a  I'ezemple  des  Italiens  et 
des  Anglois,  employer  I'heureuBe  faciUt^  des  vert  blamei, 
et  je  me  suis  souvenu  plus  d'une  fois  de  ce  passage  da 
Rucellai: 

'  Ta  ui  pur  eU  I'imdugJa  della  tog«, 
Che  riipoDde  da  i  laai  or*  Ecu  albrap, 
Sempre  olmiM  fti  del  QMtro  rafno, 
E  fa  faiTentriM  deUe  prime  rime.* 

Mais  je  me  suis  apper^u,  et  j'ai  dit,  il  y  a  longtema,  qu' 
une  telle  tentative  n'auroit  jamais  de  succ^  en  France,  et 
qu'il  y  auroit  beaucoup  plus  de  foiblesse  que  de  force,  i 
eluder  un  joug  qu'ont  porte  leg  auteurs  de  tant  d'oavrages 
qui  dureront  autant  que  La  nation  Fran9oise.* 
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"  Bat  if  the  Italians  du)  pot  first  teach  onr  poets  the 
melodious  Sow  of  blank  verse,  ther  certiunl;  taught  them 
the  puDful  restriction  of  the  sonnet.  As  this  is  a  subject 
which  has  never  employed  my  thoughts,  I  am,  I  fear,  dis- 
playing great  ienorance  upon  it.  Pardon  this  intrusion  on 
your  tune,  and  believe  me,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkbr." 


[The  first  part  of  this  Letter  is  vanting,  and  its  date 
is  not  known.] 
*«*«***         +         *» 

"  ReKqua,  6th  edit.  vol.  III.  p.  269.  '  The  Birth  of  St* 
George.*  Gibbon's  History  of  St.  George  is  perhaps  the 
most  satisfactory  that  has  yet  been  published.  Vide '  De- 
cline and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,'  vol.  iv.  p.  Ill — 115. 

"  P.  91,  vol.  i.  '  Robin  pulled  forth  an  Irish  knife.' 
Probably  the  Sk»n  ia  alluded  to  in  this  passage.  Vide 
'  Memoir  on  the  Artnoar  and  Weapons  of  t^e  Irish,' 
p.  119. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that '  L'Amonr  et  Glycere*  is 
omitted. 

"  Having  dipped  a  little  into  your  Lordship's  copy  of 
the  first  edition  of  Shakespear,  I  am  confirmed  in  an 
opinion  which  I  have  long  entertained,  that  the  original 
text  is  not  a/im^»  improved  by  the  alterations  of  modem 
Commentators.  I  have  only,  however,  colUted  two  pas- 
sages with  the  text  of  Dr.  Johnson,  but  in  tiiose  I  found 
that  the  alterations,  instead  of  improving  the  sense,  had 
made  nonsense  of  it. 

"  Measure  for  Measure. 

"  Act  1,  sc.  1.  '  Since  I  am  put  to  know,'  in  tiie  first 
edition,  is  good  sense,  as  must  appear  to  any  one  who 
will  read  the  whole  passage  with  attention.  But  *  since 
I  am  not  to  know,'  as  altered  by  Johnson,*  is  absolute 


"  As  Tou  like  It 

"  Act  1,  tc.  1.  '  States  me  here  at  home.'    This  has 

been  altered  by  Johnson  to  '  Siiex  me  here  at  home,* 

The  sense  does  not  authorise  this  alteration.     Shakespear 

simply  meant,  he  keepa  me  here  at  home.     Orlando  was 

I  ■UcntUoii  to  Bot  nttliwd,  or  eren  RMntknied,  In   Bocd'i 

Ut.  1603 i.  H. 

3   B   2 
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at  libeitjr  to  range ;  he  could  not  therefore  be  said  to  be 
kept  in  a  »ty.* 

"  IjMned  CommaiWon  ttew 


**  In  delineation  of  national  character,  perhaps  Shakeapear 
is  irithout  a  rival.  This  is,  I  think,  most  strikingly  evi- 
dent in  Sc  3,  Act  2,  of  Henry  the  Fifth.  I  do  not  recollect 
(and  I  have  not  the  book  by  me)  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Malone  has  made  any  observation  on  the  Irish  character 
in  this  scene — if  not,  I  think  he  nught  add  a  note  to  this 
parpose. 

"  Dr.  Campbell,  in  his  '  Philosophical  Survey  of  tiie 
South  of  Ireland,'  p.  283,  observes,  *  As  to  the  personal 
courage  of  the  individuals  of  this  country  (Ireland),  I  have 
never  heard  it  disputed.  National  reflection  rather  brands 
it  with  a  hardihood  of  spirit.  Shakespear,  who  of  all 
men  had  the  deepest  insight  into  human  nature^  has  left 
us  a  portrut  of  the  Irish  character  in  this  line,  as  like  as 
if  they  had  sat  for  the  picture  but  yesterday.  The  like- . 
ness  18  so  very  striking  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  ^ving 
an  extract.'  The  Doctor  then  transcribes  the  scene  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  But  he  haa  omitted  to  observe, 
that  the  vulgar  Irish  at  this  day,  as  well  as  in  the  daya  of 
Shakespear,  are  in  the  habit  of  swearing  by  the  hand. 
Da  lamha  mo  chardau  crioat,  i.  e.  by  the  hand  of  my  goaaip, 
is  now  a  prevailing  oath  in  Ireland.  We  find  Carolaa 
using  it     *  Hist.  Mem.  of  Irish  Bards,'  App.  p.  69. 

'*  1  think  the  anecdote  of  the  relation  of  Shakespear 
who  lived  at  Drogheda,  given  in  the  '  AnthoU  Hib.*  not 
undeserving  the  notice  of  Mr.  Malone.  I  can  vouch  the 
authenticity  of  the  anecdote. 

"  If  your  friend  Dr.  Warton  is  about  to  publish  an 
edition  of  Pope's  Works,  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  re- 
minded that  Metastaaio,  in  bis  '  Letters,'  makes  hand- 
some mention  of  a  translation  of  the  '  £ssay  on  Man,* 
printed  at  Turin  in  1768.  llie  title  runs  thus,  *  L'Uomo 
Saggi  di  Filosofia  Morale  di  Alessandro  Pope.  Volga- 
rizzati  dal  Conte  Giuseppe  Maria  Ferrero  m  Lavriano.' 
The  only  copy  of  this  translation  that  I  have  seen  I 
bought  at  Turin,  and  it  is  now  in  my  posseHsion.  Of  t^e 
'  Rape  of  the  Lock,'  there  is  also  an  Italian  tranalaticni. 
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wliich  1  likewise  possess.  It  ia  in  the  second  Tolnme  of 
'  Prose  e  Foesie  del  Signor  Abate  Antonio  ContL'  To 
this  tnmslBtion  are  prefixed  '  Osaervazioni  su  la  materia  e 
I'artifizio  del  Poema.' 

"  I  should  be  happy  to  hear  that  Dr.  Bumey's  '  Me- 
moirs of  MetastaBio*  are  gone  to  press.  And  I  should  he 
likewise  rejoiced '  to  find  that  he  means  to  add  to  his 
valnable  *  History  of  Music '  a  voliune  on  the  very  inte- 
resting subject  of  '  National  Music.'  If  he  omitted, 
during  his  tour  in  Italy,  to  collect  the  Dances  peculiar  to 
the  duTerent  States,  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  send- 
ing him  a  copy  of  the  collection  which  1  made.  I  sup- 
pose he  did  not  forget  to  remark  at  Bologna  the  different 
musical  instruments  which  lie  at  the  feet  of  St.  Cecilia,  in 
Raffaelle's  celebrated  picture. 

"  But  I  am  intruding  too  long  upon  your  Lordship, 
nmlon  me,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
TOUT  Lordship's  futhfiil,  much  obliged,  and  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  J.  C.  Walkbb. 

"  P.S.  Have  the  goodness  to  make  my  best  compli- 
ments acceptable  to  Mrs.  and  the  Miss  Percy's." 


J.  C.  Walkbb,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Pihebaton. 

St.  Taleil,  BnT,  March  13, 1797. 
«  •  *  * 

"  Tou  are  so  good  as  to  inquire  after  my  little  work : 
it  ia  in  great  forwardness.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  I 
shall  begin  the  ^r  transcript.  Ouseley  has  made  a  bar- 
gain wiut  a  bookseller  for  me.  I  am  obliged  to  Cadellfor 
not  acceding  to  my  very  moderate  terms.  I  have  since 
considerably  extended  my  acquaintance  with  Italian  litera- 
ture, and  received  satisfactory  answers  to  several  inter- 
rogatories which  I  sent  to  Italv. 

"As  soon  as  I  have  dismissed  my  'Memoir,'  I  shall 
prepare  for  the  press  a  manuscript  journal  in  my  posses- 
•ion  of  a  very  sensible  traveller,  who  made  a  tour  of  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  and  Wales,  in  1634.  Tour  learned  and 
ingenious  friend,  the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  read  the  manu- 
script, and  urged  the  publication.* 

*  SMbsfore,  fl7I5. 
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**  Poor  Lord  Orford  1  English  Lteratore  has  lost  in 
him  one  of  its  most  el^^t  onismentB.  I  hope  soais 
friend  will  give  us  memoirs  of  his  life  in  tbe  mumer  of 
*  Mason's  Memoirs  of  Gray.'  His  letters  arc  (dunning. 
He  honoured  me  with  a  few*  which  I  esteem  faintly. 
His  friend  Lord  Cbarlemont  and  I  exerted  oondvea  to 
prevent  the  pubhcation  of  his  *  Mysterious  Mother*  in 
Dnblin.  Failing  in  tiiis  attempt,  I  attended  the  mA 
through  ttie  press,  and  am  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that 
Ae  Dublin  «diti(m  is  one  of  t£e  most  correct  editiona  <^ 
diat  incomparable  drama. 

"  I  date  from  a  sweet  little  place  whic^  I  have  taken  in 
the  county  of  Wioklow.  At  the  foot  of  my  lawn,  t^iree 
small  rivers  unite,  and  flow  in  one  large  body  through  a 
romantic  valley  to  the  sea.  From  the  wmdo^s  of  niy 
study  I  enjoy  a  peep  into  the  Dargle ;  and  two  majeatie 
mountains  form  the  back-ground  of  the  picture ;  but, 
should  you  ever  visit  Ireland,  I  hope  you  will  affcurd  ma 
an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  those  beauties  to  you  ^m 
tbe  spot.  Rest  assored  you  have  no  friend  in  the  Island 
of  Saints  who  would  be  happier  in  seeing  you," 


J.  C.  Walkbb,  Esq.  to  Bishop  Pxrot. 
"  Mv  Loud,  at  V«l«ri,  Bmy,  IfcRb  20,  179P7. 

"  I  fear  your  Lcnrdsbijp  did  not  read  with  soffideiit  in- 
dulgence the  few  hasty  lines  which  I  wrote  from  .my  bed, 
without  the  assistance  of  books,  on  a  subject  I  had  not 
considered.  Of  Lord  Sutrey'a  Poems  I  am  aotpossessed; 
nor  did  1  know  that  it  was  acknowledged  he  had  borrowed 
from  Trissino  the  first  idea  of  blank  verse.  It  is  true  he 
might  have  taken  that  measure  from  iim,  as  the  '  Sofo> 
nisba'  was  published  so  early  as  1524,  But  Trisatno  was 
not  the  first  Italian  poet  who  wrote  in  'veno.sdolto ;'  he 
was  only  the  first  who  introduced  it  into  long  oompoai- 
tions.  "Egli  fu  che  primo  introdusse  (sws  Ma^}  in 
componimenti  lunghi  il  verso  sdolto.'  The  novels  of 
Boccacio,  and  the  productions  of  several  other  prose  writers 
of  that  period,  are  sprinkled  with  Tersi  sciolti.  And  Cks- 
cimbeni  observes  that  the  famous '  Cantico  del  Sole'  of  San 
Fhuidsoo  of  Aasisi,  a  holy  poet  who  flourished  in  the 
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banning  of  the  UiirteeDth  oeDtnry,  was  written  in  that 
measure.  It  ia  therefore  bestowing  an  unmerited  honour 
on  Trissino  to  attribute  to  him  the  invention  of  Italian 
blank  vene.  Eren  his  friend  Rucellai  might  dispute  the 
palm  with  him;  for  the  'Rosmunda,'  imich  is  in  that 
measure,  waa  represented  before  Leo  X.  in  1516,  though 
it  was  not  printed  tall  1525.  Now  the  'Sofonisba'  (£d 
not  appear  tDl  1524,  and  the  epic  poem  of  '  L'ltalia  Libe- 
rata '  was  not,  according  to  Trissino's  own  confession,  eren 
Im^d  before  1525.  Muton,  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Italian  literature,  probably  followed  the  example  aet 
by  Trissino,  in  his  '  Italia  Liberata,'  which  first  appeared 
in  1547,  and  by  Ohviero  in  his  *  Alamanoa,'  I567>  But 
tibese  examples  could  not  have  been  followed  by  Lord 
Surrey  if  he  died  in  1537,  It  may  therefore  be  presumed 
that  uie  '  Sofbniaba '  of  Trissino,  or  the  '  Rosmunda '  of 
Rucellai,  suggested  to  his  Lordship  the  idea  of  blank  verse ; 
and  having  teamed  to  clothe  the  effusions  of  his  fancy  in 
that  measure,  he  applied  it  to  heroic  poetry.  Or,  is  it  not 
stiil  more  probable  that  '  L'lliade  et  I'Odissea  di  Omero 
tradotte  dall'  original  Greco,  in  verso  sciolto,  dall'  Abate 
AntonmariaSalvini.  InFirenze,  15 23,*' were  Ute  examples 
which  he  followed  f  Of  blank  verse  applied  •  to  heroic 
Poem,'  several  instances  besides  those  already  mentioned, 
might  have  fallen  under  the  observation  of  Milton.  I  shall 
enumerate  a  few. 

"' L'Odisaea, tradotta da Girolamo  BaccellL   Fir.  1582.' 

" '  Lucano  delle  Chierre  CiviU,  tradotto  in  verao  sciolto 
da  Giolio  Morici.     Ravenna,  1587>' 

" '  L'Eneide  di  Virgilio,  tradotta  da  Annibal  Caro.  In 
Treviso,  1603.' 

"  Indeed  almost  all  the  classic  poets  were  translated  into 
Italian  blank  verse,  by  various  hands,  between  1520  and 
1630,  though  Bairetti,  whose  knowledge  of  Italian  literature 
was,  I  believe,  more  superficial  than  ia  generally  imagined, 
asserts  that  the  example  set  by  Trissino  was  followed  by 
very  few,  and  the  measure  he  used  generally  despised. 
Besides  translations,  several  admired  original  productions 
in  verso  sciolto  appeared  after  the  death  of  the  father  of 
Italian  tragedy. 

"At  what  period  the  French  first  used  blank  verse  I 
cannot  determine.     But  it  is  probable  titey  were  late  in 

•  The  Bldiop  hM  tddcd  a  Note  on  thu :  "  SilTinis  OdiwBi,  in  blank 
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employing  a  measure  to  which  the  natare  of  th^  lanso^e 
is  so  unfnendly.  That  they  have  compositioQS  in  blank 
verse  cannot,  howerer,  be  deniefi. 

"  Almost  destitute  of  books,  like  your  Lordship,  for  1 
am  as  yet  unsettled,  I  am  perhaps  again  displaying  great 
ignorance  on  a  subject  vhich,  to  be  treated  properly, 
requires  deep  researcii.  I  shall  therefore  wuve  it  for  the 
present. 

"  From  Hayley*a  '  lafe  of  Milton,'  I  did  not  expect  yoor 
Lordship  woiud  draw  much  information  on  the  sabject  in 
question.  But  his  friend  Cowper  will,  I  presume,  treat  it 
at  length. 

"  I  have  disposed  of  the  inclosure  in  the  maimer  your 
Lordship  desired.  I  cannot  at  present  recollect  whether 
or  not  the  circumstance  yon  allude  to,  be  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Irwin's  Voyage,  but  I  shall  embrace  the  earhest  opportu- 
nity of  consulting  the  work. 

"  Of  the  particulars  of  Lord  SurreVa  Life  I  know  little 
more  than  what  is  given  in  the  *  Noble  Authors ; '  but,  if 
my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  his  mist^ress  was  a  bwly 
of  the  FitzG«rald  &mily.  Perhaps  there  are  some  papers 
in  the  Leinster  family  that  would  tlmiw  light  upon  the 
subject. 

"If  it  be  possible,  at  this  distant  day,  to  follow  Lord 
Surrey  in  his  Travels,  perhaps  he  might  be  traced  to  Vi- 
cenza.  If  he  could  be  found  there  associating  with  Tris- 
sino  and  Rucellai,  his  adoption  of  blank  verse  mi^t  be 
easily  accounted  for.  As  be  seems  to  have  formra  him- 
self upon  the  Italian  model,  all  his  Poems  should  be 
carefully  compared  with  the  productions  of  the  Italian 
poets  who  dourished  at  the  same  time. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Wai,kbb. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  written  to  Major  Ooseley  for  the  parti- 
ciilars  you  desire,  and  shall  b^  leave  to  tmahte  yoor  Lord- 
ship to  forward  the  Letter." 


"  My  Lobd,  St.  Tileri,  Bn>r>  aSHi  Hu^  17»7. 

"  As  I  cannot  find  amongst  the  Italian  poets  of  the 

16th   century  a  translator.  (>f  the  name  of  Antonmaria 

Salvini;    and  as  the  Antonotaria  Salvini  who  translated 

Addison's  *  Cato '  trandated  also  several  of  the  Gnek 
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and  Latin  Classici,  I  am  still  of  opinion  diat  the  compiler 
of  tiie  Catalc^ne  is  in  error.  Bat  we  do  not  stand  ia 
need  of  Salvmi's  assistance  on  this  occasion.  Let  as 
therefore  dismiss  him. 

"  When  I  found  yoor  Lordship  asserting  that  Lord 
Snirey  borrowed  from  Q.  Q.  Tnssino  that  species  of 
metre  which  we  call  blank  verte,  end  the  Italians  verao 
acioUo,  I  gare  ap  the  subject  in  despair.  Bnt  since  yoa 
hare  in  your  last  ktter  opened  a  new  field  of  conjecture 
to  me,  I  diall  b^  leare  to  range  in  it  for  a  few  moments. 
"  iV)  Lord  Surrey  is  genenmy  attributed  the  inyention 
of  English  blank  Terse ;  but  it  still  remains  to  inquire 
whence,  or  from  whom  he  borrowed  the  idea.  To  Tris- 
sino  it  is  thought  he  is  indebted  tor  ib  From  Trissino 
he  certainly  might  hove  borrowed  that  species  of  metre; 
but  there  existed,  at  the  same  period,  other  Italian  writers 
who  also  mifffat  have  tausht  liim  to  reject  rhyme,  and 
'  draw  out  we  sense  ranonsly  from  one  Terse  into  an- 
other.' Besides  Uie  '  Sofonisba*  of  Trissino,  the  follow- 
ing prodoctions  in  verMo  aciotto  (all  of  which  now  lie 
before  me),  had  appeared  prior  to  or  were  published 
durine  Lord  Surrey'a,Tisit  to  It^ : 

"  *Xa  Rosmun^    Tr.  di  G.  Ruccelhd.     Fir.  1525.' 
"  *  L' Antigone.     Tr.  di  Luigi  Alamanni.     Ven.  15S2.' 
"  *  L'Kpilalamio  di  Catullo  nelle  Nozze  di  Peleo  edi 
Teti,  tradotto  da  Lod.  Dolce.     I5S8.' 

"  IVom  these  productions  he  might  have  learned  to 
reduce  his  own  language  to  the  measure  of  blank  Terse — 
bat  who  taught  bim  to  apply  it  '  to  heroic  poem  P 
*  L'ltalia  Lib^ta'  did  not  appear  till  1547,  the  year  in 
which  Lord  Sarrey  died ;  and  the  *  Alamanna'  was  not 
published  till  1567-  Here  a  difficulty  seems  to  occur. 
Let  us  endeaTOur  to  surmount  it.  In  1556  appeared  in 
Florence,  *  Tutte  Fopere  di  Virgilia,  tradotte  in  Tcrn 
sdolti  da  diTersi  Autori  e  raccolte  da  LodoTico  Domenichi.' 
This  collection  or  compilatioQ,  however,  Lord  Surrey 
could  not  have  seen,  for  he  was  not  then  in  existence ; 
but  he  might  bare  seen,  in  detached  publications,  some  of 
the  pieces  of  which  it  is  composed.  Amongst  the  trahsla- 
tora  whom  Domenichi  lidd  under  contribution,  I  find  the 
following-— Aless.  Sansedoni,  Ipolito  de  Medici,  Fr.  Maria 
Molza,  Bernardino  Borghesi,  Bart.  Carli,  Aldrob.  Cerre- 
tani,  and  Alessandro  Hccolomini.  Now  in  1540,  '  ]  sei 
primi  X^bri  dell'  Eneide  di  Virgilio,  tradotti  e  dedicati  a 


,..d:,i.  Google 


788  ILLUSTEATIONS   OP  LITBBiLTURB. 

pivL  illastri  ed  ononte  DoDiie  (Sanen)/  bv  the  very  « 
whom  I  hftve  just  enumerated,  appeared  id  Venice.  Thia 
compilation  therefore  formed  part  of  DomenicfaL'j ;  and 
this  publication  might  have  been  aeen  by  Lord  Surrey,  aa 
he  lived  seven  years  after  ita  appearance.  But  aa  Ipolito 
de*  Medici  died  in  1535,  and  fV.  M.  Moka  in  1540,  it  is 

Erobable  that  their  respective  branslationa  of  the  ^aeid 
ad  been  published  by  themsdves,  or  daring  thor  Uvea ; 
so  that  IJord  Surrey  could  not  have  wanted  an  Italian 
example  of  blank  verse  applied  to  *  heroic  poem.*  I  will 
not,  however,  positively  deny,  that  t^e  example  which  he 
followed  was  not  set  him  by  the  Spuiiards.  But  from  his 
long  residence  in  Italy,  and  his  love  (^  Italian  Uteratsre,  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  he  borrowed  from  tiie 
writers  of  that  enchanting  country,  the  model  whidi  he 
imitated, 

"  If  your  Lordship  can  get  acceaa  to  l^raboadii,  conaolt 
him  on  the  subject  of  '  verao  soiolto.'  The  work  is  very 
scarce,  but  Lonl  Charlemont,  I  know,  has  a  copy.  I 
ordered  a  copy  from  London  soinetime  ago,  bat  it  ia  not 
yet  arrived.  1  now  regret  that  wb«i  I  formerly  consulted 
that  work,  my  inquiries  did  not  embrace  veno  aeioUa. 

"  Permit  |ne  now  to  repeat  what  I  mentioned  in  a 
former  letter,  that  the  steps  most  likely  to  lead  to  certuoty 
on  this  occasion,  are 

"  1.  A  discovery  of  the  literati  with  whom  Lewd 
Sturey  chiefly  associated  in  Italy. 

"  2.  A  careful  comparison  of  his  poetical  compoatksM 
with  those  of  his  Italian  contemporaries. 

"  If  your  Lordship  should  extend  your  inquiries  to  tbe 
origin  of  blank  vene  in  Spain,  as  well  as  in  £ngiaud,  yon 
wiU  probably  find  that  the  Italians  led  Una  way  to  that 
species  of  metre  in  both  countries,  I  think  it  very  likriy 
that  *  Xja  Ulyssea'  was  preceded  by  the  following  transla- 
tions of  Homer : 

"  '  L'lliade  d'Omero,  tmdotta  in  Linnia  Italiana  da 
Paolo Badessa.  In  Padova^per  Grarioso  Percasino,  1564.' 
In  quarto.    Blank  verse,    tvta  bodu  only. 

" '  L'Odissea,  tradotta  in  volgar  Eiorentano  (blank 
verse)  da  Girolamo  BaocellL  Firense,  preaso  il  SennatelU. 
1582.'     8vo. 

"  In  the  Kiccsrdi  library  at  Florence,  are  preserved 
the  seven  first  books  of  tlw  Iliad,  translated  by  CHr.  Bae- 
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celli.    It  -WM  from  tbia  library  that  Mr.  Boscoe  drew 
some  of  the  msteiiab  for  hia  work. 

"  Aa  I  have  not  a  copy  of  Chancer  here,  die  aample  of 
hia  blank  verae  waa  vtry  acceptable  to  me.  Thus  I  find 
that  the  fadier  of  Engluh  poetry  was  also  the  inventor  of 
Engliah  blftnk  verae.  Ijord  Surrey,  like  Treasino,  waa 
odIt  the  firat  to  employ  it  '  in  longer  works.'  Ch«acer 
prooably  took  the  hint  from  hia  contemporaries  Dante 
and  Boccaccio.  With  Dante  we  know  he  waa  personally 
acquainted.  Here  a  new  field  of  inquiry  ia  opened.  The 
more  I  conrader  the  subject  the  more  curious  I  find  it. 
I  am  sure  your  Lordahip  will  treat  it  in  the  manner  it 


"  Of  the  origin  of  French  blank  verae  I  cannot  «peak 
widi  certainty.  But  I  presume  the  French  were  not  late 
in  following  the  example  set  by  tbe  Spaaiaids  and  Italians. 
I  have  not,  however,  uiy  boolcs  here  that  can  throw  li^t 
on  the  Bubject.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  some  modem 
(French)  compoutiona  in  blank  verse,  though  I  cannot  at 
thia  moment  name  them. 

"  ]  have  the  honour  to  be,  mv  Lordj  with  great  respect, 
yonr  Lordship's  ftdthful,  much  obliged,  and  most  obedient, 
humble  servuit,  J.  C.  Walkbb." 


"  Mt  Lord,       St: Talerl,  Bny,  Ehmdir  MMb.  AprH2,  iT9T. 

"  I  havejust  received  a  letter  &om  Major  Onseley.  My 
memory  has  deceived  me.  The  poem  of  which  he  ia 
possessed  is  a  curious  original  poem  of  the  Earl  of  Essex, 
wiitteft  while  he  was  confined  in  the  Tower. 

"  My  Mend  Mr.  Marsden,  of  the  Admiralty,  has  just 
Bent  me  his  very  curious  *  Catalogue  of  Dictionaries,  Vo- 
cabularies, Qrammars,  and  Alphabets,'  of  which  I  find 
only  sixty  copies  were  printed.  He  has  not  forgotten 
your  Loniship's  '  Retiques.' 

"Poor  Mr.  Pinkerton  has  lost  his  youngest  child. 
Lord  Meatii  *  waa  exb^mely  ill  last  night,  but  is  better 
tliis  morning.     More  of  the  shirt,  &c.  has  been  extracted. 

"  I  remiun,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkbr." 

*  WiUiiin  ninth  earl  of  Heath  wu  ■  young  mui  of  great  worth  and  lame 
■Ulitie*.  He  bU  a  martyr  to  the  inflnancc  of  falie  biMuar,  in  «  duel  with 
Mr.  Gore;  anddOedMar  II,  17BT.    See  OsbL  Uag.  tdI.  LXVII.  p.  629. 
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"  Mt  Lord,  St.  Vileri,  Br^XMb  H^  17II7. 

"  1  have  JQBt  recaved  the  inclosed.  When  you  hftve 
read  it,  have  the  goodness  to  retora  it,  that  1  nur  not 
only  answer  it,  bat  show  it  to  some  ta^Uevert.  I  am 
happy  that  Catcott  is  undeceived.  It  was  a  wise  step.  I  am 
not  without  hopes  of  being  able  to  convince  some  onbe- 
lievers  in  the  authenticity  of  Han  Kiou  Choutm, 

"  If  your  Lordship  snonld  go  to  Bristol,  I  wish  yon 
would  (^  on  Catcott,  and  prevent  his  talong  any  hanh 
steps  a^nst  Sir  R.  Chambers.  He  may  be  foono  in  the 
Public  Library  from  ten  till  three  o'clock  every  day.  He 
has  a  large  collection  of  papers  respecting  Uie  Contro- 
versy,* which  I  am  sure  he  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
showing  you. 

"  Let  me  now  express  a  hope  that  yonr  Lordalup 
arrived  safe,  and  fonnd  Mrs.  Isted  and  her  nimily  welL 

*'  The  aspect  of  the  political  world  here  is  not  lest 
gloomy  than  when  you  left  as ;  indeed  the  spirit  of  sedi- 
tion seems  spreading ;  it  has  even  reached  the  bord«s  of 
this  connty.  I  shuddered  as  I  read  tbe  Report  of  the 
Secret  Committee.  I  remember  Tonef  in  coU^,  where 
he  was  considered  as  a  lad  of  great  promise.  He  wook) 
probably  have  risen  to  eminence  at  the  bar,  if  his  mind 
nad  not  taken  a  political  turn.  Marrying  early  and  im- 
prudenUy,  he  became  embarrassed  and  deiper^e.  And 
he  is  now  an  exile,  covered  with  infamy.     His  &ther  was 


"  I  presume  your  Lordship  has  seen  Dr.  Hussey's  Pas- 
toTal  Letter — a  most  dai^erons  production. 

"  Poor  Dr.  Hamilton's  widow  is  now  an  inhabitmnt  of 
Bray.  That  she  should  abandon  the  North  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at. 

**  As  your  Lordship  will  probably  expect  some  literary 
news  from  me,  I  bmU  transcribe  a  passage  from  a  letter 
which  1  have  jnst  received  from  Dr.  Browne : — *  I  am 
very  busy,  when  not  employed  in  the  Courts,  in  Parlia- 
ment, or  in  College,  in  preparing  for  the  press.  Lectures 
on  Civil  and  ficcleuastical  Law,  read  by  me  aa  ProflBssor 
in  the  University.' 

*'  When  it  shall  suit  your  convenience  have  the  good* 

*  Tbe  CtattertoD,  or  Rowley  contrOTSn;. 

t  Theobald  WoIAj  Tom,  ooe  of  the  cbisf  nbeU  tn  Irelud.  He  wm  triad 
■Dd  wnUnoei]  to  be  bang,  bnt  cootriTed  to  cat  hii  own  UutMt.  8m  0«bL 
Mag.  to).  LXTIII.  pp.  1064, 1075 1  LXIX.  28.  193. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


WALKBR    COBRBSFONDBNCB.  741 

ness  to  indulge  me  with  a  few  lines,  and  you  will  inS- 
nitely  oblige  yoor  Lordahip's  feitbfal  humble  servant, 
"Joseph  C.  Walkbb. 
"  Have  the  goodness  to  make  my  best  compliments 
acceptable  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Percy,  and  Mrs.  Isted.  I 
am  told  Memoirs  of  Sir  J.  Reynolds  have  appeared. 
May  we  not  expect  Memoirs  of  Lord  Oiford  and  Mr. 
Mason  ?" 


"  Mt  Lord,  St.Vilm,  Bnr>  6tl>  Jane.  1T9T. 

"  I  am  just  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  favour  of 
the  Ist  inst. 

"As  my  object  in  opening  a  temporary  coTrespondence 
with  Mr.  Catcott  was  merely  to  set  him  right  in  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  papers  of  Chattertou  were  lost, 
my  answer  to  his  letter  was  very  short  The  cavil  (if  it 
was  intended  as  such)  at  your  Ivordship's  statement^  I 
thought  80  much  beneath  my  notice  that  I  was  silent  on 
that  subject.  Nor  did  I  say  more  respecting  your  Ijord- 
ship  than  this,  or  something  to  this  purpose, — that  if  he 
had  the  honor  to  know  your  Lordship  as  well  as  I  do,  he 
would  have  thought  an  eclaireisaement  totally  unnecessary. 

"  I  shall,  as  your  Lordship  seems  to  wish,  take  no  fur- 
ther part  in  r^ard  to  the  Chinese  Novel.  My  friend  Mr. 
Irwin's  testimony  to  its  authenticity  I  have  already  com- 
municated. Till  the  publication  of  '  Love  and  Madness,'* 
there  were,  I  beheve,  few  unbeUevers. 

"  Possessed,  through  the  kindness  of  a  Mend,  of  the 
first  edition  of  the  '  Italia  Liherata''  (a  book  of  great 
scarcity),  I  find  it  was  printed  in  1547  and  1548;  that  is, 
the  nine  first  hooks  in  May  1547,  and  the  remainder  in 
November  1548.  So  that  if  Lord  Surrey  died  in  1545, 
be  could  not  have  learned  to  employ  blank  verse  in 
*  heroic  poem,'  from  Trissino.  I  am,  therefore,  still  of 
o[anion,  that  the  translation  of  Virgil  which  I  mentioned 
to  your  Jliordship,  probably  gave  Lord  Surrey  the  hint. 

"  This  kingdom  is  less  disturbed  than  it  was :  how- 
ever, it  is  still  in  an  unpleasant  state,  indeed,  an  alarming 
one.  We  are  as  yet  pretty  quiet  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Last  Sunday  night  a  pike  was  found  near  my  garden,  but 
nothing  has  happened  since.  In  the  neignbourhood  of 
( ID  Kcoaiit  of  Chat- 
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poor  Boyd  tbines  do  not  weu-  bo  good  an  «>pect.  He 
says  in  a  letter  which  I  received  ftam  him  this  ^j, '  Mur- 
ders and  robberies  are  so  frequent  here,  that  it  is  no 
novelty  to  hear  of  a  dead  body  or  two  being  found  witJiin 
a  few  miles  of  this  place  in  a  moming/  1  tiierefore  think 
Iiordahip's  absence  at.  this  time  enviable.     I  would 


^ 


no  means  recommend  it  to  yon  to  hasten  home. 

'  I  am  happy  to  find  that  Mrs.  Isted  and  her  femilyue 
well.  Have  the  goodness  to  .make  my  best  compUments 
acceptable  to  her,  and  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Percy  and  yonr 
nephew;  and  believe  me  to  be,  my  Lord, 

"  Yours,  &c.  JosBPH  C.  Walkbb. 

"  P.  S.  If  I  can  be  in  any  way  useful  to  your  Lordship 
in  this  kingdom,  I  hope  you  wUl  do  me  tiie  faonoor  to 

employ  me." 


J.  C.  WALKEBjEsq.  to  Mr.  Pinkbbton. 

"JiiMiST,  179T. 

"  I  have,  I  fear,  too  long  omitted  to  tbank  yon  for 
Manse's  liTe  of  Tasso. 

*        *        *        « 

'*  I  wish  we  bad  some  satisfacCory  notices  of  Manao  him- 
self. We  know  too  little  of  tl^t  accomplished  noble- 
man. I  believe  I  have  made  the  first  attempt  at  aaoep- 
taining  the  site  of  the  villa  near  Naples  in  which  he 
received  Tasso  and  Milton.  What  I  have  collected  on 
this  subject  will  appear  in  my  Memoir  on  Italian  Tng«dy, 
if  the  work  itself  should  ever  appear. 

"  Having  finished  MachiaTfilli,  I  eng^^  in  Gniedar- 
dini,  and  found  him  an  historian  of  the  first  order.  I  am 
now  deep  in  Tiraboschi,  a  writer  of  great  reseandt  and 
good  taste.  His  life  of  Testi  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
procure ;  but  I  have  begged  of  Mf^or  Ouseley  to  have  a 
sharp  look-ont  for  a  copy,  llraboschi  is  very  sevwe  on 
a  great  favourite  of  mine,  l'Abb£  de  Sade. 

"  Yon  say  that  the  first  place  amongst  the  lyric  poets  of 
Italy  is  due  to  Petrarch ;  the  second  to  Teati.  I  cheers 
fully  subscribe  to  your  opinion ;  and  I  am  sorpriaed  that 
a  writer  of  so  mach  merit  should  be  neglected.  Yon, 
however,  have  made  him  known  in  Enguuid;  and  to 
know  him  is  to  admire  him.     Indeed  Italian  literature 
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has  many  obligations  to  the  author  of '  Heron's  Letters.** 
Thev  abound  too  in  what  I  admire,  but  rarely  find — 
original  thinldng.  Amongst  their  warmest  admirers  in 
this  country  is  Lord  Charlemont,  a  nobleman  of  exten- 
sive learning  and  refined  taste.  He  is  the  Manso  of  Ire- 
land." 

J.  C.  Wai-keb  to  Bishop  Pkrct. 

"  Mr  Lord,  St  V«leri,  Brij,  etk  Jnly,  i;97. 

"  Fresotning  your  Lordship  is  still  employed  on  the 
origin  of  Gnghsh  blank  Terse,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  trouble 
yon  with  a  passage  &om  a  translation,  in  eerio  adoUo,  of 
the  4tb  book  of  toe  ^neid,  which  was  made  by  Lodovico 
Martetii,  who  died  in  1527  '■ 

'  Soblto  per  U  grui  cittk  dl  UbU 
Ta  ducorTendo  rimpoiiona  f>ma. 
Fuiu  i  on  mal  di  col  noil'  iltr*  pria 
Per  eontiooo  moto  d  fc  grinde : 
Ptccola  (n  prima,  e  nTO  -  - 


par  Imt  poggia, 
B-n  (BTTB  1  puii  mnoTd,  a1  capo  in  ilto 
Fn  le  na(ole  «cc«lte  (aoonde  e  poaa,  he.' 

"When  this  translation  first  appeared  I  cannot  say 
mth  certainty,  probably  in  the  Rime  del  MarteiU  in  1 533 ; 
for  in  a  re-pubhcation  of  this  work  in  1546,  the  title  page 
sets  forth,  *  aggiuntovi  il  IV.  di  ^^rgilio  tradotto  dal  me- 
desimo.'  If  my  conjecture  be  well  founded,  MarteOi's 
translation  might  have  met  the  observation  of  Lord  Surrey, 
and  insfHred  him  with  the  idea  of  attempting  blank  verse. 
But  if  his  Lordship's  translation  was  not  executed  before 
1540,  it  may  he  safely  presumed  that  he  saw  /  set  primi 
Jifrri  deW  Eneide,  printed  in  Venice  that  year. 

"  It  must,  I  am  sure,  have  surprised  your  Lordship  as 
much  as  it  c^d  me,  that  Dr.  Jonnson's  curiosity  never 
tempted  him  to  look  into  Lord  Surrey's  translation  of 
VirmL  The  Earl  of  Surrey  (says  he,  in  his  Life  of  Mil- 
ton)) if  Mod  to  have  translated  one  of  Virgil's  books  with- 
out rhyme. 

**  In  your  Memoirs  of  Lord  Surrey  your  Lordship  will, 
I  presume,  give  some  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Eng- 
lish sonnet^  of  which  the  writings  .of  that  ingenious  noble- 
man is  said  to  afford  the  earliest  specimen.     In  consider^ 
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ing  Lord  Snirey^a  sonnets  it  most  have  stmck  yonr  Lotd- 
siup,  that  in  some  of  them  he  admita  more  than  two 
rhymes  into  the  two  qoatnunaj  and  that  there  is  one  in 
which  the  same  rhyme  rans  on  tbroogfa  the  fourteen  lines. 

"  As  I  have  sought  in  vun  for  Sir  Edward  Sherbame's  ■ 
translation  of  three  of  Seneca's  tragedies,  allow  me  to 
trouble  your  Lordship  to  turn  to  the  preface  (if  yon  hap- 
pen to  have  the  book  by  you),  and  inform  me  if  ne  men- 
tions the  Italian  translation  of  those  tragedies  by  IiOd, 
Dolce.    Pardon  this  liberty,  and  believe  me  to  be,  &c. 

«  J.  C.  WatKBa." 

"MyLord,  St,V«leri,Br«y,25tiiABg.I7»7. 

"  lam  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  favonr  of  tbe  12th 
inst.  and  can  venture  to  assure  you  that  my  brother  had 
much  pleasure  in  forwarding  your  billet  to  Dromoie.  I 
beg  your  Lordship  may  not  hesitate  to  make  nse  of  bia 
pnTilege  whenever  you  may  have  occasion  to  do  so. 

"  As  your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  invite  me  to  resume 
the  subject  of  verao  sciotto,  I  shall  do  so.  Of  the  two 
books  of  Viigil,  translated  into  blank  verse  by  Lord 
Surrey,  his  Lordship  might  have  seen  Italian  translations 
in  the  same  metre.  In  a  former  letter  I  mentioned  to  your 
Lordship  that  Lodovico  Martelli,  who  died  in  1533,  trans- 
lated the  fourth  book  into  verso  tcioUo.  And  I  have  since 
discovered  that  Ippolito  de'  Medici,  natural  son  of  Giu- 
liano  de*  Medici,  translated  the  second  book  into  the  same 
measure,  and  published  it  anonymously  at  Rome,  i^md 
.4nfonium  Blaavm,  in  1538.  As  the  nature  of  a  little 
work  on  which  I  am  at  present  employed  natoially  leads 
to  an  inquiry  into  the  ongin  of  verto  aciaUo,  I  slull  not 
fail  to  acqoamt  your  Lordship  with  any  further  discoveries 
I  may  make,  which  may  seem  likely  to  promote  yonr 
Lordship's  inquiry. 

"  In  regard  to  the  oiMn  of  the  Sonnet  I  must,  I  (ear, 
have  expressed  myself  obscurely ;  for  it  was  to  the  Ei^' 
Uah  not  the  Italian  sonnet  I  intended  to  direct  your  Lord- 
ship's notice.  The  origin  of  the  Italian  sonnet  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  determined  long  since  by  Francesco  Redi, 
and  has  been  lately  tra^d  with  great  ingenuity  and  ele- 
gance by  Mr.  Roscoe.*  But  the  origin  of  the  En^sfa 
sonnet  still,  I  believe,  remuns  a  subject  for  investigation. 

*  There  1*  no  Pi«bce  to  Shflrbamc'i  Scneo,  on 
of  S«DM«.    Nor  any  mentiMi  of  Lod.  Drioe.— J.  1 
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If  Lord  Sttmj  tbs  not  the  first,  I  believe  he  was  one  of 
the  earhest/aoricaiort  of  the  English  sonnet. 

"  The  great  rarity  of  Lord  Surrey's  translation  of  Virgil 
vas  unknown  to  me  until  mentioned  by  your  Lordship. 
When  Lord  Orford  enumerates  with  the  works  of  Lord 
Surrey  'one  book  of  Virgil,'  I  always  thought  fae  was 

f'mag  the  title  of  a  book  which  he  had  seen ;  but  when 
ohnson  says,  '  the  Earl  of  Surrey  is  said  to  have  trans- 
lated one  of  Virgil's  books  without  rhyme,'  I  concluded 
be  was  speaking,  with  his  usual  carelessness,  of  a  work 
which  he  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  consult.  But  I 
am  delighted  to  find  that  your  Lordship's  nephew  means 
to  put  the  public  into  possession  of  a  litenury  treasure 
which  might  otherwise  have  remained  for  ever  in  conceal- 
ment. 

"  On  consulting  Dr.  Johnson's  '  History  of  the  Eng- 
lish Language,'  I  find  he  does  not  deny  Lord  Surrey  the 
honour  of  inventing  English  blank  verse ;  nor  does  be 
attribute  its  invention  to  him.  He  only  gives  a  composi- 
tion in  blank  verse  of  the  same  age,  '  which  is  (he  says) 
the  oldest  I  have  found.' 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkeb." 


"  Mt  Lord,  St.  Vtlcri,  Br*;;,  Harcli  U,  f»e. 

"  It  is  a  little  unfortunate  that  my  exertions  to  promote 

{'Our  Lordabip'a  inquiries  should  not  be  seen  in  their  true 
ight,  or  even  indulgently  read. 

"  In  one  of  your  Lordship's  former  letters,  yon  seem  to 
doubt  whether  Lord  Surrey  or  the  fair  Oeraldine  be  men- 
tioned by  Holinshed.  Happening  to  have  the  book  by 
me,  I  went  patiently  through  every  page  of  the  Irish  part, 
and  reported  what  I  found,  presuming,  at  the  same  time, 
to  offer  such  conjectures  as  occured  to  me.  Yet  this  your 
Lordship  is  pleased  to  call '  banter  and  badinafe.'  Excuse 
me  when  I  say  that  zeal  and  ignorance  would  have  been 
better  epithets ;  for  my  report  was  an  effusion  of  one  cer- 
tainly— perhaps  of  both. 

"  I  have  ventured  to  predict  that  some  future  historian 
of  the  house  of  Medici  will  dispel  the  clouds  which  now 
bang  over  the  fur  Oeraldine.  Perhaps  it  will  yet  be  found 
that  this  is  not  a  '  fancy  built  on  nothing  firm.'  That  the 
fair  Oeraldine  was  the  daughter  of  an  Irish  Eaxl,  Lord 
VOL.    VII.  3   C 
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Surrey  declares ;  that  that  "EaA  was  a  Fitzgerald,  is  be- 
lieved ;  and  that  the  lady  in  question  resided  some  time  in 
Florence,  is  not  denied.  Bat  the  lady  has  not  yet  been 
identified.  '  The  question  is,'  says  Lord  Orford, '  whether 
the  I^dy  Elizabeth  FitaeeTald,  or  her  sister  Lady  Cicely, 
Tas  the  foir  Geraldine :  1  should  think  the  former.'  His 
reasons  for  thinking  so  are  ingenious,  but  his  proofs  are 
only  presumptire.  When  the  true  Florimel  was  placed 
by  the  false,  the  latter  vanished  into  nothing.  Perhaps  a 
Geraldine  may  yet  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  private 
history  of  the  house  of  Medici  which  stJU  remains  to  be 
unfolded ;  at  whose  appearance  the  lady  whom  we  have 
been  so  long  admiring  may  melt  into  air.*  Many  tnrcom- 
stances,  not  less  extraordinary,  have  been  discovered  in 
the  Becordi  of  old  Cosmo,  which  Mr.  Roscoe  draped 
into  tight  fravi  the  obscurity  of  the  Laurentian  Ubrary. 
But  I  bve  done  with  the  subject ;  nor  shall  I  resume  that 
of  verto  »molio,  I  thought,  and  still  think,  that  Lord 
Surrey  did  not  borrow  from  Trissino  the  fabric  of  vme 
into  which  he  translated  Vimi ;  and  what  I  thought  I 
took  the  hberty  of  communicating  to  your  Lordship. 

"  The  author  of  the  Orange  is  not  known ;  nor  ia  it 
likelv  that  he  will  avow  himself,  lest  he  should  be  caUtd 
out  by  some  of  the  persons  with  whose  character*  he 
makes  so  free.  There  is  so  much  inflammable  matter  in 
the  compontion  of  an  Irishman,  that  be  is  apt  to  take 
fire  at  the  slightest  attack  on  his  character. 

"  Mr.  O'Conor's  papers  have  disclosed  secrets  that  may 
probably  save  the  kingdom  firom  the  demon  of  demo- 
cracy. My  brother  informs  me  his  troop  attended  five 
coaches  full  of  prisoners  to  the  Custom  House  on  Monday. 
As  yet  I  have  not  heard  all  the  names  of  the  conspirators. 
Dr.  M'Pfevin,  Ohver  Bond,  Mr.  Jat^son,  Mr.  Pryiue,  Mr. 
Douling,  Mr.  Sweetman,  are  amongst  the  pnocipaL  llie 
pursuit  is  now  very  hot  after  Lord  Edward  Rtsgerald,  who 
18  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Poor  Lady  Emily  was  searched,  and  some  important 
papers  found  in  her  possession ;  and  it  is  said,  ^ot  the 
whole  plan  of  the  intended  attack  on  Dublin  was  found  in 
the  handwriting  of  Lord  Edward;  however,  thia,  and 
some  other  circumstances  which  I  have  related,  may  not 


,..d:,i.  Google 


TTALKBR  CORRKSPONDBNCB.  T0 

be  tone,  for  the  reports  which  now  %  abont  the  Idnffdom 
are  perpetually  jamng.  It  is  sud,  a  bill  of  attun&r  is 
immediately  to  be  brought  ioto  Faiiiameut.  What  dread- 
fol  times !  Tlierfl  is  now  a  system  of  assassination  in  this 
khtedoni.  No  man's  life,  however  guarded  his  conduct, 
can  be  valued  at  twelve  hours'  purchase.  All  the  horrors 
of  the  secret  tribunal  are  revived.  I  have  the  honour  to 
remain,  your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  J.  C.  Walker." 


"  Ht  Lord,  St.Taleri,  Bny,  90th  Mirdi,  1798. 

"  I  hope  your  Lordship  has  received  a  letter  in  which  I 
ezpressed  my  regret  at  your  neither  seeing  in  their  true 
li^t  my  efforts  to  promote  your  ingenious  inquiries,  nor 
riding  with  indulgence  my  report  of  those  inquiries.  The 
oftener  I  peruse  the  letter  which  gave  birth  to  mine,  the 
more  I  feel  hurt  at  its  contents.  'Another  time  you  mast 
not  presume  quite  so  much  on  my  ignorance.'  Your 
ignorance  of  what?  permit  me  to  ask.  Surely  I  could 
not  suppose  your  Lordship  unacqtuunted  with  the  sonnet 
to  which  I  alluded.  I  have  a  very  imperfect  recollection 
of  the  letter  which  seems  to  have  excited  your  Lordbhip's 
displeasure ;  but  I  believe  it  contained  lime  more  than  a 
hasty  report  of  a  research  in  Holinshed,  with  the  conjee- 
tore  to  which  it  gave  rise.  I  found  that  Gerald  f^tz- 
Oerald  (an  Irish  nobleman)  had  held  a  high  employment 
in  tbe  court  of  Florence ;  that,  after  some  time,  he  returned 
to  his  native  country,  and  at  an  advanced  age  died,  either 
in  England  or  in  Ireland,  I  forget  which.  Now  it  occurred 
to  me,  that  if  that  Gerald  FitzGeratd  had  a  daughter,  she 
might  have  been  the  fair  Qeraldine,  of  whom  (we  learn 
from  the  sonnet  in  question  before  it  was  altered  by  Lord 
Orford), 

'  Ftir  floTenee  wm  MmeCjnH  hn  iDciBot  sMtB.' 

I  did  not  then  nor  do  I  now  insist  on  any  thing.  I  had 
considered  the  subject  slightiy,  and  had  not  then  (nw 
have  I  now)  the  books  necessary  to  pursue  the  inquiry ; 
above  all  I  wanted  those  inbllihie  guides,  dates ;  the  only 

fades  on  which  in  such  inquiries  we  can  safely  rely.     But 
have  done  with  the  subject.     Nor  shall  I  agun  presome 
to  meddle  in  any  of  your  Lordship's  literary  concerns.  On 
3  c  2 
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the  present  occasion  my  seal  produced  dupleuore ;  on  « 
former  it  incurred  reproach. 

"  Since  I  wrote  last,  nothing  new  in  regard  to  the  traitora 
has  occurred.  The  result  of  the  examination  before  the 
Priry  Council  is  kept  a  profound  secret ;  but  it  ia  pre- 
sumed that  proofs  suffident  to  establish  their  goilt  have 
been  found.  A  report  prevailed  for  awhile, and  was  then 
contradicted,  that  a  commission  appointing  Counsellor 
Sampson  Lieutenant  General  of  the  rebel  army  was 
found ;  but  I  believe  it  is  certain  that  Counsellor  Einmett 
took  an  affecting  leave  of  his  wife,  and  expressed  appre- 
hensious  of  their  never  meeting  agun.  Lonl  Edward  hai 
escaped,  and  his  unfortunate  lady  baa  retired  to  Castle- 
town. 

"  This  part  of  the  country  is  as  yet  quiet ;  but  I  fear 
that  the  dame  which  is  at  present  smothered  will  at  length 
burst  out.  Government,  however,  are  indefatigable  and 
energetic,  therefore  we  should  not  despair. 

"  My  health,  after  which  your  Lordship  is  pleased  to 
inquire,  is,  thank  God,  amended,  but  far  from  bfung  per- 
fectly re-established.  Though  it  would  not  allow  me  to 
spend  any  part  of  the  winter  in  town,  it  has,  however^ 
permitted  me  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  a  long  and  laborious 
work. 

"  A  brother  academician  who  passed  yesterday  with 
me,  informed  roe  that  Dr.  Toung  lately  submitted  to  the 
Academy  a  most  ingenious  paper  on  the  su^ect  of  colours. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.    J.  C.  Walkbr." 


J.  C  Walker,  Baq.  to  Mr.  Pinkebton, 

"M»yl2,  17M. 
"Tou  cannot  conceive,  nor  1  express,  the  pleasnra 
which  the  perusal  of  your  '  History  of  Scotland '  has 
afforded  me.  The  plan  is  admirable,  and  the  execution 
equal  to  the  plan.  Tou  have  attained  the  object  at  which 
you  aimed  :  you  have  rendered  tlie  work  '  so  complete  a 
model  of  modem  history,  so  perspicuous,  interesting,  vari- 
ous, animating,  and  elegant,  aa  to  merit  general  approba- 
tion.' Tour  style  has  all  the  strength  and  beauty  of 
Gibbon's,  without  any  of  its  obscurity.  Tour  characters 
are  drawn  with  the  masterly  pencil  of  Tacitna ;  and  your 
retrospects  are  pictures,  in  which  we  occasionally  discover 
the  minuteness  of  Teniers,  the  grace  of  Rafiaelle,  and  the 
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Bublimity  of  Michael  Angelo.  In  a  word,  yon  stand 
unriTalled  amopK  modem  historians  ;*  and  your  plan  is 
infinitely  supenor  to  that  of  any  of  the  historians  of 
ancient  Oreece  and  Rome;  nor  are  yon,  in  my  opinion, 
inferior  to  any  of  them  in  the  ezecntion.  Proceed,  my 
dear  Sir,  in  the  path  into  which  you  have  struck  with  so 
happy  a  boldness  ;  and,  while  laurels  are  showered  on 
your  head,  the  applause  of  erery  lover  of  elegant  literature 
and  historic  truth  will  vibrate  on  your  ear." 


IT  2,  IT9S. 

''An  opportunity  just  occurring  of  sending  you  a  few 
lines,  I  avul  myself  of  it  to  offer  you  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  pleasure  which  I  derived  from  the  perusal  of  your 
'Rimes.'  I  read  them  eagerly,  and  can  truly  say  tfaev 
answered  in  the  fullest  manner  my  expectations,  whico 
were,  indeed,  very  high.  You  seem,  in  fact,  (to  borrow  an 
expression  of  your  own,)  *to  have  attained  the  genuine 
texture  of  lyric  thought  and  style.'  You  have  all  the 
fire  of  I^nclar,  with  Qray's  happy  choice  of  expression. 
Your  'Ode  on  Enthusiasm'  hurried  me  out  of  this 
world;  and  your  pathetic  tale  of  'Adelaide'  melted  me 
to  tears.  I  Ument  that  the  limitation  of  my  time  will  not 
allow  me  to  point  out  some  of  the  beauties  with  which  1 
was  particularly  struck.  But  you  would  he  little  gratified 
bv  the  praise  of  a  man  who  has  proved  himself  so  in- 
different a  poet  in  the  few  versions  which  I  have  given  of 
the  specimens  in  my  'Memoirs,'  of  which,  I  presume, 
you  have  got  a  copy  ere  this, 

"  A  thousand  thanks  for  your  portrait.  Though  I  only 
saw  you  once,  and  for  a  few  minutes,  I  will  venture  to 
pronounce  it  extremely  like. 

"  Since  1  read  your  *  Rimes,'  I  am  more  anxious  than 
ever  for  the  appearance  of  your  play.  Have  you  sent  it 
to  Mr.  Hayley  7  Have  you  read  Preston's  little  Essay  on 
Lyric  Poetry  in  his  works  ?  I  think  it  would  please 
you.  He  is  a  very  ingenious  man  :  I  know  him  well.  I 
am  much  pleased  witii  the  critical  works  of  Mr.  Fenn, 
which  I  lately  met  with." 

*  Thli  bTiih  praiu  of  Piokerton  bj  Mr.  Wilkar.  jtutifiei  lbs  opinion  of 
ttta  writer  who  uji,  "  Wilknr,  u  ■  critic,  ii  id  profuMi  and  iadiicrimiiutiiig 
in  bU  eulogy,  ■■  to  reoder  him  ■  tbtj  nnceitun  and  treuheroD*  gnide," 
QiMTtarlT  RiTlew,  No.  XCTII.  p.  TS.— J.  H.—Hr.  Walker  U  illBhtipilr 
■pokenofbr  Dr.  Lodwich,  in  ■  letter  to  Biibop  Percj,  Oct.  24,1804,  ai.a 
"  hoKdaj  scboUr." 
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"  Jtm.  ^^,  Vin. 

•  •  * 

"A^  my  object  was  merely  Italian  tragedy,  I  did  not 
give  as  moch  attention  as  I  ought  to  the  rise  of  the  dim- 
matic  art  in  Italy;  but,  aince  I  waa  favoured  with  yoor 
last  letter,  I  have  considered  that  auhject  deeply,  and  find 
I  could  with  ease  make  my  Introduction  the  moat  cniiona 
and  not  least  interesting  part  of  my  work.  If,  therefore, 
Harding  should  think  uat  he  would  be  able  to  get  off  a 
second  edition  of  my  '  Memoir,'  I  shall  re-write  the  Intro- 
duction, and  not  only  avail  myself  of  the  strictures  of 
such  friends  as  yourself  on  the  body  of  the  work,  bat 
exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  obtain  fiuther  inframation.'* 

"  Feb.  26, 1799L 

•  *  * 

*'In  consequence  of  your  hint,  I  am  now  employed  on 
an  Essay  on  the  Revival  of  the  Dramatic  Art  in  Italy. 
It  will  extend  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  time  of 
Trissino.  I  shall  spare  no  puns  to  render  thia  little  work 
at  least  satisfactory.  I  am  almost  daily  adding  something 
to  my  '  Memtur  on  Italian  Tragedy,'  and  am  now  and 
then  receiving  liberal  communications  from  my  friends." 

"StTilni,  Juwl,  1799. 

•  *  » 

"  I  was  much  gratified  by  the  very  liberal  critique  on  my 
*  Memoir '  which   appeared   in  the  '  British  cfritic ' 


April,  and  shall  gladly  evul  myself  of  the  hints  suggested, 
and  cheerfully  correct  the  errors  pointed  out  oy  the 
reviewer.  Role,  though  sometimes  used,  is  not  strictly 
English,  and  shall  therefore  be  altered ;  but  I  fear  that  I 
sbaJl  not  be  able  to  £nd  in  English  an  equivalent  of  equal 
conciseness  for  Scenes  d  Machine.  I  think,  with  the 
reviewer,  that  all  the  important  quotations  should  have 
been  translated ;  and  I  now  regret  that  I  did  not  do  what 
might  have  been  so  easily  done. 

"  I  have  sketched  out  an  Essay  on  the  Revival  of  the 
Drama  in  Italy,  which  (if  I  should  finish  it  to  my  mind)  I 
shall  probably  publish  about  September  or  October  next. 
To  this  I  have  some  idea  of  subjoining  (by  way  of  pre- 
paration for  a  second  edition)  additions  and  correctioafl  to 
my  *  Memoir,*  with  versions  of  all  the  untran^ted  sped- 
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mens,  some  of  wbich  my  ftiend  Boyd  haa  promiaed  to 
-  undertake.     Favoor  me  with  yoor  opinion  on  this  plan/' 

"  June  24, 1799. 

"  I  am  &Tonred  witib  yours  of  14tli  instant.  I  lament 
most  sincerely  poor  Tusie.*  In  bis  death  the  elegant 
arts  have  suffered  a  great  loss. 

"  I  this  day  saw  in  the  possession  of  Valance,  a  book- 
seller here,  a  large  collection  of  books  which  belonged  to 
the  late  Rev.  James  John8tone,t  editor  and  translator  of 
several  curions  Nortbem  tracts.  If  you  are  still  an 
admirer  of  the  literatore  of  the  North,  I  shall  be  happy  in 
purchasing  for  yon  any  books  in  diat  vay  in  poor  John- 
stone's cc^ection  you  may  point  ont.  The  sooner  you 
acquaint  me  with  your  wishes  on  this  subject  the  better, 
lest  some  of  the  lovers  of  Northern  literature  in  this  dty 
should  get  the  start  of  ns.  I  shall  not  disclose  this  lite- 
rary secret  to  any  of  my  friends  here  till  I  hear  from  you. 
I  found  Valance  in  the  very  act  of  unpacking  the  books. 

"  I  think  with  yon  fliat  our  inventions  were  getting 
tame  and  v^id.  Bat  the  German  inventions,  in  my 
opinion,  bear  a  strong  resemblance  td  the  ravings  of  a 
man  in  a  fever.  The  flights  of  Shakspeare,  Milton,  and 
Ariosto,  are  divine :  they  are  the  effusions  of  a  fine  firenzy. 
Ariosto  was  a  miracle  of  genius.     1  almost  adore  him," 

'■  St.  T«Ieri,  Dec.  1,1799. 

"  If  you  happen  to  have  a  copy  of  the  comedies  of  the 
fair  Qerman  nun,  Hroswitha,^  might  I  beg  of  you  to  tran- 
scribe the  passage  (if  it  be  not  too  long)  in  which  the 
vision  of  the  cross  that  appears  to  Gallicanus  is  described? 
It  is  in  the  comedy  which  bears  his  name.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  a  copy  of  these  comedies  in  this  kingdom. 
la  there  not  some  account  of  them  subjoined  to  the  last 
edition  of  the  *  Essay  on  Old  Maids  ?" 

"  My  '  Elsaay  on  tbe  Revival  of  the  Drama  in  Italy '  is  io 
great  forwardness.  I  am  rich  in  materials  :  besides  a 
large    collection    of    rqppretentaeioui,    I    have    got   the 

*  JuuM  TMiie,  the  anunant  geat-engrem  :  ne  ■  memoir  of  faim  In  tb* 
litimrj KatcAnta.'niL  III.  p.  SIT;  lee  alio  tdI.  VU.  pp.  411,  6B7. 

t  He  truuUted  end  edited  the  Daith-ioiig  of  Lodbrok,  ISmo.  See 
before,  p.  1&7. 

X  A  mm  of  Oanderdieim  In  I.ower  Bezm;,  «bo  wrote  lome  Latin  come- 
die*  in  imitiUoD  of  rerenca,  at  tka  cloae  of  the  t*  "  "**        "    ' 
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'  "ntnoiie/  '  Calandn,'  and  sevend  other  comedies  n 
before  1500.  Nor  am  I  without  hopes  of  a  fresh  acces- 
sion.  As  yon  are  acqofunted  with  the  nature  of  my  nn- 
dertakine,  may  I  heg  an  occasional  hint  ? 

"As  I  can  now  supply  several  deficiencies  in  my 
*  Memoir,'  I  am  meditatmg  a  Supplement.  I  hare  got 
the  '  Sofonisba '  of  Galleotto  del  Caretto,  the  'Tnllia*  of 
Martelli,  the  'Marianna'  of  Dolce,  and  several  other 
scarce  and  curious  pieces,  which  should  have  been  more 
fully  noticed.    The  three  pieces,  however,  which  I  have 

C  enumerated,  helong  to  a  fiiend ;  so  that  I  cannot 
t  of  them  aa  constitutiiig  part  of  my  collection. 

"  Though  the  times  are  not  favourable  for  literature,  I 
trust  you  are  not  idle.  If  history  be  still  your  &votuit^ 
I  hope  you  have  some  great  work  on  the  anvil.  The  his- 
tory of  your  own  country  has  still  claims  upon  yon. 

"  I  wish  you  would  take  up  some  brilhant  period  in 
the  literary  history  of  Spain,  and  pour  a  flooa  of  li^t 
upon  it.  We  know  too  little  of  the  hteratnre  of  that 
country.  la  there  much  in  Southey's  *  Letters  on  Spain 
and  Portugal  ? '  As  yet,  that  work  has  not  reached  nie. 
Is  it  known  who  wrote  '  Letters  from  an  Eln^sh  Tnivellw 
in  Spain,  in  1778>  on  the  Origin  and  Prozress  of  Poetry 
in  that  Kingdom  ? '  *  Is  the  author  of  the  '  Lettera  on 
Spanish  Literature '  in  the  Monthly  Maga^ne  known  i 
By  the  by,  that  is  one  of  the  best  conducted  Magaanes 
in  England :  it  is  particularly  acceptable  to  a  recluse  like 
me,  who  wishes  to  know  something  of  the  state  ol  literary 
afiairs  on  the  Continent  On  the  subject  of  antiquities, 
I  still  continue  to  draw  information  from  my  irid  firiend. 
Urban." 

<;  EcoIm  Street,  Onbliii,  Ang.  9«,  1M6. 

^"nil  I  saw  your  name  in  the  monthly  list,  I  was  igno* 
rant  of  your  return.  I  sincerely  rejoice  at  your  being 
restored  to  your  family,  with  whom  1  hdpe  you  will  long 
enjoy  uninterrupted  happiness. 

"  1  took  the  Uberty  to  address  a  few  lines  to  yoa  at 
Paris  on  the  subject  of  my  '  Irish  Bards.'  But  I  have  as 
yet  to  learn  whether  or  not  the  French  translation  of  that 
work,  on  which  your  friend  was  then  employed,  has  ap- 
peared.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Memoir  on  Italian 
Tragedy  has  been  translated  into  French  ;  but  I  am  not 
Sure  that  the  information  was  correct. 
*  Written  bf  Mr.  DUkn. 
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"  During  70ur  absence,  I  published  a  little  '  Eisay 
on  the  Revival  of  the  Drama  in  Italy.'  If  you  have  read 
that  imperfect  work,  might  I  beg  to  be  bvoured  with 
year  candid  remarks  on  it?     Do  not  spare  me." 

«  St.  TilcH,  Bnj,  ItoIuhI,  Oct.  2,  IB06. 
*  *  * 

"  I  am  truly  grateful  for  the  trouble  vhich  you  kindly 
took  in  regard  to  my  '  Irish  Bards.'  I  think  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  told  me  that  he  bad  seen  a  French  translation  in 
Paris.  Yet  I  cannot  procure  a  copy  in  any  of  the  book- 
sellers' shops  in  London.  I  have  b^ged  of  Dulau  to 
mite  to  Paris  on  the  aubiect,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
order  a  copy  of  the  French  translation  of  the  *  Memoir  on 
Italian  Tragedy,'  if  such  a  publication  exists.  If  Dulao 
ahould  fail,  I  shall  perhaps  take  the  liberty  to  avul  my- 
self of  your  kind  offer.  I  believe  I  mentioned  to  you 
that  an  Italian  nobleman  at  Milan  has  undertaken  a 
translation  into  Italian  of  the  '  Memoir  on  Italian  Tra- 
gedy/ 

"  If  you  have  not  already  procured  a  copy  of  my  littie 

*  Essay  on  the  Revival  of  uie  Drama  in  Ituy,'  I  beg  you 
vrill  honour  me  with  your  acceptance  of  the  copy  for  which 
I  inclose  an  order.  I  shall  anxiously  expect  your 
remarks  on  that  imperfect  work.  You  will  find  I  have 
attempted  to  do  what  you  long  since  recommended  to  me 
to  undertake. 

»  *  » 

"  I  am  much  pleased  with  Lord  Holland's  '  IJfe  of  Lope 
de  Vega.'  It  is  enriched  with  some  excellent  dramatic 
criticism,  and  will,  I  hope,  asnst  in  rendering  Spanish 
literature  fashionable. 

"  I  expect  to  derive  much  pleasure  and  information 
from   Mr.   Irving's  'Life   of  Oeoi^e   Buchanan.'      His 

*  Lives  of  the  Scottish  Poets'  (of  wnich  he  was  so  good 
as  to  send  me  a  copy)  I  think  an  excellent  work  —  it  is 
curious  and  interesting.  Dr.  Ledwich  thinks  highly  of 
the  autbor'a  learning." 

Mr.  Pjnebbton  to  Mr.WALKBR. 

"JanntrjlS,  1807. 
"  My  large  volumes  of  Geography  occupied   me  so 
much  that  I  had  no  time  to  write.      I  read  with  great 
pleasure  your  '  Essay  on  the  Italian  Drama ;'  but  allow 
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me  to  observe  a  radical  taxilu  There  are  no  great  masses, 
no  atrikinK  divisions,  no  epochs ;  so  that  the  attentkn  is 
bewildered,  and  the  memory  has  no  pause.  Arrea^oHtmt 
is  the  first  quality  of  a  ^ood  book  ;  and  it  is  proper  to 
form  ti  skeleton  or  analysis,  before  putting  pen  to  paper  in 
the  composition.  The  notes  are  often  divjointed  and 
desultory. 

**  Excuse  these  few  remarks  of  a  friend  and  well  wisher.** 

J.  C.Walkbb,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Pinkbbton. 

"  JuDVT  2a,  1807. 

"  I  consider  your  kind  &Tour  of  the  15th  inst.  aa  the 
strongest  proof  you  could  give  me  of  sincere  fiiendship. 
As  such  I  accept  it,  and  am  grateful  for  it.  I  must  con- 
fess, however,  that  I  am  sorry  that  a  work  nndertakeo 
(^iefiy  at  your  suggestion  should  not  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
meet  with  your  approbation.  Should  it  ever  reach  a 
second  edition,  I  snail  hope,  by  attending  to  your  excel- 
lent fainU,  to  render  it  less  unworthy  uie  subject.  In 
order  to  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge  my  plan, 
and  not  to  confine  myself  to  a  particular  period,  but  to  trace 
the  history  of  the  Itelian  stage  from  inmncy  to  maturity. 
In  the  work  in  question,  I  have  only  (if  I  may  so  express 
myself)  played  aoout  the  cradle  of  the  Italian  drama.  I 
have  merely  noticed  its  first  feeble  efforts  to  speak — tiie 
imperfect  accents  of  childhood.  My  specimens  and  re- 
marks are  therefore  confined  to  the  earliest  attempts.  I 
could,  it  is  true,  have  noticed  many  more  dramas,  which 
might  be  said  to  fall  within  the  narrow  limits  of  my  plan ; 
but  I  was  unwilling  to  weary,  and  perbaps  disgust,  the 
generality  of  readers.  I  promised  a  shght  Essay,  and  have 
kept  my  word. 

"  Your  idea  that  an  author  should  form  a  skeleton  of 
his  intended  work  before  putting  pen  to  paper  in  the 
composition,  I  think  a  most  excellent  one.  Should  I 
ever  engage  in  another  work,  you  will  find  your  hint  has 
not  been  thrown  away.  Something  of  what  you  recom- 
mend was  attempted  on  the  present  occasion.  The  pre- 
vious  arrangement  in  my  mind  was  such  as  the  subject 
seemed  to  suggest.  I  determined  to  divide  the  work  mto 
sections,  allotting  to  each  respectively  the  different  spe- 
cies of  drama  which  appeared  at  the  revival  of  the  art  in 
Italy,  and  devoting  some  of  the  concluding  sections  to 
the  patrons  of  the  art,  and  to  the  academies  instituted  for 
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promotioii.  His  vss  the  plan  which  occurred  to  me  at 
the  time.  I  will  not  sa;  it  was  the  best,  bat  it  was  the 
best  I  could  devise.  Shonld  I  determine  hereafter  to 
give  the  work  a  new  form,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  consult 
you,  my  kind  friend. 

"  Allow  me  now  to  arail  myself  of  your  kind  offer  in  a 
former  letter.  If  you  can  with  perfect  convenience  pro* 
cure  me  the  French  translations  of  '  Irish  Bards,'  *  Me- 
moir  on  Italian  Tragedy,'  and  '  Essay  on  the  Revival  of 
the  Drama,*  I  shall  most  thankfully  reimburse  you  the 
expense.  It  would  be  obliging  me  exceedingly.  I  am 
sorry  tbat  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  afford  you  any 
assistance  in  your  great  geographical  undertaking.  But 
our  public  libraries  do  not,  I  fear,  contain  any  m&teriala 
that  would  have  been  of  use  to  you.  If  mv  memory  does 
not  decrave  me,  there  are  in  our  college  library  some  old 
maps  of  the  tame  ot  Elizabeth,  by  one  Jobson,  but  they 
are  poor  things." 


J.  C.  Walebb,  Esq.  to  Mr.  O.  Rebb. 

"  DbAR  Sir,  St.  Valsri,  InUnd,  Hbj  2,  1807. 

"  Mr.  Roscoe  informed  me  several  months  since,  that 
an  Italian  nobleman  at  Milan  had  undertaken  to  trans- 
late my  '  Memoirs  on  Italian  Tragedy."  Has  the  transla- 
tion reached  London  yet?  Have  you  seen  a  French 
translation  of  that  work,  or  of  the  *  Essay  on  the  Revival 
of  the  Drama  in  Italy,'  or  of  the  '  Memoirs  of  the  Irish 
Bards  ^  Mr.  Edgewortb  informed  me  that  be  had  seen  a 
French  translation  of  the  latter  juvenile  work  at  Paris. 
Yet  I  have  never  been  able  to  procure  a  copy. 

"  I  was  lately  indulged  by  a  ftiend  with  a  loan  of  the 
two  first  volumes  of  '  Censura  Literarin,'  which  afforded 
me  so  much  pleasure  that  I  now  regret  tbat  I  did  not 
subscribe  to  we  work.  I  think  the  plan  excellent ;  and 
the  execution  does  much  credit  to  Mr.  Brydges.  Every 
lover  of  elegant  literature  must  feel  obliged  to  him.  As 
a  literary  antiquary  he  seems  to  be  indefotigable,  and  as 
a  Clitic  and  biographer  he  displays  admirable  talents.  I 
sincerely  hope  he  may  be  encouraged  to  proceed  with  his 
undertaking.  I  understand  he  has  commenced,  or  means 
to  commence,  a  new  series  on  a  new  plan.  Will  his  new 
plan  embrace  very  scarce  works  in  the  French,  Spanish, 
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and  Italian  languages,  which  have  some  connection  with 
English  literature  ?  If  tou  are  personally  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Brydges,  might  I  b^  of  you  to  ask  him  whetJier 
any  of  the  Egerton  &mily  ever  resided  at  Handford  in 
Cheshire  ? 

"  I  have  a  correct  list  of  the  Strawberry-hill  pnblica- 
tions  by  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Qiub;  do  you  think  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  Mr.  Brydges,  or  his  fiiend  Mr.  Park  ? 

"  Beueve  me>  dear  Sir,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkeb." 


J.  C.  Walkeb,  Esq.  to  Rev.  Mr.  Botd,  Dromore  House. 

"  Mt  dkab  Sib,  st.  vjari,  Bwj,  awi  Not.  ism. 

"  Your  obliging  favour  of  the  4th  inst.  found  me  ex- 
tremely ill ;  a  violent  fever  had  just  then  commenced.  After 
being  confined  above  a  fortnight  to  bed,  I  was  at  length 

rsrmitted  to  rise ;  but  I  have  not  yet  quitted  the  bed-aide, 
write,  as  you  may  perceive,  with  a  very  feeble  hand ;  but 
I  will  no  longer  postpone  my  grateful  acknowledgment  for 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore*s  most  acceptable  gift.  His  Lord- 
ship's goodness  towards  me  has  been  invanable  ever  since 
he  first  honoured  me  with  his  notice.  -Of  this  goodness  I 
shall  ever  entertain  a  grateful  sense ;  please  to  assure  his 
Lordship  of  this ;  and  at  the  same  time  be  so  good  aa  to 
offer  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  Ode.*  As  yet  that  poem 
has  not  reached  me.  It  lies,  I  am  told,  at  my  brotaer's, 
watting  the  first  safe  hand.  Tour  letter  was  duly  for- 
warded. I  am,  you  may  suppose,  extremely  anxious  to 
see  any  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  various  merits  of  a 
writer  whom  I  so  highly  admire,  and  a  friend  whom  1  so 
warmly  esteem,  as  the  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

*'  The  account  which  you  give  me  of  the  state  of  the 
Bishop's  eyes  distresses  me  deeply.  I  will  not,  however, 
despair  of  the  sight  being  SBved.  May  God  preserve  it ! 
I  shall  anxiously  expect  a  favourable  account.  Make  every 
kind  wish  acceptable  from  me  to  his  Lordship,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be,  &c.  J.  C.  Walkeb. 
"  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  send  this  scrawL  But  I 
flatter  myself  you  will  read  it  with  indulgenca  It  is  my 
first  attempt  a4;  a  letter  since  the  commencement  of  my 


*  Mi*  Slvwut*.    Sm  ImAmc,  p.  1S6. 
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[The  following  remarks  on  the  preceding  letter  vere 
dictated  by  Bishop  Percy.] 

"  Oct  9g,  1810. 
"  After  the  very  strong  expressioas  of  respect  and  re- 
gard for  the  Bishop  of  Ihx)raore,  so  ostentatiously  displaved 
in  Mr.  Walker's  letter  to  Mr.  Boyd,  Nov.  29,  1804,  wo'old 
it  he  thought  credible  that  immediately  after,  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring  of  1805,  Mr.  Walker,  in  his  '  Essay  on  die 
Origin  of  Romantic  Fabling  in  Ireland,'  which  was  read 
before  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  June  10,  1805,  should 
call  the  readers  attention,  and  in  effect  hold  up  to  bis 
approbation,  Ritson's  scurrilous  and  abusive  attack  on  the 
Bishop  in  the  following  nute  at  the  bottom  of  his  page: 
'  Vide  Ritson's  Dissertation  on  Romance  and  Minstrelsr, 
prefixed  to  Ancient  English  Metrical  Romances,  vol.  I.' 
— He  then  adds, '  See  ^so  the  elegant  and  accurate  Mr. 
EUis'a  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Rise  and  Prt^ess  of  tiie 
English  Poetry  and  Langoage,  prefixed  to  Specimens  of 
the  Early  English  Poets.* 

"Here,  if  he  had  been  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore,  he  might  have  thrown  in  a  few  lines 
in  his  vindication  from  Ritson's  abuse,  more  especially  as 
Dr.  Percy's  Essay  on  Metrical  Romances,  printed  in  the 
Beliquea,  &c.  gave  the  first  mention  of  the  subject  in  any 
'English  publication ;  and  vrhoever  peruses  Mr.  Walker^ 
letters  in  1788—9,  must  conclude  he  would  have  been 
anxious  to  seize  such  an  opportunity.  Mr.  Walker's 
pointed  reference  here  to  the  abuse  of  Dr.  Percy  of  course 
was  highly  censured  by  every  impartial  person  that  ob- 
served it,  and  espedally  all  the  Bishop's  firieods  did  not 
hil  to  express  the  highest  indignation  at  such  perfidious 
conduct.  Among  these  it  must  be  concluded  none  would 
take  a  deeper  interest  than  Mr.  Boyd,  who  himself  had 
given  the  Bishop  the  letter  written  to  him  by  Mr.  Walker, 
and  being  much  in  his  confidence,  and  often  his  visitant, 
must  have  been  present  at  the  ft^uent  censure  of  Mr. 
Walker's  dupUcity,  and  have  strongly  concurred  in  the 
same.  How  much,  therefore,  must  the  Bishop  have  been 
surorised,  when,  uTter  Mr.  Walker's  death,  be  saw  in  a 
Belfast  newspaper  a  poem  to  bis  memoir,  written  bv  that 
gentleman^*  holding  np  his  character  to  the  highest  adtnira- 
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tion,  irberein,  among  other  very  peculiar  sentiments,  he 
speaks  of  Sir  William  Jones  as  Uie  intimate  friMid  of  Mr. 

Walker,  in  the  foUowing  lines : 

'  nme  wu  when  thoa  eoold'tt  chUs  the  Uogeriw  Mil 
Which  Oe  kind  UIM  from  tbj  Jooei  •  deUy'd, 
Or  mark'd  the  (wnn  ilow  windint  up  the  nde, 
With  newi  from  AUertoDHY  Piiriui  ihade. 
'  Bnt  now  chon  maef  it  thy  Jomi  in  light  ur^'d. 
Joining  the  chonu  of  the  blett  on  h^. 
Or  bent  o'er  Allerton*!  Pierian  ihule, 
Behold'rt  tb;  Rouoe  brighf  ning  tor  ths  iky.' 

"  On  the  Bishop's  expressing  to  Mr,  Boyd  how  litde 
he  could  have  expected  that  any  friend  of  his,  who  had 
seen  how  perfidiously  Mr.  W^er  had  dealt  with  tiie 
Bishop,  should  load  him  with  such  unqnaltfied  praise, 
Mr.  Boyd  excused  himself  by  declaring  that  he  had  en- 
tirely forgot  Mr.  Walker's  injurious  treatment  of  tiie 
Bishop,  and  that  he  had  formerly  conferred  some  fitvoors 
on  himself.  This  he  stated  in  a  letter,  to  which  the  Bishop 
replied." 

*  "  Sir  WilUun  Jonei,  whom  Mr.  Boyd  etjrlei  hi  hli  Addma  la  the 
taaaoTj  of  Wdker, '  tb;  Jonea,  Ac.  fte.'  u  it  tbtj  bad  bem  moit  Jntiwrtn 
Mendi ;  whereu  in  the  pnblicmtioD  of  Sir  Williem'i  Coiraapondemce,  be  ip- 
p«n  to  biTC  been  so  little  >cqiuiDt«d  with  Mr.  Wtlker,  tbmt  he  did  net 
men  correctlf  know  hia  name  ;  for  the  letter  which  Mr.  Walkei  bad  srlftdlT 
oitorted  from  him  ii  addreued  only  to  Jateph  Cmeptr,  Etq.  See  Miiiiiin" 
of  Sir  William  Jonea,  bt  Lord  Tetgnmonth,  toL  ILp.  143." 

t  "  Seit  of  William  Roicoe,  E«i." 
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REV.  THOMAS  CAMPBELL,  LL.D. 

The  Rer.  Thomas  Campbell,  LL.D.  was  bom 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1733,  at  Glack,  in  the  county 
of  Tyrone,  the  residence  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Ar- 
magh. He  was  the  eldest  son  of' the  Rev.  Moses 
Campbell,  many  years  curate  of  that  Archdeaconry, 
and  afterwards  Rector  of  the  pariah  of  KiUeshiU, 
a  living  to  which  a  brother  of  Dr.  Campbell's  was 
inducted  in  1790. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  having  the  good  rectory  of  Clones, 
near  the  estate  of  his  friend  Lord  Dacre,  in  the 
county  of  Monaghan.  He  was  also  Chancellor  of 
St.  Macartin'a,  Clogher, 

He  was  a  friend  of  the  celebrated  Dr  Johnson ; 
and  his  name  occasionally  occurs  in  Boswell's  Life. 
He  was  also  a  friend  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale. 
That  lady  gives  an  account  of  Dr.  Campbell  in  a 
letter  to  Johnson,  in  which  we  catch  a  glimpse  of 
bis  manner  and  character: — 

"  We  have  a  flashy  friend  here  (at  Bath)  already, 
who  is  much  your  adorer.  I  wonder  how  you  w^ 
like  Aim -^  An  Irishman  he  is;  very  handsome, 
very  hot-headed,  loud  and  lively,  and  sure  to  be 
a  ^vourite  with  you,  he  tells  us,  for  he  can  live 
with  a  man  of  ever  so  odd  a  temper.  M^  Master 
laughs,  but  likes  him  ;  and  it  diverts  me  to  think 
what  you  will  do  when  he  professes  that  he  would 
clean  shoes  for  you ;  that  he  would  shed  bis  blood 
for  you ;  with  twenty  more  extravagant  flights : — 
and  you  say,  /  flatter !  Upon  n^  honour.  Sir,  and, 
indeed  funr,  as  Dr.  Campbell's  phrase  is,  I  am  but 
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a  twitter  to  him." — May  6,  1776.  Dr.  Johnson, 
in  answer,  May  18,  1776,  replies :  "Who  can  he 
this  new  fiiend  of  mine }" 

It  appears  that  Dr.  Camphell  dined  with  Dr. 
Johnson  at  Mr.  Dilly's  tahle.  April  5,  1 775,  where 
he  had  been  introduced  by  Boswell,  having  seen  Dr. 
Campbell  at  Mr.  Thrale'a,  and  been  told  that  he 
had  come  to  England  chiefly  to  see  Dr.  Johnson, 
for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest  veneration. 
On  Boswell  afterwards  mentioning  this  to  John- 
son at  Mr.  T.  Davies's  table,  the  Doctor  seemed 
angry  at  the  observation. 

"  Why,  you  know.  Sir,"  s^d  Davies,  "  there  came 
a  man  from  Spain  to  see  Livy;*  and  CorelU  came 
to  England  to  see  Pureell,'t"  and  when  he  heard 
that  he  was  dead,  went  directly  back  to  Italy." 

Johnson. — '*  I  should  not  have  wished  to  be 
dead  to  disappoint  Campbell,  bad  he  been  so 
foolish  as  you  represent  him ;  but  I  should  have 
wished  him  to  have  been  a  hundred  miles  off." 

*'  This  was  apparently  perverse ;  and  I  do  believe 
it  was  not  his  real  way  of  thinking ;  he  could  not 
hut  like  a  man  who  came  so  far  to  see  him.  He 
laughed  with  some  complacency,  when  I  told  him 
Campbell's  odd  expression  to  me  concerning  him : 
'  That  having  seen  such  a  man  was  a  thing  to  talk 
of  a  century  hence,'  as  if  he  could  live  so  long."J 

On  the  10th  of  April  Dr.  Johnson  dined  at 
General  Oglethorpe's  with  Mr.  Langton  and  Dr. 
Campbell,  whom  the  General  had  given  Boswell 
leave  to  bring  with  him. 

"  This  learned  gentleman  was  thus  gradfied  with 
a  very  high  intellectual  feast,  by  not  only  being  in 
company  with  Dr.  Johnson,  but  with  General  O^e- 


t  "Mr.   D>Tlei  mi  here  nutoken,    Corelli  was  Derer  i 
t  BoiireU'*  Ufe  of  JohnMn.    CnAer's  8*0  adit.  iiL  217. 
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thorpe,  who  had  been  so  long  a  celebrated  name 
both  at  home  and  abroad."* 

On  the  8th  of  May  Boswell  dined  with  Dr. 
Johnson  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  he  met.  Dr.  Camp- 
bell.f 

Iq  May  1777>in  a  letter  to  Charles  O'Conor^ 
Esq.  Dr.  Johnson  speaks  of  "having  had  the 
pleasure  of  conversing  with  Dr.  Campbell  about 
Mr.  O'Conor's  character  and  literary  under- 
taking.'":!: 

Another  interview  took  place  between  Dr.  John- 
son and  Dr.  Campbell,  the  particulars  of  which 
were  thus  communicated  to  Boswell : — 

"  Sitting  with  Dr.  Johnson  one  morning  alone, 
he  asked  me  if  I  had  known  Dr.  Madden,  who 
was  author  of  the  premium  scheme  in  Ireland  t 
On  my  answering  in  the  affirmative,  and  also  that  I 
had  for  some  years  lived  in  his  neighbourhood, 
&c.  he  begged  of  me,  that  when  I  returned  to 
Ireland  I  would  endeavour  to  procure  for  him  a 
poem  of  Dr.  Madden's,  called  *  Boulter's  Monu- 
ment.' The  reason  (said  he)  why  I  wish  for  it  is 
this :  when  Dr.  Madden  came  to  London,  he 
submitted  that  work  to  my  castigation ;  and  I 
remember  I  blotted  out  a  great  many  lines,  and 
might  hav6  blotted  many  more,  without  making 
the  poem  worse.  However,  the  Doctor  was  very 
thankful,  and  very  generous,  for  he  gave  me  ten 
guineas,  which  was  to  me,  at  that  time,  a  great 
sum."^ 

The  following  extract  from  Dr.  Campbell's 
"  Strictures  on  ^e  History  of  Ireland,"  exhibits  a 
view  of  his  political  principles,  in  contrast  with 
those  of  Dr.  Johnson.  He  is  speaking  of  Henry 
the  Second's  supposed  right  to  Ireland  by  virtue 
of  "conquest." 

•  Bontell'a  Life  of  JohMon.Cralur'i  8*0,  adit.  III.  p.  335. 
tnnd.p.384.  t  Ibid.  p.  470.  S  Itnd.  L  307. 

VOL.  VII.  3   D 
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"  Yet  this  right  of  contjaest  was  vehemently  arged 
against  me  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  a  conversatioD  I  once  held 
with  him  respecting  the  affairs  of  this  country.  The 
conversation  appeared  to  my  dear  friend  Dr.  Watldnson 
(to  vhom  I  repeated  it,  within  an  hour  or  two  after  it 
passed),  so  extraordinary,  that  he  gave  me  pen,  ink,  and 
paper  to  set  it  down  immediately ;  for,  says  he,  it  deserves 
to  be  recorded,  as  a  test  of  his  political  principles.  I 
therefore  ^ve  it  here  with  the  less  reluctance,  as  upon  the 
whole  it  discovers  the  original  rectitude  of  a  warm  heart, 
biassed  by  national  prejudices.  But  first  let  me  premise 
a  circumstance  or  two. 

"  Having  spent  the  winter  of  the  year  1777  'i  London, 
I  had  been  honoured  (and  it  is  ray  pride  to  acknowledge 
it)  with  his  familiarity  and  friendship.  1  had  not  seen 
him  from  that  time  till  the  11th  of  June  1781*  when  I 
went  to  pay  him  a  morning  visit.  I  found  him  ^one,  and 
nothing  but  mutual  inquiries  respecting  mutual  friends 
had  passed,  when  Baretti  came  in.  Baretd,  more  curi- 
ous Ulan  the  Doctor,  soon  asked  me,  if  the  ^ttirbamca 
in  Ireland  were  over.  The  question,  I  own,  surprised  me, 
as  I  had  left  all  things  quiet,  and  was  not  at  6rst  altoge- 
ther aware  of  the  tendency  of  his  question.  I  therefore 
in  return  asked  what  disturbances  he  meant;  for  that  I 
had  heard  of  none.  What,  sud  he,  have  you  not  been  in 
arms  ?  To  which  I  answered  categorically.  Yes ;  and 
many  bodies  of  men  continue  so  to  be.  And  do  not  yon 
call  this  disturbance  ?  rejoined  Baretti.  No !  said  I,  the 
Irish  volunteers  have  demeaned  themselves  very  peace- 
ably, and,  instead  of  disturbing  the  repose  of  the  conntry, 
have  contributed  most  effectually  to  preserve  its  peace. 
The  laws  were  never  so  well  executed  as  since  the  volun- 
teers arose.  The  Irish  are,  I  own,  a  turbulent  people 
and  in  many  places,  whenever  they  before  conl^  they 
have  resisted  even  a  justice  of  peace's  warrant ;  but  this 
is  now  all  over ;  the  people,  even  the  rudest  of  them,  are 
every  where  amenable  to  law.  You  have  heard  of  part 
of  our  country  being  infested  with  a  banditti  called  White- 
boys  ;  but  now  we  hear  nothing  of  them  in  Ireland,  but  as 
a  tale  that  is  told.  Mr.  Baretti,  you  have  received  wrong 
impressions  of  these  Irish  volunteers ;  you  conceive  tbem 
to  be  the  dross  and  dregs  of  our  country ;  but  undeceive 
yourself,  the  reverse  is  the  truth ;  they  are  composed  of 
the  most  affluent  and  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  ktng- 
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dom,  frotii  tlie  knights  of  the  abire  to  the  moat  tmsty 
freeholders  in  each  parish.  You  are  aaniainted  with 
English  opulence,  and  know  how  distasteful  it  would  be 
to  Englishmen  of  condition,  or  even  farmera,  to  serve  as 
militiB-men ;  but  take  off  your  eyes  from  tfaia  gorgeous 
scene,  and  behold  a  poor  nation,  not  habituated  to  the 
conveniencies  of  life,  and  you  may  understand  why  the 
lowest  man  who  serves  in  the  volunteer  ranks  is,  some- 
how, exalted  above  those  who  do  not.  To  be  a  volunteer 
in  Ireland  is  an  object  of  ambition,  and  that  ambitioii  is 
prindpally  checked  by  the  poverty  of  the  people.  For, 
however  strange  it  may  appear  to  you,  he  must  have 
been,  for  Ireland,  a  man  in  easy  circumstances  who  could 
afford  to  be  a  volunteer.  The  honour  is  attended  with 
more  expense  than  even  some  of  them  are  able  to  bear :  a 
handsome  uniform,  accoutrements,  field-days,  &c.  are  all 
attended  with  great  costs  and  charges  to  them.  Yet  as 
they  are,  nevertheless,  the  most  rich,  most  civilized,  and 
respectable  members  of  the  community  at  large,  and  of 
the  several  parishes  to  which  they  belong,  you  cannot 
suspect  that  they  would  be  the  people  most  prone  to  ruse 
disturbances  in  their  country.  On  the  contrary,  the  fact 
is,  that  a  decency,  a  sobriety,  a  principle  of  honour  is 
already  visible  where  it  was  not  before  to  be  seen. 

"  Dr.  Johnson,  who  all  this  while  sat  silent,  but  with  a 
very  attentive  ear  to  what  passed — and  much  more  then 
pasaed  than  I  set  down — at  length  turned  to  me  with  an 
apparent  indignation  which  I  had  never  before  experi- 
enced from  him—'  What !  sir,  don't  you  call  it  disturbance 
to  oppose  legal  government  with  arms  in  your  hands,  and 
compel  it  to  make  laws  in  your  favour  ?  Sir,  I  call  it 
rebellion,  as  much  as  the  rebelliona  in  Scotland.'  '  Doctor,' 
said  I,  *  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  that  declaration 
fall  from  you,  whom  I  alwaya  considered  as  a  friend, 
sometimes  partial,  to  Ireland ;  but  this  I  can  say,  that  we 
have  alwaya  considered  ourselves  as  amongst  the  most 
loyal  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  at  the  same  time  that, 
though  obliged  to  submit,  we  have  always  denied  alle|^- 
ance  to  the  supremacy  of  a  British  Parliament.  We 
have  a  aeparate  and  distinct  legislature  of  our  own,  and 
that  we  have  never  discovered  any  inclination  to  resist.' 
'  Sir,'  says  the  Doctor,  *  you  do  owe  allegiance  to  an  English 
Parliament,  for  you  are  a  conquered  nation ;  and  had  I 
been  minister  I  would  have  made  you  submit  to  it — I 
3  D  2 
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would  have  done  as  Cromwell  did,  I  would  have  burned 
youT  cities,  and  roasted  you  in  the  flames.'  After  this 
explosion,  I  perhaps  warmly  rephed  — '  Doctor  [  your 
advice  to  treat  the  Americans  in  that  manner  has  not  suc- 
ceeded altogether  to  your  wishes — the  times  are  altered.' 
To  which  he  replied, '  Sir,  you  say  truly  that  the  tdines  are 
altered;  for  power  is  now  no  where;  our  govern  mentis  a 
government  of  influence,  but  not  of  power.  Yet  had  we 
treated  the  Americans  as  we  ought,  and  as  they  deserved, 
we  should  have  at  once  razed  all  their  towns,  and  let  them 
enjoy  their  forests.  But  (in  a  jocular  way  repeating  what 
he  before  said]  when  we  should  have  roasted  the  Americans 
OS  rebels,  we  only  whipped  them  as  children ;  and  we  did 
not  succeed,  because  my  advice  was  not  taken.' 

"  As  arguments  would  but  have  enraged  faim  again,  I 
let  him  now  settle  into  perfect  calmness ;  when,  after  k 
long  pause,  he,  with  a  smile,  said :  '  Though  I  hold  the 
Irish  to  be  rebels,  I  do  not  think  them  altogether  wronr; 
but  you  know  that  you  compelled  our  ^u'liameut^  by 
force  of  arms,  to  pass  an  act  in  your  fovour,  and  that  1 
call  rebellion :  though  what  you  claimed  ought  to  have 
been  granted,  as  you  say,  yet  the  mode  of  requisitioa  was 
rebelbous.'  'Well,  Doctor,'  sud  I,  'let  me  ask  yoo,  do  yoc 
think  that  Ireland  wouhl  have  recovered  her  usurped  nght 
by  any  other  means  ?'  To  which  he  candidly  answered, 
'  I  believe  she  would  not:  however,  a  wise  government 
should  not  grant  even  a  claim  of  justice,  if  an  attempt  is 
made  to  extort  it  by  force.'  We  had  some  more  convert 
sation  on  the  same  subject,  till  at  length  it  came  to  this 
issue — '  Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but  1  might  have  acted 
as  you  did,  bad  I  been  an  Irishman,  but  I  apeak  as  an 
Engbsfaman.*'" 

This  conTersation  will  form  no  inappropriate 
addition  to  a  future  edition  of  BosweU's  Life  d 
Johnson. 

Dr.  Campbell  first  published,  without  his  name, 
*'  An  Account  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  in  a  series 
of  Letters  to  John  Watkinson,  M.D.  Dublin,  1 778 ;" 
and  the  letters  are  supposed  to  be  written  by  an 
English  traveller. 

In  1 780  he  published  a  "  Sermon  preached  in  the 

*  Canpbdl'i  StrictBKt  oa  Hittoij  of  Irelud,  p.  394. 
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church  of  St.  Andrew,  Dublin,  on  the  6th  of 
February,  in  aid  of  a  cbaritable  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  twelve  boys  and  eight  girls."  The  Monthly 
Review  speaks  of  the  Discourse  (from  Matt.  t.  48,) 
as  "ingenious  and  sensible."  (IJCII.  414.) 

In  I7S9,  he  published  "  Strictures  on  the  Eccle- 
siastical and  Literary  History  of  Ireland;  from 
the  most  ancient  Times  till  the  Introduction  of  the 
Roman  Ritual,  and  the  Establishment  of  Papal 
Supremacy  by  Henry  II.  King  of  England."*  To 
this  he  appended,  "  An  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Institution  and  Government  of  Ireland,  from  the 
most  early  period  down  to  the  year  1783."  Dublin, 
8to.  This  was  originally  drawn  up  for  the  use  of 
Mr.  Gougb,  and  printed  in  Vol.  III.  of  his  edition  of 
"Camden's  Britannia."  This  Essay  Mr.  Gough 
acknowledges  in  his  Preface,  and  designates  it  as 
*'  an  excellent,  comprehensive  view  of  the  govern- 
ment of  that  kingdom,  from  the  earliest  times  to 
the  latest  revolution  in  it" 

Of  the  first  part  of  this  work  liie  Monthly 
Reviewers  -f-  observe  : — "  It  is  the  commendable^ 
because  honest,  intention  of  this  performance 
(which  is  in  a  great  d^;ree  controversial)  to 
recl^m  the  Irish  from  the  vanity  of  boasting  a 
descent  from  particular  ancestors,  of  too  remote 
an  antiquity  to  be  warranted  by  authentic  docu- 
ments, or  even  by  probability ;  and  to  fix  the 
history  of  Ireland  on  the  sure  ground  of  credi- 
bility confirmed  by  records." 

In  ihe  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1790,  p.  MS, 
are  some  commendatory  remarks  on  Dr.  Camp- 
bell's "  Strictures,"  by  a  correspondent  who  signs 

*  Dr.  Ladwich.ia*  Letter  to  Bp.PercT,  Oct,  2«,  1802.  Ufi,  "Campbell 
wu  mf  iDtimatc  ftiend  for  thii^  jean.  Bia  '  Stricturci'  an  an  btatj 
performaDCB.  Tha  bookaellera  wanted  ■  new  edition  ;  bnt  tbere  are  too  many 
thiop  raah  and  nofonadul,  to  correct  which  wonld  injure  the  repalatiMi  ot 
tkenun  I  *erj  much  erteemed,"  Seep.  836. 
t  VoL  I.  New  SariM,  p.  IM. 
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K.  T. ;  and  in  the  same  volume  is  a  very  able 
review  and  digest  of  the  work,  wiitten  by  Mr. 
Gough  (pp.  333  to  337). 

"  One  stroke  of  Dr.  Campbell's  discemiag  pen 
(says  Mr.  Gough)  does  away  with  all  the  riaonary 
lumber  that  modem  antiquaries  have  heaped  up, 
round,  and  upon  the  foundation  of  Stani- 
'  hurst,  Giraldus  Cambrensis,  Usher,  Ware,  Lloyd, 
and  Spenser." 

The  "  Historical  Sketch "  was  reprinted  from 
Mr.  Gough's  Camden,  with  a  supplement  of  what 
was  there  wanting ;  and  a  hope  was  held  out  by 
Dr.  Campbell  of  a  republication  of  it  with  glow 
haste ;  and  for  which  he  solicited  his  friends  to 
correct  such  errors  as  might  have  escaped  him ; 
but,  we  believe,  no  other  edition  was  ever  pub- 
lished. 

"His  letters  to  Bishop  Percy  illustrate  some  other 
drcumstances  connected  with  his  literary  history, 
such  as  his  controversy  with  GeneiralVallancey,  lus 
assistance  to  Bishop  Percy  in  the  Life  of  Gtold- 
smith,  &c.  The  notices  of  Dr.  Campbell  are  very 
scanty ;  who,  judging  from  his  writings  and  im 
correspondeDCe,  was  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
considerable  talent."* 

Dr.  Campbell  died  on  the  20th  of  June  1795, 
aged  62.'t'  It  is  believed  that  he  was  never  mar- 
ried. He  had  a  niece  living  with  him  in  I79K 
His  eldest  nephew  was  in  1810  about  to  embark 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (where  he  had 
resided  two  years)  for  New  South  Wales.  His 
next  nephew  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Campbell,  who 
resided  in  18)0  at  Newry,  in  Ireland. 


bell  to  Biihop  t^rcy,  which  are  incorponted  in 

t  His  deuh  it  not  recorded  in  the  Gentlemui'i  Maguioe ;  bat  it  it 
remarkable,  that  on  the  same  daj,  Jono  20,  1795,  oonr*  tha  death  af 
Robert  Campbell,  eiq.  at  hia  leat  at  Falmer,  Bocks. 
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BETWBBN  Db.  CaUPBBLI.  AND  BlSHOP  pERCY. 

Dr,  Thoma.8  Campbell  to  Bishop  Percy. 

"  Mt  Lord,  No.  i,  AnoA-itreet,  Dablin,  Feb.  27,  1TB7. 

"  I  told  you  ibat  I  had  put  Mr.  Pinkerton's  inquiry 
into  such  a  train  that  I  had  almoBt  every  hope  of  giving 
liim  satisfaction ;  but  the  sequel  wilt  show  how  far  I  have 
been  disappointed.  The  Librarian  of  the  College,  wishing 
to  further  our  research  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  sent 
for  a  Mr.  Flanigan,  a  student  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
and  greatest  adept  he  knew  of  in  the  Irish  language,  that 
genUeman  being,  as  you  probably  know,  employed  by  the 
Royal  Academy  in  copying  Irish  manuscripts ;  but,  alas ! 
his  knowledge  failed  in  making  out  the  dates  in  the  text 
of  those  Tenerable  parchments,  the  Annals  of  Tigernac 
and  Inisfall,  or  Innisfallen.  (N.B.  not  Inisfail.'J  Inisfail 
is  a  name  for  Ireland  at  lai^e :  Inisfall  is  an  island  in  the 
county  of  Kerry,  where  the  monastery  stood,  whence  ori- 
ginated the  famous  Annals.  And  unfortunately  there  is 
a  chasm  or  hiatus  valde  defieridut  at  the  period  of  the  reign 
of  Brudt,  of  whom  no  mention  is  mode  tn  this  copy.  But 
it  is  to  he  observed,  that  on  the  margin  of  this  copy  is  a 
r^ular  notation  of  chronological  dates,  in  our  common 
figures,  by  a  modem  hand,  from  which  it  appears,  to  my 
unlearned  eye,  that  the  above  chasm  extends  from  the 
year  577  to  590. 

"  Thus  ftu"  we  go  on  sure  grounds :  now,  it  is  to  be  fur- 
dier  observed,  that  in  the  '  Annals  of  Tigernac '  there  is  a 
similar  notation  of  chronology  in  the  margin ;  and  oppo- 
site to  the  account  of  Bmdi  Mac  Milochon  is  the  follow- 
ing mojginal  note : — '  584.  Brudeus  oh'.  Ult  AnnaL' 

"  On  this  I  remark,  that  it  should  from  hence  seem 
that  the  date  of  Brudi's  death  in  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  to 
which  the  writer  of  that  note  refers,  is  a  year  later  than  in 
the  translation  which  Mr.  Finkerton  has  seen  in  the  Bri- 
tish Museum.  It  is  then  natural  for  Mr.  Pinkerton  to 
expect  that  I  should  have  referred  to  the  Annals  of  Ulster 
to  clear  up  this  doubt;  and  I  did  so:  but  the  copy  in 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  has  no  marginal  notes  that  we 
could  make  out ;  and  the  text,  as  to  the  dates,  was,  like 
that  of  Tigernac  and  Inisfallen,  not  intelligible  to  Mr. 
Flanigan. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


768  ILLUSTBATIONS   OF  LITBEATUBB. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  my  Jjoid,  here  is  a  certain  d^^ee  of 
authonty  in  fiaTour  of  three  out  of  those  Jbw  yean  which 
pressed  Mr.  Pinkerton's  accuracy  vrith  tUfiScuIty  in  his 
funclwn  JuBum,  or  great  epoch.  As  it  was  found  ao  difiK- 
cult  to  come  nearer  to  the  death  of  Brndi,  your  Lordship 
and  be  will  easily  see  how  vain  it  would  be  for  me  to 
attempt  any  inquiry  into  more  minute  dates.  But  I  must 
add,  tiiat  I  hare  heard  that  the  best  copy  of  the  Annala 
of  Ulster  is  in  the  Library  of  Oxford ;  and  whether  an 
inquiry  would  reward  Mr.  I^nkerton's  pains  I  dare  not  so 
much  as  guess. 

"  I  am  heartily  vexed  that  I  could  not  be  of  more  ser^ 
vice  to  Mr.  Pinkerton,  as  I  am  persuaded  he  ia  divested 
of  those  fond  prejudices  which  have  disfigured  the  writings 
of  some  gentlemen  of  his  country  and  my  own. 

"  I  am,  &c.  Tho.  Cahpbbi.l„," 

"My  Lord,  a(»w,Anf. 37,1787. 

I  last  week  sent  to  my  brother  in  Newry  Mr.  Pinker- 
ton's  last  publication,  and  very  learned  it  is,  to  be  deli- 
vered to  you  Jrom  the  author.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  I 
should  have  apologised  to  you  for  not  returning  to  Dub- 
lin as  soon  as  I  promised  after  Easter,  to  finish  the  sketch 
I  showed  to  you;  andyetperhapsitishetterasitia;  though 
I  must  confess  that  the  article  which  I  intended  to  repro- 
bate was  of  all  others  most  urged  against  me  in  certain 
companies,  both  at  Paris  and  London.  However,  my 
delay  in  the  country  was  occasioned  by  my  building  a 
eallery  in  my  church,  towards  which  and  other  repairs  I 
had  contributed  50/.  on  condition  that  the  parish  would 
raise  100/.  The  100/.  was  expended,  and  the  Easter 
vestry  expressed  a  wish  that  the  gallery  should  be  built 
forthwith ;  and  in  such  circumstances  I  could  not  think 
of  leaving  the  country  till  this  engagement  was  fidfilled, 
which  could  not  have  been  executed  for  double  the  sum 
which  remained  in  my  hands  if  I  had  not  superintended  it 
myself.  And  this,  I  trust,  you  will  not  consider  as  a 
pitifid  apology. 

"  I  must  not  here  omit  observing  to  your  Lordship, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  Jnlv  I  met  your  Mend  (and  now 
let  me  call  him  mine]  Mr.  Blakeway,  at  the  Enghsb  coffee 
bouse  on  the  Pont  Neuf.  It  was  a  meeting  greatly  to 
my  comfort  and  satisfoction,  for  I  found  in  this  worthy 
man  such  a  coincidence  of  opinions  relative  to  Paris,  &c. 
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vith  my  own,  ks  confirmed  me  for  a  while  in  a  disgust  to 
the  place :  so  much  so,  that,  though  I  had  not  been  there 
a  week  (be  bad  been  much  longer),  we  had  agreed  to 
leave  Paris  together  in  a  day  or  two,  provided  bis  friend 
irom  Shrewsbury  (with  whom  and  his  wife  he  travelled) 
was  not  80  well  recovered  of  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout  as  to 
return  then ;  but  he  recovered  so  as  to  travel,  and  I  was 
left  in  Paris,  to  my  own  silent  mortification  that  I  thus 
lost  the  opportunity  of  such  an  enUghtened  fellow  travel- 
ler. But  I  since  learned  a  French  proverb,  Toute  chote  a 
le  bon  et  le  mat;  the  force  of  which  I  quickly  experienced; 
for  a  few  days  brought  me  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
French,  who  by-the-bye  spoke  English  (and  French  I 
could  neither  speak,  nor-  understand  when  spoken), 
whose  manners  were  so  pleasing,  and  their  sentiments  at 
once  so  just  and  so  refined,  that  their  engaging  society 
unfixed  ul  my  disgusts,  and  removed  all  those  prejudices 
which  I  had  taken  up  from  a  hasty  view  of  trivial  things : 
so  that  when  1  left  Paris  I  left  it  with  regret,  bewailing 
my  sad  fate  that  I  did  not  understand  (or  rather  speak) 
the  language  of  a  people  who  know  the  value  of  words 
so  well,  and  whose  peculiar  felicity  it  seems  to  be  so- 
voir  vivre.  But  I  so  often  found  myself  in  the  De  Tri»- 
iibtu — 

Birbaroi  hie  ^o  nm,  qnia  non  btdligor  (1U«, 
that,  after  balancing  my  accounts  of  pleasures  and  pains,  I 
was  enabled  to  depart,  after  spending  but  a  few  days  more 
than  I  at  first  intended  in  this  city  of  the  Graces,  fully 
resolved  never  more  to  pass  a  censure  from  a  transient 
view  of  persons  or  things.  My  Lord,  at  the  Opera  ItaUen 
I  found  a  strong  argument  for  an  early  education.  There 
I  saw  near  a  hundred  children  of  both  sexes  introduced^ 
dancing ;  and  there  I  learned  that  the  King  gives  pensions 
to  such  as  excel,  or  meet  with  accidents,  or  become 
superannuated.  So  that  there  is  at  once  a  college  for 
dancers  and  an  hospital  for  their  invalids.  And  yet  these 
people,  notwithstanding  the  cross  from  the  Franks  (as  I 
take  it),  are  originally  Celtt;  to  which  race,  as  you  will 
see,  Mr.  Pinkerton  aUows  not  one  good  quality  (not  very 
philosophically,  in  my  poor  opinion);  but  he  denies  that  the 
body  of  the  French  nation  is  Celtic;  but  persuaded  I  am, 
from  the  looks  of  the  people,  that  they  are  mostly  of  the 
old  Celtic  race ;  for  of  a  very  different  aspect  they  are 
from  either  the  Germans  or  Normans.  But,  happily  for 
your  Lordship,  my  sheet  is  scribbled,  and  1  want  room  to 
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express  how  much  I  am  your  Lordsbip's  most  hmnble 
serTant,  Tho.  Campbbli.." 

"  Mv  Lord,  Clonei,  Oct.  25111, 1787. 

"  It  flatters  me  not  a  little  that  your  Lordship  should 
be  at  the  trouble  to  copy  even  a  sentence  of  my  bagatelle, 
even  to  Mr.  BUkeway,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
sentiments  of  respect,  and  I  might  add  affection,  for  truly 
he  ia  an  amiable  man.  But  what  will  be  think  of  my 
fickleness  in  becoming  all  at  once  such  a  proselyte  to 
French  manners?  Yet  persuaded  I  am  he  would  acquit 
me  if  he  had  been  but  half  an  hour  in  company  with  a 
lady  (and  she  was  rather  elderly)  to  whom  1  was  intro- 
duced in  Paris.  You  may  judge  almost  from  a  sin^^e 
sentence  of  hers,  which  I  cannot  help  repeating  to  your 
Jjordship,  the  kind  of  woman  she  was.  But  I  must  first 
observe,  that  she  professed  infinite  esteem  for  the  English 
nation.  I  have,  says  she,  spent  much  time  in  England, 
and  there  is  nothing  I  would  not  do  to  serve  one  of  the 
country,  for  they  are  the  best  of  human  creatures,  guch  a* 
your  /mman  creatures  are.  She  knew  Mrs.  Montague, 
Mrs.  Carter,  Miss  Reynolds,  &c.  and  had  Pope  and  even 
Sbakspeare  at  her  fin^r  ends.  After  visiting  her  two  or 
three  times,  she  said  to  me  one  day,  after  trespassing 
agunst  a  certain  etiquette  she  had  recommended  in  respect 
to  my  paying  regular  morning  visits — and  upon  my  ex- 
cusing myself  by  saying  that  two  or  three  priests  had 
called  upon  me  to  conduct  me  through  Paris  (and  by-the- 
bye  I  found  them  useful  in  that  line,  as  the  Paris  servants 
are  such  varlets),  she  exclaimed,  '  Good  God,  Signior 
Anglois,  keep  company  with  priests  1 — why,  if  you  keep 
company  with  priests,  nobody  will  keep  company  with  yoo. 
Priests !  the  poorest  creatures  in  the  world,  creatures 
who  know  nothing  but  a  point  here  or  a  point  there,  and 
no  matter  whether  the  point  be  here  or  there,  for  it  is 
worth  nothing  in  itself ;  but  then  Irish  priests  I  the 
foolishest  of  all  priests,  the  very  Swiata  of  theology.' 
Now,  my  Lord,  this  last  sentence  ia  very  comprehensiTe, 
considering  the  character  of  the  Swiss  in  Paris,  But  no 
more  of  Paris. 

"  I  am  entirely  to  thank  you  for  Mr.  Pinkerton's  beiog 
at  the  trouble  to  find  me  out  in  London,  and,  were  it  not 
for  those  prejudices  which  overpower  him,  he  would  be 
much  to  my  taste,  for  bis  learning  is  solid,  and  he  is, 
what  few  bookish  men  are,   very  communicative.     We 
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dined  together  more  than  once ;  and  when  I  blundered,  I 
always  excused  myself  by  being  a  Celt.* 

"  I  did  not  so  much  as  know  that  Madam  I^ozzi  was  in 
London  (for  my  stay  was  very  short)  till  a  day  or  two 
before  I  left  it,  when  I  heard  that,  seeing  Mr.  Murphy  in 
some  shop,  she  stopped  her  carriage  to  upbraid  him  for 
not  calling  to  see  her ;  which  fault  he  soon  corrected. 

"  And  now,  ray  Lord,  let  me  congratulate  this  poor 
country  of  mine  for  the  part  you  have  taken  in  the  Royal 
Academy.  You  have  redeemed  it  from  a  new  degree  of 
contempt,  into  which  it  must  hare  sunk,  if  its  corporation 
of  literati  were  to  be  responsible  for  those  crude  effusions 
which  some  of  its  members  write  with  much  more  faciUty 
than  I  can  read  them.  Your  letter  has  set  me  upon  a 
track,  which,  with  a  digression  perhaps  here  and  there, 
will  enable  me  sufficiently  to  expose  the  inconsistencies 
of  our  '  Collectanea '  scrioes.  I  purpose,  for  the  Dublin 
Chronicle,  a  slight  sketch  or  summary  view  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical and  Literary  Historr  of  Ireland,  down  to  the 
establishment  of  our  National  Church  on  the  foundation 
upon  which  it  now  stands.  This,  if  I  coutd  execute  it  as 
I  conceive  it,  aed  videmug  quid  deceat  non  agaeguimur, 
would  be  the  best  mode  of  answering  (without  seeming 
to  answer)  both  Papists  and  Presbyterians. 

"  My  Lord,  1  am  safe  enough  in  communicating  this 
my  intention  to  you,  which,  if  the  author  were  known, 
might  in  some  measure  defeat  my  purpose.  But  I  am 
not  without  hopes  of  profiting  by  it ;  because  I  trust  that, 
if  I  fail,  either  in  omission  or  commission,  your  goodness 
will  give  me  the  hint  in  time,  so  as  to  correct  what  may 
be  amiss  or  supply  what  is  wanting.  And  if,  after  this 
thing  shall  have  run  through  the  Chronicle,  it  should  be 
deemed  worthy  of  being  collected  in  one  focus,  it  may  be 
wrought  up  into  a  better  form,  and  enabled  to  stand  the 
severity  of  public  scrutiny,  which  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
meet  with.  For,  as  you  have  observed,  the  learned 
Colonelt  has  written  his  fourteenth  volume  by  way  of  anti- 
cipation. And  I  can  assure  you,  that  Charles  O'Conor, 
Esq.  had  another  book  ready  for  the  press  (as  Byrne  his 
bookseller,  and  Mr.  Ryan  his  confidant,  both  told  me),  in 
anawer  to  two  Sections  of  an  Analysis  of  the  Antiquities 

'  Thii  lUndM  to  Mr.  Pinkerton'i  "  Diuertation  on  die  Origia  of  Uib 
Scjtbiuii  uMl  Gothi,"  8to.  1TS7  t  »»ork,  it  i»  Mid,  that  reed* ed  Um  pniia 
orPrafmoT  Poraon.— J.  H. 

f  Colonel  ValUuce]'. 
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of  Ireland,  which  I  got  printed  (as  I  could  find  no  write* 
able  to  copy  my  wretched  scrawl),  but  never  published, 
nor  even  thought  of  publishing,  till  I  published  the  whole, 
which  waa  to  contain  five  sections,  by  way  of  Introduc- 
tion to  that  History  of  the  Revolutions  of  Ireland  which 
i  meditate ;  and  when  Mr.  O'Conor  was  told  that  the 
above-mentioned  two  sections  had  never  been  published, 
■he  sent  me  his  compliments  that,  from  what  I  had  pub- 
lished, he  expected  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honoor  of 
Ireland,  or  words  to  that  etfect,  and  that  under  this  im- 
pression he  would  hold  his  hand — but  if— 

"  But  I  tire  your  Lordship. 

"  I  am,  with  infinite  respect,  your  LordsBip's  most 
dutiful  and  bumble  servant,  Tho.  CAypsBi.i..'* 

Dr.  Thouas  Campbell  to  Mr.  Pinebrton. 

"  No.  se,  Duie-ati-eet,  Dublin,  Feb.  6,  1788. 

"  I  have  been  but  a  few  days  in  this  town,  and  have  not 
had  time  to  inquire  for  Burke's  '  Hibernia  Doroinicana,' 
which  I  am  pretty  certain  of  getting  for  you,  thoujgh  I 
never  saw  the  book  ;  but  I  despair  of  getting  the  'Triaa 
Thaumatui^ :'  however,  my  diligence  shall  not  be  want- 
ing in  looking  out  for  it.  This  intelligence  should,  in  its 
natural  course,  come  to  you,  by  reflection,  from  our  excel- 
lent Bishop  of  Dromore ;  but  I  could  not  lose  a  minute 
to  renew  my  intercourse  with  you;  and,  in  particular,  I 
beg  that  you  will  put  me  on  your  list  of  subscribers  for 
your  '  Lives  of  the  Scotish  Sunts,'  which,  the  Bishop  has 
written  to  me  (for  I  have  not  seen  him  since  I  saw  you), 
you  are  preparing  upon  Heame's  plan.  Mr.  Ledwicli 
(Edward)  F.A.S.  desires  also  to  be  a  subscriber. 

"  I  should  by  this  night's  post  send  to  you,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Bishop's  desire,  a  newspaper,  in  which  ia 
ft  continuation  of  a  '  Slight  Sketch  of  the  Ecclesiaatical 
and  Literary  History  of  Ireland,'  only  that  I  disagree 
very  much  with  the  Bishop  as  to  its  merit;  for,  in  good 
truth,  I  do  not  deem  it  worthy  your  perusal ;  and  I  fear 
that  yuur  lyncean  eye  might  discern  some  Celtic  nonsense 
in  it.  However,  if  it  should  in  future  appear  to  me  worthy 
your  notice,  I  shall  send  you  some  of  the  papers  (eape- 
inally  when  I  shall  he  certun  that  a  newspaper  sent  to 
London  in  an  open  cover  will  cost  you  but  a  penny), 
wherein  the  names  of  M'Pberson  and  Hnkerton  may  be 
introduced. 
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"Yoa  muat  know  the  origin  of  this  matter:— on  my 
leaving  London  I  vent  to  Beaconsfield,*  where  the  ho8- 

Fitable  owner  entered  very  cordially  into  my  plan,  which 
partly  communicated  to  you,  of  writing  the  History  of 
Uie  Revolutions  of  Ireland,  &c.  so  as  to  give  the  gpirit 
nther  than  the  ktier  of  our  melancholy  Annals.  He 
advised  me  to  he  as  brief  as  possible  upon  every  thing 
antecedent  to  Henry  II.;  and,  in  fuU  conviction  of  the 
force  of  hia  advice,  I  have  been,  since  I  saw  you,  weeding^ 
out  certun  ecclesiastical  and  literary  documents  there  in- 
terspersed, uid  have  thrown  them  into  the  present  news- 
paper form,  so  as  to  be  arranged  in  a  better  form,  and  in 
a  book  or  pamphlet,  if  they  should  meet  any  decent  share 
of  approbation,  which  the  Bishop's  partiality  encourages 
me  to  hope  for.  Mr.  Burke,  however,  did  not  content 
himself  with  giving  me  good  advice :  he  gave  me  also  his 
very  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts  relative  to  Ireland, 
no  less  than  foar  folio  voiumea,  of  which  I  have  already 
considerably  availed  myself.  I  have  reason  to  believe  the 
Bishop  has  wrote  to  yoa  lately,  though  I  am  ashamed  to 
say  I  have  not  yet  answered  his  letter." 


Dr.  Thouab  Caicpbeli.  to  the  Bishop  of  Dbomobk. 

"  My  Lord,'  Nb.  28,  Dwrs-itreet,  F«b.  20,  1788. 

"  I  received  your  letter  (which,  by-the-bye,  has  not  a 
little  intoxicated  my  weak  head)  when  I  was  packing  up  for 
Dublin,  where  I  was  but  three  days  when  I  was  attacked 
by  such  a  cold  as  obliged  me  to  call  in  the  faculty.  I  have 
however,  wrote  to  Mr.  Pinkerton,f  and  begged  him  to 
put  me  down,  and  Mr.  Ledwich,  as  subscribers  to  bis 
work.  I  told  him  that  it  would  be  hard  to  get  the  *  Trias 
Thaumaturga,'}  bat  gave  him  hopes  of  'Burke's  Domi- 
Dicana.'§  IlongtoseeyourLordsbip,  and  to  know  whether 
I  have  gone  too  far  respecting  Colonel  V.  [Vallancey]  as 

*  The  Kat  of  Edmnnd  Burke,  nq. 

f  See  tbe  prceedlng  letter. 

j  "  Triidii  llnDin&tiu^,  nre  Dlronun  P&tiicii,  ColnmbK,  et  Brigidn, 
Bibernttt  Suictomm,  Acta,"  rolio.  LoTsn.  1S4T  :  by  John  Colgui,  an  Iriilt 
friar  menilicuit,  snd  lecturer  of  dirlnity  at  LonTilne. — F.  M. 

f  "Uibenii>  Dominicuu^  live  Hiitoru  ProTinciB  HibenuM  Ordinli  Pnedi- 
■tonun,  per  Tho.  de  Bargo  [Biahop  of  Ouory],  4to.  Col.  Afripp.  1762." 
He  Supplemeot  tothiiwork,  printed  in  IT72.  ii  of  ezbememitj.  A  oopj 
it  in  the  libnrj  of  the  Britiih  Mdmiud.— F.  M. 
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some  people  tell  me  I  have,  and  whether  I  haye,  in  other 
matters,  gone  astray;  for  I  am  now,  knowingly  and  wit- 
tingly, beginning  to  deviate,  as  the  tenth  century  affords 
so  Uttle  matter. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you,  quod  propiut  ad  not,  that  Mr. 
Grattan's  speech,*  however  it  is  censured  by  some,  has 
made  deep  impressions.  Mr.  Leslie,  of  Glaslough,  whose 
son  is  Sheriff  of  Monaghan,  tells  me  that  a  meeting  is  to 
he  held  in  Monaghan  next  Friday,  in  order  to  consider  of 
said  speech,  and  give  it  efficacy  there.  This,  you  see,  is 
but  a  beginning  of  what  you  will  probably  hear  more  of, 
before  the  assizes  are  over.  Were  I  not  so  subject  to 
despair,  I  would  freely  declare  my  opinion  that  a  good 
compromise  should  be  thought  of,  as  soon  as  possible. 
Grattan  has  perseverance,  and  that  perseverance  has  never 
&iled  of  success  in  questions  where  there  was  less  prospect 
of  success  than  in  this,  where  every  man's  interest  and 
prejudice  is  in  his  favour.  Government,  to  be  sure,  may 
stifle  this  business  for  some  sessions,  bat  in  the  interim 
the  fire  will  be  kindling,  till  it  mounts  into  such  a  blaze, 
as  will  not  be  in  their  power,  perhaps  not  in  their  inclina- 
tion, to  extinguish.  TTie  queere  then  is, — would  it  not  be 
better  to  make  decent  terms,  whilst  the  country  is  as  yet 
quiet  \  Forgive,  my  Lord,  these  crude  conceptions,  but 
time  will  open,  perhaps,  a  brighter  prospect ;  which  to  my 
view  was  never  yet  so  clouded.  But  I  write  from  mere 
feeling,  and  I  hope  my  fears  are  groundless.  I  am,  &c. 
"Tho.  CampbblIu" 


"  Mv  ZjORD,  Ckwet,  Doc.  15, 17M. 

"  My  last  was  written  under  the  impression  of  fear. 
Mr.  Grattan's  speech,  and  a  consequent  call  from  the 
sheriff  of  this  county  to  give  effect  to  his  scheme  (if  any 
he  had),  operated,  I  remember,  on  me  as  the  hovering  kite 
doea  upon  the  small  birds,  when  he  is  going  to  souse  upon 
them.  But  I  now  begin  to  hope  that  I  was  under  a  false 
alarm.  H  owever,  my  opinion  of  that  gentleman  has  always 
been  the  same,  and  therefore  I  had  (1  own  to  you)  inserted 
a  stricture  on  another  part  of  his  conduct,  towards  tbe 
conclusion  of  the  inclosed  sketch ;  which,  upon  mature  de- 

*  Oa  the  UCh  Feb.  17SS,  od  a  motJoD  fbr  a  CommiHoB  to  inqain  iobi 
the  Btate  of  Tithes.  Printed  In  the  Collectioii  of  Grattui'i  SpMcfaea,  toL  iL 
p.  27,  Sto.  1892.— F.  M. 
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liberation,  I  blotted  out,  reseiring  such  rejections  for  oar 
*'  History  of  the  Revolutions  of  Ireland,"* 

"  These  sheets  were  drawn  up  last  spring,  at  the  press- 
ing instance  of  Mr.  Giough,  who  limited  me  to  a  month 
{though  I  got  this  only  last  week).  At  that  time  I  had  not 
a  single  book  in  Dublin,  and  bat  few  of  my  papers ;  which 
circumstance  I  obserre,  not  as  an  apology  for  its  obvious 
imperfections,  but  as  it  afforded  me  another  specimen  of 
the  liberality  of  our  Celtic  antiquaries.  Mr.  Archdall, 
author  of  the  MonastiGon,t  and  hbrarian  to  Mr.  Burton 
Conyngbam,  refused  me  the  loan  of  the  most  common 
books  (some  of  which  I  had  duplicates  of  in  the  country), 
though  formerly  not  only  his  own  library,  but  Mr.  Co- 
nyngham's,  were,  through  him,  as  open  to  me  as  my  own. 

"  Were  I  sure  of  meeting  your  Lordship  in  Dublin, 
about  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  I  should  trouble  you  no 
farther  with  deciphering  my  scrawl,  but,  like  others,  who, 
having  received  one  favour,  think  themselves  entitled  to 
two,  and  so  on,  I  cannot  ref^n  from  be^ng  your  advice 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  have  a  notion  of  republishing 
*  Jemeus '  |  in  a  volume,  next  spring,  after  revising  and 
correcting  it ;  and  I  mean  to  throw  it  into  sections,  sup- 
port doubtful  points  with  notes  and  authorities,  and,  upon 
the  whole,  illustrate  and  enlarge  it  by  additions,  i^r 
having  expunged  a  great  deal.  The  interval  between  St. 
Patrick  and  Henry  II.,  making  a  period  of  about  7 00  years, 
appears  to  me  in  itself  complete,  though  I  would  call  it 
the  obscure  period,  I  know  that  times  are  divided  into 
the  unknown,  the  fabulous,  and  historical;  but  Ireland  is 
in  almost  every  thing  particular ;  and  this  period,  though 
not  unmixed  with  fable,  has  a  certain  portion  of  cert^ty, 
which,  though  it  may  not  be  strictly  called  historical,  it  may 
fairly  be  called  the  obscure  period.  Indeed,  whatever  light 
dawns  upon  it^  arises  from  the  ecclesiasti<»l  quarter,  and 

*  Thi*  work  does  Dot  ippeireTer  to  baie  been  pnbliilied,aUhoiigb  put  of 
it  wu  printsd  st  tiia  time  of  Dr.  Cunpbell'i  deMb,  in  1T9S.  See  Pinkeiton'* 
CarTcipondeDce,  toI.  1.  p.  330.— F.  M. 

f  "MoDuticoa  Hiberoicum,  oraHutor;  of  the  Ahbeji,  &c.  io  Ireland," 
by  MetYjD  Archdall,  A.M.  *to.  Dublin,  1736.— F.  M. 

t  "  In  the  Dew  eTcning  pqier,  called  the  Dublin  Chronicle,  appeared  latelj 
■ome  itrictnrea  on  the  Ancient  BccleBiiettcal  Uiatorj  of  Ireland,  wbich  jon 
iboold  b;  all  meani  ne.  Tlej  firat  appeared  under  the  lignaCnre  of  Jemena 
in  the  Dublin  Chronicle  for  December  24th,  and  again  December  ZTth." — 
Letter  tnitn  Bp.  Perey  to  Mr.  Knkerton,  Jan.  16,  1TS8.  See  Finkerton'* 
Corropondenee,  <rol.  I.  p.  S90.— F.  M. 
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therefore  I  more  villtDgty  accorded  mib  Edmund  Burks'* 
idea  of  taking  little  notice,  in  my  civil  histoiy,  of  the  times 
antecedent  to  the  English  Revolution.  So  that  this  medi- 
tated republication  might  in  some  measure  serve  aa  a  pre- 
liminary to  my  mofftmm  opu*.  The  title  purposed  for  this 
little  work  is '  Memoirs  (for  I  dare  not  call  it  even  Sketch) 
of  the  Religion  and  Letters  (or  Literature)  of  Ireland,  from 
the  Introduction  of  Christianity  in  the  f^fth  Century  to 
the  Establishment  of  Papal  Supremacy,  and  conformity  to 
the  Roman  Ritual,  in  the  Twelfth.'*  Xow,  my  Lord,  the 
question  is,  do  you  think,  from  what  you  have  seen,  that 
wis  subject  can  be  made  of  sufficient  importance  for  re- 
publication ?  I  have  been  also  thinking  of  adding,  in  the 
same  volume,  this  same  inclosed  Sketch,  pur^^  of  its 
errors  and  fortified  with  notes,  and  an  appendix,  stating 
ab  origine  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  remove 
whatever  is  there  advanced  which  may  seem  paradoxical 
respecting  the  sufficiency  of  the  hereditary  revenue  for  the 
support  of  the  establishments.  This,  my  Lord,  I  conceive 
to  be  a  cardinal  point;  for  the  expediency  of  a  Union  can 
never  become  popular  in  Ireland,  till  the  nation  is  con- 
vinced that  a  King  of  England  has  resources  suffident  for 
governing  Ireland,  without  any  new  aids  from  his  Pariia- 
ment  here ;  as  his  predecessors  have  more  than  once  done. 
The  sanction  of  popular  consent,  and  the  mode  of  collect- 
ing the  revenues,  is  all  that  makes  our  Parliaments 
o»teiu%bb/  necessary.  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  sus- 
pect that  1  mean  to  deprive  you  of  your  peerage.  No. 
But  I  have  been  long  of  opinion  that  the  Protestant 
Ascendancy  (in  so  few  hands)  is  very  insecure  and  preca- 
rious, till  a  thorough  incorporation   of  the   islands   is 

aa,  &c.  Tbo.  Caupbkll." 


"  Mt  Lobp,  Clonal,  Hirdi  29,  1790. 

"  I  should  forf^t  all  credit  with  you  were  I  to  pri^ess 
that  my  gratitude  to  your  Lordship  is  increased  oy  the 
success  of  your  powerful  representations  to  my  Lord  Pri- 
mate in  my  brother's  favour.  He,  poor  man^  expresses 
the  same  sentiment  to  me  in  a  Letter  received  at  the  same 
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time  with  your  fevour,  in  answer  to  mine,  respecting  the 
warm  and  generous  part  yon  bad  taken  in  his  beiutf, 
adding  ttiat  it  was  his  only  hope,  for  that  his  Hope's 
anchor  at  the  Newry  Canal  haa  found  no  bottom.  It 
multiplies  the  magnitude  of  my  pleasure  upon  this  occa- 
noD  tnat  we  owe  no  obligations  but  to  your  Lordship  and 
my  Lord  Primate, 

"I  am,  for  ever,  your  slave,  Tho.  Campbell," 


'   Mt  LoBD,  ClanM,  April  e,  1790. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  bear  that  Mr.  Hudson  has  declared  to 
the  Collector  of  Newry,  that  he  will  rather  stand  another 
that  than  give  up  a  better  pariah  for  a  worse;  for  Tamlaght 
he  places  at  only  150/.  a-year.  However,  he  may  pos- 
sibly write  in  another  language  to  you  and  my  Lord 
Primate.  As  you  have  done  so  much,  I  trust  you  will 
bring  it  to  a  happy  issue,  so  that  Tamlaght  may  be  given 
to  my  brother. 

"  I  beard  yesterday  that  Dr.  Paul's  curate  has  abdicated 
his  curacy,  having  left  his  wife,  and  gone  off  with  her 
servant,  &c.  If  your  Lordship  is  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Paul,  he  would  be  glad  your  friend  were  to  be  his  curate, 
and  might  probably  let  him  have  the  use  of  his  house  to 
live  in,  aa  the  country  might  not  supply  any  so  comfort- 
able place  to  lodge  in, 

•  •  • 

"  And  now  that  our  Easter  business  is  in  all  respects 
concluded  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  my  own  parish,  I 
torn  with  greater  ease  of  mind  to  Goldsmith.  I  told  you 
I  had  sketched  out  a  sort  of  exordium  to  the  Life ;  and  I 
have  been  ruminating  whether  I  should  conclude  that 
exordium  by  mentioning  the  part  you  have  taken,  and  the 
number  of  copies  that  Nichols  is  to  give.  This  I  wished 
to  offer  (with  others)  aa  a  motive  and  apology  for  my  own 
undertaking  it.  Your  name  must  be  introduced,  where 
you  took  the  hints  from  his  own  mouth ;  and  the  world 
must  know, — I  mean  it  will  find  out, — whence  the  materials 
come.  I  therefore  submit  it  to  you  now,  whether  it  will 
not  be  best  to  make  this  acknowledgment  at  setting  out. 
It  will  procure  the  work  a  more  favourable  reading,  and 
will  give  me  more  credit.  I  trust  it  shall  be  conducted  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  make  you  blush ;  but  it  will  be 
VOL.  VII.  3  B 
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always  in  yonr  own  power  to  expunge  or  add  till  it  can  be 
wrought  into  some  snapc  that  will  no  way  disguat  you. 

"  I  am  your  LordMiip's  moat  hnroble  and  dntifol 
servant,  Tho.  Campb«i-i- 

"  Kahop  of  Dromon,  DabHn." 

"  Mt  Lord,  Umj  20, 1790. 

"  Among  the  newspaper  scraps  I  find  an  imperfect  one 
from  '  Goldsmith's  present  State  of  Learning  in  Earope,' 
which  leads  me  to  hu  conversation  with  Glaubias  in  Leyden, 
and  would,  if  entire,  be  very  material  in  other  respects ;  as 
both  the  beginning  and  eitding  of  the  extract  is  wanting, 
it  has  excited  my  curiosity  so  much  that  I  must  see  the 
work,  for  what  I  hare  seen  leads  to  some  very  important 
reflectioDs.  I  beg  you  may  send  the  book  if  you  Qave  it^ 
or  can  get  it  Tho,  Campbbi.1.. 

"  Bidiop  oTDiomon,  DabUB." 

"  Mt  Lord,  KiUjno,  Jwm  16,  itm. 

"  Toor  letter  has  indeed  contribated  greatly  to  my 
saturfaction,  as  his  Grace's  appointment  must  also  to  that 
of  my  brother ;  and  I  hope  he  had  got  to  Doblin  tiiae 
enough  to  thank  your  Lordship,  in  person,  for  th^  most 
friendly  part  yon  have  taken  in  his  behalf.  The  death  <tf 
Dr.  Lyon,  which  I  see  in  the  papers,  makes  a  vacancy  of 
Killeshill,  the  very  parish  my  father  died  in  possession 
of,  and  wluch  I  am  told  is  now  worth  near  4O0/.  a-year. 
Whether  Mr.  Hudson  would  get  or  take  this  parish  I 
cannot  presume  to  say ;  but,  if  snch  an  arrangement 
should  teke  place,  it  might,  in  future,  make  an  opening 
for  n^  brother  at  Forkhill,  as  at  first  intended,  and  there- 
fore I  mention  the  thing  to  your  Lordship,  for  yoor  con- 
sideration, especially  as  you  have  already  interested 
yourself,  with  such  successful  zeal,  in  his  service. 

"  Goldsmith's  Life  goes  on  without  much  interruption, 
though  I  am  now  deep  in  mortar,  and  employ  masona  by 
the  day  (in  order  that  it  may  be  executed  in  the  best 
manner)  in  the  building  of  my  church,  of  which  I  take 
upon  me  to  be  architect  and  overseer.  And  at  intervals 
I  retire  from  this  employment^  sometimes  vexatioaa 
enough,  to  write  a  paragraph  as  a  recreation.  N.B.  The 
nte  of  die  church  is  hut  two  or  three  hundred  yard*  from 
my  house. 
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"  I  hare  Aim  now  in  London,  and  am  endeaToaring  to 
recollect  yoor  first  visit  to  him,  when  the  loan,  or  repay- 
ment, of  the  chamber-pot  of  coals  was  asked,  but  I  Save 
defended  him  as  well  as  I  could  against  the  attacks  of  Sir 
John  Hawkins;  and,  unless  you  disapprove  of  my  med- 
dling with  the  knight,  I  shaU,  after  allowing  him  due 
praise  for  that  store  of  anecdotes  he  has  collected,  endea- 
vour to  afipreciate  their  value;  which  appears  to  me 
|T«&tly  diminiehed  by  bis  manner  of  relating  them,  and 
indeed  by  bia  indiscreet  choice  of  tliem, — very  few  of 
them  having  any  relation  to  the  Life  of  Johnson. 

".I  have  the  first  volume  of  Gk>idamith  and  would  be 

K'  id  to  have  the  second,  for,  in  truth  (bb  he  used  to  say),  I 
ve  never  yet  read  a  line  of  his  dramatic  works ;  and  as 
his  sister  says  one  thing  and  Mr.  Walker  says  another 
about  the  incident  which  gave  the  faint  to  '  She  stoops  to 
Conquer,'  I  must  see  it ;  and  I  must  observe  that  almost 
every  thing  I  read  of  his  gives  me  some  new  hint.  The 
*  Review  of  PoUte  Literature '  has  been  already  of  great 
ns^  but  there  are  some  sentiments  in  it  which  I  hope  to 
see  altered  in  bis  manuscript  notes,  and  tber^ore  long  for 
a  sight  of  them ;  and  if  your  Lordship  wUl  be  so  oblinng  to 
bring  the  book  with  yon,  not  only  toArmagh  but  to  Cuedon, 
on  the  29th,  I  shall,  please  God,  go  for  it  myself  early  in 
the  morning,  so  as  not  in  the  smallest  degree  to  inter- 
rupt your  Lordship's  business.  One  thing,  however,  I 
could  wish,  if  it  met  your  approbation,  that  I  had  before 
me  some  hints  respectmathe  affair  of  Qoldsmith  and  Fer- 
rot :  it  may,  without  giving  offence,  be  related ;  at  least  so 
as  to  embellish  the  work,  by  showing  more  of  Goldsmith's 
character,  which  he  himself  has  fidrly  drawn  :  'fond 
of  enjoying  the  present,  careless  of  the  future ;  his  senti- 
ments tliose  of  a  man  of  sense,  his  actions  those  of  a 
fool ;  of  fortitude  able  to  stand  unmoved  at  the  bursting 
of  an  earthquake,  yet  of  sensibility  to  be  affected  by  the 
breaking  of  B  tea-cuj)/ 

"  I  shall  take  cai«  to  write  to  my  Lord  Primate  at  the 
Hot-wells,  where  I  hope  he  is  not  worse  than  usual,  as 
we  have  had  it  reported  here ;  but  I  know  how  little 
regard  is  to  be  paid  to  such  reports.  Mr.  Allen  tells  me 
that  the  Bishop  of  Clogher  *  is  wonderfully  recovered  at 
Bath. 

•  Dr.  Jolui  Hothun.  Hediedat  Batli,NoT.  4,1T9S.  Bm in ■econat  of 
Um  to  Ont  Mv  nL  LXT.  p.  972. 

3  B  2 
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"  May  yonr  Lordship  and  ^nUy  enjoy  long  tife  and 
eood  health,  is  the  prayer  of  your  most  devoted  and  hom- 
ble  servant,  Tho.  Campbbi.i..** 

"  My  Lobd,  June  SO,  1790. 

"  I  was  exceedingly  concerned  at  the  occasion  which 
broke  in  upon  your  plan  of  going  to  Aimagh,  &c.  but  am 
happy  to  find  that  Mm.  Percy  is  recorering.  I  must  still 
be  your  debtor  eren  in  gratitude  for  the  interest  you  take 
in  my  brother's  behalf.  Killeshill  given  to  him,  or  evea 
to  Mr.  Hndson,  would  be  a  most  desirable  arrangement. 
I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  Primate  is  so  well,  for  we  had 
reports  here  that  he  was  extremely  ilL  But  Rumour  is  a 
cruel  being,  and  delights  in  putting  people  to  death. 

"Tour  anecdotes  will  embeUish  my  pages  bighlv, 
and  your  picture  of  Green  Arbour-court^  shall  be  closely 
copied ;  as  to  the  rest,  my  account  of  your  visit  to  bim 
there  was  almost  verbatim,  from  my  recollection  of  your 
words,  what  you  have  set  down  in  your  last.  Bat  could 
there  be  any  harm  in  letting  the  world  know  who  the 
visitant  wa»?  without  the  circumstance  of  the  dignity  of 
the  guest,  the  contrast  will  be  in  a  great  measure  lost,  and 
the  matter  will  lose  its  grand  authority  as  to  tbe  hcL  But 
in  this  as  every  thing  else,  your  wish  shall  be  a  command.f 
The  anecdote  of  Johnson  I  had  recollected,  but  had  forgot 
that  it  was  at  Goldsmith's  you  were  to  sup.  The  story  of 
the  valet  de  chambre  will,  as  Lord  Bristol  says,  pin  the 
basket  of  his  absurdities ;  and  really  we  may  have  a  hamper 
full  of  them. 

"  One  thing  in  chronology  I  cannot  settle.  The  *  1W 
Teller' was  first  published  in  l/tM,  and  the 'Vicar  of  Wake- 
field,' I  guess,  in  I766.  Now,  according  to  some  accounts 
before  me,  Goldsmith  had  wrote  for  Newbery  in  the 
'  Ledger,'  and  elsewhere,  some  years  before ;  yet,  from 
Dr.  Johnson's  taking  the  'Vicar  of,  &c.'to  Newbeiy,  &c 
one  must  conclude  it  to  have  been  atherwise :  yet,  as  bs 
as  I  could  arrange  these  and  other  of  bia  publications,  in 
point  of  time,  I  went  on  the  information  tnat  he  becute 
connected  with  Newbery  soon  after  bis  separatJoQ  from 
Griffiths.  These  and  such  like  things,  I  well  know,  *  are 
not  as  deep  as  a  well,  nor  yet  as  wide  as  a  church  door,' 

■  Whcrs  Goldjiuttli  lived  for  lome  time.    A  Tiew  of  tb«  bovM  ta  |>Ta 
in  the  Bnropeen  Miguilie. 
t  TU*  ffv  !•  printed  in  Prior'i  liA  of  QgMvnitb,  ml.  I.  p.  SSt. 
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bat  one  would  wish  to  be  either  accttrate,  or  say  nothing 
about  the  order  of  time. 

"  Having  mentioned  Griffiths,  I  will  confess  to  yon  that 
the  circumstance  of  him  and  hia  wife  (I  mean  their  alter- 
ing and  interpolating  Goldsmith's  criticisms  on  books  for 
the  Reriev)  puzzles  me.  It  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
anecdotes  before  me,  and  my  conscience  bids  me  report 
it,  but  my  fears  whisper  to  me  that  all  the  Reviews  will 
abuse  me  for  so  doing.  But  who's  ^aid?*  Tea,  I  am ; 
bat  it  is  that  I  am  tormenting  you. 

"  I  am  yoor  Lordship's  most  dutiful  servant, 

"Tho,  Caupbeli.. 

"  P.S.  Tour  sketch  of  Sir  Richard  Perrot  will  come  in 
as  an  episode  towards  the  conclusion,  with  good  effect ; 
but  there,  neither  that  nor  any  thing  thi^t  can  sully  shall 
appear  as  coming  from  you.  Having  Pamell's  '  Life,'  I 
shall  return  yours  safe,  and  shall  be  obliged  by  the  dra- 
matic pieces  you  purpose  sending  by  my  brother. 

"  Buhop  of  DTomore,  DnbliD." 

"  My  Lord,  Jolt  33,  iTM. 

"  I  went  last  Saturday  to  Aghnacloy,  where  I  met  my 
brother  after  his  induction  into  Killeshill  by  Archdeacon 
Friend,  and  the  next  day  I  went  with  him  to  hear  him 
read  his  assent  and  consent,  &c. ;  and  from  all  the  circum- 
stances we  could  gather,  the  value  of  the  parish  must  ex- 
ceed our  expectations,  and,  if  well  managed,  may  not  fall 
much  short  of  the  value  it  was  rated  at  in  Mr.  Upton's  letter 
to  your  Lordship.  The  glebe  is  very  extensive,  double  at 
least  of  what  I  supposed  it  to  have  Deen ;  for,  though  my 
father  had  it  surveyed,  I  had  either  forgot  or  had  never 
learned  its  measurement;  nor  could  my  brother,  with  all 
his  industry,  during  the  three  or  four  days  he  passed  there, 
ascertain  it  with  any  degree  of  exactness, — so  close  do  all 
concerned  conceal  these  matters !  1  mention  these  mat- 
ters to  you  with  a  full  persuasion,  that  your  hearing  the 
parish  is  likely  to  turn  out  so  well  will  give  your  Lord- 
ship more  pleasure  than  any  effort  I  could  make  to  express 
my  gratituae  for  all  that  happiness  which  the  things  of 
this  worid  could  have  added  to  either  of  us. 

"  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  mosfdutiful  servant, 

"  Tho.  Campbbll. 

"  BUiop  of  Diomore,  HerrioD-itnet,  DnbliD." 

■  lUi  puugc  ti  copied  in  Prior'i  \Xt  of  Golduuitb,  I.  222. 
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"  Mt  LoBD,  Ai^.  S,  1790. 

"  1  beg  pardon  for  not  hsTing  ai^newledged  ^e  recapt 
of  your  lecond  Tolonte  of  Goldaniith,  whidi  yoa  were  ao 
good  as  to  leave  with  my  brother ;  and  I  tbsnk  you  most 
heartily  for  your  amendment  of  my  InsKiription — the  ii>- 
■ertion  of  Dei  was  indispensable. 

"You  aak  me  vhat  1  think  of  the  fifth  vi^me  of  the 
*  Collectauea  ?'*  I  really  tbiak  the  Colonel  is  angry,  aoti 
that ,^iror  ine  brevit  e»t.  As  to  *  Nostnulamus'  (which,  by- 
tbe-bye,  was  written  by  Dr.  Wilson,  in  imitation  of  Vm- 
taire's  ridicDle  of  Ronueau),  I  suppose  the  Ctrfond  gave 
it  aa  a  remnant  of  antiquity,  for  it  is  old  as  the  morocco 
coin,  and  perhaps  as  old  as  ^e  Tola  Sorg. 

"  Lcdvnch  (i.  e.  Otho)  writes  me  word,  that  be  and 
(Veritas)  Beaoford  are  preparing  ■  pamphlet,  which  they 
say  is  to  be  laughable ;  against  which  siae  the  laugh  may 
rise,  is  to  me  (I  own  it)  problematical.  They  talk  of  Lon- 
don for  the  puUicatton,  but  1  have  told  them  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  will  be  attended  to  there.  Dublin  is  the  only 
spot  where  the  'Collectanea  de  Rebus  Hibemicis*  is 
known,  except  to  some  twenty  readers,  and  they  hare  no 
muscles  for  a  laueh. 

■*  This  same  cnorch  keeps  me  so  eDgi^;ed,  that  I  can 
think  of  nothing  else ;  almost  every  workman  and  labourer 
I  pay  by  antirapation,  or  forehand,  as  tiiey  call  it.  I  bare 
not  written  a  line  for  Goldsmith  t  this  month  and  more,  yet 
I  meditate  another  Life,  viz.  a  Vallanciad,  or  the  life  and 
actions,  sentiments  and  opinions  of  Colonel  Collectanens, 
&c.  who  died  of  an  atramental  frenny,  July  the  — ,  1/90, 
after  suffering  cxcmoiating  ponies  of  mind,  since  the  — 
of  August,  1789. 

"  Ijoe  sinking  of  my  ink  in  this  paper  provea  me  lite- 
rally to  be  atramental,  as  the  Colonel  says  I  am.  Bnt  no 
eheracter  can  be  deep  enough  to  express  how  modi  I  am 
devoted  to  your  Lordship. 

"  Tho.  Caiipbbl.Im" 


*  Id  UiBAnModli  to  tb*  fifth  -nlnmi  if  TiWtiii  rij'i  riiHiiUMiiM  iiiiiu 
•ome  koriiDonioQi  icinarlu  on  the  wriddgi  of  Dr.  CanpMll.  tat  •  nnriBt  of 
•  latter  addtiMed  to  tha  Hiberniui  Jonnul,  M»  13,  1778,  rigned  Miatn- 
dimtu  Hibanleiu,   in  ridleok  of  Dr.  C.'t  ••  tWioKiplaal  8on*r  of  Iha 
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"  Mt  LoBD,  Sq«.  9,  ITM. 

"Just  returned  firom  the  Tisitation  »t  Clogheri  I  sit 
down  to  thank  you  for  your  Sermon,  Your  cbaracter  of 
the  Irish  ia  so  just,  that  if  I  ever  come  to  that  part  of  the 
History  of  Ireland,  where  it  shotdd  be  introducad,  or,  in 
other  wordS}  to  the  ivesent  times,  it  shall  be  adapted. 
Apropos !  at  Clogher  I  received  a  long  anonymous  letter 
from  Iiondon,  directed  to  me  there  at  large,  which,  after 
paying  some  complimenta,  and  finding  some  faults  with 
the  'Strictures,'  gives  me  some  counsel  respecting  that 
Bune  history  whii^  I  meditate. 

**  The  writer  of  the  review  in  Sleater*s  paper  (of  whom 
you  inquire),  is,  I  believe,  Mr.  Iiedwich,  author  of  the  An- 
tiquities of  Ireland,  published  monthly.  That  my  opinion 
coincides  with  your  Lordship's,  I  am  at  once  proud  and 
■orry  to  say — proud  of  agreeing  with  you  in  sentiment,  but 
sorry  that  the  writer  is  so  industrious  to  malce  V-~y  [Val- 
lancey]  a  man  of  consequence.  That  unfortunate  Review 
ia  neither  conducted  with  the  temper,  method,  or  judg- 
ment of  scholarship.  My  idea  was  merely,  in  what  I  men- 
tioned to  your  Lordship,  to  give,  by  juxtaposition,  the 
contradictions  of  the  Collectanea,  and  those  risible  absurdi- 
ties (if  absurdities  were  not  too  dull  for  ridicule)  with  which 
it  abounds  above  any  farrago  I  have  met  with.  But  this 
would  be  a  task  of  penance,  for  who  could  read  over  again 
what  I  have  read? — But  I  must  do  him  (i.  e-V— y)  justice; 
he  does  not  say  that  'Nostradamus  Hibemicus'  is  antique: 
it  was  only  my  awkwardness  of  expression  that  conveyed 
the  idea.  However,  Dr.  Hales,  who  was  here  with  me  last 
week,  when  I  received  your  Lordship's  last  favour,  assures 
me  that  it  was  not  Dr.  Wilson,  as  I  supposed,  who  wrote 
that  really  witty  paper,  but  another  of  the  Fellows,  who 
had  the  princit^  hand  in  '  Pranceriana.' 

"As  to  Goldsmith,  of  which  you  inquire,  and  concerning 
which  Maurice  Goldsmith  has  been  inquiring,  it  is  in  such 
8  state,  that  I  think  I  could  finish  the  remainder  currente 
prelo.*  My  greatest  difficulty  now  is  to  have  it  trans- 
cribed BO  as  that  your  Lordship  could  cast  an  eye  over  it. 

*  Tha  work  bare  mlladwl  to  wm  aTldBDaj  ■  MS.  Ufa  of  QoldimiUi,  and 
Kppazeatlj  the  ume  (with  aome  altcntioni)  prefixed  to  the  edickm  of  GoJd- 
■Diith'i  MiuelloMOiu  Worki,  In  4  TOla.  Bto.  Land.  ISOl,  to  «hicli  the 
Bubop  <rf  Dramora  rafim  in  •  lettar  to  Ur.  Nichols,  printed  in  tha  >■  Ilia*- 
tntiona,"  ml.  TI.  p.  584,  ind  up,  it  had  bean  oonpiM  nadar  hii  dinc> 
tkn.— F.  H. 
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I  have  tried  one  or  two  country  scboolmuters,  but,  though 
they  can  write,  they  cannot  read — my  writing.  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  that  Mrs.  Percy's  illneu  leavea  yoa  stjll  undecided 
as  to  your  time  of  setting  out  for  Engluid.  I  should  have 
strained  a  point  to  deliver  you  all  the  papers  there ;  and, 
above  all,  that  I  might  he  enabled  to  make  such  alterations 
and  amendments  as  yoar  better  judgment  might  point  out. 
I  have  made  lai^e  quotations  here  and  there,  ^m  Gold- 
smith's own  works,  and  have  ventured  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  Addison's  *  Letter  from  Italy '  and  that  part  at 
*  The  Traveller '  which  refers  to  it.  I  have  also  defended 
Goldsmith's  'Deserted  Village'  upon  the  facts  and  prin- 
ciples of  Dr.  Price,  and  have  run  the  risk  of  censare  for 
digression  in  drawing  some  political  consequences  respect- 
ing this  my  poor  native  country,  and  have  mounted  mr 
hobby-horse  in  recommending  an  Union.  But,  my  Lorc^ 
if  I .  have  digressed,  and  so  transgressed,  I  am  ready  to 
Idsa  the  rod : 

'  Andebo  qoKeonqae  pvun  ■plandorii  hababuit, 
Et  (iiM  ponden  aront,  et  hoaore  indigok  farantor, 
Seripta  moTen  lo«o,  qnunvii  Inrita  recaduit.' 

"  You  gave  me  hopes  that  yon  would  draw  up  a  sketch 
of  what  you  would  wish  should  appear  respecting  Sir  lUdi- 
ard  Perrot,  &c. 

"  I  met  Archdeacon  Friend  in  the  morning  of  the  visi- 
tation at  Clogher.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Moore  was  so 
satisfied  at  the  offers  he  made  (at  the  meeting  of  which  I 
once  wrote  to  yoa),  that  be  takes  no  part  in  the  busioess; 
but  I  did  not  find  at  Aughnacloy,  as  I  passed,  that  mat- 
ters were  as  settled  as  I  could  wi^.  I  gave  the  Primate's 
message  to  my  brother. 

"  I  am,  &C.  Tuo.  CahpbblIh" 


"  Mt  LottD,  Sapt.  ti,  iTsa 

"  I  feel  from  woful  experience  that  we  Celts  can  hartlly 
give  a  direct  answer.  But  lest  I  should  not  have  room  to 
give  one  even  now,  I  set  it  down  that  at  page  338,  vol.  V. 
Collectanea,  you  may  find  'Nostradamus  Hibemicus,'  a 
paper  which,  I  own  to  yonr  Lordship,  made  me  wince  about 
fourteen  years  ago.    lu  being  of  so  old  a  date,  made  me 
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say  that  I  supposed  the  Colonel  *  gave  it  as  a  remnant  of 
antiquity. 

"  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  most  dnlifal  and  grateful  ser- 
vant, Tho.  Caupbill/' 

"  Biihop  of  Dromon,  Dublin.' 

"  Mt  LoBD,  KUlyT«n.  Aug.  13,  1791. 

•  *  *  *  « 

"  I  wish,  above  all  things,  that  I  could  make  an  excur- 
sion to  England  before  winter,  as  you  are  so  obliging  to 
propose  it,  bat  many  obstacles  interpose  to  prevent  it, 
some  of  which  I  shidl  enumerate.  Clogher  visitation  is 
not  till  next  month,  uid  I  have  not  yet  seen  my  Bishop  t 
since  his  return  ^om  England. 

"  The  steeple  of  my  church  {to  be  executed  with  hewn 
stone]  would  probably  be  bungled  in  the  execution  (as  was 
the  case  with  that  part  of  the  church  done  in  my  late 
absence  in  Dublin),  and  a  room  which  I  have  added  to  my 
cabin,  since  I  saw  your  Lordship,  would  run  the  same 
risk,  as  I  am  my  own  architect.  But  these  things  I  con- 
sider as  comparatively  trifles.  The  insurmountable  ob- 
Btacle  is  this :  I  have  yet  finally  to  settle  an  account  of  my 
guardianship  of  an  unfortunate  nephew,  before  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  beginning  of  next  term.  In  order  to  do 
this,  I  was  summoned  to  Dublin  soon  after  I  left  Dromore, 
and  what  might  have  been  done  in  a  day,  the  litigiousness 
of  the  heir  apparent  (who  attempted  to  prove  the  young 
man  insane)  prevented  me  from  doing  in  three  weeks,  so 
many  forms,  of  which  not  even  my  attorney  knew  any 
thing,  being  necessary  to  be  complied  with ;  so  that,  after 
long  delay,  1  was  forced  to  petition  the  Chancellor  for 
longer  time,  which  he  granted  till  next  term.  This  being 
the  plain  state  of  my  case,  your  Lordship's  goodness  wiO 
see  that  I  cannot  bend  my  sails  for  England  before  No- 
vember. Then  I  shall  take  with  me  all  the  documents 
respecting  Goldsmith,  and  shall,  please  God,  he  in  London 
early  in  November;  and,  indeed,  I  did  not  suppose  it  was 
your  intention  to  be  there  before  that  time,  nor  am  I 
without  hopes  that  this  delay  of  mine  will  not  be  any  in- 
convenience to  your  Lordship. 

"  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  most  dutiful  and  devoted  ser- 
vant, Tho.  Caufbbll. 

*  ColoMl  ValUBOTT.  t  Bp.  HotbUD.    Sm  p.  TT9. 
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"P.S.  Tou  have  probxbly  seen  Uie  marriage  of  Dr. 
Hates  in  the  prints,  bat,  perhaps,  you  bare  not  beanl 
that  both  his  sisters  are  gone  to  America ;  the  elder  to  be 
married  to  a  lawyer  there  (high  in  station),  with  whom 
there  was  a  long  and  mutual  attajdmien^  and,  aa  the 
mountain  could  not  come  to  Mahomet^  Mahomet  goes  to 
the  mountain. 

"  Biilu^  of  Dnmora,  Bitb." 


"Mt  Lord,  Eflinu,  Jn.  6.  its*. 

"  I  set  out  irom  this  hause  in  the  be^nning  of  last 
November  for  Dublin,  that  1  might  settle  that  aeooont, 
which  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship  in  my  last,  early  in 
the  term,  and  ft-om  thence  proceed  to  Batii,  as  I  expected 
to  do ;  but  it  was  the  beginning  of  December  before  I  got 
that  matter  accomplished  (if  accomplished  it  yet  be),  and 
then  the  weather  was  so  bad,  and  the  accounts  of  it  still 
worse  from  Wales,  that,  aa  Christmas  was  fast  approach- 
ing,  I  thought  it  beat  to  return  to  my  duty  at  home  ;  and 
fortunate  it  was  that  I  did  so,  for  my  assistant,  poor  man, 
had  got  such  a  fall,  leading  his  horse  down  an  icy  dei^ 
Tity,  that  he  was  disabled  from  going  to  church  on 
Chriatmas  Day.  But,  as  I  have  still  aform  to  go  through 
in  the  next  Term,  it  cannot  be  earlier  than  Febmary  that 
I  can  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  your  Lord- 
ship. This,  however,  I  trust,  will  be  time  enough  fior 
your  ezpectetiona ;  aa  I  never  got  that  notice  of  the  time 
you  would  wiab,  of  which  I  at  once  hoped  and  feared  the 
receipt  of.  But  if  I  have  any  predilection  for  any  parti- 
cular time  it  would  be  diat  I  could  with  most  convenience 
to  myself  be  absent  from  hence  in  the  spring  months 
during  which  anything  that  ia  to  be  done,  with  r^ard  to 
Goldamith's  life,  may  be  done  in  Loodon. 

"  Your  Lordahip  has,  no  doubt,  heard  somewhat  of  the 
machinations  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  I  wish  I  bad 
room  to  tell  you  all  I  know,  or  at  least  think  1  know,  of 
this  matter.  This,  however,  1  may  say,  that  six  editions 
at  least  of  the  '  Declaration  of  the  Catholic  Sodety  cS 
Dublin,'  in  quarto,  were  distribated  gratia  before  I  left 
Dublin,  and  mnumerable  sheets  of  the  '  Declaration  of  the 
United  Sodeties  of  Dublin  and  Belfisut.'  Tet  bow  were 
these  fabricated  ?  by  two  or  three  young  lawyers  and  as 
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many  pbysicuuiB,  who  hare  not  yet  got  into  practice.  So 
that,  instead  of  these  Declarations  being  the  work  of  any 
Sodety  vhatever,  they  were  only  finessing  instmments  of 
dtese  young  men  to  form  Societies ;  and  many  thousands 
of  the  Dedarations  were  distributed  before  any  Society 
was  (onned  (and  persoaded  I  am  that  the  Beliast  Socie^ 
does  not  at  this  day  consist  of  more  than  some  hau 
doien,  who  throw  ap  their  sweaty  caps,  &c.)  The  Society 
of  Dublin  did  become  nnmerous,  and  (I  do  not  know 
why)  boasted  that  tiie  Secretary*  was  their  friend,  and  so 
to  the  Castle  they  went  with  a  memorial  of  grievances ; 
bnt  they  were  desired  to  disavow  their  Dechu^tions,  at 
vbicb  they  demurred,  and  required  time,  &c.  &c  How- 
ever, this,  it  is  siud,  alarmed  the  Castte,  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve thar  information  was  so  bad  ;  but  certainly  the 
Secretary  suled  the  next  day  for  England. 

*•  Since  I  returned  to  the  country,  I  see  in  the  papers  a 
Teiy  moderate  address  from  the  principal  Catholic  nobles 
and  jKentlemen  of  the  kingdom,  disavowing  the  'Dublin 
and  Belfast  Declarations,'  &c.,  so  that  any  panic  that  might 
have  been  struck  by  those  bold  hmbugg^a  (for  I  know 
ito  word  BO  strong  as  that  low  one  to  characterise  them) 
is  pretty  well  over.  One  thing  seems  very  astonishing, 
that  all  the  Irish  newspapers  of  any  credit  are  against 
Government ;  it  is  not  so  in  England.  Bnt  I  can  say  no 
more,  but  tbat  I  am  for  ever  yoors, 

"  Tho.  Caupbbll. 


"  Mt  LobO,  No.  is,  Hl^-itMt,  DaUln,  Feb.  Sd,  179*. 

"  I  take  the  first  minute  I  could  get  of  acknowledging 
the  honour  of  your  letter,  which  I  received  the  post 
before  I  left  the  country,  in  hopes  of  receiving  your 
Lordship's  commands  for  getting  those  packets,  of  which 
you  speak,  before  I  set  out  for  London ;  where  I  have 
promised  (please  God)  to  be  about  the  middle  of  this 
month,  having  business  of  some  importance  with  an  - 
Irish  nobleman  there,  who  is  about  sellmg  some  lands  in 
my  parish,  8tc 

"  It  is  with  unspeakable  pleasure  that  I  hear  of  Mrs. 
Percy's  receiving  such  advantage  from  the  Bath  waters; 
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and,  as  her  recovery  depends  so  much  on  the  bondDitance 
of  them,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  you  can  attend  to 
anything  in  London  before  April.  Now,  my  Lord,  might 
not  I  be  doing  something  in  March,  so  far  as  printing  off 
the  first  sheets,  and  sending  the  proofs  to  you  at  Bath } 
which  may  be  easily  done.  The  truth  is,  that  I  have  not 
opened  those  papers  since  I  left  Dromore,  leaving  what- 
ever alterations  are  to  be  further  -made  for  the  immediate 
press  copy,  with  which  I  could  wish  to  furnish  the  printer, 
not  altogetlier,  but  as  be  shall  want  it ;  so  that  white  I  am 
inserting  such  circumstances  as  seem  rightly  stated  by 
Boswell,  and  writing  it  out  fair,  the  printer  may  be  going 
on  with  the  beginning,  in  which  you  think  no  alterations, 
but  such  as  you  have  noted,  need  be  made ;  and  let  it  not 
surprise  you  to  be  told,  that  with  all  my  dili^nce  I  can- 
not get  a  copy  of  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson  in  this  great 
city.  The  only  one  I  ever  saw  is  now  in  tite  printer's 
band ;  and  they  say  s  new  edition  is  to  be  out  in  a  few 
days. 

"  My  surprise  on  coming  to  town  was  not  a  little 
respecting  the  Roman  Catholic  business,  especially  in 
regard  to  young  Burke,  who,  as  far  as  I  yet  hear,  baa 
injured  the  Catholic  cause  exceedingly,  even  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Catholics ;  were  I  to  repeat  the  assertiDns 
(which  I  imiversally  bear)  he  baa  made,  yon  would  say  it 
was  impossible,  and  that  I  was  credulous.  He  haa  pnmd 
those  ignorant  people  with  vain  hopes,  and  he  has  thrown 
out  such  menaces  &s  have  di^iuted  every  member  of 
either  House  with  whom  I  have  tbe  honour  of  conversing.. 
The  Presbyterian  ministers  are  now  be^nning  to  think 
that  they  have  already  gone  too  far,  and  I  hear  that  there 
is  to  be  a  meeting  of  them  soon,  to  blot  out  those  impres- 
sions which  may  have  been  made  by  the  general  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast. 

"  The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  was  taken  ill  last  Sunday 
in  Peter's  Church,  but  is  well  again.  Every  body  rejoices 
at  hearing  that  the  Primate  *  is  so  welL  I  wish  to  hear 
from  your  Lordship  aa  soon  as  you  conveniently  can, 
that  I  may  bring  the  packets  you  mention. 

"  I  am,  my  L«rd,  your  must  dutiful  servant 

"  Tbo.  Campsbll. 

"  Hlhop  of  Dromora,  Batik" 


'  Dr.  Robiiuon,  Lord  Bdktbj.     Sb>  iMbn,  pp.  ibi,  456. 
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"  CloDM,  June  19, 17B3. 
"  Mt  qood  Lord  and  bbst  Friend, 
"  It  was  with  more  pleasure  than  I  can'  express,  that  I 
received  the  favourable  accouDts  of  Mrs.  Fercj'a  health 
and  of  your  return  to  Ireland,  which  stands  so  much  in 
need  of  such  inhabitants ;  not  that  things  appear  to  me 
in  so  gloomy  a  light  as  they  did  some  time  ago,  but  such 
univereal  ignorance  in  our  people  is  a  deplorable  consi- 
deration. The  steps  which  Parliament,  thanks  to  qui 
good  King,  took  this  session,  had  wonderfully  damped, 
uiough  not  extinguished,  that  cursed  democratic  rage, 
when  the  Militia  Act  (or  rather  indeed,  I  should  say,  the 
misconceptions  respecting  it)  blew  up  the  covered  embers 
into  a  blaze.  I  shall  sp^  only  of  the  county  in  which  I 
dwell,  and  persuaded  I  am,  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
insurance  offices  which  were  set  up,  first  at  half  a  guinea 
a-head,  and  now  at  St.  5d.,  that  the  country  would  be  in 
such  commotion  that  all  our  military  would  find  it  difficult 
to  ouell;  they,  the  military,  are  harassed  as  it  is;  in  a 
small  village  within  a  mile  of  my  door,  the  sub-governors 
were  on  Saturday  last  attended  by  two  troops  of  horse 
and  three  companies  of  foot;  and  yesterday,  at  Clones, 
by  a  like  number.  This  shows  you  the  feehugs  of  the 
common  people,  whose  consternation  at  the  apprehension 
of  the  ballot,  and  of  course  of  being  torn  away  from  their 
wives  and  children,  I  can  compare  to  nothing  but  the 
trepidation  of  small  birds  under  the  kite  hovering  over 
them.  When  I  have  said  thus  much,  I  (who,  however 
sanguine  in  other  respects,  cannot  be  violent  in  party) 
must  add,  that  the  throwing  the  burden  of  protecting 
property  upon  the  poor,  who  bad  little  or  none,  appears 
to  me  not  altogether  discreet.  The  Act,  it  is  true,  gave 
full  powers  to  the  sub-governors  to  choose,  for  the  b^iot, 
the  most  substantial  men  of  each  county — but  instead  of 
doing  this  they  have  leaned  to  favour  the  rich  freeholders 
— for  reasons  you  must  see — and  by  this  means  doubly 
exasperated  the  poor,  who  are  always  mutinous.  I  can 
give  you  a  strong  case.  I  had  been  at  great  pains  to  hold 
vestnes,  in  compliance  with  the  late  Act,  for  exempting 
the  lower  class  from  hearth-money,  and  I  had  in  my 
pocket  exemptions  for  near  600  persons;  but  a  person 
thus  exempted  is  not  exempted,  by  the  Act,  from  serving 
in  the  mditia,  unless  the  exempt  from  hearth-money 
would  swear  that  they  had  three  children.  I  pleaded  the 
spirit  of  the  Act,  and  because  the  wretches  did  not  come 
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forwtrd  to  tike  the  oath,  m^  pleadings,  thcMigti  minirter 
of  the  psriah  uid  sub-goremor,  did  not  sTail,  so  I  confess 
to  you  thst  I  -withdrew  from  actang  ss  sub-gOTemor ;  in 
this,  posmbly,  your  Lordstiip  will  blame  me,  but  I  Iutb 
my  juBtification  in  this :  since  there  are  two  waya  of 
flzecuting  or  construing  a  kw,  why  not  do  it  in  the 
manner  moat  conducive  to  the  peaoe  and  happiness  of 
the  country  ?  Now  there  were  two  waya  here.  But  by 
the  time  you  cone  over,  I  tmst  that  all  will  be  qoiec 
And  now  to  sweeten  my  mind  with  thoughts  more 
ameable.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  have  lm>ugfat  tbe 
imair  of  Goldsmith  to  so  good  an  issue — hut,  alas !  poor 
Maurice.*  He  is  to  Teceive  no  comfort  from  your  Lord- 
jihip's  labours  in  his  behalf.  He  departed  from  a  miseraUe 
life  early  last  winter,  and  luckjty  baa  left  no  children ;  bat 
he  has  left  a  widow,  and  'faith  a  very  nice  one,  who  oalled 
on  me  one  of  the  few  days  I  spent  in  Dublin  after  Christ- 
mas, BO  that  you  will  not  want  clumanta. 

"  I  am,  my  Lwd,  your  most  devoted  servant, 

"  Tho.  Cahpbbll." 
"  Bidwp  of  Vtotoon,  20,  Santh  Aiidl«f -^treat,  Laaiaa.'' 

"  Mt  Loud,  Clom,  Sapt  IC,  1T9S. 

"  My  brother  acquaints  me  that  he  hod  lately  another 
instance  of  your  Kjordship's  friendly  communications. 
Nothing  could  give  me  so  mndi  dehgfat  as  to  have  the 
honour  of  waiting  on  you  at  Dromore.  He,  poor  mm, 
is,  I  understand,  though  not  from  himself,  fully  employed ; 
for,  contrary  to  my  pressingin stances,  he  undertook  the 
setting  of  ius  own  tithes.  The  consequence  has  beeot 
that  he  has  not  yet  received  sufficient  to  pay  bis  curate ; 
and  as  to  his  glebe  (a  very  fine  one  of  above  300  acres) 
the  tenants  have  held  over,  and  some  of  them  have  been 
twice  ejected,  as  I  hear,  (for  he  is  unwilling  to  speak  or 
write  on  the  subject  to  me,)  and,  at  present,  he  is  only  in 
hopes  of  anv  profits.  His  very  bUls  to  attorneys,  &C.,  1 
know,  cost  immensely ;  for  once  he  was  obliged  to  odl 
upon  me  for  £100 ;  which  in  his  life  he  nerer  did  before. 

That  I  am  not  altc^ther  idle  the  inclosed  will  intimate. 
My  Sermon  will  be  a  very  long  one,  and,  I  suppose,  very 
tedious,  if  not  displeasing  to  some,  for,  contrary  to  my 
original  intention,  it  has  taken  a  poUtical  direction,  in 

*  MauricB  OoldiDuth  «h  ■  pUin  DDlettered  nun.  Ha  eaina  to  LonikB 
in  ITTl.  Bod  admlaiilcred  to  Dr.  Ooldamith'i  effacta.  He  died.  It  «pp«uB 
above,  It  the  htter  and  of  1793.    Sm)  Frlor'i  Ufa  of  OoUaMlllt,  IL  SSt. 
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opporition   to   that  foolid  and  wicked  doctrnte  of  tlw 

equidity  of  men  and  their  rights. 

"  It  wu  with  great  aatisfaction  I  learned  from  Dr.  Dni- 
genan,  at  our  Visitatran,  that  yoa  looked  exoeediogly 
well.  But,  what  flurpriBed  me,  he  did  not  like  the  Bishop  * 
of  Cloyne's  charge ;  and  of  idl  our  fitrgj  there  not  one  of 
tbem  had  ever  so  much  as  heard  of  it 

"  I  am,  with  ererUsting  attachment,  your  Iiorddup*s 
most  humble  lerrant,  Thob,  Caufbeli.^ 

"  Mt  Lord,  ciom»,  April  vt,  it9S. 

"I  mentioned  to  yo«  (pretty  circumstantially}  the 
a^r  which  happened  in  my  pariah  on  the  16th  of 
February  last,  and  gave  you  what  appeared  to  me  the 
occasion  of  it.  Bat,  the  same  spirit  every  where  pre- 
vailing, things  are  rapidly  approaching  to  (what  I  have 
been  long  prepared  for)  the  totally  withholding  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes ;  the  only  point  in  which  Catholics  and 
Protestants  will  ever  unite ;  and  it  would  surprise  you  to 
find,  that,  notwithstanding  the  sword  may  be  said  to  be 
literally  drawn  between  ^ose  parties,  they,  in  all  their 
public  notices,  beg  of  each  other,  that,  however  hostile 
they  may  be  in  other  respects,  they  may  be  firmly 
united  in  resisting  the  payment  of  tithes.  But,  to  be 
more  particular;  my  worthy  neighbour,  Mr.  Roper,  having 
been  obliged,  for  two  or  three  years  past,  to  live  at  Batb 
(where  he  lately  buried  his  wife),  and  having  pven  a  gfK>d 
bargain  of  his  tithes  to  a  farmer,  the  profits  became  an 
object  of  envy  to  a  justice  of  peace  in  his  parish,  who 
had  DO  income  that  I  know  of  but  his  half-pay :  he  was, 
however  agent  to  his  uncle's  (Mr.  E.  Madden)  relict,  who 
holdB  a  lai^  manor  under  the  college.  This  man,  feeling 
the  pulse  of  the  times,  called  the  tenants  of  the  manor 
together,  nominated  a  committee  of  them,  and  desired 
them  to  meet  in  the  popish  chapel,  to  collect  a  list  of 
their  grievances  that  he  might  have  them  redressed.  They 
accordingly  met;  and  the  first  remedy  they  hit  upon  was 
to  post  up  notices  in  all  quarters  of  the  manor,  threatening 
to  bum  the  houses  of  any  juror  who  should,  at  their 
next  manor  court,  adjudge  any  tithe  to  be  due.  Hie 
consequence  of  which  was  that  the  jurors,  as  soon  as 
appointed,  added  to  their  usual  oath,  that  they  would  not 
take  any  tithe  cause  whatever  into  consideration.  The 
*  Dr.  B«biml    Sm  p.  flj. 


,..d:,i.  Google 


/92  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  LITKRATURB. 

next  remedy  devised  vas  to  beat  the  proctois  sent  oat 
with  processes  for  the  assizes  most  immercifiilly,  tear  all 
their  procesBes,  tnmp  them  under  foot,  and  threaten  them 
with  death  if  they  came  again.  Apropos !  your  Lordship 
must  observe  that  these  acts  of  outrage  are  genendly 
perpetrated  by  strangers,  so  that  the  proctors  either  cannot 
(or  will  not)  swear  examinations  agtdnst  the  parties. 
These  things  being  so,  Mr.  Roper  has  been  obliged  to 
take  the  tithe  securities  into  his  own  hands ;  hoping  that, 
from  the  love  they  once  professed  towards  him,  they 
would  not  refuse  to  pay  himself.  Well !  the  day  befi»e 
yesterday,  this  good  man  sent  out  printed  advertisementa 
among  them  (but  obserre,  f^at  now  the  whole  parish  is 
in  the  same  combination,)  letting  them  iaiow  that  he  had 
parted  with  the  obnoxious  tithe-fanner,  and  hoped  they 
would  pay  himself;  but  that  was  never  their  intention,  as 
they  manifested  by  tearing  every  sljtch  of  clothes  off  his 
messenger,  cutting  off  his  hair,  and  beating  him  severely. 
Nor  did  they  stop  here  ;  a  party  of  them  were  going  to 
throw  him  down  from  a  high  bridge,  when  he  was  relieved 
by  another  party  of  more  hamanity, — threatening,  how- 
ever, that,  if  be  came  again,  instead  of  the  tuur  they 
would  cut  off  the  head. 

"  In  my  own  and  the  next  pariah  to  me  (both  bordering 
on  Clones)  they  have  obliged  the  proctors  who  served 
processes  to  tear  the  processes  themselves ;  and  these 
dogs  (who  are  all  of  the  same  inclining)  thought  they  got 
cheaply  off,  and  will  make  no  prosecution  of  ^e  offending 
parties,  under  pretext  that  they  do  not  know  their  persons. 

"  Now,  my  Lord,  as  rights  are  now  to  be  decided  by 
the  logic  of  Kings,  I  think  we  have  the  worst  of  the 
argument,  for  the  King  cannot  spare  us  troops ;  yet,  if 
we  listen  to  the  orations  in  Parliament,  we  should  believe 
we  have  40,000  men.  We  have  drawii  up  a  memorial  to 
the  Provost  and  Fellows,  in  hope  they  may  take  the  hint 
of  refusing  renewals  of  this  manor,  the  agent  of  which 
has  fomented  this  contumacy.  This  conta^on  is  spreading 
on  all  sides.  A  very  lai^e  body  of  troops  should  be 
stationed  in  this  quarter.  Apropos!  I  laid  before  the 
late  Secretary  a  plan  for  a  barrack  to  be  built,  and  oSand 
a  site,  but  I  never  heard  more  of  the  matter ;  and  what 
will  troops  soon  avul,  if  they  are  to  be  billeted  m  the 
country  where  the  infection  rages  ?  Will  they  not  soon 
lose  the  spirit  of  the  corps,  and  become  one  with  Ae 
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itiasB  ?  I  ask,  vhat  lost  the  King  of  France  his  crown  and 
his  head  ?  The  defection  of  the  army.  Our  reformers 
lean  upon  the  army  as  their  future  friends.  I  shall  say 
nothing  of  the  militia,  for  they  are  all  honourahle  men. 
But,  truly,  I  begin  to  console  myself  under  that  malady 
which  so  much  alarmed  me  when  in  Dublin, — as  I  would 
not  wish  long  to  surviye  my  means  of  existence.  But  I 
am  always  croaking ;  foi^ve,  therefore,  the  effusions  of 
your  most  devoted  and  bumble  servant^ 

"  Tho.  Campbell." 


"  Mt  Lord,  Clonn,  April  22,  IT95. 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  pester  you  with  letters,  but  there  is 
a  fact  stated  in  the  inclosed  which  I  think  my  superiors 
ought  to  know ;  for  wrong  measures  generally  proceed 
from  want  of  just  information ;  and,  as  far  as  I  see  and 
know,  falsehood  was  never  more  abundant  than  at  present. 
If  you  listen  to  Dr.  Mac  Nevin  and  the  Dublin  orators, 
you  are  to  suppose  that  all  the  Ih-otestants  of  Ireland  are 
at  present  under  a  paroxysm  of  zeal  for  the  emancipation 
of  their  Catholic  brethren ;  and  indeed  Lord  FitzwilUam 
and  his  court  appear  to  have  been  under  the  same  impres- 
sion; butof  all  the  positions  that  ever  impudence  advanced 
or  credulity  swallowed,  this  is  the  most  monstrous.  What! 
when  we  have  seen  the  sword  actually  drawn  by  those 
parties  against  each  other,  in  so  many  places,  in  Armagh, 
in  Louth,  in  Meath,  in  Cavan,  in  Monaghan  (I  enumerate 
only  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted] !  O,  my  Lord,  gre  and 
water  will  sooner  amalgamate  into  one  mass  than  the  Pro- 
testants and  Papists  of  Ireland.  When  I  have  used  this 
language  to  a  certain  Privy  Councillor  high  in  place,  he  has 
said  to  me, '  But,  my  dear  Campbell,  bow  can  all  this  be, 
when  I  see  so  many  addresses  and  applications  at  the  Cas- 
tle of  a  directly  contrary  tendency  r  But  what  are  the 
apeculattve  addresses  of  Belfast  and  elsewhere  to  the  body 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  ?  Besides,  such  addresses 
were  not  made  out  of  love  to  the  Papists,  but  to  alarm 
England,  that  it  might  be  more  disposed  to  remove  cer- 
tain political  and  commercial  restraints ;  and  now  the 
same  alarm-bell  is  rung  in  the  ears  of  Govemment  by  the 
Papists,  and  it  is  given  out,  that  if  Mr.  Grattan's  (tjie 
Irish  Marat]  bill  do  not  pass  there  will  be  a  general  insur- 
rection ;  but  if  there  be  an  insurrection  more  than  of  the 

VOL.  vn.  3  r 
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idlest  of  the  Dnblin  mob  I  am  a  poor  politidan  indeed. 
No,  no ;  nor  will  the  nocturnal  depredations  in  the 
countr;  parts  be  either  more  or  leas  than  at  present. 
You  kn6w  that  my  fears  have  long  bordered  on  tunidity ; 
hnt,  thongh  I  feared  robbery,  murder,  assodationa  aninst 
tithe,  &c.  I  never  suspected  a  general  insorrection  conld  take 
place  on  any  contingency  but  tbat  of  a  Frendi  invasion 
(N.B.  at  the  Cavaa  assises  it  was  proved,  that  one  aitide 
of  the  Defenders*  oath  was  to  assist  the  French).  In  ibat 
case,  indeed,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  country  is  ao 
organised  by  their  committees  that  there  might  be  a  gene- 
ral rising;  but,  io  the  matter  of  their  religious  rights,  they 
dare  not  appear  in  arms  professedly  for  that  purpose,  at 
least  in  Ulster.  As  the  ground  of  my  persuasion,  X  relate 
you  two  facts.  The  peace  (if  peace  it  may  be  otlled)  of 
the  county  Cavan  is  at  this  moment  preserved  in  tiit  fol- 
lowing manner : — ^The  Presbyterians  (comparatively  few  in 
number)  take  it  in  their  turns  to  watch  in  certain  nnmben 
in  certain  places  every  night,  to  raise  an  alarm  if  the 
Defenders  should  appear  in  force,  and  to  mark  the  houses 
where  they  issue  from.  This  has  more  restored  quiet 
there  Uian  the  Dublin  militia.  These  Presbytenana  are 
stigmatised  by  the  name  of  Scotch,  and  are  so  dreaded  by 
tiie  Papists,  that  fifty  of  them  would  chase  five  hundred ; 
they  have  killed  many  Papists,  and  declare  that  tiiey  will 
neither  give  quarter  nor  take  prisoners.  The  other  foct  I 
allude  to,  you  can  only  see  the  force  of  &om  obaervii^ 
that  those  transactions  of  the  county  of  Cavan  are  of  noto- 
riety in  the  spot  I  live  in ;  and  you  may  remember  tbe 
representation  I  gave  you  in  Kildare  Street,  of  tiie  vart 
concourse  in  my  own  parish  in  February  last.  This  and 
other  circumstances  alarmed  the  Presbyterians  (via, 
Monaghan  Scotch)  of  my  parish,  and  they  held  an  assem- 
bly in  one  of  their  meeting-houses,  whilst  I  was  in  Dub- 
lin, in  order  to  do  as  they  did  in  Cavan ;  which  has  so  ter- 
rified the  Papists,  that  now  you  would  not  hear  a  mouse 
stirring.  Yet  these  Papists,  these  Presbyterians,  and  our 
own  hearers,  pray  each  other,  in  all  their  notices  aet  op, 
to  unite  in  the  pomt  of  tithes. 

"  If  your  Lordship  thought  it  proper,  I  wish  you  would 

speak  to  the  Provost,  if  you  are  m  habits  of  intinacy  with 

him ;  or  if  you  are  not,  to  speak  to  the  Primate  to  ftpptf 

to  him,  to  attend  to  the  memorial  which  Mr.  Roper*  wiJI 

•  Sm  beftrc,  pp.  791,  793. 
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present  to  him  some  day  this  week.  The  Provost  is  so 
quiet  B  man,  that  perhaps  he  might  not  talk  to  the  tenants 
of  the  College  manor  in  a  tone  firm  enough ;  and  it  will 
require  some  strong  measure  to  shake  the  resolutionB  of 
an  interested  party,  who  have  made  tools  of  the  people 
(ever  bom  to  he  duped)  on  this  occasion. 
**  T  am  yoor  Loraship'a  most  dutiful  servant, 

**  Tho.  Cahpbbll." 


Rev.  Cbablbs  Caupbbll  to  Bishop  Pbbot. 

"  My  Lord,  Newiy,  P*b.  19, 1810. 

"  I  was  fevoored  with  yonr  note  of  yesterday,  and  in 
consequence  of  it  waited  on  the  postmaster  this  day  in 
order  to  obtain  the  information  you  wish,  relative  to  the 
forms  of  prayer  for  the  Fast-day.  He  told  me  they  go 
free  to  your  Re^ster  at  Dromore  under  the  frank  of  the 
Secretary  General  in  Dublin,  but,  being  sent  hack  from 
Dromore  to  this  place  under  different  covers  and  in  sub- 
divisions, they  come  under  the  denomination  of  private 
parcels,  and  are  consequently  liable  to  the  postage.  As 
therefore  he  does  not  feet  himself  authorised  to  oispeDse 
with  the  postage,  he  requests  you  will  give  directions  to 
have  the  forms  of  prayer  dehvered  to  the  guard  of  the 
mail-carts  in  Dromore,  who  will  have  directions  from 
him  to  bnng  them  here  free*  and  they  shall  be  distributed 
free  of  all  charges  to  the  clergy  of  the  different  parishes 
adjoining. 

"  I  return  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for  your  kind 
offer  of  your  services  in  ohtaining  for  me  an  adequate 
supply  for  this  place.  Owing,  however,  to  your  Lord- 
ship's application  to  the  King's  Printer  several  years  ago, 
I  am  regularly  supplied,  though  not  abundantly  enough 
for  so  extensive  a  congregation,  yet  I  beheve  as  amply  as 
other  towns  of  the  same  nze.  The  number  sent  on  this 
occasion  (received  on  Friday  last  free  of  postage)  was 
sixty  forms  of  prayer,  and  two  proclamations. 

"Your  Lordship  is  perfectly  correct  in  thinking  my 
uncle's  death  took  place  previous  to  the  measure  of 
Union,  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  which  he  contends 
for  in  his  *  Hiilosophical  Survey;'  he  died  on  the  20th  of 
June  1795. 

"  My  eldest  brother,  of  whom  yon  are  so  good  to  in- 
quire, was  (when  I  last  heard  firom  him  about  a  month 
3  r  2 
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ago)  just  embarking  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (when 
he  had  been  nearly  tvo  years)  for  New  South  Wales  in 
New  Holland,  with  strong  recommendation  ^m  Lord 
Caledon  to  Colonel  M'Qnarrie,  who  is  the  Governor  of 
that  settlement,  and  who,  with  hia  regiment,  the  73d, 
touched  at  the  Cape  in  their  passage  out  My  brother 
was  to  accompany  him,  having  the  promise  of  any  civil 
employment  whidi  that  place  affords.  He  had  a  situation 
in  a  Government  Bank,  established  by  Lord  Caledon ; 
but,  as  his  Lordship's  patronage  is  very  restricted,  the 
appointments  to  all  civil  employments  being  dispooed  of 
by  the  Government  at  borne,  and  as  he  was  thus  pre- 
cluded from  the  hope  of  further  advancement  there,  he 
formed  the  determination  of  trying  his  fortune  at  the 
other  settlement.  His  health  had  been  much  impaired 
during  his  stay  at  the  Cape,  but  it  was  perfectly  re-e3t»< 
blished  at  the  time  he  wrote. 

"  If  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for  your  Lordship  in 
this  place,  I  shall  feel  much  pleasure  in  your  communi- 
cating it  to  me. 

"  I  remain,  your  Lordship's  very  obliged  and  dutiful 
servant,  Css.  Cahpbbll." 


"  My  Lord,  Newry,  F*.  28, 1810. 

"  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  very  kind 
and  acceptable  communication  relative  to  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  colony  at  Botany  Bay,  and  for  your  good 
wishes  for  the  success  and  prosperity  of  my  brother  who 
is  gone  there. 

"  My  uncle's  birth  was  on  the  4th  May  1733,  and  the 
place  of  his  nativity  was  Glack,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
now  the  residence  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Armagh.  His 
death  having  taken  place  on  the  20th  June  1795,  he  vaa 
of  course  62  years  of  age.  He  was  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Moses  Campbell,  many  years  curate  of  the  archdeaconiy 
of  Armagh,  and  afterwards  rector  of  the  parish  of  Killi- 
shilL 

"  Any  further  information  which  yon  might  wish  to 
obtain  relative  to  his  writings,  or  his  future  pn^rcss 
through  life,  within  my  knowledge,  shall  be  with  great 
pleasure  communicated  to  your  Lordship. 

"With  sincere  wishes  for  a  long  continuanoe  ofyoor 
Lordship's  health,  I  remain,  &c.  C.  Cahpbblu" 
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LETTERS 

BBTWBBN  Db.  CaUPBBLI.  AND  RiCBARD  OOUQB,  EsO. 

LoBD  Daobb  to  RiCBABD  GouGB,  Esq. 

"  Sib,  BelhiMue.*  Jme  17,  1T83. 

"  1  was  the  other  day  IsTotired  with  your  obli^ng  letter, 
and  take  the  first  opportunity  of  making  you  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  it.  As  to  the  inconsiderable  informations 
I  have  been  able  to  offer  you  for  your  new  edition  of  the 
*  Britannia,'  you  ovemite  me ;  such  as  they  are,  how- 
ever, they  are  much  at  your  service,  to  do  with  them  what 
you  please.  It  will  be  different  in  regard  to  what  assist- 
ance, with  respect  to  Ireland,  Dr.  Campbell  may  furnish, 
if  his  leisure  permits  him  to  do  it;  as  he  is  more 
knowing  in  the  antiquities  and  particularities  of  that 
kingdom  than  most  of  its  best-informed  natives ;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  therefore  if,  as  he  seems  inclined,  he  will 
set  himself  heartily  to  this  business.  He  has  already, 
though  without  putting  his  name  to  it,  published  an 
excellent  account  of  the  South  of  Ireland.  It  is  entitled, 
'  A  Philosophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  in  a 
Series  of  Letters  to  John  Watkinson,  M.I).  Dublin, 
1778;'  and  the  letters  are  supposed  as  written  by  an 
Engluh  Traveller.  This  work  is  well  worth  your  perusal. 
The  Doctor  himself,  however,  is  an  inhabitant  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  having  a  good  rectory  near  my  estate 
in  the  county  of  Monaghan.  I  shall  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  availing  myself  of  the  permission  you  give  me 
to  peruse  the  first  volume  of  your  '  Britannia,'  for  which 
I  bee  you  to  accept  my  thanks;  and  am,  with  much 
regard.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant,         Daobe." 

RiOHARo  Qouan,  Esq.  to  Lord  Daobb. 
"My  Lord, 

•      *      *      •      « 

"  I  take  this  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
obligation  to  you,  both  for  your  own  notes,  and  for  the 
assistance  which  Dr.  Campbell  now  holds  out  to  that  part 
of  my  plan  which  is  more  immediately  within  his  depart- 
ment. •         »         *  •  R.  QOUGH." 

*  BellhoiuB,  near  Homford,  now  the  Mat  of  Sir  'IIoidw  LonnRrd,  Bwrt. 
In  tlu  stables  of  this  miiuion  u  ■  luge  vacuit  stall,  where,  it  is  nid,  tht 
naUreT  of  Qaeen  EUiabeth  stood,  when  she  came  there  to  reriew  the  trMp* 
atTilbiiiT.— J.M. 
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LoED  Dacrb  to  RicHABD  GouoH,  Esq. 

"  SlB, 

"  I  have  received  real  pleasure  to-day,  by  a  letter  of 
Dr.  Campbell's  from  Ireland,  who  is  so  veil  qualified  to 
be  effectually  Beiriceable  to  yoa  in  your  account  of  that 
kingdom.  I  had  indeed  almost  despaired  of  hearing  again 
from  him,  but  his  letter  too  plainly  indicates  the  cause  of 
his  silence.  1  send  it  you  inclosed,  to  show  that  his  good- 
will has  not  been  wanting. 

"  Toot  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Dacrb." 


"SlK,  BoUuniM!,  J«n.  7.  l?S4. 

"  I  have  by  this  post  bad  the  satisfaction  to  receive  a 
part  of  those  notes  relating  to  Ireland  which  Dr.  Camp- 
bell is  80  kind  as  to  furnish  us  with.  I  say  tu,  because  in 
his  letter  to  me,  which  accompanied  them,  he  saya  that 
he  sends  them  me  for  you, -  and  in  the  conclusion  adds, 
that  if  myself,  or  you,  should  favour  him  with  a  letter,  he 
would  bettor  know  what  form  of  writing  to  adopt — 
whether  as  Notes  or  Appendix.  I  therefore  certainly 
think,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  say  so,  that,  on  aU 
accounts,  a  few  lines  ^om  you  to  him,  without  delay, 
would  be  very  proper.  In  that  case,  you  must  direct  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  No.  34,  Kildare-street,  Dublin. 
Upon  recollection,  I  will  inclose  you  a  frank.  One  part 
of  his  letter  to  me  I  must  not  omit,  it  is  this  :  '  My  mode 
of  writing  may  not  perhaps  please  Mr.  Gough;  for  I 
cannot  help  making  some  reflections  as  I  go  along,  for  which 
perhaps  he  would  not  choose  to  be  responsible.  Howererv 
if  any  thing  of  that  kind  occurs,  I  would  rather  he  should 
use  my  name  than  suppress  those  ideas,  which  I,  as  an 
Irishman,  might  think  necessarr  to  be  inserted-  My  first 
note  on  the  article  Dublin  is  one  of  thia  sort,  and 
others  of  a  different  kind  will  occur:  several  on  the 
article  Monaghui,  which  1  have  almost  finished.  If 
this  my  mode  of  observation  be  pleasing  to  Mr.  Gongb^ 
I  shall  give  something  in  the  same  way  on  Fermani^fat 
Tyrone,  and  Derry.  I  shall  send  Fermanagh  and  Muna- 
ghan  in  a  post  or  two.  I  hope  what  I  have  sent  may  not 
miscarry,  as  I  have  no  copy.'  In  regard  to  the  Doctor's 
reflections,  I  think  you  need  sot  have  any  apprefamwio 
for,  even  by  the  letter  which  I  have  before  me,  his  c 
dour  and  dispassionateness  in  regard  to  politick  n — 
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appear  in  Ae  atrongest  light,  as  veil  as  hit  good  will  to 
England,  though,  in  the  right  Bense  of  the  word,  a  good 
patriot  as  to  his  own  country ;  which  indeed  answers  to 
the  character  he  bears  for  worthiness  and  disinterestedness. 
"  Your  most  homble  servant,  Dacbb." 

RiCHABD  OouoH,  E^q.  to  Dr.  Thomas  Caupbkll. 
"Rbv.  Sib,  Enfidd,  Jm.  lO,  17M. 

"  By  favour  of  our  common  friend  Lord  Dacre,  I  am 
enabled  to  take  an  early  opportunity  to  return  you  my 
acknowledgments  for  the  attention  you  were  pleased  to 
pay  to  my  proposed  edition  of  Camden's  '  Britannia.'  My 
plan  is,  to  give  a  new  translation  of  the  original  Latin, 
and  then  to  annex  to  each  county  all  the  information  I 
can  procure.  For  this  purpose  your  notes  are  well  calcu- 
lated; and,  when  I  have  printed  the  several  articles,  I 
propose  submitting  them  to  your  correction.  I  am  only 
apprehensive  it  may  be  a  considerable  time  before  I  arrive 
at  this  part,  which  is,  indeed,  the  conclusion  of  my  work; 
for  1  have  yet  hardly  got  through  the  first  volume  of  Bishop 
Gibson's  edition.  This  leisiu%,  however,  will  not  be  with- 
out its  advantages  to  me,  as  it  will  enable  my  friends  to 
pat  their  thoughts  together  more  completely,  and  give  me 
perpetual  improvement  for  the  work.  Presuming  you  are 
not  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Vallancey,  I  take  tiie  liberty 
of  troubling  you  with  the  inclosed  to  him ;  and  am.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  R.  Godob." 

*'  Sib,  EoSeld,  Jko.  90,  ITBS. 

"  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  last  July 
you  expressed  an  inclination  to  assist  me  in  drawing  up 
an  account  of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  since  the  time 
of  Camden  to  the  present. 

"  Having  transmitted  to  you  some  time  ago  that  part 
of  the  '  Britannia'  which  relates  to  the  subject  without 
receiving  your  answer  on  it,  I  now  send  you  all  1  can  collect 
on  the  article,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any 
alterations  or  improvement  of  this  account,  or  for  an 
entire  new  one.  I  have  done  my  best.  You  have  had  six 
mondta  to  consider  the  subject  in.  I  cannot  allow  above 
one  more.    I  am.  Sir,  &c.  R.  Qodqh." 
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Dr.  Caupbill  to  Richabd  Gouoh,  Esq. 

"  DabUn,  28,  Damt^itat,  Feb.  9,  1788. 

"  The  receipt  of  a  Letter  firom  Mr.  Qough  coold  not  but 
give  me  great  pleasure;  yet  it  came,  like  the  cup  of  love, 
mixed  with  pain,  to  reflect  that  he  had  transnutted  to  me 
a  part  of  the  '  Britannia,'  and  that  it  did  not  reach  me ;  for 
from  the  day  I  parted  from  Mr.  Gough  at  Enfleld  I  never 
heard  a  syllahle  upon  the  subject  till  this  very  day  that  I 
received  his  letter,  with  four  pages  of  the  work,  left  at  my 
lod^ng,  by  I  do  not  know  whom.  I  have  not  been  five 
days  in  Dublin,  and,  except  the  month  after  I  saw  yon,  I 
have  been  a  close  resident  in  my  parish ;  where  I  should 
have  found  leisure  sufficient  at  least  to  have  undertaken  & 
sketch  of  the  alterations  in  Irish  Government,  or  consti- 
tution, since  the  days  of  Camden,  but,  as  even  your  last 
letter  has  come  so  late  to  hand,  above  half  the  month  is 
elapsed  which  you  say  is  the  longest  time  you  can  now 
wait  for  anything  on  the  subject.  But,  though  not  a  cri- 
minal in  this  affair,  I  shall,  like  a  criminal,  beg  a  reprieve 
for  a  longer  time;  and  I  am  persuaded  I  shall  be  able  to 
^ve  you  something  on  the  subject  much  more  perfect 
than  anything  to  be  found  in  the  '  Philosophical  Survey'  at 
least ;  for  I  shall  venture  to  make  free  with  that  work. 
And  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  should  be  sorry,  at  this  time 
of  day,  to  be  responsible  for  many  opinions  to  be  found  in 
that  work ;  for  remember,  it  was  written  a  dozen  years  ago, 
though  since  printed,  when  some  points  were  not  as  ma- 
turely considered  as  they  have  been  since.  The  book  was 
undertaken  merely  to  recommend  toleration  in  Ireland, 
and  a  more  liberal  communication  of  commercial  and  poli- 
tical privileges  in  England ;  and  so  far  the  book  was  not 
without  its  use ;  for  since  that  time,  from  a  happy  con- 
currence of  circumstances,  a  wonderful  revolution  in  both 
respects  has  taken  place.  However,  still  consider  that 
it  is  supposed  to  be  written  by  an  Englishman  (for  what 
could  be  more  absurd  than  for  an  Irishman,  professedly, 
to  write  his  travels  in  his  own  country;  though  perhaps 
some  may  think  that  absurdity  is  congenial  with  the  Irish 
character) ;  and  being  thus  supposed  to  be  written  by  a 
stranger,  and  in  a  light,  airy  manner,  it  was  hoped  mat 
its  errors  might  be  more  venial. 

"  I  observe  you  do  the  *  Philosophical  Survey'  the 
honour  to  use  it  in  proof  that  the  forts  called  Danish 
were  not  peculiar  to  that  people;  but  I  assure  you  that 
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the  author  has  since  found  documents  sufficient  to  make 
him  change  his  opinioD ;  and  I  inclose  you  a  newspaper, 
and  will  inclose  them  to  you  regularly  (as  they  will  cost 
you  but  a  penny  each),  in  which  you  will  find  that  matter 
placed  on  another  footing,  in  the  course  of  correspond- 
ence with  the  Dublin  Chronicle,  by  Jemeus ;  and  there- 
fore, and  for  many  other  reasons  (which  this  large  sheet 
of  paper  I  have  chosen  for  its  size  would  not  contain),  I 
could  wish  that,  if  it  he  possible,  you  would  suspend 
this  part  of  your  publication  but  a  few  weeks,  and  for 
what  I  send  you  I  shall  venture  to  pledge  my  name 
at  full  length,  a  hberty  I  have  never  yet  taken  with  the 
public  except  in  the  hne  of  my  profession  as  a  preacher. 

"  In  the  article  of  the  Round  Towers,  you  very  truly 
say,  that  the  author  of  the  'Philosophical  Survey*  is  rather 
unfortunate  in  his  argument  for  their  Phoenician  origin, 
&c.  &c.  Unfortunate  indeed !  but  be  assured  that  the 
writer  has  long  abandoned  all  those  Eastern  ideas,  which 
he  rashly  conceived,  from  his  personal  respect  for  a  certain 
writer,  whose  adherence  to  them,  and  Celtic  nonsense  (aa 
Pinkerton  truly  calls  it),  has  brought  him  into  as  much 
contempt  on  this  side  of  the  Channel  as  on  yours.  This 
affair  of  the  round  towers  you  will  see  discussed  by  Jemeus. 
There  are  some  strictures,  too,  on  the  Brehon  laws,  which,  if 
IhaTetheminDublin,asI  thinklhave,!  shall  transmit  you. 
And  you  may,  if  you  think  it  worth  a  little  trouble,  send 
me  the  sheets,  or  rather  pt^es  (inclosed  in  a  cover  open 
at  both  ends),  in  which  the  changes  of  the  Irish  Constitu- 
tion shall  he  inserted,  that  upon  a  revision  they  may 
appear  more  perfect. 

"  There  are  several  documents  respecting  our  antiqui- 
ties and  history,  which  my  good  friend  Edmund  Burke 
put  me  in  possession  of  (consisting  of  no  less  than  four 
folios  in  manuscript)  since  I  saw  you;  which  have  enabled 
me  to  proceed  with  greater  facility  in  that  History  of  the 
Kevolutions  of  Ireland  which  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  waa 

frenaring ;  and  I  now  think  of  giving  you  a  Sketch  of  the 
risn  Constitution,  from  Roderic  CKConor  to  George  the 
Third.    Adieu.  Tbohab  Campbell. 


"  P.S.  Since  I  sealed  this  letter  I  have  read  over  that 
part  of  your  pages  which  refers  to  the  Constitution  of  this 
country,  and  I  will  be  plain  to  tell  you,  that  it  ia  such  a 
jumble  of  times  and  circumstances  as  would  disgrace  so 
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fine  a  work  as  yonn,  npon  the  irhote,  ia.  I  therefore 
entreat  and  imploT«  you  to  wait  but  for  a  few  wedu,  and 
I  assure  you,  upon  the  honour  of  a  man  and  the  credit  of 
a  writer,  that,  were  it  not  that  I  have  not  a  single  book 
upon  the  subject  in  Dublin,  I  would  not  delay  you  evm  a 
minute  beyond  the  term  you  have  prescribed  (and  per- 
haps I  shall  accomplish  it  even  in  that),  in  ^ving  you  a 
sketch  of  the  Irish  Constitution,  at  sight  of  whidi  both 

irou  and  I  would  be  sorry  for  baving^  resorted  to  the  *  Phi- 
OBophical  Surrey.' " 

Mr.  GoTJGH  to  Rev.  Dr.  Cahfbbi.l. 

"  Sia,  FA.  1788. 

"  I  have  the  fovour  of  yours  of  the  9th  inst.  and  am 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  the  sheets  on  the  Irish 
Oovemment,  which  Mr.  Nichols  assured  me  were  for- 
warded to  yoa  about  the  time  you  were  supposed  to  have 
been  returned  from  Paris  to  Ireland,  had  not  reached  yon. 

"  I  gladly  grant  you  a  respite,  provided  you  do  not  ex- 
oeed  a  month  from  the  time  you  receive  this  to  tiie  time 
you  return  the  sheets  with  the  improvements.  Too  will 
not  forget  that  you  stood  engaged  to  favour  me  with  them 
from  the  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here;  that, 
therefore,  yon  had  near  nine  months  to  draw  them  up, 
and  that  only  for  want  of  them  was  I  reduced  to  put  toge- 
ther the  jumble  you  complain  of.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
sacrifice  it  to  your  second  and  matorer  thoughts,  r^retting 
that  I  had  not  your  guidance  through  the  course  of  a  woric 
which  I  wish  to  render  as  perfect  as  the  most  judicious 
antiquary  of  the  kind  can  enable  me  to  make  it. 

"  If  I  err  in  describing  this  distant  part,  it  is  merely  for 
want  of  guides ;  my  correspondents  in  Ireland,  Messrs. 
Walker,  Ledwich,  and  Beauford,  having  hitherto  sent  me 
little  more  than  corrections  of  press  nrors,  which  are 
beneath  their  notice.  In  hopes  of  bearing  from  you  at 
your  euly  leisure,  I  am,  Sir,  your  obe^ent  humbk  ser- 
vant, R.  GouGB.'* 


Dr.  Campbell  to  Richabd  Govqb,  Esq. 

'*  Sib,  No.  S8,  DmMHiNt,  Feb.  XO,  1788. 

"  Notwithstanding  an  illness  since  I  wrote  last  to  ^ou, 

and  though  I  had  not  a  book  on  the  subject  in  Dubbn,  I 

inclose  you  by  this  post  part  of  a  sketch  (not  half  finish«d). 
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to  shov  you  I  have  not  been  quite  idle,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  shall  be  able  to  finish  the  remaining  and 
important  part  within  leas  than  the  month  from  this  day, 
proTided  my  health  recovers,  as  it  now  begins  to  do.  Had 
1  not  been  certain  that  you  had  totally  forgot  my  offer 
of  writing  something  on  tnis  subject,  I  should  bare  con- 
sidered myself  pledged ;  bat  I  now  do,  and  I  assure  you 
that  I  hare  refused  to  preach  no  less  than  two  charity 
sermons  before  May  next,  merely  that  I  have  more  leisure 
to  serve  your  work,  which  deserves  every  assistance  from 
literary  men,  and  for  which  they  should  hold  themselves 
indebted  to  your  zeal  and  liberality  in  the  cause  of  lite- 
rature. 

"  You  will,  perhaps,  be  surprised  that  I  have  ta^en  up 
the  '  Irish  Constitution '  so  early ;  but  be  assured  that  no 
account  of  the  £uglish  settlement  in  Ireland  can  be  fully 
understood  without  knowing  somewhat  of  the  preceding 
times.  I  have  been  as  concise  as  posaible ;  and  the 
remainder,  which  I  suppose  will  not  be  more  than  as 
much  more,  will  give,  I  expect,  a  very  competent  idea  of 
oar  constiturion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  foct  of 
our  increased  revenues  and  other  documents,  show  the 
progress  of  our  civilization,  &c. 

"  My  present  opinion  is,  that  the  place  for  this  essay 
is  at  page  466  (after  the  cross  line),  instead  of  the  extracts 
trom  the  '  Philosophical  Survey,'  &c.  whidi  should  be  ex- 
punged. N.B.  You  observe  that  I  called  it  a  Jumbk,  I 
therefore  beg  of  you  to  turn  to  page  484,  where,  after  citing 
the  English  Act,  whereby  the  Irish  Constitution  was 
restored  in  1783,  it  is  said  {from  a  book  written  in  1776), 
*  If  this  kingdom  ever  had  a  constitution,  it  has  been  long 
lost,'  &c.  This  I  only  observe  to  show  you  my  reason  for 
using  that  coarie  word ;  and  I  could  point  to  other  inac- 
curacies ;  but  no  matter.  These,  I  trust,  will  be  now 
rectified,  by  substituting  a  clear  statement  from  the  begin- 
ning in  a  continaed  series  down  to  1783,  when  oar  Consti- 
tution was  put  on  its  present  footing :  that  this  may  be 
executed  with  all  accuracy,  I  am  getting  in  all  the  parlia- 
mentary journals ;  and,  unless  you  object  to  the  length  of 
this  essay,  I  trust  you  will  have  nothing  else  to  complain 
of;  as  you  see  I  am  for  reprobating  m  our  chimeras  of 
antiquity,  and  for  considering  the  nation  ori^nally  aa  it 
was,  in  a  very  rude  (I  may  say  barbarous)  state ;  and  it 
was  the  more  necessary  to  go  so  far  back,  that  the  con- 
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traat  with  the  benefits  of  English  laws  and  government 
may  be  the  more  conspicuous.  Ail  which  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  inculcate  with  all  possible  brevity  in  the  mbae- 
quent  part. 

"  If  you  approve  of  what  I  now  send  you,  I  should  be 
glad  it  were  printed  off  in  the  place  I  mention,  and  the 
proof  sent  to  me  soon,  that  it  may  be  corrected 
and  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  by  either  notes  or 
additions,  if  wanting;  for  I  never  can  see  the  faults  of 
what  I  write  so  well  as  when  they  are  printed. 

"  N.B.  I  inclose  you  a  newspaper,  with  an  account  of 

*  Patrick's  Purgatory,'  which  may  be  useful  in  the  article 

*  Dunagal.'     Adieu !  Tho.  Cam pbbe.i-*' 


Mr.  GouQH  to  Dr.  Campbbll. 

"SlE,  F<A.2S,  1788. 

"  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  20th  instant,  followed 
by  two  packets  on  the  state  of  the  Irish  Government;  and 
have  only  to  regret,  that,  as  the  sheets  were  forwarded  to 
you  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  of  Treasury  Chambers,  he  did 
not  inform  you  that  he  had  received  from  me  a  mode  of 
conveying  sheets  to  me  without  the  enomioua  expense  <rf 
postaee,  which  I  hope  you  will  leam  in  time  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  communications.  I  will  ptit  it  forthwith 
to  press,  having  no  time  to  lose,  and  forward  it  to  you. 
Excuse  this  brevity,  therefore ;  and,  with  many  thanks  for 
so  m  Qch  as  you  have  done  for  me,  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  R.  Gough." 


Dr.  Caupbell  to  Ricbabd  Gouoh,  Esq. 
"  Dear  Sir,  March  s,  tTSS. 

"  In  the  course  of  a  week  I  hope  to  send  you  the  re- 
munder  of  this  '  Sketch ' ;  what  I  now  send  1  have  little 
doubt  you  will  approve  of,  for  I  fancy  as  much  matter  is 
condensed  into  it  as  ever  was  comprised  in  so  many  words ; 
and  I  trust  you  will  perceive  that  what  I  sent  yon  before 
was  a  necessary  preliminary  to  see  the  nature  of  the  Eng- 
lish coaqitegt  ana  government,  &c. ;  and  all  together  wifi, 
I  flatter  myself,  ^ve  a  more  complete  view  of  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  Irish  Constitution  than  has  yet  appeared;  for 
it  is  in  fact  the  skeleton  of  that  history  which  I  mean  to 
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publish.  I  am  only  in  pain  tbat  these  indosures  could 
not  be  sent  free,  hut  I  tbought  it  safer  to  send  them  by 
post  than  wait  for  private  hands,  who  are  not  so  punc- 
taal  always.  I  beg  you  may  send  me  the  proof  sheets  in 
the  same  way,  for  were  they  to  cost  me  pounds  instead  of 
shillings  I  would  pay  it  with  pleasure,  rather  than  detaia 
you  an  hour ;  therefore,  as  soon  as  you  can  get  a  proof,  I 
nope  you  will  send  it,  and  I  shall  in  a  single  sheet  mark 
the  errors  (and  not  send  the  proof  back),  that  there  may 
be  no  further  expense  to  you. 

"N.B.  Your  account  of 'Bishops'  is  faulty.  Cloyne  is 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  CcuAe/,  not  of  Tuam ;  but  these  are 
matters  I  do  not  enter  into.     Adieu  I 

"  Tho.  Campbell.'* 


"  Dablin,  No.  28,  Dame-itraet,  April  I],  1TS8. 
"Dr.  Campbell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.Oough, 
and  assures  him  that  the  latter  part  of  the  '  Sketch  of  the 
History  of  the  Irish  Constitution'  has  been  ready,  at 
much  about  the  time  to  which  Mr.  Oou^h  limited  him, 
and  should  have  been  transmitted,  only  uiat  the  Doctor 
waited  to  see  those  sheets  which  he  was  told  were  com- 
posed. As  be  has  heard  nothing  of  them,  he  begins  to 
think  that  Mr.  Gough  does  not  mean  to  use  them ;  if  so, 
the  Doctor  requests  that  his  manuscript  may  be  returned." 

"  April  IS,  1788. 
*'  I  am  sorry  that  my  last  was  sent  in  the  manner  it 
was,  i.  e.  without  being  post-paid ;  had  your  letter  come  a 
day  sooner  it  should  have  been  otherwise,  and  our  com- 
munications  shall,  as  you  say,  be  in  future  upon  the  terms 
you  prescribe.  I  was  not  acquainted  with  your  corre- 
spondents in  Ireland;  hut  Ireland,  at  your  distance,  sub- 
tends but  a  small  angle  in  the  eye  of  an  Englishman. 
I  have  given  myself  much  trouble  and  some  expense  for 
the  credit  of  tbat  part  of  your  publication  which  relates  to 
that  country,  and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  expense  of 
not  four  ounces  (and  I  find  the  expense  is  but  two  shil- 
lings an  ounce)  could  be  considered  as  enormous,  at  the 
time  that  I  expected  to  pay  in  like  manner  for  your  trans- 
missions. I  began  to  suppose  that  my  labours  were  as 
heavy  as  those  of  any  otlier  of  your  correspondents ;  but 
'  I  have  been  candid  with  you,  as  to  the  '  Philosophical 
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Sorrey ;'  I  Hierefora  request  that  you  may  adopt  the  in- 
closed account  of  the  Round  Towers,  p.  482,  and  expunge 
the  last  paragraph  respecting  Raths. 

"Anxious  as  you  can  be  about  whatever  relates  to 
Ireland,  I  long  to  see  how  what  I  have  sent  yon  is  dis- 
posed of,  for  I  can  assure  yon  that  my  frieods  valoe  it 
more  than  T,  Campbell.** 


"  OIB,  Afta  S8U>,  1788. 

"  As  I  was  persuaded  your  limiting  me  to  a  month 
implied  your  intention  of  publishing  earlier  than  1  now 
find  you  do,  I  concluded  you  bad  gone  on  with  your  worlc 
without  WMting  for  my  Essay  on  its  Oovernment,  &c  and 
therefore  I  wrote  for  the  copy  which,  I  conceived,  could 
be  of  no  use  to  you ;  but  Mr.  Walker,  to  whose  acquaintsnce 
I  must  heartily  thank  you  for  having  introduced  me,  has 
given  me  the  proof  sheets.  I  could  have  vrished  that  the 
press  corrector  had  compared  them  with  the  copy,  and 
then  many  errors  would  nave  been  done  away,  so  that  I 
could  have  corrected  more  important  mistakes.  One  of 
these  occurs  in  the  third  paragraph  of  p^  485,  where  by 
applying  to  John  what  is  said  of  Richard  I.  strange  false- 
hood in  fact  is  produced,  but  this  I  have  supplied. 
There  is  another  of  a  different  sort  at  the  8th  paragraph 
of  page  484,  That  paragraph  seems  to  have  been  inten- 
tionEdly  mutilated,  on  account  of  the  sentiment  it  con- 
veyed. Now,  my  dear  Sir,  I  have  taken  some  paias  to 
compress  as  much  information  as  possible  into  so  small  a 
bulk,  and  I  have  given  my  name  (i.  e.  my  literary  credit) 
by  way  of  responsibility  for  these  my  sentiments,  or 
rather  indeed  for  the  authenticity  of  the  facts  conveyed; 
and  therefore  I  begged  of  Mr.  Walker  to  mention  to  you 
that  all  or  none  should  be  suppressed.  You  must  obsf^ve 
how  dispassionately  I  have  treated  this  subject.  I  have 
reprobated  our  idle  systems  of  antiquity,  and  have  com- 
bated Mr.  Molyneux  where  I  found  him  wrong — for  7Vo# 
7)friuav€  Jiterit  nulla  ducrimine  habebo.  I  thuefore  must 
insist  upon  it  that  there  be  no  suppressions  in  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  '  Sketch.'  As  to  the  8th  paragraph,  now 
printed  off,  I  am  willing  to  acquiesce,  as  it  will  read  as 
well  by  connecting  it  immediately  with  the  9tb,  so  that 
they  both  make  one  paragraph.  But,  for  the  future,  I 
trust  you  will  order  that  no  little  politician  about  the 
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press  shall  stifle  &ota,  or  eren  reflections  upon  them. 
Your  liberality  will  not,  I  trust,  impute  this  «ther  to  the 
fondness  of  an  author  or  the  native  warmth  of  an  Irish- 
man.  I  am  aware  of  both,  and  am  not  ignorant  that 
Ireland  is  not  an  enlightened  country,  and  I  wish  that 
we  were  all  as  the  English  are ;  but  that  some  individuals 
of  this  poor  country  may  know  aa  much  of  the  real  facts 
of  its  story  aa  those  who  despise  us  so  much  that  they 
will  not  be  at  the  trouble  to  know  the  truth,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  allow. 

"  Upon  perusing  the  whole  of  this  '  Sketch,'  I  trust 
you  wul  see  with  what  an  impartial  hand  it  is  drawn,  and 
that  nothing  more  can  be  left  out  than  what  has  been 
already  rejected  by  the  writer.  I  pointed  out  to  you  the 
inconsistencies  of  the  passages  which  had  been  collected 
in  the  first  sheets  you  sent  me.  And  for  the  reputation 
of  so  great  and  valuable  a  publication,  as  I  suppose  your 
Camden  will  prove,  I  was  in  a  great  hurry  to  give  you 
something  like  a  system  which  might  bear  the  test  of 
oritinsm — but  let  it  not  be  prejudged  by  your  composers 
of  the  press !  I  hope  I  have  not  said  too  much  on  this 
subject,  and  therefore  only  add  that  I  shall  be  exceedingly 
obliged  to  you  for  sending  back,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
Mr.  Walker,  the  sheets  now  corrected,  that  I  may  revise 
them.  I  go  to  the  country  in  a  day  or  two,  and  have 
given  my  direction  (to  Mr.  Walker)  near  Clones. 

"  I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Tho.  Camfbbll. 

"  P.S.  The  sheets  which  yon  sent  before  Christmas 
last  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hall,  Ba«nghaU  Street,  I  only 
received  last  week." 


Richard  Gouoh,  E^q.  to  Db.  Campbell. 

"Sib,  M«r  5,1786. 

"  Tour  letter  of  April  28,  received  this  morning,  con- 
vinces me  of  the  difficulty  of  our  coming  to  a  clear 
understanding  of  each  other.  When  I  hmited  you  to  a 
month,  I  certainly  meant  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 

Sroceed  with  printing  when  two  sheets  of  my  work  were 
etained  at  the  press  for  the  Memoir.  Had  you  sent  it 
to  me  complete,  by  the  mode  of  conveyance  I  pointed 
out,  aU  difficulty  would  have  been  removed,  and  the  whole 
worked  off  two  months  ago.     But  what  perplexes    me 


,..d:,i.  Google 


808  ILLUSTRATIONS   OP  LITERATURS. 

still  more  is  the  charge  of  matilation  and  alteration  which 
yoa  bring  against  my  composers ;  and  by  implicalioR 
■gunst  myself.  The  MS.  remaining  in  my  hands  has 
been  care^illy  compared  with  the  printed  copy  by  Mr. 
Oaseley  (who  brings  this  letter),  and  be  will  tell  you  there 
are  no  material  variations,  and  those  only  press  errors. 

"  In  what  you  call  the  third  paragraph  of  page  4S5,  no 
mention  is  made  of  John  or  Richard ;  the  eighth  para- 
graph in  page  484  was  in  the  MS.  exactly  as  printed. 
Ton  have  yourself  struck  oat  five  lines,  which,  as  far  aa 
I  can  read  them,  run  thus,  after  the  three  printed  ones : 

"  *  It  would  have  afforded  a  singular  spectacle  in  human 
nature  to  have  seen  such  a  promptitude  in  favour  of  laws 
utterly  unknown  as  theae ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  that  they  began  to  see  these  advantages ;  and, 
though  that  prince  wished  to  gratify  them  in  this,  he  was 
overruled  by  the  English  settlers,  who  rather  wished  to 
make  a  conquest  of  them  than  a  coalition  in  theirs.' 

"  If  this  IS  the  paragraph  you  refer  to,  the  mutilation 
is  Dr.  Campbell's,  not  mine.  Another  misconception 
conveyed  in  your  letter  implies  that  it  is  too  late  to  make 
any  alteration  in  my  sheets  containing  the  memoir,  whereas 
they  were  sent  to  you  for  the  express  purpose  of  altering 
them  as  you  pleased,  and  have  been  kept  waiting  all  this 
while ;  nor  are  they  yet  arrived  from  you.  The  moment 
they  come  I  will  attend  to  the  corrections.  I  hope  this 
will  be  su£Scient  to  convince  you  that  not  a  single  altera- 
tion or  omission  has  been  made  in  the  paper,  and  that 
you  will  do  me  the  justice  on  yourpart  to  explain  yonrs^ 
more  fully  in  a  future  letter." 


"  Sib,  Juiji,  nm. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  importune  you  so  frequentiy,  but,  as  I 
am  persuaded  you  do  not  mean  to  leave  your  observations 
on  the  Government  of  Ireland  incomplete,  I  trouble  you 
with  this  one  letter  more,  to  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
forward  the  remainder  the  6rst  opportunity  by  the  chan- 
nel of  conveyance  which  I  have  so  often  pointed  out  to 
you. 

"  I  hope  you  have  received  my  letter  of  May  S,  by  Mr. 
Ouaeley,  who,  I  understand,  is  arrived  in  Dublin,  and 
since  that  the  copies  of  the  two  hir  sheets  of  the  Obaerva- 
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lions,  and  that   Mr.  Oiueley  has  expliuned  matters  to 
yooT  satisiaction,  for  your  ohedient  humhle  serranl^ 

"  R.  GODGH." 


"  Sir,  Enfield,  Jane  4, 1T89. 

"  Having  at  length  puhliahed  the  new  edition  of  Cam- 
den's '  Britannia,'  which  ia  so  much  indehted  to  you  for 
your  particular  department,  allow  roe  to  present  you  with 
the  wnoje  of  it  relative  to  Irbland, 

"  I  hope  you  received  the  copies  you  desired  of  the 
'Eaaaj  on  its  Oovemment ;  and  I  oeg  to  subscribe  myself, 

"  Your  obliged  humble  servant,  R.  Googb." 


MEMOIR 


REV.  EDWARD  LEDWICH,  LL.D.,  F.S.A. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Ledmch,  LL.D.,  F.S.A.  of 
London  and  Edinburgh,  and  Member  of  most  of 
the  distrnguished  literary  societieB  of  Europe,  was 
a  learned  and  induetrious  antiquary  and  topo- 
grapher. He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  Fellow 
of  Trinity  college,  Dublin,  Vicar  of  Aghaboe  in 
Queen's  County,  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of 
Antiquaries  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy ;  and  for- 
merly a  resident  at  Oldglas,  Durrow.  In  1789 
Mr.  Gough  acknowledged  his  obligations  to  Mr. 
Ledwicb,  and  other  curious  gentlemen  of  Irdand, 
for  valuable  assistance  in  his  edition  of  Camden's 
"  Britannia." 

In  1790  this  learned  and  elegant  Antiquary 
published  a  most  valuable  volxmie,  entitled  "  Anti- 

VOL.   VII.  3  G 
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qulties  of  Ireland,"  and  which  came  out  in  num- 
bers, containing  a  large  collection  of  entertMning 
and  instructive  essays  on  the  remoter  antiquities 
of  that  island.  He  opened  his  work  with  sup- 
porting the  Scandinavian  origin  of  the  Irish, 
herein  differing  from  their  vulgar  national  tales 
concerning  Noah's  grand-daughters  Partholanus 
and  Milesius,  but  grounding  what  he  advanced  on 
the  succession  of  writers  from  Camden  to  Warton. 
For  having  called  in  question  the  legendary  his- 
tory of  St.  Patrick,  which  he  invalidated  as  a  fic- 
tion invented  long  after  the  time  when  he  is  said 
to  have  lived,  besides  critically  examining  the 
several  works  ascribed  to  him,  and  other  tales  of 
the  dark  ages,  he  was  attacked  by  some  Antiqua- 
ries of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  who 
allowed  their  bigoted  attachment  to  their  religion 
to  supersede  what  had  been  obtained  by  indefatiga- 
ble research.  This  opposition  was  predicted  by 
Mr.  Gough,  when  reviewing  the  work  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine,  on  its  first  appearance  (see 
vol.  LX.  p.  160). 

The  "  Antiquities  of  Ireland  "  were  well  spoken 
of  in  all  the  principal  Reviews.  Besides  Mr. 
Cough's  notice  of  it  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
(see  vol.  LX.  p.  150;  vol.  XCIL  p.  636,  et  seq.) 
it  was  commended  by  the  Analytical  Review  for 
May  1792  ;  the  Critical  Review  for  August  1792, 
and  in  the  Appendix ;  and  in  the  Monthly  Re- 
view  for  May  and  June  1793.  The  latter  Review 
observes : 

"  When  we  meet  with  a  professed  Antiquary,  who  is  at 
the  same  time  a  man  of  general  learning,  cultivated  taste, 
liberality  of  sentiinent,  end  a  correct  and  elegant  writer, 
we  accompany  him  in  his  literary  and  scientific  excursions 
with  ease  ana  peculiar  satisfaction.  Such  a  man,  such  a 
writer,  is  Mr.  Ledwich ;  whose  entertaining  and  instruc- 
tive performance  we  now,  with  sincere  pleasure,  introdace 
to  our  readers." 
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An  improTed  edition,  with  additions  and  correc- 
tions, of  "The  Antiquities  of  Ireland,"  was  pub- 
lished by  the  author  in  1804,  headed  by  a  numer- 
ous and  respectable  list  of  Subscribers,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory.  The  Preface 
will  inform  the  reader  of  the  contents  of  the 
work: 

"  The  public  aentdment  in  favour  of  the  first  edition  of 
these  Essays,  expressed  in  the  respectable  literary  jour- 
nals at  the  time  of  theii  publication,  encouraged  the 
Author  to  prepare  a  second,  with  considerable  aBditions 
and  corrections.  Most  of  the  additions  have  already  ap- 
peared in  the  works  of  the  different  learned  societies  of 
which  he  has  the  honour  to  be  a  member. 

"  That  on  the  origin  of  Saxon  and  Qotbic  architecture 
requires  perhaps  some  apology  for  its  introduction  here ; 
tboofjb  the  subject  seems  to  be  not  unconnected  with  the 
beautiful  specimens  of  these  styles  still  remaining  in  this 
kingdom, 

"  The  history  of  Kilkenny  is  an  attempt  to  trace  the 
beginning  and  progress  of  an  Irish  city  of  some  celebrity; 
and  contains,  probably,  some  memorials  that  may  interest 
curiosity.  Was  this  plan  generally  adopted,  materials 
would  be  collected,  valuable  to  future  historians  and  anti- 
quaries. The  few  topographical  antiquities  at  the  end 
were  printed  and  published  before  the  Author  undertook  to 
complete  Grose's  'Antiquities  of  Ireland,'  of  which  that 
am  iable  an  d  ex  eel  len  t  antiqu  ary  live  d  to  write  but  seven  pages . 

"The  view  of  society  and  manners  in  andent  Ireland 
is,  with  little  variation,  the  same  as  that  of  the  most 
polished  nations  of  modem  Europe  in  remote  periods. 
England,  the  bulwark  of  the  civilized  world,  can  behold 
without  emotion  or  maiaiatMe  honie  her  mental  and  politi- 
cal degradation  at  the  arrival  of  the  Romans,  and  smile 
with  contempt  at  the  flattering  fables  of  C^fi^  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

"Scotland,  celebrated  for  talents  and  accomplishments, 
and  rivalling  her  illustrious  sister  in  her  glorious  career, 
aasumes  no  pride  from  Bardic  tales,  or  the  pages  of  Hec-: 
tor  Boethius.  No  longer  is  the  wild  romance  of  Oeoffry 
Keating  the  heraldic  registry  of  the  Irish  nation  ;  its 
learning,  its  valour,  and  t&me  are  recorded  in  the  more' 
3  0  2 
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daring  monnmenta  of  true  history.  When  HibenuanS 
compare  their  present  with  their  former  condition ;  their 
jnst  and  eqoal  laws  with  thoae  that  were  nncertun  and 
capritnons ;  the  happy  aecurity  of  peace  with  the  miseriea 
of  barharoas  manners,  their  hearts  mast  overflow  with 
gratitude  to  the  Author  of  such  blessings ;  nor  will  they 
deny  their  obhgations  to  the  fostering  care  of  Bribun,  Uie 
happy  iostrament  for  conferring  them. 

"  In  a  work  embracing  such  a  variety  of  topics  errors 
wiQ  be  found;  the  learned  and  candid  can  beat  e  " 


the  difficulty  of  avoiding  them,  and  the  degree  of  indtd' 
gence  they  are  entitled  to.  The  Author  declines  hadEneyed 
apologies ;  in  their  place  he  begs  leave  to  conclude  wiui  » 
line  of  an  eminent  poet : 


When  the  late  celebrated  Captain  Grose  went 
to  Dublin  for  the  purpose  of  completing  hia  noble 
design  "  to  illustrate  the  Antiquities  of  England, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,"  he  formed  an 
acqumntance  with  this  gentleman,  urged  by  the 
above-mentioned  excellent  specimen  of  his  con- 
sanguinity in  authorship.  Upon  his  death,  which 
shortly  followed,  Dr.  Ledwich,  at  the  request  oi 
the  publisher,  became  the  editor  of  "  The  Anti- 
quitiea  of  Ireland,"  in  two  volumes,  4to. ;  and  with 
great  liberality,  and  the  utmost  success,  engaged 
in  the  laudable  design  of  completing  what  his  pre- 
decessor had  begun,  but  did  not  live  to  cany  it  on 
to  any  considerable  extent.  The  first  volume  of 
this  valuable  work  came  out  in  1/94,  and  the 
second  in  1796. 

'  The  Preface  to  this  valuable  work,  although  it 
is  generally  known  as  Grose's  Antiquities  of  Ire- 
land,* will  unfold  how  lai^e  a  share  belonged  to 
Dr.  Ledwich. 

*  The  pttta  of  Dmmcondrm  ChDrch  io  tbe  fint  Tolnma  at  ttoM  work  it 
piTticaluly  iiila«riing,  u  on  the  18th  of  May  I79I  were  depodled  then  lU 
iwoihwof  PrmehCtote,  Big.  The  fljiauB  of  C^tdnOfoee  there  gtwatopUaii 
M  bU  om  grave.  He  U  atandiiu-  with  hit  bw^  to  the  ipeelmtar.  "  Bit 
■ettal  enidownMiilt  and  lodal  qoalitiee  had  loDf  procared  Ub  the  adaba. 
don  of  the  public,  andendnred  Um  Ma  ....... 
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'  "After  having  ho  lately  experienced  indulgence  and 
tiTonrfrom  the  pablic,  it  is  with  reluctance  and  diffidence 
I  again  obtrude  myself  on  their  notice ;  a  few  words,  how- 
ever, seem  necessary  to  explun  my  connectiou  witJi  this 
WOT^,  and  tiie  manner  in  which  it  is  executed.  When  the 
late  Captain  Grose  had  finished  the  Antiquities  of  £ng- 
land,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  he  turned  his  eyes  to  Ireland, 
.  vho  seemed  to  invite  him  to  her  hospitable  shore,  to  save 
from  impending  oblivion  her  mouldering  monuments,  and 
to  unite  her,  aa  she  ever  should  be,  in  closest  associatioij 
vith  the  British  Isles.  The  Captain  arrived  in  Dublin  in 
May  179l>  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  completing  the 
noblest  literary  design  attempted  in  this  century.  As  I 
had  then  just  published  a  lai^e  Collection  of  Essays  on  the 
remoter  antiquities  of  Ireland,  he  naturally  sought  my  ac* 
quaintanoe  on  his  coming  to  this  tnty.  His  good  sense, 
easy  manners,  and  sportive  hilarity,  always  made  an 
instantaneous  siid  decisive  impression  in  his  favour;  I 
confess  I  was  pleased  and  flattered  by  his  application,  and 
permitted  him  to  draw  freely  on  the  littie  stores  I  pos- 
sessed. But,  alas !  death  closed  sU  our  pleasing  hopea 
before  the  end  of  the  month,  and  left  the  world  to  lament 
the  loss  of  the  eminent  abilities  and  social  qualities  of  this 
amiable  and  excellent  man. 

"  The  worthy  and  spirited  pubUsher,*  who  has  also  paid 
the  great  debt  of  nature,  immediately  solicited  my  aid  to 
carry  on  the  work,  Captun  Orose  having  written  and 
printed  but  seven  pages  of  Descriptions.  He  reminded  me 
of  the  promise  I  had  made  to  his  deceased  6riend,  aiid 
stated  the  large  sums  he  had  already  expended  in  paper 
and  engravings,  and  that  it  would  be  no  small  instance  of 
patriotism  to  stand  forward  on  this  occasion.  I  acquiesced, 
although,  besides  the  fatal  interruptaon  which  this  engage- 
ment gave  to  the  History  of  Ireland,  on  the  plan  of  Dr. 


monnmBDti  wu  noble  and  magniflcent ;  irbila  it  ibeved  the  Tut  opacitj  d 
hli  Ddnd,  the  eiMatUm  ol  it  demonitiBted  that  talenti  lika  hk  were  oalj 
adeqiu'eto  M)  udqaoa  in  nnderCaking.  Tbe  loTert  of  the  fine  trti  in  Ire- 
Und,  with  ■  genirwitj  becoming  ■  bi>Te  md  enlightened  people,  are  diori 
to  erect  a  moniuaent  to  bii  uemor;,  and  an  aoconnt  of  hia  lin  and  wiilin|» 
b  preparing  for  the  pablic. 


"  E.  LsbwiOH." 

*  Mr.  Samoel  Hooper.    See  Literat;  Aneodotea,  toL  III.  yo.  (MS,  658 
Tol.  Till.  pp.  588,  637,  696,  T23. 
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Henry's  History  of  England,  in  which  I  had  made  some 
progreas,  I  was  well  aware  of  the  difficnlty  of  the  under- 
taking. Ireland,  the  seat  of  turbulence  and  discord  for 
five  centuries,  and  attached  to  barharous  municipal  lavt 
and  usages,  which  occasioned  a  perpetual  fluctuation  ol 
property,  preserved,  except  imperfect  traditions,  but  few 
memorials  of  her  ecclesiastical  and  military  structures ; 
those  that  survived  the  ruins  of  time  and  internal  oonvul- 
sioni  being  sparingly  scattered  in  worm-eaten  records, 
and  on  the  pages  of  history.  The  labour  of  collecting  tlieae 
was  greater  than  those  who  have  not  made  the  experiment 
will  bolieve ;  and  after  all,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  the 
result  was  by  no  means  satisfactory.  I  speak  particularly 
of  the  history  of  our  castles.  Imperfect  as  these  accounts 
are,  they  will  be  found  of  some  v^ne  to  tlie  antiquary  and 
historian,  while  they  open  an  untrodden  path  to  future  and 
more  successful  inquirers. 

"  In  the  introduction  to  the  Pagan  and  Monastic  Anti- 
quities, I  have,  in  a  great  measure,  abridged  what  I  before 
gave  in  the  Essays,  because  my  mott  careful  researches 
supplied  nothing  more  apposite  or  authentic ;  the  Intro- 
duction to  the  Military  Antiquities  never  before  appeared. 
Prefixed  to  the  succeeding  volume  will  be  an  historical 
account  of  our  ancient  architecture  and  sepulchral  monu- 
ments. To  conclude,  I  beg  leave  to  join  my  moat  grateful 
acknowledgments  with  those  of  the  publisher  to  the 
Sight  Honourable  William  Conyngbam,  who,  with  unex- 
ampled munificence,  generosity,  and  patriotism,  bestowed 
his  noble  collection  of  drawings  for  the  use  of  this  work, 
and  at  the  same  time  indulged  me  with  free  access  to  his 
magnificent  library,  abounding  in  valaable  MSS.  and  books 
on  this  subject.  The  following  beautifol  views  are  the 
truest  panegyric  on  his  taste  and  love  of  the  arts. 
'  Ante  ocolm  interqaa  nuDiu  mat  otnni*  TMtm.* 

"  Edward  Lbdwich." 

In  the  same  year  that  the  second  Tolume  of  the 
above  national  work  was  published,  be  produced 
a  judicious,  informing,  uid  interesting  work,  in 
imitation  of  the  Scotch  clei^,  who,  under  the 
encouragement  of  Sir  John  Sinclur,  conducted 
their  statistical   inquiries  with    such  success  in 
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their  own  country.  It  was  entitled,  "  A  Statistical 
Account  of  the  parish  of  Aghaboe,  in  the  Queen's 
County"  1796,  8vo.  (see  Gent  Mag.  toI.  LXVI., 
p.  1101.) 

Besides  the  ahove  works,  he  contributed  to  the 
volumes  of  the  Archasologia,  a  "  Dissertation  on 
the  Reli^on  of  the  Druids,"  inserted  in  vol,  VII. 
p.  303 ;  and  *'  Observations  on  our  own  ancient 
Caiurches,"  vol.  VIII.  p.  165  to  194.* 

He  contributed  to  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Academy,  *'  A  Dissertation  on  a  Passage  in 
the  sixth  Iliad  of  Homer."  Vol.  IV.  p.  3.—"  Ob- 
servations on  the  Romantic  Historj'  of  Ireland." 
Ibid.  p.  2 1 . — *'  Arguments  to  shew  that  the  Saxon 
style  had  an  Eastern  origin."  Ibid.  vol.  III.  p.  60. 
"  In  the  first  volume  of  the  '  Anthologia  Hiber- 
nica'  there  are  some  ingenious  essays  by  him 
which  he  has  not  publicly  owned.  He  is  a  man 
of  genius  and  deep  eruditiDn  :  literature  has  many 
obligations  to  him."  -f- 

Mr.  Ledwich  was  a  member  of  a  little  society 
for  investigating  the  antiquities  of  Ireland,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  Right  Hon.  Wm.  B. 
Conyngham,  Teller  of  the  Exchequer  at  Dublin ; 
but  which  was  dissolved,  it  is  said,  in  consequence 
of  the  free  pleasantry  with  which  Mr.  Ledwich 
treated  certain  reveries  circulated  among  them, 
and  occasionally  alluded  to  in  his  Antiquities  of 
Ireland. 

Dr.  Ledwich  died  at  his  house  in  York-street, 
Dublin,  August  8,  1823,  in  his  84th  year.  He 
left  a  large  family.  One  of  his  daughters  married 
Mr.  Counsellor  Ridg^ay ;  and  another  married 
Robert  Mitford,  Esq.  a  relative  of  Lord  Redesdale. 

*  Some  remarki  on  Mr.  Ledwich's  p^per  on  tho  Crjpt  of  CinterbDT7 
Cathedral,  by  the  Rer.  S.  Dcddb,  kts  in  ArchrologU,  toI.  X.  p.  41.  Sm 
also  Literary  llluitrationi,  toL  VI.  p.  716. 

t  Hr.  3.  C.  Walker  to  Mr.  Knkertoii,  Not.  16,  1T94.  See  FinkwtoiL'i 
'Correipoiiilenca,  tol.  I.  p.  363.  ' 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
OF  De.  Lbdwich  with  Bishop  Percy. 

*'  Mt   Lord,  Tnaidir  ETCoing,  1T9S. 

"  I  take  the  llbertjr  of  inclosing  a  proof  of  the  Antho- 
loeia,  wherein  I  have  presumed  to  mention  your  Lord- 
ship. Be  so  good  aa  to  correct  what  you  mslik^  and 
return  it  this  evening  for  the  press. 

"The  person  to  whom  I  gave  verbal  argaments  against 
'Scrutator,'  has  as  yet  done  nothing.  I  myself  have  been 
labouring  from  five  every  morning  on  the  Introduction  to 
the  second  volume  of  Grose. 

"  Clinch,  the  author  of 'Freemasonry,*  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  geniuses  I  ever  knew.  I  had  him  with  me 
all  this  morning ;  his  knowledge  of  Greek  is  unrivalled ; 
and  of  every  other  branch  of  Literature,  beyond  concep- 
tion in  a  man  not  thirty. 

"E.  Lbdwicb.** 


"  Mt  Lord,  York-itnet,  Jime  39.  ITM. 

"Tour  Lordship  is  acquainted  with  Mr,  Stott  of  Dro- 
more;  a  man,  I  am  told,  of  some  talents,  and  in  the 
cambric  line.  I  have  a  son  whom  I  wish  to  put  to  the 
linen  business,  and  with  whom  I  am  willing  to  give  200J. 
as  an  apprentice  fee,  and  no  more ;  probably  Mr.  Stott 
could  inform  your  Ixirdship  of  an  industrious,  carefo],  and 
saving  master,  under  whom  he  might  not  only  learn  the 
business  but  economy.     The  boy  is  about  16. 

"  E.  Lbdwich." 

"  Mt  Lord,  Tork-tlraat,  Jane  29, 1T99. 

**  I  am  told  that  in  an  edition  of  Faulkner  printed  for 
the  country,  and  to-night's  post,  there  are  accounts  of 
four  or  five  of  the  French  Directory  dismissed  through 
the  Jacobin  faction  in  France,  now  predominant.  And, 
al«o,  that  the  Allies  have  penetrated  into  Dauphin^  I 
hope  these  thin^  are  true. 

"  I  am  your  Lordship's  very  ^tbful  and  obliged  sei^ 
Tant,  E.  Lbdwich." 

"  My  Lord,  /j,  u,  j799. 

**  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  good  news 
which  »  postscript  in  FaaUiner'a  conveys  this  night  to 
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every  loyal  anbject,  the  defeat  of  Ml^onald,  and  a  confu- 
tatioD  of  the  he  of  the  French  having  landed  troops  in 
Italy. 

"  However,  as  yet  matters  are  not  quite  dear,  and  the 
infernal  Jacobins  here  still  keep  ap  their  spirits,  and  ^ve 
artificial  ones  to  their  ilevet. 

"  You  have,  my  dear  Lord,  done  me  more  real  lund- 
Deas  by  yoar  obliging  interference  about  my  son  than  I 
have  received  for  five-and-thirty  years  of  bard  labour  in 
the  Charch  of  Ireland.  I  look  for  no  preferment ;  I  will 
accept  of  none ;  but  J  will  state  why  I  have  been  passed 
over  in  a  Preface  to  four  volumes  8vo.  of  my  Works, 
which  I  meditate.  I  will  likewise  freely  say,  why  the  first 
ecclesiastical  honours  were  not  conferred  on  your  Lord- 
ship. Unless  suddenly  called  away,  I  will  leave  a  permB- 
nent  memorial  of  my  love  and  esteem  foryonr  Lordship. 
"  E.  Lbdwich.'* 


"  Mt  XiOBD,  York  Straat,  Jnlr  18>  1T09. 

"  It  was  never  my  intention,  however  incorrectly  I 
might  have  expressed  myself,  to  mention  your  Lordship 
by  name  in  any  future  publication  of  mine :  a  thousand 
reasons  occor  to  prevent  a  prudent  man  from  holding  his 
friend  up  to  puolic  notice,  let  his  merits  he  ever  so 
striking  and  conspicuous.  I  hope  education  and  refine- 
ment will  never  he  carried  so  far  as  to  make  one  say,  he 
has  been  well  treated  when  he  has  been  severely  injured, 
or  extinguish  those  passions  implanted  in  the  human 
breast  for  wise  purposes.  Thank  Ood !  I  have  had  warm 
feelings :  I  shau  always  endeavour  to  control,  but  never 
annihilate  them. 

"  Mr.  Jonas  Stott  received  me  in  that  cordial  manner 
which  your  Lordship  would  wish,  and  promised  me  every 
ud.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  the  business,  or 
I  never  should  have  involved  your  Lordship  in  so  much 
trouble :  perhaps  a  little  perseverance  may  bring  it  to  a 
happy  termination.  Let  the  event  be  what  it  may,  I 
aball  ever  retun  a  grateful  sense  of  your  goodness. 

"  Sir  Richard  Muagrave,*  whom  I  see,  and  to  whom  I 

*  Sir  lUdwrd  Uoigriire.  Birt.  of  Torin,  co.  Waterfard.  He  dkd  April  6, 
181B.  Sm  an  iccotmt  of  him  In  Qmt.  Hig.  Tol.  LXXXYIH.  1.  381.  B« 
tmblbbed,  "  Lettin  on  the  preMnt  ittiution  of  Pablic  Affair*,"  ITM,  Bto. 
"  ConvdcndoDi  dd  tlie  prcMnt  ttote  of  England  and  Franoe,"  S<ro,  1786.—^ 
*■  Short  View  of  the  political  ritoation  of  the  Northern  Ponen,"  1801,  Sn. 
— "  Hemoir  of  the  dlffwent  Rebellion!  b  Ireland,  from  the  arriral  of  the 
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lend  books,  is  writing  hard,  and  I  am  coafident  will  pio< 
dnce  a  valuable  work :  his  engravingB  of  maps  and  por- 
traits will  greatly  enhance  its  value. 

"  Mrs.  Ledwich  begs  her  respectful  complimenta,  with 
your  Lordship's  very  faithful  seryant,        E.  Lbdwioh.'' 

"  My  Lobd,  York-flnet,  Jolj  23, 1799. 

*'  I  am  at  length  relieved  from  the  anxiety  of  settling 
my  son,  and  the  uneasiness  1  felt  for  all  your  kind  and 
obliging  trouble,  by  having  procured  him  a  good  sitaation 
about  Uiree  miles  from  Strabane. 

"  I  certainly  should  have  preferred  the  county  of  Down 
manufacture  to  that  of  Derry ;  however,  every  thing  de- 
inds  on  bis  own  exertions,  let  him  be  placed  wherever 
1  give  200  guineas. 

I  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  a 
match  for  one  of  my  daughters  with  an  ingenious  and  sen- 
sible lawyer,  and  in  good  business,  has  every  probability 
of  being  soon  concluded.  However  these  operations 
may  deprive  me  of  considerable  sums,  they  add  un- 
speakably to  mine  and  Mrs.  Ledwich's  happiness. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  your  Lordship  has  recollected, 
during  your  residence  at  Dromore,  to  inquire  about  the 
old  Insh  spoken  in  the  recesses  of  the  Moume  mountains; 
it  is  a  curious  subject. 

"  I  am,  my  Lora,  your  Lordship's  faithful  servant, 

"  E.  Lbdwicb." 

"  Mt  Lobd,  Yorlc-iCteet,  Wb  Angot  1799." 

"  Among  the  numberless  instances  of  your  Lordship's 
Und  regards,  I  reckon  your  congratulations  on  the  setUe- 
ment  of  my  son  and  daughter;  the  first  has  already  gone 
to  his  master,  and  the  other  will  probably  soon  remove  to 
a  new  and  excellent  house  in  Harcourt- street. 

"  The  Antiquary  is  also  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for 
the  pains  you  have  taken  to  ascertain,  and  indeed  to  place 
beyond  doubt,  the  reality  of  Round  Towers  being  origi- 
nally Belfries.  I  had  traced  the  general  opinion  of  their 
beinz  so  for  542  years ;  the  appearances  at  Downpatrick 
are  decisive  of  that  opinion,  and  are  easily  accounted  for. 
The  northern  pirates  plundered  and  burnt  the  town  of 

Englidi  i  wiih  ■  perticnlu'  detail  of  tbat  which  broke  out  in  179B,"  IBOI, 
4to;  2d  edition,  with  an  Appendix,  1B01 ;  3d  edition,  1802,  9  toIi.  8to.-^ 
"ObHTTahoai  on  the  Repljr  of  Dr.  Cauliidd,"  Bra.  IB03.— "  ObaemticiM 
onDr.  Drainsoole'aSpeecliBttheCRtluilicBoard,De«.a,  1813,"  18H,  Bro. 
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Down  in  940,  942,  988,  and  1015.  (Arclidall's  Monoat. 
p.  1 13.)  The  Round  Tower  at  Brechin  was  built  in  990. 
(Piakeiton's  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  p.  268.)  I  hare  shown  that 
oar  towers  were  in  erection  at  the  time  of  the  Scotish 
one,  probably  .a  century  earUer,  and  much  later  j  there- 
fore, the  Sown  Round  Tower  might  very  well  have  been 
constructed  on  the  wall  of  the  abbey  destroyed  by  the 
Northern  invaders.  It  is  extremely  grati^ing  to  be  able 
hiBtorically,  and  of  course  satisfactorily,  to  account  for 
these  remote  matters,  without  indulging  wild  conjectures, 
the  offspring  of  weak  intellects  and  indigested  learning. 

"  I  had  written  so  far,  when  your  Lordship's  uncom- 
monly kind  second  letter  arrived.  It  is  a  poor  and  inex- 
pressive representation  of  our  feelings  to  say  that  Mrs. 
Ledwich  and  I  shall  never  forget  your  Lordship's  good- 
ness. I  was  the  less  anxious  to|  accompany  my  son,  as 
a  cousin  of  his  had  served  his  time  to  the  same  master, 
and  reported  most  favourably  of  him  ;  besides,  as  he  was 
to  continue  but  a  month  or  two,  and  I  persoually  knew  Mr. 
Lindsay,  I  esteemed  it  the  less  necessary  to  go  down, 
especially  as  the  weather  has  been  incessantly  wet  and 
relaxing,  and  so  continuea.  My  daughter  is  not  yet  mar- 
ried, but  every  preliminary  is  arranged,  and  we  only  watt 
to  get  papers  from  lawyers. 

«  *  »  *  * 

"  I  am  grieved  to  inform  you  of  a  most  severe  loss  aus- 
tuned  by  poor  Joe  Walker,  by  the  burning  of  his  house 
last  week.  His  aged  father  was  unfortunately  tiie  author 
of  it,  and  is  since  dead,  having  been,  I  suppose,  greatly 
injured  by  the  fire.  His  loss  is  very  considerable,  parti- 
cularly in  hooka.  Between  your  Lordship  and  me,  I  lent 
him  by  mortgage  600/.  on  that  same  boose,  which  be  still 
owes  me. 

"  Have  the  goodness,  my  Lord,  to  accept  Mrs.  Led- 
wiob's  sincere  and  lively  gratitude,  with  that  of  yonr 
Lordship's  very  faithful  servant  E.  Lbdwigb." 

**  My  Load,  York.»t«et,  Abj.  17w. 

*<  I  beg  leave  to  return  the  inclosed,*  with  many  thanks. 
It  will  make  no  incurious  addition  to  the  Essay  on  the 
Round  Towers. 

"  I  lament  that  your  Lordship's  influence  does  not  ex- 
tend over  the  mountains  of  Moume,  as  I  am  sure  it  would 
*  The  fbllowing  Letter  of  Hr.  Dnbonrdein. 
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call  forth  some  curious  particulars  respecting  tlie  language 
and  manners  of  the  natives. 

"  The  writers  in  the  ages  of  Elizabeth  and  Jamea  I. 
roeaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Down  and 
Antrim,  call  a  part  of  them  '  Red-shanks,*  On  looking 
into  Camden,  I  see  a  foolish  etymology,  that  they  were  >o 
calle  dfrom  Rheuda,  leader  of  a  Scotish  colony.  Red-shanki 
are  two  Anglo-Saxon  words,  and  reuda,  or  rather  riaff&Of  is 
Irish,  and  means  the  conqueror  or  subduer.  Ruadh  ia  idao 
valiant  and  strong.  But  ruudA  also  denotes  in  Irish,  red ; 
and  the  Danes  say,  eg  rioda, — I  make  red.  But  what 
shall  we  do  with  'shanks?'  Here  Camden,  and  every 
writer  who  depend  on  and  stretch  etymologies  &rther 
Ulan  they  will  bear,  must  endanger  his  credit. 

*'  I  find  a  very  good  writer,  who  dedicates  bis  '  History 
of  Great  Britain'  to  Henry,  son  of  the  elder  James,  con- 
stantly discriminating  between  the  Irish,  Scots,  and  Red- 
shanks ;  the  latter  were  Hcts.  In  his  translations  £rom 
Claudian,  the  *  Scriptores  panegyrici,'  and  others  where 
Picti  are  used,  he  interprets  by  '  Red-shanks.'  Lewis  ia 
the  author  of  this  work. 

"  Your  Lordship  knows  very  well,  that  Pictish  was  a 
dialect  of  the  Scandinavian ;  it  therefore  cannot  be  won- 
dered at  that  Celtic  should  be  unknown  in  the  settlement 
of  the  Red-shanks,  for  the  latter,  more  warlike  and 
improved,  drove  the  timorous  Celts  to  remoter  parts. 

"  On  what  occasion,  at  what  time,  and  from  what  car- 
cnmstance  the  IHcts  got  the  soubriquet  of  Red-shanks  I 
have  not  discovered ;  but  Lewis,  who  was  a  man  of  learn- 
ing, saw  clearly  that  the  Hcts,  who  were  Lowland  Scots, 
were  not  the  same  race  as  the  Scots  of  the  Highlands,  for 
they  spoke  different  lang;uages ;  nor  were  they  Irish,  for 
they  inhabited  a  different  isle.  Perhaps  your  Lordship's 
extensive  reading  may  enable  you  to  throw  light  on  this 
subject.  I  apprehend  the  unintelligible  language  of  4iie 
mountains  of  Moume  may  be  verv  old  Irish,  from  the 
natives  being  driven  there,  or  a  gooa  remains  of  the  I^ct- 
ish,  said  to  be  long  extinct.  I  wish  something  could  be 
done  as  to  inquiry. 

"  It  is  confidentiy  said  Lord  Comwallis  has  been  sent 
for  from  his  tour,  as  the  French  are  coming. 

"  I  am  your  Lordship's  very  ^thfnl  servant, 

"  E.  Lbdwiob." 
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JoBN  DuBOURDBiN  to  Biabop  Pbbot. 
"  Mt  Lobd,  AniwbUt,  Jooe  20, 1799. 

"  In  compliance  with  your  Lordship's  desire,  I  sit  down 
to  relate,  as  well  aa  I  can  at  this  distance  of  time,  what  I- 
saw  in  1790,  immediately  after  the  demolition  of  the 
Round  Tower  which  stood  adjoining  the  ruins  of  the  old 
Abbey  of  Downpatrick.  Happening  to  go  into  the  church- 
yard just  as  the  foundation  of  the  Bound  Tower  was  cleared 
away,  I  observed  underneath  the  tower  part  of  a  wall, 
evidently  a  continuation  of  the  wall  of  the  old  cathedral 
or  abbey.  It  immediately  struck  me  that  the  Round 
Tower  must  have  been  buut  upon  the  rains  of  part  of  the 
cathedral ;  Mr.  Lilly,  the  architect,  who  was  present,  had 
the  same  idea,  who  likewise  pointed  out  to  me  the  conti- 
nuation of  a  wall  in  the  same  line  considerably  further.  I 
find  that  it  was  likewise  seen  by  several  other  persons,  as 
the  circumstance  happened  during  the  spring  assizes. — I 
have  drawn  the  underneath  sketch,  which  1  think  is  nearly 
the  situation  of  the  different  foundations. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship'a 
most  obedient  humble  servant,      John  Dubodbdbin?'  ' 

Dr.  Lbdwich  to  Bishop  Fbbct. 

"  Mt  Z/OBD,    .  York-itreat,  Aug.  It,  1803. 

*'  I  am  just  returned  from  a  long  journey  to  the  conntf 
of  Derry,  where  I  went  to  take  possession  of  a  small  estate^ 
under  a  decree  of  Chancery.  I  wished  frequently  I  could 
have  made  it  any  way  convenient  personally  to  have 
thanked  your  Lordship  for  all  your  kindness.  If  I  sbonld 
go  down  next  year,  I  will  pay  my  respects  at  Dromore. 

"On  arriving  in  the  ci^,  every  one  asked  me  whether 
I  had  seen  the  valuable  Irish  antiques.  I  immediately 
went  to  DeLandre,  a  goldsmith  in  Skinner>iow,  and  there 
indeed  I  was  astonished  at  the  solid  ponderous  mass  of 
gold  and  silver,  valued  at  800/.  I  suppose  GOOl.  of  it  ia 
in  gold.  There  is  a  solid  ingot  of  silver,  mn  rough  Arom 
the  melting-pot,  of  about  two  pounds  weight,  with  a  rude 
relievo  mark,  as  is  on  pigs  of  lead;  neither  letters  or  any 
thing  like  them.  The  rest  of  the  silver  is  as  rude,  but 
flatted,  of  the  thickness  of  a  common  plate,  and  the 
breadth  of  an  iron  hoop,  cut  off,  and  made  into  circles  of 
about  six  or  seven  inches  diameter ;  these  have  rude  in- 
dents, significant  of  nothing,  with  sandy  surfaces,  clearly 
from  the  mdting  pot  and  table  on  which  they  were  miu 
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The  gold  w&s  found  with  the  ailTer.  Now,  from  the  ob- 
vioaa  appearance  of  the  silver  ingot  and  silver  rings,  1  Uy 
it  down  as  almost  certain  that  Uiey  are  the  production  (m 
a  country  where  gold  and  silver  mines  abound. 

**  The  gold  are  elliptical  circles,  and  omanienta  (or  the 
wrists,  a  small  hand  hardly  going  through  them ;  some  are 
quite  plain  ;  othen  (suppose  on  the  top  of  the  wrist)  are 
nat,and  better  than  an  inch  wide,  and  with  a  beaded  mould- 
ing and  a  zigzag  or  chevron  ornament.  They  singly  arc  of 
considerable  weight,  and,  as  three  are  soldered  together, 
they  must  be  too  heavy,  and  the  wearers  must,  to  speak 
with  Shakspeare, '  sit  state-statues  only.' 

"  If  possible  I  will  get  drawings  of  these  things  for  you. 
Vallancey  for  once  coincides  with  me,  that  they  are  orna- 
ments for  the  wrists. 

"  The  person  who  sold  them  to  De  Landre  ^ther  knew 
not  or  would  not  tell  firam  whom  he  got  them,  or  exactly 
where  found.  However,  De  Landre  did  say  to  me  that 
they  came  carelessly  in  the  boot  of  a  coach  from  Con- 
naught.  I  believe  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  any  report. 
Certainly  no  mine  has  been  discovered  to  supply  siudt  a 
solid  mass  of  gold  and  silver;  whether  they  came  into  this 
isle  by  pirates,  shipwreck,  or  other  unknown  means,  can- 
not now  be  ascertained.  There  are  no  marks  by  letters, 
date,  workmanship,  &c.  to  supply  data  to  proceed  in  any 
investigation.  The  only  datum,  in  my  mind,  is  the  rude 
and  rough  state  of  the  silver,  and  the  gold  being  found 
with  it.  If  any  thing  furtiher  should  occur  to  gratify 
cariosity,  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  it;  and  am,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  very  obliged  and  fsithful  servant, 
"  E.  Lbdwich.'* 

"  My  Lord,  Toricttnct,  ssih  Aq(.  isoi. 

*'  I  am  just  honoured  with  yours,  and  am  happy  to  tell 
your  Iiordship  and  tiie  very  ingenious  and  respectable 
Dr.  Anderson,  that  yesterday  Mr.  fieauford,  who  gave  s 

Esper  in  my  '  Antiquities'  on  Irish  Muuc,  put  into  my 
ands  a  MS.  with  this  titie,  '  Notes,  Critical,  Hiatorica^ 
and  Explanatory,  of  the  Poems  of  Oasian,  as  published 

g  James  Macpherson,  Esq.  compared  with  the  original 
■e  and  Irish  Poemt.  By  Wuliam  Beanford,  AM.' 
These  notes  in  MS.  make  forty-eight  quarto  pages,  with 
*  A  Map  of  the  scene  of  action  described  in  the  3d,  411), 
5th,  and  6th  books  of  Mngal.*    Also,  another  '  Miqa  of 
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the  scene  of  KCtdon  described  in  the  1st,  2d,  and  part  of 
the  5th  and  6th  books  of  Fingal,  and  the  death  of  Cu- 
cbullin,*  Also,  '  A  Plan  of  the  Hill  and  Isle  of  Allun, 
county  of  Kildare,  the  scene  of  action  of  Temora.' 

"  There  are  two  drawings ;  Cloch-morket,  a  rocking- 
stone,  on  the  hill  of  Skrine,  county  Sligo ;  and  Cloch-glas, 
a  stone  circle  on  the  lands  of  Tyrrego,  in  same  county; 
these  to  make  one  plate.  Another  plate  haa  also  two 
drawings :  Cachullin's  grave,  a  stone  circle,  twenty-seven 
feet  diameter,  on  the  strand  of  Tyrrego  bay ;  and  Oscar's 
tomb  and  Bran's  cave  at  Allain.  These  five  plates  are 
beautifully  executed,  and  are  given  to  illustrate  the  poema. 
I  say  executed  as  to  the  manual  part,  for,  not  having 
seen  the  originals,  I  bv  no  means  vouch  for  them. 

"  I  shall  take  tiie  Uoerty  (perhaps  an  indelicate  one)  of 
transcribing  a  few  lines  from  Mr.  Beauford's  introduction 
to  his  notes  for  your  Lordship's  and  Dr.  Anderson's 
satisfaction. 

" '  In  respect  to  the  origin  and  era  of  these  old  Ballads, 
they  are  rather  from  Caledonia  than  Ireland;  nor  was 
the  supposed  author,  by  birth,  an  Irishman ;  for,  accord- 
ing to  toe  annals  of  l^gemach  and  Ulster,  Oisin  M'Ois- 
gar  was  a  chief  of  Angus  in  Argyle,  and  slain  in  the  year 
650,  being  active  against  the  Picts.  He  was  much  cele^ 
brated  by  the  bards  in  his  own  and  subsequent  ages,  but 
it  is  not  certain  that  the  old  chieftain  was  either  a  poet 
or  musician.  Erse  poems,  however,  under  his  name^ 
were  brought  to  Ireland  by  the  Erse  Bonaghts,  serving 
under  the  O'Nials.  New  versions  of  these  oral  ballads^ 
with  considerable  additions  and  improvements,  were 
made  by  Tomo  Egis,  a  celebrated  bard,  whose  hmily 
flourished,  according  to  the  annals  of  Tigemac,  about  the 
year  1426.  Collections  of  the  poems  attributed  to  Os^ 
sian,  but  composed  by  Tomo  Egis,  their  real  author> 
were  made  by  the  Bardic  College  of  Erris,  in  the  county 
Mayo,  early  in  the  sixteenth  century.' 

"  He  then  gives  the  names  or  titles  of  these  collections, 
and  adds  *  that  numbers  of  these  were  carried  into  the 
Highlands  and  Western  Isles  by  the  returning  BonaghtSi 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  became  the  original 
of  those  poems  found  there.' 

"  These  extracts  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  author's 
sentiments.  Though  Mr.  Beauford  has  been,  for  above 
five-and-twenty   years,  my  very  worthy  and    ingenious 
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Mend,  yet  I  owe  too  mach  to  honour  and  my  own  Tqpn- 
tation  to  diasemble  my  opinion  of  these  notes. 

"  Mr.  Beauford,  for  instance,  commenting  on  the  name 
UUin,  says,  *  Ullin,  by  Mr.  Macpherson,  is  made  to  ngnif^ 
all  the  north  of  Ireland,  but  in  the  Irish  poems  and  HSS. 
it  signifies  only  the  county  Down.'  Here  passages  JTom 
the  original  should  have  been  produced  to  prove  it.  Hie 
same  short  reference  to  the  Erse  poems  is  constantly  made. 
Let  Mr.  Beauford's  authority  be  ever  so  respectaole,  he 
never  will  satisfy  the  Judicious  antiquary  withoot  Irish 
and  Erse  citadons.  I  have  not  seen  him  to  inquire 
whether  he  could  supply  these ;  if  he  can,  Mr.  Macpner- 
son's  own  compositions,  his  imitationB  and  translatioM^ 
will  each  appear  prominent  ftom  Mr.  Beauford's  notes. 
Whether  1  am  correct  in  this  idea,  your  Lordship  and 
Dr.  Anderson  are  best  able  to  determine. 

"  Mr,  Beauford  has  opened  a  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Morrisoa  of  Perth,  a  spirited  publisher,  to  whom,  if 
encouraged,  he  intends  sending  these  notes  for  a  new 
edition  of  Ossian ;  therefore  your  Lordship  and  Dr.  An- 
derson will  see,  that  what  I  have  written  is  in  profound 
confidence.  X  understand  he  expects  for  the  HS.  and 
five  drawings  twenty  guineas ;  they  are  certainly  extremely 
curious,  and  give  quite  a  new  view  of  the  poems  and  Mr. 
Macpherson's  operations. 

"  It  would  have  given  me  resl  pleasure  to  be  aUe  to 
assist  Dr.  Anderson  s  inquiries  from  my  collections,  but 
unfortunately  I  have  notlung  in  that  hne.  If  your  Lord- 
ship will  have  the  goodness  to  express  to  him  my  hap- 
piness at  seeing  him  in  York  Street,  if  he  viute  our  nty, 
1  shall  acknowledge  it  as  a  singular  fevour. 

"  Vallancey's  ungentlemanuke  treatment  of  every 
writer  dissenting  from  him,  and  his  monstrous  absurdities, 
induced  me  to  twit  him  a  little  under  the  signature  ol 
Otho,  in  Dr.  Campbell's  '  Strictures,'*  in  a  jocular  way. 
Mr.  Beauford  was  more  serious,  under  (he  signature  <rf 
Veritas. 

"  The  gorget  metamorphosed  into  the  Urim  and  llium- 
mim,  is  to  be  found  in  the  thirteenth  number  of  the  '  C<d- 
lectanea,'  by  Vallancey,  with  the  certificate  of  Heideck,  a 
Jewish  Rabbi,  in  London.  ' 

'    "  In  all  the  statistical  accounts  he  has  most  imperti- 
nently foisted  in  his  nonsense. 

*  See  p.  7U. 
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*'  I  entreat  your  Lordship  to   present  my  respectful 
complimeats  to  Dr.  Anderson,  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  obliged  and  faithful  servant^ 
"  Edward  Ledwicb," 

"  ToA-itre«t,  6th  Oct  1808. 

*<  It  was  a  pleasant  circtunstance,  my  Lord,  to  receive 
your  favour  and  a  letter  from  Dr.  Anderson  by  the  same 
post,  as  it  enables  me  to  say  that  the  Doctor  had  a 
remarkably  fine  passage  of  thirty  hours  to  Saltcoats.  He 
very  warmly  expresses  his  sense  of  your  kind  attentions, 
and  the  friendly  and  hospitable  treatment  he  met  with 
from  TOur  friends, 

"  Your  Lordship,  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company 
and  conversation  for  some  time,  must  certainly  be  a  better 
judge  of  his  talents  and  accomplishments  than  I  can  be 
from  a  transient  intercourse.  I  remember  I  touched  on 
some  points  of  critical  and  classical  learning,  and  I  thought 
I  perceived  they  were  not  familiar  to  him.  The  proof  of 
the  contrary,  and  to  which  you  refer  me,  I  at  present  can- 
not avail  myself  of,  as  the  inclosed  proposal  will  evince. 

"  My  h^th  has  been  shaken  ver^  much  within  this 
month,  not  from  any  chronic  infirmity  or  disorder,  but 
from  long  wet  and  moist  weather,  which  has  superinduced 
a  listlessness  and  debility  in  literary  exertions.-  This 
happens  unfortunately  at  present ;  for,  though  I  have  an 
overfiow  of  materials,  I  can  compose  nothing.  I  flatter 
myself  that  by  the  aid  of  Dr.  Percival  1  am  somewhat  better. 

"  Dr.  Anderson  has  desired  Mr.  Beauford  to  draw  on 
Mundell  and  Sons  for  £20,  for  his  *  Essay  on  Ossian.' 
The  Doctor  unfortunately  did  not  see  Mr.  Beauford,  so 
that  the  credit  of  his  Essay  rests  on  me.  This  I  very 
sensibly  feet,  and  I  must  beg  leave,  as  some  exoneration 
from  such  responsibility,  to  remind  your  Lordship  that, 
as  a  man  of  truth  and  honour,  I  wrote  you  very  freely  my 
sentiments,  which  I  presume  you  communicated  to  the 
Doctor.  If  the  Essay  should  not  be  satisfactory,  I  am 
&r  from  being  instrumental  in  improperly  serving  my 
friend,  and  in  such  an  event  I  hope  I  may  he  permitted 
to  apjjeal  to  your  Lordship  and  my  letter.  Before  the 
Essay  is  sent,  honour  me  with  your  sentiments  for  my 
conduct. 

"  Dr.  Ryan  *  desires  I  may  present  his  respects  to  your 
*  Sa  before,  p.  1B3. 

VOL.   VII.  3   H 
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Lordship,  and  infbna  you  that  he  has  left  hia  work  wHli 
me,  very  handsomely  bound.  I  could  but  slifhUy  look 
over  it,  and  it  appears  to  be  laboriously  collected  and 
well  arranged,  and  to  contain  some  valuable  informalioa* 
He  certunly  has  uncommon  merit,  as  by  his  publications 
and  other  attentions  he  has  created  a  permanent  fund  for 
the  sick  poor  of  his  parish  of  £60  a-year. 

"  Mr.  Caldwell  is  returned  from  Kngland. 

"  Mrs.  Ledwich,  with  the  utmost  gratitude,  adcnow- 
ledges  your  kind  remembrance  of  Master  Thomas ;  and  I 
am,  my  Lord,  very  feithfully  your  obedient  servant, 

"  E.  Lbdwich." 

"  Mt  Lord,  Tork-rtrtet,  Oct.  M,  180». 

"  I  should  have  given  some  account  of  Dr.  Anderson, 
bat  I  knew  Joe  Walker  superseded  the  necessity  of  my 
troubling  you.  However,  I  b^  to  offer  my  best  thanks 
for  the  favour  of  the  Doctors  acquaintance,  whom  I 
fotmd  a  very  intelligent  and  correct  man.  He  dined  widi 
me,  and  every  poUte  attention  I  paid  him.  His  literary 
talents  are  considerable,  but,  in  a  short  intercourse,  1 
could  not  discover  much  genius  or  very  profound  learning ; 
probably  I  am  mistaken.  I  certainly  never  will  form 
my  judgment  from  the  report  of  such  holiday  scholars  as 
Joe  W^er ;  and  I  hope  he  has  not  formed  lus  opinion  of 
the  literature  of  the  country  from  some  trifling  specimens 
he  met  here. 

"The  extract  from  Merula,  which  you  wish,  should 
have  been  most  cheerfully  transcribed,  but  I  have  disposed 
of  that,  with  nearly  4000  volumes,  having  no  room  evm 
for  my  children.  I  beg^n  to  feel  t^eir  loss,  as  I  have  an 
intention  to  give  a  new  edition  of  my  'Antiquities.'  Camp- 
bell's '  Strictures'  are  scarce.  I  have  a  person  on  the 
inquiry.  Campbell  was  my  particular  fitiend  for  near  SO 
years.  His  'Strictures*'  are  a  hasty  performance.  I- 
pointed  out  some  hundreds  of  necessary  corrections ;  and 
one  day,  from  twelve  tiU  we  went  to  dinner,  I  spent  in 
authenticating  what  I  objected  to ;  had  he  lived,  I  am 
sure  he  would  have  new-written  the  whole.  The  book- 
sellers are  about  a  new  edition,  and  b^  my  astdstance; 
this  I  would  willingly  give,  but  there  are  too  many  things 
rash  and  unfounded  to  correct,  which  would  injure  tbe- 
reputstion  of  the  man  I  very  much  esteemed. 
•  8«ep.  765. 
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"SirIUchard*hasas  yet  relinquished  the  defence  of  his 
History.     [  hope  it  will  not  be —  hte  nuffte  in  teria  ducunt. 
"  I  am,  my  Lord,  very  truly  your  fiuthful  serranl^ 

"  E.  LSDWIOH." 


"  Mt  LoBD,  York-slrwt,  Jan.  12,  1803. 

**  Sincerely  wishing  you,  my  Lord,  and  family,  many 
happy  returns  of  the  season,  permit  me  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  safe  delivery  of  Mrs.  Meade,  announced  in  the 
papers. 

*'  During  term  I  have  heen  deeply  engaged  in  the 
courts  of  Uw,  and  when  they  were  up,  my  'Antiquities' 
vent  to  press ;  so  that  I  have  heen,  and  am  likely  for 
some  time  to  h«,  in  a  perpetual  hurry. 

"  I  stated  to  Dr.  Anderson  my  thoughts  on  Mr.  Beau- 
ford's  Essay ;  have  ^eard  nothing  since,  and  hope  it  has 
dropped. 

*'  Sir  Ridiard*  has  been  near  two  months  in  the  coun- 
try, and  not  yet  returned.  He  has  been  called  on  by  one 
Hay,  whose  brother  of  relation,  I  believe,  was  hanged 
in  Wexford,  and  I  understand  he  has  repUedin  the  Even- 
ing Post,  hut  1  have  not  seen  it.  I  suppose  he  will  remain 
till  the  Waterford  Special  Assizes  are  over,  and  will  cer- 
tainly pick  up  some  curious  anecdotes. 

*'  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  Campbell's  *  Strictures,'  but 
am  on  the  look  out.  Dr.  Ryan's  bookt  is  here  above  a 
month,  waiting  your  messenger.  It  is  extremely  well 
spoken  of  both  here  and  in  England,  and  deservedly;  as 
it  supplies  one  capital  desideratum  in  support  of  Christi- 
anity— its  inflnence  on  mankind  clearly  above  that  of  any 
other  religion.  The  corrections  and  additions  are  very 
considerable,  ao  as  almost  to  make  it  a  new  work. 

"  When  I  come  to  detail  our  early  Christianity,  it 
Tould  he  highly  valuable  to  be  able  to  produce  any  re- 
mains of  Pelagius,  which  your  Lordship  supposed  to 
exist  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Brownlow.  I  would  most  wil- 
Ungly  pay  for  a  large  extract,  such  as  I  could  point  out, 
and  for  a  fac-aimile  of  the  writing.  Perhaps  some  neigh- 
bouring clergyman  would  undertake  the  trouble,  and 
accept  the  gratuity.  It  would  be  creditable  to  all  parties> 
and  an  important  addition  to  the  'Antiquities.' 

•  MniinTe.     See  p.  818.  t  S«e  pp.  IW,  825. 
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I  hear  Dr.  Beaufort^  vho  published  a  Map  and  Memoir 
of  Ireland,  is,  in  concert  with  his  ion  in  law,  Mr.  Edge- 
worth,  about  an  Irish  Camden,  and  has  received  encoa- 
ragement  in  London  for  an  improved  account  of  Ireland. 
From  Beauforf  s  abilities  and  time  of  life,  I  have  but  a  poor 
opinion  of  the  execution.  That  the  E^geworths  can  scrib- 
ble a  great  deal  on  nothing  there  are  abundant  proo&. 

"  Master  Thomas  presents  his  moat  dutiful  reapecta,  as 
does  Mrs.  Ledwich,  with,  my  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's  faithful  and  obliged  servant, 

"E.  Lbdwicb." 

"  My  LobD,  Tork-itnet,  Feb.  S,  ISOS. 

.  "  I  would  have  sooner  answered  your  last  favour,  and 
acknowledged  with  infinite  gratitude  tout  veiy  kind  invi- 
tation, but  I  wished  to  give  you  satis^tion,  and  to  see 
with  certainty  what  might  be  expected  from  Mr.  Brown- 
low'a  MS.  , 

"  Marias  Mercator,  contemporary  with  St.  Austin,  vu 
the  bitter  opponent  of  Pelagms  and  his  dt^mas.  lie 
Jesuit  Qamer  published  his  work  at  Paris  in  1673,  and 
therein  collected  &om  Jerome,  Austin,  Orosius,  and  Gen- 
nadius  every  thing  he  could  find  about  Pelagius  and  hta 
heresy;  and,  besides  numerous  extracts  from  the  forgoing 
authors,  he  has  inserted  the  following  only  complete  works 
of  the  heresiarch  extant. 

"  '  Libellua  de  Fide.' 

"  *  De  Institutione  Viiginia.' 

"  '  Expositiones  in  Epistolas  ApostolL' 

"  If  the  widely-extended  Society  of  Jesuits,   and  the 

libraries  on  the  Continent,  supplied  nothing  more  than 

what  haa  been  given  by  Gamer,  I  despair  of  finding  any 

,  thing  new  at  Lurgan.*    The  MS.  there  probably  contains 

some  of  the  foregoing  tracts.   ' 

"  But,  my  Lord,  I  am  no  further  concerned  with  Pd»- 
l^us,  who  was  a  British  monk,  than  as  he  was  connected 
with  Celestaus,  an  Hibernian,  and  his  bosom  friend;  and 
in  Gamer  I  find  many  anecdotes  respecting  bini,  which 
will  make  a  pretty  article  in  the  Literary  History.  So  that 
your  Lordship  perceives  into  what  annecessary  trouble  I 
would  have  fallen  for  want  of  proper  conaideratioo ;  for,  in 
fact,  had  1  the  Lurgan  MS.  I  could  not  introduce  it.  It 
might  do  for  an  Academy  Essay. 

*  The  (Mt  (^  Mr.  BiowbIov.    Sae  p.  8X7. 
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"  What  excited  a  wish,  at  fint,  was  a  desire  to  acquire 
some  knowledge  of  the  pursuits  of  Irish  literati  in  the 
middle  ages,  and  of  Celestius,  Garner  satisfies  me  fully 
as  to  the  last,  and  the  former  I  must  make  out  as  well  aa 
I  c&D.  If  the  genealogy  of  the  MS.  could  be  traced  to 
any  monastery,  or  its  age  ascertuned,  and  that  it  was 
written  in  Ireland,  it  might  be  a  matter  of  curiosity  to 
mention  it. 

"  We  are  going  on  but  slowly  with  the  '  Antiquities,' 
having  printed  not  more  than  about  eight  quarto  sheets ; 
bat  I  have  now  set  two  presses  at  work.  The  Analytical 
Review  observed  the  want  of  connection  in  the  Essays, 
and  very  truly ;  but  he  did  not  know  that,  in  a  novel  un- 
dertaking, to  continue  one  subject  too  long  would  infalli* 
bly  pall  the  public  appetite.  However,  I  have  at  present 
aUended  to  connection,  and  as  much  as  possible  made 
one  E^say  hang  as  a  link  from  the  foregoing.  .  Here  are 
the  Essays  printed  >— 

"  1.  '  On  the  Romantic  History  of  Ireland.* 
.    "  2.  *  Ancient  Notices  respecting  Ireland,  and  of  the 
Kame  of  the  Isle.' 
*  "  3.  '  Of  the  Colonization  of  Ireland.' 

"  4.  *  Of  the  Druids  and  their  Religion.' 

"  5.  '  Of  the  Pagan  State  of  Ireland,  and  its  Remains.' 

"  6.  Of  the  Introdaction  of  Christianity,  and  of  St. 
Patrick.' 

"  7-  *  Anecdotes  of  Early  Christianity  in  Ireland.' 

"8.  *  Of  the  Ori^n  and  Progress  of  Monachism.' 

"9.  'Of  the  Culdees  and  Monaincha-' 

''The  corrections  and  additions  make  it  almost  a  new 
work.  Without  great  injury  to  the  printer,  I  could  not  bs 
absent  one  day. 

"  Mrs.  L.  is  equally  grateful  with  me  for  your  Lord- 
ship's goodness,  and  we  both  join  in  lamenting  most  sin- 
cerely the  state  of  Mrs.  Percy's  health,  which,  from  what 
Dr.  Anderson  told  us,  we  hoped  was  re-established.  The 
unceasing  wet  weather  has  occasioned  a  morbid  atmo- 
Bphere,  and  sickness  has  been  general  through  the  kingdom. 
We,  thank  God,  have  escaped  tolerably  well.  I  am,  my 
LonI,  your  very  ^thfiil  and  obliged  servant, 

"E.  Lbdwioh." 

'*  My  Lobd,  Feb.  S3,  lew. 

*'  It  is  with  great  concern  I  inform  you  of  the  death  of 
our  little  infant,  Thomas,  aged  sixteen  months.     He  first 
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was  gTeattf  distressed  by  teetli ;  next  he  got  an  ei»deiiuc 
catarrh ;  and  oa  these  the  hooping  cough.  It  is  no  wonder 
be  sunk.  His  mother  is  inconsolable,  and  I  myself  am 
bending  under  accumnlated  afiBictions.  It  is  no  small 
alleviation  of  the  poignancy  of  my  feeUngs,  to  sit  down  and 
write  a  few  lines  to  your  Lordship. 

"  Usher,  Primord.  p.  964,  quotes  the  legendary  life  of 
St.  Mocoemo^,  in  which  is  told  the  coming  of  St.  Colman 
to  the  city  of  Connor,  in  Ulster^  and  then  into  the  region 
of  Meath,  where  he  met  Onial,  Cotumba,  and  Kanic: 
that  Columba  addressed  Onial  and  Edus  Han,  Mnoe 
of  Meath,  to  give  Colman  some  good  land,  whereon  to 
construct  a  monastery.  '  Let  him,' says  Onial,  'select 
any  place  in  my  territories.'  £da8  Flan  pointeid  out  a 
situation,  Linalb,  which  Colman  accepted,  and  there  he 
settled  and  there  died,  A.D.  610.     He  was  bom  A.D.  516. 

"  Usher,  p.  1065,  says,  *  Cohnan,  Bishop  of  DronuHC, 
sprung  from  the  Ardes ;  he  was  instructed  by  Caylan, 
Abbat  of  Nendrum,  and  studied  divinity  under  St.  Al- 
beus,  and,  by  the  advice  of  Macn^,  Bi^op  of  Connor, 
founded  a  monastery  on  the  baiuis  of  the  river  Loch> 
ripdflumima  Locha  conatruxit  montuteritmt, 

"  Usher,  p.  1 1 26,  only  relates  his  birth  above. 

"  He  was  called  Colman  £lo,  from  the  abbey  he  built 
in  the  territory  of  Eile  O'Carrol,  or  Kind's  County.  Eile  is 
alius,  to  distinguish  it  from  others ;  andLandelo  has  been 
changed  into  l2nalli,  a  church  at  present  in  the  united 
parish  of  Balliboy,  King's  County,  and  service  is  per- 
formed there  now. 

"  All  the  foregoing  seems  to  me  legendary,  and  of  no 
authority. 

"  As  to  the  MS.  I  have  compared  the  letters,  and  the 
mixing  Greek  and  Latin  together,  and  the  writing  I^tin 
in  Greek  characters  and  Latin  in  Irish  characters,  with 
specimens  in  Montfaucon,  Astle,  and  others,  and  find  such 
modes  were  common  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries. 
In  one  of  Usher's  Irish  Epistles  (Syllc^.  episb  p.  38,)  we 
find '  imo  ad  doxam  ovoftant  cyru.'  A^n, '  cata  evangelica 
experimentum  auctoritatia.' 

"  As  tlie  Greek  letters  in  the  MS.  are  those  called  nndal 
or  square,  it  is  a  farther  confirmation  that  they  are  of  the 
age  above  stated.  The  life  of  St.  Patrick  might  afford 
some  light  as  to  the  age,  unless  it  is  in  a  more  recent 
hand.  It  might  also  illustrate  some  obscure  parts  in  his 
biognq)hy,  and  enable  us  to  see  how  it  differa  from  I^o- 
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bus,  Joccdin^  Jonas,  and  other  writers  concerning  oof 
saint. 

'*  On  the  whole,  a  Memoir  or  Remarks  on  tJiis  subject, 
drawn  up  by  your  Lordship's  skilful  hand,  would  be  a 
very  acceptable  piesent  to  the  Society  of  London  Anti- 
quaries. Most  cheerfully  will  1  supply  from  our  libraries 
here  whatever  might  be  waiiting.  The  title— 'Airmen turn 
Pelagii  in  Epiat.  ad  Rom.' — is  very  interesting,  and  proves 
that  nis  heresy  was  propagated  here ;  and  the  necessity  of 
sending  Gallic  Bishops  here  to  extirpate  it  will  be  appar 
rent     I  wish  there  was  any  thing  about  Celestius. 

"  After  all,  the  history  of-  the  MS,  should  be  traced ; 
tiiough  this  is  not  easy,  from  our  revolutions. 

**  E.  Lrdwich." 


**  Mt  Lord,  YoA-rtreet,  April  S8,  ISOS. 

"  I  was  much  concerned  to  hear  from  Sir  Richard 
Musgrave  that  your  Lordship  was  affected  with  the  preva- 
lent epidemic.  As  he  informs  me,  it  has  created  a  com- 
plaint in  your  eyes,  the  disorder  is  more  manageable, 
and  I  hope  will  be  of  short  continuance.  People  who 
pretend  to  great  wisdom  laugh  at  one  who  thinks  it  pos- 
sesses some  quality  of  the  ple^e ;  and  yet  £rom  its  univer- 
sality there  are  grounds  to  believe  so.  I  do  not  mean  an 
Eastern  plague,  or  its  infectious  pustules,  but  such  a  morbid 
state  of  the  atmosphere  that  attacks  every  one.  I  know 
of  no  one  in  a  most  numerous  acquaintance  who  has 
escaped ;  one  or  other  of  my  family  have  been  ill  above 
six  weeks,  and  not  all  perfectly  recovered  as  yet. 

"  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  from  worthy  Dr. 
Anderson,  who  desires  it  may  be  sent  yon,  as  you  were  a 
correspondent  of  Mr.  M'Gouan's. 

"  I  have  just  looked  over  Hay's  History  of  the  Rebel- 
lion.* It  is  really  a  low  gossiping  production,  an  obsti- 
nate and  sedulous  perversion  of  truth,  without  one  new 
anecdote.  He  himself  Js  the  hero  of  his  own  tale.  The 
cloven  feet  he  carefully  conceals ;  not  a  word  of  United 
Irishmen,  their  oi^anisations,  their  directory,  and  their 
connection  with  our  enemies.    Not  a  word  of  the  designs, 

*  Edward  Hbt,  e«).  M.R.I.A.  pnbluked  "  Hlttory  of  the  InmrTeodon  of 
Om  Conutjr  of  Wexford  in  1798  ;  laclodiDg  ui  Account  of  the  Truucdoni 
,.      ..._.  "Tent,  and  an  Appendix,"  1B03,  Ato,— "  Report  of  a  Spoeek 
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the  landing  and  prepress  of  the  French  here,  or  of  Qttar 
capture ;  hardly  a  wprd  of  tiie  rehel  priesta ;  all,  all  aroM 
from  ProtestaDt  persecution,  whippings,  ftc  constoatly 
making  the  effect  the  cause.  E.  Lbdwich." 

"  My  Lohd,  YMk-rtwel,  Sait.  13, 1805. 

"  I  dined  the  other  day  with  the  Bishop  of  Elphin,*  who 
Tery  feelingly  mentioned  the  comjdaint  in  your  eyes,  which 
I  hope  by  this  time  is  entirely  removed.  Every  iuformar 
tioa  of  wnat  is  going  forward  here  is  detailed  in  the  papers, 
Imt  they  arc  not  allowed  any  longer  to  give  the  trials, 
because  they  dwelt  very  much  on  the  pnsonera'  foolish 
defence  by  alibu,  and  uiereby  excited  doubts  of  the  joa- 
tice  of  convicHon ;  nor  were  they  full  enough  on  the  evi- 
dence on  behalf  of  the  prosecution.  My  son-in-law, 
Counsellor  Ridgeway,  has  been  engaged  by  Oovemment 
to  take  the  trials  in  short  hand,  and  he  is  publishing  them, 
as  he  did  the  State  Trials  in  the  last  Rebellion.  These 
will  disclose  many  curious  facts  and  horrible  machinations. 

"  Never  were  a  ministry  so  blindfolded  as  Mr.  Adding 
ton's,  by  the  ignorant,  incapable,  and  contemptible  fano- 
tjonaries  in  this  country ;  and  yet  that  miserable  wretch 
Marsden  t  >s  continued  in  office  amidst  universal  execra- 
tion. Things  have  mended  since  Wickham  X  came  over. 
We  trembled  at  a  visit  from  Lord  Comwallis ;  not  ten 
yeomen  would  appear  in  the  ranks  then,  where  Uionsanda 
now  are  found.  Rely  on  it  this  country  never  will  be 
preserved  but  by  the  yeomen ;  not  one  instance  of  the 
want  of  fidelity  or  courage  can  be  produced  against  them. 

"  We  much  fear  Loni  Cathcart  is  a  holiday  OeneraL 
Fox  and  Marsden  are^or  nobiie  yratrtim. 

"  They  are  very  busy  at  the  College  library,  putting  up 
the  Fagel  collection ;  and  really  the  mind  is  so  agitated  by 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  as  makes  it  impos- 
sible to  apply  seriously  to  literary  studies.  The  moment 
a  calm  succeeds  this  storm,  I  will  carefully  attend  to  Pela- 
^UB,  and  the  hints  you  were  so  good  as  to  communicate. 

"  I  have  printed  300  pages ;  there  are  about  250  more ; 
BB  things  have  turned  out,  the  delay  is  of  no  consequence. 
Sir  Richard  Musgisve  is  busy  criticiung  Plowden;§  had 


^  SMp.  840. 

{  Fnncia  nowden,  uq.  U^D.  «M  fnmiaih  a  dutingiiiihed  BMmber  of 
tbe  Engliih  Chineerj  Bar,   tnd  Botlior  of  the  Hiitoi;  of  It^imI,  ud 
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be  be^un  early  io  Hfe,  he  would  have  been  the  author  of 
500  folios. 

"  Great  nmnbers  are  emigrating  to  England,  and  draw- 
ing money  from  the  funds  at  immense  loss.  The  exchange 
is  above  20  per  cent,  and  the  difference  between  Irish  and 
English  money  8/.  15«.  per  cent.,  so  that  a  person  loses 
SO  per  cent.  The  reason  I  know  this  is,  that  Mrs.  Led- 
wicD  had  a  notion  of  going  with  some  ladies  to  Chester 
for  the  winter,  bat  has  declined  it  for  the  present,  and 
your  Lordship's  example  has  much  influenced  her. 

"E.  Lbdwioh."  .. 

"  Mt  Lord,  YoA-Btreet,  Sept  23,  1803. 

"  I  esteem  it  a  pardcalar  favour  (under  your  present 
indisposition,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon  removed)  to  re- 
cave  a  line  from  your  Lordship.  The  papers  detail  the 
political  circumstances  of  the  country,  so  that  to  dwell  on 
them  is  quite  unnecessary. 

"  Emmett's  declaration  that  there  were  no  persons  of 
rank  or  respectabiUty  concerned  with  him,  has  in  a  great 
measure  appeased  the  public  uneasiness ;  and  his  explicit 
-abjuration  of  French  pohtics  and  French  connection,  has 
ezdted  pity  in  most  people,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  tend  to 
weaken  the  attachment  of  even  the  common  people  to 
such  faithless  and  plundering  allies. 

"  He  was  assisted  in  his  devotions  by  Mr,  Gamble,  the 
ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  Mr.  Grant,  the  minister  of 
Clondalkin,  in  which  Kilmainham  Gaol  is  situated ;  and 
from  these  he  received  the  sacrament.  He  told  them  that 
it  was  generally  believed  that  rebels  and  innovators  had 
no  religion;  that  for  himself  he  was  a  Christian,  and  would 

five  them  every  proof  of  being  so.  This  circumstance  of 
is  dying  a  Protestant  has  rendered  his  name  odious 
among  the  Papists,  who  load  bim  with  obloquy.  This 
same  circumstance  unfortunately  ^ves  a  handle  to  them 
to  vindicate  their  loyalty,  by  showing  that  in  this  and  the 
last  rebellion  Protestants  were  the  principal  conspirators. 
The  argument,  though  popular  with  them,  is  weak ;  for 
there  are  a  few  enthusiasts  and  bad  men  of  every  profes- 
sion :  let  them  look  to  the  incalculable  bands  of  yeomen, 
and  say  whether  loyalty  and  patriotism  are  not  the  cha- 
Tacteristics  of  Protestants. 

nnmBrou  other  works.  Hidied  >t  Pirii.atuiidmioed  igeiin  1BS9.  Sm  ■ 
ioll  looooDt  of  faim  and  hii  Tiriona  [inblieittonB,  In  Oent,  Mag.  for  April 
1829,  p.  374. 
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"  MUs  Curran*  was  supposed  to  have  an  intimate  corre- 
spondence with  Emmettjt  and  one  of  her  letters  to  Eiiimet^ 
it  is  said,  appears  in  the  triaL  Though  her  patera  were 
seized,  yet  nothing  material  was  found.  ConnsellOT 
Hunket  %  was  one  of  the  Crown  lawyers ;  he  made  a  Tery 
good  oration  in  speaking  to  evidence;  bat  it  was  qmte 
nnnecessary,  as  Emmetf  a  counsel  declined  speaking,  by  his 
desire.  Planket  pressed  to  speak,  which  was  thooghtvery 
ungenerons  in  him,  as  in  early  life  he  was  almost  an  in- 
mate in  old  Emmett's  family,  and  through  tlieirmeana  was 
assisted  in  getting  forward  into  the  world. 

"Of  35001.  left  Emmett  by  his  father,  he  expended 
3500/.  in  his  visionary  schemes.  Government,  it  ls  said, 
have  a  book,  in  which  the  names  of  subscribers  and  the 
sums  are  entered.  This  must  discover  the  extent  and 
bottom  of  the  conspiracy.  I  think  we  have  done  wi& 
rebellions,  unless  the  French  land,  when  I  have  no  doubt 
but  sad  doings  will  follow. 

"  It  is  a  happy  thing  for  the  country  that  Government 
sees  its  peace  can  only  oe  secured  by  severity.  It  was  so 
since  the  English  landed  here  in  1169,  and  wul  ever  be  so. 

"  I  mode  the  inquiry  your  Lordship  wished  about  Mr. 
Caldwell;  he  is  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  at  Bray,  and 
is  in  health.  £.  Lbdwich." 

"  My  Lord,  ToA^twet,  Dm^  s,  isos. 

"  Mrs.  L.  and  I  b^  leave  to  express  our  heat  acknow- 
ledgments to  you  and  Mrs.  Percy  for  your  very  handsome 
{iresent;  it  came  safe  and  in  perfect  good  order:  after 
easting  on  it,  we  drank  with  sincerity  health  and  many 
happy  days  to  our  kind  friends, 

"  1  read  in  the  Review  the  villainous  and  sconrilooa 

K redaction  of  Ritaon ;  nothing  but  insanity  could  make 
im  violate  every  rule  of  decorum,  or  advance  graas  blae- 
hoods ;  for,  after  your  leaving  the  MS.  with  a  London 
bookseller  to  be  inspected  l^  the  pubUc,  every  idea  (rf 
imposition  must  vanish. 

"  Sir  Richard  Musgrave  is  indehtagable ;  he  is  the  aathor 


.    „ J,  for  ■ttenpttng  ta 

MiM  the  CaiUe  of  Dablin,  uid  eiecMed  Sait.  90,  1B03.     See  Gent.  U«. 
LXXIII.  pp.  876,  973. 

t  William  Coayiuluiin  Flaoket  «w  bom  in  1764,  and  after  r-ninf 
tluoDgli  ririoui  graiutioiu  of  l^ial  honoun,  WM  nlied  bi  tlie  baraoj  <} 
Plnoket  in  IBIT.     He  i*  still  living. 
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of  the  Notes  to  Scally,  and  the  Letteni  of  Crtto  in  Faulk- 
ner's Journal,  and  is  preparing  an  admirable  answer  to 
Plowden's  infamous  work.*  1  solemnly  declare,  in  my 
opinion,  both  Church  and  State  are  more  indebted  to  Sir 
Richard  than  to  any  other  individual. 

«  BaroD  Smith's!  pamphlet  is  excellent,  and  unirersally 
read.  He  is  well  trained  by  the  Union,  and  has  great 
hcilitr  in  running  off  such  things. 

"  llie  circumstance  of  the  titular  Bishop  is  very  con- 
solatory at  present,  and  I  hope  is  sincere;  but  their 
doctrines  allow  such  latitude,  that  on^  must  not  give  im- 

E licit  faith  to  their  professions.  The  oaths  of  clergy  and 
lity  in  Wexford,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  burst,  cannot 
be  forgotten.  Reynolds,  parish  priest  of  Castledermot, 
gave  from  the  altar  a  most  bitter  philippic  against  rebeUion 
and  the  French  ;  and  yet  this  man  sent  confidential  per- 
sons after  the  congregation  to  desire  them  not  todeuver 
their  pikes,  or  attend  to  what  he  delivered. 

"  'Hiere  are  about  430  pages  of  the '  Antiquities'  printed, 
and  little  more  than  100  remain ;  most  of  the  pmtes  are 
worked  o£F.  It  is  a  large  and  expensive  work,  and  the 
price  very  inadequate.  Mundell  and  Sons  would  have 
given  something  handsome  for  the  copy,  and  good  Dr. 
Anderson  would  have  been  friendly,  but  my  mind  would 
have  been  uneasy  bad  I  not  the  revisal  of  the  sheets. 
It  is  fortunate  I  am  able  to  get  on  so  far ;  for  I  have  got 
a  complaint  in  my  head,  which  portends  something  either 
apoplectic  or  paralytic.  Dr.  Percival  recommended  a 
bUster  on  my  head,  which  I  have  had  some  time,  but  it 
has  not  removed  the  complaint.  In  every  other  respect^ 
thank  God,  I  am  in  perfect  health. 

"  Sir  Richard  dines  with  me  on  the  7th>  when  I  shall 
be  happy  to  communicate  your  Lordship's  recollection  of 
him,  and  his  failure  in  paying  his  visit. 

"  Government  have  justly  deserved  and  received  every 
degree  of  approbation  for  their  activity  and  steadiness, 
notwithstanding  Cobbetfs  licentious  strictures.  So  far 
are  the  disaffected  from  exciting  terror  here,  they  them- 
selves are  thoroughly  terrified. 

"  The  frost  has  set  in  here  intensely.  If  the  French  do 
not  hasten,  they  will  be  bound  up  in  Holland. 

•  Sm  p.  833. 

t  Hod.  Sir  Wm.CauokSmitii,  Bart.  LL.D.,F.RS.,  M.a.l.A.,  Sccood 
B«roD  of  the  Eidiequer  in  Ireltod.  He  died  Aiw.  31,  1836.  See  •& 
Moovnt  of  him  uid  hi«  DDmeioiu  writiDga  in  Gent.  Hag.  toI.  VI.  p.  639. 
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-    "This&iAilf  joins  in  most  respeetful  good  wisfata  widt, 
my  Lord,  yoor  very  faithful  seirant,  E.  Lbswiob.'* 

"  Mt  Lord,  YoA-rtnat,  U  Dec  1803. 

"  Accept  my  sincereiit  gratitude  for  the  veiy  friendly 
interest  you  take  in  my  health,  and  for  your  excellent  hint. 
Issues  bare  erer  been  esteemed  the  best  Macrobian  pre- 
scription. I  hare  known  them  to  prolong  life.  There  is 
seldom  any  congestion  in  the  head,  but  a  distension  of  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain ;  the  bursting  of  these,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  heart,  is  instant  death,  I  am,  thank  God, 
something  better,     I  End  much  depends  on  r^men. 

"  I  was  by  no  means  inattentive  to  your  reference  to 
Nicolsgn  on  the  Culdees,  but  on  no  grounds  could  it  be 
supported;  nor  can  it  relate  to  dress.  The  Bishop  here,  as 
on  many  occasions,  indulged  his  hncy,  and  made  out  an 
etymology  from  the  vulgar  and  corrupt  pronunciation  of 
tiie  word  Culdee.  Giraldns  Cambrensis  calls  the  Culdees 
Colidei  and  Coelibes,  and  assures  us  they  were  deum  reli- 
ffiosUgime  aenneniet.  This  perfectly  agrees  with  Toland's 
derivation  of  the  name — Ceili-de,  the  espoused  of  God; 
with  Shaw,  in  his  History  of  Murray,  and  O^rien,  in 
bis  Irish  Dictionary,  under  the  word  Ceile,  servant ;  not 
to  mention  Hector  Boetbius  and  Buchanan.  Lesley,  in 
liis  History  of  Scotland,  calls  them — Dei  cultorea ;  Cold^ 
nostrft  vnlgari  linguft  dicti.  So  that  no  writer  before  or 
after  Xicolson  entertained  his  idea :  I  could  not  therefore 
resign  my  reason,  and  these  authorities,  to  the  learned  Pre- 
late^ whimsies, 

"  Besides,  he  shewed  lio  great  knowledge  of  primitive 
monkery,  when  he  supposed  any  part  of  the  monkish 
dress  was  black.  The  Greek  fathers  use  a  particular  word, 
Xemcei/iuir^  which  denoted  the  whit«  dress  with  which  the 
two  angels  were  clad,  and  who  were>  as  they  said,  seen 
sitting  with  the  body  of  our  Lord  in  the  tomb.  This  was 
also  applied  to  monks,  and  called  the  angelical  dress.  The 
same  fathers  declare  that  Elias  instituted  monkery,  and  he 
was  clad  in  the  melote,  explwned  by  Hesychius  and  others 
to  be  a.peUit  ovma, — a  sheep  skin.  It  was  made  so  as  to 
cover  the  head, — Kat  twcKoKv^t  to  irpoaurov  aurov  ev  nj  ;ti|- 
Xhti)  avTov.  (1  Kings,  xix.  IS.)  This  was  the  constant  bid>it 
of  the  Egyptian  monks,  which  was  strictly  followed  by  the 
European  for  many  ages,  and  by  those  of  Ireland,  as 
mentioned  by  Bede,  in  his  Ijfe  of  St.  Cuthbert, 
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'"Civilization  introduced  the  alb  in  the  place  of  the 
melote,  and  it  became  the  constant  monkish  dress.  Lan- 
franc  complains,  that  both  monies  and  laics  in  monasteries 
wore  the  alb.  In  coenobiis  monachoram  etiam  laici  cum 
albis  induantur. 

"  The  colobium  without  sleeves,  according  to  Cassian 
and  St.  Ambrose,  was  white. 

"  The  only  remiuning  part  of  the  monkish  dress  was  the 
cucuUus  or  cowl,  which  in  448  covered  the  head  and  barely 
reached  the  neck,  as  then  described  by  Joh.  Cassian.  He 
does  not  mention  the  colour,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose it  differed  &om  the  melote. 

"  These,  my  Lord,  are  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  I 
rejected  Nicolson's  idle  guess.  I  formerly  was  more  full, 
but  these  only  remain  on  my  memory,  of  the  proofs  which 
convinced  me.  Consider  the  simplicity  of  the  ages  of 
primitive  Christianity  in  these  islands,  when  piety  and  not 
show  was  only  attended  to;  when  they  indulged  the  latter, 
they  nearly  lost  the  former. 

.  "  It  is  the  constant  error  of  superficial  antiqnaries  to 
catch  at  resemblances  in  sounds,  and  make  facts  from  ety- 
mologies ;  whereas  the  true  antiquary  will  seek  for  inform- 
ation from  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  age,  and  from 
contemporary  writers,  E.  Lkdwich." 

"  My  LoBO,  York  StTM^  Dec.  5,  18M. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  it  is  with  the  most 
tender  and  sincere  regret  I  learn  your  inability  at  present 
to  correspond  personally  with  your  friends.  Though 
little  consolation  can  be  derived  from  the  poet's  '  Sola- 
mec  miseris  socios,'  &c. — yet  recourse  is  almost  constantly 
had  to  it,  at  least,  to  show  that  none  are  exempted  fnta 
the  ills  incident,  indeed  inseparable,  from  human  exist- 
ence, I  have  been  all  summer  in  the  country,  and  on  my 
return  to  town  I  had  a  violent  rheumatic  complaint  in  my 
head,  which  obliged  me  to  send  for  Dr.  Percivaf ;  in  a  short 
time  after  I  was  alarmed  by  a  spitting  of  blood,  and  I 
have  had  a  second  return  of  it.  Happily  it  is  not  from 
the  lungs,  or  its  termination  most  be  lataL  I  am,  thank 
Qod,  recovering. 

*'  I  never  failed,  whenever  I  saw  Sir  Richard  Musgrave, 
anxiously  to  inquire  about  your  Lordship's  health. 

''The  evidence  respecting  the  Round  Tower  at  Down- 
patrick  did  not  occur  to  me,  or  I  certainly  should  have 
noticed  it,  with  particular  compliments  to  the  eccentric 
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General.*  Yonr  Lordship  must  know,  that  be  has  under- 
taken the  Baperinteodence  of  all  the  statistical  acconnta 
printed  at  the  expense  of  tiie  Dublin  Soinety,  and  that 
through  him  the  authors  receive  their  money ;  of  conne 
he  has  them  and  their  works  completely  subject  to  his 
control,  nor  has  he  In  any  instance  omitted  to  take 
advantage  of  this  by  foisting  in  his  ravings  wherever  he 
oould ;  and  what  is  singular,  not  one  author,  oat  of  I 
believe  a  dozen,  has  had  spirit  to  reprobate  publicly  auch 
improper  conduct. 

"  But — *  hand  moriemur  innlti.' — He  has,  in  the  Uiird 
nomber  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  been  so  severely 
handled,  that  any  other  man  but  himself  would  never 
appear  before  the  public. 

"  Nor  has  Mr.  Davies'a  Celtic  Antiquities  bred  better. 
The  Scotch  are  excellent  anatomists  :  and  they  never 
showed  more  skill  and  judgment  than  in  dissecting  both 
Vallancey  and  Davies.  Yonr  Lordship  knows,  and  no 
one  better,  that  wild  hypotheses,  conjectures,  and  etymo- 
logies, are  veiy  far  from  re^  anti<{uities.  I  think  Mr, 
Kmg,  the  celebrated  writer  on  Ancient.  English  Castles, 
in  his  work,' Munimenta  Antiqua,' ia  very  l^tle  short  trf 
Vallancey  or  Davies,  when  he  talks  of  Median  castles  in 
England  in  the  remotest  ages,  with  many  equally  absurd 
whimsies.  His  confounding  the  original  Druidic  dc^mas 
with  the  Gothic,  many  ages  postenor,  shows  very  little 
judgment  or  discrimin^on.  Tour  Ijordship  has  done  a 
great  deal  on  that  subject,  and  I  flatter  myself  I  have  added 
some  illustrations  which  did  not  occur  to  yon ;  and  yet 
all  the  late  scribblers  on  antiquities  caU  every  thing  Druidic. 

"  I  am  too  far  advanced  in  life,  and  of  health  too  deli- 
cate, or  I  &ncy  I  should  be  able  to  set  this  point  for  ever 
at  rest  in  an  Hibemia  Danica, — which  I  have  long 
thought  of ;  but — defidunt,  pater  optime,  vires. 

"  The  British  Critic  for  September  and  October  has 
spoken  favourably  of  the  second  edition  of  the  Anti- 
quities. The  Analytical,  Critical,  and  Monthly,  declared 
their  opinion  before.    1  fear  the  Scotch  anatomist. 

^  Edwabd  Lbdwich." 

*'  M-i  LOBD,  Tork-itrtet,  April  16,  1  SOS. 

"  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  from  your  Lordship,  and 
flatter  myself  that  you  enjoy,  unless  in  one  respect,  tole- 
rable health.    I  was  really  delighted  wiUi  tjie  very  polite 
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and  bandaome  complimenfa  pud  you  by  Lord  Strangfoni 
in  his  poems  of  Camoens,  a  very  ingenious  and  elegant 
little  work.  How  estimable  soever  this  production  may 
be,  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  Troubadour  or  Petrar> 
chian  ages  revived,  marked  as  they  are  by  a  romantic 
softness  and  effeminacy,  ill-suited,  I  bope,  to  the  bold  and 
manly  spirit  of  Britons.  I  always  was  a£raid  of  too 
macb  refinement,  and  its  sure  consequences. 

"  I  bave  never  seen  but  once  or  twice  tbe  European 
Magazine,  nor  is  it  to  be  found  in  DubUn.  Vallancey's 
waking  dreams  are  so  universally  reprobated,  and,  indeed, 
so  contemptible,  tbat  they  require  no  aid  to  band  tbem 
into  oblivion — mole  ruit  sua. 

"The  account  of  the  Downpatrick  Round  Tower  did  not 
occur  to  my  recollection,  or  I  certainly  would  have  intro- 
duced it.  I  believe  enough  is  sEnd  to  give  a  tolerable 
idea  of  tbe  age  and  use  of  aucb  structures. 

*'  Our  domestic  literature  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  indeed, 
vben  we  cannot  support  a  decent  Magazine ;  this  will 
prove  the  taste  of  tbe  times.  Our  Academy  is  on  the 
wane,  and  will  never  improve  while  the  supercilious  sons 
of  Alma  Mater  rule  there. 

"  Sir  Bichard  Ma^i^ave  is  inde&tigable  in  withstanding 
tbe  Catholic  Claims,  and  bis  lucubrations  are  endless. 
He  is  really  clever  in  that  kind  of  writing ;  it  wholly 
occupies  his  thoughts  and  time.     He  is  very  well. 

"  Tour  Lordship,  no  doubt,  has  got  a  pamphlet,  said  to 
to  be  written  by  the  Bishop  of  Meath,*  ugned  Melan- 
cthon ;  there  are  many  excellent  things  in  it. 

"  As  to  myself,  I  have  many  things,  but  unable,  from 
years  and  domestic  avocations,  to  bring  them  to  pei^ 
lection.  The  little  credit  1  have  got  I  am  unwilling  to 
lose  by  venturing  among  the  sboaJs  and  rocks  of  anti- 
quarian investigations.  At  66  years  of  age,  I  should 
tnink  of  emigrating  to  that  bourne  &om  whence  no  tra- 
veller returns.  I  enjoy,  thank  Qod !  perfect  health,  as 
does  my  family,  who  desire  their  most  affectionate  respects. 
"Edward  Lbdwich." 

"  Mt  Lord,  York-itrMt,  16  kuf.  1B0«. 

"It  is  with  tjie  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  tbat  I 
received  from   your   Lordship    the  pleasing  account  of 

*  Dr.  ThomM  Lewii  O'Beinie.  He  died  Feb.  IS,  1B23,  in  hii  T6tli  tmt. 
Of  thn  emiDsnt  pralite  ■  good  memoir  appeared  in  Gent.  Ma(.  toL  XCIIl. 
p.  276. 
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yours  and  Mrs.  Percy's  good  heal^.  He  kind  r^rets 
you  express  at  not  seeing  my  daughter  and  her  husband, 
Mr.  Robert  Mitford,  is  a  conUnuation  of  the  same  sin- 
eere  friendship  which  I  have  experienced  bom  your  Lord- 
ship for  many  years. 

"  Mr.  Mitford's  bxher  and  Lord  Redesdale's  &ther,  I 
think,  were  brothers  ;*  they  are  certainly  nearly  related. 
Mr.  Mitford's  bther  lives  at  Mttford,  near  Morpeth^ 
whither  he  and  my  daughter  are  gone.  Mr.  Mitfonl  was 
Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  oiF  Inquiry  here.  Deputy 
Privy  Seal,  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  the  vbou> 
making  up  a  considerable  income.  The  first  of  these  em- 
ployments was  soon  to  determine ;  this,  Mr.  Wid£ham,t 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  and  bis  steady  friend, 
knew,  and  therefore  apphed  to  Lord  Grenville  to  appoint 
him  one  of  the  ten  Inspectors  of  Public  Accounts,  lately 
established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was  done.  He 
was  to  be  in  London  before  the  15th  of  next  month,  to 
enter  on  his  office.  He  and  my  daughter  would  bare 
been  very  happy  to  have  wuted  on  your  Lordship  and 
Mrs.  Percy,  had  they  not  two  young  cluldren,  one  but 
four  months  old,  which  she  is  nursing.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  of  sons ;  he  was  hastening  to  see  his  aged  parents 
before  he  settled  in  London  ;  without  doing  this  he 
would  have  been  miserable.  He  expected  to  see  his 
brother,  John  Mitford,  at  Belhst,  wno  commands  the 
revenue  cruiser  the  Buckingham,  and  who,  as  your 
Lordship  observes,  is  a  tolerable  poet  He  has  collected 
his  verses,  and  was  offered  by  a  London  bookseller  200/. 
for  the  copyright.  He  had  also  an  intention  of  compos- 
ing a  Life  of  Lord  Nelson,  under  whom  he  served  a  long 
time. 

•  TUi  WW  Dot  lbs  out:  tbe]>  were  dirtuit  Madm.  Mr.  Robert  Mitfcrt 
behmged  to  the  elder  bnnoh  of  tbe  KUtford  bmil; ;  Lord  Bedeadale  ud  bk 
elder  biother  theUitoriaD  of  Greece  to  tbe  joaii|eit.  let  bnodi,  Bertram 
Mitford,  of  Mlt£vd  Cutle.  2d  bruich,  Her.  John  Hitford.of  Beabdl, 
6nf<dh.  3d  bnnch,  WiUiam  Mitford.  of  FlttiUll,  Swaai.  4tta  ud  lut 
brueh,  u  obora.  The  whole  Mitf^hmilr  ere  iodniled  Inlbwi  tonr 
brmchei  ud  the  offute. — J.  U. 

t  The  Hod.  W.  WicUum,  D.C.L.  wu  the  eldcM  eon  of  Beai;  Wkkbaa, 
of  Cottingln,  co.  Tork,  ew].  Colonel  of  the  lit  Foot  QumtOm,  bv  BUnbetk, 
dan.  and  beir  of  tbe  Rer.  W.  Lamplngh,  of  Cottln^ar,  near  of  DewatMu;. 
He  wai  EoTOT  Eitraordiury  and  MfaiisleT  Flempotcntiarr  to  Ibe  Swiia 
Cintona,  In  1794  ;  Under  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the  Home  Department  is 
IT98t  Eavof  Eitiaordioirr  and  Minister  PleDipotentiarT  to  tbe  United 
StBteafrom  1797  to  1801;  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland  Irom  1803  to  ISM; 
■worn  a  PriTf  Cooncillor  Jane  13,  1802  ;  aad  a  Lord  of  tbe  Treunrr  fren 
Feb.  1606  to  Marcb  1B07.  He  died  it  Brighton,  Oct.  3S,  IMl,  wad  79. 
See  Oent.  Mag.  toL  XV.  p.  314. 
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"  I  believe  it  is  three  years  since  I  withdrew  iny>Klf 
from  the  Academy,  and  ceased  all  connexion  there.  They 
were  a  mde,  uncivilized  assembly,  communicating  neither 
amusement  or  information  :  they  have  fallen  into  decre- 
pitude before  they  attuned  maturity.  By  what  I  can 
collect  from  Preston  and  others,  I  think  the  continuance 
of  this  Society  is  doubtful. 

"  Let  these  things  be  as  they  may,  I  shall,  in  concert 
vith  Sir  Bichard  Musgrare,  pay  every  attention  to  yonr 
Lordship's  wishes. 

"Though  my  health,  thank  Qod,  has  been  good,  I  yet 
thought  it  prudent  to  endeavour  to  preserve  it  so,  and 
therefore  I  purchased  a  villa  at  Dunamm,  within  three 
miles  of  the  city;  it  consists  of  a  handsome  lodge,  gar- 
dens, and  fourteen  acres  of  meadow  ground.  There  I 
have  constantly  resided  since  the  end  of  last  March,  but 
seldom  visiting  my  house  in  York-street. 

"  I  have  not  heard  that  Mr.  Barnard  is  going  to  the 
Cape ;  he  got  from  Lord  Hardwicke  the  place  of  Clerk  of 
the  Quit  Rents,  about  5002.  a-year ;  most  people  admired 
he  was  not  better  provided  for.  His  father  died  insolvent ; 
his  creditors  will  rec^ve  but  a  few  shillings  in  the  pound. 

"  As  to  Irish  literature,  it  is  nearly  in  a  torpid  stste. 
My  time  of  life,  and  a  large  family,  have  long  prevented 
any  little  exertions  of  mine.  Having  got  some  little 
credit,  as  the  inclosed  will  show,  (pardon,  my  Lord,  the 
vanity,)  I  was  fearful  of  trying  again  the  fiery  ordeal  of 
criticism.  There  have  been  2300  copies  of  the  'Antiqui- 
ties' sold,  and  I  am  correcting  and  miproving  a  copy  for 
another  edition,  if  I  should  live  any  time. 

"  As  to  St.  Patrick,  Mr.  Kirwan  tells  me  he  has  fre- 
qnentiy  urged  the  members  of  Maynooth  College  to  vin" 
dicate  the  existence  and  honour  of  their  patron  saint; 
(VHallor^n  declared  he  wonld  do  it ;  but,  after  fourteen 
or  fifteoi  years,  they  still  find  it  a  crabbed  business.  The 
foot  is,  the  Irish  Popish  clei^  are  not  scholars,  and  of 
coarse  not  antiquaries, 

"  Tour  Lordship  and  Mrs.  Percy  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  accept  mine  and  Mrs.  Ledwich's  unfeigned  thanks 
for  your  kind  invitation  to  Dromore  house.  With  six 
children  of  different  ages  about  me,  we  could  hardly  be 
absent  from  them  a  day ;  at  the  same  time  we  are  very 
sensible  what  real  pleasure  and  happiness  we  lose  by 
declining  so  highly  polished  and  cultivated  a  society. 

VOL.  VII.  3   I 
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**  With  the  most  ardent  and  sincere  good  iriahea  for 
your  Lordahip^fl  and  Mrs.  Percy's  long  1&  and  health,  in 
which  Mrs.  Ledwiob  moat  cordially  joins, 

"  I  remain  your  Lordship's  very  bithfal  servant, 

"  JSdwabd  Lbdwich. 

"  Since  I  wrote  die  foregoing,  Mr.  Corr,*  in  his '  Stran- 
ger in  Ireland,'  has  paid  some  compliments  to  me  and 
my  daughter  ffidgeway." 

"  Mt  LoBD,  Feb.  U,  1B07. 

*'  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  it  was  not 
want  but  an  excess  of  feehng  that  prevented  my  condol* 
ing  with  yonr  Lordship  on  a  late  melancholy  event.t  1 
was  happy  to  learn  from  Mr.  Boyd,  that  you  bore  this 
dispensation  of  Providence  with  (what  I  might  have  been 
assured  of)  Christian  resignation. 

**  I  have  not  been  very  well  for  some  time  past,  and  am 
preparing  to  go  to  my  country  lodge,  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  city,  where  I  always  find  my  heeJth  improved. 

"  Sir  Richard  has  returned  after  a  four  months'  absence. 
He  ia  really  much  mended  in  point  of  health  and  looks. 

"  The  conntry  baa  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of 
Counsellor  Preston.^  He  got  wet  going  to  Court,  and  sat 
for  some  hours  in  that  state,  got  a  fever,  and  died  in 
about  eight  days.  Dr.  Anderson  told  me,  he  was  the  best 
classical  scholar  he  met  in  Ireland.  I  have  had  many 
proofo  to  confirm  that  juik^ent.  Indeed  no  further  evi- 
dence is  necessary  than  his  dissertations  and  notes  to 
Apollonius  Rhodius.  He  was  a  man  of  various  accom- 
phshments,  which  he  advantageously  displayed  on  many 
occasions.  He  has  left  a  large  family  of  seven  children, 
with  a  small  property,  I  hear,  of  about  SO(M.  a-vear.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  the  present  Lord  Caroery,  who 
succeeded  his  brother,  the  late  Lord,  in  the  title. 

"  I  beg  to  inform  your  Ix>rdship  that  I  am  preparing 
a  third  edition  of  niy  'Antiquities,'  with  a  prospect  tn 
dedicating  it  to  the  King.  It  is  to  be  published  in  Lon- 
don, I  hope  in  a  different  style  from  what  appeared  here. 
There  have  been  2200  of  the  former  impressions  sold,  so 
that  I  fear  a  third,  though  there  will  be  additions  and 
corrections,  may  overstock  the  market. 

*  Sit  John  Carr,  the  weU-known  Tourist.  He  di«d  1832.  Sre  ■  neaoii 
of  blmb  Gent.  Hig.  >ol.  CII.  ii.  182. 

t  Tbe  deUli  or  Hra.  Ferejr.     See  p.  68.  t  Sn  p.  1T4. 
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**  M/fiiend  Mr.  Beanfbrd,  vho  vrote  on  Irish  mitsic  in 
my  'Antiquities,*  has  sent  me  a  MS.  to  read  vith  this 
tide, '  The  History  of  Ireland,  from  the  earliest  accounts 
to  ^e  arrival  of  the  English  ;  drawn  from  the  most 
ancient  Irish  and  Danish  MSS.  and  other  authentic  docu- 
ments/ 

"  I  have  not  read  the  work,  and  therefore  can  give  no 
opinion  of  it.  I  dipped  a  Httle  here  and  there,  and  find  he 
has  pillaged  me,  as  well  as  Gordon, 

"I  am,  my  Lord,  wishing  you  sincerely  many  happy 
days,  in  which  Mrs.  Ledwich  and  &mily  beg  to  jom, 
your  Lordship's  very  feitfafol  servant, 

"  E.  Lbdwich." 


CORRESPONDENCE 

BBTWBBN  Db.  LbDWIOH  AND  RiCHARD  GFODOH,  EsQ. 

RioHABD  GoDGH,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Lbdwioh, 

"  Sib,  Enfldd,  Matdt  SI.  1787. 

"  I  am  encouraged  by  yonr  polite  olEer  by  Mr.  Norris, 
to  solidt  yotir  assistance  in  that  part  of  *  Camden's  Bri- 
tannia* which  relates  to  Ireland. 

"  What  I  propose  in  the  new  edition  is  to  make  die 
most  correct  and  latest  additions  to  those  of  Bishop  Grib- 
son,  as  hr  as  matter-of-fact  observations  go,  without 
giving  out  any  particular  hypotheses.  The  changes  of 
property  and  succession  of  titles,  or  creation  of  new  ones, 
the  prc^^ss  of  commerce,  the  advancement  of  manufac- 
tures, and  the  improvement  of  the  natural  face  of  the 
country  by  agriculture,  drunage,  navigation,  canals,  plant- 
ing, inclosing :  these  are  all  within  my  plan.  Tou  will 
easily  see,  by  casting  your  eve  over  Ireland  in  the  old  edi- 
tions, what  18  wanting,  and  now  much  may  be  added. 

"  Ireland  is  a  copious  field  of  investigation,  and  owes 
much  to  you,  among  other  curiona  inquirers  into  its 
ancient  monuments.  A  particular  account  of  these,  whe- 
ther newly  discovered  or  otherwise,  with  those  of  later 
ages,  are  the  proper  improvements  of  such  a  work  as 
Mr.  Camden  began.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Richabd  Gouoh. 

"  P.  S.  I  wrote  to  you  to  a  similar  purpose  on  the  25th 
of  September  last." 

3  I  2 
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Dr.  Lbdwich  to  RiGHABD  GoDGH,  Esq. 
"  Sib,  Ol^lu,  Dqttow,  InUnd,  Much  33,  1787. 

"  Tou  cannot  but  think  it  extraordinary  that  I  ahoiild 
not  before  this  have  acknowledged  your  favimr  of  tbe  25th 
of  September  last,  but  I  assure  yon  I  did  not  receive  it 
till  yesterday,  awing  to  my  having  changed  my  residence 
&vm  one  part  of  my  parish  (which  is  nine  miles  long)  to 
another,  and,  consequently,  my  post  town.  In  general 
our  posts  are  very  regular,  and  eight  or  ten  days  tmng  a 
letter  to  or  from  London. 

"  I  have  the  same  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
great  work  you  are  engaged  in,  and  the  same  indinotioD 
to  assist  you,  as  when  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Norris;  because  I 
thought  then,  and  now,  that  there  are  few  men  in  England 
so  adequate  to  the  undertaking ;  consequently,  that  every 
lover  of  the  history  and  antiquities  of  his  country  was 
called  on  to  supply  sach  aid  as  was  in  his  power. 

"  I  had  in  the  year  1779  issued  proposals  for  a  History 
of  the  Queen's  County,  in  which  I  reside,  and  expected 
no''greater  emolnment  by  the  subscription  Uian.to  Ikt ena- 
bled to  pay  for  a  map  iuid  engravings;  but  ^tber  tiie 
poverty  of  the  country,  or  the  want  of  civilization,  soon 
put  an  end  to  my  hopes,  and  of  course  to  my  exertions ; 
however,  I  hkd  made  some  collections  and  drawings,  which 
I  shall.  look  out  and  digest  for  yoi^  as  they  most  oe  a  real 
addition  to  your  work,  very  httie  having  been  done  by 
topographers  as  to.  this  coupty.  It  is  also  probable  I  may 
send  you  some  valuable  drawmgs  of  other  objects. 

"  By  the  late  post-office  arrangements  in  both  kingdoms, 
the  conveyance  of  these  matters  is  attended  with  heavy 
expenses ;  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  x>f  recommending  it 
to  you  to  Apply  to  MV.'  Marsden,*  a  member  of  obt 
Society,  whose  relations  are  in  the  mercantile  line  in 
Dublin,  to  assist  you  in  transmitting  or  receiving  papers. 
I  shoU  direct  to  you  under  on  envelope  to  Mr.  Marsden, 
and  you  mav  to  me  thus  :-•-*  Kev.  Mr.  L.,  Oldglas,  Dur- 
row,  Irelana,  to  the  care  of  J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  Tr^uir^ 
Dublinj  Ireland  f  with  an  outside  cover  thus : — '  J.  C, 
Walker,  Esq.  Treasury,  Dublin,  Ireland.'  This  is  tbe 
gentleman  who   has   pubhshfed   '  Memoirs  of  the  Irish 

*  Williain  MaradcD,  Mq.  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.  ind  SccreUrf  to  tlte  Admi- 
raltj,  died  Oct.  6,  1897,  id  fan  RZd  jeuv  Of  tkii  Inned  mcnlMr  oT  tiw 
Anilqiuriaii,  AaUtic,  ind  otliar  SocIctiM,  ■  good  aeponnt  will  ba  foond  m 
Gent.  Mag.  for  Feb.  1839,  p.  312. 
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Bards,' '  and  a  constant  correspondent  of  Mr.  Marsded. 
From  his  situation  he  has  opportunities  of  sending  and- 
receiving  papers,  and  is  my  particular  fiiend, 
>. .  "  Tou  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  what  progress 
you  have  made  at  press ;  and  your  sending  me  a  sheet  or 
twb,  particularly  exhibiting  your  improvements,  must,  to 
me,  be  an  useful  exemplar. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  your  '  Sepulchral  Monuments,' 
which  I  have  seen :  it  is  a  capital  work.  When  I  can 
spare  a  little  money  I  shall  become  a  purchaser  of  that, 
as  well  as  of  Langbek's  *  Scriptorea  Danici.'  Favour  me 
with  your  sentiments  of  the  latter,  and  its  price  in  London. 
-  "  Wishing  yon  health  and  years  for  the  completion  of 
your  excellent  literary  designs,  I  remain,  Sir,  &c. 

"  Edward  Lsdwioh. 
■ "  You  must  have  observed,  that  I  reject  every  hypo- 
thesis, your  Orientalisms  and  your  Oghams,  in  my  anti- 
l]uarian  studies ;  for  bantering  the  latter  Vallancey  would 
expel  me  human  society,  and  has  realty  used  me  very  ill 
in  his  I2th  'Collectanea' and  'Vindication;*  but  haud 
riavUi."  


'     '        Ricbabd  Gudgh,  Esq.  to  I>t.  Ledwioh. 

"  Sir,  EdScU,  JniM  11,  rsT. 

'  ^  I  should  certainly  have  sooner  acknowledged  your 
favour  of  March  22  last,  had  I  not  waited  till  I  could  send 
you  some  specimens  of  my  plan  in  some  of  the  first  sheets 
of  Ireland.  But  I  have  been  near  a  twelvemonth  com- 
piling the  account  of  Scotland,  and  have  not  finished  it 
yet;  so  that,  should  the  like  delay  attend  me  in  Ireland, 
my  patience  and  spirits  will  be  exhausted  before  pubU- 
eation. 

"  Your  paper  of  Observations  on  Ancient  Churches 
has  been  printed  in  vol.  VIII.  of  Archeeologia,  and  a  few 
separate  copies  are  reserved  for  you. 

"  My  method  is  to  print  first  a  new  translation  of  Mr. 
Camden's  Account,  and  to  annex  to  it,  in  form  of  Additions 
to  each  county,  whatever  I  can  collect  from  modem  autho- 
rities. 

"  i  shall  send  you  the  whole  of  Ireland  together,  or  as 
much  as  I  can,  as  soon  as  I  have  got  through  Scotlandj 
and  the  press  is  at  liberty  to  compose  it.  You  will  then 
make  what  corrections,  remarks,  or  additions  you  please ; 
and  whatever  drawings  of  Dmidical  or  other  monuments. 
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plans  of  camps,  and  elevalions  or  bird's-eye  nevs  of 
ancient  monuments,  yon  intend  to  hvoor  me  with  wiU  be 
Teiy  acceptable ;  and  the  sooner  they  are  sent  the  betto*, 
on  account  of  tJae  length  of  time  that  may  be  required  to 
engiave  them.     I  am>  Sir,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

"  R.  GouoH." 

Dr.  LsDwiCH  to  B.  Gouoh,  Esq. 

"  Sib,  OM^u,  Donvw,  IreUnd,  Jqds  M,  I7(r. 

"  I  received  yours  of  the  11th  instant,  by  Mr.  Walker. 
I  am  very  well  apprised  of  the  importance  c^  your  engage- 
ments, and  how  little  leisnre  yon  possess  for  compli- 
mentiury  epistles.  I  lament  with  you  the  inattention  tni 
delays  of  yonr  Scotch  correspondents,  and  sincerely  hope 
you  may  not  experience  a  similar  conduct  from  thoae  in 
this  kingdom. 

"  Your  plan  seems  to  me  an  exceedingly  good  one;  ■!! 
we  fear  is,  an  unreasonable  caution  in  extending  it;  for 
two  folio  Tolumes  will  not  contun  the  Talnable  materiili 
that  may  be  had. 

"  Your  sending  the  sheets  of  Ireland  to  me,  together 
or  separately,  ia  judicious,  as  I  shall  then  see  whi^  has 
been  done,  and  what  I  can  supply.  It  will  save  me  much 
unnecessary  writing,  and  you  trouble,  by  my  properiy  and 
correctly  arranging  such  additions  as  I  am  able  to  make. 
When  I  have  done  what  I  can,  I  shall  endeavour  to  pre- 
Tul  on  a  poor  bat  learned  Mend  to  look  over  the  woii. 
He  is  an  assistant  to  a  country  school ;  bis  name  Beau- 
ford,*  Some  of  his  papers  you  must  have  perused  in  the 
Collectanea,  particularly  bis  Topography.  The  principal 
aid  he  can  ^ve  is  in  drawings :  in  some  other  things  he 
may  be  use^.  I  think  a  letter  to  him  throogh  me,  with 
a  compliment  of  a  copy  of  the  work,  or  such  other  lecom- 
pence  as  he  shall  think  reasonable,  will  engage  him.  1  am 
out  about  twenty  miles  from  him,  and  we  frequently  visit 

"  At  the  same  time  you  wUl  be  glad  to  know  my  senti* 
ments  of  him,  which,  in  confidence,  I  communicate  for 
your  direction. 

"  He  has  not  had  a  regular  education,  and  is  but  indiffer- 
ently furnished  with   Greek  and  Latin,     He  has  a  good 
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knowlecU^  of  French,  and  a  superficial  one  of  Irish.  He 
has  few  Books ;  conseqaently  what  he  draws  from  his  own 
stores  most  be,  in  a  great  measure,  conjectuiaL  Some- 
times fae  guesses  right,  but^  in  general,  it  is  not  safe, 
without  further  examination,  to  depend  on  him. 

"  These  hints  are  sufficient.  My  respect  for  you  and 
for  the  cause  of  learning,  induces  me  to  give  them  thus 
early  to  obviate  errors ;  otherwise  he  is  one  of  the  wor- 
thiest beings  existing,  and  my  particular  friend  these 
many  years.     The  drawings  I  inclose  you  are, 

"  I.  The  Statue  of  St.  Edan,  otherwise  called  Moeg  or 
Moedoc 

"  2.  'Hmahoe,  Queen's  County. 

**  S.  Castle  of  Ley,  Queen's  County. 

"  4.  Castle  of  BaUyadams,  Queen's  County. 

**  5.  Sliahh  Guth,  or  Church  Mountun,  county  Wick- 
low. 

*'  6.  Castle  of  Rathsallagh,  County  of  Wicklow. 

"  7-  Reliques  at  Casbel. 

"  If  I  can  procure  more  they  shall  be  sent,  Mr.  Joseph 
Walker's  brother,  and  cousin  (Mr.  Austin  Cooper),  can 
supply  you  with  many  valuable  drawings ;  butyour  parti- 
culfir  application  should  be  to  Mr.  Conynghami'Teller  of  our 
Exchequer,  who  has  the  finest  collection,  made  by  excellent 
artists,  any  where  to  be  found.*  By  all  means  endeavour 
to  acquire  some  of  them,  as  the  more  originals  you  give 
the  more  valuable  must  be  the  work.  But  I  must  take 
the  liberty,  entre  aoua,  of  cautioning  you  about  Colonel 
Vallancey's  drawings.  On  reflection,  I  believe  you  will 
not  adopt  his  whimsical,  and,  indeed,  absurd  explanations 
of  the  most  common  things.  For  instance,  is  it  not 
laughable  to  find  him  persuading  Heideck,  a  Jewish  Rabbi, 
in  Collectanea,  No.  13,  p.  5,  that  an  officer's  gorget,  made 
about  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  was 
exactly  the  same  as  the  high  priesfa  Urim  and  Thummim. 
In  short,  all  his  other  profound  investigations  are  equally 
ridiculous,  and  at  some  future  time  wilt  be  ridiculed, 

*'  At  the  same  time  he  can  be  useful  to  you,  and  espe- 
cially if  you  can  get  from  him  a  rock-inscription  disco- 
vered on  a  mountun  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  which  I 
have  not  seen,  but  apprehend  to  be  Danish.  It  must  be 
very  curious.  Edward  Lbdwicr." 

•  S«e  Tol.  VI.  p.  429.  » 
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"'Sib,  Oldglu,  Dnnow,  IrAnd,  Jnljli,  1TS7- 

"  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  answeriag  your  last  fkroor  of 
the  llth  of  June,  and  inclosed  my  letter,  sad  some  draw- 
ings, in  a  packet  directed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Walker,  who 
tells  me  they  were  to  sail  the  9th  instant.  Mr.  Marsden's 
infonnatioii  respecting  the  absence  of  Mr.  Walker  ^m 
Dublin  is  not  accurate ;  perhaps  he  may  make  a  little 
tour  or  excursion,  tanitatis  gratia,  but  his  office  keeps  him 
almost  perpetually  at  home.  You  perceive,  by  th^  remaric, 
that  yours  of  the  30th  ult.  came  rafe  to  me. 
-  "Among  a  wide  circle  of  learned  and  ingenious  men  I 
have  the  honour  of  knowing  Dr.  Campbdl,  who  is  an 
excellent  scholar,  a  man  of  abilities  and  extensive  inform- 
ation; such  an  assistant  must  be  exceedingly  valuable. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  our  ideas  of  Irish  antiquities 
perfecUy  synchroDise  and  symbolise.  He  can  acquaint 
you  witii  what  I  cannot,  "  the  alteration  in  the  Govern- 
ment, Laws,"  &c. .-  of  this  subject  I  think  he  is  a  good 
master.  In  removing  my  books  I  lost  Gibson's  Camden, 
and  could  not  get  another  but  the  old  edition  of  1695. 

"  Archdall's  Monaaticon  has  great  merit,  and  may  be 
relied  on. 

"  The  natural  history  of  this  kingdom  has  been  shame- 
fully neglected.  A  taste  for  this  study  seems  to  be  getting 
up ;  witness  Mr.  Hamilton's  Tour,  to  the  Giant's  Cause- 
way, and  proposals  for  a  Natural  History  by  Wilson,  a 
bookseller  in  Dublin,  who,  I  hear,  will  attempt  botany, 
mineralogv,  and  zoology.  If  Cleghom  would  apply  to 
Dr.  Hill,  Dotany  professor  in  the  coUege,  and  to  the  sud 
Mr.  Hamilton,  a  fellow;  and  if  he  will  get  for  you  Dr. 
Ellis's  collections  in  this  way,  made  by  a  society  in 
Dublin  a  few  years  ago,  you  will  make  a  tolerable  figure. 
If  this  cannot  be  done,  I  know  of  no  other  resource  but 
recurring  to  Boate  and  Molyneux,  Threlkeld's  Botany, 
and  Keogh's  Zoology,  together  with  what  Smith  has  done 
in  his  natural  histories  ;  these  thrown  into  the  linnean 
method,  and  modernised  with  Linnean  names,  must  do. 
Berkenhout  will  also  be  useful  to  you  on  this  subject. 
Tour  own  reading  will  supply  every  defect  in  his  nomen- 
clature. 

"  The  assertions  of  Irish  historians  and  antiquaries  rda^ 
tive  to  the  colonization  of  Scotiand  never  appeared  to 
me  rationaL  It  outrages  the  common  sense  and  common 
conduct  of  mankind  to  bring  inhabitants  into  Scotland 
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arcnitouBly  wfaen  it  cbuld  he  done  directly.  I  think  it 
ther^bre  better  for  you  to  state  the  opinions  of  the 
writers  of  both  nations,  and  leare  it  tn  medio ;  let  each 
reader  and  nation  retain  what  they  hke. 

"  Expressly  to  promote  your  Tiews  I  waited  this  week 
on  Mr.  Beauford,  and  am  not  a  littte  pleased  to  inform 
you  that  he  will  second  them.  I  hinted  to  him  that  I 
expected  you  would  address  him  through  me>  and  that 
you,  I  was  sore,  would  consider  his  warmly  interesting 
himself  in  your  work  not  only  as  a  matter  of  favour  bat 
obliration. 

"If  you  admitted  dissertations  iUnstrative  of  the  luatory 
and  antiqui^es  of  Ireland  by  way  of  Supplement  or 
Appendix,  1-  would  send  you  what  would  make  about 
200  folio  pages.  They  are  as  ori^al  as  such  thin^  can 
be,  and  in  the  style  of  my  essays  in  the  Aichffiologuu  I 
smile  myself  when  I  say  to  you, — ex  pede  Herculem. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  with  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  success, 
your  most  obedient  serrant,  Edward  Lbdwioh." 


"Sib,  Oldgfat,  Dnrrow,  Sept  IS,  1787. 

"  I  lost  DOt  a  moment  in  conveying  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Beauford,  and  in  giving  him  your  address.  I  have  no 
doubt  but,  as  originally  a  Briton,  and  by  engmftment  an 
Anglo- Hibernian,  as  I  am,  be  will  further  your  plan  to  the 
utmost  of  his  abilities.  I  have  uived  Mr.  Walker  and  his 
cousin  Mr.  Austin  Cooper  to  assist  you.  In  short,  Sir, 
I  wish  to  see  Camden  what  his  work  ought,  and  I  am 
sure  will  be  in  your  hands,  a  capital  performance.  Mate- 
rials there  are  enough,  and  no  one  knows  better  how  to 
arrange  them.  I  therefore  entreat  you,  for  one,  not  to 
abridge  or  condense  too  much,  as  that  will  absolutely 
defeat  the  public  expectation,  and  finally  injure  your  sale. 
Where  matter  and  information  are  ample  people  will 
purchase;  where  they  are  not,  old  Gibson  will  be  re- 
printed, and  still  sell.  It  is  on  principle  I  wish  you 
success,  and  will  give  any  little  assistance  in  my  power ;  if 
you  will  not  admire  my  complaisance  you  must  have  some 
esteem  for  my  veracity  and  candour. 

"  In  my  opinion  the  lovers  of  antiquity  would  consider 
themselves  highly  obliged  by  an  additional  volume  of 
Camden's  other  works  ;  besides  those  edited,  we  have  a 
specimen  of  his  MS8.  in  Heame's  Langtoff  s  Chronicle ; 
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all  iborid  be  publiBhed,  as  all  are  extremely  Tsluable. 
Do  not,  Sir,  relinquish  tlus  idea ;  its  prosecution  irill  do 
yon  infinite  honour,  and  amp^y  repay  youi  trouble.  He 
Tell  merits  regard  from  the  British  nation,  aod  they  will 
not  deny  it,  and  this  instant  is  the  critical  moment.  You 
see  I  am  zmlons,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  say  it  is  leal 
without  knowled^ 

"  As  to  my  broekiiret,  which  I  would  be  happy  were 
introduced  into  the  world  ander  your  patronage,  tbey 
contain  many  curious  inquiries.  It  would  be  inaufiei^ 
able  affectation  to  deny  the  originality  of  most  of  the 
ideas  advanced  in  them  ;  if  well-founded,  they  effisctoally 
operate  the  overthrow  of  onr  vulgar  system,  and  all  the 
brainsick  hypotheses  of  the  present  day.  They  will 
make  one  handsome  volume  4to,  with  twenW  or  toixk 
original  drawings,  and  embrace  the  most  valuable  objects 
in  tibe  circle  of  our  national  antiquities.  I  asked  bat  SOO 
guineas  of  our  booksellers  for  the  copy  and  the  drawings, 
and  still  find  them  reluctant  Your  aid  on  this  occasion 
in  London  must  lay  me  under  no  small  obligations  to 
you.  My  History  of  Kilkenny,  my  Letters  to  Mr. 
Walker  in  hia  Irish  Bards,  and  the  papers  in  the  Archno- 
lo^a,  are  substrata  to  form  some  estimate  of  wh^  yon 
have  not  seen. 

"  You  obliginglv  ask  me  about  the  Triomvirate,  in 
which  I  am  called  forth  to  public  view.  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham.  Sir,  formed  a  little  society  in  1780,  I  think,  con- 
sisting of  himself  as  President  (Vid.  CoUec.  No.  11);  Mr. 
Archdall,  author  of  our  excellent  Monasticon ;  Mr. 
CVConor,  the  Dissertator ;  Colonel  Vallancey,  the  amaxing 
Etymologist;  Dr.  EJUs,  a  physician,  who  created  a  Society 
of  Natural  History^  and  whose  coUections  I  already 
wished  you  to  have ;  and  your  very  humble  servant^  and 
Mr.  Beauford,  This  is  the  solid  fact,  and  all  to  Ellis  exist 
to  condemn,  in  the  fullest  manner,  Vallancey's  want  of 
*  *  You  are  Shandean  enough  to  interpret  two  aste* 
risks,  but,  perhaps,  not  five.  How  in  the  nature  of  things 
could  the  Colonel  select  three  out  of  seven,  and  constitute 
them  a  Triumvirate,  in  total  disparagement  to  the  other 
five,  unless  he  complimented  them  with  the  abilities  of 
the  whole  body  ?  Indeed,  he  seems  to  have  some  qualms 
on  this  head ;  for,  in  this  celebrated  note,  he  exempts 
Mr.  Conyngham,  thereby  contradicting  hiinself,  that  the 
society  was  no  triumvirate. 
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*"rhinga,  Sir,  went  swimmingly  on  till  Governor  Pow- 
nall  addressed  a  very  polite  letter  to  ua,  wid  I  answered 
it.  I  protest  to  you,  in  the  livelv  jocular  way  1  dwn  wrote, 
Vallancey  was  never  in  my  thoughts,  much  less  did  I 
premeditated!  y  think  of  a  formal  mptore.  It  seems  my 
wfMToy  <iitvhot,  Toj  grand  delinquency,  was  not  coinciding 
with  the  Colonel  in  his  Oriental  ideas ;  he  thought  he  saW 
something  of  banter,  which  his  etymologies  and  his- 
toric perversions  could  not  stand,  and  therefore  I  was 
very  properly  expatriated  from  his  Irish  Collectanea,  and 
from  a  Societv  which  immediately  ceased,  I  found  some 
comfort,  amia  these  literary  misfortunes,  to  see  myself 
most  honourably  enrolled  with  names  in  London,  Edin- 
burgh, and  on  the  Continent,  that  reflect  more  honour 
on  me  than  I  any  way  can  claim. 

"Tlie  Clare  inscnption  and  stone  you  may  find  in 
Vallancey*s  •  Vindication.'  Tou  must  m  above  meaaore 
astonished  at  the  modesty  of  Irish  antiquaries,  when 
they  assert  their  Ognm  and  language  are  as  perfectiy 
intelligible  after  a  lapse  of  fourteen  hundred  years  as 
at  this  moment.  This  has  ^ven  rise  to  an  inquiry  into 
what  this  Ogum  and  those  famed  Phoenician  elements 
were,  and  is  one  ofthe  curious  subjects  of  my  work.  I  have 
reviewed  and  written  anew  the  Dissertation  on  the  Round 
Towers,  and,  from  new  lights,  I  am  fairly  obliged  to  dissent 
from  myself;  but  be  assured  my  ideas  are  not  orientaUsed. 
This  is  another  subject  in  my  work.  The  ancient  Irish 
structures  before  and  after  Cnristiaiiity  is  another  topic ; 
the  literary  history  another ;  the  outline  of  our  eccle- 
siastical history  another;  dress,  music,  &;c.  others.  I 
indulge  no  paradoxes :  I  affect  no  ingenuity :  I  constantly 
cite  my  authorities,  and  my  inferences  are  natural  and 
obvious.  Could  you  strike  out  a  respectable  mode  of 
publication  (I  am  not  mercenary),  you  would  confer  a 
great  &vour  on  me.  Mazell*  has  a  very  pretty  drawing  of 
mine,  which  I  shall  be  very  glad  you  had ;  it  will  serve 
you.  I  suppose  you  must  press,  perhaps  speak  loud  to 
him,  before  you  can  get  it. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  truth  and  respect,  your  very  obedient 
servant,  E.  Ledwicb," 
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RiOHABD  Go0CiH,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Lbdwich. 

"  Sir,  EnfisU,  Seat.  29,  1787. 

"  I  catch  the  present  opportunity,  aa  I  shall  erery  one 
that  offers,  to  ^'orward  to  you  and  Mr.  Walker  tiie  sheets 
of  Camden  respecting  Irdand:  Yon  will  see  what  is  nay 
plan,  and  when  you  compare  it  with  my  prototype  you 
will  not  think  I  condense  too  much.  A  General  Survey 
of  a  country  should  not  enter  into  the  minuteness  of  dia> 
sertation ;  hut  I  need  not  enlarge,  the  papers  will  speak  for 
themselves.  Iconceive  the  Triumvirate,  concerning  whom 
I  inquired,  to  he  yourself,  Mr.  Beauford,  and  Mr.  Walker, 
.and  their  names  will  better  answer  to  the  epithet.  Ton 
speak  of  the  Society  of  Seven  as  dissolved ;  is  there 
then  no  Sodety  of  Antiquaries  subsisting  in  Ireland,  or  is 
the  Society  at  Dublin,  which  published  and  circulated 
queries,  no  longer  in  existence  ?  The  best  account  of  the 
Ogum  that  I  liave  met  with  seems  to  be  Mr.  Astle*s 
idea,  that  it  was  a  cypher  or  stenoEranhic  mode  of  writing 
hut  by  no  means  of  the  high  antiqui^  assigned  to  it.  ^ 
wish  to  know  your  present  idea  of  the  Round  Towers,  as  I 
found  myself  much  inclined  to  coincide  with  yours  formerly. 
Your  History  of  Kilkenny  is  just  what  it  should  be.  I 
wish  1  could  as  well  concur  with  yon  on  the  Egyptian 
origin  of  Gothic  Temples  ;  but  we  all  have  our  peculiar 
'opinions.    I  am,  &g.  R.  Gtouob." 


"Sib,  EnMd,  Not.  24,  1787. 

I  have  yours  of  the  5th  instant,  and  I  am  impatient  to 
receive  your  correction  of  my  sheets.  Have  yet  received 
no  communications  to  discriminate  by  initials.  G.  stands 
for  Bishop  Gibson,  and  not  your  humble  servant  What- 
ever I  adopt  from  my  friends  will  be  bonouiably  mentioned, 
as  the  Bishop  did,  in  a  general  Preface. 

"By  this  time  I  hope  you  have  at  least  10  sheets  to 
work  upon.  The  more  you  have  the  more  oomprehensive 
will  be  your  view,  and,  as  I  trust  duplicate  sheets  are  sent 
through  your  hands  to  Mr.  Beauford,  I  flatter  myself  no 
time  will.be  lost,  but  that  the  sheets  will  he  returned  to 
Mr.  Walker,  who  will  find  some  method  of  ratuming  tbem 
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'  "  I  am  sorry  to  find  roch  feuds  aiid  rercilutions  in  your 

literary  society, 

'  Fnd«t  luBO  opprobrlt  toUi,'  8m:. 

"  I  am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  complunt 
about  leaving  anything  out,  or  cuttmg  shorter  your  paper 
in  the  last  Archceolo^.  Every  worn  of  it  that  was  put 
into  my  hands  was  published,  and  with  interest;  for  I 
added  several  references  to  like  authoritjes.  But  of  any 
strictures  on  Mr.  Wartou  I  know  nought.  I  fear  the  face 
of  no  man  in  literary  opinions ;  but  do  not  think  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries  wul  admit  laughable  jocuUrity  into 
their  Arcbfeologia. 

"  I  do  not  forget  your  questions  about  I^angbek,  but 
I  am  unable  to  account  for  it, 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  aervant,  R.  Gouou." 


Dr.  Lbdwioh  to  Ricbaro  Gough,  Elsq. 

"  Sir,  Oldflu,  Dm.  lo,  it8T. 

"  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  so  soon  after  answer- 
ing your  last  favour  a  few  days  ago,  but  to  obviate  a  mis- 
apprehension, which,  as  I  learn  from  my  worthy  friend, 
Mr.  Beauford,  I  fear  you  may  have  fallen  into ;  it  is  that 
the  Irish  Academy  is  broken  up. 

"  That  intelligence  1  hope  is  not  true,  as  well  for  the 
members  as  for  the  national  honour:  I  a^ain  repeat  it,  I 
hope  it  may  flourish  for  many  years,  to  the  honour  of  all 
parties. 

"  When  you  inquired  bf  me  respecting  tbe  literary 
societies  here,  I  frankly  expressed  mv  sentiments  of  what 
I  knew  of  the  old  antiquaries,  and  the  little  corps  formed 
by  the  most  amiable  of  men,  Colonel  Conyngham.  I  say 
again,  the  ridiculous  etymological  lucubrations  of  Colonel 
A^llancey  were  not  calculated  to  continue  the  first ;  and  I 
positively  assert,  on  the  authority  of  the  12th  Collectanea, 
that  his  intemperance  made  some  of  that  corps  withdraw 
themselves  firom  a  work  which  promised  much  amusement 
and  information,  if  conducted  by  another  leader. 

"  As  to  the  present  society  in  which  be  is  engaged,  1 
only  surmised  that  if  they  gave  themselves  and  their  reve- 
nues for  the  silly  purposes  of  translating  meagre  unin- 
teresting annals,   and  searching  for  Ognm  inscriptions. 
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every  person  of  sonnd  leuntDg  would  l>e  dJBsnsted,  and 
such  a  socnety  could  not  be  expected  to  be  of  long  don- 
tion. 

"  These,  Sir,  are  my  sentiments,  and  thus  1  would  be 
understood.  If  you  have  stated  them  otherwise,  and 
quoted  me  as  autbority,  you  will,  in  vindication  of  truth 
'  and  justice,  instantly  correct  them,  though  I  fiatter  myself 
this  has  not  been  the  case.  Be  assured  I  am  very  Ur 
hxtm  ima^ning  you  are  capable  of  giving  an  improper 
turn  to  any  unguarded  expression,  and  less  so  to  makiug 
public  an  uninteresting  pnvBte  correspondence. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that,  out  of  a 
vast  bundle  of  papers,  I  have  picked  out  a  great  part  of 
my  notes  ref^iecting  the  county  I  reade  in,  and  that  I 
shall,  if  I  see  necessary,  re-compoae  the  account  of  it  for 
your  valuable  work;  being  at  all  times  ready  to  prove 
myself,  Sir,  your  very  obement  and  humble  servant, 

"  £dward  Lsdwich." 


RiCHABD  OoDGH,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Lbdwich. 
"  Sir,  Bnfield,  Dec  27,  1T8T. 

"  I  have  yonr  favours  of  Sept.  29  and  loih  instant.  It 
is  particularly  unfortunate  that  such  a  mistake  should 
have  arisen,  in  the  beginning  almost  of  our  correspondence, 
as  that  which  you  appear  to  have  made  in  regard  to  my 
last  of  the  24tn  November,  in  which  all  my  meaning  was, 
that  I  did  not  conceive  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  would 
be  interested  in  papers  of  jocularity ;  nor  ha^  I  made  the 
least  alteration  or  omission  in  your  paper  printed  in  their 
last  volume  on  Mr.  Warton's  account.  Partial  as  I  am 
to  Mr.  Warton's  opinions,  I  will  never  suppress  any  dif- 
ference from  him ;  nor  did  I  conceive  the  smallest  idea  of 
anything  in  your  meaning  but  general  laugh  and  comic 
turn  of  writing.  Acquitting  yon  therefore  of  everything 
but  involuntary  error  on  this  subject,  I  pass  to  a  like 
circumstance  in  your  idea  of  my  edition  of  Camden,  as  if 
it  was  to  be  a  Collection  of  Dissertations  by  myself  and 
friends;  an  idea  so  foreign  to  the  original  plan  of  Mr. 
Camden.  But,  since  you  have  seen  through  this  error, 
enough  of  the  chapter  of  mistakes.  Let  me  pass  to  that 
of  information.  I  shall  thankfully  receive  all  you  offer  on 
Queen's  County,  or  any  other  Coantyj  and  will  insert  it 
in  all  the  extent  my  plan  admits. 
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"  I  agree  with  jou  that  we  sadly  want  8  sdentific  work 
on  the  Saxon  and  Gothic  buildings ;  but  so  much  of  that 
science  expired  with  my  poor  Mend  Bssex,*  that  I  despair 
of  seeing  it  revived ;  not  at  all  knowing  what  Mr.  W.  is 
intending  to  say  on  thai,  subject. 

"  1  have  stated  nothing  about  the  literary  society  of 
Ireland-  Having  solicited  all  needful  intelligence  respect- 
ing Ireland  from  Ireland  itself,  my  great  concern  is  to 
keep  clear  of  all  possible  controversy  about  it,  or  its  lite- 
rature :  matters  of  foct,  not  etymology,  are  my  objects. 

"  I  wish  I  may  be  able  to  get  a  clear  account  of  the 
present  Government,  but  I  shall  studiously  avoid  the 
poliljcal  opinions  of  contending  parties. 

"  If  I  can  find  conveyance  and  time,  I  will  submit  my 
description  of  Ireland  complete  to  my  friends  there,  who 
honour  me  with  their  correspondence ;  among  these  I  with 
pleasure  reckon  Mr.  Ledwich ;  and  am  his  obedient, 
hamble  servant,  R.  GouoH." 


Dr.  Lbdwich  to  Richard  Qoogb,  Esq, 

"  Sib,  Oldglu,  Dditow,  3lit  D«c.  ITST. 

"  Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  send  you  a  few  pages  of 
Additions,  which  I  could  easily  have  extended,  but  I 
observe  you  do  not  wish  to  dilate  too  much.  However, 
if  you  thuik  more  than  I  have  sent  necessary,  I  will  with 
great  pleasure  go  on,  for  in  reviewing  those  papers,  which 
I  have  not  looKed  at  these  six  years,  I  find  I  have  very 
ample  materials  for  a  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  the 
Queen's  County,  which  want  of  encouragement  alone 
prevents  me  from  putting  together,  and  even  proceeding 
with  other  counties. 

"  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  prospect  of  com- 
pleHng  a  laborious  but  very  valuable  work;  a  work 
which  will  make  you  remembered  with  gratitude  by  every 
lover  of  history  and  antiquities. 

"  1  assure  you.  Sir,  I  should  have  been  extremely 
happy  did  my  studies  embrace  Irish  topography :  unfor- 
tunately, on  uie  present  occasion  they  tend  another  way, 
and  i  have  never  controlled  my  propensities,  having  no 
other  object  but  to  indulge  my  genius.     Can  I  on  any 
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Other  sabject  be  useful  to  yon  ?  command  me,  u  I  shall 
be  always  ready  to  erinoe*  with  what  troth  and  renpect,  I 
am.  Sir,  your  rery  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Edward  Lbdwich.'' 


Mr.  OoDOB  to  Dr.  Lbdwich. 

"  Sin,  Enfield,  JoM  4;  IT8». 

"  Having  at  length  bronght  the  new  edition  of  Cam- 
den's Britannia  to  a  conclusion,  I  am  to  thank  you  for 
the  kind  assistance  in  the  part  which  came  immediately 
under  your  notice,  and  to  beg  your  acceptance  of  a  copy 
of  that  part  of  the  work  relating  to  Ireland  ;  and  hope 
to  be  favoured  with  your  free  criticisms  and  remarks. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  R.  GOUGH." 


BND   OF  VOL.   VII. 
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